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HOUSE QF LORDS. 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARN?, 1796. 
| Houſe met this day agreeably to its order on the ad- 
journment in December laft. * 
- The Earl of Mansfield moved, that the lords with white 
ſtaves do wait on his Majeſty on the joyful occaſion of the 
happy delivery of her royal Highneſs the Princeſs of Wales, 
by the birth of a Princeſs—Ordered. 
That the Lord Preſident and the Duke of Leeds do carry 
a meſſage of that Houſe to congratulate her Majeſty on th 
fame joyful occaſion, Ordered. | : 
That the Lord Privy Seal and the Duke of Portland do 
carry a meſſage of that Houſe to congratulate their Royal 
Highneſſes the Prince and Princeſs of Wales on the fame joy- 
ful occaſion. —Ordered.— Adjourned. | 
9 HOUSE OF COMMONS. | 
in 0 5. Tueſday, Feb. 2. | 
This day, being the firſt after the receſs, the Houſe was not 
tully attended. 3 2 | 
- Mr. Speaker acquainted the Houſe, that he had received 
from the honourable vice admiral Corntiallis, the following 
letter, in the return to the thanks of this Houſe, fignified to 
him by Ar. — obedience to their commands of the 
roth day of November laſt. | 
Sir, I have bad the honour of receiving your letter, with 
< the thanks of the Hauſe of Commons, upon the conduct 
of a ſquadron of his Majefty's ſhips under my orders on the 
„ 16th and 17th days of June laſt. | 
64 I feel, Sir, moſt ſenſibly, the very high honour conferred 
<< upon me by this vote. | 
& To have in any degree obtained the favourable opinion 
© of the Houſe of Commons, was, indeed, far beyond any 
„thing I could have aſpired to. 
It was the undaunted ſpirit of the captains, officers, and 
« men of every deſcription, on board of thoſe: thips, which 
« deterred the enemy from — a more vigorous attack ; 
Vol. III. 1790. will 
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| * honourable Henry Addington 
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cc J will not fail to communicate to them the diſtinguiſhed 
« and honourable manner in which it has pleaſed the Houſe of 


Commons to reward their good ſervices. 


« Permit me, ſir, to add, that I am deeply impreſſed with 
« the very obliging manner in which you have been pleaſed 
« to convey the vote of thanks. have the honour to be, 

With the greateſt reſpect, Sir, your molt obedient, 


Daved on Board the Royal Humble Servant, 
Sovereign, at Spitbead, WILLIAM CORN WALLIS.” 
3oth Dayof Dec. 1795. 


Right Honourable Henry Addington, Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker alſo acquainted the Houſe, that he had re- 
ceived, from Rear Admiral Harvey, the following letter, 
in return to the thanks of the Houfe, ſignified to him by 
Mr. Speaker, in obedience to their commands of the 2d 
day of November laſt. Wenn ; 

Prince of Malis, Spithead, January 11th,,1796. 

« Sir, I have this day the honour of your letter of - the 3d 
© of November laſt, tranſmitting to me the reſolution: of the 
&« Houſe of Commons of the preceding day, on the victory 
<« obtained over the enemy the 23d of June laſt, by a detach- 
« ment of His Majeſty's fleet under the command of Admiral 
“ Lord Bridport. its Win er en 

„ Lrequeltt the favour that you will be pleaſed to aſſure the 
cc honourabie the Houſe of Commons, that I entertain the 
<« higheſt ſenſe of the honour they have been pleaſed to confer 


on me by their vote of thanks; this tribute of approbation 


on my endeavours to promote the ſervice of my king and 

ce country cannot but be highly gratifying to the feelings of 

& an officer, and for which I ſhall ever retain the moſt grate- 
<< ful remembrance. 1 , Mis | 

& I beg you will allow me to return you my thanks for the 

« very polite manner in which you have been pleaſed to ſig- 

« nify to me the reſolution of the Houſe. oo | 

I have the honour to be, ; 

4 dir, your moſt obedient, Humble ſervant, 
| HENRY HARVEY.” 


Ic. Steele preſented a petition. from à gentleman of the 
name of Savilier, praying that a, machine invented for facilita- 
ting the printing of cotton and callico linen, be + conſidered. 
This invention was referred-to the conſideration of àa com- 
mittee to examine the ſame, and report, &c. to the Houſe. 

Mr. H:4art moved for a committee to make an eſtimate of 
the pay and cloathing of the militia, Alſo for a committee on 
the expiring laws, | * v5, 


PRINCE 
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Er PRINCESS OF WALES, 

The Chancellorof the Exchequer moved a pe 44. 
dreſs to his Majeſty. on the happy event of the acceſſion to his 
Majeſty's family and domeſtic happineſs, by the ſafe delivery of 
her royal highneſs the princeſs of Wales of a daughter. 
ITbe Chancellor moved another to the ſame effect to her 
Majeſty; and another to her royal Highneſs the Prince and 
Princeſs of Wales, on the joyfull occaſion. The Addreſſes 
Were nt, nem. con. and ordered to be preſented, &C. + 

 - INCLOSURE OF WASTE LANDS, 

The order of the day, for conſidering the report of the ſele& 
comming refpecting the ſtate, &c. of Werne man being 
moved, and the reſolutions read. 

Sir Jabs Sinclair toſe to make his motion on the reſalution 
* making arrangements with perſons concerned, and for 
removing legal diſabilities, toward incloſing and improving. 
He ſaid it might bave been his- duty in moving for leave to 
bring in a bill of this nature to enlarge upon the high impor- 
tance to the community of the object to which it was directed, 
had not the attention of the public been of late ſo mueh turned 
to the ſubject, and had not, heen ſo amply explained in the 
report, which every member had an opportunity to peruſe, 
The meaſure was fraught with ſuch public advantages —it 
embraced ſuch ſalutary proviſions,” that it was not neceſſary 
for him to ſay much, in order to lead the attention of _ 
men to a matter of ſo much importance. + In this idea, he 
forbore preſſing many conſiderations, which he — take 
the liberty of ſubmitting to them on the ſecond reading 
of the billy- for, the bringing in of Which he was then 
about to move. He would therefore content himſelf for the 
preſent with making à few general remarks. No meaſure 
ever brought before that Houſe, relative to the internal regula- 
lation of the kingdom, was of greater moment, or promiſed 
more general benefit. No meaſure promiſed more national 
advantage, whether it regarded the population of the country, 
or the comfort and the happineſs of its inhabitants. He need 
not ſay in that Houſe, that from the comparative plenty and 
cheapneſs of the neceſlaries of life, the people increaſed in 
numbers; and were rendered active to efend, and loyal to 
maintain the happy conſtitution and laws under which they 
lived. No meaſure, then, he would ſay, added more to the 
naval and military ſtrength of the nation: No meaſure added 
more to our commereial and financial intereſts than this, which 
reſted on the broad baſe of popular advantage, —on the founda- 
tion of agricultural improvement. The chief object was the 
ſuſtenance of the people at large: this evinced its pre-emi- 
nence over all other 3 of internal policy. ni 
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He entertained the moſt ſanguine hopes from the projected 
improvements. So far as he could judge from an excurſion 
into the beſt cultivated parts of the Iſland, particularly the 
lil county of Norfolk, and a ſurvey of the improvements that had 
(| taken place of late years, (and its cultivated held no propor- 
0 tion to its waſte and tbarrem parts), he Was led to think, that, 
ih if tho meaſure met the ſupport of the Houſe, the advantages 
| that would reſult from the plan of the committee were-incal- 
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| culable=incaleulable he would ſay, when he eſtimated the 
is wide and general ſyſtem of improvement he was about to ſub- 
4 mit to theſr conſideration. ' It would not be amiſs to ſay, that 
the meaſute embratced the utility of 1800 acts of parlament 
for private incloſure. The outlines and proviſſons of it were 
framed by gentlemen of the beſt intelligence by the 
pentlemen who compoſed the ſelect committee on the ſtate 
of the waſte lands. The bill would have” that ad 5 
It had been ſubmitted to the inſpection of che moſt reſpec- 
table Judges, the moſt diſtinguiſhed lawyers, und moſt en- 
lightened country gentlemen, of which the nation had to 
boaſt, and even in its preſent ſhape many perſons of the great - 
eſt eminence bad pronounced that by it there would be no 
difficulty in dividing any lands in the kingdo r. 
One material point he wiſhed to preſs on the minds of gen- 
tlemen was, its objedt was to diminiſh the exponoes of private 
incloſure. Previous to the preſent ſeſſion, 197 1: bills of private 
inclofure had been pafſed-<beerween Foan@&®85 bills for drain- 
ing and embanking—to- theſe he added about 60 inthe preſent 
ſeſſion, in all 1900 private bills, the expence of Which had 
been at leaſt 806,c60!, Had all this been applied by the le- 
giſlature to the encouragement of agricultute, the nation 
would not at this time have been preſſed by the greateſt ſcar- 
city: the country would not have been obliged to pay up- 
wards of à million ſterling in bounties on imported corn, and 
in ſtimulating the induſtry and promoting the agriculture of 
other countries. eee eee ee 
Such, in a word, he hoped, would be the happy reſult of 
the regulation, that the country would be ſaved in future the 
expence, diſtreſs, and danger owing to ſcarcity, by having 
plenty at all times, and a ſtock in hand to meet the exigency . 
of unproductive years. He concluded, by moving for leave 
to bring in a bill to facilitate the dividing and inclofing of cor- 
tain waſte lands and commons; and for removing legal diſa- 
bilities towards effecting the ſame, by making arrangements 
with perſons concerned, &c. The motion was agreed to 
nem. con. | 
cena. Sir 
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Sir John Sinclair then moved NN rer of the whole 
Houſe on this day ſe'nnight, to conſider o W 
for the cultivation of e e 
. .-. PEACE, - '- 

Mr. Grey roſe and aid, that previous to G his Ma- 
jeſty had been graciouſly plealed 10 intimate, by a meſſage to 
the Houſe, his diſpoſition to negotiate with the French for 
Peace, and announcing that ſuch a ſtate of things had taken 
place in France as would induce bim to give che ſpeedieſt effect 
to any deſite for peace that might be ſhewn by the. French go- 
vor mnent. In conſequence of his Majeſty's: intimation, a 
general hope of the blogs of returaing peace was excited; 
and a general. deſire of knowing whether peace might be at no 

eat diſtance, or whether we were {till to proſecute the war? 
He, therefore, felt himſelf bound to afk his Maj _ mini- 
ſters to give a direct anſwer to ſuch a ferious 4 05 

The Chancellor of the. Exchequer replied, racy ul did not 


| think it incumbent on him eee eee 1 8 


tion at preſent. 

: AMriiGre then. ſaid, that Giles the right . gen- 
tleman did not conceive himſelf bound to give any information 
whatever, in a caſe of ſuch common concern, he thought it 
1xcymbeat on dim to make a motion, which would oblige mini- 
ters to / give tome fatisfaction. MIt. Grey .tixed Monday the 
Schl ioſtant for his motion reſpecti peace, unleſs, previous 
20 that day, his Majeſty's miniſters ſhould Eg cnc with 
W infor mation. 

Mr. Morris Robinſon, after having i in Wo ieee 
hated: the manner in which foreign-loans were negotiated;: gave 
notice, that on Thurſday, the 14th inftant, he would make a 
motion for deave to bring in a bill, to incapacitate perſons con- 
cerned or having a ſhare in ſuch loans from. ſerving 28 _ 

bers in parliament. 0 
Pe Cullandar, A for Berwick, » was (nora and took his 
-en 
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HOUSE. OF Lon bs. 
en —ů— Sebruary 3. 5 
The Dubs 7 Dorſet reported, that purſuant to the a of 
that Houſe, the lords with White ſtaves had delivered to his 


Majeft the congratulations of their lordſhips on the birth of a 
Princeis, and bkewiſc his Majeſty's anſwer, | * | 


* HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
WeEpxEsDAY, February 3. 
Lord Stepford made a report concerning the "addreſs on the 


La- 


birth of the Princeſs, 


9 — — — - 


„ WOODEALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Common 


$56. vr 266 0 LAou RER. | 
On the order of the day for the ſecond reading of the bill 
to enable juſtices of peace to. raiſe the price of labour, Mr. 
Grey apologized for the abſence of Mr. Whitbread, jun. and 
mov ed lor its poſtponement to Friday the 12th inſtant. 
inet | Funn ee Y1 
2 : The becretary ut Mar brought up the accounts of the money 
actually paid for the building of barracks and ſalaries of bar- 
rack maſters, &c. and moved that they be laid upon the table. 
General Sith ſaid, he was glad that, after two month's 
preparation, a. part of theſe accounts were at laſl brought be- 
fore parliament, as he conceived it highly improper that a ſum 
of ſix hundred and ſeventy thouſand pounds debe expend- 
ed without their ſanction. In two months more he hoped they 
ſhould receive the whole of the accounts, none of whichovght 
to have been incurred without the authority of the Houſe of 


— 


Commons. 8 


The Serretary at Mar ſaid, he thought it very extraordinary 
that any charge of delay had been flung out againſt his Majeſty's 
miniſters on the produdtion of theſe accounts, when it was a 
well-known fact that ſix weeks out of the two months had 
elapſod in the adjournment, and it could not be expected that 
the aecovnts ſhould have been laid upon the table during the 


receſs. The hon. general imputed blame where it was not 


due; he ſhould have recollected that this was. but the ſecond 


day after-tbe receſs, and he aſſured the Houle that he came 


down with them the preceding day, but at the time of his ar- 
rigal the Houſe had broke up; When the complex nature of 


the remaining part of the accounts was conſidered, he truſted 


that they could be hardy expected to be ready with the pre- 
ſent, which is the whole of the actual expenditure, inaſmuch 


as they conſiſt of the ſums due upon the buildings completed, 


of the ſums likely to be incurred in the completion of others 


already begun, and the eſtimates of thoſe intended to be built; 


and when it was recollected that theſe aceounts were drawn 
from every part of the kingdom, and the iſlands of Guernſey 
and Jerſey included, the difficulty of the expedition and the 
abſolute impoſſibility, of avoiding, ſome little delay would be 
found more apparent. | mirtacariiiby 
Mr. Grey ſaid, that conſidering the alarming magnitude of 


theſe buildings, he could not help thinking that there wee juſt 


grounds for the complaint of his honourable friend, and that 
the reaſons given by the right honourable ſecretary for the ac- 
counts not being complete, were, by no means ſatisfactory. 
Although the remaining part of the accounts did conſiſt of ſums 
due upon the buildings completed, of the ſums likely to be in- 
curred in the completion of others already begun, and the 

| | eſtimate 
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eſtimates of thoſe intended to be built, could it be imagined 
that his Majeſty's miniſters had been ſo negligent of their duty 
as not to have previouſly had. the eſtimates: of theſe buildings 
laid before them? They were ſufficiently blameable in not 
coming to parlament with thoſe eſtimates before the buildings 
were begun, ſince if the buildings were begun without any 
eſtimate, they were criminal in the higheſt degree. Mr. Grey 
concluded by exprefling a hope that if the motion paſſed, as 
he truſted it would, for laying them on the table, a certain 
number of copigs would be ordered to be printed for the uſe of 
the members of that Houſ e. 

The Serretary at Mur remarked that his Majeſty's winiſ- 


ters had been charged with a degree of, laxity of attention, 


becauſe all the accounts were not immediately produced, when 
the gentlemen on the oppoſite fide ſeemed to forget that they 
had moved not only for the accounts of the actual expendi- 
ture, and the eſtimates of the buildings already begun, but for 
an account of thoſe intended to be erected alſo, and if they 
would but deliberate for a moment before they poured out 
their invectie, they might recollect that no eſtimates are 
uſually made for public buildings intended to be erected; until 
government is on the point of putting the plan into execution. 

Gentral Tarleton faid, it was uſual for bis Majeſty's miniſ- 
ters to lay all the eſtimates of the expences for the current year 
upon the table, at the time of making the loan. With. reſpe i 
to the delay he well knew that accounts could not be laid 
upon the table during the receſs, there was however, time 
enough to do it previous to the receſs, the mode of proceed- 
ing in the preſent adminiſtration in regard to accompts and 
papers called for, -was hizhly cenſurable, it was their cuſtom 
to enter firſt into an undefined count fort the erection of bar- 
racks, the. bare mention of which wauld have made many par- 
liaments ſhudder ſince the revolution, and then come to that 
Ha f mme, 

The accounts were ordered to be laid upon the table, and 2 
certain number of copies to be printed... 

Mr. Wilberforce News that he ſhould make a motion 
for the immediate abolition of the Slaye Trade, on Thurſday, 
the 18th inſtant, _ 3 
General Smith moved for the returns of all the corn and 
flour imported into this kingdom, ſince the paſſing of the act 
for that purpoſe, with u Tpecification of the ports, and a liſt of 
the perſons who have received bounties for the ſame, Agteed to. 

Mr. Baldwin moved for the iſſuing of a new writ to elect a 
repreſentative for the borough of Hindon, in Wiltſhire, in the 
room of Thomas Wildman, deceaſed. | Ordered. | 
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HOUSE OF 1 g 
Tnuxspa Y, February 4. 


The Burt, of Menifels reported their M BY anſwer to 
the congratulations of the Houſe — birch of a Princeſs, | 


' HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tuunspav, February 4. 


The onler of the day for the Houſe, to OT zelelf into 5 
committee of the whole Houſe, on the marine mutiny hill, 


being read, 


Lord Arden moved, © that inſtructions be given to the com- 
mittee to introduce a Furs to enable officers of the marine to 
enliſt men for that ſervice, from the marching regiments, &c. 


beyond ſeas; which was agreed to. 
he Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a committee, Sir 


Phili Mer Stephens in the chair, and went through the bill, and 
ouſe being reſumed, the report was ordered to be brought 


8 * next day. 
Mr. Ryder moved for leave ta bring in a bill to indemaity 


the governors and lieutenant dirs of certain parts, for 
permitting the importation and exportation of goods in forcign 


bottoms. Granted, 
Leave was likewiſe given to bring in a bill for continuing an 


act paſſed in the 31ſt, of his hay Majeſty, for I 
courts of f juſtice i in Newfoundland e ee 
nousk OF LOS. 
Fir, February 5. 3 


eben bill were received from the Commons, after which 
their lordſhips heard counſel on a Scots appeal, Lindſay verſus 
Kenlock, till paſt fix o clock. Adjourned till. mee 


HOUSE OF cOMMON S. 
Fir, February ß. 


| Mer. Bs Nperted the aner u the Price hed Paine of 
Wales to the 86 Lenden meſſage on the birth of a Princeſs. 
The Sheriffs of London preſented a petition from the Lord 


Mayor, Aldermen, and on Council, praying that a 

bill ſhould be paſſed for the better regulating the retail of fiſh. 
Lord Wi lam Rufſel preſented a petition from the magiſtrates 

of the "One of Surrey, praying that a bil ſhould: be. paſſed 


for 
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for a limited time, prohibiting the making of bread finer thah 


a certain quality, 
General Smith roſe to expreſs his apptobation of the petition, 

and hoped it would be followed by others of a ſimilar nature. 

referred to the corn committee. Adjourned. 1 


HOUSE OF "LORDS. © 
| Moxpar, February B. ; 
Heatd counſel further on the Scots appeal, Lindſay verſus 

Kenloch; and on Mullen's divorce bill. ; 
Several private bills were received from the Commons. 
Adjourned. ' WT ie * 


ff 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
The Kincardine roads, and Röthwell Haigh incloſute bills 
were read a third time and paſſed, +: 


The Marine Mutiny bill was read a third time and 
| NEW WET-DOCKs, e. 

Mr. Manning preſented a petition from a number of mer- 
chants teſident in the cities of London and Weſtminſter and 
the borough of Southwark, for leave to bring in a bill to ena- 
ble them to erect and eſtabliſ new wet- docks, and legal quays 
and wharfs upon the river Thames, according to ſome plans 
preſented with the petition, as the increaſed comtnerce of the 
country required ſuch acrcommodatious. 

The Lord Mayor begged permiſſion to trouble the Houſe 
with a few words befbre the petition was laid upon the table. 
He agreed with the petitioners, that the increaſed commerce 
of the country required additional accommodations; he hoped 
however that the Houſe would conſider that the corporation 
of the city of London enjoyed certain franchiſes, ptivileges, 
and immunities, ſettled upon them by charters and various, 
acts of _— which would be totally done away if the 
object of the petitioners, according to their preſent plan, were 
confirmed by law, and carried into execution, During the 

reſent war the merchants had, his fordfhip ſaid, been greatly 
— for want of quays and wharts to land their im- 
ports on, or ſhip their exports. from this country, with an 
reaſonable expedition, owing to the detention of veſſels, b 
at home and abroad, for convoy; whereby the river Thames, 
though fo admirably large, was ſcarcely large enough for the 
quantity of traders 1n it at the ſame time to unload or ſhip their 
. goods with convenience and diſpatch. A ſimilar inconvent= 

Vor. III. 1796. e eres 
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ence was experienced and complained of ſome years ago, and 
a bill was accordingly brought into Parliament to obviate it, 
which paſſed that Houſe; but, for what reaſon he did not 
uw, it was objected to elſewhere; and did mot paſs into a 
aw. With regard to the preſent meaſure, he was. deſired by 
his conſtituents and the corporation of London to inform the 
Houſe, that the corporation had already authorized ſome of 
its members to attend the committees of the petitioning mer- 
chants, and was deſirous to render every kind of accommoda- 
tion poſſible, conſiſtent with their on characters. That 
furthermore they had already allowed ſeven or eight hundretꝭ 
thouſand pounds, as the expenditrrre for plans of improvement 
and accommodation, and that if the wharfs were erected ard 
eſtabliſhed according to the prefent plans of the petitioners, the 
. whole of the wealth, commerce, and property of the city of 
London would be diverted to another place, and a new city 
of London be eſtabliſhed in oppoſition to the old ene. He 
hoped therefore that the object of the petition would be fairly 
and deliberately examined, and at the ſame time aſſured the 
Houſe that by the next ſeſſion of parliament, the city of Lon- 
don expected to be ready with ſuch plans of improvement and 
accommodation as might remove the complaints of the, mer- 
chants, and preyent the evils which the object of the petition, 
if carried into effect, was likely to produſe. 
Aderman Anderſon followed his lordſhip and further lated, 
that this meaſure would injure the corporation, and ſet up 
another body gifted with ſtatutary powers in direct oppoſition 
to the chartered rights of the city. The corporation, as his 
Tight honourable friend the Lord Mayor ſaid, were buſted in 
inquiring into the merits of the cauſe; and if the complaint 
of the 38 were found juſt, it would be redreſſet. 
Sir William Young ſaid, that as far as he could ſee into the 
buſineſs, the city of London and the corporation were at iſ- 
ſue. He hoped that while the members of the city of London 
were doing their duty, the Houſe would.not ſuffer any prepoſ- 
ſeſſion to take place. The Lord Mayor had ſtated that an 
enormous ſum had been expended. by the corporation on 
Wharfs, &c. but he ought to have conſidered that mare than 
the intereſt of this ſum was loſt to the petitioners for want of 
docks, He, therefore, thought the petition: worthy the at- 
tention of the Houſe : and when a bill ſhould be ſubmitted, 
the worthy aldermen and others would in all its ſtages have 
an opportunity of making their objections. - He inſtanced Li- 
verpool, where, he ſaid, the advantages of trade were much 
greater to merchants, in conſequence of ſuch regulations en- 
ered into by them for facilitating the loading and unloading of 
| TP 285 vellels 
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veſſels. Were this the caſe, he thought the merchants of 
London (which was the emporium of the nation) were entitled 
to at leaſt as many advantages as any others, | N 
Mr. Ald:iyman LT lnicton admitted that the complaints of 
the petitioners were well founded, for be had himſelf expe- 
rieneed ſome of the inconveniences, but all the claim of. the 
city of London in reſpect to the object of the petition was ſim- 
ply this, the claim of preference. He had no doubt but the 
plans of the city of London, when prepared, would be com- 
menſurate to the neceſſity, and if thoſe plans did not fail, he 
truſted that the juſtice of the Houſe would ſecure the eity in 
its prtylleges, and pay attention to that immenſe maſs of pro- 
perty accumulated by commerce and induſtry in it, Which 
might otherwiſe be drained a-wy x. n 
Tube petition was ordered to be brought up- = 
Mr. Alderman Le Myfurier obſerved; that not only the City 
of London but the bocough of Southwark would be materially 
ingured if the petitioners ſucceeded in their object. He was 
proceeding in his obſervations, Wen NN 
- The Speaker reminded him that, as there was no bill before 
the Houſe, he was irregulare oo bo 0 nb on kn 
Mr. Alderman: Le Meſurier exculpated himſelf, by ſaying, 
that he did not mean to be guilty of any irregularity, although 
he might be precipitate in his objections ta the purport of t 
petition, which aroſe from his. acal to diſcharge his duty, as 
r to his conſtituents to oppoſe it. 1 871 
Sir Wathin Lewis, roſe merely to put the houſe upon its 
uard againſt the alarming magnitude of the propoſition, which, 
if it went not to depreſs but increaſe the commerce and wealth. 
of the city of London, ought to be carried. He wiſhed to 
give it every fair conſideration; he was bound however to 
premiſe that I boo families would be totally deprived of theit 
preſent means of ſubſiſtence, While there were no leis than 
100,000 people intereſted, BER og 
Mr. Manning informed the Houſe, that out of the.x600 per- 
fohs'alludet to, 1432 had given their aflent; 287 of which 
were owners, and the reſt occupiers.” ss. 2 
Sir Widiam Young again troubled the Houſe to ſet them 
right in caſe any difficulty ſhould ariſe, from the complicated 
ſtatement of the queſtion.” | Phe conteſt was between the 
ation of the aity of London and the great leading inter- 
eſt of the ſame city; and he doubted whether any oppoſition 
could be brought againſt the petitioners, equal either in num- 
hers on in property} - ee ane ee Fu 
The petition Was teferred to the conſideration of a com- 
mittee, conſiſting of the attorney and ſolicitor generals, the 
| C 2 inaſter 
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maſter of the rolls, the members and merchants of the city 
London and the borough of Southwark, the members of 
the counties adjacent, and the gentlemen of the long robe, 
with power to ſend for perſons, papers, and records, and to 
report their opinion thereon to the Houle. | 
AviTxAcT of the PETITION lch profented by Mr. MANNING, in fovcur 
un 23%; _ of the WIT Does, EZ.. 27 2 
A Petition of the ſeveral perſons, whoſe names are chereunta ſubſetibed, being 
merchants and others reiding in or near the cities of London and Weſtminſter, 
the borough of Southwark, and parts adjacent, in the counties of Middleſex and 
Surteys was preſented to the Houſe, and read; ſetting, forth, that, by the great 
increaſe of the trade and commerce of the cities of London and Weſtminſter, the 
Borough of Southwark, and parts adjacent, the preſent legal wharfs and quays on 
the river Thames, and thoſe uſed by ſufferance as wharſs and quays, are found 
to the accommodation of the ſhipping, Which bas been in a ſtate of 
gcreaſe during the laſt hundred years, and to the puryoſes of landing and ſhipping 
goods and merchandize , and, from the crowded ſtate of the faiq river, the navi< 
gation is much impeded, and many inconvenienciea, delays; and accidents, ay 
well as loſſes and damages, are occaſioned to the trade and commerce of the port 
of London; and that, by reaſon of the increaſed navigation of the ſaid river; 
great damages and delays are ſuſtained by the owners of, and perſons intereſted in, 
ſhips and veſſels reſorting to the ſajd port of London; that the faid feveral griev- 
ances might be removed if good and ſufficient wet docks or bafons, canals, and 
cuts, with proper outlets, and other neceſſary works, were made, in convenient 
ſituations near the ſaid river, for the reception” and diſtiiatge of veſſels, which 
would give protection and diſpatch to ſhipping, accommodation to compmerc 
and ſecurity to the revenue; and that, for catrying into effect the purpoſes 
aforeſaid, it will be neceſfary to purfaſe certain lands, buildings, and premiſes, 
which cannot be done without the aid and authority of Parliament; and that the 
petitioners have cauſed ſurveys, plans, and eſtimates to be made of the ſeveral 
works necefſary to be dons for providing docks, baſons, canals, and cuts, and 1557 
iccomemodations, as aforeſaid, and have raiſed a ſubſcription for carrying the ſam 
into execution; and therefore praying, that leave may be giving to bring in a bill 
for effeAting the ſaid purpſes, by ſuch ways and under ſuch regulations, and x64 
Auctions, as to the Houſe ſhall N RO ih * 
rAxAT ION OF THE FUNDED AXD/LANDED PROPERTY. 


Mr. Grey roſe to aſk leave to preſent a petition, Which he 
held in his hand, and which was of a very extraordinary na- 
ture, praying for the direct taxation of all the funded and land- 
ed property, and being. ſigned by only one perſon, When, 

er, he informed the Houſe that that perſon was no leſs 


however, 
than Sir Francis Blake, a man of the. pureſt patriotiſm, — 


i 
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of tried integrity, he truſted there would be no apprehenſions 
reſpecting the ſingular circumſtance he had ſtated... When 
it was recollected that the national burdens had riſen to the 
moſt alarming amount, it would not ſurpriſe the Houſe that a 
man of his diſpoſition ſhould turn his thoughts to the preven« 
tion oſ that evil which had often been foretold, but which now 
came more immediately in proſpect, a national bankruptcy. 
Our preſent ſituation called in a peculiar degree for ſome pru- 
dent intervention, ſince we had juſt ſeen that taxation could 
no longer be extended, the Bill that had been lately read, ap- 
pearing to be one of the laſt of our reſources, Some remedy 
to the uncontrollable profuſion of miniſters, which had been 
more extravagant during the preſent war than in che moſt ex- 
travagant of all wars, the war with America, was abſolutely 
requitite, and the petitioner had attempted to ſuggeſt a plan 
for it. There certainly were many objections to it, ſome of 
which he could ſtart himſelf he thought it nevertheleſs entitled 
to the confideration of the Houſe. It had been a repeated 
aſſertion, that the land of the kingdom payed all taxation, and 
the commerce could ſhift it off and elude it by à thoutand ways, 
when the land bad none. This poſition, Mr. Grey ſaid, 
might be true in the infaney of commerce, but at this time, 
it was clear that it was ſo. The miniſter had computed the 
rental of the landed property of the kingdom to be no more 
than twenty-five millions, while the annual taxes were equi- 
valent, ſame inquiry ought therefore to be made upon the 
ſtate of the national finances. The Houſe might probably re- 
collect, that, ſome years ago, a perſon of the name of Hutchin- 
ſon made an ingenious calculation upon this ſubject, aſſerting 
that there was no public debt, but that it was the debt of in- 
dividuals, who might each diſcharge his ſhare, and, in lieu of 
taxes, propoſed that each ſhould make a contribution for its 
diſcharge. The petitioner had taken up this idea, and acted 
upon the fame plan. As ta the general object of the expen- 
diture, and the neceſſity of interpoling ſome check to it, the 
ſafety of the country demanded that it ſhould no longer be 
delayed. He ſaid, he had waited three or four days for the 
attendance of ſome of the miniſters befote he preſented the 
tition, and he preſented it then, to his regret, nen there 
— only a ſingle niloiffer in the Houſe 402 4 * 
The petition was read — ordered to be laid upon the table. 
Cory the PETITION of $S1z FRANCIS BLAKE, Baxr. 
' TO THE\HONOUR ARE THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

- (© The Humble Petition of Sir Francis Blake, Bore. 
« That the petitioner may be permitted, to sketch for their conſideration the 
Gutline of an arrangement, which takes for its aim the political ſalvation of this 
country 


vs 
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| cCscuntry, the happineſs of the commun ty at ſarge, and of every individual; and 
which propoſes to work its effect by means wich ate apparently both eaſy, certain 
fafe, and honourable: And the petitioner further prayeth, that it may be per- 
ö emitted him to ſtate to the Houſe, for the purpoſe of their more ready determination, 


the reaſons which have influenced him to ſuppoſe the arrangement in queſtion to 
| be franght with che benefits ſuggeſted to him; which are briefly as follow. That, 
| from ſources of information che bet within Viz reach, it has appeared to the com- 
| plete ſatisfaction of the petitioner, that trade is not an object which, by any poſ- 


GSBdle human contfivance, can be made amenable to the payment of any tax that 
| can effect che parties concerned in its management, inaſmuch as, the particy 
ſo concerned can always contrive to relieve themſelves by ſhifting the weight. 
which in that caſe muſt ultimately and principally fall upon the proprietors 
of land, who have no ſuch means of ſhifting the weight: That uni- 
farmley, as the trade of the nation has more or leſs flouriſhed, the territorial 
rental has, in like manner and in ſome ſuch proportion, been obſerved to advance. 
That in the year 2600, the territorial rental paid did not exceed ſix millions per an- 
um: that from the year 1600 to 1688 under all the difficulties and diſtreſſes of the 
Intervening ſpace, the trade of the country increaſed, and the rental advanced from 
fix to fourteen millions per annum omputing, therefore, by the vaſt increaſe of , 
trade from the periot lad named to the preſent time, comprizing a ſeries of years 
for the moſt part favoutable, the final reſult muſt be, that the preſent rental c an- 
nat reaſonably be ſappoſed to fall ſhort of 50 millions per annum; which led of 
evurſc to the following concluſions— that the way to advance the land is to give 
_ every poſſible encouragement to trade; that the way to depreſs the land is to burden 
tc ade; that to burdentradeis in effect, to burden land, beſides dcprefling/it—Taking 
therefore, the preſent territorial rental at fifty milllons per a the funded 
renta! at ten million the two together. at ſixty millions pet annum the pee ſent 
payment to government at fifteen millions per annum the preſfure of thoſe pay. 
ments on the rental named as authorized by ge netal acknowledgement at fifteen ſhill- 
H gs in the pound—the petitioner proceeded to reaſon upon thoſe Jt a; 6 follows 3 
If it be true that the territorial! and ſunded rental is ſixty millions per annum 
then it 15 true alſo, that five ſhillin3s in the pound on ſuch rental will raiſe a re- 
venue of fifteen millions per annum it be rue, that we row pay at the 
rate of fifteen ſhillings in the pound to raiſea revenue of fifteen milfions— 
then is it alfo true, that we pay 'ten thillings in the pound more than we 
have any occaſion ' to pay: if it be true, that the trading part of the 
nation can always. contrive to create for themſelves an exemption from ſtate 
burdens—then Is it true alſo, that the landed and ſounded Proprietork are, and 
have all along, to their irreparable los, beep the principal, if not the fole, ay- 
maſters of all impoſts, and, conſequently, that little or no injury will be done to 
thet body of men, but that great and laſting advantage will accrue to them and 
to their poſterity, by changing the mode, as here propaſed, of collecting the re- 
venue. The petitianer therefore prays, that he may be permitted and authorized 
to charge his ical eſtates with the payment of 43c,000l, or with the payment of 
87 6 | lach 
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ſuch other ſum, be the ſame more or leſs, as may be aſcertaited by the Houſe to 
be his proportionate ſhare of the public debt, ſuppoſing the ſaid public debt to be 
parcelled out for payment among the exeral proprietors of lands, mines, wazers, 
tythes, rents in any way ariſing chere from, monies ſo ſecured and public funds: 
And the petitioner further prays, that his ſaid eſtates may be made ſubjecł to the 
payment of intereſt on the ſum ta be charged, as above, at the rate of 41. per cent. 
or any other rate of intereſt, be the ſame more or leſs, which may appear to the 
Houle to be his proportionate ſhare of the annual charge of the faid public debt 
ſuppoſing the ſame to be transfered as aforeſaid: And the petitioner further prays, 
*hat he may be permitted and. authoriſed to pay, ia, future, his proportionate. ſhare of 
the civil liſt and peace eftabliſiment by an annual pound rate, the quantum of which 
pound rate to be aſcertained by the Houſe in like manner as before hay been named. 
And the petitioner further prays, that as often as the exigencies of goverument 
may requice 4 further aid, he may be permitted and authoriĩſed to pay his proportion- 
ate ſhare of the ſame by ſuch an additional pound rate as may be, aſcertained by the 
Houſe, tv be fuficient to accumulate the ſum which would fall to his lot of payment, 
ſuppoſing the whole annual ſupply: to be raiſeq within the year, and parcelle4 out for 
payment among the ſeveral Proprietors aforeſaid: andthe petitioner further prays, 
*hat he may be permitted and authoriſed to make ſuch temporary and permanent 
Pay ments, as have been ſeverally named and aſſented to on his part, by half yearly 
inſtalmnets,. and that the ſame, may be declared to be accepted in full fatisfaQion 
of his proportionate ſhare of all taxes, cuſtorns, dutirs, and parliamentary impoſts, 
15d already, or which hereafter may be laid, on the ſubjeRs of. this country, of 

their concerns. | 


Sir Rebert Saliſbury wiſhed to know of the honourable gen- 
tleman, ho had given notice before the xecels that he intend- 
ed to propoſe a tax upon dogs, whether he intended to bring 

that ſubje& forward? $05.4 te 7 | 
Mx. Dent ſaid he had that intention, and that he ſhould 
propole it in the next committee of ways and means, unleſs he 
ſhould have the minifter's aſſurance that he himſelf \ as deter- 
mined to K it early in- the next ſeſſion of parliament, in 
which cafe he ſhould give it up, under a conviclion of its be- 
ing likely to be more effectual than if it came from him. The 
idea he had was, that the produce ſhould be appropriated ſolely 
to the relief of the poor. and he ſaid he e in the 


propriety of impoſing ſuch a tax, from having received accounts 
that 1 5000 ſheep were annually deſtroyed by dogs. 
Mr. Burden (aid, he was inclined to think the tax would be 
productive, and that the farmers in genętal would rather ap- 
prove than complain of irt. 
After à ſhort converſation, the buſineſs ended for the preſent. 
Some private buſineſs being after wards gone through, the 
Houſe adjourned,” s.. | ren 


« 


HOUSE 
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5 HOUSE OF LORDS. | 
Thurſday, Feb. 9 
Heard' counſel further on the 1 n 8 Ken - 
loch, and adjourned, | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. So 
Thursday, Feb., 9. _ I 
INCTLOSUR ES. ; 77h 
dare Incloſure Bill as paſſed. A 
Ke. petition was preſented from the Mancheſter Agricultural 
ia favour of the general incloſure Bil, and ordered to 
on'the table. 

"Bill were ordered in, for incloling the waſte lands of Brad- 
ford, Hinton, Worthington, Hinton Cayſton, North New- 
ington, Sharrington, Cartinill, Ellow., Harlington, Blather- 
wick, Malden, F mord, Houghton Regis, Farringdonz 
and Ridgmont. 

LOAN, 


Mr. William Smith brought up the report of the committee 
appointed to conſider the circumſtances of the late loan, which 
which was ordered to be printed. Mr, Smith gave notice that 
he ſhould move to have the report. 

Alderman Anderfon preſented a petition. from the proprie- 
tors of the millions bank, praying that they might be allowed 
to divide Womete and diſlolv — ur which was teſerrod to 

anna ; 

General Smith ſaid, he roſe to ſtate to the Houſe a motion 
which he would then ſubmit, reſpecting the barrack returns. 
He faw the name of general De Lancey to the accounts of 
forty four different barracks; but the manner in which the ex- 
pences were applied was not ſpecified. General Smith was 
egg, at large againſt ſuch a mode of turniſhing accounts z 


73. Speaker informed him that he was irregular in making 
a preamble to his motion. 

v which” he moved, © That there be laid before the 

an account of the number of — and cavalry, for 

which 'the different barracks were provided 

Mr. Grey ſaid, he wiſhed to know fron the N A 
war, when the further extraordinaries of the army, which 
was called for previous to the receſs, would be Rrrniſhes 


to the Houle: as he intended, if he did not get a fatisfaCtory 
anſwer, 


en 
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anſwer, to make the following motion, Which, embraces. 
the whole of the queſtion he wanted information upon: 
% "That there be laid before the Houle, eſtimates of the ground. 
rents of grounds upon which barracks have been built—of the, 
yearly rents of buildings occupied as barracks---and of the 
monizs expended inthe. purchaſe of. grounds for the further 
erection of barracks,” PAR 
The Secretary at Mar replied, that te believed the accounts 
which the hon. gentleman had called for, wore either ſtated in 
thoſe furniſhed to the Houſe, or in other accounts about to be 
furniſhed, there would therefore be no occafion for the motign. 
He had faid, on a former night, that there were eſtimates of 
barracks to be built, preſented, which, therefore, could not 
have all that regularity which gentlemen called for; be was 
certainhowever that general De Lancey had ie in his power to 
give regular returns of the expences of the barracks already 
built and occupied; and this, he preſumed, was the cafe, It 
was true, Government had it in contemplation to build more 
barracks: but they had not yet determined to what extent. 
When this point {hould be ſettled, the accounts would be ſub- 
mitted' with preciſion, till then there could be no preciſe eſti- 
mate and calculation. | Eh hk a 
: Mr. Gyey ſaid, he had no objection upon the aſſurance he 
had receiced to forbear his motion, though he was not zt alt 
ſatisfied with the information he had juſt heard. He could not 
be ſatisfied, when he conſidered the intention of government 
to proceed in the indefinite erection of barracks; when he ſaw 
them endeavouring to eſtabliſh a ſyſtem that ever had been 
deemed the moſt unconſtitutional, a ſyſtem that had been re- 
ſiſted in all good times as ſubverſive ot our rights and liberties 
as Engl ſumen. It was, Mr. Grey, ſaid an alarming circun - 
ſtances to {ce 1,158,000). laid out already in the buſineſs; and 
ſtill more to ſee adminiſtiation going on in a plan of undefined 
expenſe. Where were they to ſtop? Hie wiſhed again to 
aſk the honourable ſecretary when miniſters would have their 
minds made up, and when he could furniſh eſtimates of thoſe 
barracks that wege intended to be buile. 
The Secretary at War ſaid, that he could not fix any parti- 
cular time he had beſote ſaid all he could ſay on the ſubject. 
The honourable gentleman might call their building more bar- 
racks an indefinite intention perhaps, as they had not their 
minds made up; they were however ündetetmined as to the 
number. They had no idea of an indefinit® erection of bar- 
racks, as the honourable gentleman ſeemed to argue. * 
The motion was then withdrawn, 


Vor. III. 1796. D The 
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The Secretary at Ii ar preſented a liſt of the Officers in In- 
dia, lately promoted to his. Majeſty's ſervice. 

General Smith expreſſed himſelf ſatisfied with the production. 
of thoſe papers, which he had called for previous to the receſs. 
Adjourned. | - | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
WepnEsDAY, February 10. — 


8 T. PAUL's CHURCH. 


Lord Hood preſented a petition from the pariſhioners of St 
Paul's Covent Garden, praying that leave may be given to- 
bring in a Bill to enable the pariſhioners to rebuild; the church 
of the ſaid pariſh, conſumed ſome months ago by fire. Read, 
and referred to a committee. 3 34 
Ordered, that Lord Hood, Mr. Fox, the members for tha 
city of London, county of Middleſex, &c. be of the ſaid com 

| BUTTER, | 
Mr. Hobart preſented a petition from the dealers in butter 
in London and its vicinity, ſtating, that frauds. and incon- 
venience aroſe from the preſent mode of-packing and weighing. 
butter, and praying for a regulation in the fame. Read and- 
referred to a committee. | 


WET DOCKS, 


Ordered, on motion, that all members who attend the . 
mittee on the petition in favour of the formation of the new 
wet docks in Wapping have voices. h 
On STRAW ANI” Hav. TY loca 

Mr. Manwaring preſented a petition from the conſumers 
of Hay and ſtraw in London and the vicinity, praying that 
regulations may be adopted in the ſale of thoſe articles. Read, 
and referred to a committee to report their opinion oſ the ſame. 
a 05 eee tenen, 

Sir John Sinclair, preſident of the board of Agriculture, pre- 
ſented a petition, praying for further grants, as al! the former 
grants bad been expended in the purpoſes for which they 
were voted. Oy 5 


el e. WAYS AND MEANS. | 
In a committee of ways and means, two millions, five: 
hundred thouſand. pounds, in exchequer Bills, were votcd for 
| 2 he 
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the ſervice of the current year. And in a committee of ſup- 
ply the ſame ſum was voted to make ar 4 like ſum TR 
'Jalt year. Adjourned. * = 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
TrursDaAY, February 11. 


Heard counſeVfurther on the appeal, Lindſey verſus Ken- 
Joch, till ſix o'clock. Adjourned, 


— ñꝑ — —— 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thurſday, Feb.. 11. 


Mr. D. Scott preſented a petition from the Diredtors of the 
Faſt India Company, for leave to bring in a bill to enable the 
ſaid Company to throw down certain houſes in Leadenhall 
Street, &c. and to erect certain additions to the India . 
agreed to. 

| -PUBLICANS. 


Mr. Fer preſented a petition from the Publicans, retailers 
of malt liquors, praying for certain regulations more effectually 
io prevent the ſtealing of pewter. pots; the petition ſuggeſted 
that /publicans ſhould be — lending or leaving pots 
at the houſes of meir cuſtomers. Ordered i to lie on the table, 

RAIN. | 


General Smith ſaĩd, it was his intention to move for monthly 
returns of the corn imported i into Great Britain, in — 22 
off the late baunties s granted by parliament. 


SLAVE TRADE. 


Mr "Wilberforce moved for an account of the number of 
veſſels, together with accounts of their tonnage and the num- 
der of men they carry, employed in the tranſportation of 
faves from the coaſt of Africa to the Weſt India Iſlands ſince the 
1aft accouuts were laid upon the table; as alſo an account ↄſ the 
number of ſlaves tranſported to the Weſt India Ilands from 
the coaſt of Africa, and from our.,own.. golonies, to fo- 
reign parts. Ordered, a 
Sir Milian Dolben moved that the Neve carrying 28 be 
read to-morrow, pro formd,. previous to. its 8 ne 
and a committee inted thereon. Ordered N 
Mr. A. Robinſon roſe, in conformity to his notice on br 
mer day, to move a propabtion ta reſtrain members of patlia- 
from having any concern in foreign loans. He pretaced his 
motion by w variety of ohſetvations on the/perwewusinfluepce 
of fore igu connections an oy and then proceeded to animad- 
| 1 vert 
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vert on the political conduct of the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, the Emperor of Germany, Fabius, and General Waſh- 
ington; the Duke of Marlborough, and General Dumourier. 
The Right Honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer had, he 
obſerved, formerly prided himſelt ou the boldneſs of his meaſures 
and the kind of eloquence in which he introduced them; but 
in the preſent ſeſſion his boldneſs and his eloquence (ecmed to 
have concentered in two---he was going to call the, but he 
would not ſav-- infamous Bills, as they had patled that Houle 
on them he ſeemed to have bent the whole purpoſe of his ſoul, 
aud to have been in the oppoſite ſcale of teſet ve and ſecre fi- 
lence on other ſubjects, Ihe preſent war, (and no one knew 
the cauſe of its commencement or its continuance, or where, 
or when, or how it would end,) had been often diſc uſſed in 
the Houſe; but the Emperor of Germany knew better than 
any member of that Houſe what it was kept up for (except the 
mmiſter, WhO gave no fort of information on the ſubject but 
what concerned the loans and the ſupplies, the ways and means, 
and the ordinaries and the extraordinarics) The Emperor, it 
was true, was a gieat man, and ſaid to be deſcended from a 
heathen God; he did not know what God it was, but from his 
conduct to the daughter of Louis the ſixteenth, he muſt ſuppoſe 
it to be Janus. Great and god-like, however, as he was, it 
ſeemed very ſtrauge that this country ſhould make loans to that 
Emperor, who was plundering the Elector ['alatine, a prince 
deſcended from the ſame ſtock as the ſovereign Houlc of Han- 
over. He then naticed the general deſtruction of the war, 
and the victories of Dumourier, whom he compared io the 
Duke of Marlborough, but preſerred General Waſhington to 
either, and compared him to Fabius. | 
Ne paſſed an eulogium on lord Clarendon, whom he con- 
traſted with the preſent miniſter. That nobleman, he ſaid, 
had diſtinguiſhed himſelf by the pureſt patrotiſm; and it was 
related by him, that the great attachment which his political 
courſe of life diſplayed to the conſtitution. of this country, 
ſprung in a great meaſure from the hatred, with which he had 
been inipired hy his father's warnings to him againſt the con- 
duct of a notorioully corrupt ſtateſman of his day, ſtrengthened 
ſtill ſarther by the circumſtance of thoſe precepts being the laſt 
uitered by his father before he expired. Ihe father of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Robinſon ſaid, might be 
ſaid to have died with ſimilar precepts: in his mouth; but 
how greatly was the reverſe the eſtect of his liſe and death on his 
1 | N 4, fa & 5 5 
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lle then adverted to the corrupt practices that he ſaid had 
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been purſued in making loans; and reprovated foreign 
loans, particulatly the laſt loan, which had been the ſub- 
ject of converſation in the Houſe. | It was fad that one 
member alone had 1,20040001:: thereof; and it was aſſerted 
that on the laſt Joan to the Emperor, feveral member 
had, and every man in that Houſe who choſe it, might have 
made 12001. Alter ſome further obfervations, and apologiz- 
ing for the difſidence and embarraſſment which he felt in of- 
fering a motion. dictated by a conſcientious ſenſe of duty, he 
moved for leave to bring in a Bill co prevent any member of 
that Houſe from becoming a party, either as a principal ar by 
agent, in the tranſaction of any loan to a foreiga ſovereign or 
ſtate. 1 be 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, it was unneceſſary 
for him to trouble the Houſe with more than a very few obler- 
vations, and he would not follow the honourable gentleman 
through the whole of his ſpeech; it was ſufficient to notice 
the two points upon which he appeared to rely, and theſe were 
loans for the public fervice, and tor thoſe in alliance with us. 
Upon the firſt it was not he perceived the honourable gentle- 
man's purpoſe to inſiſt directly, though be had generally de- 
precated loans; upon the other, as it was the direct object 
of the motion, he muſt remark, that it involved much ſerious 
conſideration; it was a ſubject upon which the Houſe ſhould 
enter free from prejudice, and upon the ſole merits of that 
neceſſity, or policy which demanded it on the parts of the 
borrower and the lender. This conſideration naturally in- 
volved the whole queſtion of the war, which he apprehended 
was not intended to be argued at the time; neither was it, he 
believed, as far as he could judge of the wisdom of that Houſe, 
likely that they would tic up the hands of Parliament from 
granting ſuch loans or ſupphes as the public ſervice and en- 
gagements required, if ſuch ſhould be required, any more 
than the ſupplies for the public ſervice at home. 

Another way in which loans had been objected to was, that 
they had been converted into means of corruption in that 
Houſe: and the tranſactions of the laſt luan had been mention - 
ed; but that ſubje& had been already fully diſcuſſed in that 
Houſe, and in a committee above ſtairs, the report of which 
would enable every gentleman to ſatisfy himſelt how far cor- 
ruption could attach there. | | 

If the honourable geutleman meant by his propoſed Bill to 
prohibit members of that Houſe from purchaſing ſetip, after it 
d been guaranteed by parliameat, how difficult, nay, how 
Impoſſible it would be to apply ſuch a law with any chance 
ot 
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of effect. In regard to the propoſed end of preventing corrup- 
tion, the laws in being were already ſufficient either to pre- 
vent or puniſh” the practice. He therefore conceived the 
whole of the honourable gentleman's motion to be uſeleſs, and 
calculated only to clog and impede” the meaſure of a foreign 
Joan, k 8 4 
Mr. M. Robinſon aid in explanation, that he did not mean 
generally to oppoſe all means of carrying on the war, but that 
he diſapproved, at all times, of a war being carried on by this 
country in any other way than by ſea, a warfare which con- 
tinental loans were by no means calculated to encourage, as 
they were paid in caſh and drained” the country of its current 
coin. | 
Mr. Fox faid he could have no Uifficulty in aſſenting to the 
motion before the Houſe. He was a determined enemy to the 
proſecution of the war by means of foreign loans, and he 
ſhould certainly have no objection to the controul of partiament 
being extended under a general propoſition that it ſnould never 
affift a foreign potentate in the praſecution of any war in the 
way of a loan, becauſe there appeared to him to be no argu- 
ment which could ſupport the propriety of a foreign loan, and 
that there were no circ:maſtances of proſpect of gain to us that 
could be equivalent to the riſk of a foreign loan. In ſuch cafes 
we were riſking valuable interefts not for ourſeJves only, but 
for our poſterity alſo, and ſubjecting them to great and enor- 
mous loſſes, incurring a certainty of expence for which it was 
impoſſible for this country to be indemnified. Such was his 
opinion upon foreign loans; were he not however of tuat opi- 
nion, ftilt he ſhud be againſt this Joan under the preſent ſi - 
tuation of our affairs. He was one of thofe who voted in fa- 
vour of the Bill, Which prevented contractors from ſitting in 
Parliament; he was nevertheleſs ready to admit that thoſe Whe 
2thſted in public loans at home were judieiouſty excluded from 
the provifions of that Bill, for there were great diſtinctions 
between a Britiſh Joan, and a foreign loan; their op#rations 
upon the country were extremely different. In the formation 
of foreign qoans it muſt be extremely difficult to proceed upon 
the diſcuſſion of their propriety without having the contractors 
of them fitting in that Houle, He was glad that an opportu- 
nity would occur ſoon for difcuffing the propriety of foreign 
loans, it would be well to determine how far that lyſtem was 
to be purſued, and he had no objection to the diſcuſſing that 
ſubject ſeparately, the motion of the honourable gentleman 
went however to deſire that the ſubject ſhould be 1 
fairly, and ſree from bias; and, if ſome fuch prohibition asith 


mo- 


Fra. z.] WOODFALL'S PARLTAMENTARY REPORTS: 7% 


motion purported to eſtabliſh be noteſtavliſhed, and be notaflent- 
ed to, the very men who were the molt intereſted. in the iſſue 
would be ſutting in-jadgment on it: it moreover appeared 
to him an important thing that the public ſhould be told there 
were none in that Houſe who were intereſted in the ſucceſs of: 
that on which they were called upon to decide whether or not 
it ſhould. be adopted. The right honourable gentleman had 
{aid the Houſe would have an oppartunity of diſcuſling the cir- 
cumſtances of the late loan at home. He truſted'it would. and 
he would venture. to ſoretel that whatever might have been the 
the extent of the labouts of the committee who inveſtigated 
tñat ſubject, and whatever might be the report on it, nothing 
would appear that would deprive the honourable gentleman 
(Mr. William Smith)who moved it, of the thanks of the pub- 
Ic for his conduct upon that occaſion, In point of fact ho- 
ever, a loan was a ſort of contract, which tne Houſe ought to 
watch carefully, beauſe it might poſſibly lead to influence, 
and they muſt not be men, but children, if they did not think its 
led (whatever they might think of the late loan} to parliamen- 
tary corruption, which was a ſubject which the Houſe could 
not too oſten ot too ſeriouſly diſcuſs. Theſe ohſervations were 
applicable to all loans; he mult however ſay, that every argu- 
ment upon the ſubject applied much more peculiatly and for- 
cibly to foreign loans than to any other. Pledging the faith, 
of the country, and draining its reſources for the aid of foreign 
powers, at any time, was a very ſerious thing; that Hauſe 
ought therefore to have as much ſecutity againct the influence 
which loans create, as the nature of the thing was. capable of 
admitting, and whatever the Houſe might think of the loan of 
laſt year, he was of opinion that it ought for the reaſons he had 
ho had ſtated to entertain the preſent propoſition: in order to 
to ſatisfy. the public, by letting them ſee that no, perſonal, in- 

tereſt could bias any member of that Houſe in the diſcharge ot 
his public duty. | 15 eee 

The queſtion being put, the Houſe divide. 
Nees (Againſt the motion) rares Sir ng 
Ayes (For it), + * Ait 1oansot mths 
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Heard counſel further on the appeal, Lindſey ve Ker 


Houſe 


loch. Adjourned till Tueſday, 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday Feb. 12. 


The Woolſtone Incloſure Bill was read a third time and 

paſſed. uot 
INNXEFPERS BILL. 

The Secretary at War having ſtated, that ſome inaccuracies 
had eſcped in the wording of the Bill, moved that it be with- 
drawn, and leave given tobring in a new bill to the ſame effect. 
Agreed to. The new bill was accordingly brought in, read 
a firſt, and ordered to be read a ſecond time, on Monday the 
15 th. 5 
BILL FOR RECOVERY OF SMALL DEBTS. 


\ Alderman Luſbington preſented the report of the committee 
to whom the petition of the corporation of London bad been 
refered. for leave to bring in a bill for regulating the mode of 
recovering fmall debts. | 

The report being received, Alderman Luſhington moved 
ſor teave to bring in a Bill grounded on the fame. 

The ſubſtance of the motion was, to explain and amend” 
the 3d of James I. for the recovery of ſmall debts, by extend- 
ing the power and juriſdiction of courts of requeſt from forty 
ſhillings to five pounds, The queſtion being put, | 

Mr Fekyll faid, that on a former occaſion, he had taken the 
liberty ro ſtate the impolicy of paſſing ſuch a Bill as the wor- 
thy alderman propoſed into a law, - He ſtill entertained the 
fame opinion, and expected that notice at leaſt would have 
deen given him of an intention to bring forward the meaſure, 
as he had pledged himſelf to oppvſe that 'meaſure, if revived. 
Though the Bill was not yet under the uſual courſe of diſcuſſion, 
he would however take that opportunity of ſtating generally, 
though perhaps not very accurately, his objections to it. The 
object of the Bill was to extend the juriſdiction of the city of. 
London, and of courts of conſcience, for the recovery of ſmall 
debrs of 40s. to the ſum of 51, Which he conceived to be 
an infringement of the rights of juries, and a conceſſion to 
commiſſioners who had-no legal knowledge, but who were to 
be placed in judgment upon the moſt important legal queſti- 
ons, ſuch as thoſe which often occur on the ſtatute of trauds 
and diſtributions, &e. What he defired to hear was the poli- 
cy that juſtified fo ſtrange a violation of right? What was 
the exigency that preſſed it? Was not the juriſdiction of the 
country, us it then ſtood, ſufficient to enable creditors to te- 
cover debts aazgumting to 5l. without exacting any new law? 

| He 
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He had heard many reaſons in defence of the meaſure, not 
one of which warranted ſo dangerous an infringment. It was 
ſaid, that the proceſs for the recovery of ſmall debts exceed- 
ing 40s, was both tedious and expenſive; the regulation of the 
expence however Jay with the courts themſelves ; and, if pro- 
perly ſtated, there was little doubt but ur would reform any 
abuſe that might be proved to exiſt. The advantage of a 
judge preſiding in court, and the deciſion of a jury on facts, 
were clearly points ſo very material, that they ought not to be 
lightly forteited. He did not impute any blame to the worthy 
alderman; nor did he ſuſpect any improper motives in bring- 
ing forward the Bill. He thought, however, that it was taking 
from a court, which had the aſſiſtance of a jury, cogni- 
Zance and trial, matters that could be very properly decided 
by it, to another where the advantage of a jury was wantin 
and where they could not fo well be inveſtigated. He ſhould 
therefore oppoſe the Bill in every ſtage. bi 
Alderman Luſhington (aid in reply, that the learned gentle- 
man, it was obvious, was not perfectly acquainted with the 
detail of the Bill; if he were, he would not be fo decided in 
his opoſition to it. So far from taking away the trial by 
it would on the contrary be found to ſtrengthen that trial. 
This had inconteſtibly been the caſe in reſpect to the power 
already given to the commiſſioners of courts of conſcience in 
the * of debts amounting to 40s. It ſhould be conſi- 
dered, that at the time that power was given, 40s. was at 
leaſt equal in value to what 5l. is at this time. e oppuſi- 
tion ſhewn by the learned gentleman, the alderman faid, was 
rather premature, as it might be made with more propriety in 
other itages of the Bill. "The alderman concluded with ob- 
ſerving, that his conſtitutional principles were ſo generally 
known, that they precluded the poſſibility of his being charged 
with a deſign that could in any manner affect the right of trial 
by jury. „ To * | 
1 4 was given to bring in the Bill. 


HIGH PRICE OF PROVISIONS» 


Mr, Lechmere ſaid, he intended to have brought forward a 
motion relative to the high price of proviſions, but as it would 
come more regularly in the committee of the whole houſe on 
the high price of grain, he would defer it till the fitting of 
that committee, 8 * | 

The order of the day for a committee on the high price of 
grain was then read, diſcharged, and ordered-to ſtand over to 
i veſday the 16th. | | 

Vol. III. 1796. E Mr. 
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Mr. Hobart moved for leave to bring in a Bill for regula- 


ting, &c. veſſels in the African flave trade. 


The ſlave trade carrying Bill was committed, and the re- 


port received. 
LABOURERS WAGES. 


The order of the day for the ſecond reading of the labourers 
wages Bill being read, . 
Mr. Whitbread, jun. ſaid, that ſo conſiderable a period had 


intervened ſince the firſt reading and printing of the preſent 
bill, that he could labour under no imputation of a deſire to 


' hurry i: precipitately through the Houſe, or take gentlemen 


by ſurprize. Ample time had been given to afford members 
an opportunity to conſider maturely its object and regulations, 
and to collect from their conſtituents ſuch information as they 
might require. Every ſtep he had taken, every inquiry he 
had been able to purſue under the preſſure of other engage- 
ments of duty of a different nature, convinced him that the 
object of the bill was good, and that its urgency was preſſing; 
of the means propoſed for its attainment it belonged to the 
Houſe to decide. Havipg beſtowed confiderable pains and 
attention in drawing up the bill, he might have left it for 
their conſideration and determination upon its merits alone, 
did not the neceſſity of the ſubject, and the apparent novelty 
of the meaſure, demand that he ſhould ſay a few words in ex- 
planation. He felt as much as any man how greatly it was 
to be deſired that legiſlative interference in matters of that na- 
ture ſhould be avoided, and that the price of labour, like every 
other commodity, ſhould be left to find its own level. Experi- 
ence however demonſtrated, that mere theory in this inſtance 
is deceitfu}, and that the wages of labour are at a rate below 
the ſtandard of its value, and the neceſſities of thoſe who exer- 
ciſe it. It was unneceſlary to appeal to any authority to prove 
this poſition; the obſervation and the feeling of every indivi- 
dual could not but bear evidence to its truth. He did not 
mean that the wages of the labourer were inadequate for his 
ſubſiſtence and comfort in times of temporary ſcarcity and 
unuſual hardſhip; even at the periods preceding this diſtreſs 
however the evil had prevailed and been ſeverely felt. In 
moſt parts of the country, the labourer had long been ſtrug- 
gling with increaſing miſery, till the preſſure had ariſen to a 
height almoſt too grievous to be endured, while the patience 
of the ſufferers under their accumulated diſtreſſes had been 
uniſormly conſpicuous and exemplary. To prove that labour had 


not proportionably riſen in its value, he would merely ſtate 


the opinion of a celebrated writer (Dr. Price,) that, from the 
| beginning 
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beginning of the 16th to the 18th century, labour had onl 
encreaſed in its price five, bread ſeven, and other articles fif- 
teen times. The conſequence of that diſparity was obvious: 
the poor rates were, at the beginning of the 47 ag Bogart. 
$00,000. in the year 1775, 1,500,000l. upwards of 2, ooo, oool. 
in the year 1785; and, ſince the commencement of the war, 
there had been a further addition of 3 or 400, oool. It was 
not poſſible that the legiſlature could look for population 
while the value of labour was ſo much under- rated: the pro- 
prietor of the land diſcouraged it; marriage was ſhunned; 
and, in the domeſtic circle, among the laborious claſſes of 
the community, the birth of a child, inſtead of being hailed as 
a bleſſing, was conſidered as a curſe, For this ſerious and 
alarming evil a remedy was required, and to this object were 
the proviſions of the Bill in queſtion directed. It was to take 
the labourer out of that ſtate of abject and laviſh dependence 
to which he was conſigned, and to place him in a capacity to 
provide, with the earnings of his labour, a decent ſubſiſtance, 
a comfortable lodging, and ſuitable cloathing for himſelf and 
his family. It was to prevent the youth from flying to the 
army or the navy, and from betaking himſelf to the large 
town for a ſubſiſtence, which as a labourer he could not o 
tain in the country, It was to enable the married man to 
make that proviſion for his family that might cauſe him to 
welcome, not to curſe the birth of his children. It was to 
enable the labourer to enjoy a ſhare of that plenty which he 
creates, of thoſe fruits which he raiſes, and of that comforc 
which his induſtry ſupports. Such were the grounds upon 
which the Bill in queſtion was built,, and by which it was re- 
commended tothe houſe. To thoſe who dreaded every thi 
which wore the aſpect of innovation, and who. 8 
every meaſure that was new, he would ſay, that here was no 
departure from eftablifhed precedents, no introduction of un- 
known principles. The ſtatute of the fifth of Elizabeth was 
enacted expreſsly for the purpoſe of regulating the price of labor, 
That ſtatute was acted upon for forty years, when it was after- 
wards amended by a ſubſequent one in the reignof James the firſt, 
bearing a ſimilar title. He deſired not to be underſtood as 
commending the principle of thoſe ſtatutes; on the contrary 
he was of opinion, that they operated as a clog to induſtry, 
by permitting juſtices to fix the maximum of labour. By that 
means they reduced all men to a level, and diſcouraged exer- 
tions by difabling a perſon to deriveany ſuperior advantage from 
chat ſtrength, expertneſs, ot induſtry, with which he was in 
a ſuperior manner endued. > Whitbread faid, he 9 
| E 2 
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alſo quote the authority of the 8th of his preſent Majeſty, by 
which the wages of taylors were made ſubject to the regula- 
tions of e rat The lord Mayor and Alderman of the 
city of London were it was well known empowered to regu- 
late the wages of ſilk weavers. To thoſe who were jealous of 
the power entruſted to the juſtices, he could only ſay, that he 
left that matter as he found it. At preſent they were poſſeſſed 
of a power to oppreſs the labourer, and this Bill only inveſted 
chem with the additional power to redreſs his grievances, By 
fixing the minimum of the wages of labour, a comfortable ſub- 
ſiſtence was ſecured to induſtry, and at the ſame time higher 
exertions were prompted by the hopes of greater reward. To 
ſome, perhaps, the time of bringing this ſubject forward 
might appear exceptionable. . There were thoſe, who would 
; fay, if the labourer were not diſtreſſed, why agitate a queſtion 
for which no neceſlity calls, and awaken defires which are not 
felt; others, who would maintain that it was unſeaſonable to 
direct the public attention to ſuch a ſubject while the preſſure 
of diſtreſs might excite diſcontents, or raiſe unreaſonable ex- 
pectations; to theſe he would anſwer, that he was not one who 
wiſhed'to ſtand by and ſee wiſe and ſalutary meaſures ſacrificed 
to a pretended inconvenience of circumſtances; and that he 
was of opinion, that what was proper to be done could never 
p be done out of ſeaſon, If any material objections ſhould after- 
it! wards be urged againſt the Bill, he hoped he might avail him- 
4 ſelf of the indulgence allowed to the perſon who makes a mo- 
A tion, and reply to the beſt of his ability, He concluded with 
0 moving, That the Bill be now read a ſecond time.“ 

Mr. Honcytwosd ſeconded the motion. 

The Chancellor of the Exchegaer ſaid, that when the preſent 
Bill was firſt introduced to the conſideration of the Houſe, he 
had declared his opinion, that the principles which it involved, 
and the conſequence to which it led, were of equal importance 
and delicacy, and from the attention which he had been able 
to beſtow upon the ſubject, he was the more convinced that 
he had not formed a wrong eſtimate of its magnitude, or had 
too haſtily been impreſſed by the objections to which it was 
expoſed. He believed, however, that the honourable gentle- 
man had been guided by the moſt reſpectable motives, and 
though .he might differ from him as to the propriety of 
the meafure propoſed, he gave him every credit for the recti- 
tude of his intentions. The preſent ſituation of the labouring 
poor in this country, was certainly not ſuch as one could wiſh, 
upon any PPS either of humanity or policy. The ob- 

ject of the Bull was, to improve the ſituation of the labourer, 
| ü | which 
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which of late had been expoſed to hardſhips, that tney all con · 
curred in lamenting, and were equally actuated by a deſire to 
remove. He would not argue how far the compariſon of 
the ſtate of the labourer relieved, as it had been by a diſ- 
play of benevolence never ſurpaſſed at any period, with the 
ſtate of this claſs of the community in former times was juſt, 
though he was convinced that the repreſentations were exag- 
gerated. At any rate the compariſons were not accurate, be- 
cauſe they did not embace a comprehenſive view of the rela- 
tive ſituations. To the authority of a very eminent calcula- 
tor, (Dr. Price,) he was diſpoſed to pay every mark of defe- 
rence; that authority had been adduced to ſhew the great 
advance that had taken place on every article of ſubſiſtence, 
compared with the flow increaſe of the wages of labour. But 
the ſtatement of Dr. Price was erroneous, as he compared the 
earnings of the labourer at the period when the compariſon is 
inſtituted, with the price of proviſions, and the earnings of 
the labourer at the preſent day, with the price of the ſame 
articles, without adverting to the change of circumſtances, 
and to the different pric2 of proviſions. Corn, which was 
then almoſt the only food of the labourer, was at preſent ſup- 
plied by cheaper ſubſtitucions, and it was unfair to conclude 
that the wages of labour were ſo far from keeping pace with 
the price of proviſions, . becauſe they could no longer purchaſe 
the ſame quantity of an article, for which the labourer had no 
longer the ſame demand. The ſimple queſtion then to be 
conſidered was, whether the remedy for the evil which was 
admitted in a certain extent to exiſt, was to be obtained by 
giving to the juſtices the power to regulate the price of labour, 
and by endeavouring to eſtabliſh by authority, what would 
be much better accompliſhed by the unaſſiſted operation of 

principles? | | 
The Chancellor of. the Exchequer ſaid, it was unneceſſary 
to argue the general inexpediency of any legiſlative interfe- 
rence, as the principles had 9 recognized by the 
honourable gentleman himſelf. The moſt celebrated writers 
upon political ceconomy, and the experience of thoſe ſtates 
where arts had flouriſhed the moſt, bore ample teſtimony to 
their truth. "They had only to inquire, therefore, whether 
the preſent caſe was ſtrong enough for the exception, and 
whether the means propoſed were ſuited to the object intended. 
The honourable gentleman who brought in the Bill, contend- 
ed, that he had the ſupport of experience in this country, and 
appealed to certain laws upon the ſtatute book, in confirma- 
tion of his propoſition, He did not find himſelf called upon to 
: defend 
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defend the principle ofthoſe ſtatutes, they have however been in- 
troduced for purpoſes the very reverſe of the object of the preſent 
Bill. They were enacted to guard againſt a general combi- 
nation among labourers to raiſe wages beyond what was 

thought the natural level. N 
The legiſlature, whether wiſely or unwiſely no matter, pro- 
ceeded upon the idea that large bodies of men might, by con- 
ſpiring to raiſe their wages, injure induſtry, and leave no 
room for ſuperior exertions. He had the ſatisfaction to hear 
the honourable gentleman acknowledge, that if the price of 
labour could be made to find its own level, it would be much 
more deſirable and more politic than to interfere and aſſeſs it 
by any arbitrary ſtatute. If the remedy ſucceeded according 
to the moſt ſanguine expectations, it only eſtabliſhed what 
would have been better effected by principle; and if it failed 
on the one hand, it might produce the tevereſt oppreſſion; 
and on the other encourage the moſt profligate idleneſs and 
extravagance. Would it not be better for the Houſe then to 
conſider the operation of general principles, and rely upon 
the effects of their unconfined exerciſe? Would it not be 
"wiſer to reflect what remedy might be adopted, at once more 
general in its principles and more comprehenſive in its object, 
leſs exceptionable in its example, and leſs dangerous in its 
application? They ſhould look to the inſtances where inter- 
' ference had fhackled induſtry, and where the beſt intentions 
had often produced the moſt pernicious effects. It was, in- 
deed, the moſt abſurd bigotry in aſſerting the general princi- 
ple, to conclude the exception, but trade, induſtry, and bar- 
ter would always find their own level, and be impeded by re- 
gulations which violate their natural operation, and derange 
their proper effect. Ihe poor-laws of this country, however 
wiſe in their original inſtitution, had contributed to fetter the 
circulation of labour, and to ſubſtitute a ſyſtem of compli- 
cated abuſes, in the room of the evils which they humanely 
meant to redreſs; and by engrafting defeCtive remedies upon 
a defeQtive plan, produced nothing but confuſion and diſorder. 
The laws of ſettlement prevented the workman from going to 
that market where he could diſpoſe of his induſtry to the great- 
eſt advantage, and the capitaliſt from employing the perſon 
who was beſt qualified to procure him the beſt returns for his 
advances. Theſe laws had at once increaſed the burdens of 
the poor, and taken from the collective reſources of the ſtate, 
to ſupply wants which their operation had occaſioned, and to 
alleviate a poverty which they tended to perpetuate, Such 
were the inſtitutions which- miſguided benevolence * 
uc, 
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duced, and with ſuch warnings to deter, it would be wiſe ta 
diſtruſt a ſimilar mode of conduct, and to endeavour to diſ- 
cover remedies of a different nature; T he country had not 
et experienced the full benefit of tbe laws that had al 
boon paſſed, to correct the errors which he had explained. 
From the attention he had beſtowed upon the ſubject, and 
from the inquiries he had been able to make of others, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid he was diſpoſed to think we 
had not gone yet far enough, and to entertain an opinion that 
many advantages might be derived, and much of the evil now 
complained of removed, by an extenſion of thoſe reformations 


in the poor laws which had been lately begun. The encou- 


ragement of friendly ſocieties would contribute to alleviate 
that immenſe charge with which the public was loaded in ſup- 
port of the poor, and provide, by the ſavings of induſtry, 
for the comfort of diſtreſs, The pariſh officers could not, as 
formerly, remove the workmen, becauſe he apprehended he 
might be burdenſome; it was neceſſaty that he ſhould be 
actually chargeable before he could be removed. By the 
preſſure of a temporary diſtreſs, the induſtrious mechanic 
might be tranſported from the place where his exertions could 
be moſt uſeful to himſelf and his family, to a quarter where 
he would inevitably become a burden without the capacity of 
being even able to provide for himſelf. To promote the free 
circulation of labour, to remove the obſtacles by which in- 
duſtry is prohibited from availing itſelf of its reſources, would 
in his judgment, go far to remedy the evils, and diminiſh the 
neceſſity of applying for relief to the poor rates. In the courſe 
of a few years, this freedom, from the vexatious reſtraints 
which the laws have impoſed, would ſuperſede the obje& of 
their inſtitutions. The advantages would be widely diffuſed, 
the wealth of the nation would increaſed, the poor man 
rendered not only more comfortable, but more virtuous, and 
the weight of the poor rates, with which the landed intereſt 
is loaded, be greatly diminiſhed. His wiſh therefore was that 
an opportunity ſhould be afforded of reſtoring the original 
purity of the poor laws, and of removing theſe corruptions by 
which they had been obſcured. | 
The evils which they had occaſioned did not he was con- 
vinced ariſe out of their orginal conſtitution, but coincided 
with the opinion of Blackſtone, that in proportion as the wiſe 
regulations that were eſtabliſhed in the long and glorious reign 
of Queen Elizabeth, had been ſuperſeded by ſubſequent enact- 
ments, the utility of the inſtitution had been impaired, and the 
benevolence of the plan rendered fruitleſs. While he _ 
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thus expreſſed his ſentiments which the diſcuſſion naturally 
prompted, it might not perhaps be improper, on ſuch an o- 
caſion, to lay before the Houſe the ideas floating in his mind, 
though not digeſted with ſufficient accuracy, nor arranged 
with becoming clearneſs. Neither what the honourable 
gentleman propoſed, nor what he himſelf had ſuggeſted, were 
remedies adequate to the evils it was intended to remove. 
The great complaint was, that the Jabourer was unable to 
ſupply, by his wages, his own neceſſities and thoſe of his 
children, when his family was numerous. In the exchange 


of all commodities, the rate is fixed by the average of the 


demand and of the ſupply. The average of wages might be a 
little more than enough for ſingle men, and adequate for the 
medium number of children, but where the rate is fixed by 


the average of the demand, the proviſion will unavoidably and 


neceflarily be inſufficient for thoſe who have the preateſt 
number of children, as the majority, which conſiſts either of 
fingle men, or thoſe who have the medium number, will fix 
the rate. The grand defect of the poor laws he obſerved 
was, that they did not diſtinguiſh the caſes where the perſon 
was unable to ſupport his family by misfortunes, or where 
poverty was the confequence of diſſipation. © By this means, 
the aſſiſtance they aitorded often became the premiums of 
idleneſs and the rewaids of ſloth. To prevent this abuſe, to 
remove that degree of Jegradation which was annexed to re- 
ceiving the charity of the poor rates, and to maintain that 
independence of ſentiment which a Britiſh ſubject ſnould ever 
retain, the aid beſtowed ſhould be rendered an honourable diſ- 
tinction, and a matter of right, which the perſon could claim 
when he really was unable to provide for all his children. The 
propoſition of the honourable gentleman; therefore, did not 
provide for that caſe where a remedy was chiefly required. He 
would ſubmit then, if it were poſſible to diſtinguiſh in the diſ- 
tribution of the poor rates the number of children, as the 
recommendation to the bounty, if it could be viewed as a 
mark of honour to the perſon by whom it was received, that 
it ſhould be held as the reward he had merited by the ſervices 
he had performed in the increaſe of its wealth atid its popula- 
tion; this would opcrate as the beſt remedy to diſtreſs, and 
the beſt encouragement to induſtry, All this, however, he 
was ready to confeſs, was not enough, if they did not engraft 
upon it reſolutions to diſcourage the application for relief 
where'it was not wanted, If ſuch means could be practiſed 
as that of ſupplying the neceſiities of thoſe who required aſ-- 
ſiſtance by giving it in labour or affording employment, which 

is 
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is the principle of the act of Queen Elizabeth the moſt 
important advantages would be gained. They would thus 
benefit thoſe to whom: they afforded relief, not only by the 
aſhſtance beſtowed; but by giving habits of induſtry. and fru- 
gality, and in furniſhing a temporary bounty, enable them to 
make permanent prov iſion for themſelves.” By giving effect 
to tne operation of friendly ſocieties, individuals would be reſ- 
cued from the neceſſity of falling 4 burden upon the public, 
and, if requiſite, be enabled to ſubſiſt upon a fund which 
their own induſt ry contributed to raiſe. Theſe gioat points 
of granting relief according to the number of children. 
preventing removals at the caprice of pariſh- officers, and 
making them ſubſoribe to friendly ſocieties, would tend in 4 
great degree ta remove every complaint to which the preſent 
partial remedy could be applied. Experience had already 
ſhewn' how much could be done by the induſtry of children; 
and the advantages of early employing them in ſuch branches 
of manufactures as they are capable of executing, How much 
alſo would ſuch a deſign contribute to eaſe the poor rates! 
how great a part of the labouring order of the people would 
it render productive who now hang heavy upon the reſources 
of the community] This ſcheme of turning the induſtry 
of children to proſit was firſt ſtated and ſuggeſted in the 
writings of Hale and Locke, and had been practiſed with the 
utmoit ſucceſs at Birmingham and other manufacturing towns, 
as well as in other ways in diffetent patts of the kingdom. 
Much might be affected by a plan of this nature, ſuſceptible 
of conſtant improvement. Much might be done likewiſe by 
ſupplemental ways, by converting the labour of children into 
a ſource of wealth, by relieving their parents of the charge, 
by retidering the aſſiſtance of the poor rates. an encourage- 
ment to induſtry, ' inſtead of the reward of idleneſs, and by 
making it the diſtinction of virtue, and the badge of inde- 
pendence. - The law which prohibits' giving relief where any 
viſible property remains, ſhould be aboliſhed, © That degrad- 
ing condition ſhould be withdrawn, No temporary occaſion 
ſhould force a Britiſh ſub ject to part with the laſt ſhilling of 
his little capital, and compel him to deſcend to a ſtate of 
wretchedneſs, from which he could never recover, merely 
that he might be entitled to a caſual ſupply. = 

Another mode alfo of materially athfting the induſtrious 
poor was, the 'advancing of ſmall capitals, which might be 
repaid in two or three years, while the perſon who repaid it 
would probably have made an addition to his income. This 
might put him who received them in the way of acquiring 
ol. III. 1796. F what 
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what might place him in a ſituation to make permanent pro- 
viſton for himſelf. If theſe ideas thus looſely, thrown out met 
the approbation of the Houſe, they might deſerve to be care 
tully wei ghed. Fhe ſubject was of the laſt importance, as it 
involved at once the advantage of the landed intereſt, che 
happineſs. of the people, and the great maſs of the national 
wealth. One grand difficulty, howe ver, lay in the way uf the 
adoption of every plan, however N matured or {killfully 
arranged; it was a difficulty which had retarded more the re- 
formation of the poor laws, than the want of proper means 
aud good regulations ; he meant a pure execution. I his, 
haps, might be obtained by endeavoùring to excite emu- 
tion among thoſe employed, making the conduct of it a ſub · 
je& of parliamentary attention and reviſion. In ſtating a ge- 
neral outline be wiſhed to render ideas moſt diſtinct and in- 
telligible. They might make it the duty of ſome perſon to 
viſit and; report the itate of the various pati in the diſ- 
tricis which he ſuperintended, inquire bow the laws were en- 
forced, and communicate the reſult to magiſtrates in their 
petty ſeſſions, and from thence to the quarter ſeſſions, that 
a record ſhould be kept how the remedies were applicable 
0 particular pariſhes, and that fuch record ſhould be annually 
reported to pailiament, that inferior agents might know that 
their negligence would neither paſs without cenſure nor 
their attention without rewards - That thus the petſons to 
whom the execution of their plan was entruſted, might find 
that in that way they might recommend themſelves by fide- 
lity ts thoſe whoſe notice they were eager to attract. And 
in order that parliament might have time to rear up and im- 
prove the ſyſtem, it ſuould be an annual ſubject of diſcuſſion, 
or regular 7 comprehending all the details relative to 
the progreſs of the undertaking, and to ſhew that the vigi» 
lance of the legiſlature pervaded the whole executive con- 
cerne, and overlooked no object by which the power and the 
happineſs of the ſtate could be promoted. He was: not vein 
enough to imagine that theſe ideas were the reſult of bis on 
inveitigations, but he was happy ta ſay, that they arofe from a 
careful examination of the ſubject, and an extenſive ſurvey of 
the opinions of others. He would only add, that it was a 
ſubject of the utmoſt importance, and that he would do 
every thing in his power io bring forward or promote ſuch 
meaſures as would conduce to the intereſt of the country. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer concluded withapologizing 
for hay ing takis up ſo much, of the time of che Houle, the 
fact wass the importance of the ſuhject had lead dun ae 
8 S further 
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further diſcuſſion; than it had been his intention to; go into; 
and he was deſirous of ſhew¾ing the honourable gentleman 
that he had ſpared no pains to collect information upon it 
and although he gave the honourable gentleman every poſ- 
ſible credit for his humane and laudable motives, yet feeing 
the ſubject in the light in Which he did, he was conipelled te 
give his negative to the motion. * 
Mr. Lechmere (aid, he felt it impoſſible. to give à ſilent 
vote upon the occaſion; becatiſe the Bill in his opinion was 
not only founded upon humanity, but policy alſo; aid the 
late alarming ſeareity of proviſtiohs, he thought, ought to in- 
duce every man who wiſhed to encourage the induſtrious 
poor to promote every ptacticable plan of relief for them at 
ſuch a criſis. No man among the agricultural labourers 
could at preſent ſupport himſelf and bis family with comfort; 
a barley loaf was at the enormous price of twelve · pence- half. 
penny, and every other neceſſaxy of life proportionably dear; 
while the whole of the labourer's daily wages amounted no 
more than one ſhilling. The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
bad, be obſerved, adverted to the exemplary and almoſt un- 
precedented acts of benificence which” occurred in various 
parts of the kingdom: he admitted and admired the liberalit) 
of his countrymen'; be had, however, beard little of any 2. 
bene vulent exertions, ſince unhappily the labouring poor in 
his neighbouthoo@ had not experienced their -blefſed effects. 
Bread being their only ſuſtenance, he conceived, at leaſt, tha 
it ſhould be of the beſt quality. By 'theexocbitant price of 
meat, which he attributed rather to an unpriucipled monopoly 
than any material ſcarcity of that article, the poor were un- 
able to purchaſe it, elſe they might probably make uſe of au 
inferior ſort of bread, which Ae biaſed at a cheaper 
rate, but it would be leſs nutritious in its quality alſo, an: 
therefore not Tufficient ſuſtenance alone. In the part of the 
country that he was beſt acquainted with hie repeated. that 
it was impoſſible for a" poor man to five, though an ho- 
nourable gentleman (Mr. Burdon) upon à former ęvening 
bad aſſer tod that the contrary was the caſe in his part of os 
country. This, however, was the effect of the contribution 
of the rich and the benevolent, and as the honourable: gen- 
tleman had quoted ori thatoccaſion= g- 1 
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It was a noble ſentiment; and he applauded him for it, but jet 
be would rather have the labourer Enjoy the honeſt fruits of 
due as an eleemoſy- 
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nary gift. It appeared to him extremely” neceſſary tat the 
minimum of agricultural labour ſhould at leaſt be fixed; not 
but that he wiſhed equally well to the manufacturer and arti- 
ficer, but he thought that their ſituations called leſs for the 
interference of parliament than the other. Upon theſe-prine 
ciples Mr. Lechmere ſaid he gave his aſſent to the ſecond 
reading of the Bill, becauſe it tended to make the poor man 
„ HO7 HE REI cats) 

L Mr. Buxton ſaid, after the able and comprehenſive fpecchiof 
right hon. the Chancellor of the Exchequer, he would not pre- 
fume to troublethe Houſe much. If the plan of the honourable 
N oppoſite were to do no more good than having drawn 
forth a variety of obſervations fraught with found policy, 
of ſuch an important and complex ſubject, as that ſpeech of 
the right honourable gentleman, he bu affort that it had 
done à great deal, and that tl e honourable gentleman was not 
only entitled to zhe thanks of that Houſe, but to the gratitude 
of his country for the effect his well meant efforts had pro- 
duced, Further than that, he was free to confeſs, that the 
Bill did not appear to him likely to be of much ſervice; his 
reaſon for entertaining ſuch an opinion was, that, if the 
price of labour were to be fixed by the juſtices of the peace, 
according to the regulations propoſed by the honourable gen- 
tleman, he ſeared that many labouring and induſtrious peo- 
ple would be entirely thrown out of employ, and become a 
burden to their reſpective pariſhes. Some ot the people he 
alluded to were thoſe who, by ſickneſs or old age are rendered 
. of doing ſo much as a common labourer, and who 
would conſequently be rejecled in order to give preference to 
younger perſons, and perſons of greater ſtrength and activity, 
and more healthy conſtitutions. Another claſs of people 
which would be much injured by it were the linen-weavers, 
who in the laxity of employment in that manufacture, turn 
their attention to agricultural labour, and are employed by 
farmery to do an inferior kind of work, where a regular Ja- 
bourer can be more uſefully and more profitably employed. 
Theſe people can eatn but a ſhilling per day, when a regu- 
lar Jabourer eatns, eighteen-pence, and conſequently if their 
wages were to be equalized, they would be diſmiſſed. When 


tne honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt (Mr. Lechmere) 


faid, that he had not feen any of thoſe exemplary acts of be- 
neficence which the right honourable gentleman near him had 
fo highly and fo duly extolled, he regretted that he lived in a 
different part of the country than that from which” he bim. 
1 9 ſelf 
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ſel came. (Norfolk), as there the farmers and neighbourin 
gentry had Wan eh entcred into the moſt liberal ſubſcti 
tions for the relief of the labouring poor, which did them ima 
mortal honour. In regard to the 1 and tendency of the 
preſent Bill, he ſaid, that at Chriſtmas be conſulted with 
various well informed farmers and gentlemen in their meet< 
ings at Norwich, and they all unanimouſly concurred in their 
opinions, that if it were paſſed into a law, ic would be-inuri- 
ous, and thereſote he ſhould give his negative to the ſecond 
reading. | fp {xg gt; | 
Sir Thomas Caxhead roſe to do away any miſrepreſentation 
ſrom the aſſertion of an honourable gentleman (Mr. Lechmere) 
that he had not witneſſed any of the unheard of acts of be- 
neficence, which the right honourable gentleman oppoſite 
had fo worthily praiſed, in his part of the country, If the ho- 
nourable gentleman meant Worceſterſhire, as he preſumed he 
did, he was bound to inform the Houſe, and the public, that 
the-farmers and gentry in that country had been'zs active, as 
generous, and as liberal in their relief of the labouring poor, 
as in any other part of the kingdom whatever. He then paid 
ſome high compliments to the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
for his able ſpeech, and obſerved that it was the more praiſe- 
worthy, ſince men in his high {tation but rarely direQted their 
attention to any other objects than thoſe in Which they hap- 
pen to be intereſted, | a Sec 
Mr. Vanſittart ſaid, be roſe to pay a due tribute of praiſe 
to the. honourable gentleman who introduced the Bill, for 
his humane intentions, but declared that he had no 
heſitation in voting againſt it, becauie he thought any arbi- 
trary regulations of juſtices of peace, in the price of labour, 
would be a greater evil than that already complained of, and 
becauſe it was in a great meaſure unneceſſary, as the a& of 
James I. bad already decreed a minimum. 
Mr. Burden ſaid, that what had fallen from an honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Lechmere) mad: it neceſſaty for him to riſe 
to explain himſelf ; he had ſtated on a former evening that the 
3 poor Were well off according to the average of years; 
becauſe ſetting the preſent ſcareity out of the queſtion, many 
of them had been able to lay up a little ſock as a proviſion 
for dickneſs or old age. From the mixed nature of employ- 
ments alſo, in his part of the country, (county of Durham) 
they, acquired more in proportion than at former periods, and 
therefore might comparatively be ſaid to live better. He com- 
plimented the ſpeech of the Chancellor of the Exchequer in 
warm terms, and remarked that his ideas of the friendly ſo- 
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cieties were not viſionary, ſince he himſelf xnew one which 
lent out ten or fiſteen pounds to any of its members, upon 
good ſecurity, to porchaſe a cow, or ſuch; other ſtock, as 
might be uſeful and productive to him; and the ſame ſociety, 
notwitkſtanding the ſcarcity, had lately funded one hundred 
pounds, to do Which he did not ſay but many individuals 
might ſtruggle with ſome temporary difcultics z._ he neverthe- 
leſs mentioned it, in order to ſhew that the induſtrious. poor 
ere not only able to live, but to provide for contingencies. 
Mr. Burdon concluded with ſaying, that the country was in⸗ 
debted to the honourable gentleman for his good intention in 
bringing forward the bill; notwithRandivg, that he diſap- 
proved of the plan propoſed, as it only went to renew an old 
power in the magiſtracy, under Which the magiſtrates. had 
ceaſed to act, in conſequence of practice having proved, and 
experience ſhewn, that it was inapplicable and inefſicient. 
Mr. Nel Edwards faid, with tegard to the principle of the 
Bill, there could be no objection, and though he might differ 
an opinion on othet parts, yet he thought itſhould go into a com : 
mittee, here ſome clauſes might be admitted, and others 
added. At all events, the agitating the queſtion had called 
forth the attention of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
whatever advantages it might derive from him or any other 
quarter, the honourable gentleman who made the motion was 
entitled to every praiſe aud compliment from his, country, on 
the occaſion, but of ſuch preſſing importance was the ſubyect, 
that rather than the whole buſineſs ſhould. be impedech be 
would vote for the ſecond reading alle 
Mr. Fax ſaid, it was neceſſary for him to ſay a fe words 
to explain the reaſon of the vote he ſhould give, if there ſhould. 
be a diviſion upon this ſubject. No man was more againſt 
the idea of compulſion as to the price of labour than he was 
himſelf. His opinion he had often expreſſed to be on the 
other ſide. Ihe queſtion now was not on the general prin- 
ciple, but on that particular ſtate of law, which readers ſome 
meaſure neceſſary to be adopted for the telief of the labouring _ 
poor, while the law, as it ſtands, is ſaddled with fo much re- 
Aton. In ſupporting this Bill he was actuated by the pre- 
ſent very deficient ſtate of the law, and therefore he would... 
ſay, that while the law of Elizabeth and other regulations 
were deſective, with regard to the poor, he thought thatſuch- - 
proyifiens as were no propoſed ought to be. entertained-by. 
parliament; that ſuch remedies ought to be applied. while the 
pot laws remained in their preſent very Ade ſtate, It 
was with that view of the ſubject that he ſupported the fc 
221. esl 10 999% ä 7 4 2 0 in 
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reading of the preſent Bill. He muſt further add, that if the 
Houſe ſhould negative the meaſure as it was at preſent before 
them, he ſhould upderſtand, by their ſo doing, they were of 
opinion they ſhould go to the root of the evil, which this mea 
ſure tended only in part to remedy,, and that they would de ſo 
in a manner that would render the propoſed Bill unneceſſurys 
and even improper, for ſo it would be, if to the root of the 
evil they were reſolved to go. And however eligible the pto- 
poſition of his honourable, friend might be, he was convinced 
that, if what he had brought forward ſhould. induce the Houſe 
to go into a full examination of the ſubject, and to provide 4 
remedy commenſurate to the evil, he would not only have nc. 
compliſhed his own benevolent intentions, but would have 
done x much greater ſervite to the country, than even if the 
Bill Which he bad then brought forward ſhould be adopted: 
With that underſtanding of the ſubject, his hanourable ſriend 
who had brought in the Bill, and to whom the publie were 
much indebted, would allow that the Houſe had acted rightly. 
He merely ſtated thus much by way of ſhewing what was his 
underſtanding of the real ſituation of this caſe, and to-expreſy 
what his ideas were as to what in future ſhould be done on 
this moſt important ſubject. | he 19828) 
Mr. Whitbread role and faid, he could not but congratu- 
late the Houſe on the able and eloquent fpeech which bad 
been delivered by the right honourable gentleman on the ſub= 
ject, which it had fallen to his good fortune to introduce to 
their notice. It was undoubtedly a ſpeech ſupported by much 
ability, and embelliſhed with as much elaquenes as the ſub- 
je& could admit. But, at the ſame time, he muſt he faid- 
remark, that if the poor laws had actually been ſuch, as the” 
right honourable gentle man had ſtated that they ought to be, 
it would not have been neceſſaty for him to have brought for- 
ward the propoſition, which he had ſubmitted to the Houſe; 
He brought forward that propoſition under the ſtrong impreſ- 
ſion, which he was afraid that facts and experience-would' de 
found undeniably to conficm, that the poor in this country are 
in a ſtate in which they ought not to he in à ſtate hardly 
conſiſtent with the character of a civilized country. The 
hardſhips to which they are ſubjected, are (ſuch as, in ſome 
degree, to juſtify the ſtatement which had beenthrown in the 
teeth of himſelf, and other advocates, ſot the abolition of the 
flave trade, © that the lower clafl;s of the working people in 
Engin ate in à worle condition cven than the flaves, WM | 
were the objects of our commiſeration.) What the rignt 
honourable” gentleman had ſtated, about the price of labour 
fuding its own level, he did not exactly recolleR, that, in 
me 
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the mean time, however till that level be found,” the induſtri - 
ous. poor laboured under the . preſſure of immediate 8 
and were placed in a ſtate of intolerable oppreſſion. He a. 
mired the general ſentiments of the miniſter, ſo eloquently 
expreſſed hy him that night, but he muſt be permitted to ob- 
ſetrve that untill the general remedies the Chancellor of the 
xchequer had ſuggeſted, were actually applied to the con- 
dition ot the poor, ſomething. ſhould be done to relieve their 
immediate and crying wants. What would be the effect of 
the remedies which the right honourable gentleman propoſed, 
if the Houſe were to adopt them immediately? What would 
be the effect of his putting an end to the law of ſettlemente, 
which. he had admitted operated ſo oppreſſively on the labour - 
ers of this country? What would be the conſequence of the 
. which he had opened, of allowing them to emigrate 
om one part of the kingdom to the other without reſtraint ? 
All theſe points would be uſeful ;. but their operation muſt be 
flow, and their effect diſtant, whereas the evil was immediate, 
and called for ſome immediate remedy. Even if it ſhould be 
poſũble, to a conſiderable degree, to promote induſtry among 
the children of the poor, and to deſtroy the oppreſlive reſtric- 
tions with reſpect to ſettlements, ſtill it would be a con- 
ſiderable time before the price of labour will have found its 
own jevel. Even if other more effectual regulations ſhould 
afterwards. be adopted, ſtill the Bill was eligible as a temporary 
and immediate relief. It did not compel the magiltrates to 
act; it only empowered them to take the meaſures according 
to the exigency of the times. Sone of his friends Mr. Whit» 
bread ſaid, had ſuggeſted that he ought to make the Bill tem- 
porary; that however was not necellary, as its effect was pot 
at all compulſory if other meaſures ſhould be adopted by which 
the object might be more effectually anſwered. MT 3, 
_ If the Bill he had propoſed ſhould be nzgatived, as from the 
Chance!lor of the Exchequer's ſpeech it would be, he ſhould 
think it his duty to move for à repeal of the act of Elizabeth, 
which was admitted to be inadequate. to its object, under the 
citeumſtances of the preſent time. Ih right hon. gentleman 
had he obſerved ſtated, chat the object ot that ſtatute was to 
prevent combinations of workmen; in that he was miſtaken, 
the preamble expreſsly ſtated that it was for the relief of the 
poor labourers, and ſuch unequivocally appeared to be the 
object of it, howeyer clumuly thoſe whs framed it might have 
gone about it. Another ohjection to the Bill hau been urged, 
Vz, that it went ſo fix the price of labour; they did not go 
to determine what ſhouid be the geæncral price oflabour, under 
i KM =—_ 6 , EE 
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 eircamftitices. As to perſoim ho were engaged 
ther employments, ſometimes: finding a reſource in the 
the oecupa dene f hufbandry, wien tweit dun buſineſs: was * 
26 4 ſtand, and, being hired by thu farmers to do — 
at an itiferidr price, ne did nat feethow thoſeiper 
be affected hy the Hul. Tt--would ſtil be — for the 
ſatmers if it did paſs ta find perſuri co do that ſpetios uf work 
and it was not,” ring” that they ſhouid give their labour feria 
2 leſs fam than was) competent to ſuſtain them. Ab to 
particular caſe of labourers, who have to providd for a num 
of ebildten, he thought that inſtead of putting the relief affords 
ed to ſuch on the footing of charity, ſupplied; perhaps; from 
2 ious fund; and dealt with! a reluctant hand, the tpiſeſt 
4 government could do, would be at onde to inſtitute h 
liberaband fimpte premium for the encuuragement of 
families. There wa one circumſtance to whicty he won 
advert,” before he conchuded, namely, the — — 
.whigh the poor were lodged. It was ſuch as'ought-as 
2 fuffered in a ountry — — — — 
doalting of che equal rights of alb its ſubfebts The landlord, 
who lets the gedund upon leaſe ta the Farmer; does hdt icons 
e boutid to 5 — 0 — The ſarmerʒ 
via tem ntereſt in the property, Ken 
on the — The cottage di ſmuntled, and mouth 
deting to decay; — — nor ſhelter to the 
inhabitant, who is left æxpoſed tu the — Bucs the 
and the inclemency of every ſtaſon. a 
and the opulent farmer, * that' they — or 
the:peſeryation of the induſtrious poor, and "that it id to mem 
they are indebted ſor the ſupport of their grandeur, und tie 
accumulation of their wealth. If, us appeared — vm 
ſent temper of the Houſe, a negative ſhould be 
ſecond reading of the Rill, he 2 — ates 
more for leave! th-brmg in a Bill * es ae of Nu“ 
beth, and afterwards for a — th take into conſidera- 
tion the ſtata o tha pdor la... e db, ett 
Mr. Martin ſaid, he admired the ſpereh Which he Hil 
heard that night delivered b the miniſter; the ejoque nend and 
the Y —— er aud he oped! the priviciples 
| ur it would be put into exertion without te 
adi that eee done, die chougtie that che preſence 
Hill would be ; and, if a diviſion tb place,” tie ſhowy 
vote for the Bill of the honourable gentleman, to Mhom de 
2 his country was under grit . It uuns He 
. r to the AY that the” —— 
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whom ſo much attention was due, ſhould be in ſo deplorable 
a condition as they certainly were at that houryr He hoped 
tþ the: miniſter would not delay to put this ſubject on a proper 
vl footing, ſo that the extenſive plan which: he had fo,cloquently 
il — to the Houſe that night, ſhould be reduced to practice. 
1 General Smith declared that no ſubject vrhatever appeared 
J to him to call ſo ſeriouſly for the attention of that Houle, as the 
preſent condition of the poor in this country, and he took 
treat pleaſure in ſeeing ſo general a diſpoſition to attend ita 
ſubject. He roſe chieſly to ſay, that he ſhould pay all the 
attention he could to wu propoſition that ſhould. be brought 
forward upon this ſubject. - The right honourable gentleman 
had ſtated, that the price of labour, like any other commo- 
dity, muſt be left to find its on level. That right hon; 
tleman did not perhaps recollect that labour does not re- 
emble any other commodity; it is frequently attached to a 
icular ſituation, and cannot he expor ted to foreign parts. 
e had mentioned the introducing of a clauſe for employi 
the children of labouring poor in manufactories, where c 
tain portions of labour, under certain regulations, ſhould be 
exacted from them. This regulating clauſe he owned, he did 
not approve; and he muſt caution the Houſe upon that prac- 
tice, not that he ſhould ſay that ſhould not be done, but that 
it ſnould not be done indiſcriminately ; there were ſome ſpecies 
of manufactures in which, if children were employed, it 
would be very injurious to their healths: He had ſeen, for 
inſtance, children that had been employed at ſome manu. 
ſactories at the Hot Wells at Briſtol, ho were rendered ſo 
weak and. ſickly by their occupation, that there no hopes of 
their arriving to a ſtate of manhood, and therefore he hoped 
that great care would be taken to make proper diſtinctions in 
that reſpec . ä Wenn t 
D Mr. Afartin roſe again, and begged leave to add to what 
de had ſaid already on the ſubject, and which he was ſorry; he 
had omitted, chat he beheld the patience and ſubmiſſion to the 
law, with which the diſtreſſed people of this country had en- 
conſidered the ſubjeR, that he hardly knew what to ſay upon it; 
but he concieved he ſhould not do his duty without ſubmittin 
.a-few thoughts to the eonſideration oſ the Houſe. No man 7 
proved: more than he did the hints and the general ſentiments 
which the miniſter had conveyed to the Houſe that night; but 
it ought not to eſeape the Houſe, that they were all in the 
nature of future regulation, not as immediate remedies for 
Dos 83 
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exiſtingediſtreſs; The preſent bill, on the contrary, was a relief 
to evils that were at this time very ſeriouſly felt. * Hefelt a re- 
tuances to entruit mayiſtrates with n great diſeterionary 
power: what however was to be done to meet the preſent 
vil ? They mutt enable the labourer to live, and that "could 
be done only, ho feared; by either increaſing the price of la- 
bour, or decreaſing the price of proviſions. How was that 
to be done, but by fixing the mmimum of labour, or the mario 
mum of proviſions. He did not ſee any other way to relieve 
the labourer, which certainly muſt be done by ſome means; 
perhaps regulating the price of articles at the market would' be 
the better of the two. The plan which the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer looked to, he thought, was a very good one ad a 
future permanent regulation; but ſomething ſmmediate ſnould 
be done to relieve the poor, and to fatisfy the people at Nh 
proven moment. „ 
Mr. Vanſittart obſerved, that there were ſeveral proviſions in 
that act of conſiderable importance; and therefore hoped it was 
only intended to repeal ſuch parts of it as were obnoxious and 
de cient in point of efficacy. 

Mr. Whitbread then moved that the laid 8 de now read, a 
ſecond ume; meren 
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»' Tt pafledin the negative. " e ec 
The Houſe was moved, that the 48. made in the Sch year 
of the reign! of Queen Eliaabetbh, might be ens. A 0 
And the ſame being read accordingly; eee, 
* Ordered, * * I sein 
That the binde read a ſecond rime upon n * theee 
moths! an 


Mr. Grey ſaid, that, in — of the nates he had 
given, that he ſhould have to bring forward; on Monday the 
th, a a ſubject of great importance; he wiſhed to put to the 

miniſter a queſtion, having received an account of intelligence 
faid to have arrived in ton that day, which, if true, might 

materially. inſſuence che manner in which be ſnould bring the 
forward. 'T he account to which he alluded, was, 

« That in conſequence of a preliminary convention, ſigned be- 

tween his Imperial Majefty and the French Republic, à con- 
greſs is to be held for a general peuce, to which the other hel- 


ligerent powers are invited to accede. He therefore aſked 
the miniſter, if he had received intimation of that ſubject, and 
whether it was or was not known to his Majeſty's minifters2 

Tb Chancellor e the Exibeguer faid, he had no real inforums- 
tion upon the ſub Hs bad Cen a Nrengh paperz AF. Betele) 
purporting to be . Paris, che 10th of the — 
a mona, 
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month. It did not come to gbvernment; nor did be kh 
any thing of the channel of the o unication ; and there 


were certain circum ſtances Which made him entertain doubts 


with regard to the authenticity of it, atleaſt; he could ſa y, chat 
he had not the ſlighteſt information reſpecting the tranſection... 
Ihe Houſe, in a committee of ways and meaps, voted two 
millions and a half on -exchequer bills, &e:: and other reſolu · 
tans Adjourn ed. ind onobiy n 
et 3 22 rite yh een gut ur nad 
noten or oo om 
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\, Northwold and Dorntoo Ballet incloſures,. Thames any 
Severn canal, and St. ride's church bills, were. read a thir 
fime and palled. | ade ee. 
.: The fave carrying. bill was read a firſt time, and ordered to 
be read a ſecond time on Thurſday. _. . —_— 
The inn-keepers bill was read a ſecond time, and ordered 


to be committed for the next day. 
Mr. Hobart brought up the report of the committee of w 0 
and means, which having been agreed to, the neceſſary bills 
were ordered to be brought in. Lo 
$6.37 4100 {+ +4 1 2 MOTION; FOR PBAGSK4 ita ord nu pi 
Mr. Grey -roſe to make + his promiſed motion on 
the ſubjet of peace, and in ſubſtance addteſſed the 
chair as follows. © In riſing to bring this ſubject once more 
before this Houſe; I cannot help expreſſing my ſincere regret, 
that the citeumſtances of the country, have been ſuch as to 
render it neceſſary for me ſo earneſtly to preſs. it upon your at- 
tention. I have frequently been unfortunately called upon 
to make a motion of a ſimilar tendeney to the preſent; the 
taſk is again impoſed upon me, by the duty and attention 1 

owe to the "intereſts and ſafety of the :countrys I 


a 


r — 


munication upon this ſubject came from the throne, ſome- 
ting would have been done, calculated to give effect to the 
pfomiſes hic miniſters held out and to gratity the expecta. 
tions which thepublick had juſtly formed; but I have been 
diſappointed. I hoped, that ſince we were told in his Ma- 
jeſty's meſſage that the order of things in Frayce was ſuch 
2s” made them capable of maintaining the accuſtomel rela- 
tions of peace and amity; and that the form of government and 
principles of that nation were no longer irreconcileable with 
focial order, and the political ſecurity of Europe, ſome mea - 


E ſures; 
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ſures would have been talen in the way of negotiation, and that 
the ſentiments then brought for ward, would haue produced: a 
conduct which would have rendered my further interference 
unneceſfary. I ardently expected that while Europe was 
— at every pore, white the calls of this exhauſtedicouns 
try werd ſo urgent, miniſters would have done ſomething to 
havo realized the fond hopes we were all led to indulge. No 
ſach thing has taken place. An interval of two months has 
elapſed, and after the moſt favourable opportunities of nego- 
tiating with advantage had been allowed to unimproved, 
it does not apprar that we have approached” nearer to that 


event to which the withes and the intereſt of the nation equally 


pointed. On tbe contrar y, it appears that miniſters are de - 
termined to proſecute. to extremity a conteſt, the "uniform 
progreſs of which has been marked with diſaſter, and the 
continuance” ſeems pregnant with | deſtruction. ': Miniſters 
have formally renounced the principles of the war upon 
which they fet out, totally changed their language, and 
flattered us with hopes of peace; but "while they are de- 
luding us with promiſes,” they hurry us into all the ex- 
pences and calamities attendant upon war. It was no 
longer the preſervation of ſocial order, the fafety of regular 
government, or the extirpation of doctrines boſtile to our 


tranquilliity.' ' They were forced to recur to the expedient of 


deluding the people with the hopes of peace, while they were 
determined to perſevere in the ſyſtem of warfare.” Under ſuch 
circumſtances, I ſay, that 1 feel it my indifpeaſible duty once 
more to demand the attention of the Houſe, J hope with more 
ſucceſs than has attendded me on any ſimilat occaſion. | 
_ «©. Before we embarked in hoſtilities, before we had plunged 
into a war which has been marked by fuch-. unprecedented 
calamity, by one continued ſeries of miſery and misfortune, 
it fell to my lot to ſupport a propoſition of a right honourable 
gentleman, which was calculated to explain and make intelli- 
gible to this Houſe, and to our fellow ſubjects, the principle 
upon which miniſters thought it neceſſaty to diſturb the peace 
and tranquility of the nation. Our efforts were not crowned 
with ſucceſs. We at laſt embarked in the wary without un- 
derftanding the principle on which we ourſelves acted, ot 
even that of our allies, without ſceing our way; having, in 
fact, nothing to hope, and every thing to fear. - 'T he conſe 
. which followed were thoſe we: had reaſon to expect. 

contederacy dettitute of union, of object and concert, and 
without: having the ſame views, each ſtudying its ſeparate 
intereſt, could nat be ſuccemful. Byacting in 2 

n 
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and well · underſtood ſyſtem, ſomething might have been done; 
but by obſtinately 1 ſeperate plans and intereſts, the 
common cauſe muſt be ruined and deſtroyed. The firſt cam - 
paign was undertaken, and ended with the defeats ſuſtained 
by our allies at Dunkirk, and at Maubeuge. Propoſitions 
were again brought forward, to induce miniſtry to mea- 
ſures for the re-eſtabliſhmenr and preſervation of peace 
Force did not ſeem to promiſe ſucceſs. The moment was, 
upon the whole, extremely favourable to views of pacification; 
but all ideas of negotiotion were rejecte ed. 
Then came the unfortunate campaign of 1794, in which 
| we experienced defeat upon defeat, and diſgrace after diſgrace. 
F rom the moment we were obliged to retreat from Landre - 
cies, it was but an unremitting ſeries of defeat and diſgrace; | 
Holland, the intereſt of which was faid to be ſo ĩdemiſied with 
that of this country, was overrun. | Holland, the taking of 
which was held out to be incompatible with the ſafety of Europe 
at large. Again, in 1795, a propoſition was made to the ſatme 
purpoſe, every idea of negotiation was, however, rejected. 
What followed? Pruſſia made a ſeparate peace with the 
French republic. Spain followed the example. Then ap- 
peared the paciſic declaration of the Germanic body, with 
the exception of the Elector of Hanover, who, however, in 
that capacity, ſoon afterwards ated a different part. Offers 
for peace would clearly have been made by the Emperor, but 
for the interpoſition of this country, and the warlike ſpirit 
which ſhe inflamed and ſupported. ''The Emperot at the 
ſame time was indulged with a loan. But why ſhould Þ re- 
peat theſe things? It is not, I affure you, for the ſake of 
triumph, but it is to ſhe how much the confidence repoſed 
by the Houſe in the miniſter had operated to perpetuate the 
conteſt, and how fatal and deluſive had been the hopes that the 
moment of negotiation would be ſeized and improved. Laſt 
ar the miniſter durſt not ſhock the opinion of the public 
y a direct negative upon his motions, but he had eluded their 
object by vague and indefinite declarations, which allowed 
bim to proſecute his own ſchemes, while it induced many 
to give him their ſupport, upon a, belief that a ſincere inten- 
tion to adopt pacific meaſures exiſted, and in the deluſiye hope 
that they would-be purſued. What have they hitherto done? 
Deſerted by Pruſſia, by Spain; by one Faithfal ally after ano- 


ther, they continued, and ſeem likely to continue, obſtinatel 
and blindly to. perſiſt in war: and the only well-founded, ddl 
miſerable hope, now ſeems to be, that we ſhall ſoon have the 
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Whole weight of the war upon our own ſhoulders. 
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+] again was about to preſeut mylelf to your noti e on 
this ſubject, when, miniſters. announced a meſſage from his 
Majeſty, and from that high authority we- were informed, 
that the long luoked - for order of things had taken place, the 
criſis had come to a. favourable iſſue, a negotiation. was at 
laſt practicable. L had even given notice of my motion, but 
Lchought proper to ſuſpend. it, becauſe having ſcen the grand 
barrier, which ſtood in the way of negotiadon removed, find- 
ing that we were no longet to bear of the French govern- 
ment being incompetent to enter into, or to maintain, the 
relations — and amity, I firmly expected on the meet- 
ing of parliament, after the . receſs, to hear, that ſomething 
deciſive and ſatisfactory had been done, Has any ſuch thing 
been heard No. Can miniſters ſtate any thing ſatisfaftory 
on the ſubject? I wiſh. them not to reveal ſtate ſecrets; 
can they tell us that their readine(s to negotiate has been al. 
lowed up by actual negotiation ? | That terms have been of- 
fered, but that the French are haughty and unreaſonable ? 
Could they have. ſtated any thing Ike this, I ſhould have no 
occaſion to trouble you. with this motion; but our expecta- 
tions ace vain. Peace is in their mouths, while they make 
only pteparations for war. ieee e To 45h 
Another en is about to take place, and the Em- 
peror muſt have another loan. I find it then, Sit, again ne- 
ceſſary to bring the ſubject before the Houſe, although with 
no very ſanguine hopes of ſucceſs; I am conſcious, that it has 
not novelty to recommend it, and from the frequency, of diſ- 
cuſſion has failed to excite much intereſt, as the ſmallneſs of 
the number who attend too plainly evinces; its importance 
certainly demands the attention of thoſe few who. hear me: 
The di of the queſtion is at this moment attende 
with one advantage. It appears diſembarraſſed of many to- 
pics which it involved, air, which were formerly matters 
bbſtinate diſpute, I am relieved from the neceſſity of argu- 
ing on the competency of the French to treat. e no lon 
ger hear of them as the avowed enemies of God and man, 00 
virtue, ſocial order, happineſs and humanity. We have re- 
nounced theſe wild ideas, and have no objection to contem- 
rs them as a republic, one and indiviſkble, founded on the 
baſis of liberty, equality, fraternity, and the rights of man, 
Phis, in fact, is now a government with which Britain i 
ready to treat, Another topic may be left out of RT 
ation, which uſed to acompany the principle of overthrawitg 
by force, and was held out as the means by which ſucceſs Was 
to be attained, viz, the general ſituation of French N 
ew]? parti y 
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culatly'of'their inamecs. t che time when we were 
told thar ebe the exiſtence of: Franoe and French print iples 


vas inevimpatible* with the ſecurity of Rurope, wes wetwgold 


that deſtruction muſt ſoon attend thoir whole ſyſtem iu con- 
ſequende of the depreciation vfitheir aſſignats, and the huined 
Nate of their finances, Wo always, Git, oppoſed to- theſo 

fanciful ealeulations on the ſubject of finance, the conyincing 


reſult of experience. - Notwithſtandiag the deſperate picture 


of their circumſtances, in all their pperations; nothing was 
to be· ſeen but redoubled vigour and etereaſing ſucceſi. This 
mode of reaſoning bas alſo boen relinquiſhed, and ie: is un- 
neceſſary to enter into it more minutely. Miniſters no 
longer hold cut this as a reaſon why no negotiatiom ſhould 
yet b procetded in. They habe giuen up ths hope: of a- 
complifhing the entire deſttuction df the :hy and although 
they told us that France was on the verge of ruin, they were, 
Nevertheleſs, ready td enter into proper and-reafonables! terms. 
I by no means intend to ſay, Sir, but that every thing muſt 
depend on the terms to be propoſed- and accepted; but che 
on is, have any advances whmever been made It is 
reduced to narrow limits: We have not now to diſouſs the 
nature of the French government, nor the! ſtate of their 
finances, but 46 inquire if miniſtors have done, ſomething 
moi e than they appear to have. done, and which, conſiſten 
with their honour, they were bound to do. I ſhall be al 
no doubtg what I have to expect Why: ſhould I intrude my. 
ſelf into the-council bf miniſters, and perhaps throw 'obftacles 
in the way of attaining the object I ſo anlouſͤly look for ? 
Rely on theft wiſdom, and the gracious. diſpoſitiom of his 
Majeſty, r bis miniſters, he has lately mani- 
ſeſted to the How and to the country. I am nolfmej,rhñ Sir, 
to the doctvine of © confidence in miniſters, who have ſo re 
quently ſne wa themſelves unworthy of it. They hade, un- 
fortunately for e too long enjoyed that blind und 
deſtructive cenßdence. 4 bear in my the 
deluſiens that have been practiſed in the courſe of luſt year 
and particularly in December, Leg a meſſagt ſo 
worded had been brought dowmta parliament. What had 
been the reſult of all the declarations of miniſters, or of the 
expectstiotis they had raiſed ? I-mayr be aſked; it —— 
can be done, what is it f Or oughtit to be adopted 71 
forward and fay, that if miniſters intend to prove that they art 
fincere' in their deſire of peace; direct propoſals ought to come 
from this eountry. They may perhaps ſay, that this would 
de humiliating z- that it would be obliging Great Byltain to 
W | 15 | 1 proſttate 
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proſtraze herſelf.at.the feet of France, No] Sir, it never 
can behumliating-far-a nation, even. the greateſt, merely to 
come ſorv- wich, dhe offer of peace. I mean nat to ſay we 
ought :.to lue. ſor it. When. his preſent ; ajeſty, in 2 
ſpeech ſcom the. throne in 1900 (che year of his acgeſ 
to the throne) informed the parliament that he had chade 
overtures, of but that the terme propoſed he was bound 
to reject, — the war;, was ſuch a gonduct on the 
part of, this.country, deemed humiliating? When a nation js 
ſucceſsful in, war, it is generous, to wave the privilege of ſug- 
cels,, to allume the mild language of moderation and, offe 
peace to the enemy. Whea they, are equal, overtures. 
peace are.equally. honourable on either fide. If we are en- 
aged in;.a;, conteſt 8 diſaſt tous, misfortune. ſh 
— — bumility, and a ſubmiſion to an altetnative 
which aur folly has rendered inevitable. By expreſs declara- 
tigas this country had held out that France Was not to be 
treated with, nor had we ever really. retracted this poſition. 
It was deſerving of. inquiry, therefore, whether the meſſage 
was adequate as à virtual acknowledgment of its competency, 
or whether * more explicit and formal was required, 
"Lhe French has 4 0 with a more becoming candour, for 
the obnoxious principles which had fri excited alarms in 
ether ſtates, have been directly and formally. renounced. and 
| diſclaimed.,,,,We alſo, Sir, ought, directly and unequivocally 
to acknowledge the French republic, and with acknowledg- 
nt N our propotals. Shall this be called humi- 
liating? The ſame argument was uſed by miniſters when we 
merly propoſed what they have ſince done themſelves. 
When we wilhed, merely to ſtate; upon record that there ex- 
iſted in France a goverament competent to enter iuto a ne- 
gociation, it was called humiliating to make ſuch. a, gratui- 
tous acknowledgment. Yet this have miuiſters done; con- 
trary to all their bold aſſertions, they abandoned the great 
cauſe of ſocial order, religion, and humanity, and leaving all 
theſe to, their late, declared  them(elves dilpoſed for, peace. 
\ delire of peace in conſequence could not fail to be excited 
the country; but the hopes ſpringing. from this defire ate 
ſtifled as ſoon as ereated, and we ice the war renewed as 
no ſuch hope had exiſted, It would certainly be true policy 
aud a fair and manly conduct to go one ſtep. ſurther in the en- 
deavour to procure peace, and directly and openly to m 
thoſe propolals which prudence and. honour may ! 
If the —— ambition of the enemy ſocm an inlurmount- 
able bar to our wilhes, war may ſtill þe neceſſarꝝ ; and how- 
Vol. III. 1796. H ener 
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ever ſtrongly I might be impreſſed with the idea of the in. 
capacity of miniſters to carry it on, I Thould willingly yield 

to the neceffity 6f its continuatice ;- but before this Yreudfut 
alternative takes place, let us not neglect the means neceſſar: 

for its prevention. Af fait, open and direc communication, 

Sir, is the ſtep I propoſe, and I found it upon his Majeſty's 
meſſage, and the declarations'6f his miniſters. I Have i be 
Eaſton to enter into any debate reſpecking the war, or the pe< 
culizr mode gf partying it on. 1 argue merely upon the ad- 

miſſions already made by miniſters, and cal) upon them, ſß 

they” mien to act in cbnfiſteney with themſelves, without 
Fitther delay, to follow up their proſeſſons by i correſponds 

ing Tine of cohduct. Let the country knom what they have 

to truſt to; let not their hopes of peace reſt om a vngue and 
unfudſtantiat foundation. Having ftateck thus much 1 Than 
leave the queſtion for the confideration of the Houſe. ' Even 
now, While Jam ſpeaking, were T to "have à fingle favours 

20 lè affutance on the patt of miniſters that they were negoti- 
ating ; was there an Notch Toundatibn' whereon to build" the 
pleating hope of peace, without attempting to pry into or 
publifh"the ſecrets of miniſters, J ſhall*s — —— leave to 
withdraw my motion, ſo little am T diſpo d to fetter theit 
opefations. I have hitherto been diſappointed; 1 have been 
unable to obtain what ſuffering himanity To ſoudly demande, 

but 1 fhall perfevere, Since his | Majeſty's" meſſage laſt 
brought this ſubject under our notice; even the voce of God, 

in ſtorms and tempeſts, Mis" been heard, the Heavens have 
proclaimed the neceſſity of peace, and loudy demanded an 
ume ceſſation of höſtilit /. Whatever be the fate of the 
motion 1 have the hohour "to mate, whether peace be at 4 
diftance, or near at hand, I ſhall have the ſatisfaction of do- 

ing that duty, which, in common with every member of the 
Houſe, I owe to my owr conſcience, to God, and te poſs 
tefiry,! eee 22 en 24. „ais 0. 41 

Mtr. Grey concluded wall moving That ar humble 

te adateſs be pteſented to his Majeſty, to ſtate to his Majeſty 
«the'dehre of this Houſe, that his Majeſty may be pleaſed 

«ty take Tuch ſteps as to his Royal wiflom ThalFappeir moſt 
«pr er, for communcätin directly to the executive g- 
r yernment of he French Republic bis Majeſty's readineſs 
« to meet any diſpolition' on the part of that government, 
with 2n cainelt define to give it the fulleſt and ipeedieſt 
e, effect.“. „ TOUGH mne TEIZ IN Sift et 2663 
"Fhe Chancellir of the Exchequer roſe next and addtreſſed the 
Flouſe to"the” following effect; =Muth as hie differed with 
yp a 1 Ky'5- U 4444 T4 0885393947 ae te the 
8 2 ln 480 820 
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the honourable, gentleman. in the. diſcuſſion of, almolt eue 
topic in the cout ſa of thres years, which was Wins 5 your 
the origin, the, principles, the. condud, and the. progreſs, of 
the preſent war, in all its. ſtages, and under all its cicum- 
ſtances,; much as he, &fered trom him in many of the points 
which, related to, the ſuture ſecurity; of this countty, yet there 
were ſome points in Which he would agree with him, and, if 
he under ſtood him tight, on the, grounds of his on motion. 
If the tate of the country, and the ſentiments of a great major 
tity of this, Houle, are ſuch, as I, ſaid Mr. Pitt, have teaſon to 
ſuppoſe, there cannot, indeed, be anyavide or eſſential difference 
25 to the general reſult, If, however, after the explanation 
which L may be able to give with reſpect to the ſtate of this 
cauntry, ang. the politicn of the enemy, the honourable gen: 
tleman ſhall ll cauſe to perſevere in his motion, there ate 
one or two conſequences, which might otherwiſe be drawn 
from. any declaration of mine on the preſent occaſion, againſt 
which it may be neceſſary for. me to guard. L muſt, therefore, 

uard againſt any imputations which , may .. hereafter be 
—_ forward, either: as to the ſincerity of any declara- 
tiou which I may expreſs in favour of peace, or as to the in- 
efficacy of the meaſures taken to tacilitaie its progreſs, 
However L may be di poſed to favour that, oiect, which the 
motion ſeems principally, to have in vic u, I can by no means 
concede the grounds on which it bas been lollowed up; I 
mean that from a view. of our, ſituatien, and of the events 
of .the war, we, ſhould, diſcover, ſuch ſhameful humiliation, 
or hopeleſs deſpondency, as to abandon every: thing for which 
we have formerly contended, and be diſpeled to proſt tate ouer 
delyes, at the 4oer, of the enemy. If the., necellity (f our 
condition, if. the. ſenſe of having been baffled, ſhould pe- 
tate ſo ſtrongly as to induce us to make overtures of -prace 
upon any terms, if cvery consideration of policy, and every 
feeling of decent and. honourable pride, muſt be ſacriiced 
to the extreme — * of, gur aſtaity, we mult, then, indeed, 
be bound to reccive thę law df the conqueror,, I his fitu> 
ation of affaizs tne. honourable gentleman has not, indeed, de- 
veloped, but he bas Pert Mun infunnated it as a ground 
ſor his motion, I trutt, however, that the ſtate of this 
country is tar. different, and that, no, temporary. reverſe in 
the fortune of war, no internal preſſure in out domeſtic {tus 
ation, has yet produced this, mortiſying bumiliation, this 
dreadful alternative, But the honourable, genileman,, as an 
impeschment, of Ne ee miniſteſs with, feſpect. io 
peace, has allude 
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fupported from this fide of the Houſe, that we-evald! not 
make ponee without humbling ourſelves to the enely; and 
without diſcovering that we were baffled in our attempte, 
and exhauſted in our reſburces. From this he no doubt 
meant to inſinuate that miniſters were at no time ſincere 
in their wiſhes for peace, and were difpofed to 'throw-ever 

obſtacle in its way. He does not think proper to mention 
that this argument was made uſe of at à time when the op- 
ponents of the war, avsiling themſelves of a ſeries of mis- 
fortunes- and difappointments which had befallen the cbm 
federacy, took the oppottunity to preſs their motion — 
immediate peace, ' We then contended," that the evil w 
not ſo great as to exclude hope, or to damp enterpriſe; that 
no eireumſtances had taken place under which à firt and 
manly reſiſtance became impracticable, and that we might 
Nill look with confidence to the effect of a vigorous and per- 
ſevering proſecution of the war. In proportion as this truth 
has become manifeſt to Europe, in proportion as it has be- 
come manifeſt to the enemy themſelves, do we feel ourſelves 
inclined to adopt a more conciſiating tone. In proportion 
as the ſituation is inverted, the objection, which we for- 
merly made is ſuperſeded. That ſituation which the honour- 
able gentleman ehoſe only to ſuppoſe as thebretical, I contend 
to be practieal; that our ſucceſſes have bern ſuch as to ob- 
viate any obſtacle to negbecĩiation on the ſcore of national 
hanour, and ſo far I undoubtedly am of opinion that the dif- 
ficulty is infinitely diminiſh ed. 
In ſtating, however, generally, my own ſentiments, and 
thoſe of His Majeſty's Minfſters, I muſt proteſt againtt the 
practice of being called upon trom day to day, from week or 
week, from time to time, to declare what are preciſely but 
views on the poſture of affairs, of what are the ſteps Which 
we may think it neceſſary in conſequence to adopt. The 
progreſs of the meaſures, which ſuch a ſituation of affuirs us 
the preſent may render neceſſary, can only be left ſafety to the 
conduct of the executive government. If the Hofe are hf 
opinion, that the buſineſs cannat be ſafely left in the hands ot 
miniſters, the proper ſtep would be to addreſs his Mejeſty to 
remove them ſrom their ſituation. and not to endeavour” to 
interrupt the affairs of government by calling on the ' Houſe t 
Commons to interſere with the functions ot executive autho- 
mty.: The honourable gentleman hiniſt!f-feemed to be aware 
of this, as he admitted the principle to be correct; he ſaid, he 
«<d not contend againſt the conſtitutional degree of confidence 
hich an executive govcrnment ought” to Ne from the les 
N ; "= an Dein gHlative 
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iſlative. power, while its conduct was unexceptionable. The 
Teenie gentleman fays, that he does not conſide in mi- 
niſters, and on that ground he has been led to give an uni- 
form oppoſition to theit meaſures during the wat; and, on 
the ame ground, he now expreſſes his diſtruſt of the ſineerity 
of their wiſhes reſpecting peace. Unqueſtionably the ho- 
nourable gentleman, - who places no confidence in miniſters, 
is entitled to oppoſe their meaſures, and doubt their lincerity;; 
dut he is bound to conferm- to eſtabliſhed rules, and not to 
effect any change in a conſtitutional queition. I mean, 
whenever this Houſe, adopting a motion like the preſent, in- 
ſtead of addreſſing his Majeſty to remove his miniſters; apply 
in order to take the huſineſs into their own hands, they de- 
priye the country of every chanee of a ſucceſsful negutiation. 
AI had a great deſire to do myſelf Juſtice in my conduct, and 
thoſe with whom I act; I know, however, How. dificult it 
was to fay much upon ſuch ſtate affairs as the preſent motion 
aims, and particuarly ſome of the arguments urged in ſupport 
of it, without outſtepping the line of my duty. It is a ſub- 
jet on which it is impoſſible to detail as miautely as the ho- 
nourable gentleman ſeems to expect, without breaking in 
upon that principle hich has guided every diſcreet miniſter 
in treating ſubjects of this nature, If 1 ſelt that 
as applicable tv ſubjects of this kind, how much more mult 
1 feet it on this particular occaſion, conſidering) as I muſt; 
the particular ſituation of the country at this moment 7 
Let gentlemen look at the ſituation of affairs on the Con 
tinent ; let them look at the fituation of out enemy; what 
has been their plan and practice? what has been the caſe in 
this reſpect ſince the honourable gentleman reminded the 
Houle of the matter? What, I would aſky has been the effect 
of the ſeparation of the general conſederacy againſt France, 
and the weakening of the power of that confederacy ! Power, 
that long ere this, might have atehieved much advantage kad 
they kept in umon. Recollect what has happened upon The 
appearance of that ſepe ration, and tnen conjecture what 
might have been the effect, had the confederaey remained 
entire. The deſtruction of the enemy, perhaps, or at leaſt 
the diminution of its ſtrength to ſueh an extent, as to have 
brought forward an honourable repoſe and laſting tranquillity 
to Europe. Let me aſk the Houſe, whether dr not, every 
man did not believe it was the policy and the aim of France 
16 iſe all endeavours to ſeparate the coufederacy againſt her t 
Jet mie aſtæ, whether ſhe did not ſeem to triumph even in the 
hope of being able to eſtect it? Let me aſe, "whorher any 
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thing remained of the hope f * this, ſehatauion, to 
enable. ber-to-digtute, to Eutope MAH me aſk, Whether any 
ching copld, thetr fore, be: ſo deligable to France as e, dg- 
taching that confederacy,. hich, for the honour and, af % 
Europe, was formed agaitiſt her? And then let me aſk, whey 
ther there ever Was, or could be, a,cauſc, in hich it would 
be more the duty af every god nan, to-prevent,any, J&aJouly, 
or the tiſing of any ſuſpiciou, or the creating of apy-diunigny 
among thoſe. Who, if they, remain entire, may yet give hop 
nourable and lating peace to Europe If che dizeQury have 
vet any hope of dictating teims to Europe, it is ho doubt on 
ine ſame policy uhich they haye: hitberto found ſo beneficial, 
that they ground their expectations of future ducgels, * 
cnere is any thing by which they can expect to attain this ſitu- 
ation of proud eminence, this object of their, iayourite ambi- 
tion. it is by being able to iuſtil jealouſy, or ſow, the ſceds of 
Jiviſion, and engender ſources af, ani noſity among thoſe of 
the confegeracy, who yet remain united to qppoſe their, power, 
Perhaps, in this point of view, an attention 10 the ꝓteſerva- 
tion i the confederacy becomes a duty, not only for miniſ- 
ters, but for all thoſe perſons Who are anxious tor the public 
welfare, and intereſted in the national character 3 for all chole 
ho are deſitous of an honourable peace, and adverſe to any 
peace purchaſed with diſhonour. If ſuch. be the, gaſc, it 45 
important for. them to conſider, Whether the meaſures „ch 
they may wiſh to zecommend, be ſuch as may oblige the 
country to give up the chance of. a ſucceſsſul peace altoge- 
ther, or to take it on terms inconſiſtent with the honout᷑ cf 
the nation. It we receive propolitions of peace on the terms 
of the honourable gentleman, the coniderations © peedy and 
Bonourahle then became ſeparated. We! nuuſt, in that Calc, 
chuſe the alternatives if we adapt the motion, we mull either 
Zire up aut proſpect of peace altogether, or we muſt make 
prace on terms iauconſiſteut with our honour, and incompati- 
ble with juſtice z an benourable peace We may have, if we per- 
ev ere in the ſame firm aud vigorous: line of conduct which we 
have bitzerto purſued. IT his I k no. not trom aay immediate 
<ommunigation-with.the enemy, nor from any communica- 
40 :0f, their: diſpoſition . far. peace, but trom the, ſtateme 
which they have themſclves turniſhed, of their defective aud 
almoſt cxhauſted means for carrying on the war. On this 
ground 1 oppoſe the motion. bf L were not deſirous of peace, 
+ bould:be farſeiting my duty, to the country, and vie ating 
the truſt. which I bold trom, y public ſituation z but I cap 
never conſent to the propotition of peace, ufleis the tefms 


mould 
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ſhow be cophiltent wich gur pr elent honour. table to our 


ſent condition, and compatible win our future ſecurity. 
Paving ta this With ide gehe 'view 1 have of g fubject 
of ' peice, 'if ie quieſtigh/be! tow bt à necelliry one, 1 will 
lay à fe. Words as töte Meſſage from his' Majeſty to Parlia- 
met /about- two months age, becauſe it s ſaid, that no 
55 had been taken fihbe ſor a hegbtiatiom; I fiope the Houſe 
if recolle& what J ſaid upon that gecafion. * I faid then, 
that the Houſe ſhould” het compel by Rs vote, the execuli 
verninent- to enter into à negotiation, bound down and 
cttefed with any acknowledgement of our own weakneſs; 
preciſely the "fame thing did- I deſire of the Houſe upon the 
preſentoccaſion. Theſe who differ frun me in general,” and 
who have thor ght the war altogether ' unnedeſſary, I did not 
then, nor do 1 now, expect to convince, but the Houle at 
large thought as 190. To the Houſe at large, therefore, I 
will now fay, that the queſtion, as the honourable gentle- 
man has himſelf ſtated it, is a very narrow one Whether, 


becauſe aſter having received the meſſage from his Majeſty, 


no communication has taken place of any ſubſequetit mea- 
fires," the Houſe, by adopting a motion of this fort; ought 
to compel the executive: goverument, bound hand and foot, 
to commence a” negoriation ?* If the hondurable gentlemarn 
entertains ſuch diſtruſt of the LiCerity of minitters, 'as to ſup- 


poſe them diſpoſed to take no meaſures to carty into effeck 


their own decfarations, I ſhall certainly not argue with him 
on that Pint. In order to be egnſiſtent, the argument of the 
honourable gefitleman mult infer, eicher that ovettutes have 
been made on the part of the enemy, or that ſome favourtble 
opportunity has occurred to this country f6r the purpole of 


BI & 


—— ere which have been rejected ſubſequent 
; wy. 4s EET | 145 


to the period of the meſſage. 5 
le A negotiation ſhould be entered into, it is evident; that 
in order to give it its full effect, we ſhould be careful not 
only'to keep up the ſtrict letter of our engagements with dur 
allies; but to maintain with them full concert and natmony. I, 
therefore, take upon me to aſſert, that ſince bis ey 
meſfge has been delivered to this Houſe, miniſters have 
taken every wealure” confiltent with the general intereſts of 
the country, and with the attention and regard due to her 
allies, to enable his Majeſty to take any opportunity, either 
to meet overtutes for negotiation, or to make ſuch"overtures 
as might be found moſt expedient.” That no-etiquette with 
reſpect 'to'who ſhould make the firſt overture n difficulty 


in Bading e mode of making it, appeared to goverhment ta 
742 170 . 6.40 erer * eee 9 J *. r " . 
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be an obRacle to 'negoriation, if in other reſpects there 92 
peared to be a probability of leading to juſt and, Banourable 
terms, the great point 7 0 what * there was of ob - 
taining ſuch terms. Mextures ha been taken to aſcertain 
theſe points, and were now in train; and if the enemy were 
linczre, they mult ſpzedily lead 10 4 negoriation.” © Whether 
that negotiation will lead ro peace cannot 4%, becauſe that 
Zepends upon whether the exhauftgd ſtate * enemy wi 
incline them tb ſet on foot that negotiation with a view c a 
peace, very oiffereht as tothe terms of it from ah which 
their public declarations had for a Tong time paſt ſeemed to 
indicate ; if this was not the caſe, I mult fay a ſpeedy, peace 
was impaſſible... I with ardentiy for peace—but not for ah 

but an honourable peace, The. country has.a right to ex- 
pect it from its own ſtiengih and reſources, and ſrom'a khow- 
ledge of the relative Aren of France. n o 
TL admit chat the honoutable gentleman in his ſpeech ſe- 
pirated negotiation from the terms. But in other paſſages he 
talked of negotiation as leading to an immediate Peace,” I do 
not hold out a proſpect of immediate peace, nar do I ſtate any 
petiod that I can aſcertain for it; T'only fay it will not be the 
fault of His Majeſty's ſervants if the period is_remdte; t 


7 he 
enemy maſt be however ready to make it on terms which We 
have 2 right to think juſt an honourable; it relts, not on us 
pen ys bur alſo on the enemy, whether this 175 lead to any ne- 

otiation at all, or whether negotiation will cad to.peace,” i 
al depends on this, whether the ditpoſition of the enemy tha 
be more inoderate than any we have lately ſeen of their pro- 
#-flions, Sorry 1 am to ſee Tuch'a ſeeming diſpoſition on the 

art of the enemy, as may render them, in cafe of fuccels, de- 
Eros of preventing any effect to pacific diſpoßitions, which they 
pray now profes, or even of retrxHting them, Whether, this 
may lead to a modefation in practice Which haye notſeen ye 
1 know no more of, as I Have faid already, "than, what an 
other geni]emay has an opportunity of knowing. What has 
been made public I hope is not authentic; however, by 
what has been circulated in this country, and through the 
Ooniinent with induſtty, and what they are ſai to hold But a5 
be hoon of peace Fol the Engliſh nation, does not appear. as 
hey were very defirous of meeting us an konoutable terms 
or I have heard that they are read to give pegec, becaufe, the 
2 


or which our anceſtors have fought To bravely; if we tt 


oyernment of England aſks it. Thus then we are, to hav 
eace-if we Ball ſue for it; that is, if we Mall abanidan th f 
abandon our alles; If we ſhall abandon the Cifety of all 15 
, 1 1 pe, 
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rape, and ſacrifice to France every thing that is dear to us, and 
er to them, homage, and grant them an unconditional and 
uncompenſated reſtitution of all that LE INS their 8, and all 
that has bern in ihe Balken of thoſe whom they bave forced 
to be their allies; then, in return for this, they will offer to 
the people of, England their fraternization. I have thus ſtated 
the degree to which we have been ready to go, I hope I Fal 
not be told ſome weeks hence I have been inſincere. We have 
not been ready to graſp at a treaty ſuch as you haye heard from 
me. There is but one ſituation in which, a minifter of this 
country ſhauld convey.ſuch. terms to the enemies of it. That 
is, when the abjectneſs of the country and its willingneſs to 
ſue for peace is proclaimed by parliament, ſo as to deprive us 
of vigour. and energy, and make us unwilling to ſtrive ſor the 
maintenance of ourſelves,, If this mation be adopted, what 
overtures we ſhall receiye, or what we ſhall not, I will not pre- 
tend to determine ; but while we ſhew any confidence in our 
reſqurees, I do not fear that a negotiation of meaſures that are 
in train may prove effectual. At what period, for reaſons I 
have already flated, it is impoſſible, for me to imagine. I a 
not apprehenſive that Parliament will nat leave this to take 
the coury which. the practice of our anceſtors lays down to us, 
and hig r _ I fay, if we and our allies are not 
Falſe to gach other and ourſelves, we (hall have an opportunity 
of reſtoring to Europe peace, on ſafe, juſt, and honourable 
grounds, and nothing but a premature motion like the preſent 
can deprive us of that bleſſing; and therefore, as a lover of my 
country, and of juſtice, I'oppoſe this motion. 
Mr. Fur. N e the mode of arguing which the 
honourable gentleman, has adopted this day, in introducing 
matter ſomewhat irtelexant to the queſtion at iſſue, I intend 
to-confige myſelf almoſt entirely to the ſubject of my honour- 
able friend's propoſition. The Houſe will pardon me, how- 
ever, if I make a few preliminary obſervations upon the man- 
der in which the honourable gentleman commenced his ſpeech. 
Fac be it from me to diſcourage any inclination which might 
be ſhewn.to negotiation, or in any degree to retard the adyance 
to peace j for Whether the ſeaſon for negotiation be adyan- 
tageous when compared with thoſe which have occutred at 
periods Which are paſt, it is certainly advantageous, when 
compared with any that may be expected in future, however 
numerous our viQories, or however unprecedented our fucceſs. 
I cannot, however, refrain from ſaying..a_ word or two upon 


. FELL 


the paſt, not with a view. to exaggerate che dificultties of the 
ent, but merely W and wee 
L 4 4 - I 


„ 


9k. III. 1796. 


* 


55 WOODFALL'S: PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons 


having propoſed. pacihc meaſures, when. they were refuſed. to 
be adopted. Will jt be faid, that when that part of Germany 
on this side the Rhine, and the Low Countries, are in the 
hands of the enemy; when Holland is become a province of 
France, and when they ate in poſlefiion of St. Lucia and St, 
Domingo, that we are in a ſituation in which more bonour- 
able terms of Peace may be expected, than when they were 
driven out of the Dutch provinces; when they were routed in 
every battle in Flanders; when they were compelled to retreat 
within the limits of their on territory; when Valenciennes 
was taken; when a conſiderable. impreſſion was made upon 
them, by the Emperor in the north, and by Spain in the ſouth : 
in ſhort, when they did not hold an inch of ground without 
the bounds of Old France? Then we were told, that it would 
be humiliating for the country to offer terms of peace, and 
that we ſhould wait till the misfortunes of our foes ſhould lay 
them proſtrate at our fect. a ch 
When I propoſed a pacification in the beginning of 1794, 
I was told, that the late campaign had exhibited a ſeries of tri- 
umphs more brilliant than any which the annals of the country 
could boaſt. Laſt year, a negotiation was moved for, before 
Holland was totally loſt; the recovery of which was affigned 
as à principal cauſe of the war; and then it was faid, that any 
propoſal, on our part, would be degrading to the honour of the 
country. I hope, however, that he Who thinks it poſſible to 
propoſe an honourable negotiation now, will no longer accuſe 
us of having entertained a with to humiliate the country, by 
adviſing the government to offer terms of peace, in circum- 
ſtances in which: it was infinitely more advantageouſly fituated. 
My argument, at prefent, does not turn upon the propriety of 
propoſals for peace coming from one country more than from 
another; but upon the ſeaſonableneſs of the time. I perfectly 
agree with the honourable gentleman, that the preſent. is the 
moſt proper ſeaſon which may well occur, and in the faith that 
he is iaclined to improve it, I have the leſs diſpoſition to preſs 
the errors of the paſt. Here, however, a queftion occurs, who 
ſhali make the firſt ſtep towards peace ? fa all wars, I think, 
thĩs is a point of little importance; and in this war, I think, it 
is of leſs importance than almoſt in any other, When hoſti- 
lities commenced between the countries, the French held it 
out as à principle, that they were detetmined to propagate” 
their government all over Europe. How. long they perſeyered 
in maintaining this abſurd, impolitic, and impracticable prin- 
ciple, it is of littie conſequence now to decide. At any fate, 
it 55 evident, that they have been extremely ſolicitous to re 
XII "£4 . me ve 
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move the prejudices and impreſſions which ſuch à raſh and 
hafty declaration was likely to produce, for they had unequi- 
vocally proteſted; while taking an oath of eternal reſiſtance to 
monarchy in their own country; that they would confine that 
reſi? 1nce to their own country alone, and that they would 
ſuffer foreign nations to adopt or | retain that form of go- 
vernment, which was moſt congenial to them, without any in- 
tere enge. {If nenen WY pe, 
Since the enemy had thus ſolemniy and earneſtly; re- 
nounced every idea of extending their own ſyſtems to other 
nations; ſince they had abandoned and abjured all kinds of 
interference in the internal policy of other countries, were not 
we dound alſo to diſclaim, in a ſimilar manner, all deſigns of 
preſcription in their government, and were not we bound to 
abangon and abjure, with equal ſolemnity, that opinion which 
we formerly indulged, the neceſſity of recommending ſuch an 
interference as ſhould reſtore the antient monarchy +: + 5 

Alt is a duty incumbent on us to offer to the French a ſimilar 
declaration, that we do not mean to meddle with their civil te- 
gulations; for, until we have done ſo, we have not gone ſo far 
as France has done towards a negotiation} France has made an 
explicit and unequivocal declaration, that ſhe renounces all ideas 
of an interference in the government of this country, and by 
ſo doing ſhe hath called on us to make; a ſimilar declaration, 
equally as explicit, and 1 do not believe, but if we did ſo, 
there would then be an end to every obſtacle. There: was a 
word in the honourable gentleman's ſpeech, which, not- 
with(tanding all its pacific complexion, I Was forry- to 
hear, and which to me appeared to indicate that it is his 
opinion that the preſent government of France has not ar- 
ved at that criſis which was particularly deſcribed in his Ma- 
jeſty's ſpeech. 261. agu 24/0 +; 
His expreſſion was, that after we had abandoned our alli- 
ances, ſacrificed our conqueſts, renounced our claims, and 
acceded to their propoſitions, they would condeſcend to ho- 
nour us fo far as to -adinit us to a fraterniaation. Does the 
French government og in and act upon that ſyſtem 
now ? I hope and truſt it does not; and therefore wiſh to put 
a greater guard upon fuch expreſſions, leſt they become grounds 
to prevent a negotiation, oo 98 2» > 2913 

The ſubject, howeyer, chiefly depends upon a queſtion of 
time. On the eighth of December, a meſſage was ſent down 
from his Majeſty, ſtating, that the affairs of France had ar- 
rived at ſuch a crifis, as to render negotiation puſible. This 
mellage, as to all practical 5 ig — . to 
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antedate ſix weeks. On the twenty: ninth of October, in his 
Majeſty's ſpeech, there was a paragraph upon the ſubject, 
the meaning of which appeared to me to be by no means 
clear. We are told, however, that it was afterwards ex- 
plained, and that che ſubſequent meſſage was nothing more 
than the natural conſequence of the King's ſpeech. The 
meaning and the ſentiments therefore of the King's meſſage 
on the 8th of December, may be ſaid to have been hypotheti- 
cally. and conditionally publiſhed on the 29th October. But 
ſuppoſe they had never been divulged till the eighth of Decem- 
ber, we were bound to conſider not only the lapſe of time, but 
the circumſtances attending it. When we remember that ſix 
weeks have tranſpired ſince the communication of that opinion 
to the Houſe, and that ſomething effectual is not yet apparent, 
it was ſurely worth the public notice, and the public obſerva- 
tion. Inregard to the circumſtances attending it, let us re- 
collect too, that thoſe fix weeks did not intervene in the mid- 
dle of a campaign, but to uſe the energetic language of my 
honourable friend, when God and nature had united to create 
an armiſtice, and when an armiſtice did actually exiſt.” For- 
merly, when the executive Government was preparing to 
negotiate, if the Parliament happened to be- a ſitting at the 
fame time, the buſineſs of the Parliament was considered as 
an interruption, and was urged as an excuſe for delay; but, in 
the preſent inſtance, there was no ſuch check, for the meſlage 
was communicated upon the eve of à long adjournment, 
hen the exccutive Government had a better opportunity to 
expedite a treaty; ney, that very adjournment itſelf was un- 
derſtood by the public as a preliminary meaſure, and now there 
was a univerſal wonder why it had not been uſed. When 
theſe circumſtances are conſidered, I wiſh to know why no 
ſteps have been taken? TIE LINES 
One obſervation of the right honourable gentleman upon 
the peculiar impropriety of making ſuch a motion at the pre- 
ſent period as his honourable friend propoſed, ſtrikes me-very 
Forcibly, that it might unfortunately have a tendency to ſepa- 
rate our alliance, and that it uniformly and conſtantly been 
the policy of the enemy to divide the confederacy at the very 
moment they were, by their co-operation, about to make a 
fatal and deciſive blow. Perhaps I am not fo well acquainted 
with the circumſtances of the war as the honourable gentle- 
man, or at this time I may not have ſuch a lively recollection 
of the details of hiſtory, but I certainly do not remember 
one ſolitary inſtance of any peculiar difficulties under which the 
enemy had the misfortune to labour at the particular con- 
e * juncture 
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juncture when our allies ſeceded from the treaty.” Did the 
Ling of Pruſſia” withdraw himfelf from the alſiance, when 
France was 'finking under the weight of his exertions ? I be- 
lieve not. Did the members of the Germanic body entreat 
the Emperot to accelerate à peace, when the Emperor's 
armies werr triumphing over the French? I believe not; at 
any rate I do not recollect any ſymptoms of it. Did the 
Elector of Hanover treat wich the French when he was 
particularly victorious? I believe the reverſe of the faQ. 
Or did the king of Spain offer terms to the French Re- 
public when he was ſucceſsful? No; ſo contrary was the 
caſe; that at the time he withdrew from the alliance, the 
French armies had not only made themſelves maſters: of Rou- 
lillon, but the king of Spain was apprehenſive that they would 
march to Madrid itſelf. * FOG er 

„ confeſs. I cannot ſee, (if the profeſſions of the ho- 
nourable gentleman be true) what renders an explanation 
of the proceedings of the government of this country a 


ſubject of fo much delicacy in the preſent war. If he would 


allow that he is engaged in a clandeſtine negotiation, of 
the benefits of which he would wiſh to deprive our allies, 
and of which of courſe he would wiſh to keep them ig- 
norant, then I conceive ſome motive for his conduct, and 
i am ready on ſuch a ſuppoſition to allow his argument, 
if it is not decent, if it is not - honourable, at leatt to be 
logical. But if, as he declares, he is really acting in concert 


with our allies, where would be the harm, though he were 


to lay all the papers which had paſſed upon the ſubje& before 
the Houſe ? Here I cannot refrain from making one obſervation 
on the difference of ſituation, in which we have ſtood with 
our allies in the courſe of this conteſt. I cannot help remem- 
bering a glaring defect which was pointed out laſt year, in te 
terms of the Loan, which was then voted to the Emperor, It 
was then objected, that we did not bind him to perſevere in the 
proſecution of the war longer than he thought fit. The an- 
ſwer was, if we bind the Emperor to protecute the war, we 
muſt ourſelves come under the ſame reſtriction, Aud now 
we are _y we cannot make peace, except ia concert with 
our allies. I mention this merely to ſhew the different repre- 


ſentations that ate given of matters accoruing to the pretjure of 
different arguments. The queſtion now to be conſidered, is 
whether the miniſter has told us enough or not; whether he 
has told us any thing material; how much he has told us, and 
what is the value of it? I underſtood him to have ſaid in 
ettect, for I do not pretend preciſely to quote his o n words, . 
42975 8 as 
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as'I did not take them down, that he felt no difficulty in ac- 
quainting the Houſe, that the 1.eceflary meaſures, had, been 
taken for enabling, miniſters, when opportunity offers, to 
avail themſelves of any overtures ar terms that may lead to a 
general pacification upon ſuitable and honourable conditions, 
either by receiving or by making offers ; and further, that at 
this very period ſuch meaſures have been taken, and are at 
this moment in train, conſiſtently with our own intereſts, and 
with reſpects to the intereſts, conſent, and harmony of our 
allies, which may lead to a permanent and honourable peace, 
As to meaſures with feſpect to our own intereſt, and the in- 
tereſts, conſent, and harmony of our allies, which may lead 
to a permanent and honourable peace, every meaſure of war 
would come under that denomination, ſince every meaſure of 
war was intended to operate to that effect. I underſtand, 
however, that the right honourable gentleman, has, ſince the 
8th of December, by communication with the Emperor, (that 
is to ſay, when he mentioned the Emperor in particular, he 
meant one for all) and the other members of the alliance, come 
to one ſettled plan. I will not deny that nothing was done by 
ſuch a communication towards effeding a peace, but I am 
free to confeſs that the e has been conducted with a tardi- 
neſs for which I cannot account. Sr 
Admitting theſe ſteps to have been taken, and that a nego- 
tiation was actually on loot, it ſtill remains a queſtion of ſe- 
rious urgency, whether the motion of my honourable friend 
ought to be agreed to by the Houſe ? That the manifeſtation 
of a ſincere defire to negotiate would in this country produce 
an effect highly popular, is a fact not to be diſputed. To the 
reſt of Europe ſuch an inclination would be no leſs grateful ; 
and I will put it to the judgment of the Houſe, if they really 
think that the country will make worſe terms of peace with 
France, becauſe the | rench government know Out defire tor 
peace to be ſincere. Is it not to be feared, on the other hand, 
that the mutual alienation of affection, and the mutual diſtruſt 
which has ſubſiſted between the countries, will create a more 
ſerious difficulty to the ſucceſs of any negotiation, than even 
the terms that may be propoſed? In former wars, we have 
found that the obſtructions to pacification aroſe more, from the 
temper of the adverſe countries, than the ſpecific terms which 
were brought upon the tapis. In the moſt glorious war, this 
country was ever engaged in, in the war of the ſucceſſion, 
was there any whig, however high an opinion he might en- 
tertain of the adminiſtration of Queen Anne, who did not 
believe that, from a want of confidence in the conferences 
pts” | «at 


— . — — 


— 


1 $ 
þ 5 
. 
: 
* 
= * 
! 
Bi 
1 
{I 
1 
f ; 
ol 
- N 
” 
1 
17 
4 
» 
f * 
#1 
* 
1 
[2 
75 
4 
\ 
; 
4 
* 


1 
0 
19 
1 
, 
: 
1 
1.1 
Vf 
14 
4 
15 
4 
1% 
T3 
4 


— . : — * 
— — * — — wt — 2 ———— =» = — 4 8 = 
— p,, — * 
- 2 - N 3 Mt — — — 


— 


— 22 
— 
, 


rs 15.) | WOODFALL'S, PARLIAMENTARY, REPORTS, 2 


at Gertrvydenburg the war was unnceeflacily protracte d? 
Was there any. one Who doubted whether France would 
not have been willing to give up as much as 8 
wiſhed to demand if they dad been open and candid in 
their negotiatione, all the lificulties then roſe from the hoſtility 
of the mind, as many more have done from the ſame feeling. 
1 am not fo ſanguine as to hope, at this day, that no difficulty 
will ariſe in hegotiation about terms. I wiſh to God that the 
ſituation of the country were ſuch as to afford any reaſonable 
round for ſuch z hope. But what I centend for is this, that 
Fach has been the aſperity diſplayed on both ſides, in the courſe 
of the conteſt,” hat the temper of governments will occaſion 
a difficulty, po leſs formidable than any that might occur, in 
the'diſcafion of terms, a difficulty which I am 2155 to think 
the concluding part of the honourable gentleman's ſpeech was 
by ho means calculated to remove. It may be ſaid that the 
declarations of the dire ory are of the ſame nature as our own, 
and that they do not manifeſt any particular deſire to forwar 
peace. Be it ſo, their conduct ſhall not juſtify ours; then 
tet us ceaſe to bandy terms of infolence, and criminate each 
other. Becauſe inſolent language is held, by. the, directory 
of France, is that a reaſon why the government of England 
ſkould aſſume the fame tone of infoleace?_ Were we to ado 
conciliatory language, the effect would be immediate upon the 
temper of the French government in ſoftning aſperity, and 
ülencing abuſe. And if ſuch would be the fe in bee 
what might be expeQted here. , _ n a dad 
It was ſtated by the right honourable gentleman, that 
the motion of my honourable friend, were it agreed to by the 
Houſe, would fo cramp, ſo fetter, and humiliate government, 
that it would be impoſhble to negotiate with honour. , This is 
an objection which has been ſtated fo often in the courſe of the 
war, that it has entirely loſt its force, When on a former oc- 
caſion it was propoſed to declare the government of France in 
a negotiable ſituation, the propoſition was rejected with ſcorn, 
and now this very declaration. is made in the commencement 
of 4 The circumſtances, indeed, are ſome what 
changed; but if the effect does not proceed from the fame. 
cauſe, I ſhould not expect to hear the ſame, conſequence de- 
duced. The arguments of miniſters in theſe, from experi- 
ence, I am led totally to diſregard; and in many others, 
would not attend to them, As to the prerogative of the crown 
of making peace when and how His Majeſty pleaſes, no man 
doubts it; but no man, on the other hand, will doubt of che. 
prerogative of the Commons of England, to adviſe His Mae by 
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both on the time and the terms of paciſication. The preſent 
is not a matter of right, but a matter of diſeretion. I have 
put a caſe beſore the Houſe, which is ſo appropriate to the 
preſent circumſtances of the country, that I may be allowed 
to quote it again, the caſe of the American war. In the 
courſe of that war, we heard from a noble lord (lord North) 
that ĩt was the height of indiſcretion in Parliament to interfere 
with the prerogative of the King, in making peace. Parlia- 
ment wiſely rejected the noble lord's argument, and not only 
declared that America was in a negotiable ſituation, and that 
the ſtates ſhould be acknowledged as independent, but the 
even declared that no offenſive war ſhould be carried on againſt 
America; and this very declaration enabled the honourable 
gentleman and his aſſociates at that time to conclude à peace, 
the terms of which were certainly not ſuch as the country, 
in my opinion, had reaſon to expect from its circumſtances 
-at the time, but which redounded much to his credit, when 
compared with the misfortunes to which it had formerly been 
ſubjected. 1 
There are certain artifices practiced, and certain bug- 
bears which have ever been held out by miniſters to parlia- 
ment, and which have been diſpoſed of according to its good 
ſenſe at the time. The pretences of ſtate ſecrets, and par- 
liamentary confidence, have been always held forth as a ſhield 
for the conduct of the ſervants of the crown, fortunately for 
the People, however, their conſtituents have not been always 
inclined to pay that attention to them, which to ſuperficial 
obſervers they may ſeem to claim. As to the ſtate paper to 
which the honourable gentleman referred, and which he faid 
was publiſhed at Hamburgh, and was induſtriouſly circulated 
in this country, I have not ſeen it, and therefore am not pro- 
perly qualified to reaſon upon it. Allowing the ſentiments 
of the directory, however, on the ſubje& of peace, to be as 
wild, fanciful, and extravagant as it is poſſible for them to be, 
that is no reaſon why theſe ſentiments ought to deter us from 
offering terms of peace. The time in which we live, is a 
time in which governments muſt pay ſome attention to the 
the opinion, and to the ſentiments of the people whom they are 
appointed to govern, Were a diſpoſitſon to peace, on the 
part of the 13 diſcovered to the people of England, 
it would diffuſe general happineſs over the kingdom; and if 
it was made known to France, I am convinced that her con- 
ceſſions would be as ample as we could wiſh. As to the 
ular opinion in this country, it has for ſome been evi- 
_ dently againſt the war; and I ſay it to the credit to miniſters, 
that they have ſacrificed ſomething to the conftitution of the 
8 country 
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country, by permitting the opinion of the people, reſpecti 
the war, to have ſome weight in regulating their conduct. If 
the demands of France are exorbitant, let us meet them with 
reaſonahle overtures on our parks and moderation will have a 
greater effect than the moſt uous reſiſtance, in relaxing 
their exertions. I know reaſon has too little to do in the go- 
vernment of the world, and that juſtice and moderation muſt 
often yield to power and lawleſs might. This has been un- 
happily exemplified in the fate of Poland. I know of examples 
of a contrary nature alſo. One of theſe was, when war was 
meditated againſt Ruſſia by England at ſea, and Pruſſia by 
land, which was entirely ſubdued by reaſon and moderation. 
It is therefore no light matter in national, as well as private 
concerns, to have reaſon on our fide. I know, I have ſome- 
times been thought extravagant and abſurd in my aſlertions, 
when I contend, that honour was the only juſt cauſe of war; 
but I ſtill believe, and there has been nothing in late events 
to contradi& the opinion, that reaſon and juſtice in any cauſe 
are the moſt powerful allies. If this be the caſe, let us ma- 
nifeſt to France, to Europe, and to the world, a ſpirit of mo- 
deration—and let us this night addreſs his Majeſty to com- 
mence a negotiation with the Republic of France. I ſay the 
Republic of France ; for there is more in names than one 
would ſometimes be apt to imagine. Miniſters had talked of 
the French rulers, of perſons exerciſing the government of 
France, &c. If they were ferious in their intentions of pa- 
cification, they muſt hold a language more explicit. They 
had ſent an ambaſſador (Lord Macartney) to the court of 
Louis XVIII. Could hoy imagine, after ſuch as inſult to 
the preſent government of France, that a negotiation could 
be entered upon without a previous and direct acknowledge- 
ment ? That government had been recognized ,in various 
acts, both by us and our allies ; in the exchange of priſon- 
ers, the releaſe of the princeſs royal, &c. There was no in- 
jury, therefore, but on the contrary much advantage to be 
derived from a more full and explicit recognition. 

At the peace of Utrecht, the pegotiation and conferences 
at Gurtreydenberg, were injured by Louis. XIV. employing 
an <mbaſſador in the intereſt of the Pretender, why then the 
count D' Artois, however exalted his rank, ſhould now be ſo 
much countenanced by government, as ambaſſador from an 
unfortunate prince, Was it not highly neceffary then to 
make an explicit declaration, that we are really deſirous of a 
Nr 1 eee nter Let us, however, come to 
the point. Miniſters ſay all this is very: if you let us 
Vor. III. 1796. F ER — do 


. . 
SS ä = 
— — — 


66 WOODEALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Comnoxs, 


do it; if the Houſe, of Commons will ſuggeſt it, it is very 
wrong. Do they really think, that there is a cabinet in Eu- 
rope, or even that there is a man who reads a ne wipaper, who 
believes, that if the motion of my honourable friend wete to 
be carried this evening, that it was forced upon adminiſtra- 
tion; nay, would he not rathet think . f in decency I may 
be allowed to ſay ſo), that minifters had made the Houſe" of 
Commons their channel for the declaration, as the moſt au- 
thentic they could refort to, Allowing the honourable gen- 
tleman all the confidence which he can deſite, as much even 
as his honourable friend beſide him (Mr, Dundas) repoſes in 
him, nothing could tend more to evince the confidence of 
the Houſe in adminiſtration, than the motion that has been 
made this evening. Even if it be the etiquette of the mi- 
niſter, that all declarations of this nature ſhall originate in 
the crown, (an etiquette Which J do not Voger Rasch, I 
would not put a declaration of the crown in compariſon, in 
point of authenticity, with that which the preſent motion, it 
carried, would convey, Let him recollect that every mo- 
ment of delay is a moment of danger, and therefore let him 
not procraftinate in making the deelaration. He may, per- 
haps, have intended the ſpeech of this evening to ſerve the 
purpoſe of a decl:ration : but he cannot but know the wide 
and unmezſureable difference between a ſpeech which may, or 
may not go abroad in an accurate manner, and a reſolution in- 
ſerted in the minutes of the Houſe of Commons. 

I ſhall not ſay one word on the relative ſituation of Great 
Britain, I am not one of thoſe who are inclined to think 
deſpondently of the ſituation of the country, But if any thing 
could make me deſpond, it would be that ſpecies of reaſon- 
ing, when, aſter being told of the increaſed national debt, the 
load of taxes, and the conſequent miſery entailed upon the 
people, I am deſired to look to the ruined finances of France 
for comfort, which are quickly hurrying that power to the 
 precipice of deſtruction; ſo that, in proportion as the enem 
retreats from the common abyfs Hach would fwallow up 
both, we are encouraged to be under no apprehenſion for ou 
own ſafety, I will allow, that the F rench may be in greater 
diſtrefs than the people of this country are at this time; but I 
muft allow, that to me it appears to be.very poor comfort to 
the afflicted to hear, that their enemies would fall before 
them, Suppoſe We were able to conquer the French; ſup- 
poſe we had done it, and they not only. were ready to receive 
of us what form of government we pleaſed, but that allo the 
begged of us on their knees to reſtore to them, Louis ZE - 
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for their King, and tö beg that we Thou!d dictate to them 
what terms bf peace we pleaſed--<that would not indemnify 
us for the Evils of War Witch we had brought upon ourſelves 
already, and Which, if peace were. to be made this hour, wa 
hall feel day after day, Year after year, aye, and age after 
age, even although, we ſhould. meet with time as profþerous 
as the heart of than could wiſh, The right honourable gen- 
tleman, when the queſtion of expence came before the Houſe, 
generally inſiſted on te fouriſhing ſtate of our finances. He 
had, in opening the nature of one af the taxes of the enſuing 
year, and which muſt be continued, ſtated the landed income 
of this country at 25 millions ſterling ; the perpetual-taxes 
now Me (ſuppoſing them̃ tõ produce what they were 
eſtimated. at): to 2& millions, which, with the poor rates, 
will make a ſum egual to the whole landed rental. Though 
I am. not one of thoſe, why, with a late petitioner (Sit Francis 
Blake), think the land pays all the taxes, I think the weight 
of them lies upon the land, which cannot exift very ealily 
under a. burthen of twenty ſhillings in the pound. I am told 
that things are worſe in France ; but will any man be bold 
1 not to with for peace, becauſe the finances of France 
may be in a ſtate Ml more deranged than ours! Rather than 
continue the war for another campaign, independent of the 
moral reaſons again its prolongation, I would not give up 
our honour, our dighity, or our liberty, which, till 1 die, I 
truſt, I never ſhall fail to aſſert, but I would give up all 
queſtions of prudence and accommodation, and in fact every 
thing ſhort of what moſt nearly concerns our character. Let 
it not be underſtobd,that I wiſh for a diſhonourable peace, or a 
peace on any other terms than thoſe which are worthy of the 
fituation and character of the country; but Ii am fanguine 
enough to think, that even now this country may have ho- 
nourable terms of peace. The governors of France dare not 
refuſe any. reaſonable terms which we may offer, or if they do, 
others will ſoon be appointed in their places, who will dare 
to accept of them. When peace ſhall be propoſed, however, 
I hope and truit that it will not be propoſed on the dividin 
ſyſtem, and that fince Ruſſia has got a part of Poland, Auf: 
tria may have a ſhare in ſome other devoted country, That 
2 J conſider as infamous in itſelt, and injurious to man- 
ind in general; I therefore, cannot wiſh it to be encou- 
raged, or that this country ſhould diſgrace itſelf by lending it 
its countenance.” 1 hope that the intereſts of humanity, as 
weil as of kings, and particular ſtates, will be conſulted, and 
that peace and tranquillity ah re-eſtabliſhed on the 1 
2 | 
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baſis of juſtice, in anſwer to the prayers of mankind, who 
are now fatigued with war, ſlaughter, and devaſtation, He 
ſhould, for the reaſons he had ſtated, vote for the preſent 
motion, for that it tended to ſhorten. the duration of war, 
which, in the common opinion, was the molt diſaſtrous that 
ever afflicted the human race. e x EeS RL 
The Houſe then divided. For the motion, 

| 1 

Mes- 189 


Majoriy 139 


* 1 * 


— 


Adjourned, 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
agg, it TukspAr, February 16. 
The judges attended to give their opinion in the cauſe An- 
ſtruther verſus Anftruther, © 7 
Some private bills were read; after which the Houſe ad- 
journed. "HM . NY 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
TuxspAx, February 16. 


The Weſt India governors Indemnity Bill was read a third 
time, and paſſed. | | 

Mr. Manning moved for leave to bring in a bill for the 

urpoſe of making wet docks, and a navigable canal from 
lackwall to Wapping. Leave given. 

A perſon attended. from the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms, 
with accounts of all the corn imported into. this kingdom, on 
which a bounty is payable in conſequence of the late Act. 

Mr. Grey informed the Houſe, that Mr. Whitbread was 
confined by indiſpoſition, and unable to attend that day, he 
was conſequently prevented from making his promiſed mo- 
tion for the repeal of the ſtatute of Elizabeth, relatize to the 
wages of labourers: He therefore moved to diſcharge the 
order which ſtood for it for that day, and ſaid, that Mr. 
Me 4 intended making this motion ur the courſe of next 
week. . 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave notice, that, on the 
2d of March, in purſuance of the ideas he had lately thrown 
out, he would make a motion to explain and Tos | the pre- 
ſent poor laws. 


GAME ACT, | 


Mr. Coot (of Norfolk) moved for leave to bring in a bill 
to amend the Game Act. an 

Mr. Curwen ſeconded the motion, and condemned very 
pointedly the hardſhips owing to it, from hindering landhold- 
ers from killing game on their own farms; and again, the 
opportunity it gives- to others of poaching and treſpaſſing 
every where with impunity. What he wiſhed was, that ever 
Engliſhman might be enabled to kill game on his own land, 
and to prevent others to make a trade of killing game to the 
injury of the country. He would, therefore, (we underſtand) 
in the courſe of next ſeſſion, move for a repeal of all the pre- 
{ent regulations reſpecting game, except that which impoſes 
4 


% BY ©» +4 - 


50 WOODFALLES PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. CC 
a duty of three guineas ſor a licence to kill game, which he 
believed was of itſelf ſufficient for its preſervation. * 

Mr. Buxton agreed that the game laws were repugnant to 
the principles of the conſtitution, and thought that their fe- 
verity tended to give temptation to poaching, and by this 
means to deprave the morals. of the people. He obferve!, 
that when he was lately in the country he was not able to 
ſleep in his own Houſe ouw-accouat of the diſturbance of poa- 
chers, who came about his domain in gangs. * e 

The motion was then agreed to. 

Mr. Grey aſked the Secretary at war, whether the accounts 
of the army extraordinaries were yet ready ? 1 
* The Secretary at li ar anſwered, that tney had not yet been 
made out at the War- oſſice, and he could not ſay prceiſely 
when they would be produced. HOT 
Mr. Grey faid, there was an Act of Parliament which di- 
rected ſuch accounts to be produced annually, and it certainly 
was the ſpirit of it to prevent any delay in preſenting the de- 
tails, He aſked this queſtion in contemplation of a motion 
he gave notice that he intended to make on Monday next, if 
that day was not occupicd. In conſequence. of the fate of 
his motion the preceding night, he entertained very little hope 
of the ſpeedy concluſiun of a peace, and he therefore thought 
it neceſſaty to call tlie public attention to the unparalleled ex- 
pence of the war we were to perſevere in,, and to endeavour 
to aſcertain the extent of the tums that hud been alrcady ex- 
pended, He would therefore move, on Monday next, for an 
inquiry into the general ſtate of the nation. This motion 
would comprehend, more immediately, the internal circum- 
ſtances of the country. He had no idea of returning peace: 
but whether we were to have peace or war, it was fit to in- 
veſtigate the expences of the war, the alarming ſtate of 
finances; the reſources and expenditure of the country. The 
ſubject, therefore, particularly regarded the expence of Bar- 


racks, which would be minutely contidered in this motion. 
| 74 un 1 3 
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The houſe having reſolved itſelf into a committee on the 
high price of corn. u ES pow 
Mr. Lechmere roſe. and called the attention of the com- 
mittee to a ſubject the moſt unportant that could be debated ; 
ſo highly important, that he withed a fuller attendance of the 
Houſc. He could only ſay, that in the unheard- of ſcarcity 
which prevailed, the interierence of the legiſlature was ren- 
dered-ablulutely necellary to prevent the growing evil; ur 
the 
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the evil could, however, be ptevehted, it was fit to inveſtigate 
the cauſe. We muſt, ſaid he, ſirſt fol the cauſe before we 
apply a temedy. What then was the | cauſe of the {alarming 
ſcarcity which pervaded this country ?. He had attended mi- 
nutely, in all parts Where he had been, to every circumſtance 
which could throw light on the ſubject; and he would then 
{ubmit the reſult of his inquiries. "The grand queſtion was, 
Is there, or is there not, ſuch dangerous ſcarcity? If there 
was, what was its cauſe? If there was not, why were all the 
neceſflaries of life ſo dear? The grand ſource of the evil he 
took to be, the method of conſolidating ſeveral ſmall farms 
into one large one. By this monopoly, the lower farmers 
were rendered incapable of ſupporting. their families, while 
the great ones could amaſs large quantities of corn, and with- 
hold it from market till it became dear, and till they got their 
own prices. | | Fas 

He had made full inquiry, and he was aware that the ſcarcity 
was not ſufficient to juſtify the dearneſs which prevails ; but 
that the rige mali, the rout of the miſchief, was the monopol 
which he lamented. To prevent this monopoly, he ſhould, 
on a future day, think it his duty to ſubmit more at large his 
humble ideas on this ſubject ; he thought it the duty of every 
member in that Houſe to do ſo. The ſituation of the indul- 
trious poor was worthy the minuteſt attention; and, even 
as à queſtion of policy, deſerved every conſideration, The 

or in diſtreſs, remote and friendleſs, had no way of utter - 
ing their complaints if that houſe was deaf to their cries, 
It was the undoubted duty of their repreſentatives to make 
their grievances known; they were the proper organs to 
convey to the throne the ſtory of their calamities. Ffom the 
humbie. vale, the voice. of diſtreſs ſeldom reached the hills 
above; not but our gracious ſayercign had ears open, and an 
heart ready, to relieve diſtteſs, were the picture preſented to 
his view. It was then the bounden duty of members to be 
advocates. of the poor and diſtreſſed; to trace the cauſes and 
point out the remedies of ſcarcity ; ſcarcity which was not 
actual, but artificial; occaſioned by corn- factors, meal- job- 
bers, and monopoliſts. He had directed all his exertions to 
this great national object: he was aided, and would be ſup- 
ported by friends, in profecuting the buſineſs of that Houſe. 

He confeſſed his exertions in compariſon were weak; he 
might be dilappointed in his aim and hope of furniſhing ne- 
ceſſaries and comforts to the poor; of diffuling national bleſ- 
ſings. He was aware his abilities were limited, but they were 
well directed; and, it he failed, it was in a laudable attempt: 
Magi; 


22 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Conn z. 


Magnis tamen excidit auſis, Mr. Lechmere then ſaid, that he 
could not conclude without ſubmitting his- intended motion : 
« That the chairman of the committee be directed to move 
the Houſe for leave to bring in a Bill to regulate the leaſing 
and letting of farms, in order to prevent the conſolidation of 
ſeyeral ſmall farms into large ones.” | | 
Mr. Rider ſaid, that he felt himſelf happy when be heard 
the honourable 'gentleman ſay, that he did not mean to preſs 
his reſolution on the committee then, and was convinced that 
no meaſure could be fraught with more miſchievous conſe- 
quences than that the honourable gentleman had brought for- 
ward, It was always ſafeſt to allow fuch matters to be fixed 
without legiſlative interference; and he hoped the ſentiments 
of the Houſe on a late occaſion” would ſhew every gentle- 
man how hoſtile they were to any ſuch regulations as the pre- 
ſent. | | | 
Mr. Buxton, in a ſhort ſpeech, ſupported the arguments of 
Mr. Rider. He faid that the adoption of ſuch a meaſure as 
that recommended went to produce little leſs than an Agrarian 
law in this country. He wiſhed to remind the honourable 
ntleman who brought this motion forward, that a meaſure, 
in ſome ſort like his, had been reſorted to in the reign of 
Henry VIII. It was then enacted, that nobody ſhould have 
more than two farms; but the impolicy of this was ſoon diſ- 
covered, and the meaſure itſelf given up as a bad one. | 
General Mellead was againſt agitating a queſtion of ſuch 
national magnitude in ſo thin a Houſe. The mode of conſo- 
lidating ſmall farms into large ones, he much diſapproved of ; 
but much more of parliamentary interference. The remedy, 
he was aware, would be worſe than the diſeaſe. His idea was, 
on all ſubjects of this nature, that every changeable. property 
thould be left to find its own level; and that ſuch voluntary 
operation would regulate things better than ſtandards arbi- 
trarly fixed by that Houſe. He did not pretend to ſay, that 
the conſolidation of many farms into one was not a grievance ; 
but the conſtitution of this country was ſuch, that arbitrary 
meaſures ſhould never be reſorted to, unleſs in caſes of ex- 
treme neceſſity, Such meaſures in general were found to 
operate as reſtrictions on commerce and agriculture, That 
a regulation to ſome extent in favour of the agricultural part 
of the community, was wanted, he knew ; but a meaſure that 
went to ſuch an extent he condemned. : 
Mr. Lechmere in reply ſaid, he could not conceive how his 
propoſitions could be dangerous, as they only went to remedy 
the ſcarcity of grain. It was evident that the overgrown and 
| opulent 
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opulent farmers eould-not cultivate their extenſive poſſefions 
with that minute attention=and« induſtry..which the ſituation 
of the ſmall. farmer required. The overgrown farmer was 
enabled to keep back hig grain to advance the price; the ne- 
ceſſity of paying his rent, and cart ying on his kbour, required 
the other to come to market with his produce. It was the 
duty of the legillature to interfete, and prevent this enormous 
abuſe, at once fa oppteſſive to the poor, aud {a-injurious ti 
the public. He would even prove, that grain was, exporte 
from this country, rather than bring. it to market at a price 
below what the — Yer ho? oo While the abuſe, he. 
complained of ſubſiſted, what frequently happened would con- 
tmue, that the great farmer would revel in luxury and vo- 
luptuouſneſs, and the ſmall one ftarve 12 bis family in a 
cottage. | Theſe farms tended to depopulate the country, 
while they diminiſhed the quantity of proxiſions. He would at- 
tempt to deſcribe the evils o the. deſerted village, but they 
would find in Dr. Geldſmith a picture that was realiſed by 
the gloomy proſpect which: many parts oſ the kingdom pre- 
ſented. K bad been ſaid by an onourable 1 A. 
Fox,) whole benevolence was as far above 
talents foared above all competition, that it wk unj juſt to 
deprive a man of the power of letting his land as be thought 
proper, but he Would maintain, that no man was entided to 
do for his on private advantage what was prejudicial to the 
intereſt of the community. His only object. was to relieve 
the poor; no man was farther from the inclination to incite 
diſcantent, or promote confuſion: he wiſhed to improve the 
ſituatiom of the poor artificer, che poor labouter, and the 
poor huſbandman, in every part of his canduct, and (every! 
meaſure which in his public duty he ſupported; He was! an- 
_ that miſery and opprefhon ſhould be haniſhed and that: 
he pooreſt man might: de able to ſay, I am an Engliſhman, 
Lent the advantages of my lation, and enjoy che bleſhags 
that are annexed to that character. 

Mr. Lechmere then conſented to withdiaw bis motion for 
the preſent; but ſome objection being ſtarted, a motion was 
made to count the Houſe, a ad there — only twenty- r 
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Tera Thurlew gave his opinion on the caſe.of Lindſay verſus 
Kentoeh7" — by "movings tat the laſt interlocu- 
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tor of the court of ſeſſion be affirmed, all former interlocutors 
reverſed, and the defendant. afſilzied from (na. ey + 
Jes | ber by 


HOUSE OF FE | 
_ WepxesDAY, February 17. agate 
© Alderman Anderſon moved for leave to bring in a Bill to 
enable the proprietors. of the Million Bank to diſſolve the ſo- 


ciety and divide the funds. 
Mr. Charles Dundas moved for leave to bring in a Bill ** 


altering and extending the line of the 3 Avon canal, 
upon which a diviſion took place. Fe Ar 


Moes, 


Ayes, | 15 A ; | | | 1 0 


Agri „ 
— . — 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 


TrvxDay, February 18. 


Several private Bills were received from the Commons; 

Counſel was heard on Mullin's diyorce Bill, 

Type Earl of Lauderdale gave notice of a motion he intended 
to make on the 24th inſt. reſpecting the WROTE of the 
4: per cent. fund, —Adjourned. 


"> 


HOUSE OF COMMON 8. | 
. . Thurſday, Feb. 18. 
The Exchequer Bill, the Exchequer Bills Bill, 2 the 
Inn-keepers Bill, were read a third time and paſſed. 
An account of the number of ſlaves imported, and the veſ- 
ſels employed in the trade, was laid upon the table. | 


* MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 


' The Speaker informed the Houſe, that their Lordfhips had 
— to the Marine Mutiny Bill. | 


WET DOCKS. 


Mr. Manning. purſuant to the leave given bim, bro * 
in a Bill for enabling certain merchants to build wet d 
wharfs, and quays, on the river Thames; and moved that i Fr 
be read a firſt time, which was done. 

Mr. Plomer wiſhed to know whether the honourable. gen- 
deman intended to move that it ſhould be read a ſecond time. 

Mr. Manning faid it was by no means his intention to pre- 


pla the buſineſs; but, on n e 
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Bill was printed, and till gentlemen had ample time to give it 
a deliberate examination, SM | 
. STATE OF THE NATION. |, 1: | 

Mr. Grey ſaid, that as a buſineſs of much importance (the 
Report of the Committee on the Loan) was to occupy the 
attention of the Houſe and moſt likely would detain it for ſome 
time, he would beg leave to defer his motion on the ſtate of the 
nation till Monday the 29th. If there was no ohjection, he 
alſo farther wiſhed that a certain number of copies of the 
papers reſpecting the loan preſented by Mr. Roſe be printed, 
and that the broken periods in the military accounts, which 
had been promiſed, ſhould be ſpeedily laid before the Houſe. 


Mr. Long promiled, that, in a very few days, the accounts 


alluded to ſhould be laid on the table. 
"GAME LAWS. 


Mr. Curwen (aid; that he ſhould conſider bimſelf as de- 
ficient in his public duty, if, after what he had ſaid a few days 
ago, upon the ſubject of the game laws, he neglected to bring 
forward ſome meaſure to give his profeſſions effect, and ſubs 
mit to the wiſdom of the Houſe a total repeal of all thoſe laws. 
He therefore gave notice, that, on Friday the 26th, he would 
make a motion for leave to bring in a bill to that effect. 

| ELECTION PETITIONS, | | 

Mr. Douglas roſe for the purpole of aſking leave to bring in 
a bill to enable the Houſe to enforce the attendance of its 
members on committees appointed for determining contro- 
verted elections. He ſaid, that though it would be neceſſar 
for him to remind the Houſe of Mr. Grenville's act, yet it 
was not a fit time to enter jato an elaborate panegyric on the 
merits of that admirable inſtitution, formed to the ſame pur- 
poſe by that ſtatute. It was ſufficient ſimply to ſay, that, after 
a fourth part of a century, it had acquired the ſuffrage. of all 
people, and converted moſt af thoſe who at firſt were adverſe 
to it. Of all who bad paid the tribute of juſt approbation to 


that bill, no one more admired the wiſdom. of its proviſions 


than he did; he was aware, nevertheleſs, that in common with 
every other buwan effort, it had its impetfections. Its im- 
perfetzon conſiſted in the extent of its juriſdiction, which, 
upon practical experiment, was proved to be inſufficient. It 
went far, it was true; but it did not go far enough, This 
defect ſoon appeared, and other bills were ſubſequentſy brought 


in to cure it, and extend the juriſdiction of the Houſe in that 


inſtance. After all, however, ſeveral defects and imperfee- 
tions remained behind, It * became the object, and ber 
| - 
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deed the appropfiate object of a member (Mr. T. Grenville), 


from his hear c ,s with the framer of that great bill, 
to endeavour to cute the admitted deficieney of the exiſting 
acts, and accompliſſ hat his honourable predeceſſor had in 
view. Laſt ſeſſion, therefore, that honduruble member pro- 
poſed to bring in bil to that effect; but ir did net paſs into 
a law. Indeed he did not proceed with it; partly from the 
conſideration that it did not meet the concurrence” of ſome 
members, and partly becauſe there were other members Who 
wanted to ingraft on it ſome proviſions,” which, not harmoniz - 
ing with the ſpirit of che bill, as originally framed by him, 
he conceived were likely to produce difficulties. The honour- 


able member was, for theſe reaſons, induced to drop it. There 


was one proviſion in that bill, in approbation of uuich, . all who 
gave it their conſideration condurred ; à proviſion formed 
not ſo much to create new and unkngwn powers in the Houſe, 
as. to reſtore ta the Houſe an energy of actioa (of which it was 
deprived by Mr. Crenville's bill), in enforcing attendance on 
committees for determining conteſted electious. It was worth 
conſideration, that, in all other caſes , where the Houſe, had 
reaſon to foreſee a likelihood of {lender attendance, on any im- 
portant gccaſion, they had the power of enforcing e attend; 
ance of its members, by ordering a general call. In this caſe 
alone the powers of the Houſe were contracted; and what 
made the miſchief ſtill worſe was, that if, on the day appointed 
for the committee, a ſufficient number did not attend to make 
one, no other proceeding could be had till that could be ac- 
compliſhed, by which means the important buſineſs of the 
Houſe was often obſtructed from day to day for a length of 
time, to the extreme uyury of the public. To remed this, 
it was provided, by a 1 — e in Mr. T. Grenville's b, that 
if the Houſe failed of a number ſufficiently large to afford the 
regular draught of 49 members, the Houſe ſhould be at liberty 
to proceed, either to the orders of the day, or to 2 call of the 
Houſe: for the ſueceeding day. Mr. Douglas ſaid, the bill he 
propoſed to hring in would contain pretty nearly the lame 
prov iſion, together with another, which, he hoped, on à re- 
viſion of it, would be found conducive to the convenience, the 
decorum, and the advantage of the Houſe, in producing.a due 
attendance of its members on thoſe occaſions. It had hap- 
pe ned that the buſineſs of the Houſe was obſtructed for a fort- 
night together, by the impoſſibility of procuring an attendance 
ſuſkcient'to form a committee; during which time, not only 
the public bulineſs was at a ſtand, but the Speaker, and other 
officers of the Houle, were obliged to give fruitleſs attends 
| l | F ance, 
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ance. The clauſe, therefore, he meant to propoſe was, to 
enable the Speaker, incaſe of failure in attendance, to adjauru 
over for a limited number of days, inſtead of being obliged to 
lit de die in r pe: [ * AIP of — 1 5 

ſe ſhould be three, in order that, it it took place on Fri- 
== Houſe might. adjourn over to Monde » but no fur- 
ther. On theſe grounds he moved, that. leave be given; to 
bring in a bill for the more, effectually entorcipg the laws, for 
determining conteſted elections. 
Mr. Powys.ſeconded the motion, and ſaid, he had laſt year 
ſeconded a motion of a ſimilar anger The bill propoſed, 
he thought, brought the matter to a ſingle point, inſomuch that 
all. muſt aſſent to it. * Fa ing we hopes, that 2 
able gentleman would perſevere in bringing the bill through; 
that he would confine it to its true object, and reſiſt every 
attempt to ingraft ſoreign matter upon it. 
The motion was granted, nem. obs. 
wMaanbbten! SLAVE TRADE. u et 
Mr. Wilberforce roſe to make his promifed motion reſpect- 
ing the abolition of the flave trade, and ſaid, that when he 
conſidered ' how very often he had brought the ſubject in'va- 
rious ſhapes before the Houſe, and how many gnevous diſ- 
appointments he had met with in his. proſecution of it, be 
could not but foreſee that many would be inclined to wonder 
at his perſeverance *—if” fach perſons there were, who, from 
that conception, ſhould be led to indulge any hopes that he 
was Either diſcouraged by want of ſucceſs, or baffled by oppo- 
fition, he would adviſe them to undecerve themfelves—he 
would tell them they utterly miſtook ' his'temper; as well as 
the principles upon which he took the matter up; and he 
would inform all thoſe who had attributed his undertaking to 
various motives, as well thoſe who ſuppoſed him actuated by 
an exceſs of ſenſtbifty and zeal, as thoſe who Aattered their 
own reſiſtance of the meaſure by attributing” it to leſs worthy 
principles, that he acted purely on the fixed "and unakerable 
perſuaſion that he was doing no leſs than what was due to the 
rights of human nature, and preſcrĩbed by every honeft human 
principle,” and by evety divine lap. 
T bis queſtion, he ſaid, differed materially and fundament- 
ally from all others, which ever came under the cognizance 
of parliament. There were many queſtions of policy, and 
even important ones, on which different opinions might be 
formed upon the moſt pure and diſintereſted principles: on 
which the deciſions, though of partial and temporary import- 
ance, might yet not cut very deep in the end; and the worn 

a 
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and ſuſpenſion of which might be attended with na great de- 
gree of miſery or injury: in the preſent caſe howevet, error 
in deciſion, or delay or ſuſpenſian in proceeding, mult be at- 
tended with ruin, beyond all calculation, to unhappy Africa: 
while the Hoge flept, the miſchiefs complained of were 
going on, and every year, nay every day, was add- 
ing to the guilt of this country, and to the calamities of that. 
Impreſſed, as he was, with the perſuaſion! of thoſe horrible 
truths, he felt it to be his duty to ſtrain every effort, even to 
the laſt nerve ef his power, to prevent a practice ſo deſtructive 
to the human race: fo diſyracetul to the character of the Bri- 
tiſh nation. | | 1 
It was hardly neceſſary, he hoped, for him to ſtate to the 
Houſe, that there was fomething very peculiar in the preſent 
time, as connected with this unfortunate ſubject: gentlemen 
could not but recollect, that the 1{t January 1796, was the 
time when the Houſe of Commons of Great Britain had de- 
clared the flave trade ſhould end. .* The. firſt of January 
1796, is paſt,” ſaid he; “ but, alas the deteſtabie traffic 
proceeds with undiminiſhed ſpirit. Paking the reſolutions 
of that Houſe, founded upon ſtrict inquiry, cloſe examination, 
and frequent and full diſcuſſion, that the ſlave trade ſnould be 
aboliſhed in January 1790, tor his grounds, he ſtood upon a 
foundation that could not be ſhaken. As thoſe reſolutions, 
however, would be more amply ſtated from. the records of the 
Houſe, than by him, he wiſhed the clerk of the Houſe ta t ead 
from the journals, the reſolutions, of the 28th April, 1792. 
{which the clerk having accordingly done) Mr. Wilberforce 
proceeded and ſaid, that this chen was a fact not to be diſ- 
puted: no miſreptreſentation could effect it: no caſuiſtry 
fritter it away. This was the ſentence of the Houle, formally 
and n pronounced, after a more elaborate diſcuſſion 
and mare ample. conſideration than any queſtion had ever un- 
dergone. It became his duty therefore to call upon the Houſe 
for the execution of his ſentence: In doing ſo, it would be 
ſuperfluous to argue, huce any effort to ſhake the well- ground - 
cd reſolutions of the, Houle would be as ineffectual, as any 
attempt to convince thoie, Who were not already convinced, 
would be van. mee, 
_ The Houſe, in order to do juſtice te che queſtion, ſhould 
remember the {tate of opinion on that occaſion. Zome were 
diſpoſed. for an immediate abolition; à large majority was in 
favdur of a gradual abolition; but, however, different in opi- 
nion en that point, all agreed in branding the traffic with every 
epithet of iufamy and reproach that ingenuity could deviſe to 


denote indignation and abhorrence. T hat ſhould be ever re- 
ä membered 
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membered; for his part, he never would forget it, from that 
ground he would never move. It was for this reaſon, he faid 
he would not go back into a recital uf the various enormities 
and abominations, on the proof of which the Houſe of Com- 
mons had built thofe reſolutions; he would not trouble the 
Houſe, or aMict the ſenſations of thoſe who had feeling, with 
a repetition of things at the bare thought of which his-own 
heart ſickened. "Thoſe miſchiefs, then felt and branded with the 
execrations of the Houſe, were {till going forward, and would 
continue to go forward with increaſed induſtry, if the Houſe 
did not interpoſe directly, and take a quick decifive, andan active 
part. One topic-there was which threw new light on the 
duſineſs, and pointed out more diſtinctly, if poſſible, the ne- 
ceſſity there was for the Houſe, regarding its on character, 
vecency, and decorum, to interfere without delay: gentlemen 
would perceive he alluded to the preſent ſtate of the Weſt In- 
dia iſlands. - Laſt: year, the ſtate of that quarter had pointed 
out the policy of adopting ſome means for ſtopping the influx 
of Africans into thoſe iſlands. If that motive was urgent then 
how much more ſo was it at prefent? - Did gentlemen conſi- 
der what the enemy was even at this time doing there? Did 
they not know that the French government was acting there 
on the decree of 17947 and by emancipating, and turning 
the arms of the negroes againſt us, had got ſeveral of the iſlands 
into their poſſeſſion, and were promoted and encouraged inſur- 
ꝛection in others ? Had the act paſled, he contended that our ene- 
mies would never have experienced the ſtrong ground they 
held in Quadaloupe, Grenada, and St. Vincents. From this 
cauſe the enemy were indebted for the profzlytes they made, 
who, if an abolition had taken place, would continue attached 
to this country. Ho could this kingdom * friends from 
the acceſſion of negroes in the Weſt Indies? Was it not a 
{elf-evident propoſition, that the negroes lately imported were 
cally influenced by the wide ſpreading ſyſtem introduced by 
the enemy. What tie had they for attachment to the planters, 
when liberty was offered them by our neighbours? Let any 
man atk himſelf how much more likely were the new im- 
ported ſlaves to be influenced by French principles than others, 
and common ſenſe muſt ſoon ſupply the anſwer. 

If they were not ignorant of this, they had only to compare 
and combine it with thoſe facts laid down by thoſe very gentle- 
men who were opponents to his plan, namely, that the newly- 
arrived Africans were the moſt diſcontented and dangetous of 
any. Thus, upon the arguments uſed by the adverſaties of 
the abolition, it was manifeſt that every tceſh 3 of 
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| was a freſh. accumulation of , inflammable 
matter into the iſlands: when they ſaw What was going for- 
ward with others under the machinations of the enemy, was 


African 


it to be hoped that they would not lend theit aid; and thau- 


ſands upon thouſands joining in the cauſe, become quite irre · 
nger would there not be af aur 


fiftiblo! How much leſs | 
poſſeſſions there, if the hundred and fifty: thouſand wretched 


Afticans, which have been imported within the laſt four years, 


had not been added to the body of thoſe the moſt dang 
What was it then, leſs than infatua- 


of all the negroes. 
tion of the moſt extravagant kind to continue the trade under 


cruus 


fuch menacing circumftances. If gentlemen felt no impulſe from 
the principles of juſtice and common humanity, they ſhould 
at leaft hearken to the dictates of policy and common ſenſe, 


and give to ſelf intereſt what they might be diſpoſed to 
the calls of compaſſion, juſtice and virtue. 
Mr. Wilberforc dec 


ed, that, ii he had not 
too much experience of it, he could not believe that there was 


rebuſe to 
already had 


any one who could teſiſt the conviction which muſt neceſſarily 
ariſe in every unbiaſſed mind upon the ſubject. Thoſe, 


who argued that there were not negroes 


enough in the iſlands 


to make up a ſufficient ſtock, would ſurely be from this mo- 
ment deprived of that argument, ſince many more had been 
introduced ſubſequent to that argument being urged,” than the 


number thoſe gentlemen had ſpecified. Formerly, it was an ur- 


gument of objection that the number of ſlaves in the Weſt Indies 
was not immenſe enough to execute any powerful act of rebel- 


hon, but when we recollect that ſince thoſe arguments were uſed, 


there has been a continual influx, à progreſſive 
tion; that argument of ſafety is weakened and diminiſhied. 
Another argument alſo was, that by enfranchiſing the ſlaves, 


we ſhould let them looſe upon ſociety, and by thoſe means 
excite- anarchy and confufton. 


ta- 


He moſt earneſtly enjoined 


the Houſe, however, not to ſuffer ſueh an argument to pre- 


vail a moment; nor to let our enemies aſſert that we ſuppreſs 


ſiberty, in every ſhape, while we pretend to cheriſh it, but 
to ſhew an admiring and applauding world, that we do really 


ſuccour liberty, while we reprefs licentiouſneſs. 
ſaid, that we not only refuſe liberty 


it be 


"Elſe may 
to one deſoription of 


perſons, but to all. Elſe may it be faid, for he would ſpeak 
plainly on this ſubject, becauſe he felt it, that in this free and 


y the Houſe of Commons. 


ous nation, a ſyſtem of wickedneſs 


and eruelty is ſu 
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Mx. Wilberforce ſaid there was another conſideration which 


he felt ſtrongly : and in ſtating this, he had to addrefs himfelf 
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to a particular claſs, namely, thoſe who agreed with him in 
reſiſting the anarehy and pernicious ſpirit of innovation which 
a neighbouring country not only gtoaned beneath, but endea- 
voured to transfuſe into the various political bodies and conſti- 
tutions of Europe. Thoſe, in the moſt pathetic and intereſt- 
ing manner, he conjured and implored to give their hearts and 
underſtanding full ſcope of action; while they ſet themſelves 
to repreſs the hoſtile attacks of an hoſtile, enfrenzied, ſangui- 
nary tribe upon human happineſs, to join him in vindicating 
the injured rights of human nature: and while they united in 
repreſſing licentiouſneſs, to demonſtrate that they reſpected 
the divine and immutable laws of truth and juſtice, by main- 
taining the cauſe of rational liberty: to this claſs of gentle- 
men earneſtiy appealed : - becauſe, / if any were more par- 
ticularly called upon than others to concur with him, it was 
thoſe. It was not however any ſingle claſs of men, but 
all who were men, Whoſe duty it was to ſtretch forth the 
hand of relief to their fellow-creatures, proſtrated beneath the 
feet of opprefſion, and ſmarting- from the ſcourge of ſelf-in- 
tereſted improbity, and thereby maintain the honour of that 
Houſe, retrieve the character of the nation, and ſtore up 
an inexhauſtible unperiſhable treaſure in their own boſoms. 
But if there were any, who, rendered inſenſible by habit to 
the demands of humanity, could look with indifference on 
ſuch a traffic, let them - aſk themſelves, if they never before 
had heard of it, and were told that a ſyſtem ſo execrated as 
that had been by the Houſe, and by the loud voice of the na- 
tion; a ſyſtem fo repugnant to every human feeling, and ſo 
— to every divine law, had been encouraged by 
the Houſe of Commons, what opinion muſt they form of that 
Houſe ? Shall it be faid, that thoſe who ſpread confuſion through 
Europe, ſhall be merciful alone, in that point where we are 
deficient? Shall it be ſaid, that they pour, balm into the 
wounds of the Africans, whom we ſcourge and tor- 
ment? He was convinced, that neither policy nor intereſt 
juſtified any ſuch meaſure, if any ſuch meaſure was juſtifiable; 
and ſure he was, there was no man bold enough to advance, 
that ſany intereſt was a ſufficient apology for the continuance 
of ſuch a ſyſtem of barbarity and wickednefs. If ſome future 
hiſtorian, deſcribing the politics of thoſe hereafter (when the 
motives which influence our actions whether good or bad, 
ſhall be loſt in length of time, and be buried with us in our 
graves,) ſhould ſay, that in France, there aroſe a fer of men, 
who diſclaiming all laws human and divine, ſacriſiced every 
thing to get power, and, having got, to retain it, trampled 
Vol. I. 1796, M upon 
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upon the rights of mankind, ſtruck a deadly blow at that 
firſt ſource of human conſolation: religion, and carried deſola- 
tion wherever they ſet their foot: the cenſure af that hiſto- 
rian muſt be ſevere indeed. But if he ſhould add, that ano- 
ther neighbouring nation, proſeſſing zeal in the cauſe of re- 
ligion, boaſting of its laws, its conſtitution, and its ſceedom, 
had, for a petty thing of intereſt, or rather for ruin, bearing 
the ſpecious form of intereſt,, violated the firſt and moſt pre- 
cious rights of mankind, and continued in the open and le- 
galized exerciſe of ſyſtematic eruelty and wiekedneſs, what 
concluſion could he draw, but that their religion was only 
an hypocritical veil to their vices, and their boaſted liberty 
neither more nor leſs than the excluſive power of: aſlicting 
and oppteſſing their fellow-cratures. ; Pure religion, and ge- 
nuine morality, he muſt neceſſarily ſay, were ſtrangers to 
their hearts. WM | 
After having preſſed theſe various tapics,on the Houſe, with 
a force of reaſoning not to be encountered, he exhorted them, 
in the molt pathetic language, to conſider what an important 
ueſtion they had to decide upon; and to reflect, that upon 
5 aſſent or diſſent, the fate, nay, the exiſtence of millions 
of their ſellow- creatures depended. He implored them, there - 
fore, not to reſiſt obvious and juſt claims by vague declarations; 
but if they ſaw any harm in the meaſure, to ſtate it ſpecifical 
ly, and ſay what it was. And, finally, as they had themſelves, 
upon the moſt full examination and diſcuſſion, pronounced a 
juſt and equitable ſentence, he called upon them to give it 
effect, and carry it into immedrate; execution. To which end 
he moved, “ That leave be given to bring in a bill for: the 
abolition af the ſlave trade, in a time to be limited for that 
purpoſe; and that a committee be appointed to consider the 
ſaid motion.“ . wilt bg 
General Tarleton ſaid, though he always admired the elo- 
quence of the honourable gentleman, and though he gave him 
every credit for his intentions, yet when he conſidered the 
critical ſituation, of the West India Iſlands, he could neither 
ſubfcribe to his doctrines, nor agree to his motion. Ihe 
Liverpool traders, he affirmed, falſered more than any others 
by the war, as the African coaſt had been twept by the enemy's 
force, For the truth of this aſlertion, he appealed to minii- 
ters; and thought it therefore rather ſevere, that their pro- 
perty ſhould be marked for deſtruction, by the adoption ot the 
preſent motion. | FRY 
There were two propoſitions in his mind infurmountable— 
the inexpediency of the meaſure, and the ume foricarrying it 
1 0 f a into 
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into execution. In the year 1793, the Houſe was decided! 
in favour of gradual abolition ; and while this country w 
in peace, they all along entertained this invariable idea; when 
the war broke out, the conſequences” that were owing to it 
induced them to be of the ſame opinion. If then we conſi- 
dered the different complexions of the times; if we compared 
the preſent with the paſt, it muſt, he conceived, be confeſſed, 
that no time could be more unfit for coming to a refolution 
of total and immediate abolition than the preſent. The hon- 
ourable gentleman had looked at the Weſt India iſlands, and 
concluded that the circumſtances exiſting there juſtified ſuch 
a meaſure, He was of a very different opinion. The pro- 
greſs uf the French manners there would ſhew, that it was 
neceſſary to oppoſe them, to ſave our poſſeſſions in that coun- 
try. Lately the planters had embodied five or fix regiments 
of flaves in the ſervice of his Majeſty, in the idea that black 
men were better calculated for the climate; and we ought 
rather to endeavour to increaſe the population, ſince it added 
to our defence, than depreſs it by ſtopping the importation of 
negroes in the Weſt India iſlands, at ſuch a ſeaſon of calamity. 
The diſcuſſiun introduced by the honourable gentleman might 
have ſuch effect on the ſlaves in the militia, and on the other 
flaves in general, that they would turn againſt their maſters, 
and purſue the practices inculcated by Jacobin principles, and 
the doctrine of the Rights of Man. With regard to the com- 
merce itſelf in Africa, there was leſs cruelty in it than perhaps 
gentlemen gave themſelves time to conſider. It engaged the 
attention of the petty princes, and prevented their turning 
it to mutual wars and maſſacres. He wauld not trouble the 
Houſe with any obſervations on the meliorared treatment of 
the ſlaves in the middle paſſage, as all the advantages fur- 
niſhed them on board were well known both in that Houſe 
and out of it; as he was convinced of the impoliey of fuch 
a meaſure, he ſhould deem it his duty to conclude by giving 
his negative to the motion, and moving the order of the day. 
The queſtion being put, 1018 ſt 
Sir Milliam Young began with obſerving, that the honour- 
able gentleman who brought forward the motion had called 
upon every gentleman, Who roſe to oppoſe him, to come for- 
ward, in a fair and manly way, with argument which he pro- 
poſed to do; although > proteſſed he had not much ability to 
anſwer, With regard to the various times the queſtion was 
agitated, the Houſe were decidedly againſt any fuch meaſure. 
He remembered it was fo in the year 1792; and two years 
after, he well remembered, that after giving the ſubject all the 
M 2 attention 
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attention poſſible on one night, there was an adjourned debate, 

and the majority of the Houſe negatived the motion. In tte 
year 1792 he went to the Welt Indies, to inveſtigate the con- 
duct of the planters to the ſlaves. He found the treatment of 
the planters was highly benevolent and proper. He came 
home with this impreſſion on his mind, an impreſſion made 
by obſervation and experience; and he was aware that no 
change took place to render the condition of the flaves worſe. 
He had brought a body of evidence to eſtabliſh the benevo- 
lence of the planters; and if the right honourable gentleman 
did juſtice to their character, that u as not a partial conſidera- 
tion. The Houſe of Commons were judges of their duty, as 
well as their intereſt, and in neither caſe could they come to 
the object of the motion. The: Houſe, he was well aware, 
had been much taken by ſurprize in this bufineſs. He was, 
however, able to ſhew, by a letter he had in his hand, the ſo- 
licitations and undue influence that had been made, to make a 
bad impreſſion on the minds of gentlemen. It was well 
known there were places called, rotten boroughs, where one 
perſonage or family ſent, by their ſole patronage, members to 
that Houſe : it was alſo known, that there were other corpo- 
rations, where only about- twelve perſons had all the political 
intereſt. It had been the cuſtom to ſend a circular letter (a 
copy of which he then held in his hand) to the patrons of bo- 
roughs, to try to prejudice their minds, againſt the ſlave trade; 
and to corporations, where a few electors: returned members, 
to gain over the majority, to inſtruct their members to vote 
for its abolition. To counties and places where election was 
more general, and in the hands of many, this circular letter 
was ſent, to leading characters, to influence the multitude, and 
induce them to petition againſt the trade. ¶ Here Sir William 
Voung read the letter ſigned T. Clarkſon, which was dated 
the fourteenth of February, 1796, after Mr. Wilberforce had 
given notice of the motion then before the Houſe.] Such 
were the ſteps taken by the committees for the abolition of the 
ſlave trade, to make the members of that Houſe act inconſiſt- 
ently with their duty and conſcience, What he offered to the 
conſideration of the Houſe, Sir William declared, was not 
ſimply his own opinion, or what he collected from perſonal 
experience. He was confirmed in it by the authority of. an 
intelligent writer, Mr. Bryan Edwards, the hiſtorian of the 
Wieſt Indies, who declared to him, that he conſidered the dif- 
turbances in St. Domingo as originating in the committees 
here, whoſe: proceedings. had the appearance of taking the 
part of the ſlaves againſt their maſters. Nothing, he * Tor 
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ſuaded, could tend more to render the negroes on the plantations 
diſcontented, than an aſſurance that their labours were not to 
be alleviated by the arrival of additional aſſiſtance. He gave 
Mr. Wilberforce every credit for his humanity and integrity, 
but, in the preſent inſtance, he conceived he was led away by 
modern theoriſts and canting hypocrites in religion. Ren 
la the preſent day, there was a ſyſtem of morality and looſe 
ethics, unknown in the worſt of times, diffuſed. In the worſt 
days of the Jeſuits, it never was adopted, as a moral obligation, 
to purſue good ends by bad means. Such, however, was the 
theory ſet afloat in theſe times, to the injury of property and 
morality. He appealed to the honourable gentleman himſelf, 
whether he thought this a proper period for carrying ſuch a 
meaſure, - It was, he was convinced, the very reverſe; The 
attachment of the ſlaves, in the ifland of St. Vincent's, was 
ſuch to their maſters, that notwithſtanding all the power of 
Victor Hughes, on the 27th of November, when the laſt 
diſpatches came away, we had not loſt one inch of territory 

there. | | 
There were in the iſland 1200 flaves, headed and officered 
by our own countrymen and relations, fighting for us without 
pay, and only furnithed with clothing and arms, fixty of which, 
Sir William faid, belonged to him. Their loyalty and at- 
tachment was ſuch as to entitle them to emancipation, if they 
wiſhed it; but if they were emancipated, they muſt leave their 
cottages, and their maſters, when no farther ſupply of ſlaves 
would be imported from Africa. He had, he faid, lately re- 
ceived a letter from a clergyman, (the Rev. Mr. Gildon), 
whom he ſent out, and who had ſettled there, which ſtated, 
that in a late attack of the Charibs, (the battle of Glouceſter- 
Hill), the Whites fled ; but the negroes declared, they would 
ſooner be cut to pieces than abandon their maſters; and they 
had collected among them 200 joes, equal to 400l. and gave 
it to the Charibs, to fave their maſters works. But after 
Victor Hughes received it, he deſtroyed the plantations, and 
lopped off the limbs of the ſlaves for not joining him. 
The attachment of flaves to their maſters was well known 
to be conſiderable; and before the honourable gentleman had 
made his motion for aboliſhing the ſlave trade, he ought to 
have read an hiſtory lately publiſhed, of the ſtate of the trade 
on the coaſt of Africa. In that book he would read, that the 
natives eſcaped the wars and cruelty of their petty princes, by 
being ſold to the Weſt India planter ;' as it was ſtated, the 
Ning of Dahomey, who fold his priſoners to the Europeans, 
it he could not diſpofe of them, had declared his reſolution to 
put 
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put them to death, He had avoided arguing: the ſubject in a 
great political view, but had merely conſidered it on the ſcore 
of humanity ; and in neither the Weſt India iſlands, nor on 
the coaſts of Africa, would the ſituation of the ſlave be bet- 
tered; on the contrary, the planter would be ruined in his pro- 
perty, and this country much injured in its commerce. Iheſe 
circumſtances, with a variety of others which Sir William 
mentioned, had, he faid, induced him to give his decided ne- 
gative to the motion. | | — 

Mr. Buxton begged leave to trouble the Houſe with a few 
words. An honourable gentleman oppoſite (Gen. Tarleton) 
had objected to the motion, on account of the unſitneſs of the 
time; he differed from him fo far as to think, that this was 


not only che time for abolition to take place, but that it 


would have been better, if it had taken place ſome time ago. 
His idea was, that by the freſh ſupply of ſlaves we had thrown 
into the Welt India iflands, we had blown. them up, and if 
once an opinion were to be received there, that we did not 
mean to give them a ſpeedy emancipation, he feared the 
whole of dur Colonies would be loſt for ever. He had never 
heard of Mr. Clarkſon's letter before, nevertheleſs, he 
thought that Mr, Clarkfon had acted like an honeſt man, and 
it was the part of the conſtituents fuſt to apply to the mem» 
bers, and inſtruct them in their proceedings, and then it- was 
the part of the repreſentatives to exerciſe their own judgment 
and act upon it. The conduct of the Committees appeared to 


him, to have been perfectly conſiſtent and conſtitutional ; he 


hoped conſtituents would always continue to inſtruct their 
repreſentatives. For his on part, he had uniformly been de- 
cided upon the abolition, and could he, as an Engliſhman, 
do otherwiſe? Poſſeſſing liberty and the Rights of — for 
every man has his righis till he has been baſe or unfortunate 
enough to loſe them, he wiſhed to ſee others enjoy the ſame 
bleſſings, and on that principle ſupported the motion. 
Mr. Caurtenay ſaid, the honourable baronet had very i 

niouſly and ably. ſtated. the reſolution of the king of Dabomey, 


inſtead of ſelling his flaves, if he had not a market for them, 


to put them to death; and all this he did with as much pre- 


ciſion and confidence, as if he had been the king of ;Daho- 


mey's prime miniſter. On a former occaſion, an honourable 
gentleman who at preſent. preſides at the India Houſe (Sir 


Stephen“ uſhington), ſpoke, of the ſame king of Dahomey, 
and informed the Committee, that he frequently cut off the 


heads of a great number of his people as a ſacrifice to his an- 
celtors, and that this cutting off his ſubjects heads made no re- 


volt 
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volt; no revolt-whatever 3 but on the contrary, bis 
remained more attached to him, looked on him as the father 
of his people, and ſtrove who firſt ſhould have their heads cut 
off as a token of teipect to his anceſtors And furthermore, 
it appeared, that there were ſome repubhean Rates in the 
neighbourhosd of this humane king of Dahomey, where the 
people's heads were not cut off, and the loyal fubjeRs of this 
gracious king, held them in utter deteſtation and 
becauſe they had no glorious and heroic princes like theits. 
This anecdote the honourable gentleman who, with fo 
much humanity had brought forward the motion, muſt have 
remembered, and therefore, perhaps, it was not rightin' him 
to anteduce itt | ee 28 4:06! 
The honourable baronet to ſupport his argument, had alſo 
deſcribed the wonderful attachment of the negroes to cheir 
maſters. It appeared that theſe negtoes without pay; and 
with nothing allowed them but arms and eloathing, very ge- 
nerouſly ſubſcribed four hundred pounds; to preſerve their 
maſters property from Land Carraeks, but the Carracks be- 
haved treacheroufly like ſome of our allies, and after — 
had pocketed the money, refuſed to act as they had promi 
The honourable baronet did not mention whether the plan- 
ters reimburſed the ſame, doubtſeſs they did; there could be 
no queſtion upon that point. Such men of noted benevolence 
and humanity, certainly muſt have reimburſed them, though 
the honourable baronet, unfortunately, inhis hurry tocommiu- 
nicate all he knew, forgot to mention it. Nane 
The honourable baronet alluded to the methodiſts as the 
authors and abettors of the motion, who, acting upon abſutd 
notions like the Rights of Man, introduced doctrines injuti- 
ous, as he ſtated, to ſociety. It fo hippened, however, that 
the object of the preſent motion was founded in practical hu- 
manity, a ſyſtem of ethics, neither originating in enithufſaſmi, 
nor formed by a methodiſtical fpirit. An enthuſtaſtie and me- 
thodiſtical ſpirit generally conſiſts in wild and thebretie cant 
and praying, which nothing but breath, and requires 
little exertion, The theoretic tyſtem, therefore, is that b 
which thoſe act who oppoſe the motion, whereas the pure, 
vigilant; and univerſal fpirit of benevolence which influences 
to happineſs and good, is that which animates thoſe who 
ſupport it. The object of the | honourable gefitlerman ho 
brought forward the motion, was to releafe'a wretched herd 
of men from flavety,” to raiſe” them to ſociety,” to wi! 
ir minds, increaſe their enjoyments, and extend cheir uſe. 
nfortunately, there was à malicious narrow- minded | ſenti-* 
| ; ment 
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ment to counteract this, and this mean, inſidious, artful ſpirit- 
of gain and perſecution, has been found to reſide in men of 
high birth and ſtation, and even in ſome of the clergy, who, 
in direct diſobedience to the precepts of their miſſion, have 
laboured to traduce and pervert the ſcriptures to their ſo- 
phiſtry, and hurled forth their anathemas againſt thoſe who 
dared to controvert them. T helſe fanatics: have preſumed to 
fay, that becauſe Cain murthered his brother Abel, ſome 
five or fix thouſand years ago, the negroes are doomed to 
eternal bondage, ignominy, and degradation, and are ſtamp- 
ed with the ſeal of the Eternal's vengeance. They have been 
impiouſly bolder yet, dared to threaten future puniſhments 
againſt all who endeavour to exalt - theſe unhappy creatures 
into man, as contradictory to the degrees of the Omnipotent, 
making every benevolent and ſocial act, like the bill for na- 
turalizing the Jews, offenſive to the end of time, as repugnant 
to the immutable decrees of Providence. Another argument 
which is uſed againſt the abolition is, that the negroes will 
ſtarve, unleſs freſh ſlaves are imported to work for them, (a 
cry of Me, 0.) 1 declare, continued Mr. Courtenay, that I 
underſtood it ſo, and many other gentlemen near me did the 
ſame. The way in which it was generally underſtood was 
how are they to live unleſs others ſupply their place; or elſe, 
who will take care of their cottages and gardens? Such another 
flimſy argument was that which {tated that the Negroes were 
better uſed to the climate than Europeans, and therefore they 
ought to be imported, Unfortunate, indeed, was-it for-thele- 
miſerable beings, that becauſe they were born under the tro- 
pics, they mult be torn from their neareſt and deareſt friends 
and relations, and drudge through a liſe of ſlavery, beneath a 
torrid Zone, when, if they had chanced to ſpring to birth in a 
northern clime, they would have eſcaped it all. He ſhould 
expect ſoon to hear it argued by ſome member of the Royal 
Society, or other adept in philoſophy, that keeping the Negroes 
in ſlavery, was abſolutely neceſſary in the West Indies; inaſ- 
much as we all know that in black there is an abſorption of 
the ſun's rays, and the heat is leſs, and by parity of reaſon- 
ing, the increaſed number of blacks would abſorb the rays, and 
make the atmoſphere more mild, while the whites, if they in- 
creaſe there, would reflect the beams and ſcorch up all the fruits 
like burning-glaſſes. When people reſort to tuch wretched 
expedients, he thought the argument would be better given 
up, and he adviſed them to give up the climate and the black 
ſlaves too. One argument uſed was, that the Negroes were 
happy for four years in their purſuits, and now the ann — 
ur 


Feb, 18. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS,” 3g 


allured that it was expedient to ſupply the colonies for the 
purpoſe of recruiting the. armies, becauſe of the great morta- 
lity that prevailed among the troops. The religion, the logic, 
and the morality of the ſupporters of this diabolical traffic, 
were equally conſiſtent and praiſeworthy. He was glad, how- 
ever, that they were reduced-to ſuch expedients, becauſe they 
were calculated to make but little impreſñon, and he did not 
heſitate to pronounce that the vote of that night would decide 
the queſtion. --, | | | 

The honourable gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce) had trul 
aſked, what would hiſtorians ſay, of the deprecations of this 
country upon the enormities in France, when ſhe herſelf is 
guilty of every crime that ſhocks humanity; and he might 
have carried the compariſon farther, and made the contraſt 
{till ſtronger, for if the French in their renunciation of the 
doctrines of retribution, in their renunciation of religion and 
eternal juſtice, have liberated their flaves, what can all our 
profeſſions of religion, honour, liberty, and humanity be, but 
the noiſy cant of hypocriſy, while we ſubject ſo many fellow- 
creatures to uncontroulable caprice, to baniſhment, to ſlavery, 
and ſorrow?ꝰ We can neither have a regard for religion, hu- 
manity, nor poſterity; we muſt be inſenſible of ſhame, blind 
to the honour and intereſt of our country, and content to 
ſtigmatize ourſelves eternally, as hypocrites and reprobates.— 
Lately only were too flave ſhips intercepted by the enemy, and 
carried to Auxcayes, where the ſlaves were liberated, and they 
will ſhew their gratitude. - | 

It is impoſſible that this inhuman traffic can go on without 
the total loſs of our Weſt India iſtands. What had been ſaid 
in the courſe of the evening ?— That the condition of the 
ſlaves, both on the coaft of Africa and on beard the veſſels, 
had been meliorated. But how did that happen? Was it 
not one of the bleſſed conſequences of the regulations propoſed 
by the honourable gentleman? Yet even then it was faid, 
„What] impoſe regulations? You might as well deftroy 
the trade at once. All that, however, had been done, and 
they had nothing to complain of; and ſo it would be hereafter, 
He hoped the Houſe had heard ſuch futile and contradictory 
arguments too often, to be any longer deceived by them, and 
he furthermore hoped, that they would-not be perpetually 
founding the words morality, chriſtianity, and revealed re- 
"gion, without giving one example of the doctrines they in- 

Sir William Young explained]. 9 
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Mr. Fenkinſo ſaid, that in the preſent ſtate of our national 
concerns, he could not but deprecate a motion of this nature. 
He was apprehenſive that its tendency would be to lead the 
Negroes into an idea that the Houſe of Commons | was about 
to take up, what they ſuppoſed to be, their cauſe, in oppoſition 
ts their maſters. The effect of ſuch an opinion, when en- 
tertained by them, would be to deſtroy all ſubordination, and 
to endanger the preſent ſtate of the Weſt India iſlands. He 
was free to confeſs, that, in his opinion, the danger of agitating 
fuch a topic, was infinitely greater at the preſent, than it 
would have been in former times; in proportion as the French 
principles of equality prevailed, in the ſame ratio was the 
danger increaſed of an inſurrection among our Weſt India 
negroes. A country might be in that uneivilized ſtate; (as 
perhaps was the caſe in ſome parts of Poland and Ruſſia,) 
that but little comparative -riſk attached to the diſcuſſion of 
ſuch a ſubject; but in the Welt India iſlands, the people of 
colour in particular, from their increaſed ſources of intelli- 
gence, had it much in their power to influence the untutored 
minds of the African negroes. He therefore conſidered the 
danger of inſurrection from the ſlaves newly imported, to be 
far leſs than that which would ariſe, were an act of the Britiſh 
legiſlature to be conſidered by them as holding out an idea of 
ſupport againſt their maſters. When to this he added the 
preſent convulſed ſtate of the iſlands, ariſing from the war, 
Mr. Jenkinſon ſaid, he could not but anxiouſly;wiſh-that this 
queſtion were, at leaſt, poſtponed till the reſtoration of peace. 
dd fend it a ſpeedy and proſperous concluſion Hes de- 
clared he was not one of thoſe who were fond of a raſh; haſty; 
or violent abolition of what cuſtom had Jong eſtabliſhed, and 
which had become thereby incorporated with our habits and 
our prejudices, and as it were inherent in the whole ſyſtem of 
the commerce and juriſprudence of a country. He thought, 
that when the bleſſings of peace came, ſome meaſure might be 
adopted for the relief of the negroes, with perfect ſaſety ; till 
then, he wiſhed the ſubject under diſcuſſion to be perſectly 
buried in oblivion. Had the honourable gentleman attempted 
leſs, perhaps he might have accompliſned more; but in his 
opinion, no good cęenſequences could ariſe from the preſent 
motion, comparative with the evils it would probably pro- 
” The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that on a ſubject which 
had been ſo often and fo elaborately: debated in that Houſe, it 
was not to be expected that any arguments or obſervations 
eould be adduced Which had great novelty to My 
them 
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them. When, however, he conſidered the vaſt importance 
of the object, he could not for a moment admit that any poſſi- 
ble caſe of circumſtances, any queſtion of „ or of lo- 
cal difficulties ſhould impede the diſcuſſion. For his on part, 
he wiſhed to enforce it, becauſe he ſtill adhered to that opinion 
vhich the Houſe had already paſſed upon the ſubject; and he 
ſhould conſider himſelf as doing injuſtice to thoſe principles, 
which governed his mind and conduct, were he to wave them 
upon any inferior conſideration. It was impoſſible for thoſe 
who felt as he did to admit any argument of expediency or 
plea of exiſting citeumſtances to influence their determination 
upon the queſtion of the immediate abolition, an idea which, 
to the utmoſt of his power, he was reſolved to enforce. Bat 
while they would do injuſtice to their principles ro compro- 
mile this grand object, it was fair to allow their fulleſt force 
to the objections of thoſe who diſſent from the preſent motion 
in the utmoſt extent of its principle. The honourable gen- 
tleman who fpoke laſt, had declared himſelf averſe to a haſty 
abolition of the ſlave trade. He was aſtoniſhed at ſuch a 
declaration. After a ſtrenuous and decided oppoſition on the 
part of ſome, and after the conviction of many of the ori- 
ginal enemies of the meaſure was effected by the powerful evi- 
dence that had been adduced, the Houſe four years ago came 
to the reſolution that at the preſent time it ſhould ceaſe. The 
Houſe, upon the idea that it was improper to enforce a preci- 
pitate abolition, had allowed this interval to prepare gradually 
for àa concluſion. The deſtined period had elapſed, and dur- 
ing the courſe of it, the traffic had been cartied on to a gteater 
extent than at any former time, it was therefore propoſed to 
carry that reſolution into effect. He could nat for theſe reaſons 
diſcover how the argument of the honourable gentleman could 

under ſuch circumſtances be advanced. ie 1u0 
Tze queſtion, therefore, which was then before the Houſe, 
was, whether ir would agree to do that at laſt, which it had 
pledged- it ſelf: to the world, to perform four vears before ? 
The only argument which he felt of weight ſufficient to com- 
dar, was one, Which was rivetted by the force of prejudice. 
It was ſaid the prejudices which had been formed by habit and 
cuſtom in favour of the trade, were not to be removed, hence 
the argument of thoſe, who, though they were driven, from 
the force of conviction, to abjure the traffic of ſlavety, yet 
— were brought to acquieſce in its continuance, from the 
idea, that more practical miſchief would be done ftom its abo- 
lition, than any advantages which could accrut from ſuch a 
meaſure.” He would inſiſt on it, that ĩt was dangerous to allow- 
f 2 Pre- 
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pretexts of one ſort or another, to prolong a ſyſtem which in 
itſelf, was allowed by thoſe to whom he referred, to be inde- 
ſenſible, Pretexts would thus never be wanting, to -prolong 
from time to time, a ſyſtem which merited immediate con- 
demnation, Thus at one time, excuſes. were drawn from its 
being a time of peace, and at the preſent from its being a time 
of war. So far from feeling ſuch objections, he for one con- 
curred with thoſe who thought that the danger to which our 
Weſt India iſlands ſtood expoſed, was an additional reaſon for 
wiſhing that the abolition of this trade ſhould be delayed no 
longer. It had been infinuated in the courſe. of the debate, 
that the human mind was moſt prone to admit thoſe principles 
which were moſt hoſtile to human happineſs; ſuch a mind muſt 
either be depraved through depreſſion, or ſo rude and deſtitute 
of feeling, as to become almoſt as inſenſible to oppreflion as the 
brute creation. Could any argument be deduced from a mind 
ſo depreſſed in the ſcale of the creation as this? 

Granting the whole force of the honourable gentleman's ar- 
gument, that the newly imported negroes were molt ſecure 
againſt the influence of jacobinical principles, ſtill it muſt be 
admitted that they were more fortihed againſt the poiſon of 
their doctrines, or leſs open to the attempts of others to enliſt 
them as auxiliaries in riots and inſurrections. If, chen, there 
were any danger from the uninformed mind of the newly im- 
ported negro being operated upon by the. perverted minds of 
the negroes of another deſcription, it was evident that one and 
the other of theſe dangers were united, ſo long as the ſyſtem of 
flavery was continued. It had been argued, however, that 
the danger ariſing from the negroes, who have been long in 
the iſlands, would be much increaſed. were the future impor- 
tation from Aſrica to be ſtopped. But this was an opibion 
founded upon the argument, that the Houſe's adopting the de- 


_ Ciſton propoſed that evening, would be conſidered by the ne- 


groes as taking a part with them againſt their maſters, and 
holding out to them encouragement to inſurrection. What 
was that, but to confound the two diſtinct ideas of aboliſhing 
the continuance of the ſlave trade from the African coaſt, with 
the emancipation of thoſe negroes at preſent in the Weſt Indies. 
Prudence and humanity ditected that the one ſhould precede 
the other. By too haſty an emancipation degraded and 
wretched as they now are, we ſhould confer upon the ſlaves in 
our ſettlements the name without the ſubſtance of liberty. To 
ſtop the progreſs of this abominable trade, the legiſlature of the 
country could not be. afraid of precipitation; but to make-the 
negroes abſolutely free, was a work of caution and — 
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and would require à conſiderable degree of previous prepa- 
ration, R | 
+ The object of the preſent motion only furniſhed the means 
of —— the relation between the preſent ſlaves and the 
planters, and by amending their lot, aimed at giving them 
reaſon to be ſatisfied with their ſituation. He had heard of the 
humanity of the planters, and what was the concluſion which 
this obſervation authorifed? Could it he doubted either by 
the honourable gentleman or the honourable baronet, that 
the planter rolllelled more the confidence and the attachment of 
the flaves born upon his eſtate, than of thoſe who, torn from 
every tender relation, became the reluctant victims of flavery. 
To thoſe whom he has been accuſtomed to conſider as the 
objects of his peculiar regard and ſuperintendance, the planter 
muſt at once diſplay greater humanity, and repoſe greater con- 
fidence in their fidelity and ſervices. By endeavouring to put 
a {top to a trade which interfered with thoſe principles by which 
the planter and the flave were placed in the moſt agreeable re- 
lations, which confounded thoſe propenſities, and d'fappointed 
the operation of thoſe advantages which would reſult from 
them, a very important object would be gained. It was faid, 
that the negroes were deſirous of new importations of flaves, 
that theſe might enjoy the happineſs which their ſituation be- 
ſtowed. On the other hand, the Negroes were deſcribed as 
delighted with the proſpect of emancipation, and diſatisfied 
wich the hardſhips to which they were expoſed. Both theſe 
accounts, it was evident, could not be true; and, in fact, 
neither of them had any foundation. By giving effect to their 
former reſolution, the Houſe would furniſh new means to 
ſtrengthen the attachment of flaves to their maſters, and to 
promote that humanity which the latter ſhould be diſpoſed to 
extend,” So long, however, as the importation of new Africans 
was permitted, new ſeeds of diſcord would be perpetually 
ſown, and confidence, 4ecurity, and the intereſt of the plan- 
ters would be proportionally leſſened. The honourable gen- 
tleman, has argued that the negroes would conſider the preſent 
motion as taking their cauſe againſt their maſters; but this 
faid the Chancellor of the Exchequer, is fo far from being the 
fact, that it would be giving to the maſter freſh means to at- 
tach the negroes to. his ſervice. Nor is this argument con- 
ſiſtent with that other which he has advanced, that thoſ now 
in ſlavery rejoice at the freſh importations of their countrymen 
from Africa, and would repine at their ceafing. Both theſe 
arguments cannot hold together. But though ſome one might 
unſinuate to them, that becauſe future importations had cezted, 
their 


„„ WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Commons, 
their burdens would be increaſed, and they would Tofe thoſe 
comforts they enjoyed, they would undoubtedly find them- 
ſelves, by this meaſure, exalted in the rank of human beings, 
and feel an attachment to this country, as a retribution of gra- 
titude for the concern manifeſted towards the improvement of 
their condition. Such were his ideas on this important ſub- 
ject, ſo nearly connected with the charactef of the nation and 

1 the cauſe of mankind, Such were his reaſons for decidedly 
14 and diſtinctly ſupporting the motion of his honourable friend. 
14 S1 Richard Hill ſaid, he perfectiy remembered that when 


9 3; ; 1 _ 2 1 . \ » p 
1491 a ſimilar motion was firſt brought forward, a right honourable 
| | J that it was a conteft between 


Hi entleman (Mr. Fox) obſerve 
| ; umanity on the one hand and ſelf-intereſt on the other. Sir 
Richard was then nearly of the ſame opinion ;- but he was 
now convinced, from the beſt information, that humanity and 
ſelf-intereſt were at ſuch perfect harmony, that he had juſt 
before told ſome reſpectable friends of his among the planters, 
| that he was going down to the Houſe to give them à vote for 
1 the abolition of the ſlave trade, and he was certain that a very 
ſhort period would convince them that principles of mer 
love, and gratitude would operate to produce obedierice infi- 
nitely more than flavery, force, and compulſion, - There was 
not a ſingle flave in all Pennſylvania; yet there we neither 
heard of murmurs nor inſurrections. It was eafy to throw 
out bugbear names againſt perſons who reſpected religion, 
but it was paying a high compliment indeed to methodiſm 
and enthuſiaſm, to ſuppoſe none were friends to humanity but 
methodiſts and enthuſiaſts. He never heard that the right 
honourable gentleman oppoſite to him (Mr. Fox) was looked 
on as a methodiſt, yet he believed him to be a man of Teal 
philanthropy, generoſity, and liberality of ſentiment.” As to 
the time of bringing forward this motion, there could be no 
time * to do what was right, and to aboliſh what was 
| wrong. He only lamented that a traffic fo contrary to the 
1 laws of common humanity, of nature, and of God, ſhould ſo 
i long have diſgraced this country. He hoped, however, it 
4 was now going to be put a ſtop to, and ſhould give his moſt 
|| hearty aſſent to his hon. friend's motion. ene 
| Mr. Dent ſtrongly pointed out the evils that would moſt 
robably ariſe from the motion. The injury was already confi- 
derable, and ſprung in a great meaſure from the ſpeeches in that 
Houſe, which, holding out a falſe and ſpecious liberty, Had 
tended to render the condition of negroes, (comfortable as it 
was in itſelf in a great degree) anxious and unhappy. The 
motion would, if carried, put into the hands of the enemy in 
925 that 
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that quarter. à powerful engine againſt this country. The 
French had Sal our them {RG the treatment they had 
received from their new maſters was, either to accept ſixpence 
2 day, or the alternative of death. This was the regulation 
of their chief, Victor Hugues. The liberty which would 
ariſe to them. from ſuch regulations would be to plunder and 
fire the plantations, as no other reſources of exiſtence were 
left to them, when rendered free and independent of their maſ- 
ters. He conſidered the annual regulating bill as a deciſion 
of the Houſe rather againſt the abolition; but whilſt humanity 
was ſo much talked of, he wiſhed juſtice might not be over- 
looked, for it was then only that they could obtain credit 
whilſt theſe went hand in hand. He allo argued againft the 
motion, upon the ground of political intereſt ; the Weſt In- 
dies produced at preſent a great revenue to this country; by 
the meaſures. propoſed the Houſe was going to deprive the 
planters there of the means of paying that revenue. He de- 
lieved that the merchants of Liverpool and Briſtol would be 
"of happy if the Houſe put ſuch regulations in force as would 
meliorate the condition of the trade without injuring the iſlands; 
and, could ſuch regulations be properly enforced, the comfort 
of the ſlave, and the intereſt of the planter, would be equally 
promoted. .. Thoſe regulations, which had been already made, 
tended to make the middle paſſage thoroughly comfortable; 
and had any complaints been made, it a, hp the regu- 
lations: ordered. had not been enforced. To reduce the idea of 
giving the Negroes: their freedom to practice, without the 
means of procuring a livelihood, would only be giving them 
up to a ſpirit ot plunder, | SA © 162; 65h 
Mr. William Smith ſaid, that upon a ſubje& fo frequently 
agitated, and after the able ſpeeches which had been made, he 
would not treſpaſs upon the patience of the Houſe. He would, 
however, make a few obſervations upon what had fallen from 
an honourable baronet, and an honourable gentleman oppoſite 
to him, and expreſs his ſtedfaſt and unalterable abhorrence of 
the traffic, and his ſupport of its immediate abolition, in which 
our character as a nation was deeply intereſted. [be ho- 
nourable batonet had repeated the trite aſſertiou ſo oſten con- 
futed, by confounding the abolition of the trade, and the eman- 
cipation of the ſlaves. en = 
He conſidered the arguments of the horigurable gentleman 
who ſpoke laſt, as a trite repetition of argizments refuted over 
and over again. He had aflerted, that the merchants of Li- 
verpool, &c. had no other wiſh than to prevent the flaves from 
being, il uſed; whereas, be. could not avoid remarking, 99 — 
WIT 4 n, 
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they had not ſuggeſted a ſingle regulation, in any one of the 
former ſtages of the buſineſs, to render that middle paſſage 
more comfortable; fo far from it, they had oppoſed every ſtep 
taken, totrs viribus, and ſtrove to the utmoſt, per /as aut 2 75 
to hinder the meafure then purſued. The middle paſlage 
might ſtrike as peculiarly ſevere, but the horrors of the ſubſe- 
quent ſituation ſhould not therefore be overlooked. When the 
triends of the abolition had diſcloſed the ſecrets of their priſon - 
houſe, no leſs than eight years ago, and when the ſubject had 
undergone ſuch diſcuſſion, ſurely noepithets could be leſs pro- 
perly applied than raſh, haſty, and ſudden. After ſuffering the 
matter to linger ſo many years, after an expreſs reſolution, he 
was unable to reſtrain his ſurprize and indignation at ſuch an 
accuſation. The honourable baronet had faid, upon the au- 
thority of a moſt reſpectable gentleman (Mr. Bryan Edwards), 
that the committees in London had been the authors of the 
miſchiefs in St. Domingo. For his own part, he thought that 
theſe committees had been of great advantage in informing the 
minds of the people, and in raiſing their abhorrence of the 
inhuman trafic. A letter had been produced by the honour- 
able baronet, the reading of which was prefaced with obſer- 
vations which he could not reconcile with the contents he had 
heard. He had waited, in the greateſt attention, paragraph 
after paragraph, for the exceptionable matter, expecting it 
would burſt out like the intrigues of the London Committee 
in the exploſions of St. Domingo; but he could diſcover no- 
thing deſerving of cenſure ; and he had been induced to believe 
tnat the honourable baronet had read it by miſtake, it ſo little 
correfponded with the character he gave it. As to the affairs 
of St. Domingo, he had been at conſiderable pains to aſcertain 
the truth, and he would challenge Mr. Bryan Edwards to prove, 
that the evils which prevailed in that iſland were any more 
connected with the committees than with Lord Macartney's 
embaſſy to China. He had heard deſcants on the joy of the 
negroes in the Weſt Indies on the freſh importation of ſlaves 
from Africa, as if it aroſe from the idea, that their newly im- 
ported brethren were come to partake of the ſame comforts 
that they did! What theſe comforts were, and what their 
ſituation was already, appeared from many accounts. A true 
caufe for this joy might be aſcribed to the nature of ſociety, 
which fecks for partners in ſorrow, and which oſten tends to 
alleviate the grief which is endured. He declared, he wiſhed 


te ſay nothing to the prejudice of the planters ; at the ſame 


rime, he could not belp fearing, that before this object was 


brought forward, whatever might be the character of indi- 
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viduals, the, ſituation vf thoſe under their power was not fo 
happy as it was no-. The puſſeſſion of arbitrary power tend - 
ed to corrupt the hutnan find; and therefore, were any num- 
ber of Eogliſh gendemed poſſeſſed of 2 they 
would (allowing for difference of diſpoſition) act in die fame 
manner. Mr. Smith added, that tha honourable baronet claim- 
ed too much of gentlemen. on the other fide of the Houſe, ii 
he expected them to allow to perfons under prejudices the ex- 
clufive right of detetmining upon general principles of pali« 
ties; hor would he ever, admit. that the Britiſh Parkament 
ſhould give up that right they poſſeſs, of aboliſhing a trade 
which they; bold to be-ityorious to the intereſts of humanity, 
and morality. He hoped this claim would never be giveaup, 
andithat;.the decifion of this evening would ſufficiently prove 
that the:Houſe of Commons aflerted llt. 
Mr. Serj rant Adair faid, that av he had never yet delivered 
nis ſentiments, on the ſubject, he oould not content himſelf 
with giving à ſilept vbte upon the preſent occaſion, though; he 
found it unneceſſary to ſay much in ſupport of that ſude of the 
ueſtion which he Rach always, and meant that night to eſpbuſe. 
He would not, therefore; detain the Houſe long. There were. 
a few. principles which appeared to his mind ſufficiently potent 
and concluſive to rendet all detail unneceſſary and impertinent. 
Before he mentioned tlie ſe, however, he felt himſelf called upon 
to return his thanks to the honourable gentleman who Was 
the author of the preſent motion, for his zealous exertions in 
2 cauſe which involved <the deareſt intereſts of mankind, ard 
in ſupporting which he ſhould be ſatisfied to follow» him. at an 
humble diſtance. He was much ſurpriſed; on that as well as 
on former occaſions, to ſee ſo much of the time of the Houſe 
conſumed. in debating upon the policy and expediency of whats. 
on all hands, was deemed to be a matter of right. In matters 
f doubtful right, or eyen in caſes of gratuitous benevolence, 
it was certainly ptoper ta diſcuſs the policy of the meaſure tobe 
adopted, But in cafes where the right was indubirable;; and 
juſtice loudly called for a deciſion, all 'the-ſuggeſtiods vf po» 
licy ſhould be forever ſet apart. In highway robberiss, the 
neceſſities of the robber were nat to be ſuſtained as ag apo- 
logy for the crime: neithet in the ave trade was tlie interest 
of the merchant to be ſuſtained as an argument for perſavering 
in the. traffic. begged that the Houſe would attend to the 
queſtion upon which they were deliberating; it was no Jeſs. 
than « Whether it was politic and expedient to deliver a whole 
nation, and their PIER into ſlavery, with whom we arg 
not at war.” He appealed to the general feeling of the Houle 
Vor, III. 1796. © if 
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if any motives of enpediency, lowrver r powerful, if any ar- 
1 intereſt, however concluſive, ought” to influence 
ir deciſion upon ſuch a point. Though it were proved 
te moſt ineltagle arguments to be for the intereſt of the 
Weſt India Planters, chat the trade mould be continde#,: he 
would not give up the queſtion of juſtice; "He had the ſatis- 
faction of learning, however, that perſons could be found vo- 
luntarily to perform the taſk aſſigned to the negroes infinitely 
more fo the advantage of the planters./ But even though th 
were not the caſe, a Britiſh Houſe of Conimons cer- 
tainly neuer defitate à moment 1 42 the claims of 
juſtice to mere conſiderations: of policy. They had heard a 
great deal about the comparative comforts of the middle vo- 
age. To talk, however, of the comfbrts of the middle paſ- 
ſage, a voyage by which thouſands of the human rate, together 
with: their poſterity, were to be conſigned. to perpetual ſlau 
Was a language with which he was proud to ſay, he was” 
terly unacquainted. He was happy in believing that the abo- 
ktion of this nefariqus trade w not operate to injure the 
Weſt India planters. He did not, however) give this Vote 
upon any ſuch ground: firſt, the meaſure? would” not 
injure; the Weſt: India iſlands; but more I Own 
Cauſe be had no right to decide otherwiſe. ' The learned: 
gerjeant concluded: with obſerving, that to thoſe who be- 
lieve in a ſupetintending Providence the exiſtence; of this 
traffic is alone ſufncient to account for all the calamities with 
wbich Europe bas deen viſited. The uſe which Europeans 
had made of their ſuperior knowledge; to reduce to the moſt 
 veretched ſlavery ſo many of their innocent fellow-creatures, 
miglit be the reaſon for which. the deſtroying: angel had been 
appointed.to. puniſh. Their conduftin this feſpect was enough 
to tarniſh the honours which the inhabitants of Europe had 
_gainet by their ſcience and their arts, and that knowled; 
N was employed to the deſtruction of ſo many of t 
kreatures of that Supreme Being, by whom, the means of ac- 
quiring it was beſthrr tl. 
Ar. Secretary Dundas ſuid, he had no difficulty in con- 
keſſing himſelf. completely adverſe to the motion which had 
that e 1 rg In the courſe of the laſt ur 
Fears he had: been confirmed in every principle which he had 
N in every expedient which, be had beld forth at 
. the commencement of that period. With, thoſe who argued 
on the general principle of the ſlave trade, as inexpedient, Im- 
politick and incompatible wich the juſtice of the 75 con- 
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cauſe he thought; were it ugree$'t9 ae Neige it would 
endariget the peace of the country.” What was the meaſlire, 
he aſked; "which was propoſed? His honourable friend diſ- 
claimed all idea of emancipation; and complafned with its 
being always cohfounded With the abolitton' of the African 
Nave trade by the adverſuries of the latter; and that When 
the queſtion of policy was clear” and the queſtion of right 
doubtful,” the learned Serjeant was not aware, that by holding 
it out as a right, his argument, if carried to its full extent, 
would go to riſque the emaneipatien of every ſlave in the Weſt 
Indies, which in juſtice they might clafm. Suppoſing it, 
however, only to amount to a ptohibition of the trade with 
Africa, he contended, that ſuch a reſolution, were it paſſed 
into a law, in the preſent diſtracted tate of the colonies, 
would throw them entirely into the power of the enemy. In 
{ſupport of that propoſition,” be begged that the Houſe would 
only attend to the nature of the war in the Weſt Indies, and 
melt preſent diſtracted ſtate. On the part of this country, it 
was not a war ſor riches” or local aggrandizement, but a war 
for ſecurity. On the part of the enemy, it was a war, not 
for conqueſt with a view to enrich themſelves, but à war of 
devaſtation, in order to impoveriſh this country,” and thus to 
obtain, not à ditect but an indirect ſuperiority over their ene 
mies. The way in which they have carried it on in order to 
attain this object, had been by attempts to ſtir up the ſlaves 
to inſurtection againſt their maſters; and the engine which 
they had uſed in this warfare, was declaring liberty to the ne- 
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9 groes; while at the ſame time, under pretext of cſpouling 
11 their cauſe, they had exerciſed cruelties unheard of before, an 
1 impoſed a bondage to which theit newly acquired. vaſſals, had 
1 ever been entire ſtrangers. They hold out, that the ſlaves in 

Fi N — is IC d # ; | 1 

1 our colonies were in a ſtate of barbarous oppreſſion: and this 

10 was the mode in which they thought proper to convey their re- 


11 | lief. Would the repreſentatives of the people of Great Bri- 
— 14 tal, in the calmneſs of legiſlative deliberation, furniſn 
their enemies with an engine to aid their hoſtile purpoſes 
againſt this country and its intereſts? While Victor Hughes 
entered our colonies with a decree of the national convention 
of France in one hand, declaring liberty to our ſlaves, would 
they put into the other an act of the Britiſh: Parliament with 
which he might advance, offering them ſecurity if they would 
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but accept his terms? Mr. Dundas ſaid, it would be prudent 
and wiſe in the legiſlature; at the preſent moment; to pauſe 
upon the ſubject, and not to 1 r the minds of the colo- 
milts by unavalling and hopeleſs diſcuſſions, He * the 
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ſame dime, that che petiod was. approaching when the ſudject 
might be -atlvantageoiifly conſidered. z as this, however, in 
his opiniqn, Was note the time, he ſhould certainly give his 
negative to che preſent motion; not by a direct. negative, but 
by voting for the previbus queſtion, Which would not pledge 
the Houſe to any opihioh upon the ſubjest. It had: been 
urged, that the Houſe had. come to a, reſolution ſout years 
ago, that the trade ſhould be aboliſhed in the beginning of 
1796. He would aſk, in reply, if we were in the ſame ſitu- 
ation in regard to out Weſt India colonies, that we were 
four years ago? And whether the delay which was then 
thought neceſſary on account of the Rate of Grenada, St. 
Lucia, St. Vincent's; and Dominica, was not more neceſ- 
ſary at preſent, when the ſituations of thoſe iſlapds was 
conſidered ? and whether the ſuſpenſion of any reſolution for 
an immediate abolition, was not particularly requiſite under 
te exiſting circumſtances: of the times? No man would 
ſtate, that tlie condition of Grenada, whether” it aroſe, from 
the war or any othet cauſe, was better now than it was in 
1792. St. Vincent's, he was ſorry to ſay, was in a ſimilar 
utfortdunate tust „ 
It was true, that there had been a gteat number of ſlaves 
imported from Africa to the Welt Indies, in the courſe of 
the Jalt four-pears; but little advantage had been derived. to 
theſe iſlands from the importation, as they had been all carried 
to foreign iſlands, or to Jamaica, where they bore no price, 
and ſold: for little or notung. He thought the advantages re- 
ſulting from a gradual abolition ſo great, that his 'objeCtions . 
tothe at preſent propoſed, would yield in hisfavgur ;+ he 
aſſerted, however, that this was not the effect at the motion 


propoſed.” He did not mean to inſinuate any ihing diſreſpect- 
ful of the deciſions: of that Houſe; but he contended, that a 
reſolution being voted, and ſent op to the Lords ſour years 

ago, which reſolution was never returned, was at;; leaſt evi- 
dence ſufficient to ſhew that the other Houfe-of . Parliament 
did not conſider the time of war as the molt proper for the 
gitation of ſuch à queſtion as the preſent. And, he would. 
atk the hondutable mover, if he thought that that Houle. . 
would-be a hit more rapid in their ptoceedings, though they 
were preſſed by another reſolution from the Houſe of Com- 
mons ? He trembled for the effects which the frequent die 
cuſſion of ſuch queſtions would produce inthe Welt India co- 
lonies, if they were renewed ſtom time to time as they had,, 
been of late, and iutreated that gentlemen; would ov y.[ICefer. . 
the diſcuſſion till a proper, ſeaſon arrived, hich he 00 0 
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rould not be remote, But, in the full conviction, that this 
wa the maſt improper time which could be ſel Neg gr the 
agitation of the, queſtion, aa, that pls Fiete movin way got 
only extremely dangerous to be adopted. upon general ee 


#3 


but wholly inadequate for, the purpoſe 15 it propoſed, be 


L 


felt himſelf, compeied to, nere A by volng for the previ- 


e ern 
Mr. Fer ſaid, that when this ſubjeQt was firſt brought for- 
ward, he thought that there could net remain a doubt iu the 
__ of an honeſt man, "= A yeh of feeling am Mg 
hoſe who know any thing of the ſubject, as to the manner in 
oeh it ought to be e FO Bp It was impoſhble 
to mix any conſideration with the general deſire, at leaſt, for 
its. abolition. How far it was expedient to come to immedi» 
ate or gradual meaſures. for that purpoſe, was another point 
upon which many perſons had entertained doubts, though for 
his. part, he never had any.—*I confeſs,” ſaid he, << that * 
not a little indignant at the mode in which. the right honour- 
able gentleman (Mr. Dundas), bas treated the ſubjeck.— 
The honour of the Houſe, the honour of the legiſlature, and 
regard to the principles of the conſtitution, make me feel 
warm upon the * As ſor the general ſubject, it has 
been already ſo repeatedly diſeuſſed, that it cannot be neceſ- 
ſary for me again to bring it before your view. It has beer 
this night ſo ably handled by the honourable gentleman. (Mr 
Pitt), whoſe opinion with this Houſe is likely to haye more 
weight than, mine, that I will not venture to take Ho, 
impreſſion of wr thing he has ſaid: TI muſt, however, ta 
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22 quantity of ſuſtenance given to them daily,” not to 
leflen their mileries, but in ofdef to keep them alive to pro- 
long their agony; and when I learn that ſuch laws have dc. 
tually been carried into effect] From the peruſal of ſuch 
facts, I muſt neceffarily tum away with diſguſt, though, upon 
the whole, I am not apt ta believe that the planters are diſ- 
tinguiſhed by any particulat inhumanity in the exerciſe of a 
wer, with which, however, I contend that no man ought ta 


I muft next take notice of an artifice' too commonly 
made uſe of in oppoſing adtions for the abolition of ie Slave 
Trade, that of blending the emancipation of the ſlaves in the 
Welt-Igdies with the abolition of purchaſing and carrying 
ſlaves from the coaſt of Africa. He begged, therefore, to 
remind gentlemen, that at prefent the queſtion was not eman- 
cipation, but abolition. | How far the argument of my ho- 
nouradle friend (Serjeant Adair), might go to the point of 
emancipation, it cannot be now neceſſary to diſcus. + The 
queſtion is, whether we will ſuffer a horrible” injuſtice to be 
carried og under the function of our laws? The queſtion is 
not one that interferes with the local jurisdiction of the cole. 
nies; it is, whether we ſhall exert a ri which undoubt- 
edly we poſſeſs, to determine with reſpect to the continuance 
of 4 trade, which depends on ourſelves? The confuſion, in 
this inſtance, has ariſen from the idea, that if the” abolition 
1 it muſt neceſſarily be followed by the emancipa- 
tion. I dope and truſt that it will; but this point I leave'for: 
the deciſion of the proper legiſlature, with whoſe e 
I haveno wiſh to interfere.” We are however, told, we 
ought not to join wich che negroes again(t theie maſters. Un 
doubtedly, it would be a matter of greater ſatisfaction, if we 
oould in this buſineſs obtain the concurrence of all the plan- 
tete, and the part the friends to abolicion are taking, rather 
zende de make the negroes act with, their maſters, chan aft 


© «4 - 


© How does this argument agree with the other ſtatement 
of the right honourible — (Mr. Dundas) that, by 
greeing to the abolition, we ſhall afford argument to Vi J 

Tugues?” who will be enabled to fay,'** The French Conven- 
tion gives freedom to the colonies of France, and Great Bri- 
tain continues flavery to their colonies,” Indeed, I do not 
ſee how this argument can poſibly apply, except I wert to 
conceive, that the right honourable gentleman was arguing 
'or the emancipation.” 1 think that it is not neceffary td — 
"RM? play 
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104 WOODFALLS PARUANMENTARY REPORTS; f{Coirmons; 
more than one argument with:teſpe&to the character of 
the 'Howe!'' Did you not, four years ago, pledge your- 
ſelves," at this time, to aboliſh the deteſtable traffic inhuman 
fleſh ?** The honourable baronet ſays, that the Houſe then 
aQed from the opinion expreſſed in the numerous petitions 
which were received from different parts of the country. 
Ought it then to go abroad, that the Houſe. ſuppdſedi it ri 
to at from the opinion of the public, in order to enſure à lit 
tle popularity, and promote their petty intereſts at elections, 
and the moment that the preſſure of that opinion is. withdrawn, 
oonceive themſelves to be jdſtiſied in renouncing the pledge 
which they had ſolemnly adopted ? Let gentlemen re | 
alſo the period at which they thought proper to hold up the 
Houſe in this light; after the paſſing of the two bills, which 
have thrown difficulties in the way of expreſſing the public 
opinion. Is it at ſuch a period you deem it wiſe to hold aut, 
that you ate ſo much inclined to ſlavery, againſt reaſon, ju 
tice,” and humanity, that though you Ry truckled to po- 
ar opmion, now come forward in your genuine co- 
—— in Bolation of the moſt ſolemn =* deliberate 
pledge, announce yourſelves the advocates and ſupporters. of 
ſlavery? Would it not be tantamount to holding this lan- 
guage, while you had the power of petitioning us, We gave 
way to your ſentiments, and we made you fonts promiſes. 
Now your power to petition is taken away, we come out in 
aur real colours, and tell you plainly, that all we ſaid to you 
before on the ſlave trade, was mere cant and ee it 
any thing can add to the flagrancy of the caſe, it is the con- 
duct which has been adopted by the Houſe of Lords fince 
this queſtion came before them. I ſuppoſe that it is not re- 
in this place to arraign the conduct of the Houſe of 
$ ; and therefore, I 2 it. But there is 
one ground · ſuggeſted by the right honourable gentleman, on 
which Lean, conſiſtently with order, advert to their conduct. 
He faid, that the Houſe of Lords had as much tight ta act on 
their opinion, as this Houſe had to act upon the opinion the 
had themſelves upon due deliberation forme. 
Let me ſtate a caſe. If, after a long and laborious in- 
veſtigation, on a point deeply affecting the honour of the 
national tharacter, and the general intereſts of humanity, their 
Laordſhips.had communicated to us the reſult; of their deli- 


berations, ihyalving an iſſue of the moſt preſſing urgency, and, 


of the greateſt practical importance, and bad called upun us 
for our deciſion : and if we, after four years, had come to no 
reſalution, and taking no notice of ſuch 2 1 
4 & | : Have 


r 


RO | | * . 
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Ku no heſitation to ſay, that in ſuch a caſe we ſhould. have 
a 1 


etfayed our truſt, and have ſhewn our utter incapacity to 
act as a Houſe of Parliament, and a branch of the legiſlature. 
Would 75 Fe ſtate another inſtance in the whole 
hiſtory of Parliament, where a delay any thing like this 
happened before ? He muſt, however, give the Lords their 
lordly character in e time, What * 
pat 


pears extraordinary is, that the I. ords ſhquld take no 
all in the bu{igeſs.; that they ee from. the ptoceed - 
ings, ſhould Kulk from the inveſtigation of . 
abandon it, as it were, to ſilent contempt. Undoubtedly, 
every branch of the legiſlature has a right to _y tram t 
others, either agreement or diſſent. to any meaſure, which, it 
may chuſe to bring forward. And it; is well known, that if 
this Houſe takes the buſineſs to the Houſe of Peers, as. it 
oupht, if the Commons are faithful to-themſclyes, and pr 
the Lords cloſely from time to time to, come to ſame determi- 
nation on an important point, which they have ſeat. up 1 
their deciſion, an [ think I know enough of the general hil- 
tory of this country, and particularly of 8 pro- 
ceedings, to be enabled to ſay, that when the Houſe of Com- 
mons take up a matter eagerly, earneſtly, and cordially, and 
carry it to the Houſe of Lords, and pres. it cloſely and re- 
peatedly, that meaſure never will experience ſuch mortifying 
neglect, or ſuch contemptyous ſilence.  T'be right honour 
ble N will not deny, that if a major ĩty of this Hout 
cordially concur as to the principle of the abolition, and —e 
as to the neceſſity of carrying it into effect with the ſmalleſt 
delay, the Houſe of Lords will alſo concur in the propriety 
of taking ſome immediate ſteps for the purpoſe. - But if the 
Houſe of Commons never are in earneſt on the buſineſs, it is 
in vain that they carry their reſolution to the Houſe of . 
That Houſe will ſee through the pretext, they will ſecond the 
policy, and will ſuppoſe, that by och neglect and delay, which 
amount, in fact, to rejection, they better comply with the 
wiſhes of the Houſe of Commons as to the real ſtate of the 
queſtion, than by giving it the moſt cotdial reception, and the 
molt diligent attention. It is neceſſary, for the honour of 
the Houle, that this reproach ſhould. not attach. In order to 
vindicate the, dignity of their character, and, the conſiſtency of 
their proceedings, it is incumbent upon them to ſhew to the 
people of this country, to Europe, and to the world atlargs, 
that if the abolition of the Slave Trade be not effected, by 
«opting the motion of the honourable gentleman (Mr. Wil- 
verforceJ agreeable to the reſolution which they ſome years 
Vor, III. 1796. P | {ince 
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3/5 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Commonee 
ſince paſſed for the abolition of the Slave Trade, it is" the 
fault, not of the Commons, but of ſome other branch df the 
legiſlature.” "2780 2n01hHOyH 1551 apdw oa) 
e It has, however, been ſaid, that the motion would not 
anſwer the purpoſes of humanity, that if you aboliſn the trade, 
other powers will take it up: This is an argument, the 
truth of which I cannot believe; and which cannot at all 
affect the line of conduct which we are bound to purſue.— 
The queſtion is, whether you have not the power of com- 
pletely aboliſhing it in your own colonies? Unqueſtionably 
you have; notwithſtanding what has been urged, that they 
will till continue to be ſupplied from other powers. You 
may certainly as eaſily put a ſtop to any contraband trade of 
this ſort, as to the trade which was formerly carried on in 
importing lumber and proviſions from America. There is 
no vigour of means, or language, or authority, which you 
ought not to employ for that object. Even if they could not 
carry it into effect, the Houſe knew the remedy. This 
country ought to threaten with*immediate independence, every 
colony which, after the interdiction of the legiflature, ſhould 
ſtill perſevere to carry on that infamous traffic. But it is 
further ſaid, and moſt immorally ſaid, that even if the trade 
were aboliſhed by us, the intereſts of humanity would not be 
benefited, and that it would fall into hands by whom it woufd 
be carried on with circumſtances of ſtill greater cruelty and 
oppreſſion. What more or lefs was this, than declaring, that 
& We would commit crimes of the moſt inhuman kind, left 
ſomebody elſe might commit them in a more inhuman man- 
mer.” — the ſame principle, might we juſtify every 
crime. It might be altedged, that crimes muſt be committed 
in ſociety, and that therefore we will anticipate the criminal! 
purpoſe, in order to prevent it from being perpetrated with 
more wanton outrage, or more determined ferocity. By this 
"reaſoning, the robber might defend his occupation of plun- 
der; he might ſay,” © It is an advantage to myſelf, and I exer- 
'ciſe it with leſs wickedneſs to others, than more hardened or 
ſavage offenders.“ The fame argument might be brought to 
extenuate the crime of murder; it might be alledged, that it 
was leſs reprehenſible, becauſe it was accompanic! with fewer 
circumſtances of excruciating torture, or perſevering malice. 
„The right honourable gentleman treated, as a figure of 
rhetoric, the expreſſion, to drive the ſhame of this iniqui- 
tous traffic from ourſelves.“ A figure” of rhetori I 'Good 
God!] can any appeal be more forcible and expreſſive, more 
directly practical, more powerfully urgent? Is it nothing to 
Uh een 2 rr . derive 
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uerive from ourſelves the ſhane of ſuch a traffic, at a period 
too when great reyolutions have ſeemed to demand, in fu- 
tte, a more intimate connexion between politics and morals; 
when nations affect to hold out the principles of eternal juſ- 
tice, as the baſis of their conduct, and to eſtabliſhꝭ a character 
on ſomething better than the ſhifts of intrigue, or the reſour- 
ces of their power? Is it nothing to wipe a way tie guilt and 
the ſtain of à traffic which the right honourable gentleman 
has himſelf admitted to be incbnſiſtent with humanity and 
juſtice ? If the Houſe of Commons ſtill mean to perſevere in 
the trade, for Heaven's ſake, let them, at leaſt, act fair] 
and manfully. Let them not uſe a timid caution, or ſku 
behind the ſhameful negligence of others. Let them boldly 
and openly avow their opinion, and deal fairly with the pu- 
blick, and inſtead of working their feelings, declare, that 
after they have confeſſed the trade to be cruelandunjuſt, they 
ſtill mean to carry it on to an unlimitted extent. 

« The right honourable gentleman has howeyer alledged, 
the reſpect which we owe to our forefathers, as a reaſon why 
we ought to give ſome quarter to this trade. We ought not 
forſooth to load their memories with all that accumulation of 

pile which is charged upon this traffic, or to brand with ſuch 

arſh epithets a practice which they encouraged by their ex- 

ample. Reverence for their characters, and regacd to their 

names, ought to fink the conſideration of injuſtice, and exte- 

nuate the horror of cruelty.” The tendency of mankind” to 
degeneracy, has been a common topic of declamation amongſt 

moraliſts and . If the complaint be well-founded, we 

oughit at leaſt} by getting rid as much as poſſible, of the vices 

of our anceſtors, to endeavour to compenſate for the particu- 

| lars in which we fall ſhort of their virtues. But if antiquity 
ſhould be found to ſanctify injuſtice, and reverence for, for- 
| mer times to diminiſh the deteſtation of cruelty, if we ſhall 
conceive it to be à point of honour to throw a gloſs over the 


, crimes of our anceſtors, while we are led, ſrom a ſenſe of duty 
y to their mans, to copy them into our own practice, chen truly, 
t che prediction of the poet will be ful filled: 
r „ tas parentum pejor avis tulit nos nequiores * „ 17 21 \ (RW 
; Nox daturos Progeaiurmn vitbfterumem ... 


It Was amuſing, enough, however, to hear the, right 

honourable gentleman talk of pious. veneration for the memo- 

4 ries of our anceſtars, this charitable covering for their failings, 

and deprecate all, harſhneis of obloquy, and general terms. of 

0 condemnation as applied to I trade, which bebad im. 
| 2 ſe 
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108 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS: LC. 
ſelf previouſly admitted to be inconſiſterit»with juſtice a 
humanity. After this admiſſion, it might have been ſuppoſe 
that few epithets could have been added of more ſevere obi 
quy, or more general condemnation I ſhall certainly give 
my vote for the motion of the honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Wilberforce.) 4 VHRUI 207 26417 113106) 
The right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) ob- 
jected that the trade ought not to be aboliſhed immediately, 
nd inſtanced Grenada, which, was by no means in a ſtate-ripe 
= the abolition, and would require for that purpoſe a period 
as long as had been granted from the date of the former reio- 


| lution, This was a point which would come regularly to be 


diſcuſſed in the committee, and there, if it ſhould be found ex- 
pedient, the period of the abolition might be fixed for 1799 
As to the plan of the right hongurable gentleman to effect the 
abolition by calculations with reſpect to the ages of the negroes 
imported, I muſt remark, that thoſe who think it impoſſible 


at once to aboliſh the trade, and yet conceive that the object 


may be effected by ſuch regulations as theſe, ſtrain at ſmall 
difficulties and ſwallow large ones. It has been tated, that it 
would be deficable for us to proceed with the concurrence of 
the gentlemen intereſted: experience however has ſhewn that 
we cannot obtain it, We do not pretend to legiſlate for them 
on the point of emancipation, nor ought we, ſo far as relates 
to the abolition, to ſuffer them to legiſlate for us. The queſ- 
tion is, whether the Houſe, by its pteſent deciſian, ſhall thew 
itſelf to have been hypocritical or honaurable in its former 
declaration. It is even of more importance It is whether 
the nation, after pretending to ſpend oceans of blood and mil- 
lions of money in the cauſe of religion, ſocial order, and hu- 
manity, ſhall continue to carry on this ſhameful and unptin- 
cipled traffic, and by a conduct, ſo inconſiſtent with its profeſ. 
ſions, fo injurious to its honour, ſhall incur the cbarge of the 
vileſt ſimulation, or the moſt hardened effrontery. It is ſurely 
a point of no ſmall importance, whether, under thefe circum- 

ances, the legiſlature ſhall permit, (and to permit is in ſome 
caſes to enjoin) the continuance of a trade, K aſter a long 
and labourious inveſtigation, they have pronounced to be in- 
conſiſtent with humanity and juſtice. e. 905 
The honourable baronet (Sir William Young) has how - 
ever difcovered a new reaſon why we ſhould not agree to the 
abolition. He has ſaid, that we muſt look to an indemnity for 
the expence we have incurred in the proſecution of the preſent 
War. And where are we to look for it? In the Weſt Indies. 
do that we ſhall want freſh cargoes of ſlaves in order to culti- 


vate 


Kon to reſt till it is finally decided. If ue ate influenced 


ciple of action, we will nat ſuffer a f 0 
. the ſubject for conſideration. It is a 1 958 
which 2 urgent from the ſituation of the 
Veſt Indies. Whence ariſes our weakneſs in eat guarfels 
why are we ſo extremely vulnerable there on every ſide f From 
the exiſtence of that abominable ſlave trade, which is as miſery 
ably impolitic as it is pdiouſly unjuſt. The motion is for leave 
to bring in a. Bill to aboliſh the flave trade at a time to be li- 
mited. In the committee I certainly, ſhall, vote for the earli 
day that ſhall be propoſed. It is now about eight or nine years 
ſince the ſubject was firſt brought forward, and if the Houſe 
keep their word, they cannot avoid taking ſome. deciſive, ft 
It was matter of joy io us, when we learned that the {lave trad, 
was tobe aboliſhed in Denmark; but hen afterwards. we un- 
derſtood that the period of the abolition was, not to take place 
till the year 1800, our ſatisfaction on the accahon was con- 
verted jnto contempt and tidicule. At. preſents I ſee no pro- 
bability that the century, will put an end to this ſhame. of 
Great Britain. I cannot ſubmit, to ſanction this i uamo 
traflic by mere regulations; there, arg {ome things ſa bad, that 
even to regulate them, is in ſome, meaſur ici 


© to participate 
their criminality, - Let us fend the Bill to the Houle, of Lorks; 


if it is there rejected, let us ſend it up ſeſſion after ſeſſiq 
Satisfied with the grounds on Which ws have brought 
meaſure forward, let the perſeverance, of our exertions corre 
pond: with. the juſtice and humanity, of aur cauſe, and let us 
at leaſt prove that we ſhall not be wanting to vindicate the ho- 
nour of our character and the conſiſtency of our proceedings.” 
Mr. Addington ſaid, he ſelt — nb embartaſſment upon 
the ſubject. Had he at that time had the honour, of a ſeat in 
that Houſe, he ſhould baye voted for the xefoluton of 1793 
becauſe he was an enemy to the trade, ,aad deteſted it, 
thought it ought to be aboliſhed, but he thought it ſhould be 


aboliſhed gradually. An idea had occurred to him, A 
{1 A mignt 
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110 ©" WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS [Commons, 
might be aboliſhed by an improvement in the Bill of an ho- 
nourable baronet (Sir W. Dolben) by making rapid alteration 
in the proportion of the tonnage of ſhips, carrying flaves, ſo 
that it might be impoſſible to carry on the traffic. 1 180. 
Mr. Barham ſaid, no man was more 'anxfous to alleviate 
the diftreſſes of any condition of humanity than himſelf. Be- 
fore he could give his conſent to the preſent tration, he muſt 
de convinced, that the ſtale aſſertions reſpecting the ſufferings 
of the negroes in the Weſt India Iſlands were true. So tar 
was this from being the fact, that he would affirm, that the 
MNaves in the Weſt Indies were better fed and cloathed, and 
enjoyed more of the comforts of life, he would not fay than 
the, poor of this country, but he had no ſcruple to aſſert 
than the generality of rhe jabouring claſs throughout Europe, 
I the fact however were otherwiſe, no time could be more 
r cob than the preſent, to introduce the motion be- 
fore the Houſe. No meaſure could be fo likely to create dif- 
ſatisfaction at home, hen the preſſure of the public affairs 
in a peculiar manner demanded unanimity. Nor was this the 
whole of the evil, ſince the motion, if carried, would create 
univerſal rebelhion in the iflands. It was remarkable, it was 
Nevertheleſs a fact, in the teeth of thoſe who ꝑictured the mi- 
ſeries of the negroes in ſuch deep colours, that no perſon 
could be more averſe to the abolition of ſlavery in the iſlands 
than the flaves themſelves, and if the meaſure be abruptly 
adopted, that part of our territery muſt be loſt. 4 
Mr. H%lberforee obſerved, that the arguments in favour of 
His motion had been fo ably and eloquently urged during the 
Preſent diſcuſſion, that he would not take up much of the time 
of the Houſe in availing himſelf of the right of reply which was 
uſually granted to perſons in his ſituation. It was impoſſible 
for him, however, to forbear touching ſhortly on a few topics 
which ſeemed to him to require ſome farther illuſtration ; 
and he would begin by replying to the arguments which the 
Honourable gentleman, ho had juſt ſat down; had attempted 
to draw from the accounts upon the table, of the number of 
negroes imported into the Weſt India iſlands during the Jait 
Hye, years. In anſwer to theſe reaſonings, it was tequiſite to 
ſtate but one fact, of which thoſe papers informed the Houſe, 
that leaving out the laſt year, of which no regular or complete 
adtounts had yet been returned, che number of ſlaves imported 
anto the iſlands during the laſt ſour or five years,” was much 
greater than the average impor tation 
This fact was alſo an aniwer to all. that had been ſaid b 
his right honourable friend (Mr. Dundas), of the Weſt _ 
| iſlands 
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iſlands having been prevented by the war, from making that 
uſe of the period allowed to them in 1792, which was intended 
by tae-legiſlatuze;; ſo that the four years given in name bad not 
been given in ſubſtance. This was ſo far from being the caſe, 
that the very reverſe was the truth. #7þ | 
They had even made more uſe of them than the legiſlature 
intended, which at the fame time that it gave them four years, 
had alſo paſſed another reſolution limiting the extent of the 
trade to what jt was at that time. If, therefore, it was to be 
conſidered as a benefit, that they might glut themſelves with 
ſlaves, this was a benefit which they had enjoyed in a greater 
degree than parliament had intended. But he muſt now repeat 
what he had before urged, that if even in 1792, the ableſt 
men in the Houſe had thought that they had ho ſuffi cĩent 
to keep up their population, how much more muſt they now 
have ſufficient. for that purpoſe, and how muſt any doubt 
which might have been then entertained on that ſubject, be 
now atleaſt done away and abandoned. e VIE 
He would next advert, he ſaid, to that well worn topic, 
which however often refuted, had been again brought for- 
ward by his right honourable friend, that other nations would 
take up the trade if we were to relinquiſh it. This wretched 
plea had been already well expoſed by the right honourable 
gentleman oppoſite to him (Mr. Fox), but he wiſhed to add a 


word or two on the ſubject, becauſe he was confident his right. 


| honourable friend himſelf could not but acknowledge how un- 
fair it was to conſider this argument of as much force now as 
formerly. Since the time when it was firſt uſed, had not the 
Danes announced a future abolition? Had not the French 
emancipated their ſlaves in the Weſt India iſlands, and of 


courſe indirectly aboliſhed the ſlave, trade? Did not the Duten 


ſeem likely to adopt the ſame ſyſtem, and above all, was the 
right honourable gentleman ignorant that the Americans, who 
were foremoſt in the carrying trade, had by a general act of 
congreſs, prohibited the catrying on the ſlave trade for the 
ſupply of foreign nations; and that every individual ſtate, 
except perhaps Georgia, bad: either aboliſhed or ſuſpended the 
ſlave trade, even for their (wn ſupply: and yet, in the face of 
all theſe facts, this argument of foreign nations, was brought 
torward with as much confidence /as ever. This ' wretched 
pretext he ſuppoſed would never ceaſe to be urged, whilſt 
there remained a ſingle nation, upon earth, by which the flave 
trave was carried on; and Great Britain was to be the laſt of 
all the countries on earth, here ſie ought to be the fgremolt, 
in deeds of juſtice and humanit z Ma 
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Much had been ſaid by an honourable baronet, who ſpoke 
early in the debate, concerning the catumnies which it was 
faid had been circulated againſt the Weſt Indians, and the 


*cruelties which had been charged on them. Every great 


cauſe muſt have warm and over eager adherents, but he ap- 
pealed to the Houſe, whether he had not himſelf uniformly 
Adſtained from every thing of that nature, and hen mention- 
ing particular acts of cruelty which had gone unpuniſhed, if 
he had not guarded againſt any inferences being drawn from 
theſe individual caſes, as to the general treatment of the ne« 


But what he had always inſiſted on as being general, and 
what no man durſt deny, was the various evils neceſſarily at- 
tendant on a ſtate of ſlavery, and that degradation to which 
they were reduced below the dignity of moral agents. Of 
this indeed, the 3 Lege themſelves afforded 
abundant proofs at the inſtant when were n 
him, and fo — 255 they, from ben Weſt ndian 
habits, to confider theſe poor creatures of a ſpecies inferior to 
their own, that in ſpite of all their prudence, this ſentiment 
would break forth when they would leaſt of all wiſh it to diſ- 
cover itſelf, e was not a black or a coloured man, as was 
falſly reported, faid one honourable gentleman, but a white 
man.” Are not the ſlaves, faid another honourable gentle- 
man, well fed, and ſufficiently cloathed and lodged ?*” What 
then, faid Mr. Wilberforce, are theſe the only claims of a 
rational being? Are the feelings of the heart nothing ? Is in- 
telleQtual and moral improvement nothing? Where too, is 
focial intercourſe, and the conſciouf- 
neſs of independence, and willing ſervices, and grateful re- 
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at li to ſuſpend his motion, or for a moment to delay his 

endeavours to reſcte that much-injured country from the of 
under which it groaned. | 

It was impoſſible for him to fit down, without adverting to 

whathad ſo properly fallen from his learned friend ( Serj 


Adair); inthe concluſion of his excellent ſpeech. ith 


him, Mr; Wilberforce-ſaid, he muſt be allowed to aſk, what 
man who believed a ſuperintend: ng providence, and 'a moral 
of the world, could dare to lend his aid in the pre- 
der circumſtances” of this country, to the ſupport of a 
ſyſtem, which, even by its advocates, was confeſſed to be 
contrary to the rights of human nature, and the laws of God. 
Mr. Wilberforce earneſtly preſſed this topic on the attention 
of the Houſe, and even them in an exigeney like the 
preſent, not to inſult the forbearance of Heaven, and Prader. 
cally diſclaim every hope of the divine favour. * 
he Houſe divided on General Tarleton's HE I 


adjournment, The numbers were, 
| | es. po Wh 67 * 
„ 93 


3 Majority, 


| | L3H 1 1 

1 igel motion was then put and. carried. A Con- 
mittee was appointed to draw up OR e <8 
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"MILITARY Orricens IN INDIA. woe — * 
G Lich Taid. be had a motlem to male, which, ba. 
apprehended, would meet with no oppoſition. -.He bad often 
hag occaſion, to mention in that Houſe, the ſtate of the mili- 
officers in the ſervice of the Eaſt India Company, and. 
ndeayaured.to direct the LOO ion of gentlemen to the 
hardſhips they Iaboured unge u he nemme en- 
"Vat. at the head of the boars for the management of India 
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affairs, had, much to his honour, intereſted himſelf in the 


buſineſs ; and, in conſequence, an application made by thoſe 


offcers to the Court of Directors, met with ſucceſs. How- 


ever unwilling the right hcnourable gentleman might be to 
deal with him in the fame manner, the motion he was about 
to make, had no other object than to have the buſineſs appear 


on the records of the Houſe, and to give the right honourable 


gentleman publickly the full ſhare of applauſe and approbation 


he merited for his conduct in that tranſaction. He therefore, 


moved, © "That there be laid before the Houſe the inſtructions 


<« lately ſent by the Eaſt India Company to the various Preſi- 
« dencies in India, reſpecting the pay and proviſion to be 


made for the military officers in India.” 


Mr. Secretary Dundas expreſſed his ſenſe of the compli- 
ment paid him by the honourable gentleman, and aſſured him, 
that he had never, been unwilling to render him, br to any 
other gentleman, the tribute due to their merit. * 

The motion paſſed unanimouſſr. 

| .VOTE or CREDIT, 

On the order of the day for the third reading of the report 
on the vote of credit bill being read, for granting to his Ma- 
jeſty the ſum of 2,500,000]. the Speaker put the queſtion, that 
the report be now read a third time. | iar 

Mr. Grey roſe, and faid, he had ſome ſerious objeQions to 


make to it. A vote of credit, he obſerved, was always in- 


tended to provide for ſuch exigencies as a deficiency in the 
{tated ſupplies ſhould leave uncovered, or unprovided for, or 
which were not foreſeen at the time ot voting the ſupplies. H 


- ought, therefore, (and indeed always had till now) to come at 


as late a period of the ſeſſion as poſſible, Its being brought 
forward, therefore, at this early period, made him ſuſpect that 
there was too much truth in ſomething he had heard on the 
ſubject of the public expenditure, viz. that it had exceeded 
the ſums granted, that many of the expences of the year 1794 
had not yet been diſcharged, and that the eſtimates of 1796 
went to pay the deficiencies of laſt year. He ſuſpected, there- 
fore, that the money for which a credit was to be voted, was 
intended in reality to provide for paſt expences, which the 
Houſe of Commons had been made to believe were paid al- 
ready. What diſpoſed him the more to believe this, was his 


being informed that there was no department of government 


in which the public ſervice was not in arrear. "Phe Army, 


- the Nav „the Civil Lift, the Ordnance, were, he under- 


ſtood, all in arrear, He called the attention of the Houſe to 
| | | | the 
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the fact, andexhorted them to give it due conſideration, be- 
fore they precipitately voted the credit. He would not di- 
realy negative the Bill, nor even take the ſenſe of the Houſe 
upon it, but wiſhed ir might de put off for ſome time, or at 
leaſt the diſpoſal of it tied up and limited to ſome proſpective 
ſervice, by ſome ſtrict proviſion. He conceived, that the 
vote of credit ſhould not have been brought forward, at leaft, 
till what was called the Diſpoſition Paper had been ſeen; and, 
he concluded by moving, That the conſideration of the re- 
port be adjourned to this day three weeks.” 8 
Mr. Roſe admitted, that it was in general ufual to delay the 
vote of credit as late as poſſible ; he, nevertheleſs, could not 
think that to be a reaſonable objection in the preſent inſtance. 
His right honourable friend (Mr, Pitt), whoſe abſence he re- 
gretted, had, in opening the budget, mentioned ſpecifically, 
and obtained the frat of the Houſe for their vote of credit, ſo 
that the time of introducing it could not at all affect jt; In fact, 
the earlier in the ſeſſion it was granted, the more open the 
diſpoſal of it was to the inſpection of the Houſe. Wi re- 
ſpect to the arrears of the different ſervices, he believed that 
matter would be brought before Parliament in a regular 
manner, and an opportunity would ſoon offer for diſcuſſing 
the ſubject; it was to be remarked, however, that it had 
been the conſtant practice to ſatisfy the deficiencies of one 
year with the grants of the other; and whether it was done 
out of the eſtimated ſupplies, or the vote of credit, was ſurely 
of little conſequence. He regretted that the honourable gen- 
tleman had not mentioned it at an earlier ſtage, and hoped, 
that as great trouble and inconvenience might ariſe from de- 
lay, he would not preſs his motion. | | 
General Smith ſaid, he was glad to hear the matter taken 
up as it was by his honourable friend: with regret, he ſaid, 
he had too often obſerved ſums of great magnitude voted in 
Houſes hardly full enough for the paſſing of a turnpike bill; 
and the preſent vote being brought forward ſo early was well 
deſerving the attention of every member of parliament ; yet 
the Bill had gone through molt of its ſtages without one word 
being ſaid upon it. For his part, he always thought it his 
duty in ſuch important caſes to call for explanation. | 
Mr. William Smith ſaid, he thought, as the honourable 
gentleman had confeſſed that an inconvenience would be in- 
curred by delay, that the public ought to know, what that in- 
conyenience was, and not be kept in the dark in matters re- 
ſpecling their moſt important intereſts, | 
1 | | Q 2 2 * Mr. 
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Mr. Roſe ſaid, that he did not mean then to enter into any 
detail, he had only ſaid that an inconvenience might poſſibly 
The motion of Mr. Grey was negatived, and the original 
motion was carried. e ie ie ee 
es | + STATE or THE NATION. ONE 
Mr. Grey made the following motion?s?2e2es 
« That the amount ef the money received on account of the Lottery, from 


che fifth of September, 1795, to the twelfth of December, 1796, be laid on the 


table. en ns 

* That the amoupt of the ſums paid on the Vote of Credit for the year 1799, 
be laid on the table. | | 15 s 

« That the amount of the ſums of money paid for the Public Service, from 
the fourtcenth of June to the twelfth of September, 2795, be laid on the 
table. 5 | CO Font | 
4 That the amount of ſums iſſued for the ſervice of the Civil Lift, from June 


che fourteenth to the twelfth of September, 1795, be laid on rhe table.” 


Which motions were ſeverally agreed to. | | 
Mr. I. Smith roſe, and expreſſed a wiſh that preparatory 
to the intended conſideration of the late loan, ſome accounts 
of the prices of ſtocks ſhould be laid on the table; but how to 
accompliſh that object in due form, by the orders of the Houſe, 
he did no know, unleſs gentlemen would allow the paper con- 
taining it to be made ub of as authentic; he was aware that 
he could not regularly move to have it laid upon the table. 
The Chancellor f the Exchequer ſaid, it was rather extra- 
ordinary to hear an honourable gentleman, after admitting 
that a particular paper could not regularly be laid upon the 
table, deſire that that paper ſhould be allowed to be uſed as 
authentic. As to any uſe the paper might be of for the prac- 
tical purpoſes of argument, he conceived that the ſubject 
it was public enough; and that there would be many mem- 
bers competent to teſtify the point to the Houſe, "a 
Mr, Smith ſuggeſted that = price of ſtocks might be aſcer- 
tained by ordinary tranſcripts from the bank. e 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer (aid in reply, that if the 
tranſcripts of all the accounts in the bank were laid before the 
Houſe, the honourable gentleman would find it difficult to 
extract the prices of ſtocks at any given time; there was no 
office from which ſuch accounts could come regularly: but, 
as a practical foundation in argument, it was probable that in 
the courſe of diſcuſſion he might find ſufficient information 
in that Houſe, reſpecting the price of ſtocks at any given 
ume. 
WEST» 
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| © © WESTMINSTER POLICE BILL. | 

Mr. Barten ſaid, he had a motion to ſubmit to the Houſe, 
for the purpoſe of continuing and making permanent the Weſt- 
minſter Police Bill, which was ſoon to expire. He therefore 
moved that the Bill be read. He then, in order to poſſeis the 
Houſe of the true merits of that Bill, entered at large into the 
{tate of the magiſtracy of Weſtminſter, as it ſtood previous to 
the adoption ot that meaſure, The conduct of the magiſtrates 
he ſaid; was ſuch as obtained for them the tame of trading 
juſtices; being men of little or no property, and their prin- 
cipal dependance for ſupport being on the fees of their office, 
they, for their own emolument, put in practice every de- 
teſtable act,  to"excite an univerſal ſpirit of litigation among the 
lower order of people, alarming all their ꝓad paſſions, kindling 
animoſities between them, and ſetting them at variance. This 
Bill had been brought in to remedy that miſchief, and had 
actually produced the deſired effect. The juſtices had no 
longer any temptation, as was the caſe formerly, to promote 
litigation, or increaſe the number of theives; for, however 
numerous the cauſes tried, or the theives convicted, the re- 
ward was the ſame, the juſtices had a ſtipulated ſalary, as a 
remuneration for officiating. A compariſon of the buſineſs 
done at the different offices formerly and ſince the paſſing of 
this Bill, would give the Houſe ample” proof of its ſalutary 


eſſects. The trading juſtices had received eveyy complaint, and 


encouraged every croſs complaint by way of retaliation, and 
thereby increaſed the number of warrants, recognizances, &c. 
to an enormous amount. The number of recognizances in 
two years, previous to the preſent Bill, were no leſs than 
21,831. In two years ſucceeding this eftabhſhment, they 
were reduced to one-third, Under the former eſtabliſhments 
the number of thoſe committed and diſcharged for want of 
proſecution or evidence was 2000 in one year. Under the 
preſent eſtabliſhment, in the following year, there were no 

more than 2000. Naa 
The trading juſtices had alſo contrived to extract from the 
pockets of the loweſt orders, with whom chiefly they had to 
do, vaſt ſums of money. Incredible as it might appear, it 
was nevertheleſs a truth, that they drained from the moſt poor 
and miſerable wretches in ſociety a ſum, which is ſaved by the 
preſent eſtabliſhment, of not lets than fix thouſand pounds a 
year, a burthen in the form of exaction, which that deſcrip- 
tion of people, of all other members of the community, were 
the leaſt able to bear. With the experience they had of the 
| purity 
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purity of the adminiſtration of juſtice, in conſequence of its 
operation, and of the ſuppreſſion of the depredations on the 
properties, and the danger to the perſons of the lower, orders 
which prevailed before its intgoduction, he was confident that 
the reaſons for maintaining it were rendered indiſputable by the 
falutary effect it had produced. He, therefore, moved & That 
« leave be given to bring in a Bill to continue and rendet per- 
«© manent the Weſtminſter Police Eſtabliſhment,” “ 

Tord William Ruſſell faid, that he would ſtate very ſhortly 
the reaſons which induced him to give his negative to the pre- 
ſent motion. It had been reſiſted upon its firſt introduction 
by an honourable gentleman (Mr. Windham) no longer on 
that fide of the Houſe, and the ſame arguments that formerly 
had been uſed remained the ſame, or were rather ſtrengthened, 
when the duration of the Bill was conſidered. _ At frit it had 
been only defended upon the plea of neceſſity, and of the dan- 
ger that aroſe from the numbers of robheries and ſimilar de- 
predations. In the time of war robberies were generally leſs 
frequent than in time of peace, becauſe the idle and the diſ- 

ſolute were preſſed on board the navy, or inliſted in the army; 
with this advantage, it was notorious that robberies were never 
more frequent than they had been ſince the paſſing of this act. 


Te patronage of the crown was increaſed by it, in a very un- 


common degree, and in a very exceptionable manner. The 
perſons who enjoyed the office of juſtices were appointed by the 
crown, eb ves at pleaſure, and naturally poſſeſſed a great 
influence over the people, which might be excited whenever 
government migh* chufe to direct. The Bill itſelf conferred 
a power unknown to the conſtitution, as, by the oath of a ſingle 
individual, -any man in the kingdom might be taken up as a 
vagrant or pick-pocket, and thus be expoſed to all the horrors 
of impriſonment. It encouraged perjury ; ſince, by the act, 
it was difficult to convict a perſon of that crime, and by that 
means tended to leſſen the moral veneration and impoling ſo- 
lemnity of an oath. The expence which the act occaſioned 
was likewiſe deſerving of ſerious attention, upon the whole, 
therefore, his lordſhip faid he was hoſtile to the meaſure, and 
would take every opportunity to oppoſe it. | | 

The Secretary at War ſaid, he ſhould perhaps have been 
ſilent on the ſubject, had he not been perſonally alluded to by 
the noble lord. It was true he had oppoſed the meaſure on its 
firſt introduction in a general way: his principal objection 
however had been to that part of it by which any man might 
be committed as a vagrant or pickpocket upon the ſingle oath 
of an individual. Upon that head his objections were not ” 
eo i move 
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moved, and his general ſentiments of the Bill were not altered. 
What he had thought of it formerly, he thought ſtill. It was 
firſt propoſed only as. an experiment, which ſeemed to have 
perfectly ſucceeded, and upon that experience he was of; opi- 
nion that it ought to be continued, The perſons who exerciſed 
the office of juſticoof the peace under it, were men of the great- 
eſt reſpectability, ſome of whom he perſonally knew, and others 
by character, and he, was convinced that they all diſcharged. 
their duty with the utmoſt fidelity and attention. It was evi- 
dent that the police of the metropolis had been improved 
by the act. It was no doubt true that patronage was annexed 
to the crown by it; but every meaſure of a ſimilar nature 
would have the ſame effect, nor was this conſideration to be 
put in competition with the advantage of a regular, reſponſible, 
vigilant and active police. Even when the former juſtices 
ſubſiſted the fame complaint of influence was uſed. The 
partial evil was 5h Pang in the conſideration of the aggre- 
gate good that reſulted from the meaſure; and this circum- 
ſtance had, in his judgment, an implicit influence. Upon 
the whole, he was perſuaded the meaſure was uſeful, and 
though he ſhould be glad the clauſe he excepted to could be 
removed, yet his objection on that account was not ſuſſicient 
to induce him to reject a plan which had already produced the 
molt benchcial effects. | I 

General Smith ſaid, that he objected to the Bill, becauſe it 
gave great influence to the crown; and with reſpect to the 
abuſes amongſt the trading juſtices, he thought it was paying 
no compliment to the crown, or to the lord lieutenant of the 
county, to admit that ſuch notorious abuſes exiſted; becaule 
the crown had the power of removing the trading jultices, on 
application, for improper conduct in the execution of their 
duty, and of appointing other perſons in their ſtead; the fault 
therefore lay in government, and not in the inſtitution of the 
old police. There was alſo another reaſon why he objected 

ſtrongly to the meaſure; there were two Bills lately pal: 
which gave great power to magiſtrates to controul the exerciſe 
of a conſtitutional right amongſt the people; he therefore ob- 
jected to any Bill which would lay the  magiltracy undet the 

power and at the mercy of the crown. --, _ 
Mr. Vilberſarce faid, that the honourable general would 
not, he was perſuaded, have made any charge. againſt miniſters 
tor not diſcharging the corrupt trading juſtices, and not getting 
others, if he conſidered how difficult it was to find juſtices 
who would do the buſineſs of the metropolis without a_view 
to gain, In the country, men of independent fortunes and 
HY | | reſpet- 
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reſpeQability became juſtices of the peace, becauſc of, the in- 
fluence a” reſpect -which it gained them in the county, and 
the duty which - felt themſelves bound to perform, of en- 
forcing tae ends of juflice round their eſtates; the buſineſs of 
a city required ſo much attention and application however, that 
men of fortune could not be prevailed upon to enter into the 


employment. The great object was to find proper magiſtrates 


and they could not be procured but by making the ſituation 
reſpeclable. As to the expence he differed entirely with the 
ntlemen on the other fide, and thought the falaries of the 
juſtices too ſmall, fo fully was he convinced that they were 
ſo, that on a future occaſion he * to move for their in- 
creaſe. 
Mr. Hawkins-Browne declared, he never had heard a.mbre 
inconſiſtent objection taken againſt a public meaſure than that 
the honourable general to the Bill; he ſtated firſt, that the 
r juſtices were ſo much in the power of the crown, that 
they might have been removed and replaced at the option of 
the.crown; and yet the chief objection which he NA onde made to 
the preſent ſyſtem of Weſtminſter police was, that it would 


| leaye the magiſtrates at the diſpoſal of his ——_—_ 's miniſters. 


Mr. Asrice Robinſon oppoſed the motion. There was no- 
thing, he ſaid, to recommend it to miniſters, except as it was 
the moſt corrupt eſtabliſhment. which could poſſibly be inſti- 
tuted, Corruption was, evidently the cement and principle of 
the preſent adminiſtration, and he declared that he ſhould not 
be aſtoniſhed to hear that the Chancellor of the Exchequer, in 
order to gain the love of the magiſtrates, had given each of 
them. a ſlice of the loan. 

Mr. Fox ſaid he was ſorry that the right bonourable 2 
way oppoſite to him, (Mr, Windham) had fo totally. altered 

wy of the preſent meaſure. | He had formerly oppoſed 

l, but the ion which he then ſo - powerfully in- 
ſited upon had at this day decreaſed in importance, and he 
was ready to compromiſe thoſe principles of juſtice he had ſo 
ſtrongly urged, to a convenienee which he had recently began 
to diſeover. He was likewiſe ſorry at the change, becauſe he 
had expected that the right honoufable gentleman would have 
joined in oppoſition tot ” meaſure with that additional weight 
which reſulted from his official ſituation. The patronage 
which.itconferred upon the crown was to him a matter of in- 
finite conſequence. He would not enter into 2 compariſon of 
the reſpective modes in which the influence. of the crown was 
increaſed, or the particular importance. of the inſtances ; per- 
oy to ſome it appeared — ſo immenſe, that a ben gc. 


ceſſion 
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ceſſion was hardly deſerving of obſervation. He, however, 
was of a different opinion. He thought that ſo much was 
derived from the. money tranſactions to which the ſtate of our 
finances gave ric, ſo much from the creation of new offices, 
that _ addition ſhould be carefully watched and firmly op- 
poſed. Sorry he was to ſ-e that lately the uſeleſs appendage 
of law clerk to the Secretary of State's office had been re- 
vived, and beſtowed upon a perſon for whom he had a high 
perſonal reſpect, a conſideration which he would not allow to 
influence his judgment of the tranſaction. Had the Bill in 
3 ſucceeded in its object? He ſhould be happy to hear 
that it had, though he ſhould at the ſame time be ſomewhat 
ſurpriſed if ſuch a declaration were made. Had there been 
any decreaſe in the number of robberies? On the contrary, 
they were heard of every day, and ſome of them of the moſt 
atrocious . nature. The war, terrible as its general effects 
might be, produced one good effect, viz. that it diminiſhed 
the number of profligate and diſorderly perſons in the metro- 
polis, and to this might be attributed any improvement that 
had appeared. The diminution of the number of recogniz- 
ances, though true, did not prove that robberies were leſs 
frequent. Some part of his objection to the Bill, Mr. Fox 
ſaid, would be removed, if the clauſe relative to commitment 
on the oath. of any individual were omitted, though this would 
by no means reconcile him to the ſpirit of the Bill, The evil 
of the influence of the crown would remain an objection which 
could not eaſily be obviated. The metropolis was important, 
as it in ſome meaſure ſerved to guide the opinion of the reſt of 
the country, and therefore ſhould be guarded from influence, 
Every mode of adminiſtring juſtice added more or leſs to the 
influence of the crown, but the police act in a particular man- 
ner. It would be highly deſirable if the lord lieutenant of the 
county of Middleſex could be made a reſponſible character, 
and appointed to ſuperintend the conduct of the juſtices. That 
office was unoccupied when the Bill firſt paſſed, but was at 
preſent held by a perſon of the higheſt character. He was 
ſorry he had not heard the operiing of the honourable gentle- 
man who made the motion, as he could not know the grounds 
on which he recommended the meaſure ; but, if he ſtated 
that the number of robberies was diminiſhed, he could not 
lubſcribe to an opinion ſo contrary to appearances, he might 
almoſt ſay to falls, Even were that the caſe, however, he 
could not affent to the Bill, Some other meaſures might he 
thought be deviſed to attain the ſame end, without being liable 
to the ſame objections. Es | 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he felt himſelf induced 
to riſe, in order to ſay a few. words in anſwer to ſome ob- 
ſervations which had fallen during the debate; and what he 
had to offer ſhould be ſtated with that calmneſs which the na- 
ture of the ſubject required, He thought, that after what had 
fallen from the learned gentleman who made the motion, little 
impreffion could be made upon the Houſe by what had fallen 
from the right honourable gentleman who laboured under the 
peculiar inconvenience of attempting to anſwer. arguments 
which he had not heard; or by the honourable gentleman who 


preceded him, notwithſtanding the extreme warmth which he 


had introduced into the ſubject. The right honourable gen- 
tleman began his ſpeech by commenting, in rather a high tone, 
upon the patronage given by this bill to miniſters; and in 
this he followed the example of the honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Robinſon), who had contended, in a very peculiar ſtrain of 
eloquence, that corruption was the ſole object of adminiſtra- 
tion. To this ſpecies of eloquence, he certainly could not 
make any reply. If gentlemen were inclined to argue this 
queſtion of patronage more at large, and whether the influ- 
ence of the crown was increaſed to that unprecedented de- 
gree which they choſe to ſtate, he ſhould be very ready to meet 
the diſcuſſion. | | 

Leaving that topic, however, he would advert to the bil! 
itſelf, Upon which he begged to ſtate, that if it was impoſſi- 
ble to protect the lives and the properties of his Majeſty's 
ſubjects without the eſtabliſhment * a police, in the hands 
of a magiſtracy to be appointed by the crown; and if it was 
ſound, by experience, that by not giving ſalaries to thoſe juſ- 
tices, the patronage of the crown was greater, and the diſtri- 
bution of juſtice leſs perſect; and if all this were true, and He 
thought it could not be doubted, ſurely the propriety of paſl- 
ing the bill muſt be apparent. It certainly was not poflible 
to have a magiſtracy that were not in ſome degree or other 
dependent upon the crown; and therefore, according to the 


arguments of thoſe gentlemen, magiſtracy muſt be altogether 


aboliſhed, in order to prevent the extenſion of patronage. 

Ihe right honourable gentleman, who ſo extremely difap- 
proved of the ſyſtem eſtabliſhed by this act, bad tated, that 
ſome other ſhould be adopted; but had he propoſed any plan 
more likely to be effectual? No. Then ſurely it was better 
to adhere to a ſyſtem of which they had bad the benefit of 
ſome years experience, than to reje& it, in hopes of finding 
another poſſibly more efficacious. A long time before the bill 
had been brought in, the very imperfect ſtate of the n 

| 0 
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of the city of Weſtminſter was generally known and com- 
plained of. It Was certainly in the power of the Crown to 
leave them out of the commiſſion z but though they might 
diſmiſs them, yet it was not very eaſy to find others to ſupply 
their places, unleſs by the adoption of ſome ſuch plan as that 
opeled.” 150 
An honourable gentieman had ſaid, that government did 
wrong in not diſmiſſing thoſe magiſtrates againſt whom com- 
plaints were made; that very argument proved, that the for- 
mer magiſtracy was dependent upon government, and that this 
bill did not make the juſtices more fo, and that being men 
of bad characters, they were more likely to be ſubſervient to 
government. As to the clauſe reſpecting reputed: thieves, it 
was not a material part of the Bill, as far as related to the 
magiſtracy. That was an important point. He had not 
made up his own opinion upon it; and he hoped gentlemen 
would not haſtily take up an opinion upon the ſubject. 
With regard to the effect of this bill, be could only ſay, that 
fince"its paſſing, admitting even to the gentlemen on the other 
fide that the number of robberies had not decreafed, yet the 
ſmaller crimes were conſiderably diminiſhed, as appeared from 
the returns of the commitments. He thought the gentlemen 
on the other ſide had no right to ſuppoſe that the preſent ma- 
giſtrates were under the influence of the crown, becauſe it 
was remarked that, upon great points, the inhabitants of West- 
minſter had been more adverſe to miniſters than in any other 
part of the kingdom. The magiſtrates had certainly therefore 
not influenced the minds of the people in favour of miniſters. 
He concluded with ſaying, that as the morals of the people 
depended upon the police, it became a very ſerious ſubject for 
conſideration. The bill appeared to him to hold out the beſt 
plan yet deviſed : and theretore he ſhould vote for the motion 
Mr. Robinſon ſaid a few words in explanation, | 
Mr. Grey ſaid, that he could not help taking up the arrogant 
challenge which the right honourable gentleman had thrown 
out in the beginning of his ſpeech. He would undertake to 
prove, that the ſyſtem of influence in the hands of the preſent 
miniſtry was carried to a height unknown in any formet pe- 
riod: He would prove, that the revival of the office of third 
ſecretary of ſtate, and the creation of other ne offices, coſt 
more than twice the ſum which was ſaved to the public by the 
act called Mr. Burke's bill, which the right honourable gen- 
tleman had himſelf ſo ſtrenuoufly ſupported. He ſtated the 
aim of the police bill, and compared the effects of its pro- 
viſions with its/avowed Object, and contended that it had not 
D R 2 lue- 
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ſucceeded, and that it was, highly dangerous, in point of in- 
fluence eſpecially, when coupled with ſuch acts as thoſe which 
had lately been paſſed. ne bf 
Mr. 5 Dundas ſaid, that at the period when the bi 
was firſt introduced, uniyerſal complaints prevailed of the 
danger of robberies, complaints that were every day made at 
the Secretary of State's office, none of which were at pteſent 
heard of. He was ſurpriſed to hear it faid, that no improve- 
ment in this reſpect had taken place in the fituation of tho 
metropolis. The right honourable gentleman had alluded to 
atrocious robberies, but he did not take notice that theſe 
were no ways connected with the operation of the Bill, and 
were perpetrated beyond the juriſdiction of the juſtices. They 
would not complain, ſurely, that the activity of the magiſ- 
trates had baniſhed theſe depredators from the capital, and 
driven them in greater numbers to the country. It was in- 
diſputable, that pick pockets and other perſons ot that deſcrip- 
tion, were no longer ſuch nuiſances to places of public reſort 
as formerly, and that, in many reſpects, the ſtate of the po- 
lice was improved. No bad effects had reſulted from the 
particular clauſe, againſt which ſome, objections. were enter- 
tained. The oath was a ſolemn one, and it was not probable 
that it would be lightly taken, It had already tended to 
diſperſe thoſe aſſemblies of pickpockets which had been for- 
merly ſo troubleſome, and reduced them to the greateſt appre- 
henſion of the interference of the police officers. Much had 
been ſaid of the facility of deviſing a plan free from ſuch ob- 


jections as the preſent ; ſince, however, no plan had been 


offered by the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox), who 
was bound to do every thing ſor the accommodation of his 
conſtituents, and whoſe abilities qualified him ſo eminently to 
perform it, had it been practicable, it was a convincing proof 
that no ſuch plan could be ſuggeſted. He would therefore 
* the motion. | 

. Mainwaring ſaid, he had been the perſon who had in- 
troduced the clauſe which was obnoxious to many gentlemen, 
but for which he confidered himſelf entitled to credit : there 
were a ſet of thieves who went into public places in the view 
of the officers, and declared they had as good a right to go 
there as any body elſe, Where was the law, they aſked, 
which could reach them? The conſequence was, that thefts 
were daily and nightly committed, which it was impoſſible 
to prevent; and they appeared in ſuch numbers, that it was 
dangerous to go to any place of public diverſion; when the 
act palled, the fraternity was diflolved, and @ few having ſince 


appeared 
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appeared, they were taken into cuſtody, by which means a great 


publie nuiſance had been removed. 
Leave was then granted to bring in the bi. 


GAME LAWS. 


4 i 


Me: Ole moved, that the Houſe do reſolve itſelf into 


committee on the bill, for the protection of garac 
Mr. Foli:fe ſaid, he thought it ſevere, that, by this bill, _ 


gentleman ſhould be prevented from killing his own game; 


2 that reaſon he would vote againſt its being committed 
Mr. Curwen ſaid, it was by the bill only intended to poſt- 
pone the uſual day for the commencement of the killing of 
game, to protect the corn of the farmer. 
The motion being carried for the commitment of the bill, 
the Houſe was counted out. 


Adjourned to Monday. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Mon pA, February 22. 


Several private bills were received and read, after which 
their Lordfhips adjourned, 


HOUSE OF. COMMONS, 
Monpay, February 22. 

Mr. Fox preſented a petition from a number of watermen 
plying below London Bridge, praying that the bill for ma- 
king Wer Docks at Wapping ſhould not pals into a law. 

SLAVE TRADE. 


Mr. Wilberforce brought in a bill for the abolition of the 


Slave Trade, which was read a firſt time, and offered to by 


rcad a ſecond time on Monday. 


LABOURING POOR« 


Mr. Whitbread ſaid, he had on à former night givers 
notice of his intention to bring in a bill for the relief ot the 
!abouring poor, on Tueſday laſt; on that day, however, he 
was prevented from attending, in conſequence of indiſpoſition. 
In his abſence, he underſtood, the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer gave notice, that he intended on Tueſday 'ſe'nnight to 
move for a Committee of the whole Houtfe, to conficer of 
the, poor laws, He:was happy to find his ſpeech bad that 
operation on the mind of the right honoucable gentleman, as 
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to induce kim to take up a meaſure of ſuch great internal po- 
licy. As it was more likely to meet with ſucceſs coming 
from ſuch a quarter, than he could hope from his humble 
efforts, he would conſign it to the hands of the right honour- 
able gentleman, promiſing him his cordial affiſtance to pro- 
eure it expedition in the adoption, and to render it effectual 
in its operation. He would not, in the prefent inſtance inter- 
fere, but reſign the buſineſs to the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer. After moving that the act of the 5th of Elizabeth, and 
the firſt of James II. be read from the journals, (which were 
accordingly done by the Clerk,) Mr. Whitbread concluded 
with moving, that they be taken into conſideration on Fueſ- 
day ſe'nnight. f | 
| DUTY ON PRINTED COTTONS AND CALICOES, _ 
General Smith wiſhed to be informed, whether it was in- 
tended to bring forward” the tax on printed cottons and cali- 
coes, as the bill had been poſtponed repeatedly. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that no duty would 


take place which could in any manner injure the cotton trade 
of this country, 
VOTE OF CREDIT. 


The order of the day for the third reading of the bill for 
granting to his Majeſty, the ſums of 2,500,0001, was moved, 
and read. | | | 

Mr. Grey ſaid, he felt it his duty to oppoſe the third read- 
ing of this bill; he had oppoſed the meaſure in its firſt ſtage, 
becauſe he thought it a precedent of the greateſt magnitude, 
and one fraught with imminent danger to the conſtitution and 
the laws of the country. He was the more inclined to op- 
2 0 the bill in the preſent inſtance, in the preſence of the 

ancellor of the Exchequer, and he hoped he would now 
give that explanation, which he underſtood on a former night 
from the honourable gentleman, who moved the order of the 
day (Mr. Roſe), was alone withheld, in conſequence of the 
right honourable gentleman's abſence. The intention of a 
vote of credit, Mr. Grey maintained, was to enable the king, 
during the period. when the parliament is not fitting, to de- 
fray any raged nary exponce that may occur, and which 
may not be provided for in the uſual and cuſtomary eſtimates 
of the year. The application of the ſum voted on ſuch occa- 
lions to any debt previouſly contracted, deſtroyed the original 
intention of ſuch à vote, and was a dangerous innovation o 
the right of the Houſe of Commons, He had taken the pains 
to examine the form and manner of former votes of credit, 


: 
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and he faund, that from, the year 1756, which was at the 
time of the war before the laſt, as well as during the Ame- 
rican war, no vote of credit was ever introduced till a few 
days before the end of the ſeſſion. When the preſent vote of 
credit, therefore, was brought forward at this early period, 
and when one-fourth of the taxes are yet to be provided for, 
he had flrong reaſons to ſuſpect that the Houſe was not called 
upon to provide for any proſpective incidents, but for paſt oc- 
currences ; and he was the more ſtrongly confirmed in this 
opinion by the declaration of the honourable gentleman who 
anſwered him on Friday (Mr. Roſe}, that delay would be at- 
tended with inconvenience, It was not only with regard to 
the time in which this demand was made, that he was deſi- 
rous to call the attention of the Houfe, but to the magnitude 
of the amount. In the war of 1750, as well as in the Ame- 
rican” war, no greater demand was ever made than for one 
million of money as a vote of credit; but of late, it had been 
the practice to increaſe that demand to the extravagant ſum 
of 2,500,0001, This immenſe ſum, or any ſum to be voted, 
ought not, he maintained, to be entruſted to the hand of any 
miniſter to defray expences already incurred, as its applica- 
tion was always intended. to be of a proſpective nature. He 
was, he (aid, induced to call the attention of the Houſe to the 
magnitude of the ſum, in conſequence of comparing it with 
other votes of credit. In 1786, during the laft year'of the war, 
there was never 2 larger vote of credit demanded by the. mi- 
niſter than 1,000,000). during the American war there was 
no one inſtance of a larger ſum. In 1793, the preſent mi- 
niſter demands 1,500,000l. In 1794, he atks 2,500,000), 
In 1795, he makes a fimilar demand; and in 1796, he calls 
for the ſame ſum in a vote of credit, By granting money in 
this random manner, the Houſe was depriving itſelf of its pe- 


_ culiar prerogative to guard the publick purſe, which made 


it leſs neceſlary, for miniſters to be careful and accurate in 
their accounts; and one conſequence of requiring this money 
out of the uſual courſe by the regular eſtimates, was, that it 
prevented Parliament from ſeeing ny the Expences of the 


war, which might induce them to accelerate a peace, at pre- 


ſent ſo much the wiſh of the country. Until the adminittra- 
tion of the preſent Chancellor of the Exchequer, ſuch conduct 
Mr. Grey ſaid, was unexampled and unprecedented. He 
would, in the preſent inſtance, move for delay; and if the 
ſupplies are not ſufficient for the purpoſe they are defigned 
for, let miniſters come down to the Houſe and ſtate the eſti- 
mates in a formal and conſtitutional manner, that the pub- 
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lick may have ſome idea of its appropriation, , He maintained, 
chat miniſters could not defend the bill, either bn grounds of 
expediency or conſtitutional duty; he therefore moved, way 
of amendment, That the bill be read a'third time-this day 
„„ antonio rare Fan, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that the vote of credi 

yo given for ſuch extraordinary expences as might attend the 
var, and to enable his Majeſty to take ſuch ſteps as the exi- 
gences of the year may require, He believed with, the ho- 
nourable gentleman, that for a conſiderable” period the vote 
of creait generally paſſed a few days before the protogation of 
_ parkament; when, however, it would be foreſeen, that ex- 
traordinaries would aQually take place, it certainly was more 
proper to ſtate them in the Committee of ſupply and ways and 
means, and on an inquiry, it was found more agreeable to 
eſtabliſh precedent then to wait till the cloſe of the ſeſſion, 
The preſent mode, he could confidently aſſert, was the beſt 
ſuited to give parliament an opportunity of that free and open 
inveſtigation, the want of which the honourable gentleman fo 
much Jamented, He readily admitted, that it was the way 
moſt proper, and leaft objectionable, to find taxes to defray 
all the ſums expended in the courſe of the year when the debts 
were incurred, and not leave them as a dead load on the en- 
ſuing year ; and therefore he had, for a beneficial purpoſe, in 
ſome manner differed from the mode which had lately ob- 
tained.” He had tated the vote of credit to the amount of 
2,500,000. in the budget, as an article of ſupply for the Fear, 
and he had provided for it in the ways and means; it might, 
therefore, be applied or not, as the exigencies of the "caſe 
might require, like any other publick fund, while it would 
conſtitute a floating capital; this was better in every view of 
the ſubject, than to leave it to increaſe the unfunded debt to 
be "afterwards provided for; that was alſo the moſt” correct 
mode of proceeding ; and the practice which he Had adopted 
was the moſt ceconomical, as it was, conſidered” better for 
both the ordinary and extraordinary ſervice of the army to 
take the vote for both together, and ſink them in one com- 
mon fund; it was found ſerviceable in this reſpect, that the 
money of one ſervice might not be idle, and the ſurplus be 
paid out of the vote of credit, as it occurred; beſides, that it 
ſaved other expences in the coflection ane application, which 
would be incurred by ſeparating them. Thus, with reſpect 
to the principle and application, the way Which had at pre ſent 
obtained, was leaſt objectionable. He wondered, that the 
honourable gentleman {hould make his objections on the third 


* reading 
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reading, of the bill, hen be certainly had an opportunity of 
diſcuſing it in its prior ſtages ; it was ſtated in the budget, 
and his Majeſty had ſent down a meſſage, delivered in a ful 
Houſe : the ſubject then was publicg and could not have 
eſcaped the honourable gentleman's attention. If the mea- 
{ure was therefore fo improper, the honourable - gentleman 
incurred the charge of neglect in not bringing on the ſubject 
ſooner. 1 | LIT 
Mr, Fox ſaid, he thought the Houſe was indebted to hi 
honourable friend for bringing his objections forward, an 
although not-maſter of the ſubject, like him, he thought the 
vote of credit required more explanation than it had hitherto 
received, to reconcile the Houfe and the public to the meaſure, 
The right honourable gentleman, he obſerved, hag confound 
ed what was ſeparate and diſtin, for be confidered a vote 
credit tated in a Committee of ſupply as more eligible; than 
when brought forward towards the end of the ſeſſion, but 
ebjedted to it under one pretence while he applied it to others. 
A vote of credit was to provide for, as had been ſtated, ex- 
pences incurred when parliament was not fitting, and was 
either applied to circumſtances unforeſeen, or intended for ſuch 
as ah... probably occur; but if there was a probability 
of applying it to any new ſervice, the Tight honourable 
entleman ought to come down to the Houſe and ſtate it 
Fo Fox declared, he did not ſee how the vote of credit, and 
the eſtimate of the year could be blended, without manifeſt 
confuſion. With relped to arguing the ſubject in the Com- 
mittee of ſupply, he could have no objection, but he could 
not ſuffer the money to be - applied contrary to the purpoſes 
ſor which it was vated, The queſtion was, whether any un- 
foreſeen exigencies had occurred, and if ſuch could not be 
provided for while Parliament was aſſembled. If this were 
not the caſe, and if no new ſervice occurred, (which, if it 
did, it certainly ſhould be ſpecifically ſtated), then why depart 
from the eſtabliſhed rule, in bringing, forward a vote of cre- 
dit until the cloſe of the ſeſſion? The right honourable 
gentleman thought that a, greater a # would accrue 
trom making one fund of the eſtimates and vote of credit, 
than having ſeparate funds lie uſeleſs, till the ſervices for which 
they were peculiarly appropriated ſhould need them. Here Mr. 
Fox. ſaid, he would ſtopp in Iinine, to remind the ri ght 
honourable gentleman, that in a vote of credit, the money is 
not iſſued till it is wanted; and that for all the common 
current expences of the year, the money purpoſely provided 
xccording to the given eſtimates is ready, Any perſan would 
Vol. III. 1796, 8 think 
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think, from the right honourablo gentleman's ſeeming r 


larity, that none of the departments wete ever in artear!“ Hoe 
ms to have forgotten,” that the ordnance is in arreat, that 
the navy is in artear, that the civil liſt is in arrear, and in 
mort, that arrears were never ſo much complained of as at 
preſent. The ſtaff has been provided for upon the eſtimates, 
and how was the Houſe to think the proviſions had been ap- 
propriated. There are ſtaff officers returned from abroad, 
who, ſince the, year 1793, have not teceived a ſingle ſhilling. 
People would be led to ſuppoſe that there was no irregularity, 
when the direct reverſe was the fact; and except in a few 
particular arrangements under Lord Moira, there were arrears 
due to every officer in the army. Thus was an evil of the 
greateſt magnitude produced, and the Houſe of Commons 
did not obey the laws of their country, if they permitted it. 
By the laws eſtabliſhed, the accounts ought! to be ſeparate, 
and the money appropriated to the uſe of each particular ſer- 
vice kept diſtinct. Did not the preſent mode, he would aſk, 
lead to confuſion ? and did it not alſo lead us to ſuffer the 
whole of what is voted to be expended in a ſhorter time, and 
with greater waſte and extravagance, than it otherwiſe would 
be? If the war went on, Parliament ouglit to know not only 
the quantum, but the exact items of its expenditure, and that 
diſtinctly. D e 1 5 81 ' F + £34219 B+ 368 
It was intimated, that the money was wanted immediately, 
however, he bade the Houſe to recollect, that a vote of credit 
was never applied to the deficiency of eſtimates, and in that 
way he contended, the preſent vote of-credit was neither con- 
ſiſtent with his own opinion, nor the opinion of his honourable 
friend, nor was it conſiſtent with the laws. of the country. 
And if ſuck a fyſtem were purſued, we might always expect 
to be in our preſent ſituation of arrear, here perſons have not 
received the money which is due, and has been voted to them. 
Mr, Morris Robinſom ſaid a few words againſt the motion. 
Mr. Sheridan inſiſted, that if the amendment was not car- 
ried,..1t deltroyed that great conſtitutional principle which 
gave the Houſe of Commons a peculiar power over the pub- 
lic purſe. If the principle laid down by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer was admitted, he did not ſee any ſecurity that 
Parliament had for being convened. This was a jealouſy, of 
which the Houſe was juſtly proud, and the privilege of hold- 
ing the purſe was ſuch, that if once forfeited, it would lead to 
inevitable ruin. If the ſurplus of the eſtimates voted was miſ- 
applied, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, by law and con- 
ſtitution, was ſiable to the conſequence; and on coiiſtitution- 
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al grounds, à vote of ctedit Was never called for, until-the 
period of the ſeſſion Was nearly elapſed. He obſerved, that 
the right honourable gentleman had very ſtudiouſly paſſed 
over one objection of his honourable friend who made the 
motion for delay, which was againſt the magnitude of the 

eſent demand, when compared with former adminiſtrations. 

ntil the preſeat- miniſter eame into office, and introduced 
the practice, the vote of credit never exceeded one million; 
he aſked this year for 2, 500, oool. and if this was granted; he 
deſired to know, what ſecutity had Parliament, that the mi 
niſter would not keep inereaſing, until it amounted to four or 
five millions. If the Houſe ſubmitted to this meaſure, the 
conſequence. would be, that the miniſter would have the ſole 
controul of the national purſe ; and the money voted for the 1 
navy, he might apply to any ather ſervice: he might think [ g 
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proper. To ſhew how oppolite ſuch a mode of proceeding 

way to the very plea upon which the money was required, he 

deſired the preamble to the bill to be read. e 
The preamble of the bill, he ſaid, evidently and decidedly 

pointed out, that the money voted was for the abſolute pur- 

poſe of ſupplying future exigencies, at the time Parliament 

was not ſitting. If the amendment of his honourable friend 

was carried, the miniſtet ſays, it may be attended with delay. 

What inference could the Houſe draw from this declaration ? 

Certainly, what was obvious; namely, that the money was 1 

wanted for immediate payment. He had, he faid, on a for- 1 

mer evening, given notice of his intention to make a motion 13 

reſpecting the war in the Weſt Indies. It was ſtill his wiſh 

to inveſtigate the conduct of Miniſters with reſpect” to the 

melancholy and diſaſtrous expedition to our Weſt India 

iſlands. He admitted, -that the delay of the bill might create 

inconvenience ; but that inconvenience was: the lefler evil of 

the two, he was therefore reſolved to take the ſenſe of the 

Houſe upon it. | | +9 Wer 


The gallery was ordered to be cleared, and the Houſe di- A 
vided, when the motion for the third regding of the- bill was 1 
8 . Apa, . | 102 1 ” r 
5 Mees, | — 25 F 2649 A 7 
41 — 1 84 „ wat Kip #4 1 4 
90d Majority, Me A ot tHinw 
-- The bill was then read a third time ànd paſſet. 


Mr. Sheridan gave notice, that ſoon after his honourable 
friend had made his motion coneerning tha expences of the 
war, he ſhould ſpecifically move for an-enquiry into the con- 
duct of the expedition to the Weſt Indies. Upon a former 

8 2 occalion 
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6ecaflon' the Nw honourable gentleman had invited it; and 
expreſſed himſelf ready to meet it, and he hoped the Houle 
wig not ſo benumbed by deſpair and diſappointment, as to 
ſuffer an affair, fo replete with diſaſter and diſgrace, to paſs 
Gneis eee neee 

9 REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE'ON' THE TOAÄx. 
Mr. JVilliam Smith ſaid, that before be entered. an the 
general argument teſpecting the negotiation of the Ioan, 
ſobject, on Which, for the third time, be was pag 

reluctantly to obtrude himſelf upon the time and patience of 

the Haule, he begged leave, to lay a word or two upon the, "a 
port itſelſ, Which, as the Houſe would ſee, was con idexab Y 

elled by an inquiry into the liſts. of the various ſubſcribers. 
t might appear. extraordinary to thoſe gentlemen who, has 
formerly remarked, that he had entirely diſclaimed any char 

of direct or perſonal corruption, as relative either to the + 
honourable Chancellor. of 2 — or to the members 
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of the Houſe, that he ſhould enter into ſuch a line of examin- 


alion; for the credit of his own. conſiſtency, thereſore, he 
found. it neceſſary 10 aſſure the Houſe, that the whole of it 
was. inſtituted not by, him, but by another honourable, gentle- 
man then preſent; and as he had not himſelf been a. party. to 
the charge, ſo neither was he at all concerned in the attem 


7 


at juſtification. Ihe view indeed which. he took of the ſubject 
rendered it little neceſſary for him to ſuſpect that the right. ho- 
urable gentleman ſhould have , attempted cortuption within 
zoſe.walls, (if che thing might be imagined e mee, 
the inter vention of a loan, hen the unexampled number ar 

extent of the oſſices and ſituations in the various branches. of 
government, civil and military, all dependant on the executive 
power, had ſo enormouſly increaſed, that he was fully enabled 
to gratify to the utmoſt thoſe who might ſcek ſuch gratifica- 
tions without being reduced to the neceflity 2 nt to 
ie.glumſy, a mode of corruption; eſpecially too, whey, ribands 
and, — might de ſhowered down on thoſe whoſe: fortunes, or 
diſpoſitions ae IR SE from the influence of pecumary 
temptations. ,, He would not pretend to believe, however, but 
that the loan had been happily-diſpoſed of, among the orders of 
ſaciety moſt open toſuch influence, bywhich an intereſt oppolite 
to that of the country had been railed among a certain claſs of 
individuals, who from a deſire of enjoying the profits ſo diftri- 
-buted, might be induced to wiſh the, war prolonged, hg 
which alone. ſuch immenſe harveſts could be reaped. He 
1 | 7 - , knew 


- 
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knew: that» many perſons, ſuperior to the practice of. baſe. or 
diſhoneſt arts, were yet liable by the proſpect of ſudden; acqui 
ſitions, to have their minds drawn off from the flow but cer- 
tain accumulation con{equent on mercantile profeſſions, and 
patient exconomy ; and he was confirmed in this idea, by 
having compared the liſt of ſubſcribers to the loan delivered 
into the Bank, with: the names of thoſe perſons-who ſigned the 
advertiſement for the meeting at Grocer's Hall, and obſerving 
that $00,600]: of the loan was divided among them, yielding a 
clear profit of o, oo. He did not pretend to deny, that 
they were reſpectable merchants ;''as from reſpectable mer- 
chants only ſuch contributions were to be expected; but at the 
ſame time, he thought it would hardly be denied by other gen- 
tlemen, that men, however otherwiſe reſpectable, might be 
blinded to their own permanent intereſts, and the intereſts ot 
their country, by fo great and immediate an advantage. Tits 
therefore, was the fitteſt retainer which the miniſter could 
offer to thoſe whoſe habits, inclinations and intereſts, would 
otherwife lead them to be clamorous for peace,” e. 
To enter into the negotiation itſelf, every gentleman who 
had deliveted an opinion upon it, agreed with the right ho- 
noutable gentleman, that a fair and open competition muſt 
produce the beſt bargains, and that ſuch eompetitions ought 
therefore to be (encouraged: and it would appear, from the 
teſtimony of every perſon in the report, that in laſt autumn, 
the intention of ſuch a competition was invariably avoued 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, notwithſtanding ſome claim 
made on the part of Mr. Boyd to the right honourable gentle- 
man inthe month of Ottober, and, that an open competition 
was formally and officially announced in the month of Novem- 
der by the — of the Bank. After this, it would be 
natural to enquire how and why it was abandon ec. 
Now this appeared to have happened on the ground of that 
claim made by Mr. Boyd and Co. in the month of ' October 
which, however, the right honourable gentleman then ſtem- 
ed poſitively determined not to admit, and although he pro- 
miſed to diſcuſs the merits of it with Mr. Boyd and his party, 
it in fact reſted till the 23d of November, without any fur- 
ther diſeuſſion or application to the right hondurable Gentſe- 
man upon it. On the 23d of November, however, the open 
competition being formally announced, Mr. Boyd was alarm 
ed; and had an interview, when he ſtated this claim mote 
particularly, and aftef̃ wards, by defire, put it down in writing. 
(This letter is in the Appendix to the Report, No. 3), the 
validity of thie claim was there founded on à ſuppoſed cn 
V tion 
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tion made by the right honourable gentleman that no other 
public loan for this country ſhould be made until the, period 


faxed for the laſt payment of the preceding ;loan-ſhould; have 


elapſed, And Mr. Boyd further atlerted, that „this was not 
one of thoſe rights of which litigious people ſometimes avail 
themfelves for the mere purpoſe of giving trouble, but it was 
a tight hich was founded on juſtice and the nature of things, 
recognized by conſtant practice and public opinion, and which 
de could not relinquiſh without evident loſs. That this might 
appear perfectly clear, he begged leave to ſtate that there Was 
at that moment ſtill floating in the market the value of 
5,000,000]. of money in ſcrip, which: remained to be con- 
verted into ſtock.“ Now, Mr. Smith ſaid, he could ſhew as 
much confuſion in point of argument in this letter, as there 
were miſ-ſtatements in point of fact, notwithſtanding; the 
palpable care and pains with which it had been written.—Fitſt, 
it was not pretended that this condition was any where expreſſ- 
ed Next, it was ſurely an extraordinary aſſertion of the con- 
tractor, that his claim was a right founded in juſtice and the 
nature of things, and — conſtant practice and pub- 
lic opinion. He aſked, if this aſſertion wete probable, prima facic. 

The Chancellor of the Exchehequer, he ſaid, had been 
acquainted with the claim of Meſſrs, Boyd and Co. in 
October, and ſeemed then determined not to admit of it; 
and the letter from which he had juſt quoted was intended to 
urge that claim. If the allegation in that letter was juſt, that 
the right was recognized by conſtant practice and public opi- 
mon, how did it happen that the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
who had adminiſtered the finances of the country for ra years, 
and had been engaged in more loans than Mr. Boyd, did not 
know of that conſtant practice, or ſhould heſitate on it; be 
was therefore entitled to cite the opinion of Mr. Pitt, that it 
was not ſo. With reſpect to the aſſertion, that five millions 
f money remained. in ſcrip, laying aſide for the mo- 


ment the conſideration of there being not one ſyllable of it 


true, it was extraordinary that a ground ſhould be urged which 
was equally applicable to all the contributors to the loan, as 
well as to the contractors; in fact, Contributor, was the 
only term recognized by parliament; the words contraëtor and 
ſubſcriber being unknown; on the nation, therefote, the con- 
tractors had no other claims than as contributors, not withſtand- 
ing all the efforts Which had been uſed to eſtabliſn an impor- 
tant diſtinction between them. Virſt payment was alſo @ term 
uo kno vn to patliament; the proper word was d-pofit, an obſer- 
vation which would after wards apply. As to the fact of 5 millions 
| being 


Feb. 21] * WOODFALES PARLIAMENTARY: REPORTS!/ m5 


bf: * ws %. 4% * * 9 < —_ 
— N "4 
\ — 
„5 - oo” 0, d u n - M nn 


being in the market; he found by the account from the Bank, =—_ 

that on the 24th of November (the date of the letter) tho | Fi 
quantity of Engliſh ſcrip was no more than 1,962;5 321. and 1 4} 
the (crip of the Imperial loan amounted to 1. 30 l. boch At 
together making /3, 356,0001, of ſerip, which :wwas-not 'money * # | 


but capital; in money it was no more than two-thirds of that 
ſum, or tałce it at the very higheſt value not above 2,500,000, 
which was only half the ſum ſtated in that letter, even ſup- 
poſing the ſerip of the Imperial loan ſhould be taken into the 
account, which he contended ſhould not be at all conſidered. 
if it were, it would form an objection, in addition to the 
many others, againſt an Imperial loan, that no Britiſh loan 
ſnould be contracted for whilſt any of the foreign fcrip 
remained in our market ; deducting, therefore, the amount 
of the Imperial ſcrip, there remained in money no more than 
1,400;0001, inſtead of five millions, as ſtated in Mr. Boyd's 
letter. ex A (IL | i149 % r A 
Mr. Boyd had alſo maintained the particular and exeluſive 
claim of the contractor, on account of their ſuperior riſk, 
greater trouble, and ſpecial duties. n 
iginal contractors were, 


What the liar duties of the ori 
he was at a loſs to find, unle(s it were to ſee that the miniiter 
fulfilled/ his contract; and with reſpect to the trouble, tue 
chief difficulty he knew was the ſelection of thoſe friends, on 
whom he meant to confer the favour of putting their names 
down on his liſt of ſubſcribers; and the whole of this loan 
was not enough to ſatisfy the wiſhes of thoſe who had ſo- 
licited him to ſhower down his benefits upon them. He 
had the trouble to be ſute of waiting upon the Chancellot of 
the Exchequer to ſettle the terms; this. however, would 
ſearcely be deemed any heavy burthen, when it afforded him 
the opportunity of chuſing how much he would keep himſelf, 
and how much he would divide among his friends, according 
to the advantages that were likely to ariſe. As to the riſky 
it was Rated to corifift only in one point, Which was, if the 
emmium fell down below ten per cent. the contractors would bo 
obliged to fulfiil their engagement when the eontributors-would- 
be releaſed if they had made the rſt payment; and Mr. Giles, 
the Governor of the Bank, being aſked, “ is not all rilk to 
tie contractors from the ſubſcribers at an end when that 
depoſit has been paid ?“ replied, *Certainly not, for i tine 
Joan was to fall under ten per cent. which is generally the 
amount of the firſt payment, the contractors would un- 
doubtedly be reſpouſible to the public, - rap mage: capers 
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fix per cent. ut this riſk, his next anſwer exprefsly Rated, 


as nothing not worth mentioning.” The % payment 


was called à depot, becauſe intended as a ſecutity, and was 
deemed ſufficient; and if this were hot the cafe, if ten per 
tent. were inſufficient, he aſked, could not the contractor, 
who doles out his benefits, to theſe earneſt ſuitors, demand fif- 
teen? In 1794, they had actually taken a depoſit of five per cent, 
to themſelves Jong before any was made to the public. It muſt 
be evident upon this, that the riſk is a mere non entity, and ſo- 
tely a pretence. And to put the extreme caſe, if by any unfore- 
ſeen calamity the bargain ſhould be depreciated to a degree rui- 
nous to the contractors, he aſked whether the country would 
haveinſiſtedon the performance of the ſtipulation (an indignant 
cry of un, no, nc) next he would venture to aſk whether it cou/7, 
even if fo diſpoſed, tor he doubted the poſſibility of ir? It ap- 
peated then that Mr. Boyd's claim was only on a footing with 
that of the other contributors, and would not bear the weight 
of the ſuper ſtruAure he had endeavoured to build upon it. 
Mr. Smith next conſidered Mr. Boyd's ground af in- 
4 jury from the introduction of a new loan” and obſerv- 
ed, that it was acknowledged to be the negotiation of a 
loan that threw down the price of the exiſting funds, and 
not the firſt payment, becauſe the preparations affect the 
price of ſtocks” principally and materially. Mr. Boyd him- 
felf agreed in this, and Mr. Giles and Mr. Melliſn were 
both of opinion, that it is © the knowledge that a loan to 
any given extent is coming into the market” which affects 
the price of 'the exiſting funds, and not merely the mak- 
ing the firſt payment on ſuch a loan after it is ſettled, 
He then defired the Houſe to recolle that in 1794, the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer bargained for a new loan with Mr. 
Boyd a month previous to the laſt paymens of Meſſrs. Morgan 
and Angerſtein, who were at that time the contractors for the 
preceding loan, and the funds were materially affected by it. 
Did Mr. Boyd then think it improper, and contrary to n 
to practice, and the public opinion ? Certainly not, at leaſt he 
betrayed no ſymptoms of ſuch an opinion. Did the right 
honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer think it improper? 
certainly not, nor even on the prefent occaſion till about 24 
houts before the concluſion of the affair; but neither did the 
former contractors object; they felt no alarm, nor did 
make any objection, and the reaſon was, becauſe they 
contidered their loan as wound up, as to the ſpirit of the 
contract, though the laſt payment was not actually 1 
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Mr. Boyd's claim of right being thus diſpoſed of, Mr. 
Smith ſaid, that even allowing it to haye been well grounded, 
the pext queſtion would be was there any neceſſity to con- 
clude the bargain during che term of their excluſive privilege ? 
It might be alledged that the public ſervice wanted money ; but 
it is evident that there was no immediate preſſure for the firſt 
payment; for although the terms were concluded on the 
25th of November, the ſubſcribers were not called on to 
make good their depoſit till the 10th of December following; 
near a fortnight therefore intervened : on former occaſions it had 
been cuſtomary to bargain for loans only two or three days be- 
ſore the opening of the Budget; it had often happened that the 
ſettlement between the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the 
contractors did not take place till the very day on which the 
Budget was to open, and it had been ufual to require the firſt pay- 
ment in two, three, or four days after, at the furtheſt, Now the 
utmoſt period for the miniſter to have waited before he would 
have had it in his power to treat for a new loan, independant 
of his former engagement, would have been till the 15th of 
January, or if he had been much preſſed for money before 
that time he mga have come to parliament, and ſtated that 
three perſons had offered themſelves as competitors, together 
with the peculiar nature of his former engagements, and ob- 
tained a vote of credit. Could ſuch a declaration have in- 
zured the public cauſe? on the contrary would it not have 
Taiſed, an idea of aſtoniſnment and admiration throughout 
Europe at our internal wealth and credit, that three parties 
hould come forward at one time, and offer ſeparately to nego- 
tiate a loan af eighteen millions of money, and that we were 
precluded from liſtening to their propoſals, by a punctilio? 

Some perſons might have been diſpoſed to ſay that a vote of 
credit at ſo early a period of the ſeſſion, and for retroſpective 
ſervices in part, would have been irregular and unconſtitu- 
tional. But after a recent deciſion the right honourable gen- 
deman could hardly be ſuppoſed to harbour any ſuch fcruples. 
Nay even ſuppoſing it could not have been done by a vote of 
credit, it might by a ſhort loan of two or three millions. He 
then read the copy of a letter from Mt. Morgan, in October, 
1795, ſtating, that he was ready to raiſe five millions, if 
neceſſary; and though he was aware that if Mr. Boyd 
objected to the negotiation of a large Joan, he might to 
2 mall one, yet every perſon would have thought the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, in ſuch a ſituation, warranted in deal- 
ing with any other parties, if Mr. Boyd, refuſed to lend a {mall 
ſum on moderate terms: or even had he given a bonus equal 
Vor, III. 1796. 1 | to 
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to the preſent it · need only have been on two millions, which 
is but the ninth part of eighteen millions; whereby he would 
ſtill have had the choice of competition on the remainder, and 
the ſhare, of the ſubſequent bonus upon the 8-ninths would 
have been ſaved to the public. If, however, his neceſſities 
actually drove him to the bargain, it muſt at leaſt be allowed 
to be extremely unfortunate for the hation that the miniſter 
ſhould have ſpent all the ſums provided for him fo proſuſely 
as to put it in the power of a contractor to force him to terms: 
in ſuch a caſe the only excuſe. that he could have to offer 
would be that the terms which he had made were good. 
Ibis then became the next ſuhjecb af conſideration. Now 
he acknowledged that, though, generally ſpeaking, terms could 
only be relatively good or bad, yet he thought he ſhould 
he able to prove, on poſitive; grounds, that this contract was 
diſadramtageous to the country. It would happen that the 
tetms of a loan might at one time be rather in favour of the 
contractor, and at another of the public, but there were many 
authorities that the terms were fair for both, when the bonus 
was a litiſe under or over four per cent. The terms when the 
laſt loan came out were ſeven and a quarter premium. It was 
at {1x-balf before the opening of the Budget, and immediately 
after it roſe to ſeven and upwards, while there had not been 
any material alteration in the general price of the ſunds, ſince 
the {ettiement ot the buſineſs, but on the day the Budget was 
opened, the ſtocks were at the ſame price as on the 25th No- 
venher; three per cent, conſols 67 one-half and three-quar- 
ters, they afterwards roſe about 5̃-Sths fer cent. Now it was 
evident that if it came out at ſeven per cent. premium, or 
three per cent. more than uſual, and Mr. Boyd, the contractor, 
himſelf tated the bonus to be bl. 158. gd. per cant he was juſti- 
hed in aſſerting it to be a moſt improvident bargain. Mr. Smith 
ſaid, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer was not correct in 
ſtating that the intereſt was at the rate of no more than 41. 138. 
69. per cent. for if the diſcount of al. 185, with the dividend of 11, 
165, were deducted, &c. from each 100. it would be 41. 135. 
6d. upon 95l- which was 41.: 178. 10d./per cent. There was 
another part of Mr. Pitt's calculation to which he objected : 
with teſpect to the long anuuity of 6s. and. 6d. jt had been by 
Mr. Pitt ſtated, that 3-7th was to be deducted for the dif- 
ſerence between a perpetual-annuity” and the long annuity ; 
whereas the beſt gaiculators agreed that the difference did not 
amount t9:I-17th-——bs. Od. in the long annuity was nearly 
equal to 68. 3d. perpetuity, chis difference might to many 
gentlemen ſeem too trifling to be inſiſted on: ſuch, however, 
would probably be ſurpriſed to hear, that on the whole loan — | 
crea 
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created an increaſe of not Tefs than 120,000. in the calcula- 
tion of profit. | nns l ö 

Mr. Smith next (aid, that there was one matter which he 

had propoſed to the conſideration of the committee, but in 

which he had been over-ruled, viz. the purehaſes made by 

the commiſſioners for liquidating the national debt, and which 
have a neceſſary effect upon the ſtocks from which they are 
made; and it was a principle of common policy in the terms 
of a loan to pive a certain portion in that ſtock which was 

raifed by theſe purchaſes, but the conduct of the minifter had 
been directly the reverſe ; though accuſtomed to purchaſe from 
the three per cents. the commiſſioners bought from the four 
per cents. and although in almoſt all former loans the terms 
were partly in the four per cents. yet in the preſent loan, the 

capital was entirely created in the three per tents. as it ſhould 

ſeem on purpoſe to avoid obtaining a favourable bargain for 
the public. As to the advantage gained by the purchaſe in 

the four per cents, on the ſum bought up by the com- 
miſſioners, which amounted to 507, oool. only; that muſt be 
trifling when compared to any advantage in the terms of the 
loan, on fo large a ſum as 18, ooo, oool. in the three per cent. 

conſols, and ftx millions in the three per cent. reduced; it was 

indeed a miſerable policy, to make the greater ſubſervient to 
the leſs, when the 1-48th part of the depreciation upon the 
one amounted to the whole advantage on the other. 

He apologiſed for inſiſting ſo much upon à ſubject fo dry 
and unpleaſant in its nature, but wiſhed that other gentlemca 
would conſiderit a little, as with ſive minutes attention they 
might underſtand it as well as the argument required. 
Mr. Smith next urged, that the terms of the loan were bad, 

inaſmuch as they might in fact have been better. Mr. Mor- 
gan would have been contented to have taken it at 38. long an- 
nuity leſs; he ſtated, that the opinion on the Stock Exchange 
was ſo prevalent, that Mr. Boyd would have the loan, and 
that on terms far more advantageous to the "ſubſcribers than 
Mr. Morgan, that one man offered to exchange the ſubſerip- 
tion of 5, Oo0l. in Mr. Morgan's loan for 3, oool. in Mr. 
Boyd's, and another offered at the rate of two to one, and 
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theſe were facts which could be proved at the bar. As to the 
Auſtrian loan, or the funding of the navy debt, of both which 
it had been urged that Mr. Morgan mult have been ignorant, I 
and therefore incapable ' of making proper terms, it was in 3 
evidence that the ſormer was highly improbable, and not to 
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imagine that e ol that debt could be paid out of the 
loan of 18, ooo, oool. | 2 


that meſſage was or was not foreſeen on the 25th of November 
he could not tell, but in either caſe he had a right to cenſute 
the right honourable gentleman, becauſe he had no gccaſion 
whatever to have ſettled the terms of the loan before the fifth 
of December, which was conformable to the uſual order of 


things, and by that time he might poſſbly have aſcertained 


whether ſuch a meſſage would have been brought down. or not, 
for Mr. Smith. knew to a certainty that upon Monday the 7th, 
when the budget was opened, a perſon in a-public.coffee-houſe 
informed the company that a meſſage would be ſent down to 
the Houſe that day, and ſpecified the general import; and 
when he was afterwards informed that no ſuch circumſtance 
had happened, he ſeemed ſurpriſed, and attributed it to ſome 
odd accident. The next day, however, verified bis declara- 
tion. | 
He knew it might be ſaid that it would be unfair in the mi- 
nifter to avail himſelf of the expectations of parties offering to 
contract, which he might know to be more ſanguine than the 
rea] circumſtances warranted; to which it was eaſy to reply, 
that to take ſuch an advantage in favour of the public, of con- 
tractors who had the opportunity of making every enquiry of 
the miniſter which they might deem —2 for their,.own 
ſecurity, was not only more beneficial to the country, but 
more fair alſo, than by delaying the publication of ſuch intel- 
ligence, to throw the whole advantage into the hands 
of the contractors, who. were thereby enabled to ava 
themſelves of the equally ſanguine and deluſive hopes of pri- 
vate individuals, who had fewer and leſs certain opportunities 
of information. He did not mean to make any imputations 
of corruption, but he thought the advantages, if there were 
any, might, and ought to have been improved for the public. 
In the courſe off this argument, he quoted the deſence of Mr. 
Dundas, then, lord advocate for Scotland, to an accuſation 
againſt lord North, of making a corrupt loan. (See Morning 
Chronicle of Iburſday, December 17, 1795; and the Parlia- 
cat. ry Regiſter for 1781, vol. 3, page 345./ñ/᷑ ᷑ ; 1 
i 15 2 * 
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He then lightly touched upon the Bills antedated from 
Hamburgh, but drawn upon unſtamped paper in London on 
the: Treaſury, by Mr. Walter Boyd, jun. (See yeſterday's 
Morning Chronicle.) What degree of preference might 
ariſe on this accommodation, Mr. Smith ſaid, it was not for 
him to determine. Mr. Boyd had affured the committee that 
he did not ground any expectation of the loan upon it: but if 
he had no idea that it would promote his intereſt, it was certain 
tat every ory had a lurking idea- that it would not impede 
it; and he would not heſitate to ſay, that this money was raiſed 
in a way diſgraceful to the country, and ſuch as great mercan- 
tile houſes would not engage in. M29 

Mr, Smith next confidered the propriety of Mr. Pitt's 
naming the terms ultimately between Meſſrs. Boyd and the 
public; it placed him perſonally in a ſituation of great reſpon- 
ſibility; and was a very unadviſed ſtep, becauſe judging be- 
tween private parties and a great ſtate, a generous” mind, 
woul ] certainly name terms favourable to the party ho muſt 
ſuffer by a bad bargain, and therefore likely to be injurious to 
the general intereſt. Mr. Smith having gone through the de- 
tail of facts, proceeded to draw one or two general concluſi- 
ons. Wben he confidered the amount of the late loans, the 
object of the liquidation of the public debt, which had been 
theoretically held out, appeared to be practically impoſſible. 
| We hadlately added to the mals no leſs a ſum than 52 millions, 

not in capital merely, but in ſterling money. If ſuch had been 
tho effect of fo ſhort a period of war, when we conſidered how 
much Europe had been engaged in wars fince the beginning of 
this century, and how little proſpedt there was that they would 
be diſcontinued, any proſpect of the liquidation of the immenſe 
mais muſt appear to be altogether impracticable, or at leaſt to be 
removed to an indefinite period; and ſuppoſing the evil itſelf to 
be unavoidable, how greatly would it enhance the fault of yet 
farther and unneceſlarily encreafing this enormous burthen, by 
a wanton and waſteful protuſion in the mode of borrowing. Un- 
der ſuch united difadvantages, he feared it might be ſaid of the 
national debt with the molt literal accuracy, | 2 


qi ©) ———— Multoſque per annos 
Multa viram volvens dutando ſecula vincet. 


Mr. Smith next remarked the bad effect of loans, ſuch as the 
preſent, on a commercial country; and more eſpecially in our 
vation. It muſt be allowed on all hands, that every nation 
deſitous of riting by trade, or of preſerving the eminence de- 
quired by it, ought to watch over the true ſpirit of commerce 
with tae molt attentive care. But with reſpect io Englund, 

the 
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the only poſſible chance which exiſted of rettieving her finances, 
or. even of eſcaping ruin, depended; on tho maintenance or 
rather on the , of her commerce, by which alone it 
could be boped to raiſe ſupplies in any degree adequate to her 
future demands. 99 * RN 4 75 

What madneſs and arr « was it then to counteract all 
this on which our only proſpect of ſalvation depended, by 
meaſures which tended directly to metamorphoſe the reſpect- 
able merchauts and traders of Britain into ſtock jobbers and 
gameſters, by negociations which thus induced men to ſor- 
fake the ſober and uſeful track of lowly productive eee 
for the more dazzling proſpects of monied ſpeculation. He 
mentioned, that ſome years ſince, when he had been in Holland. 
ſeveral meccantile men had complained to him of the decline of 
their commerce in conſequence of the perfons who had large 
capitals having taken their property out of trade, and turned their 
attention to ſpeculations in money. Such ſpeculations tended 
to enrich individuals, but to impoveriſh the country. They 
threw the ſmall profits of the many into the pockets of the 
few ; and thoſe who had once tafted the ſweets of ſuch tranſ- 
actions were afterwards but little inclined to engage in the 
purſuits of commerce. They thought only how they might 
itill more improve the money they had gained in that way, by 
continuing to employ itin the ſame channel : a mode injurious 
to the community, both in that which it took away, and even 
in that which ĩt beſtowed; injurious, not merely as it diminiſhed 
the number of thoſe moderate fortunes on M hich individual 
comfort and general proſperity ſo much depend, and among 
the poſſeſſors of which ſo large a proportion of public and 
private virtue is to be found, but ſcarcely leſs ſo as it tended 
to accumulate in ſome few hands thoſe vaſt maſſes of un- 
wieldy wealth which had been found by the experience of all 
ages, to contribute lit!le to the happineſs of the owner, and 
ſtill leſs to the welfare of fociety, Mr. Smith concluded 2 
ſpeech equally diſtinguiſhed by accuracy of detail and ftrength 
of argument, and of which we have only been able to trace 
an imperſect outline, by apologizing for the length of time, 
during which, from the nature of the ſubject, he had neceſ- 
ſarily detained the Houfe. He ſaid that he would now move a 
ſtring of reſolutions of facts ariſing out of the report. As they 
wete very numerous and not very ſhort, he would have them 
then read; and leave to the diſcretion of the Houſe, whe- 
ther they ſhould immediately proceed to the diſcuſſion, or 
allow them firſt to be printed, and appoint a future day for 
their conſide tation. Mir. Smith then read the ——_ 
7 wh: 
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which contained a ſummary of the whole report. They fer 
out with eſtabliſhing the principle of an open and public com- 
petition; and then by a ſeries of fats and deductions, with 
reſpect to the preſent Loan, went to eſtabliſh the concluſion; 
that the Loan itſelf was a bad and improvident one for the pub - 
lic, and that the miniſter in conducting the negotiation, and 
in adjuſting the terms, had been guilty of a departure from his 
own principles, and of a breach of his duty. | 
« Reſolve, 
1ſt, ** That it appears to this Houſe, that the principle of making loans fur 
the public ſervice by free and open competition, uniformly profeſſed by the Chan+ 
cellor of the Exchequer, has been yery generally recognized, as affording the, fau- 
eſt proſpect of public adyantage, PT | 
2d. „ That it appears to this Houſe, that, in all the communications relative 
to the formation of the late loan, which paſſed between the Chancellor of the Ex- 
checuer and the Governor of the Bank of England, or any of the parties concern- 
cd, x revious to the twenty-fourth of November laſt, the Chancellor of the Exche+ 
quer did invariably profeſs a reſolution to adiere ſtrictiy tv the principles of free 
and open competition. a 
34, % That it appears to this Houſe, that, on the twenty ſiſth of November. 
1795, the day appointed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer for a meeting of the 
leveral competitors ſor the loan, to ſettle the preliminaries thereof, and when they 
were all aſſembled, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, after a ſeparate conference 
with Meſſrs. Boyd and his party, did propoſe to the other competitors, wiz. Mel- 
ih and Morgan, to bid for the loan, on condition that an option ſhould be re+ 
lerved to the party of Boyd, of taking the loan at ſ-ch a price as ſhould be equal 
in value to one half per cent. on the whole ſum borrowed, above the higheſt offer 
oi the competitors.” * | 
4th. „ That it appears to this Houſe, that the ſaid Melliſh and Morgan has 
ving refuted to become competicors on a condition to which they deemed it almoſt 
impoſſible to ſubmit, the Chancellor of the Exchequer did immediately after, 
without propoſing any other terms, agree for the loan with Boyd and his party, al- 
though it was underſtood by the parties, that they were not tv come tu a final 
ſettlement that day. | | 
5th. © That it appears to this Houſe, that by giving this preference to Boy 
and his party, the Chancellor of the Exchequer di totally depart ſrom the princi- 
ple of tree and open competition, after having, by a communication, thro” the 
Governor of the Bank, only two days preceding, expreſsly invited perſons to bid 
on that principle, and who had alſo previouſly made preparations for chat pur- 
poſe. ' Ser | PSF 
6th, That it appears to this Houſe, that the preference ſo given to Boyd 
and his party, was claimed by them on the foundation of a ſuppoſed. fact, in the 
ſertlement of the preceding loan for the ſery.ce of the year 17955 betaveg rhe 
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Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the ſa'd Poyl' and his partyg namely, the- 
the contract was entered into under the condition that no other public loan tor 
this country ſhould be made, until the period fixed for the laſt payment of ti» 
Loan then contrafted for ſhould have elapſed 2 and on the ſuppoſition that the 
negotiation of a new Loon at that . would be injurious to * bc Boyd and 
his party. : 

„th. „ That it apprars to this Houſe, not only that the H Boyd has rot any 
where contended or athrmed, that the preceeding condition was ever expreſſed in 
ſp-cefic terms, or reduced to any form; but that tl e contrary is implied in th- 
arguments made uſe of by him in ſupport of his claim, viz. © thatit was a right, 
which was founded in juſtice, and the nature of things, 1 dy conſtant 
practice and public opinion. 

th, «© That it appears to this Houſe, that in the nul of October 170, 
Nie faid Walter Boyd, Eſq. did ſtate to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the righ: 
of the contractors to object to the negotiation of a new loan; that the Chancellor 
et the Exchequer did, on that occaſion, ſay, that he would ſerd for their party, 
(*, that of Boyd and Robarte) to hear what they had to Tay, before any com- 
petition ſhould take place, by that he ſeemed poſitively determined not to adm. 
of their claim. 

9th. © That it does not appear to this Houſe, that the Chancellor of the E. 
chequer has any where admitted the reality of ſ ved engagement or condition hav- 
ing been made by him with the ſaid Boyd, and his party; but, en the contrary, 
that he did late to the parties aſſembl. d at his houſe on the twenty-fifth November, 
* that the circumſtances had cone but recently to his knowledge,? and that be did 
not admit them to be an obligat on. 

That it appears to this Houſe, that no fuch condition is, in f.&, either ex- 
prefied or ĩmplied in any of the papers laid before this Houſe, in which the parti- 
culars of the contract for the ſaid loan appear to be fully OY and ſetticd be · 
tween the contracting parties. 

„ That it appears to this Houſe, that ſuch a reſtriction is introduced into the 
memorandum of the contract for the loan for the preſent year; and that no prece- 
dent is any whese alledged for the introduction of a Ripulatian ſo new, and © 
which the conſequences may be extremely important. . 

10th. « That it appears to this Houſe, that the ſaid Boyd, in his addreſſes t- 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, on the ſubje@t of his ſuppoſed right to a prefe- 
rence over the other competitors, ſupported that right by arguments drawn from 
his ſituation as lolder of ſcript of the preceding loan, and from the injury which 
he and the other contractors for that loan muſt inevitably ſuffer, as hulders of 
ſcript, by the introduction of eighteen millions more into the market, while a 
large portion of the laſt year's ſcrip was ſtill on hand; and that the ſaid. Boyd did 

ver alledge, or pretend to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that be had inallen- 
able, inherit right to a prefercnce for the 1:an then depending which belonged to 

R bim 
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him excluſively, as a contractor for the preceding loan, though he thould have d- 


poſed of the wihvle of his ſhare therein. 

That it appears to this Houſe, that before all the payments of the loan for 
1794 were completed, the Chancellor of the Exchequer did negotiate a new loan 
with Boyd and his party, for the ſervice of the year 1795, and that the contribu- 
tors to the loan of 1794 did not make any objection to ſuch negotiation, although 
it affected all the funds, and it was expected that thedepoſit was to be made at a 
very early period. 

That waving all conſideration of the intereſt of the contraQing parties, it ap- 
pears to this Houſe, that caſes may ariſe in which it might be highly prejudicial 
to the public ſervice, if the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſhould be precluded from 
entering into a negotiation fur the new loan, or from fixing the depoſit to be made 
on ſuch loan, on ſome day previous to the laſt payment on the preceding one. 

« That it appears to this Houſe, that it is generally to the negotiation of a 
new loan before a certain period, to which the ſaid Walter Boyd objects in all his 
communications with the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; and that the principle of 
his objeQion to ſuch negotiation applies equally, whether the depofit on ſuch loan 
be appointed to take place ſhortly before, or a'ter, the laſt payment on the pre- 
ceding loan. 

« That it appears to this Houſe, that the value of the exiſting ſunds is affected 
in a far greater degree by the negotiation for a new loan, and the ſettlement of the 
terms thereof, than by the making the depoſit on ſuch loan after it is ſettled. 

11th, t That it appears to this Houſe, that the houſe of Meſlts, Boyd and Co. 
were not poſſeſſed of more than 500,00cl. of the ſaid floating ſerip. 

« That it does not appear to this Houſe, that the ſaid Walter Boyd took any 
ſteps to afcertain who were the holders of the remainder of the ſaid floating ſerip 
at the time of the negotiation of the preſent loan, or to procure for them any in- 
demnification ſor the injury which they might poſſibly ſuffer from the introduction 
of ſo large an additional quantity as 24,076, 500l. into the market, 

© That it appears to this Houſe, that, of the eighteen millions ſterling ſub- 
ſcribed for the ſervice of the year 1795, no more than 445,718, remained unpaii 
on the 24th of November laſt. 

« That it appears to this Houſe to have been a matter of public notealoty for 
ſome weeks previous to the 25th of November laſt, that Meſſrs. Melliſh, and Mz. 
James Morgan, were making preparations to be competitars for the ſaid loan. 

« That it appears to this Houſe, that, under the cirturaſtance of this noto- 
riety, and notwithſtanding his own engagement to Meffrs. Boyd and Co. the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer did, even on the 23d of November, formally au- 
thorize the Goveraor of the Bank to announce to all the parties concerned, that 
the loan would certainly be diſpoſed of by competition, without having ſent for 
the party of Meſſrs. Boyd and Co, to diſcuſs their claim, 

That it appears to this Houſe, that the Chauecllar of the Exchequer did not 
in fad ever ſend for the ſaid Boyd and Co. that the diſcuſſion of their claim with 
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him did not take place at all, but on their own repeated application and then not 
till they very day before the competitors were to meet, and that, till they were 
actually met, the parties of Morgan and Melliſh were not apprized of any doubt 
exiſting in the mind of the Chance lor of the Exchequer, on the admiſſibility of 
competition. 

12th. That it appears to this Houſe, that Meſſrs, Boyd and bis party were 

very willing to leave the terms of the loan to be fixed by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, who did fix them accordingly, 

« That it appears to this Houſe, that the contractors for the loan of 1795 
could not ſuffer any pecuniary loſs by the introduction of a new loan before all thc 
payments on the preceding loan were completed, o herwiſe than as holders of ſcrip 
or ſhares therein; and that, on that principle, all the contributors to the loan of 
1795 had as good a claim as the contractors to a preference for the ſucceeding loan, 
in proportion to the amount of the ſhares in the loan of 1795, then held 4 them 
reſpeRively, 

13th. © That it appears to this Houſe, that Mr. James Morgan, one of the 
perſons intending to be competitors for the late loan has given in evidence to the 
Committee, that he would have offered on the 2th of November to have taken the 
ſaid loan on the following terms, viz, 1201, 3 per cent, Conſolidated Annuity, 
251, 3 percent Reduced, and 3s. 6d. per annum Long Annuity for every 1001. 
ſubſcribed, being a difference of 3 per annum Long Annuity, or 499, ol. moce 
adyantageous to the public than the terms made by the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer to the party of Boyd and Co. 

4 That it appears to this Houſe, that, if the ſettlement of the loan had been 
deferred, as has been uſual on former occaſions, until a day or two before it was 
ſubmitted to the conſideration of this Houſe, ſome communication to the partics 
of the probability of a meſſage from his Majetty fimilar to that which was de- 
livered, might have preceded the ſettlement, and that the public might then have 
Had the full benefit of that advance in the public funds, which it was impoſſible 

ot to foreſee that fuch a meſſage would produce, and which in the preſent in- 
ſtance actually amounted to a ſum exceeding nine hundred thouſand pounds on the 
loan ſo recently contracted for. 

14. That it appears to this Houſc, that on the third day of Ne vember 1795, 
the Commiſſioners appointed for liquidating the National Debt, did, for the firſt 
time, begin to purchaſe in the 4 per cent Conſolidated Annuities, 

« That it appears to this Houſe, that the ſum of 68 8, ccol. of the 4 per cent. 
Annuities created in the year 2795, was in pledge at the Bank on the twenty- 
fourth of November laſt. 

«© That it appears to this Houſe, that immediately on the purchaſes by the (aid 
Commiſſioners being made in the 4 per cent. Annuities, a very conſiderable ad- 
vance tovk place in the price of the ſaid Annuities, the 3 per ceat. Annuities not 
riſing in equal proportion. 

That it appears to this Houſe, that on the application of ſome. of the. parties 


concerned in the negotiation for the preſent loan, through the medium of the Go- 
vernos 
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vernot of the Bank, the Chancellor of the Exchequer did agree that the whole of 


the new capital ſhould be created in the 3 per cent. Conſolidated and Reduced An- 


nuities ; with a very ſmall proportion of Long Annuities, to the total excluſion of 
the 4 p*r cent. contrary to the general practice on former occaſions, — —_ 
of conſiderable magnitude have been raiſed. 

1th. That it it appears to this Houſe, that, in the month of Weser 
1795, the ſaid Walter Boyd did, at the requeſt of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, undertake to advance money for the uſe of government, to the amount 
of 2,000,000l. for which he was to reimburſe himſelf by bills to be drawn upon 
the Lords Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, to be accepted by them, and negoti- 
ated at his own convenience; and that bills to the amount of 700, el. were 
drawn in London, on the Commiſſioners of the Treaſury in the name of Walter 
Boyd, Jun, and bearing a ſictitious date, at Hamburgh, ſeveral weeks preceding 
the time at which, with the privity of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, they 
were really drawn in London, and that the ſaid Walter Boyd, jun. is à gentle- 
man not engaged in any houſe of buſineſs in Hamburgh. That the ſaid bills, 
though drawn in London, yet profeſſing to be foreign, and not written on ſtamp- 
ed paper, were of ſuch a nature and deſcription as the Bank of England would 
have refuſed to diſcount for any commercial houſe whatever, and ſuch as it would 
have been injurious to the credit of any private houſe to have negotiated. © 

« That it appears to this Houſe, that Walter Boyd, Eſq. has declared, that 
no part of his right to a preference, as a contractor for the new loan, was ground- 
ed on the tranſaction of the bills dated at Hamburgh, and circulated by him for 
the ſervice of government: that he never had any expectation of that ſort, and 
that he took no merit at all to himſelf in having conſented to that operation. 

16th. That it appears to this Houſe, that the loan fo finally and unerpected- 
ly ſettled an the ſaid twenty - fiſch of November, was not ſubmitted to the confider- 
ation of this Houſe until the ſeventh of December; and that the depoſit was not 
required from the contributars until the tenth of December. 

« That it appears to this Houſe, that the interval of twelve days between the 
ſettlement of the terms of the loan and ſubmitting it to the conſideration of this 


Houſe, very greatly exceeds any that has been known' on ſuch occaſions, and that 


no advantage is likely to accrue to the public from an interval of ſuch unprece- 
dented length. 

% That it appears to this Houſe, that bis Majeſty's 3 * meſſage, con- 
taizing a communication that his Majeſty would be induced to meet any diſpoſition 
for negotiation on the part of the enemy, with an earneſt deſire to give it the 
fulleſt and ſpeedieſt effect, was delivered to this Houſe on Tueſday the 8th of De- 
cember ; and that, in conſequence of the intimation contained in the meſſage, 
the value of the loan ſuddenly roſe above five per cent. creating, by that operation 
only, an additional profit on the whole loan of more than nine hundred thouſand 
Pounds ſterling. 

That it appears to this Houſe, that ng lach declarations, on the part of dens 

ractor, palpably preferred, and immoderately benefited by the gift of a loan 6f 
U 2 eighteen 
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eighteen millions ſterling; on ſuch terms, and accompanied; with ſuch arrange. 


ments as to create a profit of twelve per cent. or 2,160,000. before the firſt pay- 
ment became due, can acquit the Chancellor of the Exchequer of having departed 
from the principle of free and open competition, in fayour of Walter Boyd, EIg. 
in a manner incompatible with the intereſt of the public. * ali. 


, That it appears to this Houſe, chat, in every part of the tranſaction of the 


late loan, the public intereſt has been factificed by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer; and that the profits to the contractors, at the expence of the nation, 
Have been ſo exorbitantly ſwelled, as to have riſen, even before the depoſit was 
made thereon, to an amount greatly exceeding the depoſit itſelf, vis on a loan 
of eightcen millions, to the enormous and incredible ſum of two m ions one 
hundred and fixty thouſand pounds ſterling.” "3 | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer (aid, that though he wiſhed 
it to be well underſtood, that he was not unprepared to reply 
to the various topics which the honourable gentleman had 
dwelt upon fo much in detail in his ſpeech, and in the unu- 


ſual long reſolutions that had been read; yet, as they went 


to fix upon him a charge of the higheſt nature, in the perform- 
ance of his official duty, he thought it might be proper to have 
the reſolutions printed, in order that every gentleman might 
perceive the length to which they weat, and that the debate 
ſhould be adjourned to a future day, | re 


Mr. Smith ſaid, that was preciſely what he wiſhed to be 


done, nor had he any wiſh to preſs upon the Houſe the 
immediate conſideration of the ſubject; and would move 
| 2 printing of the reſolutions, and the adjournment of the 
ate. | | 
The * ſaid, that the reſolutions had not yet been pro- 
re the Houſe, and they could not regulatly be or- 
dered to be printed, and the debate adjourned, till that was 
done. The firſt reſolution, however, might be read, and the 
queſtion put upon adjourning the debate. 
The queſtion was accordingly put and carried, and the fur- 


ther conſideration poſtponed till Friday the 25th inſtant, that 


the reſolutions might be printed. 


Mr. Grey moved, that copies of certain papers laid before 


the Houſe by the Bank of England, ſhould be printed. Ordered, 
Adjourned. | 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tvespay, February 23. | 

' The Houſe met, and the Archbiſhop of Canterbury moved, 
that the Biſhop of Exeter ſhould preach before their Lord- 
{hips on the 9th of March, the faſt day, Agreed to. | 


2 djourned, 
HOUSE 
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Wearmouth roads, Montgomery poor, and Harrowgate 
road bills, were read à third time and paſſed. | 


Mr. Mainwaring preſented a petition from the proprietors 
of certain waterworks at Shadwell, againſt the building of wet 


docks and a navigable canal into Blackwall. 

Mr, Higley preſented a petition from a number of apothe- 
caries of London, ftating, that * perſons unqualified, were 
in the uſe of preparing, ſelling, and preſcribing medicines'in 
different parts of the country, to the great danger of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects; and praying that ſome meaſure ſhould be 
adopted to remedy the abuſe. | 7% 

eneral Smith ſaid, he would oppoſe the petition being 
referred to a Committee, as he had been informed, that it 
was the object of the apothecaries to prevent chemiſts from 
preparing medicines and giving dee ee who did it 
equally well, and at a much cheaper rate, and thus the apo- 
thecaries endeavoured to engroſs that branch of the buſineſs. 

Mr. Wigley ſaid, that the prevention of druggilts vending 
medicines, was not the leading objects of the bill; but if 
prepared medicines, it was right that they ſhould be quali 
and ſkillful to do ſo. The grand object of the bill was to re- 
duce the profeſſion, like all other profeſſions, to certain pre- 
ciſe gualitcations, In all other profeſſions, a certain educa- 
tion was required, and an examination to aſcertain ability, 
before perſons were admitted, Ought it not to be equally ſo 
in the buſineſs of an apothecary, ſince the health and comfort 
of ſociety was, in an eſſential degree, dependent on medical 
{kill and treatment? He thought, however, that there could 
be no proper objection to referring the petition to a commit- 
tee, to ſee whether or not there was ground for the complaint, 
and whether a bill ought to be 77 in. app of! 

The petition was referred to a Committee to examine the 
ſame, and report to the HouſſeQ. _— 

A meſſage was received from the Lords, ſtating, that they 
had agreed to the Weſt India Governors — 


without amendment. 


3 od 


A petition was preſented from the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Common Council of the City of London, againſt the bill 
for making wet docks. 6.4 

Alderman Auderſon ſaid, it would appear to the . Houſe, 
from the petition, that the Corporation of the City, of Lon- 
don had itin contemplation to embrace à plan for obtaining the 

| | R con- 


cation bill, 


1:0 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commont, 


convenience of wet | docks, that would be attended with 
none of the objections to which-the other plan was liable, 
neither would it ruin near 2000 families, nor violate an im- 
menſe quantity of property, and at the fame time it would, 
on much eaſier and more advantageous terms, realiſe every 
important object which the other had in view. He therefore, 
moved, that the petition lie on the table, which was 
agreed to, and counſel allowed to be heard in ſupport of the 
petition, and alſo in defence of the bill, 


| | GAME ACT. 
The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the whole 
Houſe, on Mr. Coke's bill, and to regulate the commence- 
ment of the ſhooting of game, and the terms of the former 
act, which were from the firſt of February, at which time 
the ſeafon cloſed, and the iſt of September, when. ir began, 
were changed for the 12th of February and 14th of Sep- 
tember; during which interval, it ſhould not be Jawful'to 
me. | 
The Houſe being reſumed, the report of the Committee 
was ordered to be received the next day, hen 
Mr. Heniter Major roſe to make his motion reſpecting the 
giving a power to courts of juſtice, to grant coſts at diſcre- 
tion in cafes of mifdemeanaurs. He thought the motion he 
was about to make, would be of general advantage; if courts 
had, as in cafes of felony, a power to this extent,” perſons 
that would not be uſeful in a civil capacity might be made 
ufeſy] in another way; they might be ſent into the army and 
navy. Thus they would become a ſervice inſtead of injury 
to Gele As a ſimilar inſtance, be mentioned the caſe of 
perſons impriſoned, often having their puniſhment abridged, 
when they conſented to go to ſerve their king and country. 
Another proviſion he thought very expedient ; namely, the 
giving courts a difcretionary liberty to grant expences to pe- 
jans coming to proſecute vagrants, and ſuch like, This, he 
was aware, would be the means of clearing the country of 
ſuch nuiſances. Mr. H. Major then made the following mo- 
tion, * Phat leave be given io bring in a bill to grant eourts 
A diſcretionary power to fix coſts in caſes of miſdemea- 
& nours, as in caſes of felony: That courts have the ſame 
<< ciſcretion to fix the expences of conſtables or others, ap- 
„ pearing as witneſſes againſt perſons adjudged vagrants; and 
« alſo that Courts have a proviſionary power of fixing the ex 
< pences of witneſſes in other caſes . 
r. IVigley ſaid, he objected to giving courts of juſtice 
any ſuch LE cage power, which might be often —_— 
ky 0 


o 
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ſed to a dangerous and arbitrary extent. He odjected to it, 
becauſe it went to aggravate offences, and to enforce extraor- 
dinary and inadequate puniſhments. He was equally un- 
friendly to empower courts at diſcretion to hold but a pre- 
mium to informers againſt vagrants and ſuch” perſons, as it 
would give an opportunity to wicked men, to ſubject the in- 
nocent (ho might not be able to diſprove their information) 
to unmerited penalty. He thought, therefore, that the ho- 
nourable gentleman would do well to ſuſpend his motion fot 
the preſent, and give gentlemen till the next receſs to conſider 
its expediency. ho? 

Mr. Heniker Major ſaid, that he was aware the meaſure 
could be no public detriment; bat at all events, the bill might 
be brought in, and gentlemen would ſee how far it was expe- 
dient. AS to giving a diſcretion to courts to fix the expences 
of witnefles againſt vagrants, and ſuch like, he thought it 
could be attended with no abuſe, as the buſineſs would come 
betore the country, before juries, where tha witneſſes, and the 
perſons they informed againſt might be known. 

The motion was then agreed to, and a bill in conſequence 
ordered to be prepared and brought in. Adjourned. 


- HOUSE Or LORDS. 


| WEDENESDAY, Feb. 24. 

Heard counſel in a Scotch appeal. | 

The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, that in conſequence of the indiſ- 
poſition of the noble ſecretary of ſtate, he would poſtpone his mo- 
tion reſpecting the penſion of Mr. Burke, which ſtood for the 
next, to a future day. He deſired, however, to have it under- 
ſtood, that it was by no means his iatention to relinquiſh this 
buſineſs. LIN | 

His Lordſhip next obſerved, that as he intended to offer 
ſome arguments on the loan bill, he wiſhed that ſimilar docu- 
ments to thoſe preſented, agreeable to the act of patliament, 
from the bank cf England to the other Houſe, ſhould be laid 
on their Lordſhips table: as the noble ſecretary of ſtate was 
abſent, he hoped the mention of theſe papers, without any re- 
gular motion, would be ſufficient to have them preſented to 
the Houſe. - BEL TY 

Three private bills were brought up from the Commons. 


HOUSE OF:-COMMONS. 
Wepnesbay, Feb. 24, 
Ia a committee of the whole Houſe, à reſolution paſſed to 
allow a bounty when the mortality among the ſlaves wing 
| e 
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the paſſage did not exceed a certain number ; and the report 
ordered to be received to-morrow. | 
The report of Mr. Coke's game bill was brought up. 

The Bill for eſtabliſhing Courts of Judicature in New- 
foundland was read a third time, and paſfed. 

The Bill for rendering the Weſtminſter Police Act per- 
petual was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond 
time on Monday the 29th inſtant. 

Lord Sheffield moved for leave to bring in a Bill to extend 
the line of the Kennet and Avon Canal, on which Sir Wil. 
liam Young moved, that the debate ariſing on the motion 
ſhould be ad ourned to that day three months. 

He (for the adjournment), 38 
ves, - - 14 


Majority 24 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Thurſaay, Feb. 2 5. 

The Earl of Lauderdale called for the accounts of the ex- 
penditure of the Bank of England, on the account of govern- 
ment, for the year 1794. "The accounts for 1795 were laid 
upon the table, but he ſaid it was neceſſary for his purpoſe, 
that the accounts of 1794 ſhould be preſented for the inſpec- 
tion of their lordſhips. 

His lordſhip then gave notice, that he would bring on his 
motion on the penſion granted to a certain individual on Fri- 
day the fourth of March, 

Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thurſday, Feb. 25. 
The Speaker having counted out the Houſe, at four o'clock, 
— 8 members only being preſent, he adjourned the 
ouſe. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, Heb. 26. 

A bill for diffolving the marriage of Laurence Shadwell with 
Elizabeth Sophia Whitmore, for adultery with P. Ruclle, was 
read a ſecond time, and evidence heard. . 

By the recital of the vill, it appeared that Mr. Shadwell was 
married, in the year 1776, to his preſent wife, and that they 
had iſſue twelve children, ten of which are now living. * 
witneſs 


. 
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witneſs called to proye the act of adultery, was the nurſety- 
maid in Mr. Shadwell's fartiily; She ſtated that Rielle was a 
French Emigrant, and came to their houſe for the purpoſe of 
iviog lefſans in the French language ta the children, and to 
Mrs. Shadwell: he uſed to ſtay late, till the time her maker 
was expected homes The ſervants had ſuſpſcion of an im- 
per intercoutſe; ind ſhe ſaw them in the act of adultery, 
y peeping through the key-hole, , nn 
Mr. Shadwell had obtained à verdict of 2000!. damages 
againſt Ruelle, who had abſconded. | FT 3 


The Duke of Portland preſented an account of the, monies 
E 


cbarged on four and balf per cents. during the reighs of 
Queen Anne and George I. and II. Adjourned,” +» 
| HOUSE OF COMMONS: {© 


Did, Feb. 26, 

Several private bills were read, 
| "SLAVE CARRYING BILL, 

The Houſe, in a committee, came to ſeveral. reſolutions (the 

ſame as laſt year) to grant certain premiums to the captain, 

ſurgeon, ſurgeon's mate, &c, employed in the conveyance of 

laves from the coaſt of Africa to the Britiſh Weſt India iſlands. 


reed to. MELT of T 
"te obart then moved, that it be an inſtrufian to the ſaid 
committee, to move for leave to bring in a bill purſuant to 
the ſaid reſolutions, | Agreed to. N 
' — GENERAL TAT. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequtr moved, that the Reverend 
Doctor Holmes be deſired to preach before that Houſe, in St. 
Margaret's chapel, on the * of March next, the day ap- 
pointed for a general faſt. Ordered.” A 

* 4 ; 4 | MILITIA, 171 erer 

Mr. Hobart moved for leave to bring in a bill, for the pay 
and cloathing of the militia in that part of Great Britain called 
England, for one year. Leave given- EIU e 

GENERAL INCLOSURE.. 


* * 
- 6 


Fir Poli Sincloty lated to the Houle, that in conſequenceof 


the propoſed plan for a general inc loſure, many. of the office 
of both Houſes of Parliament would be materially ures 
being deprived. of theic fees upon particular incloſure bi 


Some time ago, when the ſubject of a general naturalization 
Vor. H. 4% u dhe UAE 2 general natura 7 
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bill was in agitation, it was conſidered as fair, that ſome al- 
lowance ſhould be made to the officers, in lieu of their fees. 
He ſhould therefore move, That it be an inſtruction to the 
committee appointed to conſider of the ſtate of our waſte 
lands, to inquire into the loſs that would be ſuſtained by the 
officers of the Houſe, provided a bill for the general incloſare 
of waſte lands ſhould. paſs into a law; which motion was 
agreed to. | | | 


een PBI ve. 
Mr. Fox brought up the report of the committee, to whom 
the petition from the publicans had been referred, relative to 
the loſs which that body ſuſtained in pewter pots. It appeared 
from the report, that the value of pewter pots ſtolen from 
publicans, annually, amounted to the ſum of 100, oool. The 
report being read, 84 ny 
Mr. Fox moved for leave to bring in a bill to prevent the 
fecreting, purloining, and melting down of pewter pots, 
Leave given. Uh 4 10 ; 
Ordered, that Lord Hood and Mr. Fox do prepare and bring 
in the ſame. | ; | 
WF 7 tht ee GAME.LAWS, | . + ; 
- Mr. Carwen ſaid, that in conſequence of the conſideration 


of the report of the committee appointed to inquire into the 


circumstances of the loan, being likely to engage the attention 
of the Houſe that night, he would defer his motion for the 
repeal of the game laws till that day fe*nnight. 
nk MAROOKS OF JAMAICA. | 
General M*Leod ſaid, he roſe to call the attention of the 
Houſe to a circumſtance which he could not think of but with 
the ſtrongeſt impreſſions of horror. It almoſt deprived him of 
utterance. He could not, conſiſtent with his duty, remain 
ſilent ; the honour of the Houſe, and the credit of the nation 
were implicated, and he therefore hoped, that what he ſhould 
allude to would be cleared up to the ſatisfaction of the public. 
He held in his hand a paragraph, on the bare peruſal of which 


the blood muſt freeze, and the mind of every man muſt ſhud- 


der with indignation and horror. For the noble lord alluded 
to in the article, he had the higheſt reſpect; he admired him 
as a man, and loved him as a fellow-ſoldier. Of all mankind, 
he conceived he would be the laft to countenance the horrors 
contained in the paragraph; and he gave His Majeſty's Mi- 
nifters that opportunity of contradicting a calumny, the con- 
templation of which muſt excite general indignation. The 
paragraph to which he adverted, appeared that day in the 
Morning Poſt, It purported to be an extract of a letter from 
1 . 


Jamaica, 
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Jamaica, and after «ſtating ., other - particulars, it contained 
the following paſſage, which he would read as part of his 
ip ech: 53 f f | 1 ** 
oo 3 might che idea appear, but tis a fact, we have 
imported from Cuba one hundred blood-hounds, attended by 
twenty Spanish chaſſeurs, and they laſt Friday proceeded into 
the woods to hunt and — the enemy. It is the opinion 
of people in general, they will have the deſired effect. Juery, 
What effect will it have on Mr. Wilberforce? I ſuppoſe he 
ſhrinks at the idea of hunting human fleſh and blood, as he is 
pleaſed to ſtyle them, with blopd-hounds.. We all wiſh bim 
preſent. We had ſevere duty during Chriſtmas holidays, in 
keeping guard in and about this town, that being the critical 
juncture to obſerve the diſpoſitions of the ſlaves; but I am hap- 
py to ſay, are univerſally well affected, and Lnever ſaw a 
quieter Chriſtmas; there is very little to be dreaded from 
them. One- half Kingſton is in Trelawny; have been there 
theſe three months myſelf; have been in one expedition againſt 
the Maroons, in Charleſtown ; they immediately lay down 
their arms. In addition to a number of fine. fellows that have 
loſt their lives, it has coſt the country above half a million 
ſince the commencement of this, unfortunate war. You would 
ſcarcely credit, that 560 of theſe fellows-could ſo long with- 
ſtand upwards of 55000 troops, Which are the number againſt 
them; they get into the interior parts of the mountains, and 
tis ĩimpoſſible to get at them. I ſuppeſe you are almoſt tired 
of reading; if not, I am almoſt tired of writing; ſo will con- 
clude this ſubject by wiſhing a ſpeedy extirpation to them. 
+ After reading ſuch a paſſage, he could not concteive that 
there was a gentleman in the Houſe whoſe feelings would not 
be ſhocked, at the recital of ſuch barbarities. The circum» 
{tance muſt” bring to the mind, the ſhocking afneuin en- 
couraged by the Spaniards in the iſland of Cuba, in South 
America. The diverſion of the | planters there was to hunt 
down, for their ſport, the original proprietors of the land. It 
was recorded by the beſt hiſtorians, that thoſe. ferocious ani- 
mals, after proceeding to the abode gf an unfortunate family, 
firſt glutted on the blood of the father, aud then ſeized and 
_ devoured the child at the breaſt, of the mother! He ſincerely 
truſted, that-for ſimilar purpoſes, the government of Jamaica, 
had not (ent to Cuba for blood-hounds and Spaniſh Chaſſeurs, 
to exterminate the Maroons, the. proprietors of a part of the 
ſoil. Parliament, for the credit of the nation, was intereſted 
in diſcovering whether the paragraph he had juft read was 
founded in fact or not. He did not Kno the noble lord (Bal- 

X 2 35 -_  , Garras) 
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catras) perſonally, but his family and the honourable general's 
had long preſerved the ſtricteſt intimacy, and he hoped that it 
might never go abroad to the world, that he had imported 
blood -hounds into Jamaica, blood- houhd to extinguiſh thoſe 
unhappy people mentioned in the paragraph ! When gentle. 
men ſpoke with ſo much animation on the barbarities com- 
mitted in France, they ſhould recollect, that there man op- 
poſed man, but they never had recourſe to ſuch ſhocking cruel- 
ties as thoſe alluded to. He had, in the Eaſt Indies, ſeen the 
father ſupporting the wife with one hand, and his children ex- 
piring in bis embrace with famine, rather than forego the 
principle of ſuperſtition early inſtilled into their boſoms; but 
he never witneſſed barbarities ſimilar to thoſe deſcribed in this 
Horrid paragraph. He iſhed to be informed from the Chan- 
cellor of the-Exchequer, if there was the leaſt foundation for 
the intelligence ; if what was ſtated had really happened, he felt 
Himſelf obliged, whatever his reſpe&t might be for the noble 
lord, to bring him to the bar of the Houſe of Peers, to anſwer 
for this moſt abominable tranſaction. | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, it was impoſſible for 
him to give the honourable gentleman a deciſtve anſwer to this 
queſtion ; he had, however, no difficulty in ſaying, that no- 
thing could be more foreign from the ideas of his Majeſty's 
miniſters, than the carrying on a war by the means of blood- 
hounds, to tear people to pieces: they would feel as much 
horror at it as any other gentlemen. The Houſe would, he 
hoped, ſee the impfopriety ' of his ſaying more upon this 
ſubject. {IK Hg hi | ö 
| Mr. Yorke ſaid, that the uſe of blood-hounds to diſcover the 
haunts of murderers, &c. and thus facilitate their detection, 
was nothing new ; they had frequently been uſed in this coun- 
try for that purpoſe, ' The way in which theſe Maroons car- 
ried on the war, was moſt ſhocking ; they maſſacred, without 
mercy, every perſon that fell into their power. The ſituation 
of the country which was the ſeat of the war, was mountain- 
ous and woody; theſe people knew every patt of them, and 
could eaſily conceal themſelves ; it was therefore very pro- 
bable that theſe hounds had been introduced for the purpoſe of 
facilitating their detection, and not for the ſavage purpoſe men- 
tioned; of which, he believed, few indeed were (thoſe who 


entertained the idea ſuggeſted by the honourable general. 


Mr. Fox faid, that no man could impute any thing like an 
intention on the part of his Majeſty's miniſters to conduct the 
war by means ſo revolting to humanity.,—As the fact, however, 
had been ſtated, it was neceſlary that the truth or falſehood of 


it ſhould be aſcertained, | 
HAM- 
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| HAMBURGH BIIIs. 3 
Mr. Jetyl fad, that early in the ſeſſion he had introduced 
the ſubject of the fictitious bills dated at Hamburgh, and had 
been anſwered by the right honourable gentleman, that he 
would be ready to diſcuſs that ſubject when regularly brought 
forward. From the evidence collected in the report of the 
loan committee, he perceived, he would be able to ſupport 
every charge he had made. He wiſhed, therefore, to appoint 
an early day, as his profeſſional duties-on the circuits would 
render his abſence inevitable. Upon Monday the-29th in- 
ſtant, a buſineſs of great public importance was . underſtood 
to come on; but, as no particular inconvenience would ariſe 
from, the delay of the tax bill, and as the ſubject he wiſhed 
to agitate involved a perſonal charge againſt the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, which, if innocent, he would with to 
wipe away, he might poſſibly be diſpoſed to defer the other. 
If not, he would at leaſt have the ſatisfaction to think, that 
he left the matter to be taken up by abilities far ſuperior to his 
own. | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that the notice given 
by the learned gentleman was, in many points of view, one 
of the moſt extraordinary he had ever heard. In the firſt 
place, the honourable gentleman had ſtated, that he had had 
the buſineſs in contemplation, and had even mentioned it in a 
very early period of the ſefſhon. Secondly, he ſtated what was 
perſectly correct, that the report of the loan committee had 
lain a conſiderable time on the table. Thirdly, he ſaid, that 
Monday had been long pte- occupied by a ſubject of greater 
importance. Fourthly, he mentioned the 0 of his ſoon 
leaving town to attend the circuit, a circumſtance which the 
honourable gentleman muſt haye known on the laſt day of 
term, Upon all theſe grounds, the honourable gentleman 
fixed his motion for Monday, with a view of giving him 
(Mr. Pitt) the alternative, either of poſtponing a queſtion of 
great public importance, or elſe of letting the honourable 
ques go upon the circuit with the idea, that he (Mr. 
itt) was unwilling to meet the diſcuſſion, and had taken the 
opportunity of availing himſelf of the inferior abilities which 
the Jearned gentleman had left behind him in the Houſe. — 
Much of the ſubject of the Hamburgb bills could naturally 
be involved in the diſcuſſion to take place that day, and a 
ſeparate debate upon it, would not, in all probability, ex- 
tend to any great length; he had no objecton to Monday next, 
when he hoped to be gratified with the full diſplay of the learn · 
ed gentleman's ſuperior talents. | | 
The notice was fixed for Monday, 
RE- 
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, | RESUMED DEBATE. ON, THE LOAN. 
- After the order of the day, was read for the reſuming of 
the, adjourned debate, the cunſideration of the fult reſolution 
JJ OR AT” 20 27 a ED ILOR T3 00 
tee, eee 
2. „ That it appears to this Houſe, that the principle of makipg loans for the 
public ſervice, by frec and open competition, uniformly profeſſed by the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, has been very generally recognized, as affordir g the 


faireſt proſpect of public ade ante 


 Mri Willion Smith faid, he did not wiſh to flare any fur- 
ther reafons in ſupport of the reſolutions, but to leave them 


to reſt on the ede be had ſtated on a former day, re- 


ſerving to himſelf the right, with the indulgence of the Houſe, 
to reply at the end of the debate, in any obſervations that 
might call for an anſwer. At preſent, he deſired only to be 
permitted to amend ſome of the refolutions. In the 32d, he 
wiſhed to ſubſtitute the ſum of 64 * for that of 685, oool. 
of the four per cent. annuities. In the 2oth' teſolution, in- 
Read of 24, oyb, oool. he . wiſhed. the ſum of 25, 38 5, 00l. to 
de mentioned as the new capital brought into the market: 
with a trifling amendment in a reſolution reſpecting the ap- 
pendix of the report, No. 15, Mr. Smith ſaid, he had thought 
it neceſſary to ftate theſe errors, leſt gentlemen on the other 
fide might ground any arguments on mere matters of miſtake, 
that he would then wave all further comment on the ſubject, 
which he left to the deciſion of the Houſe. | 

Mr. Sylveftzr Douglas roſe and faid, he thought it unne- 
ceſſary to make any apology to the Houſe for taking an active 
part in a ſubject, which had particularly fallen under his con- 
fideration, in conſequence of his having been a member of 
that committee, the report of which the honourable gentle- 
man had fo ſtrenuouſly oppoſed. He had inveſtigated the 
tranſaction of the loan with that attention, which rendered 
him capable of delivering his opinion full and freely. In his 
reſearches, he had cauſe to lament the obvious want of con- 
ſiſtency in the opinions of the honourable gentleman. The 
very commencement of the report, which the honourable 
gentleman ſanclioned, ſtated, that “ on the inſpection of the 
liſts, as well as from the examination of the parties, your Com- 
mittee ſee no ground to ſuppoſe, that any interference took place 
on the part of any, perſous connected with government in the 
diſtribution of any part of the loan,” 2 


Alter this complete vindication of the miniſter and his 


friends, he was aſtoniſhed to find the honourable member * 
I Ft 
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cede from his laſt declaration. In his attack on the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, he wiſhed that the honourable mover 
had been more pointed and preciſe. He had brought for- 
ward a long ſtring of reſolutions, better calculated to perplex 
than to illuſtrate the ſubject; and he had concluded his reſo- 
jutions with one perfe Ry inconſiſtent with ſuch declaration, 
Had the ſpirit of the honourable gentleman's forty reſolutions 
been compreſſed into one general propoſition, the Houſe 
would have been better enabled to diſcuſs the merits or de- 
merits of the queſtion, After the hon. gentleman had ac- 
knowledged, in the courſe of the laſt debate upon the ſubject, 
that he was fully convinced the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had made no corrupt uſe of the loan, he, by a fudden and 
unaccountable change of opinion, called the attention of the 
Houſe to the very extraordinary coincidence which he ſaid 
there appeared to him to be between thoſe who had contracted 
for the loan and thoſe who had met and ſigned the petition at 
grocer's hall in favour of the ' memorable bills, which had 
lately engaged ſo much of the attention of parliament, and of 
the publick. -- What was the inference to be drawn from this 
remark? What could be concluded from it, but that the hon. 
gentleman meant to inſinuate a charge that although the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer was not clumſy enough, (for that 
was the expreſſion) to bribe members of parliament, by giv- 
ing them a ſhare of the loan, he had employed an inditect 
means of corruption, by making a gift of two millions and 4 
half, or rather of two millions ſix hundred thouſand pounds 
to the bankers and merchants of London, to engage them to 
give a ſanAion to his meaſures. * 
The honourable gentleman who oppoſed the report had ſaid, 
that although the Chancellor of the Exchequer might himſelf 
be unacquainted with the undue interference which his fubor- 
dinates in office had uſed," yet, that an acquieſcence in the 
reſolutions before the Houſe, would bring the whole tranſ- 
action before the public, and that an expoſure of the parties 
would be the conſequence. Gentlemen ought however to re- 
collect, that when the liſts were called for, it had become 1 
neceſſary object, and the duty of the committee, to examine 
the ſubſcribers and purſue ſuch an enquiry as would tend to re- 
move the imputations which would ariſe on the ſubject, and 
it had been the ſenſe of the committee after the moſt mature 
deliberation, ſolemnly declared, that no "perfon connected 
with government had directly or indireRly the ſmalleſt concern 
in the diftribution of the loan. 5 1 


| 
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It was a matter of ſurpriſe to him Mr. Douglas faid, that 
nothing analogous to the report of the committee was to be 
found in the reſolutions before them. After - the. fulleſt con- 
ſideration, the Houſe would, he; hoped forgive him if he con · 

| ſidered the reſolutions in a body. Some of them he thought 
it would be neceſlary to diſpoſe of by the previous queſtion, 
ſome by a direct negative, and others by adopting reſolntions 
of a perfectly oppolite tendency, in approbation of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer's conduct, and in conformity to the 
report of the committee. The public clearly had an intereſt 
in the purity of a perſon of his high office, - his ſituation and 
char therefore ought notito be lightly or looſely attacked. 
From his office, he appeared in this tranſaction as to ſteward 
or guardian of the public; and any random and unfounded 
aſperſions againſt his conduct in a-public money tranſaction 
ought to be rejected as derogatory to the honour of the Houſe 
and the Country. | | 2 
The charge conveyed in the reſolutions, he ſaid, amounted 
to this, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer had negotiated 
the terms of the preſent loan from undue and culpable.motives ; 
a charge that was founded upon the tranſactions with Mr. 
Morgan and Mr. Melliſh and their ſubſcribers, and gave away 
the Joan to Mr. Boyd and Co.. upon a pretended claim of 
right which never exiſted, that he had been induced to give 
this preference on account of certain obligations conferred on 
þ him by Boyd and his party, for which he rewarded him with 
þ this profuſion, that the terms of the loan were ſo bad that it 
a1 was impoſſible, without improper motives upen his mind, for 
1 a perſon of ſo much experience and judgment as the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, an advocate for the mode of competition, to 
_ comply with, that there was evidence. that better could have 
been obtained, that he choſe a time of bargaining that gave a 
great advantage to the contractor, while he was ſure of getting 
better terms in conſequence of the king's meſſage which he 
brought down immediately after the bargain was cloſed, that 
ſtock had been ſelected in an unuſual manner more to favour 
the contractors. | bis 
Such ſeemed to be the general outline of the charges, from 
which the report of the committee widely differed, and to ſup- 
port thele ſuggeſtions Mr. Morgan, the principal of the dra- 
matis 22 in his inveſtigation, was brought forward, being 
himſelf materially intereſted in the tranſaction. A very flight 
examination of his evidence would ferve to overthrow every 
inſinuation detrimental to the character of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. If any alteration had taken place in any 
| publick 
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blic agreement; it was the duty of the miniſter to take care 
— Ce rien noch 1 any conference on the 
ſubject ſhould not ſuffer in his property by an idle or vague 
ſpeculation. A compenſation in ſuch an inſtance had al- 
ways been admitted; and he was convinced, that had Mr. 
Morgan, ſtood in this light, he would have been —— in- 
demnified, When particular exigencies rendered an altera- 
tion in the bargain for the public neceſſary, the miniſter, for 
the time being, had uniformly afforded the parties an adequate 
compenſation for the diſappointment. Such a change was 
pardonable in a miniſter. No man held his property on ſuch 
a ſecure tenure, but that government might make ſome en- 
croachments on it for the benefit of the nation at large. It 
was, however, always underſtood, that the ſufferer was en- 
titled to the moſt ample compenſation. To proceed to Mr. 
Morgan's evidence, the gravamer of which amounted to this : 
that he underſtood the loan was to have been decided by fair 
and open competition, and upon the faith of that — Lap 
ing he had taken meaſures to enable him to become an of- 
ferer by providing himſelf and getting his ftiends to provide 
and take qut of uſe a large fum of money in order to meet 
that competition. Tf that had been the fact, Mr. Morgan 
muſt certainly have ſuſtained, a ſerious injury; but what ac- 
count did Mr. Morgan himſelf give in his evidence upon tha: 
point, He fays, in his teſtimony, that “ from the 26th of 
October 1795, to the 23d November, his conviction was 
ſtrong and poſitive that Mr. Boyd would be-preferred,” in 
other words, that during that time he perfectly underſtood 
that Mr. Boyd would have the loan; therefore, having this 
impreſſion conſtantly on his mind, it was impoſſible” that he 
could ſuſtain any injury. The following. quotation from 
part of Mr. Morgan's lege? corroborates this affection :— 


„On what authority, Mr. Morgan, did you reſt your belief on the 2gth of 
Otober, chat Mr. Boyd would have the loan ?* | 990 

Mr. Morgan. On confidential information, which I conſtantly received-up 
© to Tueſday the 24th of November. At che public meeting of the fubſcribers I 
© took notice of it in the manner that I do now, and obſerved, chat the gentle - 
© man who gave me the Information was in the room and heard me. I did tat 
* with a view that I might not be underſtood to allude to any body that was not 
* preſent, but I would not give up Eis name upon any conſideration.” * 


This part of Mr. Morgan's evidence was a complete refu- 
tation of his ſuppoſed belief, chat he was to have the loan; 
therefore it became him to give the neceſſary information to 
Vo- III. 1796. I his 
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his  {abſecibers, that they might not ſuffer any injury. But 
Mr. Morgan afterwards, when called upon ta ſtate his au- 
thority roſpecting the rumour that Mr. Bo was to have the 
loan, mentioned, that he was unacquainted with the perſon. 
The committee then put the following queſtions to Mr. 
Morgan: | t a, ai Tn 


; Then you never heard from whom by name, that perſon, whom, you do not 
© know, had his information on the ſubject ? i OED Crone mats 
Mr. Morgan.—l never heard that he had ever ſaid any nam: C4 
© As you ſaid you had heard Meſirs, Boyd and Co. were conſtantly aſſured 
© of having the loan, were any perſons, named from whom they had had that 
© aſſurance ?? | N e Gian | 
Mr, Morgan.—“ I always underſtood that they felt themſclves confident of 
© havingit; and fo I conſtantly had the confidential information, and it agreed 
© with public rumour ;—when I ſaid Meſirs, Boyd were aſſured, I meant they were 
«£ confident.” 81 1 8 | 
From. the foregoing paſſages, it is evident, that the uni- 
form impreſſion on Mr, Morgan's mind, founded in his con- 
fidential information, which was from a perſon, who had it 
from a perſon, who had it from another perſon, © that there 
was to be no public competition? Convinced of this impor- 
tant fact, Mr. Morgan, inſtead of diverting the attention of 
his friends, ought to have informed them of what he knew and 
ſaid. “ Go employ your money in ſome other way; go to 
« Mr. Boyd, he's to have the loan. It is impoſſible that I 
cc can aſſiſt you. | 
To the aſtoniſhment of the Committee, however, and 
every one, Mr, Morgan goes on to the twentieth of Novem- 
ber, receiving five per cent. and ten per cent. from his friends 
for the loan of eighteen millions, except, as could be proved, 
from particular favourites, knowing all the time chat he was 
precluded from any ſhare in the bargain, and that no advan- 
tage would be gained by the ſubſcribers on his liſt, merely to 
ive colour to ſubſequent proceedings, and to afford ſubject of 
lamation. If, therefore, Mr. Morgan's friends received 
any injury, they were not injured ſurely by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, but by Mr. Morgan, who induced them to 
take meaſures for fulfilling their engagements, when he knew 
they would not be accepted. Did then Mr. Morgan ſuſtain 
any injury by the tranſaction? certainly not; becauſe he aſſert- 
ed he knew Mr. Boyd would have the loan. Another teſti- 
mony againſt Mr. Morgan was that of Mr. Giles, the 
Governor of the Bank, who in his evidence ſaid, “ that he 
| | imag 
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imagined that Mr. Morgan believed that a real competition 
was to take place,” and Mr. Giles, in conſequence, declared 
that he had a much greater ſhare of the loan in Mr. Morgan's 
liſt than in Mr. Boyd's. So that ſomething ſeemed through- 
out extremely myſterious in the conduct of Mr. Morgan, who 
even by his on declaration, that he could entertain no hope 
of ſucceſs; makes it a condition with all the ſubſcribers, that 
they would not have any thing to do with any other than his 
monſpine liſt, thus depriving them of the advantage that was 
to be derived from joining in ſome other lift. So far gentle - 
men would perceive that it was unjuſtifiable to draw any thi 
from theſe facts, which could in the leaſt implicate the Chan- 
cellor the Exchequer. Mr. Morgan, throughout his exami- 
nation, ſays, ke had-confidential authority, on which he could 
rely as to the determination of the miniſter, to give a prefer- 
ence to Mr. Boyd: but when preſſed for his authority, he 
declined, though he admitted that the perſon who gave him the 
intelligence, was neither a ſervant of government, nor a per- 
ſon in confidence of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. If 
the reverſe were the caſe, his ſilence would be certainly praiſe- 
worthy and honourable. Indeed the whole of his teſtimony 
which related to the inviſible agent, partook ſo much of the 
ludicrous equivoque of modern comedy, that he could not 
help impreſſing it on the conſideration of the Houſe, There 
was no circumſtance in the fituation of the perſon who gave 
him this intelligence, he admitted, which entitled him to an 
particular credit, except that he believed him to be an boneft 
man. Thus the gentleman had not the circumſtance from the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer nor Mr. Boyd, but he had it 
from a perſon in the city, who, with the aid of rumour, he 
conſidered ſufficient, There was in fact in the evidence of 
Mr, Morgan, as many hearſays 2nd rumours, as the number 
of the reſolutions brought forward by the honourable gentle- 
man, Mr. Morgan came before parliament with what? 
With a petition complaining of groſs injury. But to whom 
did the miſconduct attach ?—certainly to himſelf, towards his 
own ſubſcribers, as muſt appear from his own teſtimony in the 
minutes of the report. 

In contemplating the whole of Mr. Morgan's evidence, 
it was evident that he was a perſon whoſe memory and judg- 
ment were by no means fo accurate, as to authorite any con- 
cluſions or eſtabliſh any facts tending to criminate an official 
character, ſo irreproachable as that of the Chancellor ot the 
Exchequer, and as to his experience in the tranſactions of 
loans, it could not be very profound, as he had'never been 

n | | con- 
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concerned in more than ine the year 


I 
ag therefore, diſpoſed of that part of the chatgs which 
ſuggeſted that Mr. Morgan had been injured by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, Mr. Douglas came to conſider the next 
— the charge, which is, „that the Chancellor of the 
chequer had always given a decided preference to a loan 
upon the principle of a fair competition; and that, in the 
preſent inſtance, he had departed from it.“ This brought 
him to the conſideration of the manner in which Mr. mae 
claim of preference was founded. | 
Mr. Douglas made ſeveral quotations from the evidence, the 
principal parts of which were: | 


Did you not object ſimply to any negotiation for a bew loan, e 
expiration of your contract for the preceding loan: 

Mr. Boyd.“ I certainly did not mention to the — the babe 
© when the report of the negotiation of the loan firſt became general, that our 
party conceived themſelves entitled to prevent the negotiation of any . loan, 
until the laſt payment of the preceding loan took place. 

About what time did you firft underſtand that a _ was likely to take place 
© for the ſervice of the year 1796? | 

Mr. Boyd.—* About the month of October. 5 

© Did you then, about that time, ſtate to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
the claim which you conceived to exiſt on the part of the ſubſcribers of the for- 
mer loan, fot a preference in any new loan that might be negotiated ? _ 

Mr. Boyd.—* I certainly did ſtate to the Chancellor of the Exchequer the right 
of the contraQors (not of the ſubſcribers) to objeQ to the negociation of the new 
loan: upon that occaſion the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſeemed unwilling to) 
admit of ſuch.a claim; and [ faid, that whatever right we might have, we 
c ſhould exerciſe that right with great liberality, It was * that occaſion that 
© the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he would ſend for our party to hear what 
they had to ſay, before any competition ſhould take place; but he ſeemed very 
e poſitively determined not to admit of the claim that I mentioned,” 

© About what period did this take place ? 

Mr. Boyd.“ I think it was in the month of October. 


Mr. Morgan's friends, as ſtated by Mr. Douglas, had re- 
ported that there was an ſeparate conference with Mr. Boyd. 
This was ſome deviation from the truth, as it was not a ſe- 
parate conference with Mr. Boyd alone, Mr. Giles, the Go- 
vernor of the Bank, and the Deputy Governor it appeared 
were preſent. In conſequence of what then - paſſed, it was 
agreed that a qualified competition ſhould be offered. Of 
the claim itſelf the honourable gentleman had, and the Go- 


ve tnor of the Bank admitted, that, at the tranſaction of 1 
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Jaſt year's loan, ſomething like a, promiſe was given, that” no 


other ſhould take place till that was diſpoſed of, that it was 
illogical, inconcluſive and confuſed, while he admitted that 


it was plauſibly and ably written, That it was an able ex- 
planation of the clauſe he agreed, and he thought it Tikewiſe 
latisfadtory. It was- indiſputable that the introduction of a 
new loan tended to depreciate the old. It was faid, that all 
the ſcrip-holders in the preceding year's loan were equal} 

intereſted im the matter with the eontractors, and equally en- 
titled to object with them. The contractors, however, were 
the only parties with whom the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had to do. The contractors, after running the rifk- that at- 


tended the tranſaction, were entitled to the advantage, nor 


could that be leſſened or withdrawn, more than the premium 
of an inſurer, when his adventure is ſucceſsful. The con- 


tractors: often keep in their own hands, for a conſiderable 
period, a great ſhare of the ſcrip, and reſerve the loſs and the 
profit to themſelves, Even though Mr. Boyd had overſtated - 


the quantity of floating ſcrip, and reckoned it 5,000,000; in- 
{trad of 3,090,000). the argument was not removed, but 
only weakened a little, in a * ar even that would have 
beep a great object to be affe 


ſituation could the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the guardian 


of the public faith, as well as the manager of its finances. re- 


jet a claim to which he was then pledged? A ſtrict adber- 
ence to an engagement, and a liberality beyond the reach of, 
little motives, muſt likewiſe produce a more powerful con- 
hdence, and more permanent advantages to the country than 
the ſaving of ts and a half per cent. The teſtimony of Mr. 
Morgan, who ſays that Mr. Boyd's preference was ſecured by 
his accommodation in the affair of the Hamburgh bills, is con- 


tradicted by the Governor of the Bank. The tranſaction 


was the anticipation of ſums provided by parliament, but 
which had not been paid up of the loans, and the perſon who 
acted as Mr. Boyd 44 upon the occaſion, was engaged in a 
concern were the faith of parliament ſecured him from loſs. 
Mr. Boyd made a profit of one per cent. on the advance of 
2, 500, 0. The opinion of the Governor of the Bank, 
when he ſaid that no private mercantile houſe could creditably 
have employed ſuch an expedient, was founded upon the idea 
of the treaſury or the government of the country being a com- 
mercial houſe, while the public faith of the nation were in 
reality pledged. The form of bills was thought preferable ta 
treaſury warrants, becauſe bills were much better ſuited to 
ne gotiation and mercantile purpoſes. N82 = 
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Mr. Boyd, in his evidence, as the report evinces, ſtated 
expreſsly that he himſelf fuggelied the plan to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. 


c W. the emoont of the fog dl h e in this manoer ?? 
Mr. Boyd Not more than 700,000,” 5 
Are you certain jt was as much ?* 
Mr. Boyd.——*, It certainly was not more.” 
Where was Mr. Walter Boyd, junior, at the time theſe bills were drawn ?* 
Mr. Boyd. In London.” 
© Where was he at time the bills bear date? 
Mr. Boyd. He was at ICT as is mentioned in my "= to Mr. 
Long. 
© What was the reaſon for antedating' thoſe bills? ls 
Mr. Boyd .,* Becauſe, if they had bern dated at the time they were 9 
© they muſt have born date at London, which would have immediately publiſhed 
© the tranſaction, which, for the beſt of al purpoſes (I mean the public ſervice) 
© I was fo ſolicitous to conceal,” 
© Were any of theſe bills offered for diſcount at the Bank ? 
© Mr, Boyd. None of them were ever offered by me, or by my houſe. 1 
« cannot ſay whether, after I had negotiated theſe bills, any of them were offered 
at the Bank by the indorſees. 
© Do you conſider it as a regular commercial tranſaction for a _— to draw 
© bills as from RE. when he i is actually in London? 
© Mr. Boyd. Certainly it is not the uſual mode, and indeed cannot be that 
in which commercial tranſactions generally take place. 
© Is ſuch a praftice deemed mow the merchants a regular commercial tranſ- 
action?“ 
Mr. Boyd.“ The queſtion itſelf ſhews inconteſtibly, that it cannot be a regu_ 
c lar tranſaftion—it is as regular as the circumſtances of the caſe, with all the 
« views which it was neceſſary to conſider at the time, could admit of—it would 
have been eaſy for me to have rendered the tranſaction much more regular, by 
« giving orders to a houſe at Hamburgh to draw theſe bills upon the Treaſury 
© but then I muſt have communicated to that houſe the objects of the drafts, 
« which I wiſh'd to confine as much as poſſible to the knowledge of my own houſe, 
© and thoſe immediately connected with it; and I muſt likewiſe have paid that 
© houſe a commiſſion for drawing the bills, which would have thus become « 
© charge upon the Treaſury,” | | 


Whatever gentlemen might chuſe to Abuse; Mr. Dug- 
Jas ſaid, the anticipation, through the medium of the Ham- 
burgh Bills, was a fair tranſaction, though perhaps not ſtrictly 
commercial. But it was between the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, on the one hand, and Mr, Boyd, as a merchant and 
8 922 on the other. The latter had the fauth of government 

pledged 
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pledged to him on the ſubject, confirmed by the ſanction of par- 
ſiament. If the whole tranſaction had been merely verbal, 
Mr. Boyd would have been' entitled to have come to the bar of 
the Houſe and demanded the fulfilment of the agreement, It 
was therefore immaterial whether he poſſeſſed a treaſury war- 
rant or mere memorandum. Neither required ſtamps; and 
the bare. word' of the Chancellor of the Exchequer was ample 
ſecurity for Mr. Boyd. | 

So much for the Hamburgh Bills; to return again to the 
conſideration of the loan, it was next faid, that terms of 
the loan were bad, and that better could have been obtained; 
and here he muſt» take ſome fort of notice of the contradictory 
allegations of gentlemen on the other fide of the Houſe. They 
are conhdent that more advantageous terms might have been 
had, that a declaration of the miniſter, that the qualified com- 
petition was at an end, would have multiplied the offers to 
contract. While they exhibit this plenitude of confidence in 
the reſources of the country, this flux of money from the mer- 
cantile part of the community, they, upon other queſtions, 
repreſent the reſources to be dried up, and the country in a 
{tate of alarm at the rapid progreſs of approaching ruin. 
Among the curious aſſertions that were let out in the courſe of 
the ſpeech of an honourable member was an intimation, that 
no bonus ſhould exceed 4, or 5 per cent. Yet he was at a total 
loſs to conceive upon what principle this curious and original 
datum was — 7 A bonus was a compenſation for riſk 
ariſing out of the varying poſition of events, to occur between 
the period of contracting and the completion of the payments. 
It could not be expected that a man was to bind himſelf to reſ- 
ponſibility for millions, engage and combine others in his views 
to forward his intereſt, and that by the ſecurity of their cha- 
rafter and credit, without ſome advantage held out as an in- 
ducement to him ta venture ſo fat, on the part of the country. 
As to the difference between this bonus and the application of 
money to intereſt, he remarked, that it might be converted 
into intereſt by the purchaſe of annuities. | 

On the 25th of November, when the contract with Mr, Boyd 
was made, 3 per cents. were at 674. On the yth of Decem- 
ber, they were 681. Here then was a riſe of one cent. Cal- 
culating diſcount, therefore, on gol. and not on 100l. when 
ſpeaking of ſtock, this one per cent. was on money lent 1. 
Mr. Morgan ſtated, that he would have taken this loan at 
2]. 145. He owned he doubted it exceedingly. He ſhewed, 
however, that upon a fair examination of the buſineſs, the dif- 
ference came to this; Mr, Morgan would have gained only 
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one ſhilling per cent. upon this buſineſs.” Could any body bc- 
lieve ut w Emi fre upon 18 millions, — 
ſerious injury? Does any one believe a mereantibe man wu! 
go the whole length of forming his Hſt, intereſtinmg bis con- 
nections, ſtanding the ciſſe of events, bec. for the conſideration 
of one ſhilling per cent. But he comes afterwards and tells 
you, that he dares to ſav he ſhould have taken it at 21. 168. 6d. 
Gar any man ſay he believes him? ooo Os om thy 

He did not mean to inſinuate any thing againſt the credibi- 
lity of this gentleman as to r. poſiti ve and per- 
ſonal; itcould not he hoped; be imagined that he was uſing what 
he ſtudiouſly meant to thun, any harſhneſs of empreſſion upon 
the occaſion; but when that gentleman, by a ſpitit of retro- 
active divination, ventured to predift hat he thought, under 
certain conditions, he might, or might not, have brought his 
mind to, he preſumed he might be permitted to doubt the cor- 
rectneſs of Mr. Morgan's memory, or the ſonndnaſs of his 


judgment. Nay, he would go ſtill farther, and would refer 


the Houſe to obvious confiderations, tending to demonſtrate 
.prudentially ſpeaking, with reference to the exiſting eitcum- 
ſtances, this could not have been the opinion of Mr. Morgan 
himſelf, But after all he would aſk, even if the country was to 
gain 333, oool. or 900,000. by 3 A * which he 

ant, admit was not complete till ratified by parſiament, would 

even that ſum be adequate to compenſate the ſtab/which pub- 

lic credit and the credit of government would receive by ſuch 

an unprecedented procedure nen 

Another ſubject of remark on the other ſide was the cir- 
cumſtance of the loan being given all in 3 per crots. and it is 
thereby intimated that the commitffioners for liquidating the 
national debt from the ſcantineſs of that fund were compelled 
to purchaſe in the 4 fer cents. © But he was ſhocked at the un- 
5 art hu and unwarrantable infinuation;” Gracious God 
ould any one for a moment think that perſons veſted with ſo 


ſacred a character as that of public guardians of the nation 


honour, could enter into the ulation of accommo- 
dating the ſubſcribers to a loan? It was art outrage on com- 


mon ſenſe, and an inſult upon men in general hole combined 
ard individual characters were Tuperior to calumny and above 
temptation. Nor in fact was the tranſaction a matter com- 
pletely within their operation; they, 4s well as other men, 
acling in truſt; repoſed ſomewhat upon the diſeretion o a bro- 
ker. Was there, he would af, nô reaſon to be aſſigned why 
be did not purchaſe in the 3 per cents; as well as the 4 the 


truth was, the books of the conſols were ſhut at the time of 


their 
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heir purchaſe; No evidence therefore exiſted to prove tha 
more Cable terms _—_ have been obtained. of 
Having, treſpaſſed ſo long upon the patience of Fm Hou 
Mr. Douglas ſaid, he was nevertheleſs yet compelled to reque 
their . to 2 few words upon the charge touching che 
King's meſſage. That meſſage it had been laid, the. right 
honoutable gentleman muſt have known ſome days before, 
and muſt alſo have been aware that. the nature of it would 
produce a riſe in the public funds. To that the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer the agent. of the. public, high in office, and 
unimpeacheable of integrity, had aſſerted that he had it not in 
his power ſooner to communicate it; and he could not but 
give implicit credit.to ſuch an aſſertion. It had been remark; 
ed, that thus ſituated, it was the duty of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. to have contracted for a_ ſhort loan; and after+ 
wards have procured for the public the full benefit of the graci+ 
ous declaration, in his Majeſty's meſlage. A n 
Such a meaſure, it was eaſy to demonſtrate, would have 
been acting on very ſhallow policy, and calculated to augment 
the confidence and inſolence of the enemy; whom it rather 
became us to daunt, by the ſpontaneous and full diſplay of the 
reſources againſt which they had to contend, than to exhibit 
ourſelves ſtruggling with narrow ſupplies, and as if unable 
furniſh, but by ſcanty ſubſidies, the demand of another 1 
war in which we were engaged. The whole of this argument 
hinged upon an unwarrantable inference of the effect of the 
mellage, which, it was ſtated, muſt confidently be relied on 
to produce a riſe in the funds, - = 2 81 
Let it be remembered, however, it was a matter abſolutely 
certain, that thoſe very competitors with Mr. Boyd themſelves 
doubted the manner of its operation, Mr, Morgan's idea that 
the Joan muſt inevitably have been his, if Mr, Boyd had been 
diſmiſſed, was a ſtrange conception; did it naturally follow 
that we muſt be in love with a Welſhman, becauſe wg. don't 
love a Scotchman? What could be the ground of this aſſum- 
ed confidence and ſecurity; , There might. ſtill, be ſaid, be 
other leſs important points, but he had already conſidered ih 
general arguments. The reſolutions in his opinion, with the 
object to which they were directed, were altogether unwar- 
ranted by the evidence. 'T here might be principles of them 
which he could admit, and. facts that be. did not deny, and 
coupled as they were with ſtrong implied cenſure, he could 
not give them his concurrenge. He ſhould conclude theſe, 
his obſervations with a remark as to the-reſult of the moſt at» 
tentive conſideration of the evidence? that nothing Which had 
Vox. III. 1796. 2 appeared 
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appeared upon inveſtigation did in the lighteſt degree affect 
the purity of the Chancellor of the Exchequet, whom the re- 
ſolutions” of the honourable gentleman” tended to'implicate in 
a cenſure conveyed by all of them, except one, which it was 
therefore mockery to paſs.” He objected to them in tots, 
HFle proteſted againſt the whole thirty-nine articles, [a loud 
laugh] which, while the laſt acquitted the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer of perſonal peculation, yet affixed upon him the 
blackeſt crime, treated indeed as a_ mere peccadillo, a crime 
worthy of impeachment equally with any offences commonly 
its ſubject, namely, the 2 been an improvident ſteward 
of the public intereſt. He ſhould therefore move, that the 
whole ſtring might be got 1id of by the previous queſtion, as 
containing unworthy and unfounded inſinuations. Nor was 
this all that it was becoming that Houſe to do; it ſhould go 
further: an allegation had been made, it had gone abroad be- 
fore the public, this allegation had been — unfounded; 
not a particle of improvidence, much leſs direct pecula- 
tion, could be even attempted to be ſubſtantiated, the mere 
refutation by a vote of contempt, an unanimous negative was 
not enough; it was not ſufficient that the Houſe declared there 
was no cauſe of blame; they were called on to ſay that they ap- 
proved, to vindicate the integrity of the miniſter, and to con- 
vince the country what ſenſe that Houſe entertained of his ho- 
nour and judgment. Firſt, therefore, he ſhould have the 
Nr of ſubmitting an amendment upon the leading reſo- 

ution of the honourable gentleman. e W 

In place of the long ſtring of invidious reſolutions moved 
dy the honourable gentleman, he ſhould move in ſubſtance, 
that it appeared to that Houſe after full examination into the 
ſubject, that the late loan had been contracted with due regard 
to the national intereſt, and in the moſt advantageous man- 


ner, &c, ut | | — 
And, for ever to do away the ſtigma of the fortieth reſolu- 
tion from even the friends of the miniſter, he ſhould ſubmit the 
propriety of one expreſſing it to be the ſenſe of that Houſe, 
chat there was not the ſlighteſt ground for ſuſpecting any per- 
fan connected with government, of availing themſelves of any 
opportunity of peculation from the knowledge of circumſtances 
tending to raiſe the public funds, &co 
Mr. Douglas then moved, to leave out all the words of the 
reſolution, moved by the honourable gentleman, after the 
words © public ſervice,“ and to inſert other words by way of 
amendment, in which caſe, if his propoſition were agreed to, 
the queſtion amended, would ſtand as follows s: = 
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That it appears to this Houſe; that the principle of makivg loans for the pub. 
lic ſervice by competition, which/was introduced, and has In general, been ated 
oon, by the preſent Chancellor of the Exchequer tras been productive, in many 
inſtances, of great public advantage; but, that" this principle could not be ap- 
plied in its full extent to the bargdin for the late loan, conitently with the pe- 
tali eircumſtances of the caſe, and with that attention to tHe equitable lala oy 
individuals, which ought always to be ewa in tradfaRtions with thek on the 
tas voy ASS . ies zeae 
The amendment was immediately ſeconded. | 
Mr. Francis faid, that he would not Jong detain the, Hg 
by what he had to offer, being extremely anxious to hear w 
the Chancellot of the Exchequer had to ſay for bimfelf, or 
whether he meant to reſt his defence on the arguments of the 
learned gentleman, There were, however, ſome parts of the 
learned gentleman's ſpeech, upon which, as a member, of the 
committee of enquiry, and of that Houſe, he felt it to be a duty 
to the country, to the Houſe, and himſelf to ſay a few words; 
they ſhould be but a few, as the learned gentleman by the ex- 
traneous and irrelevant matter introduced, ſeemed to have 
miſtaken what ought to be the real ground of his nog or 
to have endeavoured to divert the attention of the Houſe from 
the real object of the enquiry, He role, therefore, principally, 
Mr. Francis declared, to ſet the Houſe right and prevent their 
being miſled. He confeſſed he entertained little hope of con · 
vincing the right honourable gentleman, that the reſolutions. 
ought” to be adopted; ſince he had ſaid, that true or falſe, he 
was to reject them without diſtinction. He ſhould by no 
means go into minute calculations; being thoroughly con- 
vinced to what Nender purpoſe they were ever adduced ina 
popular afſembly, and with {what little attention they were 
accompanied, Bens, ſuch minuteneſs was by no means 
material to the object under conſideration. In the contem- 
plation of the preſent ſubject, it was not the aſcertaining 
whether ſhillings or pence, more or leſs,” were gained or loſt; 
they would not be attended to he believed, nor, did he think 
they merited attention there or elſewhere. Tbe learned gen- 
tleman had completely miltated the ground of argument, and 
argued upon matters not eſſential to the point in iſſue, viz, the, 
queſtion how far the Chancellor of the Exchequer has made 
a provident bargain for the public, and if he 3 290g to what 
motives his conduct might fairly be imputed?” The firit might 
be proved, the ſecond could only be matter of inference; (it 
never ſtom the nature of the caſe, could be aſcertained and, 


eſtabliſhed by evidence. No man accuſed” was entitled, tg, 
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that he had. ated faithſully, becauſe the worſt motives poſſible 
were not to be proved by witneſſes againſt him. Inu fact, al- 
moſt the whole of the learned 9 5 had been a 
digreſſion from the queſtion. He had inceſſantly travelled out 
of the record; but before be ſat down, Mr. Francis ſaid, he 
would endeayour to bring him back to the queſtion. He had pro- 
pronounced a panegyric upon the Chancellor of the Exchequer's 
character, and argued as if his perſonal corruption had been the 
ſole object of enquiry, What had that to do with the ſubject be- 
fare the Houſe? Had any man either in, or without it, ventured 
to infinuate or imagine, that he (the Chancellor of the Exche- 
_ had the folly or depravity to be corrupt in his own per- 

h? Was ſuch a ſuſpicion calculated to fall in with the con- 
ception every man muſt entertain of the right honourable 


* 


gentleman's underſtanding? Moſt aſſuredly ſuch an idea 
never was intended to be impreſſed by either his honourable 
friend or the committee at which he preſided. Here therefore 
his fpeech came under the deſcription of a defence, without a 
charge; no corruption whatever had been alledged. _ There 
had Oh no charge, and he had mentioned it in the commit- 
tee that no defence was required. Their anxiety on this head, 
however, produced all the effect and ſuſpicion of ſolicitous 
defence without previous accuſation. Tbe learned gentleman 
had laid confiderable ſtreſs upon the opinion of the committee, 
declared in the outſet of their report, viz. that, on the in- 
« ſpection of the liſts, as well as from the examination of the 
c parties, your committee ſee no ground to ſuppoſe, that any 
< interference took place, on the part of any perſons con- 
« need with government, in the diſtribution of any part of 
& the loan. That declaration, the learned gentleman hoaſted, 
had been made with the unanimous concurrence of the com- 
mittee, and expteſsly of the chairman and his colleagues; a 
deſcription of a part of the committee not very parliamentary 
in point of form, and perfectly unjuſt in its application. The 
word colleag us, applied in that manner, would have no meaning, 
if it were not intended to intimate that the committee was 
banded into parties, one of which was determined to cenſure 
and to condemn ; and that the opinion, if agreed to by two 
or three of them, who 1 be ſuppoſed to attend on the 
part of the oppoſition, muſt be unqueſtionably true in itſelf, 


and in all its „ 4 To this he would ſay, that he, 
for one, having diligently attended that committee until the 
laſt two days, which he imagined would have been occupied 
with the forms of cloſing it, as he conceived the buſineſs 
was in effect over, was not preſent when the preamble 2 
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the report was voted ; he, therefore, did not concur in that 
reſolution, — — believed — — who ns 
brought ſorward the enquiry, and ſeveral others gave it neither 
their countenance, nor 2 approbation. Had he received 
notice, or itnagined that it: was intended to eſix ſuch à pre- 
liminary reſolution to the report, he certainly would 
have attended to oppoſe it. In that ſenſe af it, and under the 
explanation he had giuen, the reiolution in queſtion could not 
de faid to have been the unanimous opinion of the commit- 
tee. It therefore proved nothing, being excluſtvely the act 
of the learned gentleman and the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer's'/ friends. . It was not therefore unanimoufly' carried, 
and he, for one, if he muſt ſo term them, proteſted againſt 
the opinion of his colleagues, in order that the Houle might 
know: what degree of weight was due to their preliminary reto- 
Jution : Thus this reſolution, upon which ſo much ſtreſs was 
laid, (ſeemed to be an itregular and unavailing opinion without 
authority and without concurrence. Nor was it a matter of 
light: moment to confider,, how that committee was conſti- 
tuted, nor for what purpoſe. The committee was appointed 
to ** enquire into the circumſtances of the negociation of the 
late loan, and were impowered only to repbrt the evidencce; 
©. as it thould appear to them, the Houſe.“ On the reſult or 
effect of that evidence or any part of it, they had no/authori= 
ty to report an opinion. Nor could they have it otherwiſe 
than by expreſs terms in the reſolution of the Houſe: © Waving 
that ohjection, however, which in limme was deciſive, let 
them eonſider a little what the declaration in itſelf amounts to, 
and taken with all its circumſtances, what weight it was en- 
ttled to. The committee fag,” that, © on inſpection of the 
« liſts; &c. they ſee no ground to ſuppoſe that any interfer- 
© ence has taken place; &c. Was that enough? Did the 
coutrary appear from the evidence? If it did not, the nega- 
tive propoſition leſt its own queſtion untouched. What n- 
portance did it derioe from the perſons, ho coneurred in iv? 
He ſpoke not of the formal conſtitution of the committee, but 
of the materials, of which it was in fact compoſed. He 
meant nothing perſonal, but it would have been fruitleſs in 
him and his honourable frionds to have given any oppoſition 
to a reſolution ſupported by 20 or upwards, ho attended for 
the purpoſe ol defending: the conduct of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, and, being all honourable men, in proportion to 
thejr ſenſe of honour were moſt likely to bo influenced in fu 
Your of their benefactor. Any implied approbateniwyhich the 
committee beſtowed therefore could not infer inconſiſtency in 

him 
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him or his honoutable friends. He did not mean any thing 
diſteſpectful to thoſe gentlemen in their private capacity, but 
their publie ſituation ought to be conſidered in their teſtimon 
of approbation; he would ftate a caſe which would anſwet᷑ his 
1 and at the fame time avoid any thing like invidious 
perſonality. Suppoſe, for inſtance, his right honourable friend 
(Mr. Fox) were Chancellor of the Exchequer, and that he 
had been the ſubject of ſuch an accuſation; would it very 
much tend to clear his reputation, that a committee compoſed 
of the Secretaries of the Treaſury, the Paymaſters- General, 
ſome of the members of the Board of Admiralty, and Board of 
Controul, all appointed by himſelf, pronounced him blameleſs? 
Put this opinion of theirs into a reſolution, that he was the 
faireſt and pureſt miniſter this em ad ever known, what 
weight could they expect it to carry? Not the weight of a 
feather. But his right - honourable friend, he well knew 
would not in à caſe of the kind rely upon ſuch wretched evi- 
dence for his acquittal. 5 A | 
It was extraordinary that the learned gentleman ſhould ne- 
ver have conſidered in theſe reſolutions the only material queſ- 
tion, whether in this tranſaction any eſſential benefit was loſt 
to the public? The injury had been completely overlooked 
by the learned gentleman, who had been labouring ſolely to 
refute what never was advanced, and to diſprove what no man 
had ever ſurmiſed; He ſhould think, therefore, that the Chan- 
cellor of the-Exchequer would not reſt entirely pleaſed with this 
imputed innocence, however reſpectable in private life, his col- 
leagues might be. The learned gentleman had ſaid a great deal 
with great aſperity, and he thought with no little injuſtice, againſt 
the credibility of Mr. * evidence, grounded on the ex- 
treme intereſt, which he ſuppoſes Mr. Morgan to have had to 
miſrepreſent ſuch parts'of the miniſter's conduct as affected 
himſelf, and to ſtate them in his own "favour. He had alſo 
taken pains to prove that Mr. Morgan was not inſured, and 
had no reaſon to complain. Mr. Morgan's intereit was not 
the principle inquiry which the honourable gentleman who 
moved it, or the committee, had im view; neither was Mr. 
Morgan's credibility the proper queſtion, but it had been the 
honourable gentleman's object to withdraw the attention of 
the Houſe from the true point, and to miſlead by evading the 
proper ſubjedt. Mr, Morgan was a credible witneſß wbere 
he aſſerted nothing improbable, and he believed he was ſincere 
in his offers, becauſe they were reaſonable, and yet yielded a 
nie fr nee 5 op 
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Mr. Francis ſaid, he had no acquaintance at all with that 
tleman z he never ſaw him until he was examined as a 
witneſs, by the committee, and then he muſt confeſs that, in 
his temper and deportment, he ſaw no indications of deep de- 
ſign, of cool, thoughtful, guarded cunning. . To judge of him 
by appearances, there never, perhaps, was à man ſo little 
qualified by nature for the part of an impoſtor. He -muſt be 
an ideot, indeed, who could be impoſed upon by Mr, Morgan. 
Mr. Francis declared he gave him credit for what he ſaid, be- 
cauſe he ſaid no-more than was probable. On the other hand, 
if, with the moſt unimpeached character, he had ſtated things 
utterly improbable, his character alone would not have ſecur- 
ed this evidence from ſuſpicion. In by much the greateſt 
part of it, he was ſupported by the -concurring teſtimony of 
various other witneſſes: On that aſſertion, on which the 
learned gentleman denies that any credit was due to Mr. 
Morgan, and which, as he affirms, muſt have been a mers 
after-thought and ſubſequent- invention, when he knew | the 
terms on Which the loan was actually ſettled with Mr. Boyd, 
viz. « that on the 25th of November, if he had been called 
upon on that day he would have offered thoſe terms for the 
« loan, which he ſtated to the committee, and by which, if 
« they had been accepted, an advantage of 499,500], would 
„have accrued to the public.” He for one, Mr. Francis 
declared, gave Mr. Morgan entire credit. | Becauſe he 
knew that, on thoſe terms, the loan would ſtill have been ex- 
tremely profitable to the ſubſcribers, and becauſe he had good 
reaſon to believe, from particular inquiry, that men of the firſt 
property in the city would have been . to have gone halves 
with Mr. Morgan in that bargain. Was there any thing in- 
credible in his aſſertion, that he would have made ſuch an 
offer as he ſtated? Aſk any intelligent man to compare the 
offer with the circumſtances in which it was made, and he 
would ſay he would not have heſitated to act in the ſame 
manner. f 91 
He did not mean then, and with their preſent knowledge; 
dut on the 2 5th of November and with all — circumſtances 
in their view, by which, tranſactions of that ſort are com- 
monly governed, as they aQually ſtood on that day. With 
regard to motives of a great intereſt, which might influence 
the teſtimony, and leſſen the credit of Mr. Morgan, let it be 
remembered that all the competitors had an intereſt of the 
ſame Find, and full as conſiderable as he had. To believe by 
election was to act partially, and indicated an intereſt in the 
exaa. iner juſt as much as in the witneſs, What bowevet * 
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all that to the purpoſe? What had they to do with Mr. 
Morgan's. intereſt, or with the injury, which, in his own 


opinion or any other, he is ſuppoſed to have ſuffered ?' The 


learned gentleman travels out of the record. In the reſolu- 
tions propoſed to the Houſe by the chairman of the com- 
mittee, there is not a ſingle word on either of thoſe points, 
The true and only object of inquiry both there and in the 
committee was, whether the intereſt of the public was or was 
not faithfully guarded by their repreſentative and truſtee, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ; whether the public had or had 
not been eſſentially injured by any act or omiſſion of his in 
the ſettlement of that loan, which he had at his ſole diſpoſal. 

Mr. Morgan, however, it appeared, was not to be credited, 
becauſe he ſuſpected the Chancellor of the Exchequer of col- 
luſion with Mr. Boyd ? Was he the only perſon, to whom 
that ſuſpicion occurred? Let them look at the evidence of 
Mr. Melliſh. That Gentleman's character at leaſt was un- 
ſuſpected. When Mr. Boyd and Mr. Robarts were called 
out of the room at Mr. Pitt's, (on the 25th of November) 
« ] had a ſuſpicion that it would not be by competition, and 
« ſaid, hey day ! a ſecret committee!“ I believe, Sir, I ſhal! 
be able to make it appear that what then was ſuſpicion to Mr. 
Melliſh, ſhould now be conviction to this Houſe. The learn- 
ed gentleman objects, with great vehemence and indignation, 
to the two laſt reſolutions, as if they contained propoſitions 
palpably falſe or monitrouſly abſurd, The former and 
to that part of it he would confine himſelf at prefent, that the 
loan was a gift to Mr. Boyd. The evidence proves that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Who had uniformly profeſled 
and held up the principle of free- and open competition, and 
who had invited the competitors to his houſe to bid for the 
loan, did, on the 25th of November for the firſt time, and 
after a ſeparate conference with one of the parties, propoſe to 
the other competitors another principle of what is called a 
qualified competition, which they inſtantly refuſed, and which 
the governor of the Bank tells you, that in their place, he 
would not have accepted. Mr. Boyd ſays, We were very 
willing to leave the fixing of the price of the loan to the 
„Chancellor of the Exchequer.” The governor of the 
Bank ſays, & "Their anſwer was, that they would truſt to 
« Mr, Pitt's candour, and take it on his own terms.” And 
in a few minutes, the loan was theirs.. If this be not a gift, 
in all its effects, Mr. Francis faid, he ſhould be curious to hear 
the learned Gentleman's definition of that word, and ſuppot- 


ing ita gift, in what terms be would deſcribe it. The learued 
| gentleman 
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entleman did not den 1 . oa evious erence ces, all Juded, t 
in the third re alutian, but W. ene it ſe parate, 
The A * M44 is. idea LG 52 and talculated 15 12 
vey à falſe idea of ren as * * it had been ſecret, 
whereas it was held ip ryan of the be Gore nor and Deputy 
of the Bank. It c y,was ſo.. The conference Was ne 
vertheleſs Re in the — 5 and meaning of the reſolution. 
It was held with one of the Naa while the other 15 we 
excluded The competitors were allembled, by appoint me / 
from the Chancellor, of the Exchequet, to bid pp: the loan, as 
they thought, on qual terms. Ma Governor of the ir | 
ſays, that on the 23d of Noyember, &« T aſked him intedly 
the queſtion, Whether. it was, to be by competition! and 
told me, certainly it would, and that. I might tell the peo 
men; and theo £ my ſuſpicions were 7 rel 1 - When the. 


parties meet, the | Ae 


etition- 

| Thels of £6. reſolutions was ou Mr. Francis abedica, 
which filled the learged gentleman with particular indignation, 
which he could no wa endure, and which he ſaid, he would not 
only negative, but ſubſtitute another of his on in the room of 1 12 
Let that propoſed relalution be ever ſo defective, falſe or u 
the learned. gentleman ought. at all events to ſtate | it 195 
He aſked, whether it were poſſible to advance a 5 
more extravagant and abſurd, thaif that two millions and y 
half had been iven to the A en for the loan, and lolt to 
the public. The learned gentleman was not very exact in 
Rang ge loans. For ſhortneſs probably, or to lave time, 

Ny in round numbers, he always e &d it two millions 
aa a half, when the reſolutions ſpecify two millions one hun- 
dred and ſixty thouſand pounds. At this preciſe ſum the re- 
lolutions eſtimate the profits to the contributors at the expence 
of the nation; but do not lay that it was given to the tontrat- 
tors, or that the whole of it was loft to the nation, Undobt- 
edly a fait and eaſonable profit to the contributors gught to be 
allowed and deduRted. "The remainder” is evidently given 
away. But the "whole premium! is truly Rated as a prof t to the 
contributor, There} is no other way of deſcribing it. At 12 
er cent. on eighteen millions it amounts to 2,160,000. 1 
know that at one period the premium on thè loan roſe to twelve 
and a half per cent, and that ſome of the principal hoJders. o | 
amnium did. not (ell at that price or near it, as they migh "tay e 
done, becauſe they expected it to riſe to c 
Vox. III. 1796 Aa 
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o it would without doubt, if the expectations, fallaciouſly held 
1 by the King's meſſage of the 8th of Fa Mad nor 
been defeated” by the ſubſequent condua” of government, 
What the real intentiori of the meſſage was, I knbw not; but 
I know that it was calculated to anſwer à purpoſe, that it had 
a conſiderable effect, and that, fince that vive, the contents 
of it had been diſcarded and forgotten. 
I ſhall now endeavour, Sir, ſaid Mr. Francis, to ſtate to 
the Houſe, as briefly and giſtincétly as I can, that in my 
udgment, are net, and then what are the true eſſential points 
in iſſue, between thoſe who applaud, and thoſe who condemn 
the conduct of the Chancellor of the Exchequer in this tranſ- 
action, and which alone deſerye the attention of the Houſe, 
Every attempt to ſhift the queſtion or the charge from its real 
ground is, in ſome degree, an admiſſion. Men of experience 
and ability, who know the conſequence, would not reſort to 
bad logic, or to falſe ground, if they felt themſelves ſtrong, 
in fair and honourable argument, on the real merits of the 
ſubject. The line of examination, which the right honour- 
able gentleman's friends inceſſantly purſued in the committee, 
tended to prove ſome propoſitions, which were not in diſpute, 
The honourable Secretary of the Treaſury, I am ſure, will 
remember my having ſaid expreſsly that the reſult, though 
ever ſo fayourable to him, would be ſuperfluous, that it was 
a deſence without a charge, and that I cautioned him againft 
the natural inference that muſt be drawn from that mode of 
proceeding. They adhered to it in the committee, and the 
rely upon it in the debate, We ſhall fee with what effect. [ 
aſſert then that, 1 the learned gentleman to have 
roved, to his own entire ſatisfaction, that there is no ground 
to ſuſpect the Chancellor of the Exchequer of having turned 
the loan to his own account, or even of having diſtributed 
any portion of it among his friends in either Houſe of Parlia- 
ment, to reward or corrupt them, which for the ' preſent | 
neither affirm nor deny, he has proved nothing to the purpoſe. 
He has reſiſted vigorouſly where there was no attack, and ex- 
-hibited great courage, where there was no danger. He knows 
very well how difficult if not jmpoffible it is, even in the 
groſſeſt tranſactions, to obtain direct proof of corruption be- 
teen miniſters and members of parliament, He knows, or 
- ought to know that, in the preſent caſe, that ſort of charge 
was never attempted, My honourable friend, who moved 
- the inquiry, not only did not lay proſtitution or corruption t0 
the charge of the miniſter, in the ſenſe taken by the Jearned 
entieſbany bus dif expiely and repentealy dies i. 
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did I and others in the committee. Not that the contrary has by 
any means been made out in evidence. Of ſuch propoſiitons, 
the negative is full as difficult to prove, as the. affirmative, 
We ſaid, and we adhere to it, that it appeared to us that 4 
moſt improv ident bargain had been made for the public. We 
ſay now, and we have proved it, that, in every part the 
oy of the late loan, the public intereſt has been ſacrificed 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. If I am aſked, what could 
be his motives, my anſwer is that I cannot penetrate into the 
hearts of men, or judge of their intentions otherwiſe than by 
facts and circumſtances, and by a compariſon' between con- 
duct and profeſſions; but that in this'eaſe, in my opinion, ſuf- 
ficient ground is laid for all the concluſions drawn by the re- 
ſolutions, That point ſhall be confidered in its place. If I 
am aſked, whether 1 ſuſpect the right honourable gentleman 
of perſonal corruption in this buſineſs? I anſwer. frankly and 
without reſerve, No. I ſcorn to infinuate what I do not believe. 
either do I pretend to have ground to believe that the loan was 
diſtributed among the members of this Houſe, and therefore, 1 
lay nothing on that head, The diſtribution, in the city Lan- 
din, ſpeaks for itſelf. In that quarter undoubtedly, I ſulpect that 
corruption was intended, becauſe I ſee the effect. I ſee an ex- 
orbitant profit given, and a correſpondent conduct in thoſe, 
who received it, . But the Chancellor of the Exchequer, in his 
own perſon, is immaculate ! Tau may prove any thing elſe; but, 
ſince you cannot prove that he kept d ſhare in the han for hit 
own uſe, your objections and your charges fignify nothing. That 
is, we have proved nothing, \ becauſe we have not proved what 
we did not alledge. But after all, Sir, is it much to fay, 
for a man in his elevated ſituation, for. à man of his under- ' 
ſtanding, that he is not vile enough and fool enough to take 
money in his office] Could he do it, without the affiftance of 
a middle man, of an agent? Muft ke not employ a banyan; 
and if he truſted bim(cff to a third perfoh in a buſineſs ſo full of 
danger and difficulty, muſt he not be at once in the power of 
that perſon, and his ſlave for eyer? In all theſe tranſactions, 
there is undoubtedly a clear, available profit to the miniſter. 
But who is it ſuſ «ts him of taking it in ſpecie ? | The thing is 
morally impoſibl I acquit him on his underſtanding. 
In all the preceding obſervations, Sir, I have intended 
little more than to clear the ground, and open my way to the 
body of the queſtion, I ſhall ſtate it now in the only form in 
which I think it ought to be ſtated to a popular aſſembly, and 
in which I can hope to make myſelf underſtood. Minute cal « 
culations of pounds or — would not be attended to, nor 
a 2 1 
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would they be intelligible, at leaſt with any explanations of 
mine, I. may not ſucceed in aſcertaining the preciſe motives, 
on which the Chancellor of the Exchequer has acted. But 
; he has afted on motives inconſiſtent with his duty, and 

at he has wilfully ſacrificed the public intereft, (in fuch a 
man ] cannot attribute any thing to ignorance or ſurpriſe,) of 
which he was the -appointed' guardian, the ſpecial traftee,— 
theſe propoſitions, I am ſure I can make out. By what evi- 
dence ? By a concurrence, of , undiſputed facts and circum- 
ſtances which cannot lie, and all of them meeting in one 
central point, the profit of the contractors. I ſhall bring them to- 
gether as cloſely, and compare them as accurately as I can ; and 
then let it be ſeen whether, ſo collected and fo compared, they 
do not amount to a moral proof, whether they do not force you 
to a concluſion, which, whatever you may ſay, the human 
mind js not made to reſiſt, Judgment is not yet at the command 
of volition. , If it were, the right honourable gentleman un- 
doubtedly would be as ſecure of the eſteem, as he is of the 
partiality of this Houſe, On. the preſent queſtion, it is not 
within. the limits of poſſibility, that their "inclination and 


their egen ſhould really go together. Now, Sir, 1 


requeſt the Houſe, in obſerving the facts, to be attentive to 
the dates. I need not ſtop to prove that, to aſcertain the qua- 
lity of human actions, the date is very often an eſſential part 
of the fact. I ſhall ſtate nothing, in point of fact, but what 
is proved and admitted. Firſt, till the 23d of November 1795 
it appears that the Chancellor of the Exchequer adhered to the 
principle, which he had uniformly profeſſed, of free and open 
competition, and that, until the 25th of November, he did ncver 
expreſs an intention of departing from that principle. 'Second, 
by the evidence, on which the eleventh reſolution is founded, 
it appears that Mr. Boyd's ſuppoſed right to object to the ne- 
gociation of a new loan, was ſtated to the ancellor oi 
the Exchequer ſome time in October, and that he promiſed to 
ſend to Mr, Boyd and his party, to hear what they had to fay, 
before any. competition ſhould take place, but that, at that time, 
he ſeemed poſitively determined not to admit of their claim. He 
never ſent for Mr. Boyd, On the 23d of November he ſtill 
adhered to his plan of free and open competition, and invited 
the competitors to meet him on the 25th, in order to bid on 
that principle. The Houſe will obſerve that I ſpeak of facts, 
as they appear on the ſurface of the evidence, not as I think 
they really were. After being reminded of his engagement to 
Mr. Boyd, firſt in a converſation, and then by a letter of the 


24th of November, he ſays on the 25th, that 8 
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had come, but. recently to his knowledge, and that he did not 
admit any obligation to exiſt. He ſeems to have forgotten 
not only his original engagement to Mr. Boyd, but the re- 
vival of it in October; and indeed, not to have been very 
much ſtruck with the force of it, when it was again detailed 
to him on the 24th of, Noyember. Let us conſider a little 
what this right and claim is, which appears to have made ſo 
very ſlight an impteſſion on the memory and judgment of the 
1 of the Exchequer, but to which at laſt he ſubmits 
without reſiſtance, as if ke were ſuddenly overpowered by a 
tortent of conviction. In this place, Sir, it may be proper for me 
to premiſe, that whatever I x7 Fa theſe points is meant to beex- 
cluſively app! er, I have the pleaſure of know- 


ed to the mini 
ing Mr. Boy and ſhall always ſpeak of him, as I think, with 
the greateſt conſideration. Firſt of all Ifind; from Mr. Boyd's 
leiter, that the contract for the loan of laſt year, was en- 
tered into under the conditien, that no other public loan for 
this country ſhould be made until the period, fixed for the laſt 
payment of the loan then contracted for, ſhould have elapſ- 
ed.“ Here the claim begins with a poſitive condition. 
which, if it could be proyed, would make all general argu- 
ments ſuperfluous. Mr. Boyd allows that it was not reduced 
to a ſpecific form, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer: has 
no recollection of it. In a queſtion of mere fact, between 
him and Mr, Boyd, tho' rather too material to be readily for- 
gotten, J am willing to allow him the full benefit of a foeble 
memory. But obſerve what the nature and qualities of this 
right are, and then believe it, if you can, that a right, ſo 
founded and ſo qualified, ſhould eſcaped the attention of ſuch 
a man as. the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or that, when it 
was reyived and brought back to his view, it ſhould have made 
ſo very ſlight an impreſſion on his mind. Mr, Boyd ſays, it 
:5 a right founded in juſtice,” You may not remember an en- 
gagement; but juſtice, though often violated, is not quite ſo 
ealily forgotten., This right is alſo founded in the nature of 
things. A curious deſcription certainly of a claim to lend mo- 
ney, from a contractor to a Chancellor of the Exchequer. Or 
is it one of the rights of man newly imported from Paris? But 
it alſo, partakes of the quality of a metaphyſical right. Mr. 
Boyd contends, that it Was :nherent and inaliguablein him as a 
contractor; that, in that character, he could not ſeparate him- 
ſelf from. it, and that, as ſuch, his right and he were indiſſo- 
lubly attached to one another, and would have continued ſo, 
though he ſhould baye parted with all his ſhare in the loan, or 
eren tho* he neyer ſhould have held any part of it, but only 


have 
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have acted as agent for the other contributors; and tho? he 
himſelf 4dinits; chat the contractors for the loan of 1796, could 
not ſuffer” any pecuniary loſs by the introduction of a new 
loan, otherwiſe than as holders of ſcrip. His own words are, 


4 But I do not underſtand that, while I ſell or alienate a part 
<c of the loan, I'transfer any of the inalicnable andinherentright, 


« which belongs excluſively to me as a contractor This to 
mie, I conſeſs, Sir, is a new ſpeculation, and therefore it is 
poſſible that I may not be a proper judge of it. But this 1 
know, that all the witneſſes coneur in a very different opinion, 
viz. that as there could be no pecuniary loſs but to the holders 
of ſcrip,- all the contributors to the loan of 1795 had as good 
a claim, as the contractors, to à preference for the ſucceeding 
loan, in proportion to the amount of the ſhares in the loan of 
1795, then held by them reſpectively, and that not one of 
them, on that principle at leaſt, appears to have been conſi- 

dered in the preſent loun. eee 

“ But leaving this problem to' ſhift for itſelf, you will find 

that the fight, ſo claimed by the contraftor, has been rerogni/- 
id by conſtant practice and publie opinion. Here comes a queſ- 

tion of fact. Has it been the conflant practice? If it has, you 

have a cuſtom” without an inſtance. No ſimilar caſe has 

been ſtated. No example has been alledged to make good the 
affirmative. The truth is, that there never was a precedent 

in point. The Governor of the Bank ſay., * he does not 

<« recollect any loan made for the receipts to co out before 
<« the. others were totally extinct, and that Mr. Newland had 

looked back a great way, but, ſince the eſtabliſhment of 
<« the Bank, no new loan has been made, when two payments 
< of en one were not fulfilled, as in the preſent 

« caſe.” The alletted right of the contractor is therefore 
clearly not founded on conflant prodiice. But it would be 
treating ſuch a propoſition too gently, if I contented myſelf 
with ſaying, that it has not been proved. There is a decifive- 
fact on the other fide of the queſtion, which annihilates the 
allegation of practice. Allow me to ſtate this point diſtinctly: 
The moment you underſtand it, you muſt be convinced byrit. 

The contracters fay they cannot relinquiſh their right, without 
evident loſs. How are they to loſe? As holders of ſerip be- 

longing to the former loan, by the intreduttion' of eighiten mil- 


lions more into the market. But if you look to the evidence, 


you will find there is one opinion, in which all the witneſſes 
agree, viz, to ſpeak in the terms of the fourteenth” reſolution, 
6 That the value of the exiſting funds is affected in à far 
« greater degree by the negetiation for a new Joan, and - oof 

27 2 « ſet- 
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« ſettlement of the terms thereof, than by the making cho de- 
« poſit on ſuch loan after it is ſettled.” Mr. Boyd himſelf 
expteſsly objects to the negetiation of a new loan, while pay- 
ments on the former loan were depending; becauſe undoubt- 
edly, if injury be done to the holders of ſcrip, it muſt he by 
the negotiation and terms,” not by the depoſit. Now, "Sir, ſup- 
ſing this to he the truth, as it certainly is, it appears b 2 
evidence, in oppoſition to that conftant practice and apinion, 
alledged by Mr. Boyd, that, before all the payments were 
completed on the loan for 1794, a new loan for 1 795 Was 
negotiated with Mr. Boyd, while conſiderable ſums of the 
receding/loan were outſtanding; yet the contributors: to that 
oan did not object to ſuch negotiation, or make any complaint 
on account of it, You will find the fact more preciſely ſtated in 
the 15th, reſolution, I am not arguing now about the validity 
of Mr, Boyd's pretenſions to a preference ; but, ſuppoſing th 
to be good, in the ſenſe and to the effect ſtated; is it poſſible 
they could be forgotten? Or, if they were not valid, why 
did they prevail? It would not be difficult to aſſigu à proba- 
ble motive for the miniſter's conduct; but, as it would be 
ſaid to amount to nothing but ſuſpicion or conjecture, I ſhall 
leave it to every man, who obſervesthe facts, to conclude 
himſelf, There are ſtill ſome material circumſtances in this 
tranſaction, very well worthy of your attention. Mr. Boye 
obtains the preference, if not, as we call it, a gift of the los 
What follows? He trufts to the candour of the Chancellor 
the Exchequer, and agrees to take it on bis own terms, Wh⸗ 
recedes?—A ſingular fact. In the beginning of November, 
for the firſt time, the commiſſioners appointed to buy up the 
public debt, began to make purchaſes in the 4 per cent. ſtock. 
The bargain for the loan was fixed by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer himſelf in the 3 per cents only. That is, he did 
every thing, that depended on him, to lower the value of that 
commodity which he meant to diſpoſe of. The 4 per cents roſę 
of courſe, by this new and unexpected inveſtment of more than 
half a million in ready money. Whatever that adyanta; 
amounted to, ought to have been given to the 3 per cents, in 
which the bargain for the loan was concluded. The learned gen- 
tleman ſays that, in Nov. 1795, the purchaſes by the commiſſi- 
oners could not be made in the 3 per cents annuities; becauſe, 
in that month the books in thoſe annuities were ſhut, So they 
were in 1794. So they were in every preceding ear... The 
times, at which the ſeveral books are ſhut, in all the funds 
reſpeQively, never vary. Did that difficulty occur in 1794 
or 1793? Did the Commiſſioners ever purchaſe in the 4 per 
cents. befare November laſt? Never. Again I ſay, 4 al 
tollows the ſettlement of the loan? Another fact, molt ſingu- 
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lar in its appearance, | moſt” important in' ts effects. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer makes the bargain on the 
25th of November; but does not bring forward the budget till 
2 December. On the length of that interval And its 
equences, I ſhall obſerve preſehtly;” But here comes the 
queſtionable point of all. The very e e et) the 
miniſter delivers a meſſage from his Majeſty, from Which all 
men concluded, chat a negotiation for peace was oft foot, or 
very likely to take place. The value of the loan immediately 
roſe above 5 per cent. or 900,000): on the capital, which weaffirm 
was to all intents and purpoſes à Voluntary, determined, and 
meditated gift to the contractors at the expence of the pub- 
ic. If the Chancellor of the Exchequer hould-alledge that 
this effect of the meſſage was not to be foreſeen, or that in fact 
he did not foreſee it, I ſhall leave the firſt of thoſe” allegations 
to the judgment of the Houſe, and of the world; the fecond [ 
ſhall not contradict. They, who take him at his word, muſt 
defend his integrity at the expence of his ſagacity, on a point 
that could not eſcape the meaneſt underſtanding.” In fo groſs 
a miſtake, it is not poſſible that common ſenſe and common 
honeſty ſhould have acted together. Of the effect at leaſt, 
there can be no doubt. No man will deny that, if he had timed 
and graduated theſe ſeveral acts as he ought to have done, I 
mean the loan, the budget, and the meſſage, the public might 
have had the benefit of that advance in te funds, which was 
produced by the meſſaggſe. as Sree 
The 29th" reſolution fates,” in moderate terms, that the 
interval of twelve days, between the ſettlement and the budget, 
is unuſual, and not likely to be productive of any advantage 
to the"public. Tbe fact is that, by any delay of the budget 
aſter the bargain, the public cannot poſſibly gain, but may 
poſſibly loſe. © With reſpect to the contractors, the direct re- 
verſe is the caſe. If, in that protracted interval, political 
events bf A favourable nature ſhould happen, by which the 
rice of ſtocks ſhould be * 1 the contractor 
the whole benefit of the rife, Whereas, if the contrary 
ſhould happen, whether by misfortunes abroad, or any other 
ſiniſter event; and if, in conſequence, the loan, "Inſtead of 
bearing a ptemium of ten or twelve per cent. ſhould fall con- 
ſiderably undet pat, whit remedy has the public againſt the 
contractors? or would they, if they could, eriforce the con- 
tract to the ruin of the parties? No, Sir, we all know that it 
would not be attempted-. The Jearned "gentleman admits, 
with truth and candour, that parliament; in ſuch à caſe of 
Pure misfortune,” would relie ve the contractor. I ſay — 
1 5 * b dads $ 3d ö 198. n 
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would, becauſe they ought to do ſo. For reaſons of this na- 
ture, it was formerly the conſtant. rule not to conclude the 
bargaia till the day before the budget. Even in later times, 
the interval has ſeldom, exceeded two days. Suppoſing that, 
in a dung view, it might have been adviſeable to conclude 
the bargain for the loan at ſo. very early a period of the ſeſſion, 
why did not the budget immediately follow ? If other wiſe, 
why might not the bargain have waited for the budget) On 
this point, one argument only has been urged, with a great 
deal of pomp and emphaſis, namely, that it was good policy to 
take the earlieſt moment poſhble, after the meeting of parlia- 
ment, to exhibit. to the enemy the extent of our teſources, and 
the facility, with which the enormous capital of eighteen mil- 
lions ſterling could {ill be raiſed in this country. It does not 
yet appear that this eager exhibition of our extravagance has 
made any material impreſſion on the enemy. As far as I can 
dilcoyer, they have, not yet been much appalled by it. But, 
de it ſo. Moo the policy to be good, whether in this in- 
{tance it ſucceeded, or not. How will the right honourable 
gentleman anſwer this queſtion? If the policy was good: in 
November, 1595, it may be ſo equally in November 1796. 
Then why have you now, for the firſt time, introduced inte 
the contract for. the preſent loan a. ſpeciſic ſtipulation, thas 0 
payment on any new loan ſhall be made till. after the laſt payment 
on this loan, that is till after the 15th f December 1996? 
How do you, know that, before that day, it may be indiipen- 
lably neceſſary to/qaile! another loan fur the public ſervice ? 
On your own, principles, you have diſarmed your government 
of a powerful, or at leaſt of an inſtrument of terror, from 
which as you contend, à great effect might be expected. 
Let the caſe he ever ſo preſſing, let the opportunity be ever ſo 
favourable, your hands are tied. Lou cannot reſort to your 
own remedy without aſking. leave of the preſent contractots; 
that is you muſt buy theic,conſent by the gift of another loan, 
which they in their turn will triſt to the Miniſter's candour, 
and take it an his ou tem. die 9.9093) 
On the curious tranſaction of the Hamburgh bills, which, 
| believe, will furniſh a clue to unravel the myſteries of- the 
loan, I purpoſely reſtrain myſelf at, preſent, an bonout able 
gentleman near me having engaged to make it the object of a 
particular inquiry, as it richly deſerves. One obſervation 
only is too prefling to be omitted. The learned gentleman 
inſiſts on the clear and unqueſtionable fairneſs of the meaſure, 
though unuſual in the mode. Now I afk/bim whether, when 
theſe bills wete brought into circulation, the true nature of 
them was avowed? Was the diſcounter informed, that the 
place and date were fictitious; that they were drawn in 
Vo. III. 1 b London 
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London in September, though dated frötmw Hamburgh in 
Auguſt? If not, the diſcoumter was impoſed upꝰο . I do not 
fay that the intention was to defraud, but it certainly was to 
deceive him. If the truth had been declared, would any 
banker have riſqued the eredit of his houſe by diſcounting ſuch 
bills? It does not appear that they were ever offered to the 
Bank of England. e WA, hoe 
No, Sir, I call upon the Houſe to put together the fads, 
the circumſtances, the conſeguences and pretences of the mi- 
Hilter's conduct in thi#*Extraordinary tranſactionʒ and, leaving 
out of their &nſiderat on the eolluſton that appears, vr the mo- 
tives that may be ſuſpected, to pronounce their verdict, on the 
fimple iſflue of fact, «Has he or has he not made a moſt im- 
provident bargain for the public? If the fact be found, the 
moral inference is obvious and unavoidable.” It need not be 
argued, for it cannot be reſiſted. Nevertheleſs, Sir, ſpeaking 
now for myſelf alone, I declare that I àm ready to wave every 
one of the objections I have ſtated, ard even to join with his 
friends wa vote of acquittal, if the miniſter can and will give 
me a fair, direct, and ſatis factory anſwet to one remaining 
queſtion. When Melſiſh and Morgan refuſedꝭ to bid on the 
plan of a qualified competition propoſed to them on the 2 5;th of 
November, for what reaſon did he inftantly-conclude with Mr. 
Boyd I He was not preſſed for time, finee Friday the 27th was 
the day, fixed by himſelf; for the final fettlement. He was not 
fled for money, ſince the firſt payment on the ne loan was 
not required before the 10th of December? For any thing that 
appears to the contfary, he might have taken a week, bur cer- 
tainly two days, without any poſſible inconvenience, to try at 
leaſt, whether ſome other competitors might not offer, and by 
that means give the public a poſſible chance of the benefit of a 
competition on his owty plan; Then why did he not imme- 
diately ſend to the bank, and deſire the governor to give pub- 
lie notice of the alteration; and of his being open, for a certain 
number. of days, to receive propoſals on that principle? I pre- 
ſume he will not ſay that he knew it to be ſuch, as no man ot 
credit would offer to bid upon. Vet what elſe he can fay, to 
cover ſo groſs and palpable a breach of his duty to the public 
I confefs my imbecility—I have taxed my imagination 
but I am not able to conceive it. a a - Fe 
- «© The laſt appeal I ſhall make is to the prudence of the 
Houſe. We are truſtees for the nation, and acebuntable for the 
truſt repoſed in us. If we acted only for ourſelves, ot if the 
queſtion ended with à few ſpeeches, a ſhort queſtion, and 3 
vigorous reſolution,” the Chancellor of the Exchequer migÞ 
905 F #041 Sonn ' * £2440» = poſſibly 
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poſſibly be as ſafe in the opinion of his country, as he is in 
this Houſe. But let it be remembered, before we decide, that 
the evidence is before, the public, who wtll compate it with 
the verdict and judge of us accordingly. We may acquit the 
miniſter by a vote ; but, if that vote had not appear to be 
warratited by the evidenee, it will avail him nothing in point 
of reputation. The country have it in their power to try us 
as well as him. "The, miniſter, may eſcape, but, in the judg- 
ment of mankind, this Houſe will not be acquitted ®, _ 
Mr. Steele ſaid, he had promiſed himſelf to confine. his ob- 
ſervations within as narrow a compaſs as poſſible, and would 
keep his word, though the qbſeryattons of the honourable 
gentleman} who ſat down, demanded from, him more than 
he would otherwiſe have thought it necellary to ſay. That 
honourable gentleman had entered with ſome ſeverity of cen- 
ſure into the conſtitution of the committee, and ſaid, that the 
epquiry, whether the Loan was made with corrupt views, by 
his right honqurable friend, did not properly belong to. it. 
To this propolition the ,Houſe, he was convinced, would 
never aſſent, ſince tha principal reaſon for inſtituting the 
enquiry by a committee, was, that - gentlemen on the other 
fide had pointedly infinuated that the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer had made uſe of the diſtribution of the loan as ways 
2nd means to ſecure a majority in the Houſe; or, if not the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer himſelf, at leaſt his agents and 
colleagues. This, he ob{erved, obliged all thoſe attached by 
othce to his right honourable friend, to Feel anxiouſly diſpoſed 
tor an inquiry, and the committee was adopted on that ground. 
The loan, however, with all its circumſtances, had  under- 
gone a very full diſcuſſion in the firſt inſtance in that Houſe, 
and, after in approved of there, had paſſed into a law, and 
obtained the ſanction of the legiſlat ure ; ſince which, a com- 
mittee had been appointed, from the inſinuations thrown 
out, for the direct purpoſe of enquiting whether any undue 
motives had operated in the tranſaction, by which the bargain 
was made; and, after very ample delibzration, the committee 
were unanimouß in their opinion, that no ſuch motives could 
be aſcribed,; no undue interference having taken place in the 
| ® Juſt as the pag s containing a report. af the ſum and ſubſtanee of the i eech of 
Mr. Francis'were-going topreſs, the reporter ſaw, the ſpecch advertiſed, he ſeat ſo, 
It \mmediately;.and having bean preſent at the debate faw cleaply, that, it contained 
undiſputable marks of | having come from authority ; in juice to Mr. Francis, 
therefore, ho could have na other object but to be clearly underſtood uppn the 
"{ubjeR, he has availed himſelf of the gireunaſtancey taken out the f renteſt part of 
tys own report, and given as much of the argument, as be conveniently cou d, 
the latter part eſpecially in Mz, Francis's own words, 
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diſtribution of the loan by any party connected with govern- 


ment. Although the honourable gentleman had ſaid, that the 
reſolution which: incurred his diſapprobation had paſſed during 
his abſence, and would thereby inſinuate, that it had paſſed in 


the abſence of all thoſe who looked with the ſame vigilance 
as himſelf to find delinquency, where even error was not 
chargeable: yet he (Mr. dreh aſſured the Houſe, that the 
committee was all along attended by at leaſt two or three, and 
often more, of thoſe members of the other fide who were 
moſt active on the occaſion. There were alſo other gentle- 
men on his fide equally anxious to have the matter inveſti- 


N 


29 8 The reſolution of the committee, which ſeemed to 


have given the honourable gentleman ſo much offence, was 


formed on this principle. The honourable gentleman who 


ſet the whole buſineſs in motion (Mr. Smith), was called to 


the chair; and, on the laſt day but one, flated to the com- 
mittee the neceflity of not adding to the report the liſt of the 
ſubſcribers to the ma) and produced a paper, containing a 
form of words, which ſtated ſome reaſons for doing ſo. To 
this he (Mr. Steele) objected; and faid, that if the matter 
was confined ſimply to that, it might, upon a future occa- 


fon, be ſaid, that they were kept back becauſe there was 


ſomething in them that operated againſt the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, /T he. reſolution alluded to was therefore pro- 
poſed ; and, left it might be ſuppoſed that it was carried in a 
thin, unattended committee, he had propoſed to defer the con- 
ſideration of it to the next day, in order to give the members 
of the committee full notice; and, on the ſacceeding day, 


the committee came to the determination, in preſence of the 
Honourable gentleman (Mr. Smith). To ſay, then, that the 


committee had no right to reſolve ſo, was abſurd and wrong. 
Were they to be precluded from ſtating the reaſons why they 
withheld the liſts ? This, he ſaid, was the true {tate of the 
ſubject as to the conduct of the committee. 

Ihe honourable gentleman had reduced the whole to a ſhort 
queſtion, viz. Whether the Chancellor of the Exch- quer was 


juſtified in deciding in favour of Mr. Boyd? To this he would 


give a ſhort anſwer—* That the Chancellor of the Exche- 


quer, in doing as he did, had acted like a man of honour, with 


a ſtrict regard to juſtice, and an anxious defire to-fulh} former 
engagements; and with a determination, if he did err, to ert 
on the ſide of a claim of right. In deciding ſo, he had broken 
no ſtatute, infringed no rule of the Houſe ; the Houſe, -how- 


ever it might generally approve, had not at any time * a 
* „ aw 
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law nor voted a reſolution, that, in making loans, competi- 
tion was never to be departed from! / 

It was, he obſerved, the indiſputable right of the preſent 
Chancellor of the Exchequer; and every ſuoeeſſorthat he might 
have, to negntiate by any means that he thought moſt ad- 
viſeable; either of public competition or private agreement. 

This was in the firſt inſtance, an unlimited right without 
any controu! ; it was however ſubſequently ſubject to the revi- 
{ions and animadverſion of the Houſe, who had been content 
to reſerve itſelf that power, without limiting, in any degree, 
the original authority and diſcretion of the Chancellor ot the 
Exchequer. The queſtion then was, whether being ſo free and 
unfettered by parliamentary orders or legiſlative acts, under cir- 
cumſtances in which it was at leaſt 'a doubt whether he was 
not pledged, he was not right, feeling as he did, to act as he had 
done? In the affirmative of this, he was pertuaded there were 
tew in that houſe who would not agree with him. It was 
further to be obſerved that in ſome circumſ-ances a private con- 
tract might be much more beneficialto the public, than a bargain 
made on the principle of open competitition, and when cou- 
cluded, it was the duty of the Houſe, after mature inveſtiga- 
tion of the tranſaction and reaſoning produced in conſe- 
quence to condemn it expreſoly, or to ſanction it with their 
authority. Accordingly, it was notorious that the loan jaft 
year was of a private nature; and, in this inſtance, the Houſe 
had, after a very cloſe inveſtigation of the fads and reaſons 
by which it had been governed, approved of the meaſure in 
a molt 'unequivocal and decided manner. det CANES. 

One circumſtance more be would mention; to every 
other queſtion, an anſwer would come better from his 
right honourable friend. If it had been the Chancellor of the 
| Exchequer's ſecret determination to give Mer. Boyd the 
preference, as had been alledged, would it not have been 
abſurd for him to have held out a competition ſo long as he had 
done? In that caſe, there was no poſſible motive that could 
lead to ſuch a conduct; but it as perfectly natural and con- 
ſiſtent with the narration of facts given by the Chancellor cf 
the Exchequer. If he were previouſly determine, from 
whatever motive, to give the loan to [vir. Boyd —it was not 
only imprudent, but the*exeeſs of ſtupi ty and folly, to think 
of encouraging the idea of competition in the public mind ; 
ſuppoſing him however to be, as he rea n was, attached to the 
principle of public competition as 4 gener princpte, he was 
neverthelefs bound, from honour, joſticg, and und policy, 
to yield chat general principle to particulat claims of pre- 
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ference, if they were well founded, and ſuch, after a decided 


diſinclination, and ſome oppoſition, the claims of Mr. Boyd f 
were made appear to [... : 

Mr. Steele declared, he was much ſurpriſed. to hear gentle- 0 
men ſay, that Mr. Boyd was, precluded: from any, right, if it 
was not ſpecifically expreſſed in writing, or that the Chancellor - 
of the Exchequer was not bound, as a man of hongur, to yield „ 
to his demand. If he had mot done ſo, he would have been 2 
guilty of a groſs act of injuſtice to an individual, diſhonour a 
and diſgrace to himſelf, and impolicy to the ſtate; an act 
that the very gentlemen, who now, impeach him for the con- 4 


trary conduct, would have reprobated With all the virulence 
of the moſt inveterate oppoſition invective and ſeverity. 
It was he ſaid, obvious from the whole evidence, that Mr. 
Morgan not only did not expect, but was not prepared ſor the 
loan; and then, with the reſentiull hope of injuring or diſ- 
acing his right honourable friend, had propoſed. to Mr. 
elliſh to leave ſealed propoſals left behind them; Mr, Melliſh 
however diſdained deſcending to ſuch a malignaut contrivance, 

and refuſed his aſſent to it. ; | 
After the bargain had been concluded, Mr. Morgan aflerts, 
that he thinks he ſhould. have been content with thirty ſhil- 
lings per cent. Jeſs. To this be could only ſay, that he would 
not credit his having [entertained ſeriouſly any ſuch after- 
thought. It appeared to him, that under all the facts in evi- 
dence in the report, it was impoſſible that Mr. Morgan could 
have offered thoſe terms he ſays that he thinks he ſhould have 
offered. The whole myſtery and confuſion aroſe from the 
extravagant inferences that were made in conſequence of his 
Majeſty's meſſage, in the underſtanding of which there was 
mixed a very manifeſt error. [A cry of car] bean from 

the other ſide of the Houſe. * 
He was not, he ſaid, at a loſs to gueſs the meaning of that 
cry; but he was ready nevertheleis to maintain, that a very 
. confiderable miſinterpretation had gone abroad upon the ſubject 
of that meſſage, which was merely a ſequence to the intima- 
tion given in the ſpeech flom the throne, and which might 
naturally have been expected at ſome period ol the ſeſſion. In 
conſequence of this miſapprebenſion, the ſtocks role about 5 per 
cent, but in'a'few days the omnium decreaſed, and, at preſent 
it was nearly the fame us it was before. the .mellage. According 
to their on account, the terms could any have been ſeven 
ſhillings per cent. higher than was obtained, Which ſuppohns 
it could in teality have been obtained, was, got conſider- 
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tion ſufficient” to be put in eppoktion to the particular claims, 
ariſing from the circumſtances of the preſent caſe. ; 
Mx. Steele animadverted with conſiderable. cloſeneſs of rea- 
ning! on the eonduct of + gentlemen on the other ſide, who 
affected not to bring any charge, but left it to others to draw 
inferenees of erĩmination { and, diſclaiming all hoſtile inten- 
tions, covertly inſinuated every thing that was inimical. 
« ] do not charge the right honourable gentleman, ſaid one 
of them (Mr, Smith), “ with ſo:clumſy a mode of corrup- 
tion; but thete is a ſtrange cbineidence between the lift of 
ſubſcribers to the loan and the liſt of the perſons. who met at 
(3rocers? Hall:“ the honburable i gentleman forgetting all the 
while, that ſome perſons inithe loan: lift were alſo in the lift 
of thoſe Who were moſt actiue in Common Hall againſt his 
right honourable-friend's meaſures. Mr. Steele concluded by 
expreſſing his entire difapprabation of the reſolutions ſubmitted 
to the conſideration of the Houſe, as inconſiſtent with the 
report that the Committee had prefented to the Houſe, and 
therefote ſaid he ſhauld vote for the poſtponed amendment. 
The Chancellor of the Excheguerirole next, and addrefied the 
chair to the following effodt Oo a ſubject naturally ſo in- 
terelting to my perſonal feelings, as well as fo important in a 
publie view, Jam anxious to addreſs the Houſe at a period of 
the debate before their attention is more exhauſted. And they 
will forgive me when Jam called upon to meet a charge of the 
moſt dire& and important nature in Which my perſonal. cha- 
rater, as well as my official ſituation, as a truſtee for the pub- 
lic, are matetially implicated, and which has been ſo diligently 
and ally purſued, though I might be content to reſt my de: 
fence an the impreſſion of the arguments and facts hich have 
been brought forward by my honourable friends, if, even at 
the hazard of fome repetition, I ſhould advert to the points 
which preſs moſt cloſely upon my own immediate feelings. In- 
deed I ſhould not do juſtice to myſelf, far lefs ſhould I do juſtice 
to the public, if I did not ſtate them iu as plain and intelli- 
gible a way as poſſible, at the ſame time, L will endeavour to 
reply ſhortly to many thiugs that have been aſſerted ſo much at 
large in the ſpeech of the houourable gentleman, who brought 
forward the ſubject, and were likewiſe repeated at conſiderable 
length in the reſolutions and papers before the Houſe. The 
honourable gentleman, (Mr. Francis) who has lately ſpoke, 
had (aid, that if my anſwer to one point was fatisfactory, he 
would withdraw his ſupport from the charge againſt me. 
Though, in the courſe of what I have to ſay, I ſhall not be 
attentive to his queſtion, it cannot be expected that 1 ſhould 
narrow my defence to that point. It cannot be ſuppoſed that 
| '- ___ harrow 
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from any recent declarations/ which have been; made by the 
honourable gentlemen, exculpating me from all charge of per- 
ſonal corruption, that from any,equiyacal and imperfect diſ- 
claimers, accompanied when — by artful ſuggeſ(- 
tions and freſh infinuations, I ſhould, baye; forgotten that it 
was broad]y ſtated by gentlemen on the othet ade, who moved 
for a Conimittee of Inquiry, that there was ground of ſuſpi- 
cion that the diſtribution of the loan had been employed for the 
purpoſe of corrupt influence. They exempted, me, indeed, 
from any charge of having regulated that diſtribution from any 
view of ſordid gain to miyſelf; and I then took the Jiberty to 
ſay, fecling as I did on the ſubject, that I was, not obliged to 
them for tle exception, or the ſort of condoux that dictated it. 

If they formerly aſſerted that if the inquiry was gone into, 
and ſubſtantiated, the reſult. would be, to eſtabliſh the actus 
interference of corrupt influence; if ſuch declaration were 
taſh and unguarded, if they were dictated by the intempetate 
warmth of debate, or puſhed beyond all bounds of juſtifiable 
diſcretion, and if they are now retracted as unjuſt; and un- 
founded, I certainly have reaſon to rejoice in the proꝑreſ 
which has been made in conſequence, of the diligent and ſober 
inveſtigation of a committee towards a deciſion ſo much, more 
grateful to my character and feelings. Undoubtedly. there is 
no charge which can be brought againſt the traniaction of the 
loan, there is no inſtance of neglect, there is no etrot of judg- 
ment, there is no want of providence, which I ſhould not 
moſt ſeriouſly and ſeverely regret, but ſtill. I ſhould conſider 
ſuch charges as light, compared with that which formed the 
prominent point, and tne moſt weighty: one in the preſent 
accuſation, viz. . that in the tranſaction of the late loan, I had 
acted on motives. of corruption, partjality, and undueinflu- 
ence, to anſwer political and intereſted purpoſes, both within 
and without doors. I cannot therefore help remarking, that 
Wine the ground on which the ænquiry was originally Frought 
forward, * that the loan had been employed as the means of 
eorrupt and pernicious influence, is now profeſſed to aban- 


dofledg inſtead of being, as the Houſe, had. a right tg expect, 


eithet ſubſtantiated by proof, or wholly, and completely done 
away, it ſeems to be but half retracted by the honourable 
mover «of the reſoſution, and 10 be ſupplied hy ambiguous 
fats and freſh irſinuations. Aſter avowing that it ws; Bis 


ßen, that the Committee ought to have aſked. for,no;lilts, 


"he diſcovers a ſtrange coincidence:;between the names in. che 
li of ſubſeribers, and the names of a certain xæſpectable. body 


ot merchants and bankers, alſembled ior a great object of po, 
MticalAeuffon; a coincidence which could: not be the effect 


ol accident. If this be true, and the fact originated in Abr 
mol 
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relative to the Hambutgh bills, ba Whie 
of the reſolutionis is founded, and vieh has been aſermbed to the 


ttanlaction. If the tranſaction however be 


| their judgment went, had put their negative on that ent 
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moſt certainly that defign muſt have ariſen from a corrupt 


motive; aud if not for perſotial gain, chat motive muſt have 


8 
Den. 14 


X A l 3 = . d ' T 
reſulted from · a defire to odtaln the means of corrupt in{l- 
"ence; ; : # i 


« The honourable gentle mam (fr. Frdticls) briogs no ſuch 


charge ægalnſt inc. His mode of iequitea is howevergomewhze 


ſisgülar ; he impates to me no motive of corrupt influchce or 
nothing of the trapſaftion 


ien nevertheleſs" fore 'patt 


undue partiaſity: He deſtres me to fy 


motive of a Jetermination to re ward the erviees of an individhidl 
by a ſacrifice ofths peblic intereſt. ' The' right honourtlegey- 
tleman thetefore op=nly diſelaims all accufation, while he f 
ports the reſolations Rieh contain the very charge he ſo mich 
affects to diſcbatm, drawn up with all the art and àddreſd Uf 
the muſt curming ſpecial pleader, | ard certainly no''reſolutioils 
could be more ably dtawn up, if the'avowed purpuſe of then 
had been to cenſute and uhdermine any man's public amd pri- 
vate character. 2 —— 2 . abit 21 the 
management of this point has been really ſingula F acqui 

6 2 intention of benefitting Wyſel, eee in oY 


hament by meuns of the loan; but then inſiſts that The Joan 
was improperly made, and that it muſt have been ſo made 2 


ſome undeamotive er other; that is 6 ſay, be  athuity I 
of two ſpecific undue motives, and exhorts me not to ſpeak, in 
order that 1 my leave myſeff undsfended againſt the Tuſpicion 


of an endleſs train of indefinite undue motlyes, which i lows 


inſinuation ard artful malice may think proper to rife 284 


me. I do not ger chat the nature of a tran faction may be fue 


s to afford ground for the ſufpicion of an undue n 
tough the motive itfelf may not appear on the fact of the 
niary, the 

are oily three motives which ean be Ta oſed to oper, per- 
ſonal emolument, private*partiality; arid public influence ; a 

if, aftet the mot accurate inveſtigation, ftrong evidence He 
brought to prove that none of theſe motives can be kraged in 
the preſent beanſaction, I have ſoe Tight to take to mylar 


credit that no Yuch "motives exiſtedd, Aid thät the Chatge bas 
r YEE , THY Henn nn 


been fully refuted.” * 0 : ** a 

The Hhonoutable gentleman we moved the reſolution 
ſtated that the committee had decided that thęre was no ground 
for fuſpieton of any corrupt Interferentt; and thus, 0 far * 
on which the enqoiry nad orfginaliy been undertakes, The 
laſt ſpeaker on · Me other fide * nus ftated, Hat 
he Vor, III. 1790. | Cc * the 
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he diſliked the mode in which that committee was conſtitutes, 


It might have been ſuppoſed that a committee, which afforded 


to every men, who was aCtuated by jealouſy, ſuſpicion, by 


public zeal, or if ſuch a motive could be ſuppoſed to infinuate 
Atelf, by private pique, to ſtate his ſentiments, and to:difplay 
- his vigilance, was of all others the leaſt liable to objection, 
It ſeemed, indeed, probable, in the firſt inſtance, that it 
would be deprived of the aſſiſtance of two honourable gentle- 
men (Mr. Sheridan and Mr, Grey) whoſe abilities and dili- 
gence none would diſpute.  'Theſe honourable- gentlemen, 
{when it was declared that the committee ſhould be an open 
one, and that all who attended ſhould have voices, had upon 
due deliberation no doubt, deſired their names to be with- 
drawn, and ſeemed to conſider themſelves as diſgraced by be- 
ing put in a ſituation in which they ſhould only exerciſe their 
privilege in common with every member of that Houſe, 1 
am happy, however, to find that theſe gentlemen reviſed their 
firſt deciſion, that both aſſiſted in the committee, and that one 
of them in particular diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his active aud 
conſtant attendance. It is rather ſingular that the deciſion of 
the committee, by which they negative all idea of corrupt 
interference, is the only one which the honourable mover con- 
.ceives to be already ſo well recognized, that he excludes it 
Fm 98; ring of reſolutions which be has preſented as an 
r i | 
ee honourable gentleman ſtates, that he thinks on 
that point the committee have no right to give an opinion, 
and he has declared fo this day for the firſt time. If there is 
Any thing forcible in this objection, it certainly is very unfair 
to bring it forward now for the fixſt time. Why wWas it not 
ſtated when the report was veceived? If the Houſe had then 
thought that their committee had exceeded their powers, the 
report would have been recommitted. But why is that opinion 
expreſſed by the committee? | They aſſign it as. a-reaſon for 
not having given a particular detail, of evidence, which by the 
reſolution of that Houſe they were required to give, and Which 
they had declined to bring forward, on the ground that it was 
inconvenient to individuals. It was ſurely a little bard that 
© pentlemen ſhould firſt receive the whole of the evidence the 
committee thought right to report, and then not admit the 
* excuſe for the omiſſion of that part of the evidence which was 
principally exculpatory of the perſon whoſe conduct was the 


z 


An honourable. gentleman, complains, that there was a 
want of noties of the intention to come to ſuch A 
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the committee. Notice was however given the day before b 
my right honourable friend who ſpoke. laſt, and who had n 
only anſwered that point; but alſo explained the individual uſe 
that had been made of the word © colleagues,” which meant 
to apply generally to all, who attended the committee, who 
certainly were colleagues on that enquiry and not merely offi- 
cial perſons, and I cannot admit that it was not likely that fd 
attentive and ſo able a man as the chairman of that commi 
would have allowed any important teſolution to be adopt 
without a fair notice, even it there had been ſuch a- want c 
attention and induſtry in thoſe gentlemen on the other fide 
who took a principle ſhare in the inveſtigation, as to afford 
any toom for ſuch a charge, I therefore think myſelf entitled 
to aſſume the benefit of that opinion of the committee, not 
with thoſe qualifications, equivocations, and reſerves, with 
which it has been fettered by the honourable mover of the re- 
ſolutions,” but as a clear, full and decided teſtimony, that 
there was no diſtribution of the loan for the purpoſe of corrupt 
influence. As to the other charges of undue partiality to any 
individual for ſervices ſuppoſed to have been performed to the 
vernment, it ſhortly reſolves itſelf into the queſtion, Whether, 
by the mode of ſettling the loan, T have contrived toenrich Mr. 
yd, by a ſacrifice of the publicintereſt? I am aware it has 
been ſaid that no ſuch charge was meant to be conveyed; but 
why ſhould ſuch frequent alluſion have been made to the Ham- 
burgh Bills, except for that expreſs purpoſe. They would not 
have been mentioned had it not with a view to give 
countenance to ſuch an infinuation; I ſhall not, however, 
now fully enter into the nature of that tranſaction, as an op- 
ans rp will — be preſented when 8 _ be brought * 
ward as an object of ſeparate inquiry. I will only at preſen 
ſhortly ſtate the ſubſtance, hare (thr Fu. ff * 
In every loan Bill, parliament inſert a-clauſe holding out 
a premium for the prompt pay ment of the ſums fubſcribed; 
ſoteſeeing that government may poſſibly have occaſion for the 
money before the inſtalments become due in the regular courſe 
of payment. Laſt year, though large ſums were paid up, {ill 
the public exigencies were ſuch as to rende additional ſupplies 
neceffary, and the terms were not ſufficiently tempting to 
induce individuals to come forward with their money. Under 
theſe circumftances government entered into 4 negotiation 
with a monied houſe to advance ſuch ſums as were wanted: for 
the ſervice. © The aid of parliament” at that time cod got be 
bad without callitig it together at a great trouble and incon- 
venience; both publio and private. In conſequence ot this 
1 | C2 Trea- 
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e wartants were offered; but Mr. Boyd faid, that 
bills of Exchange were a more mercantile, commodity; and, 
to avoid the expence of ſtam | they were dated at Hamburgh, 
to make them foreign bills of Exchange, they, otherwiſe being 
inland, and. ſubject to a ſtamp. |. + | 

46 


e e eben, however, there as nothing 
gueſtianable or LN AE ay War ya on the part 
of government which. gave, Mr. Boyd an excluſive right, far 
ſs. a-diſcretjonary, power, to dictate the terms of a future loan, 
a Buch for-the, ſubject and ſubſlance of the, tranſact jon, by 
the mwoſt material part of every, ſuch tranſaction; the 
Bills themſelves were nothing more. than mere forms of fe- 
curity, to! thoſe who advanced the money. The giving them 
was only an engagement. on the part of government to make 
good the ſums advanced for the public. Whether that en- 
gagement was executed on ſtampt or unſtampt paper, whe- 
ther wiitten on paper or on parchment, added nothing to the 
validity of the ſecurity. The particular manner of executing 
it, was ſuch. as was didlated by the neceſſary regard for ſe- 
crecy, As to the caſa of a merchant, in whom it was affirm- 
ed ſuch a tranſaction would be highly, diſeredjtable. and ſuſpi- 
cious, there was nothing in common between the conduct of a 
merchant in the management 2 his private affairs, and that 
of the government of a great country under. the preſſute of 
public exigencies. No compariſon would, therefore, hold for 
a moment. It might reaſonahly be ſuſpected, that a merchunt 
reſorted to ſuch a mode of tranſddtin buſineſs in order to ſup- 
ly tne de ficienoy of his capital, and to ſupport a fictitious 
redit, In the caſe of government, the ſums- were already 


voted, they were only wanted for immediate ſerv ice, and funds 


were provided to reimburſe thoſe who advanced them as ſoon 
as their claims became due. But was this a ſervice of ſuch 
itude and importance, as to be conceived to. give Mr. 
yd ſuch ſtrong claims upon government as could be con- 
ed, into a right to dictate the terms. of the loan. Mr. Boyd 
ne ver had entertained ſuch, àn idea, and I confaſs that this 
part of the tranſaction was executed with the fame liberality, 
and Zeal as every other ſervice to government which he has 
F ug to perform. It is ſuppoſed that, in order to re- 
ward Mr, Boyd, the moſt likely method which I could deviſe, 
was to beſtow upon him a loan oi ſuch; conſiderable extent, in 
which he only is an holder among many others. Is it pro- 
bable that in order to reward him N a Chancellos 


of the hequer at a time of ſevere; preſſure, and when uns 
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judgments. will impercepulbly., and involuntarily be biaſſed. to 
pl ſide of the queſtion 3 and all ſuch 8 1s 


offenſive or diſreſpectful to either, gentleman, but I apply chi 


inciple equally to Mr. Boyd and ta Mr. 1 w. far 
Fr, Boyd hadz ſhare. 3 of the Hamburgh. Bills 


but by ries 


it. After 


Governor of the Bank deſeribed the tranſaction of the 
burgh Bills, as likely to ſecure à preference to Mr. 
So much for Mr. eee himſelf. The Co- 
vexnos of the Bank, upon being examined, expreſaly ſtated, 
that he had not mentioned a ſyllable, about the bills 3 that he 
had. only ſaid, that Mr. Boyd had a claim from the loan 
laſt year, which he conceived him to be tag ſagacious to al 
low to eſcape him. If L had determined to avail myſelf of an 
opportunity to chrow the loan, at all events into the hands f 
Mr. Boyd, could L. not 'bave found ſome better mode 
atchiev ing my purpoſe, than that which, I purſued} Should 
have held out the ſyſtem of competition 2. Should I 
deliberately announced my intention for. that purpoſe, 
have invited competitors, when I was aware, that e 
ald tend ↄnly to .heget animoſity and diſappointment 
ale jv expreſſed my reluctance to the clams of Mr. 
Boyd, and pieided to them only upon the canyiehign that they 
were well founded? If nothing was got by 8 
hic 
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which'T arfirft announced of a ftee competition, but increaſing 
difpculty, and agcumulated embarrafiment, as to the mode in 
which' the bargain was ultimately ſettled, is not this internal 
evidencce better than any parole proof, that can be adduced, 
that I was' completely ſincere in the month of October, when 
J firſt announced that intention, and that I had formed no 
determination to benefit Mr. Boyd at any rate, by giving him 
a prefetence? I had not then examined his claim, becauſe it 
had not” then been ſtated to me ſo diſtinctly, and becauſe it 
had not been brought to my recollection by the governor of 
the Bank. If, then, I was under the influence of error, it 
was becauſe I carried the fyſtem of competition ſtrong in 
my mind, and becauſe, looking ſolely to that, I neglected, in 
the firſt inſtance; to attend ſufhciently to the claims of Mr. 
Boyd, and kept back 1 than, as it afterwards appeared to 
me, in juſtice I ought to have done. | a 
As to the injury which Mr. Morgan and his friends may 
have fuffered, from having prepared their money in order t5 
bid, that "ſurely cannot bo feriouſly inſiſted on, while it is 
recollected that the final adjuſtment of every loan is matter of 
ſo much uncertainty, and connected with ſo many collateral 
conſiderations. No communication from the bank, as to com- 
petition, ever took place, except with reſpect to Mr. Boyd. How 
could Mr. Morgan contend, that he had ſuſtained injury from 
having prepared his property to qualify himſelf to be a bidder, 
when he ſtated, that till the '23d of November he never be- 
gan to doubt that there would be a competition. His own 
account of his information on this ſubject was rather whimſi- 
cal; it came from a confidential friend of hom he knew no- 
thing, who informed him that he had heard from a third-perſon, 
thar Boyd was fure of the loan; and yet, though his informa- 
tion led him to know more than the reſt of the world, he 
went on with his ſpeculations, and never doubted that there 
would be à competition till the twenty-third of November; 
he therefore would not be reſponſible for any loſs that the 
parties might ſuſtain from ſuch ſpeculations. All liſts or 
plans that were handed about were merely ſpeculations, par- 
ticularly Motgan's; and if the parties use ſuſtained any in- 
jury, it lies entirely with him and themſelves. 
„Krb r the nature of ed biogas and the 
impropriety of departing from the 'fyſtem of competition. 
As to the claim of Mr, Boyd, 4t has — proved, I, ät fuſt; 
teſtified ſtrong prejuchces and great reluctance, which Were 
nor overcome till it was brought forward in a ſhape in which 
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it was no longer controvertible ; that I admitted the princi- 
ple of competition, and receded from it only, when ait and juſt 
gto inds were adduced on the part of an ingividual.to; warrant 
a deviation from the general ſyſtem. Here a great deal of 
minute criticiſm has been difplayedrby gentlemen an the other 
fide, with reſpect to Mr. Boyd's letter. I was in the ſituati 
of a judge, trying a cauſe between Mr. Boyd, and the public; 
acting as a truſtee for the latter on the one hand, and a. per- 
ſon called upon to decide on the juſtice of the claim; of an 
individual on the other. The claim of Mr. Boyd may have 
been aſſerted too ſtrongly, or the contrary might have bee 
the caſe. Was the conſideration of the manner in which his 
cauſe was urged, however, to have any influence on my mind 
in the deciſion on the juſtice of his claims? I now ftand here 
accuſed. L have been placed in the high ſituation of a judge 
and now I appear in the more humble one of a RI LA, 
defending myſelf againſt a foul charge. It has been faid, —_ 
[ was bound to pay no attention to the claims, of Mr. Boyd 
for a preference, becauſe there was no expreſs agreement, no 
ſpecike terms of engagement for that purpole. Gentlemen 
ſeem to; think that unleſs government were bound down by 
ſpecific terms, an engagement of this ſort entered into dy.the 
ſhould not be abide by; might there not, however, be ome 
common underſtanding, ſome, implied condition, ſome. foi 
and clear conſtruction, equally, binding on the: miculler, of the 
country to the, obſervance, of the claim in point df honour and 
juſtice ?., No perſonal inconvenience ſhall eyer induce me to 
depart ſrom the terme of what I confider an honourable 
dealing, when a claim is made up founded on an under; 
ſtood and implied condition, on the nature of things, and 
practice recognized; by, a conſtant. uſage. * Had there been 
an expreſs agreement, it would haye.unqueſtjonably been pre- 
| 18170 my recollection, but this was no realen why 72 28 
planation properly underſtood, and clearly made . 10U 
not receive its 3 degree. of attention. In tranſacting 
loans there muſt be preliminary points of converſation; 4 g00 
deal of diſcuſhon naturally takes place, ſome patticulars ' 
which are committed to memorandums, and others ſuffered 


to paſs more looſely. * Derek '$ 03 81 

In the loan of 1795, it was propoſed by the "canttators 
that there ſhodld be no payment on any new loan till Fe- 
bruary of the ſueceeding year, to which I readi] aſſentech 
not conceiving that the exigencies of the public ſervice. would 
require any money to be advanced before that period. Of 
this oats I was reminded by the Governor of the Bank gf 


* Englan » N 


i 

Wl 

* ; 1 2 

: j 3 

al 
a 1 
1 
Þ 
1 

i 


IF 4 
18 
1 by 
{ 1 
by 
9 
1. 
91 
1 
» 4 
Fi * 
5 | 
* 7 
: b 
a 
| 
| 


_ \ 
* <0 2 
44 4” Las + 
. * 
— — a — 7” * . > =. | - 1 „ -S$,< 
p ˙ U 00 SS tt 
. 2 34 844 2 23 RE, Gang f. — we » > * 
ann 


CE - > i 
— — — 


\ 4 
f f 
10 

x8 


——u—— — 


— Sa i 
— > — - 
— — - 


um 


SIE ones 1 ww — * 
— 
" — 


„ 
* ns has wv" — 8 


ö 


w — —— —— — 
>» * 
* 
1 L — 


e 


o WIS DAL S NMT TANY REPORTS Da. 


Eu Wund, afld 1 Was the tore corififttied'in Its prof „as 1 
foildd tut uo neu wan hall taken plate in fuch efreumftances, 
even Where und afuränce d direct, or by Implication had deen 


| Bier nnn 
The Chancellor of . Exeter; particularly noticed" the 


Atuation in Which contractors bod, in regard” to their con- 
nections rage? venir diftin&t from the fcriptholders, and 
which gave rticular claims. Contractors had in the 
firſt inſtance to treat Feoich minfſters, and wete immediateh 

reſponſible or the fulſiiment of the terms. He procreded tb 
Vindicate the terms of the Joan, as the beſt which,” under al 
eltcumſſtantes could be made for the public; ant on this bead 
repeated What he had advanced in his ſpeech on the budge 
He adverted to the term open atid fair competition, from wh ich 
tie'was'faid to Have departed; and remarked” that, in · order to 
ſecure the intereſts; of the public, and prevent the mititeyres 
of defigning perfons, ever _ ſion muſt to a" certain de- 
par be Ualiffed; at leaſt — — ere how far 

a 


rties were competent to fu in wer da He then went 
to a minute detail of the terms of the ua As do that 
art of the teſolutiohs which cenſured the terms of thie loan, 
"was he faid,” extremely eaſy for ingenious men to conn 
er Coftfound fats by ſtating ſome that were true, and omitti 


- others chät were equally true, ſo às to make their Feafotiit 
| Spot them apply to the particular purpoſe for which they were 


4 us ay up. If he lore. rightly Wat rar a, 

ee ind open cotnpetitivn, he 7 70 My that pla 

it was meant that the loan was to be given Wa dc bid 

= whom he pu 60 without any other conſideration; 
hever meant a ſyſtem of qualified! cbmpetition; and 


from this 1 not true, às ſtated in the reſefution, that He 


he had made a total departure. As to what the honburabte 
e abvut' defaying che ſettlement, and ſending to 

after che 9 was refuſed, pe — 40 At, 
"that "the mbſt favourabſe terms could: ; forward 
three patties, was it probable chat the leſs fa — terms 


g would produce more? "When a Gay Was 1 
Tin on We loan, it was neceſfary that fome fret val 


take place, e, that the parties might deliberate on the _ 
= all was ally 's "arrar he Taw no Nase could 
bly ariſe from a delay 0 forty-eight honts, a ey odd ſuf- 
am uncettainty chat might be ARuated upon 

n Hüctuations in un public funds, one ho — Aged Wit 
Fade bim Gertrtfline@ not to let the vontractor feavEhis houfe 


"the, PR was eloled. He acrbuntet An 
2 Whi 
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dich tak place e made, and 
its being Wen to the 1 his being diſappointed in 
Minen 8 . budget as he fuſt 11 on che Jecond or 
be Houſe well knew the preſſure and impor- 

tance £ the public ie W in daily agitation, 
and tota 2 in from making the 
ments for the He defended the. manner in $i. y 
had exerciſed\his, diſcretion, in making, the, tercmsg and having 
Tak: 425 ſtate of the cquatry, though by no means ſo, im- 
poveriſh ed and exhauſted as oppoſition d repreſent it he 
thought credit was, due, to thale efforts by which government 
bad been able to contract fot ſo large a loan in the; fourth year 
of the war, upon even better terms than had been gotten in 
former years which he exemplified hy a e A ha 
with lff ck Joan, which was ſanctioned by- 
without a le objection being made; and would 2 

ned ka the 2 4 to decide whether beet . 

their cen Or appr on-. 

bebe next point was the effect of the King) 8 'mellage; thole 
who knew him, beſt, 
the bargain was made. If however he had foreſeen. jit,, 
cauld not have foreſeen, the riſe, which, took place in the Roe 
15 was no party to any ſuch fraud, but to * cauſe 

1 We ie riſe, was to be aſcrihed, it, certainly Mas not produc a 


age only. Whatever, ideas of peace. of negotiation | 


wa e 7 — for it might entertain, there was 
more in the meſſa 1 declaration that the time . 
8 bis Majck oth bad alluded ja his ſpeechig. parliament. 
Any one whe — carried the meaning further, was either too 
guine in expectation, or intended to urge his, {te wy me At 
25 a fraud to raiſe, hopes, which could not be realized, Exchufige 
of the meſſage, there were, other colazeral cauſes {gg.tbe ſudden 
a. of 44 — . Mp. W greg 3 
eaſing diſtreſſes of ces Frag | 
tat hey eee, xſiſt in — 3 
a 1 what, part of ghe riſe was owing to the meſlage 
. ee recallect the circumſtances . as d.g ents f 
355 — ſlio fais of the un ee, ue tr 
1 was but a, temporary riſe lor Four ,days, end er permang nt. 
The extent ol the benefit to the contr ors, ans of the 


te wibls had *) greatly over- rated. An exaggerated ſtate- 


ment of figures e ſor ward in —— ta ba e 
= aha, country. at t had been ſtated that the 


i the e 64 12 per cent. the fact was notat 
i — .the 5 
Vol. III. 


an lg. ü 


1795. not 


knew that it was not in his mind when 
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not to be ſtated, as the amount gained by the riſe occaſioned 
by. the circumſtances before - mentioned, as it. was not poſhble 
that in a few hours, for four days, ſo large a_ſum could be 
brought into the market. Having gone through almoſt all 
the reſolutions at great length, he came to the laff, which was 
a moſt direct charge againſt him, and cenſure of his conduct 
in thevollowing words, That the profits of the contributors 
© at the expence of the nation, have been ſo exorbitantly ſwell- 
© ed, as to have riſen even before the depoſit was made there- 
con to an amount greatly exceeding the depoſit itſelf, viz on 
© loan of eighteen millions, to the enormous and incredible 
© ſum of two millions one hundred and ſixty thouſand pounds 
« ſterling.” With this aſſertion,” ſaid Mr. Pitt, © the charge 
againſt me is concluded, and with defiring the Houſe to at- 
tend to the extravagance of this aſſertion ſha!l I cloſe my de- 
fenc.” | # 4 5 n 
Mr. Fox ſaid, that exclufive of the importance of the 
ſubject, he muſt from the evidence before him, vote for 
the original propoſition of his honourable friend, and 
againſt - the amendment which had been propoſed; the 
amendment alledged for a fact that which was not true; amon 
the reaſons alſo which he had for the vote which he ſhoul 
give, was that of ſome expreſſions of the Tearned gentleman 
who propoſed the amendment, and alfo thoſe of the miniſter 
himſelt, who had held pretty lofty language upon this otcaſion. 
He had faid they had inferred guilt where there was no evi- 
gence of it, and that they had made inſinuations which they 
half retracted, He knew his duty to the public too well, to 
ſcreen any man from infamy if he was convinced in his own 
mind of his guilt ; and it was extremely contrary to his own na- 
ture and diſpoſition to affix a chargeof guilt noone whom he had 
reaſon to believeinnocent, nor ſhould he ever be backward in 
ſtating the grounds on which he entertained ſuſpicions. He would 
take that early opportunity of ſtating what appeared to him to 
be the nature and extent of the guilt attached to the honour- 
able gentleman's conduct. It had been alledged that the 
committes of enquiry was appointed in confequence of a charge 
of corruption that had been brought againft the honourab 
gentleman; he begged leave poſitively to deny that any ſuch 
allegation had been made either by his honourable. friend 
(Mr. Sheridan) or himſelf. He always had acquitted him of 
er ſonal corruption; and the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
ad ſaid upon that in reply, that he did not thank him 1 
care not,“ ſaid Mr. Fox; © I claim not his thanks, nor ſhall 
lever complain that I do not receive them. But I. * 
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him then, and I accuſe him now, of having made an imptovi- 


dent bargain for the public, and 1 was aſtoniſhed” to hear the 


learned gentleman ſtate it to be a mere peecadiilo, What 


improvidence in à Chancellor of the Exchequer to the extent 


of this loan, a mere peccadillo! improvidence in a miniſter 
of finance is no fmall crime; but where I ſee this improvi- 
dence accompanied with ſuch circumſtances as the preſent, 
I cannot conceal my ſuſpicions, though, when I can- 


not prove, I will not alledge,” With reſpect to the loan 


being converted into an inftrument of corruption in the 
Houſe of Commons, he owned be had no great ſufpicion 
becauſe he did not ſee in the preſent ſtate of the politics of this 
country, that the right honourable gentleman had any occa- 
ſion to increaſe his majority in that Houſe ; and therefore, it 


this loan was made a ſubject of influence, it muſt be influence 
ol another kind. He did not think, under all the circumſtances / 


of the times, that the Houſe of Commons was the proper 


theatre of miniſterial corruption. It was not however neceſ— 


ſary to couple corruption with improvidence in order to 
criminate a Chancellor of the Exchequer, and if there was 
any ſpecies of improvidence which it'was proper in the Houfe 
to check rather than another, it was that ſpecies which went, 


not to affix political weakneſs and political diſgrace on the 


character of the miniſter, but which tended to procure from 
him, from great and powerful men, great and powerful ſup- 
port, which he cannot conſtitutionally poſſeſs. In the pre- 
ſent caſe, the loan was diffuſed among a claſs of men, from 
whom the miniſter, even ſuppoſing him innocent of any cor- 
rupt intention, might derive much more ſolid advantage than 
from a few votes in the Houſe of Commons. e 

The firſt point in the buſineſs to which he would call the at- 
tention of the Houſe, was the mode of tranſacting the loan.— 
The hon. gent. had hitherto, been à ſtrenuous advocate for 


maintaining the principle of free and open competition in the 


contract for loans. And here he begged not to be met with the ca- 
vil which he thought fit to mix with the concluſion of his ſpeech, 


but to be underſtaod as uſing the phraſe in the Fair and candid 
ſenſe, in which it is univerſally taken by all practical men. 


Let it never be forgotten, ſaid Mr. Fox, „that in 179g, 
when he made a bargain the moſt extravagant that ever was 
made, in the contract for loans by any miniſter, the honour- 
able gentleman juſtified his conduct ſolely upon the ground of 
competition; but let me at the ſame time repeat what I formerly 
have alledged, that the exceptions. are much greater than the 
rules he himſelf lazs down; and if I vote that it has been bis 
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generel conduct to encourage competition, I vote what is not 
true. Ther right honourable gentleman had not in ſubſtance 
followed the principle of publick competition, particularly if 
they looked to the amount of the ſum borrowed, upon the 
whole, and nat the number of the loans. He. borrowed a 
capital laſt year of twenty-five millions by a cloſe loan, and 
this year he has borrowed an equal ſum in a ſimilar mode. 
I aſked. to know, What he had to oppoſe againſt theſe ?- It 
was aſked what could be the motive of the miniſter? Were 
he unable to diſcern the motive, he muſt nevertheleſs demur to 
ſuch a queſtion. In order to diſcover and aſcertain the motive 
of the right honourable gentleman's conduct, as well as cir- 
cumſtances would permit, it was important and indeed ne- 
ceſſary to conſider with ſome attention the period and the 
manner, in which the right honourable gentleman fitſt attended 
to the claim of Mr. Boyd. The year beſore laſt a loan was 
bargained, for by the Chancellor of the Exchequer... In the 
May following, when his Majeſty's miniſters thought it ad- 
viſeable to grant a loan to the Emperor, the contractors for 
the other loan objected to its falling into the hands of other 
ſubſcribers, fa that the queſtion was by no means new. In 
the courſe of that year, he contraſted. for another loan, and 
in the. contract there was no diſtin agreement ſtated, decidin 

the point on either ſide, Mr. Boyd, conſcious that he could 
ſummon no poſitive ſtipulation to his aid, has had recourſe to 
juſtice, the nature of things, and the public opinion, recog- 
nized in common uſage. Waving this, however, for the 
preſent, the honourable gentleman, having this queſtion on 
his mind in autumn 1794, made a new loan, without any pte- 
ciſe condition of aſcertaining the iſſue. It was extremely 
material to the honour of his character, fairly to tell when he 

had the firſt notice of Mr. Boyd's claims. He had pteſſed 
him often for an anſwer to this queſtion, and never bad ob- 
tained. any ſpecific reply. On this point he thought Mr. 
Boyd's evidence inconſiſtent with the honourable gentleman's 
declaration. The right honourable gentleman had declared 
that he fejected Mr. Boyd's claim in October laſt. Mr. Boyd's 


evidence went to a contrary aſſertion. lle ſtated. that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, though not directly admitting 


his claim, had ; promiſed to converſe with him on the ſub- 
ject, and had done ſo before any queſtion of com poſition ex- 
iſted ; a ci cumſtance wholly unnoticed in the right honour- 


able gentleman's account of the tranſaction-. Mr. Boyd ſaid 


poſitively, on his examination, that as 1 ou October he pre- 
ferred his claim to the Chancellor of the 
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the Chancellor of the Exchequer, being convinced of its juſtice, 
came under promiſe” to give him the preference. When the 
Chancellor of the Exehequet had ſent for the governor of the 
Bank to intimate his intention to have a free and open compe- 


tion that promiſe had been totally forgotten. Surely there was 


ſomething” of amore colpable nature in this than mere im- 
prudence:* be Chanceſtor of the Exchequer had choſen to 
forget one promiſe, and he had been compelled to break” the 
other, as his intimation to the bank could be confidered” in no 
other light than a promiſe. Mr. Boyd's claim, if it were 
juſt, ought to have been aſcertained; if it were not, the minĩſter 


had broken his faith with the public. Mr, Fox faid, he was 
willing to make every allowance for accidental otmiffions amid 


the multiplicity of buſineſs with which the attention of the 
honourable gentleman muſt neceſfarily be diſtracted, but to 
forget/ſueh' an important eireumſtance as this, admitted neĩi- 
ther palliation nor excuſe, Was it nothing, after having come” 
under a poſitive promiſe to prefer an individual, to give notice 


to the Governor of the Bunk of his intention to hold out pro- 


poſals of public competition, in which, he knew at the time, 
t would not be in his power to perſevere, and which, in fact, 
de had been obliged to abandon ? * "aq 9rd 

If the claim of Mr. Boyd was invalid, it would only vary 
the degree of guiltz and if it was valid, it was a fingular cir- 
cumſtance that it ſhould have been entirely 'ſorgottet, It 


certainly was not a claim founded upon a direct written or 


verbal agreement: but even though the claim was good, it 
was not ſufſicient to ſtand between him and the public; and 
though gentlemen were extremely fond of appealing to the 
governor of the Bank, the evidence that he gave before the 


committee went directly to invalidate his claim. The opi- 


nion of Mr. Giles was fortified by fact and juſtice: x 

As to the diſtinction attempted to be ſer up with reſpect to 
the characters of contractors and ſcrip-hblders, Mr. Fox de- 
clared that he muſt deny that Mr. Boyd had any claim as 4 
contractor. If an injury were committed, either by announc-" 


ing a new loan before the laſt payment on the vitf one was 


completed; the ſerip-holders;' not the original contractors, were” 
the ſole ſufferers. Had a pecuniary compenſation been a-ward- 


ed, it would have been; in his mind, the mode by far the moſt 


beneficial to the public.” If the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 


or if the country were bound to the contractors, the were 
equally bound to the contributors: and if ſuch à contfentation, 
bad been granted, it would have been but fair that its advah- 
tages had extended to the contributors; 28. well as to the con- 
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tractors. Mr. Boyd would have received an indemnity pro- 
portioned only to the ſcrip which he held. Suppoſing, for in- 
ſtance, that three or four hundred thouſand pounds had been 
voted to Mr. Boyd and his friends, for the loſs they ſuſtained, 
the Houſe would certainly have provided that the compenſation 
ſhould extend to all the ſubſcribers as well as the contractors; 
for how the country could be bound to the contractor, and not 
to the contributor, he was at a loſs to conceive. It was ſaid, 
that theſe come within ſome idea of riſk. But how long does it 
exiſt ? - Only till the depoſit is made. What is the nature of 
the riſ ?—A riſk may be ſo little, that it may in fact amount 
to nothing at all. Had any unforeſeen circumſtances occurred 
that might have endangered their fortunes, the public would 
not have held them to the bargain they had made. The con- 
tractor may ſometimes be obliged to hold ſcrip for a conſide- 
rable time; ſo is the contributor alſo, and the ritk on his 
part was only leſs, as the contraQor has commonly a greater 
ſhare than the contributor. In juſtice, or the nature of things, 
then, there was certainly nothing to authorize the claim. Ma- 
ny a loan has been bargained for, in this country ; but there 
has not been any to 2 a cuſtom on this head. 
Much ſtreſs has been laid upon a convetſation which took 
pres between the Chancellor of the Exchequer and Mr. 
oyd, in 1794. It ſeems the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
in order to haſten the payment of the loan, ſaid, that the fol- 
lowing February would be too late for the laſt inſtalment, 
becauſe it might be neceſſary to negotiate a new loan before 
that time. This expreſſion of the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer was repreſented as a virtual recognizunce of the claim 
of Mr. Boyd. It was not however neceſſary to aſcribe. this 
converſation to a tenderneis tor Mr. Boyd's right, when it was 
much more natural to ſuppoſe it proceeded from a concern for 
the public intereſt. This caſual effect, however, had ſuch 
an influence upon the mind of the right honourable gentleman, 
that he cannot efface the idea of Mr, Boyd's peremptory right 
to ſhut the market againſt new loans, till the laſt inſtalment 
upon the preceding loan ſhall, have been paid. To all this 
the honourable gentleman aſked, ** have I ſhewn any ſymptoms 
of partiality to Mr. Boyd? On the contrary, was it not with 
the greateſt reluctance that I deſerted my favourite ſyſtem, in 
order to ſatisfy his claim? We have ſeen reluctance, ſaid 
Mr. Fox, often uſed as a yeil under which we conceal the 
conimithon of acts which we ought not to have committed. 
We have” ſeen eee put on to ſave appearances. Of 
ehis coynels in the tight honourable gentleman, uh 
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* This ſweet, reluctant, zmorous delay, NM ; 
whether the right honourable. gentleman took leave of his 
profeſſions, I Know not, but for a man who. pretended 
ſo much financial merit, to ſuch purity, that the very doubt- 
ing of his merit was a, ſpecies of miſdemeanour in any 
member of that Houſe, the reſuctance appeared to be of 
the doubtrful kind. Still, however, he maintained that he 
kept up ſome degree of competition. Of his newly begat- 
ten ſyſtem of qualified competition, if its advantages were un- 
real, and if he was aware that it was ſuch a competition as ta 
excite contempt, I can give it no other character than that ot 
a mere mockery, a miſerable expedient to cover his determi- 
nation; and if he had a better opinion of it, and if that ſyſtem 
had any folid advantages, why did he abandon. it on the opinion 
of two angry men, and bring the bargain to ſg immediate a 
concluſion. Kur & | Fog 
Having preſſed a few ſtrong arguments on this point, Mr. 
Fox proceeded to animadvert on the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer's conduct, with reſpect to the queſtion of time, a 
queſtion which involved difficulties from which he believed 
the miniſter would not be eaſily able to extricate himſelf. 
On account of ſome preſſing buſineſs in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, he could not bring on the budget, but yet he could 
not put off the loan, but concluded the bargain twelve days be- 
fore he notified it to parliament ; whereas, on former occa- 
lions, it uſed only to be concluded one, two, or three days at 
moſt, before the opening of the budget. 
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From the circumſtances of the loan, he proceeded to ſpeak 
of the motive which actuated the negotiation, and that mo- 
tive, he thought, was to be traced. to the tranſaction of the 
Hamburgh bills. If it was not allowed to operate as a mean 
of corruption, it certainly had ſome reference. to a ttanſaction 
which took place in September, in which Mr. Boyd raiſed 
2, 00, oool. for government upon Treaſury bills, bearing a 
fictitious date at Hamburgh, though drawn here. This tranſ- 
action Mr, Fox reprobated, on the authority of the governor 
of the Bank of England, as extremely diſcreditable to govern- 
ment, and as diſgraceful to thoſe who ſet it on foot; becauſe, 
dy impoſing a fictitious ſecurity, it did an act of injuſtice both 
to the drawer and the indorſer. No houſe of character would 
be ſeen in ſuch a tranſaction, and the principle which. govern- 
ed the reſpectability of a private. houſe governed. alſo, the re- 
ſpectability of government ; nothing could be reputable. to 
either that was not fair and honeſt. When he ſaw the right 
honourable gentleman abandon his principles, when he 
him abandon them at the ſuit of an individual, and ar 
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| faw him abandon them in favour of that individual, after be- 


ing engaged in a diſcreditable tranſaction with him, the obſer 
vation could not but excite ſome ſuſpicions which it wou! 
require ſtronger reaſons than any that be bad adduced to 
ſet up a ſubſtantial defence and | eſtabliſh his innocence, 
The right honourable gentleman had ſaid, this was only a ne- 
ceſſary ſupply, which Mr, Boyd advanced in the moſt liberal 
manner for the ſervice of the country, in a time of difficulty, 
when her reſources were exhauſted, and when it would have 

n exceedingly inconvenient. to have convened parliament, 
Tha repreſentation ſerved only to enhance the-faveur con- 
erred by Mr. Boyd, and to eſtabliſh the relation between that 
tranſaction. and the negotiation of the preſent loan. To re- 
lieve the miniſter from ſuch difficulties as thoſe, and in which 
he had, involved himſelf by improvidence or extravagance, 
Was an obligation which would naturally in theſe — ce 
be 40a, highly valued to be eaſily forgotten. He might have 
negotiated a ſhort loan in September, which would have ope- 
rated as a preſent ſupply till after the holidays: that mode of 
conduct it was, however, ſaid, could not have been explained 
to France, nor would it have given that power half the idea 
of our financial, ſuperiority which ſhe muſt neceſſarily have 
formed from ſuch a highly creditable tranſaction, as raiſing 
money. by means of fictitious Hamburgh bills I. A more 
ridiculbus, and a more falſe argument, he had ſcarcely ever 
heard advanced. RO: 

Mr. Fox advertcd to the Report, and to that part of it «(pe 
cially. which ſtated the conduct and the evidence of Mr. Mor- 
gan, both of which he ſaid, appeared to him to have been na- 
tural enough. That gentleman had expreſſed himſelf in his 
evidence conſiſtently. Much had been faid that Mr, Morgan 
appeared to be angry with the miniſter on this occaſion, Was 
that unnatural {A a man, i he bg been inſulted 

ith. amockery of competition? He oft that which was 
5 ob of heart, the loan, and. therefore there was no- 
thing wonderful in his anger. Every candid man would agree 
that ſome allowance 72 to he made for a man jrritated by 
di appointment. Mr, Morgan had faid he would have made 
2 bargain for the loan, which would have been better for the 
a than this. Here was at once then the beſt of all poſſible 
evidences, the evidentia rei, that the bargain was an impro- 
vident hb: Why, it was aſked, did Mr. Morgan not bid 
boye Mr. Byyd by his proxy in the Houſe of Commons when 
the ſubject was debated, up to the whole amount, which he 
Rated the public to bave. leit? Thee anſwer 40 this queſtion 
| | F Was 


— 
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was plain, and Mr. Morgan had already given it. He did 
not bid for the public but for his own good, and there- 
fore, when he was bidding to the Houſe of Commons when 
they were called upon to ratify a bad bargain, a ſum conſider- 
able enough to make that bargain much better for the public, 
the leſs he advanced the better for himſelf, Such was the 
admiſſion of Mr. Moryan ; and he had not the ſmalleſt ſcruple 
to declare, that he felt as much willingneſs to believe a'man 
who thus admit that he wiſhes to take care of his own ' intereſt, 
as he who pretends, in money matters; to have nothing in 
view but the public good. Here then we had a man pre- 
ferred'by the miniſtet, with whom tranſactions of a very 
ſuſpicious nature had been carried on, and this preference had 
colt the public an "immenſe ſum of money. What was he 
to ſay” on ſuch a caſe? What could he ſay, but that the 
miniſter proceeded upon ſome motive or other that from the 
circumſtances and the matmer of it had rather the appearance 
of a bad than a good one; it had certainly operated to the 
very” — detriment of the public at large, and to the ill 
character of the pecuniaty concerns of this country? 

Mr. Fox next proceeded to take notice of the different 
cauſes, which the miniſter had aſſigned for the riſe in the price 
of the funds ſoon after the loan was contracted for, arid de- 
clared that he was clearly of opinion, that the — 4 
ſage, which came to that Houfe on the day after the budget, 
was the chief caufe of that riſe. The right honourable gen- 
tlemen coritended, that the news of the Auſtrian victories had 
a conſiderable ſhare in promoting the riſe, Theſe victoties, 
let it be recollected, were pretty generally known before the 
25th of November. The rapid decay of the French finances 
was affigned as another Cauſe of this political phænomenon. 
He begged however to know, if, after the 25th of Novem- 
ber, the French finances had decayed fo rapidly, that even 
the moſt — — calculator found his calculations far ſhort of 
the truth,” He was the more ſurpriſed at heating — w» | 
when he recollected that about eight months ago they were de- 
(c1ibed as being in the agonies of death, in the very gulph uf bank - 
ruptey. All arguments reſpecting the decay of the French 
finances, he confidered'as fo many childiſh and contemptible 
pretences to yell, and a thin veil it was, the ſuſpicious conduct 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. When the right hon. 
gentleman was obliged to have recourſe to ſuch „in 
his opinion, no ſr could fay more againſt — He was 
afked how he came to calculate upon the average iſe of ſtock, 
and of courſe the average premium on the loan from the tem- 
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porary effet of any particulary news? He replied, that he 
calculated upon the price of ſtock, when ſubſcribers made 
their firſt depofit, at which period the omnium afforded a clear 
profit of twelve and a half per cent. He admitted, for. argu- 
ment's ſake, that the meſſage might be the natural effect of the 
miniſter's comment on Re Kink ſpeech at the opening of the 
ſeſſion; but who did not know that a formal meſſage from the 
throne carried much greater weight with it than an occaſional 
ſpeech of a miniſter in parliament?. The fall of ſtock was 
not to be wondered at, becauſe the public had never ſeen the 
meſſage acted upon, and therefore it was but natural that the 
funds ſhould ſink to their former level. The conduct of the 
commiſſioners N to manage the funds for the liquidation 
of the national debt, in buying into the four, inſtead of three 
per cents, Mr. Fox ſtated to be another matter deſerving the 
attention of the Houſe, and a due conſideration of, it, would 
he ſaid eaſily ſatisfy them, that it was to be regarded, as a part 
of the circumſtances, that bore relation to the late improvi- 
dent bargain with Mr. Boyd. He concluded with maintain- 
ing, that the terms of the loan were much more extravagant, 
not than the country had paid at former times, but in com- 
pariſon with the terms which might, when the loan was made, 
have been obtained, by free and open competition. He fat 
down, giving it as his opinion, that the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. had been guilty of a breach of duty, on which ground 
he gave his aſſent to the original reſolutions. | 
Mr. Sheridan begged leave to offera word or two only upon 
the ſubject * . 0 Houſe, and though he was perfecily 
aware, that a e in Bo, Houſe, of an intention to 
ſay but one word, was genera e preface to a long ſpeech, . 
the Houſe had the bell j. for * keeping — 
the tone of his voice was that ſecurity. His, honourable. 
friend he contended did not make à charge. of perſonal cor- 
ruption on the Chancellor of the Exchequer, but merely ot 
improvidence. The right honourable gentleman, was fo irri- 
cab, hg caught ſuch fire at the charge, that he was himſelt 
loud. in calling for a committee to inguire into his conduct. 
He ſhould not indeed at that late hour have trqubled the Houle 
at all, had not certain remarks fallen from the right honour- 
able and learned gentleman, relative to a ſpeech of his made 
ſome time ago; a printed copy of which ſpeech he had per- 
ceived, to be in the hands of the right honourable gentleman. 
In reply to thgſe remarks, however, the Houſe need be under 
no apprebenſions of, being long detained by him, or. of his 
being, very vociferous on the oceaſion, as indeed they muſt be 
pretty ſcuſible, that a man rarely talked in a high 25 paſ- 
* ionate 
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ſonate tone, when he was nearly deprived of the power of 
utterance, *** | 1 f 
The right honourable rwrar Mr. Sheridan obſerved, 
in the courſe of his anĩimadverſions upon the ſpeech alluded to, 
had appeared to conſider himſelf as beſtowing a great mark of 
favour and condeſcenſion, by offering him an opportunity of 
retraſting what he had therein faid. Retraction, however, 
was a thing to which he was perfectly unaccuſtomed ; retracs 
tion he left to men who could reconcile. the moſt glaring con- 
traditions; to men Who could permit thoſe in power to 
adminiſter to their vanity, ambition, and their avarice; men, 
in ſhort, who could ſtrike a balance between public principle 
and private profit; for his part, his public conduct had been, 
he truſted, too regular and undeviating, to render , retraction 
neceflary ; nor would he at that moment contradict one word 
that he had uttered, or one principle that he had maintained. 
The right hon. gentleman had choſen to ſtate himſelf as a 
miniſter of finance, who had been directly accuſed of corrup- 
tion, whereas in point of ſact no perſonal charge of that na- 
ture had been brought againſt him by his honourable friend 
(Mr. Smith), nor by him. He had, for his own part, de- 
clared, what he ſhould ſtill perſiſt in aſſerting, that the tranſ- 
action was liable to preat ſuſpicion, and that there were {tror 
reaſons to believe, that it had been uſed as a means of extend- 
ing political influence of one ſort or another. Nay the Houſe 
had witneſſed ſufficient to bear out that aſſertion. They had 
beard the Lord Mayor of London obligingly come forward, 
and correct the  mon/{rous error he had fallen into, of ſtating 
that his banking houſe had been favoured with only two mil- 
lions of the loan, whereas, according to the worthy magi- 
ſtrate's better knowledge, the ſum was not two millions, but 
two million eight hundred thouſand pounds. There could not 
longer thetefore remain any ſort of doubt, but that ſome por- 
tion of this inſinuating influence had been uſed to oil that 
creaking wheel in the city, called the mercantile intereſt. 
Every poſſible method, however, had been reſorted, to that day 
to miſlead the attention of the Houſe, and draw it away from 


the main queſtion for conſideration, viz, the late circumſtances 


ot the tranſaction, and the ſhameful improvidence of the bar- 
gain, No corruption on the part of the miniſter had been, he 
repeated it, ſuggeſted by his honourable friend, but he never 
could forget, what he had alluded to in this ſpeech on a former 
day, and which had been that day infindated that he ought to 
tetract, that the right honourable Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, had hitnſelf, ſome years ago, made a ſimilar charge to 
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that which it was now pretended had been made on him, againſt 
a noble friend of his, then the miniſter of finance“. That 
noble Jord, it was undeniable, was a man of the ſteicteſt ho- 
nour and unimpeachable integrity; on that occaſion” from an 
ardent defire to put his conduct bevond all polfible queſtion in 
the tranſaction of a bargain fot à Iba, his! noble ſriend had 
fallen into the oppoſite extreme, and from a' ſcrupulous, it 
might almoſt be ſaid, a Tidiculous Anxiety to fer caluwny at 
defiance, had put the loan into the hands of his political cne- 
mies. The right honourable gentſeman oppoſite to him, had 
been one of the firſt at that day to raiſe a cry againſt his noble 
friend, he was therefore of all men in the leaſt etitled to com- 
plain in terms of indignation and haughty reſentment, that ſome 
thing ſhould be faid which N * be conſidered as an implied 
cenſure of the tranſaction of a bargain fot a loan made by him- 
felf, and not only attended with "circumſtances of à moſt 
ueſtionable nature, but in itſelf more injurious to the intereſt 
the public than that of his noble end alluded to. 
The right honourable gentleman had been pleaſed to anſwer 
what had been faid of the conſtitution of the committee, but 
he had not been correct in his reply to that point. When the 
committee was firſt moved, he had been extremely defirous 
that it ſhould be a committee of the whole Houſe, and amongſt 
other reaſons for preſſing for that ſort of committee, he had 
urged the utility of having witneſſes publickly examined at 
their bar, in the face of the Houſe, where management would 
have been impracticable, or if that could not be had, he had caſled 
for a ſelect committee compoſed of equal numbers from each 
fide the Houſe, in order that in either caſe, a fair and full ex- 
amination of the facts might have been gone into. In that 
idea he had been ſtrenuouſly ſupported by an honourable friend 
near him (Mr, Grey), who had 'aſigned additional reafons 
for having the tranſaction of the loan openly and publicly en- 
Juired into, accurately aſcertained. What had been the te- 
It of ſuch advice having been treated with contempt, and a 
committee above ſtairs appointed? The examination had been 
chiefly in the hands of the right honourable gentleman's per- 
ſonal friends; he meant to fay nothing diſreſpectful of them 
individually. He admired the talents of moſt of them, and 
eſteemed the virtues of wn Of As the right honourable gen- 
fleman had truly ſtated, he had been 'at the committee once, 
but had not given it conſtant attendance, becaufe he ſaw how 
the enquiry proceeded, and as he had gueſſed from the adopted 
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frame of the committee, ſo the reſult turged out. He did not 
therefore- envy the right honourable gentleman the triumph 
termed his acquital, becauſe he awned, had his public conduct 
as a. miniſter of finance, been to have been; made a ſubject af 
enquiry; and that enquiry conducted by Secretaries of the 
Treaſury, Half-pay-malters, members. of that board, which 
had been deſcribed by the preſident of it, as a nurſery for 
young ſtateſmen® ; in, ſhort by perſons notoriouſly dependant 
on his on political character and exiſteace, he ſhould not haye 
conſidered a report in his favour from ſuch a committee, a 
very honourable ground of pride or exultation. The report 
of the committee, ſuch as it had been, he by no means coin- 
cided with. On the contrary, he conſulered it as little better 
than a mockery, and he rejoiced that he was not one of thole 
who were reſponſible for it, | A Os 
 Haviog with conſiderable ſeverity animadverted on the pre- 
ceding part of the ſubject, Mr. Sheridan took notice of the 
manner in which the right honourable and learned gentleman 
(Ms: Douglas) had ſpoken of Mr. Morgan and his evidence. 
r. Morgan, he faid, he thought had, a right to complain, 
that his character had been harſhly treated by the right ho- 
nourable and learned gentleman, when he had ſaid that ſuch a 
witneſs was not entitled to much credit. Mr, Morgan had 
given his evidence fairly, though, he had given it with a ſort 
of conſtitutional haſtineſs and warmth of temper. It was not 
not neceſſary to hear bis name to aſcertain that he did honour 
to the principality to which he belonged. So much in a hurry 
had he been to reply to the queſtions put to him, that he ſome- 
times delivered two thirds of his anſwer before he had Heard 
above half of the queſtion ſtated, Mr. Morgan's evidence 
had at any rate the appearance of an honelt teſtimony, as it 
was promptly delivered and bore no ſymptoms 1 
tion, nor had any part of it been contradicted. He tbuched 


upon the other circumſtances of the loan in a general manner, 
and declared, that his own opinion of what gained Mr. Boyd 


the preference given him under ſuch ſuſpicious circumſtances 
| was Oo 4 — 65 of the Hamburgh bills, a franſaction which 

he had a right io ſay tended to tarniſh the national exedit, as 
the Governor of the Bank had not heſitated to declare in his 


evidence, that if ſuch a tranſaction as the raiſing money upon 
fictitious vis bills falſely, dated, devoid of common commer- 
cial ſecurity to thoſe who took them in the courle of negoci- 
ation, and calculated merely for the purpoſe of temporary ac- 


commodation, had been operated by a private merchant, it 
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would have been deemed a diſgrace to his houſe, Mr. Sheri. 
dan ridiculed the plea of the Auſtrian victories having con- 
tributed to raiſe” the funds, which he faid the right honour. 
able gentleman had ſet up, to take off their attention from 
the rea] cauſe of that riſe, viz, the effect of his Majeſty's 
meſſage, though that meſſage was in fact abſurd enough in it- 
ſelf, becauſe it declared the government of France to be in a 
negociable ſtate, whereas no new grounds had ariſen to entitle 
miniſters to pronounce it in ſuch a ſtate, . ſince they had laſt 
pertinaciouſly refuſed to admit that poſition, when an honour- 
able friend of his brought forward a motion for the 
purpoſe of accelerating peace. If the ruin of the French 
finances, the ſtrange reaſon aſſigned by the right honourable 
gentleman, for thinking France in a more negociable Rate than 
it had hitherto been, were to be admitted, he muſt congra- 
tulate that Houſe and the right honourable gentleman on the 
near proſpect of his having had the honour of having brought 
Great Britain into the moſt negociable ſtate, for the purpoſes. of 
obtaining peace, of any country on the face of the globe. 
After various other pointed ſarcaſms, and ſevere retorts on 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, which ſwelled his ſpeech 
into a ſize and extended it to a length that his exordium had 
not given reaſon to expect, Mr. Sheridan came to the ſum- 
ming up of his argument, and deduced, that when he reviwed 
the chain of ſingular circumſtances, that connected the differ- 
ent parts of the tranſaction in making the loan, when he 
conſidered how extremely ſuſpicious they were, the manner 
in which the enquiry had been conducted, the points left un- 
explained, and the ſort of reaſoning that had that day been 
ſet up in defence and exculpation of it by the right honour- 
able and learned gentleman, and the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer himſelf, he could not but with-hold his aſſent from 
any reſolution of approbation, and ill able as he was to expreſs 
himſelf with clearneſs and perſpicuity from the indiſpoſition 
he ſo obviouſly laboured under, even late as it was, he had 
thought it neceflary to riſe and declare his opinion upon the 
whole of the caſe, leſt his ſilence ſnould be interpreted into 
an admiſſion, that what he had ſaid upon the ſubject on a for- 
mer debate was premature and ill founded, and that he had 
neither the candour to retract, nor the firmneſs to maintain 
ſentiments. reſpecting which he did not, as he then avowed he 
did, feel a.decided convittion., ' | 

Mr. Douglas roſe to explain; there being a loud clamour 
for the queſtion, he ſaid, he cnly wiſhed to ſay a few words 
reſpecting Mr, Morgan. The honourable gentleman who had 


juſt 
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juſt fat down, had charged him with. having treated Mr. Mor- 
gan harſhly ; he begged leave to deny the charge; he had not 
talked of his evidence lightly, or declared that he was a witneſs. 
not-entitled to any degree of credit, but after inveſtigating his 
evidence from the pages of the Report, he had contended, that 
it appeared from nis own -anſwers, that his fecollection was 
extremely fallihle, and that in ſeveral fats it was in obvious 
error. Under ſuch circumſtances therefore,” he had faid that 
no great ſtreſs ought to be laid upon the teſtimony of a wit- 
neſs; unavaidably prejudiced, in proof of à criminal accuſa- 
von againſt a character, in the - purity of which, the nation 
had ſo much intereſt, as they clearly had in the character of; 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the miniſter of finance for; 
the eau. 51g ere | 
Mr. Smith roſe to ſay, that he had attended with great care 
both to the arguments and the calculations on which gentle- 
men in the caurſe of. the debate had reſted their defences of the 
meaſure in queſtion, and thought himſelf capable of giving to 
each à full and diſtinct anſwer; but that at fo late an hour, 
three o'clock, ) he could not attempt fo unreaſonably to avail; 
himſelf of the uſual indulgence. of the Houſe as would be ne- 
ceſſary for that purpoſe. What he thought it incumbent on 
him Eriher to offer, he would confine within very narrow, 
limits. As to the attack on himſelf perfonally, the accuſation 
either of malignity in his motives, or of unfairneſs in inſinu- 
ating more than he choſe openly to affert, gave him little con- 
cern; with reſpect to. the firit he was content to leave his 
juſtification to the general opinion of thoſe who knew him, 
and for theʒ latter, the reſolutions compared with the evidence, 
might anſwer for themſelves; the ſoreneſs of the right honour- 
able gentleman was too eaſily accounted for, to allow him to. 
feel any reſentment at its effects. On the firſt and great mat- 
ter in diſpute, the abandonment of competition, there remaih- 
ed one ground ſtrong enough in his opinion to bear the whole 
weight of the deciſion. - Ibe point which had bern concededs 
to the claim of Mr. Boyd, was confeſſedly of very great mag- 
nitude and importance; and the right honourable gentleman 
was deſitous to have it underſtood that he had received that 
entire conviction on the ſubject, which enabled him with of- 
fidence'and propriety "to" make ſuch à facrifice. Now Mr.“ 
Smith deſired it might be carefully obſerved,” that after all the 
:epreſeritations and converfations which were "ſtated to have 
worked this unwilling conviction, the honourable gentleman 
had repeatedly ſpoken of that claim, in ſuch terms as theſe; 
a circumſtance which had come but recently to his know- 
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ledge, but which deſerved attention, — which was entitled to 
ſome degree of attention,“ &e, would he then ſay, or 
could the Houfe believe, that an impreſſion on his ind fo 
lightly ſpoken of when yet warm and exiſting in its full force, 
to perſons alſo who were entitled to the ſtrongeſt reaſons which 
the honourable 283 was able to produce, and Whem he 
muſt have been deſirous of convincing, could in the nature of 
things, be the real, the ſole, and a ff 4 motive to induce 
him to ſurrender, and to 70195 him in ſurrendering, all the 
acknowledged advantages of competition; and in concluding 
immediately mw a bargain! as the preſeri loan had proved to 
the ark, ann n re that — to 
Himſelf. e 

The Houſe then divided on Mr. Douglas" 8 amendment : 


Ayes, 54 N + 171 
Nees, 0111S 5-284 : 
— 


Majority in fayour of the amendment 148 

T he previous queſtion was then put, and carried on * re- 
mainder of the firſt thirty · ſeven reſolutions. The thirty- eighth 
and thirty-ninth were afterwards negatived; and the two 
others moved by Mr. Douglas, paſſed in their ſtead, approving 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer's conduct.--- Adjourned, * 


... HOUSE OF LORDS. 


.- Monday, Feb. 29. 

The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, that as he underſtood the Vote 
of Credit bill was to be committed for Thurſday the third of 
March, and meaning to make ſome obſervations on that queſ- 
tion, be would N that the lords be ſummoned.” Ordered. 


Adjourned. 
ane & * HOUSE 


© The rellowing is a dies Copy of the Auzxounets and Re- 
'_ ©" $0LVPTIons as they Paſſed. 


: 


 Rexcoxvyn9, 

A motion was made, and the queſtion bales. pott, that it 4 this 
Route, that, i in all the communications relative to che formation of the late loan, 
which paſſed berwees, the Chancellor of the Excheguer and the governor of the 
bank of England, or any of the partics concerned, previous to the agth, of No- 
vember laſt, ghe Chanceligr of the Exchequer did invaziably profeſs areiolution 
ko adhere ſtrictiy to the principle of free and open competition 

PENG He eee -— Os 

II faſled in the negative. I | ws; == 
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rene That it appears. to chi 
Houſe, that on the a gth of November, 1795, the day appointed by the Chan- 
cellor of the Excbequer far a.meeting of the ſeveral competitors for the loan, to 
{ett!e the preljminaries thereof, and when they were all aſſembled, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, after a ſeparate conference with Meſſts Boyd and his party, did 
propoſe to the other competitors, viz. Melliſh and Morgan, to bid for the loan, 
« on condition that an aption ſhould be reſerved to Boyd and his party, of taking 
ir the loan at ſuch a price as ſhould be equal in value to one half per cent. on the 
« whole ſum borrowed; above the higheſt offer ofthe competitors.” 

And the previous queſtion being put, That that queſtion be now put; 

It paſſed in the negative. ö 

A motion was made, and the queſtion being propoſed, That it appears to this 
Houſe, that the ſaid Melli and Morgan, having refuſed to become com- 
petitors on a condition, to which they deemed it almoſt impoſſible to ſubmit, 
the Chiticellor of the Exchequer did, immediately after, without propaſing any 
other terms, agree for the loan with Boyd and his party, although it was under» 
ſtood, nr ... ſettlement on that 
day: 


And the previous quaſtion, being put, That that quetion be now puty . 
Tt piſſed in the negatives 


Am tion was made, and the queſtion being propoſed, that it TAE EY 
Hoſe, that by giving is Preference to Boyd and his party, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer did totally depart from the principle of free and open competiti 
after having, by a communication through the Governor of the Bank, only 1 two 
as preceding, expreſaly invited perſons to bid on that principle, and who had alſo 
Previouſly x made tions for that purpoſe z : 1 

And the previous queſtion heist put, that that duellen be now put; 5 

It paſſed in the negati ve. 

A motion was made, and the queſtion being propoſed, that 1 it ren to this 
Houſe, that the preference, fo given to Boyd and his party, was "claimed } by 
en the foundation of 1 ſuppoſed fa in the ſettlement of the preceding loan f. 
the ſervice of the year 179 6, between the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the 
Boyd and Mie party; namely, that ec the contract was entered into under the con- 
„on, that no other public loan for this country ſhould be made, until the 

period fired for the laſt payment of the toan then coßträcted for mould Fave 
* elapſed ;” and on the allegation, that the negotiation of u he loan i that time 
would be injurious to the fald Boyd and his party; j 

Ver. III. 2796. F £ And 


* 


a... 
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„And the previous queſtion being put, chat that nemme be erat 

It paſſed in the negative. ; 

A motion was made, and the queſtion being i ths it appear to this 
Houſe, not only that the ſaid. Boyd has not any where contended or affirmed, 
chat the preceding condition was ever expreſſed i in ſpeciſic terms, or reduced to 
any form; but that the contrary is implied i in the arguments made uſe af by him 
in ſypport of his claim, viz. © that it was à right, which was founded in an 

4 and the nature of things, recognized by conſtant practice and public. opinion; 

And che previous queſtion being put, that that wee be now gut; 

rt paſſed i in the negative. | 

' A motion was made, and the queſtion being propoſed, that it does not appear 
+6 this Houſe, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer has any where admitted the 
reality of ſuch engagement or condition, having been made by him with the fail 
Boyd and his party, but, on the contrary, that he did Rate to the parties aſſembled 
at his houſe on the 2 5th of November, © that. the circumſtances had come but 
« recently to his knowledge,” and that he did not admit any obligation to exiſt, 
#though the ſaid Boyd contends that his right was not only founded in juſtice and 
lie nature of things, but recognized by conſtant practice and public' opinion; 

And the previous queſtion Wr be apy 

1 Tt paſſed in the negative. 
A motion was made, and the queſtion being propoſtd, that it appears to this 
#5 Houſe, that no ſuch condition is, in fact, either expreiſed or implied, in any of the 
Wy. papers laid before this Houſe, in which the particulars of the contract for the ſaid 
loan appear to have been fully adjuſted and ſettled between the contracting partics; 
And the previoue queſtion being put, that that queſtion be wy put 
1 paſſed in the negative, 

A motion was made, and the queſtion being propoſed, that i appearn to this 
Nouſe, that ſuch a reſtriction is introduced into the memorandum of the con- 
tract for the loan for the ſervice of the preſent year j and that no precedent is any 
where alledged for the introduction of a Ripulation ſo new, and of * * con- 
ſequences may be extremely important. f 

And the previous queſtion being put, that that queſtion w__ put; 

It paſſed j in the negative, 
A motion was made, and the queſtion being propoſed, that it e 
Houſe, that in the month of October 7/95, the ſaid Walter Boyd, Efquire, did 
Ante to the Chancellor of the Exchequer the right of the contraftors to object o 
the tegoctatign « 'of a new Joan 3 that the Chancellor of the Exchequer did, d 
>: occaſion, fay, that he would ſend for their party (viz. that of Boyd And Ro- 
barts) to hear what they, had to ſay, before any competition ſhould take pluce 5 


but, that he emed pohtitety determined not to * 4 their claim. 
” . 
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And the previous quedion being put, that mat queſtion be naw put | 

It paſſed in the negative. 

A motion was made, and the due ion being yrapaſes, e en e 
N that ths ſaid Boyd, in his addreſſes to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
on the ſubject of his ſuppoſed right to a preference over the other competitars 
ſupported that right by arguments drawn from his Gtuation as an holder of ſcrip 
of the preceding loan, and from the injury which he and che other contractuts for 
that loan muſt inevitably ſuffer, as holders of that ſcrip, by the introduction of» 
eighteen millions more into the market, while. a large portion of the- laſt year's 
bert was fill on band and that it does not appear that the ſaid Boyd did ever A- 
ledge, or pretend, to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that he had an unalien- 
able inhereat right to a preference for the loan then depending, which belonged to 
him excluſvely, as a contractor for the preceding, a * he mould have 
diſpoſed of the whole of his ſhare therein. 

And the previous queſtion being put, cha the quo be now pats | 
A motion was made, 6 Age Ow hep a Ee ien 
Houſe, that it is, generally, to the negotiation of à new loan hefote a certain 
period, to Which the ſaid Walter Boyd odjects in all his communications with,the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer; and that the principle of his olyeRion' to ſuch 
regociatian applies equally, whether the depoſit on ſuch loan be appointed to take 
place ſhortly beſore or aſter the laſt payment on the preceding loan. 

And the previous queſtion being put, that that queſtion be now-puts :-- .* 

It paſſed in the negative. - 2:43 ba 's 

A motion was made, and the queſtion Wang propaſhts that, „ enen 
Houſe, that the value of the exiſting funds is affected in a far greater degrge by 
the negotiation for a new loan, and the ſettlement ol the terms thercafy than by 
the making the depoſit on ſuch loan after it is ſettled- 4343-3 erty 

And the previous queſtion being put, ha that quaſi be now ty tt 

It paſſed in the negative, 

A motion was made, and the queſtion being propoſed, that it appears to "this 
Houſe, that, delore all the payments were made on the loan for che {ervige of, 15 
year 1794s the Chancellor of the Exchequer did negoclate a A 
laid Boyd and his party for the year 17954. and that, although, co ble fy 
of the loan for 1794 were then outſtanding as floating ſcrip, though 8 A 
conũderab' y affected by the trählaction, and though the depolit was expected to 
de ſpeedily called for, yet neither James Morgan, Eſquire, nor any other of the 
contributors to the former loan either oljectell to the negotiation, or make any 
complaint on accoynt of it. 

And the previous queltiqn being pat, that that queſtion be now put; 

I p aſſed in the negative, 

Ff 2 0 A motion 
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committee and tobe heard by counſel 1 bal 


Petition 


A motion was made, and the queſtion being propoſed, chat it appears to this 
Houſe, that, waving all conſideration of the intereſts of the contracting parties, 


caſes may ariſein which it might be highly prejudicial to the public ſervice, if the 


Chancellor of the Exchequer ſhould be precluded from entering into a negoSation 


for a new loan, or from fixing the depoſit to be made on ſuch loan on ſome day 


previous to the laſt payment on the preceding one. 


And the previous queſtion being put, that that queſtion be now put; 

It paſſed in the negative. 

A motion was made, and the e de eren, that it appears 60 this 
Houſe, that, of the 24,076, fool. of additional capital, created by the loan for 
ſervice of the year 1795, there remained, on the 24th of November laſt, only 
1,962, 5321, of floating ſerip; that is, which had not been converted into ſtock 
by the full payments having been made thereon. 1 

And the previous queſtion being put, that that queſtion be now put; 

It paſſed in the negative. 

A motion was made, and the queſtion being propoſed, that it appears to this 
Houſe, that of the loan raiſed in the year 1795, for the ſervice of the Emperor, 
and guarantgM by his Majeſty, there remained, as floating ſcrip, on the 24th 
day of November laſt, the ſum of 1,394,7341-; and that, therefore, even if 
the exiſtence of the ſaid Auſtrian ſcrip be allowed to create any lmpediment to the 
uegotiation of a new loan, for the ſervice of Great Britain (as ſeems to be aſſerted 
by the ſaid Walter Boyd) yet the total amount of floating ſcrip, ven 5,0 49h 
November laſt, did not exceed 3,456,296l. 0 

rr ae 

It paſſed in the negative. 

A motien was made, and the queſtion being e Aae e 


| to this Houſe, that the houſe of Meſſrs. Boyd and Ce. eo RN oe 


than 500,0c0l. of the ſaid ftoating ſerip, | 

And the previous queſtion being put, that that 36 pats 

It paſſed in the negative. | 
A motion was made, et HR es GO WTO 5 


to:this Houſe, that the ſaid Walter Boyd took any ſteps to aſcertain who were the 
Holders of the ſaid floating ſcrip at the time of the negotiation of the preſent Joan, 


or to proc ure for them any indemnification for the injury which they might ſuffer 
from the introduction of ſo large an additional PROP as ROY; new 
capital into the market. 

. Api the groviewsaueſing being pris that that wenka re, 

It paſſed in the negative. 

A motion was made, and the queſion, a e 
Hour Gasfeder ſterling ſubſcribed for the ſervice of the yeur 

1795 


U 


ra WOODFAEUS PARUHOWENTARY REPORTS. * 
"Perition-againft Woolhavinigtoninelofure was refeired to a 


COMME, and to 2 P counſel. 
199 DR. 
1795, ho" ous 1 4857718; 1 N the "54h ume 
late 

eee en 0. pat WO une be now bes; 

It paſſed in che negutivoa-. bs 


A motion was made, and the 3 Seas propoſed, that Ie appears to this 
Houſe to have been a matter of public notoriety, fbr ſome Weeks previous to 
the 25th of November laſt, that Moeſſrs Melliſh and Mr. James Morgan were 
making preparations to be _—— fer the lock wiki — for 5 ſervice 
of the year 3796. ; 

And the previous queſtion being put, that wy — now petty © 

It paſſed in the negative. 

A motion was made, and the queſtion being propoſed, that it appears to ' this 
Houſe, that, under the circumſtances of this notoriety, and notwithſtanding his 
own engagement to Meſſrs. Boyd, and Co. the Chancellor of the Exchequer did 
even on the 23d of November, formally authorize the Governor of the Bank to 
announce to all the parties concerned, that the loan would certainly be diſpoſed of 
by competition without having ſent for the party of Mellrs. Bays and ny to 
diſcuſs their claim. 

And the previous queſtion being put, that that queſtion we- put; 

It paſſed in the negative. 

A motion was made, and the queſtion being propoſed, that it appears to " 
Houſe, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer did not, in fact, ever ſend for the 
ſaid Boyd and Co.; that the diſcuſſion of their claim with him Jia ack talks place 
at all, but on their own tepeated application, and then not till the very day before 
the Competitors were to meet; and that till they were actually met, the parties 
of Morgan and Melliſh were not appriſed of any doubt exiſting in the mind of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer on the admiſſibility of Competition. * 

And the previous queſtion being puts that that an be rer n 

It paſſed in the negative. Lo 

A motion was made, and the queſtion being propoſed; . it . 
Houfe, that Meſſrs- Boyd and his party were very wilintz to leave the terchs of 
the loan 0d r who did fix them accord - 


* 
> 


gg» I; 


ingly. «+44 4 . 00-444 5 9.33 14.2014 be. 445 1s: 21's 16 £59615 4 
And the previous quifionbeingpot, that ca oe re 
It paſſed in the negative. 2 d: e157: 


A motion was made, and the queſtion being ee that it . to che 
Houſe, that the contractots for the loan of 1795 could not ſuffer any pecuniary 
loſs by the introduction of a new loan before all the payments on the preteding 
loan were cempleted, otherwiſe than 286 holders of ſcrip, or ares therein; and 
that, on that principle, all the' contributors to the loan of 1795 had 'avgood a 

551 claim 
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dk. your uNTER's MUSEUM. 
ge 9 Shuc burg Evelyn. ſaid, he had 2 petition to 


n of which, previous to his offering it, it would be 
| be 
TY SEPT KIN n OP EIA WT BE. na 


wap as the ao to a 9 for the N loan, in 1 ty 
the amount of the: ſhares in the loan of 1796 then held by them reſpectively; 

And the previous queſtion being put, POTEN ION 1 
It paſſed in the negative. 

A motion was made, andthe cation iaing pope that it gone. to this 
Mouses that Mr. James Morgan, one of the perſons intending to be competitor 
for the late Joan, has given in evidence to the Commmitte, that he would have 
offered, on the 25th of November, to have taken the ſaid loan on the followiag 
terms; 1201, 3 per cent Conſolidated Annuities, 251. 3 per cent. Reduced, and 
38. 6d. per annum of Long Annuity, for every 1col. ſubſcribed, being a differ- 
ehce of 38. per annum Long Annuity, or 499, Sol. more advantageous; to the 
public, — DBP 4 £15 GO to the ne 
Boyd and Co. 

7 cat that queſion be now ra, 

It paſſed in the negative. 

A motion was made, and n hae It apprare bo th Hoyſe, 
that the loan ſo finally and unexpeRtedly ſettled, on the ſaid 25th of November, 
was not ſubmitted to the conſideration of this Houſe until the th at December; 
and that the mw was not e from the contributors until the x0th of 

December. f f 

And the previous queſtion being put, hs Coat ord cx 

It naſſed in the negative. 

A mation was made, and the ta; that it e this 
Houſe, that this interval of twelve days, between, the ſettlement of the terms of 
the loan and the ſubmitting it to the conſideration of this Houſe, very greatly ex- 
ceeds any that. has been known on ſuch occaſions ;- and that no-advantage is likely 
to accrue to che public from an interval ot ſuch unprecedented length. - 

And the previous queſtion being put, chat chat queſtion be now rotz 

It paſſed in the negative. ' 

A mation was made, and the queſtion being propoſed, an rde ts 
Houſe, that lis Majeſty's gracious meſſage, containing a communication, that 
his Majeſty would be © induced to meet any diſpoſition for a negotiation, on the 
« part of the-enemy, with" an carncit 'deſwe tp give it the fulleſt and ſpeecic!t 
« effect, was delivered to this Houſe on Tueſdey the $th of December J and 
that in conſequence of the intimat'on contained in the meſſuge, the value of the 
loan ſuddenly roſe above 5 per cent. creating, by that operation only, an addi- 4 
tonal profit on Naur eee 
ſterling. 

lan rocn quation bes j tar that qufiog rei 


X 8 I, ©. I—_ 
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be neceſſary for him to ſay a few words in explanation. The 
late Mr. John 1 had he ſaid, by his will directed ehe 
truſtees 


It paſſed in the negative. 
A motion was made, and the queſtion being propoſed, 1 to this 
Houſe, that, if the ſettlement of the loan had been deferred (as bad been uſual 


on former occaſions) until a day or two before it was ſubmitted to the conſideration 
of this Houſe, ſome communication. to the parties of the probability of a meſſage 
from his Majeſty, fimilar to that which was delivered, might have preceded the 
ſettlement ; and that the public might then have had the full benefit of that ade 
yance in the public funds, which it was impoflible not to forefee that ſuch a meſſage 
would produce, and which, in the preſent inftance, actually amounted to 2 
ſum 9 thouſand ann the loan ſo recently Papers 
ſor, 

And POR AGRI being put, that that queſtion be now put; 

It paſſed in the negative. 

A motion was made, and the queſtion belng propoſed, Cre 
Houſe, that the ſum of £.649,000 of the 4 fer cent. annuitics, created in" the 
jeu 1795, was in pledge at the Bank, on the 24th of November lait ; 

And the previous queſtion being put that that mne 

It paſſed in the negative. 

A motion was made, and the queſtion being propoſed that it appears to this. 
Houſe, that on the 3d day of November, 1795, the commiiſioners appoitted for 
the liquidating the national debt, did, for the firſt time, begin to goo "_ 
the 4 per cent. conſolidated annuities 

And the previous queſtion being put, that that ita be now IM 

It paſſed in the negative. 

A motion was made, and the queſtion being propoſed, chat it appears to this- 
Houſe, that, immediately on the purchaſes by the ſaid commiſſioners being* made 
in the 4 per cent. annuities, a yery conſiderable advance took place in thb price 
of the ſaid annuities, at 3 per cent. annuities not rifing in equal proportion 

And the previous queſtion being puts that that queſtion be now put; 

It paſſed in the negative. 

A motion was made and the queſtion being propoſed, hats Apes to "this 
Houſe, that, on the application of dome af the parties concerned in the negotiation. 
for the preſent loan, through the medium of the Governor of the Bank, the 
Chancellar of the Exchequer did agree, that the whale of the new capital ſhould be 
created in the 3 per cent. conſelidated and reduced ann uities, with a very m, 
pcoportion of long apawities, to. t he total excluſion of the 4 per cents. and con- 
trary to the general practice on former occaſions, when ſums of confderable gs. 
nitude have been raiſed ; 21 

And the previous queſtiou being | put that that queſtion be now put; | 

1: paſſed in the negative. 
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truſtees therein appointed to offer to the Britiſh Government 
. pine een uable eee or d n hiſ- 
tory 

. and the 1 N that ene ue le 
Houſe, that, in the month of September, 1795, the ſaid Walter Boyd did, at the 
requeſt of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, undertake to advance money for the 
uſe of government to the amount of one million, for which he was to reimburſe 
himſelf by bills to be drawn upon the Lords Commiſſioners of the Treafury, to be 
accepted by them, and negociated at his own convenience; and that bills to the 
amount of C. oo, ooo were drawn in London on the Commiſſioners of the Trea- 
fary, in the name of Walter Boyd, Junior, bearing a Qitious date, at Hamburgh, 
ſeveral weeks preceding the time at which, with the privity of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, they were really drawn in London; and that the fald Walter Boyd, 
Junior, is a gentleman not engaged in any Houſe of buſineſs in Hamburgh ʒ 

And the previous queſtion being put, that that yen 7 now pus j 

It paſſed in the negative. 

A motion was made, and the queſtion being propoſed, that it appears to this 
| Houſe, that the faid bills, though drawn in London, yet profeſſing to be foreign, 
and not writen on ſtamped paper, were of ſuch a nature and deſcription as the 
Bane of England would have refuſed to diſcount for any commercial houſe what- 
ever, and ſuch as it would have been injurious to the credit of any private houſe to 
have negociated z | 

- And the previous queſtion being put, that that queſtion be now put z 

It paſſed in the negative. 

A motion was made, and the queſtion being propoſed, that it appears to this 
Houſe, that the ſaid Walter Boyd, Eſq. has declared that no part of his right to a 
preference, as a contractor for the new loan, was grounded on the tranſaction of 
the bills dated at Hamburgh, and circulated by him for the ſervice of government, 
that be never had any expectation of that ſort ; and that he took no merit at all 
to himſelf in having conſented to that operation; | 

And the previous queſtion being put, that that queſtion be now put; 

It paſſed in the negative, 

A motion was made, and the queſtion being put, that it appears to this Houſe, 
that no ſuch declarations on the part of a contractor, palpabably preferred, and 
| Toumoderately benefited, by the gift of a loan of eighteen millions ſterling, on ſuch 
terms, and accompanied with ſuch arrangements, as to create a profit of 12 pt 
cent · or C 2,160, O00, before the firſt payment became due, can acquit the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer of having departed from the peinciple of free and open 


competition in favour of Walter Boyd, Eſq. in a manner * with the 
intereſt of the public ; 


It paſſed in the negative, 
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tor y, which had colt him the labours of a lifes and a large ſum 38 
of money, to collect, upon ſuch terms as ſhould appear to be 
fairly its value. And in caſe of th Britiſh Government de- 
clining the purchaſe, the ſaid truſtees were directed to 
ofter it to any of the Governments of Europe, who ſhould 
think proper to/purchale it. To carry this truſt into execution 
in the firſt inſtance, Sir George ſaid, the petition in his hand 
was intended, which be would propoſe ſhould be referred to 
a committee ; according to the orders of the Houſe, however, 'y 
ſuch a, petition cauld not be regularly offered without permiſ- wn 
ſion previouſly granted, he had, therefore, another petition, i 
praying for ſuch permiſſion, which he moved for liberty to 
bia TO | | & 2 
Me. Curwen, objected. to the bringing in the petition at a 
time of calamity like the preſent, when the nation was over- 
burdened beyond. its ſtrength to bear; when the greater. part 
of the community, as well as many perſons of ſmall property, were 
ſcarcely able to ſupport themſelves and pay the taxes; and when 
a ruinous and deſtructive war had impoveriſhed the country, aud 
inthe proportion it was impoveriſhed, greater and greater exacti- 
ons were occaſioned to be laid on it, but above all, when it was 
menaced with horrors of an approaching famine z; he could not 
therefore conſent tolay a dae on his conſtituents that 
was not unavoidably neceſſary to its ſafety. There were 
times when England could afford to be munificent: at preſent, ſo 


* 8. 
_ = — 
8 
. — 6 
n 
»s 2 * 


” a 
r Tu Wm, 


A motion was made, and the queition being put, that it appears to this Houle, 
that, in every part of the tranſaction, of the late loan, che public intereſt has been 
{acrificed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer z and that the profits to the con: 
tribut5rs, at the expencce of the nation have been ſo exorbitantly ſwelled 
43 to have riſen, even before the depoſit was made thereon, to an amount greatly 
exceeding the depoſit itſelf, viz. bn a loan of eighteen; millions to the evormoud 
and incredible ſum of two millions, one hundred and ſixty thouſand pounds 
tterlingz it paſſed in the negative. 7 N Bo 

Ee * | rr ht 
That it appears to this Houſe, that the terms of the loan were fuel with # 
due regard to the magnitude of the ſums borrowed, and provided for, as well as 
to the mark&t price of the funde, and the ſituation of public affaire, at the time 
- the bargain was concluded, © © E N 
a © Reſolved, | 2 n 
ie That It appears to this' Houſe, that, jn every part of the transaction of the late 

loan, the conduct of the Chancellor of the Exchequer was actuated by 4 view to 
the public intereſt ; and that there is ns ground to ſuppoſe that any interſerence 
0 took place on the patt of any perſons connected with government in the diricu- 
Con of any part of the faid loan. 2 | 4 pr 
Vor. III. 1796. G2 | far 


. 


far ſrom being able to be generous, ſhe was ſcarcely, capab 
of being — Another reafon for his objection was, that the 
muſeum was not opeũ to public inſpect ion, and conſe quem 
ought i not to be made a general chargGmee .. 
Mr. I. Hawkins Browne ſaid, that as it was not intended 
to make the purchaſe of the muſeum a burden this ſeſſion, 
- whatever the determination of the committee might be to 
whom the petition ſhould be referred; and, as it Was optio- 
nal in the next, he did not perceive any cleat ground fot ob- 
jection. The late Dr. John Hunter, with great ſcientific 
knowledge, unceaſimg perſeverance, and an expence of twenty 
thouſand pounds, at leaſt,” had made a uſeful and curious col- 
lection, which, by his, will, he wiſhed to be-preferved umim- 
paired and undiftnbuted; and, accordingly, requeſted that a 
- propoſal ſhould firſt be made to the govetnment of this country 
to purchaſe it at ſuch a price as ſhould appear reaſonable to 
both parties; and, if this propoſal were refuſed, an offer was 
then to de made to any foreign government, and aſterwards 
to any private individual. He had himſelf oſten ſeen the col- 
lection, as he doubted not many other gentlemen in the Houſe 
of more ſcience than himſelf had done, and as far as he was 
- able'to give his opinion upon it, he did not heſitate 10 pro- 
nounee it a national ornament, and of great national utility, 
whether he conſidered it in a ſyſtematic, general, ot particu- 
lat point of view. The whole purport of the preſent petition 
- was for a committee to inquire whether this collection ſhould 
be ſuffered to go out of the kingdom or not? it did not at pre- 
ſent extend fo ſar as the actual purchaſe. But the honourable 
- gentleman-oppoſite had ſtated, that it was not open to public 
"1 ion. Of this he was not able to ſpeak at preſent; but 
be knew that in the late Dr. Hunter's time it was always open 
to publie- inſpection; and he believed that, ſince his death, it 
had conſtantiy been made uſe of for public lectures. | He un- 
dien ſtood that means had been pointed out for its purehae, 
which would be extremely beneficial, and he thereſate hoped 
that the period was not yet arrived, when, becauſe we may 
be compelled to ceaſe to be generous, we muſt alſo ceaſe to 
->be-<juſt;” The Houſe would be able to judge better, upon 
the report of the committee; and he thereſore wiſhed no fur - 
ther objection at preſent to be made. ee. 
Sir #illiam Nung ſaid, he wiſhed, as a friend to literature 
and ſcience, that the petition might be brought up. He 
thought the Houſe could not with propriety reject the petitiou 
of the executors and adminiſtrators, of the late Surgeop Ge- 
»:\nefal of the Army, eſpecially upon à ſubjet which, -after the 
labour and experience of his lifes: was proved ta den eraſes 
"14,7 2 2 : 0 
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bo beneficially to relieve the ſubjects of this realm in caſes of 


great diffeulty, aud conſequently calling for the moſt eminent 


ill. The queſtion upon which the Houſe was then to de- 


tide, was, whether this muſeum ſhould be diſpoſed of to our 
dyn or to a 2 1 That in caſe ch former alter- 
native was made, there might be ſome grounds for the execu- 


tors at à future — lay in 2 claim. I his deeiſion muſt de- 


pend upon the examination of evidence ſrom the firſt medical 
and chirurgical characters, and that ſome s might be 
made towards that examination, which would fully aſcertain the 
utility of reſerving this collection; be therefore W ou0nrs of 
wu would be permitted to be brought uß. 

Mr. Francis wiſhed to know if any price was Red, adi 
not how it would be eſftimated? 

Mr. Huſſey ſaid, he did not Senn de nano thay 


of this colſection; but objected upon the ſame derade 


thoſe ſtated by his bonoucrable friend (Mr. — 
vnderftood from the gentleman that ſpoke laſt but one, — 
object of the petition was not to purchaſe the muſeum in the 
preſent ſeſſion, but morely to lay the ground for a future claim. 
That was, as he underſtood it, that — Houſe would thereby 
pledge itſelf to purchaſe; but as nothing further was intended 


to be done this ſeſſion, he faw Dee the whels Gould 


not de put off to he neut. 

Mr. Gurtenuy ſaid, that if the profent application bed been 
a job, or intended for a jobbing purpoſe, he certainly ud 
not give his vote, as he meant to do, for receiving the peti- 


tion: it was a tequeſt to which the Houſe ought not, be con- 
ceived, to heſitate one moment to aſſent, as a tribute not ogly 


to juſtice but to polic ras Mr. John. Hunter, was not over- 
rated when called the ſurgeon in the world All Europe 


tegarded bim as ſuch, but, fortunately for this country tbe 


benefit and the credit of his labours had been our own. He 


had devoted his life and his labours to the improvement of his 


profeſhon and to the enlargement of ſcience; and, long be- 


fore he had reached the higheſt round of his: fame, Dr. John 


Hunter was conſidered at home and abroad as an honour; to 
his country. In the courſe oſ his reſearches, he not only da- 
boured indefategably, but expended ſuch immenſe Jams 
as would have am A him, if thrown into more 


uſes, a large ſortune; by enriching. ſcienct, and ferving bis 
country and mankind, be had rend dene: hen 


his family far from affluent. uods 

_ The: treaſure he had been ſo long, laberioullyy. and with 

- ſuch-expence collecting, he, in his Jaſt act, offered! tothe 

* - ſervice" of his country on fair terms j and no claim caule be 
Gg2 more 
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more unexceptionable; or more modeſMly preferred than that of 
his repreſentatives. The Houſe of 2 not only 
the guardians of the pbblie purſe, but the rewarders of public 
merit, it would therefore be ineonſiſtent with a legiſlative aſ- 
ſembly gifted with ſuch functiens, and charged with ſuch 
- duties to refuſe to lifter to ſo teaſonable an appſication. In 
conſider ing the ſubject the Houſe ſheuld take along with 
them, that the muſeum was not ſo much an object of curi- 
oſity us of uſe in the ſtudy of anatomyyhõunurrn 
T be petition was brought up and read. It ſtated,” that as 
the executors were not appriſed of the notice which the Houſe 
had given, not to receive private petitions after a cettain day, 

in time to prepare the petition for 4 committee; to examine 

the utility of the late Dr. John Hunter's muſeum}; they peti- 
tioned the Houſe to indulge them, by giving leave for that 
petition now to be brought iss. 


- + Leave was given, and the other petition was brought in and 
read, when upon the queſtion being put for referring it to a 
committee „ 0330 2047 60043 eee 

Mr. Hiaſſey begged to be informed, why they wiſhed to re- 
fer the. petition to # committee immediately, when the muſe- 
um, ſuppoſing it to be thought a valuable object to the public, 
could not be purehaſe till next ſeſſion of parſiame nt. 

Sir William Young ſaid, the nature of the petition differed 
from a petition for an incloſure Bill, inaſmuch às it required 
the flow-and delibe tate examination of profeſſtonaſ individuals 
to decide upon particular parts of the muſeum, while it re- 

ned the opinion of ſeientiſie men in general to decide upon 
nationab utility oſ the whole. He therefore hoped that the 
preliminary, or ground - work of the proceedings, which was 
the formation of a committee, upon whoſe report the Houſe 
would afterwards bs left at liberty to purchaſe it or not, would 
not bonne e ee wn eee eee eee 
Mr. Gurwen ſaid, that nothing which he had heard could 
convince him of the neceſſity of urging the meafure at this pe- 
riod, if it was to be purchaſed however, he wiſhed it to be 

2 to the inſpection of all perſons, and at all times; and he 

0 wiſhed to have the whole amount of the purchaſe immedi- 
ately brought forward, wich the other public accounts, that 

they might be provided fot at once, and that the people might 

Have ſome general idea of their condition before we proceedet 

Further in the calamitous war in which we have been ſo long 
and unfortunately engaged, WI OO ES © 


- 


The petition was. referred to a ſelect committee. 
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into a r reading of the, Hill for mme a 
bounty nting of pptatocs. 15 
. P ee © by ected t it, becauſa, he. thought, — 
good could ariſe, from it, .agd. bepauſe no well, founded oo 
9 5 utility had been offered to the Houſe. 
Fir Tb bn. Sinclair hiforqed the honourable ag thee 
the, reaſons or 9 Bill bad bea Weds in the; "gr e the 


Boagd, igulture.; %% dd ty „r 

M. 157 255 he 44 not. | el biwſelt jullißed 10 give 5 
conſent to cle commitment o the Bill, becauſe the, price ot 
Yorkthice, wheat. laſt, Friday on the Corn (Exchange, was 408, 
and eherefore it 2ppcared,, 72 him that while the groguce _ the 
land iel ele ſuch,a um, there: was no realop: to give. a e 
mium for abe. produce of lind. ne 

Mr. Duncemb complimented. Sir J. Se r niger. 
tant ſervices Board of Agriculture had rendered, the Coun 
try. To the honourahle baronet's mealures the country was, he 
ald, indebted in this time of (carcity, that there were in Eug- 
land fifty thouſand * acres of potatoes, laſt year, Wbich, but ſor 
his ttuly patriotic exertions, would not have been planted.— 
In Preſent, caſe, however, he. differed. from him, and 
thought chat the bigh price proviſions bore, was of itlell 
a duften bounty to encourage the planting ot polatocs. 21 

Mr, Summer, was for . te committee. Potatoes 


were, he ſaid, very plent 
be 1 5 20 Eng 10th 


SLELE 


potatoes TE more food, than AlN * aud an bot af 
beat; it, therefore could not be a. proper object of gs 
The more jt, was Jeft,to-it(elf the better. 
Sir Febn Sinclair ſaid, he had no particular. objoth * 5 
ing forward. the meaſure, that every member in the Howl: 
not, ag near At heart as himfell—Pyblic benefit, alone Seeing 
however, that many gentlemen differed, from Jun, he would 
not preſs it further at preſent; but Wen the. Reps han wool | 
procuce W e | a 
HAMBURGIT b Fangen 


Me. Febull roſe 4 im conformity-t6 the notice he had gi ren; 
and ſaid, it ever there was à period which, in a partjen- 
lar manner, demanded the conſtitutional jealouly, and watch= 
tulneſs over the meaſures of government, more than anothef, 
it was the period at which he had nom the hohaur to atdrets 
ie Hoeuſe. It Was a period big with calamity and viftreſs; 


a petiod 
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- a 1 


2:0 WOODFALL'S PALIAMENTARY REPORTS. © [Coutony, 
: * Lo x 4 2» ” |; 


a period when. their conſtituents,, oppreſſed by every ſpecies 
of extravagance, were groaning under a load of unſupportable 
"burdens, the preſſure of which. was aggravated by the horror 
of an impending famine, The enormous and exampled pro- 
fuſion Which had been manifeſted in the conduct of the war, 
be was happy to hear, was about to be ſubmitted to the Houſe 
on à ſuture day. It was nevertheleſs their duty to enquire, 
not only into the extent, but the mode of the expenditure ; to 
the manner in which the money was raiſed, as well as to the 
zuſes to which the ſums were applied. With this view he 
begged to ſubmit the motion, which he ſhould have the ho- 
-nour to make, to the impartial conſideration of the Houſe, 
It was founded upon part of the report of the committee upon 
the ſubjeR of the negotiation of the Joan, and it implied a 
charge againſt the Chancellor of the Exchequer, no leſs than 
that of having acted in a fraudulent and diſhonourable manner 
in his public capacity; or of having brought che acceptance 
of his Majeſty's Treaſury into diſgrace, and of having laid 
the foundation ſor future frauds. and colluſion in the public 
money tranſactions of government. 

Had any particular incitement to the foundation of this 
eharge been wanting, the principles and manner of the ſwind- 
ling negotiation he was about to diſcuſs, down to the degret 
of aſperity and warmth with which the right honourable gen- 
-tlemen-oppoſite had always argued upon it, bad furniſhed it, 
it being a kind of axiom generally admitted in that Houſe, 
that, in ns the right honourable gentleman's con- 
ſciouſneſs of his own malverſation, he commonly evinced a 
Jobs) of temper. It was not at that time a matter of enquiry 
how it happened, .tbat, after the enormous loan 'which had 
been previouſly. granted, the right honourable gentleman, ſo 
— 2 — of September, came. to be in want of ſo 
wuch money s neither was it à matter of that day's inquiry 
how. it me t paſs. that the right hon. gentleman Was not 
upon ſuch terms with the Directors of the Bank, as to ob- 
tein the ſepply he wanted, by, way of anticipation from 
them. That: it -was not the diſpaſſtion of the Bank to ac- 
commodate the right honourable gentleman appeared from 
Mr. Beyd's evidence. who ſuggeſted the e Which 
government could be provided with the money wanted, 
and ſtrongh recommended the pr ate Bo ſecrecy with 
regard to. the tranſadtion. It was to be obſeryed, that 
ſecrecy Was. the).concemitant... mark. and badge of fraud; 
and de was : ſuxthermore. to. be obſerved, that the manner in 
Which this buſineſs was arranged, was, according” to Mr. 
Boyd's own declaration, not the moſt uſual, though, at 


another time, he urged it as * the leaſt uncommon.“ How be 
c 


had made the tight honourable gentleman himſelf ſinoe 
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- 7 does 
could reconcile thoſe terms he was at a loſs to determine. He 


afterwards Rates, that Eit was às regular us che eireumſtances 


« of tie caſe, with all the Views weh it was neceſſary to con- 


« ſider at the time, could admit of. This ſtate ment, to be ſure, 


wis 2 little inexplicable, and ſomething like the phraſe of (ex- 
iſting circumſtances ;” 7 phraſe ambiguouſly formed, and uſed 


to ſuit every occaſion where ambigaity and deluſion are expe- 


dient. The Hotfe would alfo collect from Mr. Boyd's evi- 


dence; that he declared, he expected no remuneration what- 


ever; and that *he was exteremely flattered with the idea of 


having thus had an opportunity of rendering a ſervice to the 


public without any hope of reward.“ The Houſe would re- 
member, likewiſe that he affiſted government at a time when 
the bank was not inclined to do it; and yet he expected no 


conſideration for his aſſiſtance. This, however, was not the 
opinion of others: it was not the opinion of Meſſrs. Giles, 
Mellin, and Morgan, ſince it appeared, particularly by the 
evidence of Mr. G 5 
cally, underſtood that a preference would be given to Mr. 


iles, that he virtually, though not 


Boyd in the negotiation of the late loan, fo far even as to ex- 
clude any hope of ſucceſs, on fair and reaſonable terms, from 
the other competitors ; and that in conſideration of this tranſ- 


action; or, to uſe his own words, at leaſt that had there 


been no other reaſons in his mind, he ſhould certainly have 


not ſuſpected that any preference would be given to Mr. 


on that account; but it was natural for bim do think that it 
could not impede that preference; he meant fimply that it 


could not put him in a worſe ſituation. And when hewas aſked, 


© whether he did not think it put him into à better ſituation “ 


he replied, that he really did not turn this in his mind ſous 
to have thoſe diſtinct ideas about it; be Hiever went further in 
converfation than to ſay, in effect, that he had his ſuſpicions, 


which he did repeatedly. what he would uſſe could theſe faf- 


picions be which he communicated to Mt. Morgan; dut that 


Ar. Boyd had accommodated the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer at a moment when he was in want of money, and was 


_ embarraſſed to obtain it, and that the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer conſidering himſelf under an obligation to Mr. Boyd, 


was likely to render him ſome ſervice. In the opinion of 
Meſſrs. Giles, Melliſh, and Morgan, thetefere, chere wan un 
idea of gratitude, à breach of which ſubſequent circumſtances 
confider 
as a crime. A wok „ Degen 
It appeated alſo, from the evidence of theſe three gen 
that they were "unanimous In their opinion, chat the —_— 
711 * n rea nende 8 4 Th 
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in which Mr. Boyd accommodated government with theſe 
Bills *woulds have difcredited any private mercautile houſe 
whatever, and that they would have ſhaken the credit of any 
private individual. A difference, however, was endeavoured 
to be drawn between a public adminiſtrator, and a private 
merchant, and while a mercantile houſe required neatneſs, 
preciſion, fidelity, and integrity in its tranſactions, it appeared 
that the right honourable gentleman oppoſite, in bis public 
capacity, could diſpenſe with all thoſe qualifications, and was 


ä | * «© Toſ:atch a grace beyond the reach of art“ 

whenever the exigency of his affairs required it; and provided 
it was done with a proportionate degree of ſecrecy and contii- 
vance, he felt himſelf indemniſied. | 

- Another-{cature of fraud and colluſion in the tranſaction of 
theſe bills wa, that che Bills were without ſtamps, though inland 
bills of exchange. Jt was an axiom legally admitted, that an 
appearance of fraud like this, will vitiate any tranſaction ab init, 
and the moment that a cauſe had come into court reſpecting 
any of theſe Bills, when it was found that they were inland 
Bills of Exchange, drawn upon unſtamped paper, the whole 
would have been completely annihilated, the parties would 
haue been nonſuited, and the Bills, together with the right 
of action, have fallen to the ground. Here were three ſpe- 
cies of preſumptive fraud: firit the ſecrecy of the tranſaction; 
ſecondly, the antedating of the Bills; and thirdly, the drawing 
of them in this country upon unſtamped paper. 

I be Bills were pretended to have been drawn by Mr. Wal- 
ter Boyd at Hamburgh, and therefore the better to make them 
paſs as foreign Bills, they were not ſtamped; ſince, if they 
had-realiy een drawn at Hamburgh, no ſtamp was necellary, 
Sutely that Was a molt glaring ſpecies of fraud; . becauſe when 
they were negotiated and brought to the Zank for diſcount, if 
tue holdet of ther Bill bad been aſked where was the drawer? 
was bg not in England? What anſwer could be given? The 
holder muſt either diſgrace the paper and diſcredit himſelſ, or 
he. muſt v ſſert a fraudulent falſehood. And the ſame perſeve- 
rance in fraud would be found, when it was aſked how the 
fruits of thele Bills were paid in? as they wers paid to the 
Paymaiter General of his Majęſty's Forces to the amount of 
729z000!,by order of the Lords Commiſſigners of the 1 rea- 
tuty, in duect violation of an ct paſſed in the 23d of George 
111. for regulating the office of the Paymaiter ot his- Majeſty's 
Forces, whren Mi. Jeykll delired might be reaadQ. 1 : 
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The act having been read as to the clauſe in queſtion, Mr. 
Jekyll obſerved, that the ſtatute juſt read, was paſſed at a late 
period for preventing embezzlement, and for interpoſing the 
Bank as a falutary check upon the Paymaſter-General. It 
was evident therefore that the money for theſe bills had 
been paid by order of the Lords Commiſſioners of his Ma- 


jeſty's Treaſury, to the Paymaſter-General of his Majeſty's 


forces without the regular intermediation of the Bank, and 
that by a mode too a little circuitous, in order to give the Go- 
vernors of the Bank the go-by. They had never yet heard 
how this money was applied, though he hoped and truſted 
they ſhould hear of it hereafter. Perhaps a part of it might 
be expended at Iſle Dieu, a part in the unfortunate expedition 
to Quiberon, and a part for the embelliſhment of Holyrood- 
houſe. He did not care for the right honourable gentleman's 
rimace, nor ſhould he ſuffer any interruption From it; he 
bad been long enough in the habit of fitting oppoſite to the 
right honourable geatleman, to grow careleſs of pantomime. 
When the right honourable gentleman had got rid of the 
charge, he might indulge in pleaſantry, till then he ought to 
advert a little more ſeriouſly to the ſubject. He was charged 
with having, in connivance with Mr, Boyd, impoſed upon 
the Bank by fictitious bills, and he reminded the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, that in the caſe where the negotiation of 
Liverpool and Mancheſter bills, with fictitious indorſements 
came before the lords, a very ſerious doubt was entertained, 
whether ſuch bills did not amount to a forgery, and whether 
the parties concerned in that indorſement ought not to be 
hanged for it, though their lordſhips did not come to any 
deciſion upon it. If that were the doubt however, when the 
indorſement only was fictitious, what was to be faid when the 
drawer and the place were both fictitious, and the bills drawn 
on unſtamped paper, antedated? ' How ruinous muſt ſuch a 
proceeding be upon the market itſelf! And what would the 
right honourable gentleman ſay to the ſituation of the bill- 
holder, in caſe the Bank had conſidered them as illegal and 
incomplete, and diſcount had been refuſed? It ſeems that in 
future the bill-holders will have a degree of ſuſpicion and mif- 
truſt infuſed into their minds, and what ſecurity had they that 
whenever the Chancellor of the Exchequer was preſſed for 
money, he would not do that in 1796 which he has done in 
1795! Who can tell that in the proſecution of this bloody, 
waſteful, and horrible war he may not be driven again to the 
ame ſyſtem of fraud, - colluſion and treachery ? Beſides, how 
are people to know in future whether a bill that may be offered 
Vo. III. 1796. H h them 
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them is a fair bill from the Treaſury, or a fictitious one from 
Boyd? and then what will be the conſequence but the loſs of 
public credit, the ſtagnation of public buſineſs, and univerſal 
miſtruſt and misfortune ? 

The right honourable gentleman upon a former evening had 
maintained that there was no fraud in this tranſaction. The 
right honourable gentleman's definition- of fraud muſt ſurely 
be an extraordinary definition ! "The right honourable gen- 
tleman had grounded his aſſertion that there could be no fraud 
if there was no deficiency of aſſets. Had there not, he de- 
fired to know, a whole month elapſed after the laſt payment 
of the loan of 1795, and before the time theſe bills came due ? 
The bills were drawn on the 10th of September, and for- 
tuitouſly ſome of them ran to the 3d of February before they 
came due, What was the actual itate of affairs? If no new 
loan had been bargained for in the interim before the xoth of 
December, the time that the firſt claſs of theſe bills became 
payable, an action might have lain againſt the accepter, the 
drawer, and the indorter of the bills, but it fortuitouſly falls 
out again, that on the very day on which the firſt claſs of theſe 
bills became due, videlicet, the 10th of December, that the 
depoſit of 10 per cent. of the new loan is made on the ſame 
day, and thus wb pays himſelf out of his own fund. The 
fund was then leſſened by the prompt payments, and towards 
the latter end of the year the payments came in faſt, or the 
funds at that period would not have been by one-half of the 
value of the bills. The right honourable gentleman had ſaid, 
« if the notes were not regular, they were an evidence of the 
loan like memoranda, or 'I reaſury warrants,” but he ſeemed 

to forget that they wanted the ſimilitude. This, after all, is 
called a peccadi/ls, which in the hurry of buſineſs might be 
overlooked ; he would however aſk the right honourable gen- 
tleman, whether he had not a kind of foreſight that this exi- 
ency might happen, and whether it was not the buſineſs of a 
hancellor of the Exchequer to look for and provide for ſuch 
exigencies whenever they do happen. It had formerly been 
a queſtion with him, and he had heſitated, whether the loan of 
1795 ſhould be for 18 or 19 millions. If the right honourable 
gentleman had been aware of the neceſſity of this reſource, 
why did he not apply for a loan of 19 millions at firſt, inſtead 
of ſhaking the public credit as he had done, by coming in the | 
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middle of ſummer for another million? It was then faid, that 
baving an unforeſeen demand, he was obliged to apply for it t 
ſomewhere, and as Parliament was not fitting at that time, t 


and as it was neceſſary to be ſecret, leſt the enemy ſhould be 
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appriſed of the preſſure of our circumſtances, he was com- 
pelled to have recourſe to this expedient. He wiſhed gentle- 
men would pay a little more attention to ſubjects where the 
public money was at ſtake, and regretted that there was ſo thin 
a houſe upon ſuch an important occaſion, - What would the 
enemy ſay now, he deſired to know? Such a mode of argu- 
ment could not but have an odd effect. Would this tranſaction 
remain a ſecret? What would the enemy ſay, but that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer of Great Britain has been fo 
diſtreſſed for money, that he has condeſcended to concert a 
plan with a perſon named Boyd, for raiſing it, by forging bills 
which were antedated at Hamburgh, though drawn in London, 
and that he had not only been guilty of a defraud, but a direct 
violation of an Act of Parliament. How would a noble lord 
oppoſite (Lord Mornington) have leaned upon the table, and 
dwelt with peculiar energy and delight on ſuch a tranſaCtion, 
if it had happened in France? How would he have taken 
pains diſtinctly to inform the Houſe, that in order to evade a 
fooliſh committee of control, ſomething like our Bank of 
England, and give them the go-by, the Miniſter of Finance 
bad, in conjunction with another perſon, negociated fictitious 
bills, pretended to have been drawn at Bourdeaux; and how 
would Re have expatiated on ſuch a ruinous mode of proceed- 
ing, which had not only hurried them to the precipice, but 
plunged them into the gulph of bankruptcy ? 

Mr. Jekyll declined taking up the attention of the Houſe 
any longer, as he was not aware that he had any thing very 


urgent more to preſs on its conſideration; therefore, after apo- 


logizing for the dryneſs of the ſubject, which, nevertheleſs, he 
ſaid could not be unintereſting, he concluded by moving the 
following Reſolutions :: 

I. « It appears to this Houſe, that Bills to the amount of 7c, oool. were 
drawn in London in the month of September, 179 5, on the Commiſſioners of 
the Treaſury, in the name of Walter Boyd, jun. bearing a fictitious date, at 
Hamaburgh, ſeveral weeks preceding the time, at which, with the privity of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, they were really drawn in London, and that the 
aud Walter Boyd, jun. is a gentleman not engaged ir. any houſe of buſineſs in 
Hamburgh. f 

II. It appears to this Houſe, that the ſaid ſum of 700, col. was paid to the 
Paymaſter-Gencral of his Majeſty's Forces, by order of the Lords Commiſlioners 
of his Majeſty's Treaſury, in direct breach of an Act of Parliament paſſed in the 
twenty-third year of his preſent Majeſty ; and that the Governors and Directors of 
the Bank of England coul4 have refuſed to diſcount the notes negociated for this 
money, becauſe they were illegal, being inland Bills of Exchange, aud drawn 
upon unſtamped paper, 
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III. “ It appears to this Houſe, that the ſaid tranſaction is illegal and uncon · 
ſtitutional; and that it has brought the public credit into diſtepute and ſuſpicion.” 


Mr. Charles Long roſe to object to the Reſolutions, and to 
reply. He ſaid he would give the Houſe a fair and exact ſtate- 
ment of the whole of this tranſaction. Early in the month of 
Auguſt, 1795, it was found neceſſary to raiſe money for the 
pubic ſervice, in anticipation of certain portions of the pay- 
ments on the Loan and Lottery, which remained unpaid up to, 
and became due in, the months of November, December, and 
January. Mr. Boyd was in conſequence applied to, who, 
through the means of a relation at Hamburgh, his agent there, 
and with whom he had a variety of money tranſactions, agreed 
to accommodate Government, He recommended ſecrecy for 
the ſake of the ſucceſs of the meaſure, leſt the knowledge of 
ſuch a circumſtance ſhould produce a ſcarcity of money. It 
happened, that before this buſineſs actually took place, Mr. 
Walter Boyd arrived in London, and the exigency of public 
affairs would not permit them to ſend to Hamburgh in any 
convenient time for a remittance of ſuch bills as they wanted. 
The only irregularity therefore, that he diſcovered, was in the 
antedating of the bills, and dating them from Hamburgh, for 
if they had been drawn in Hamburgh and tranſmitted to Lon- 
don, he conceived they would have been petfectly regular. 
This was the truth of the tranſaction, and he did not mean to 
diſguiſe any part of it, 'The honourable and learned gentleman 
had called the bills fictitious, and the whole tranſaction a 
ſwindling negociation. Where there were no funds to pay the 
bills when due, he admitted ſuch a tranſaction would amount 
to ſwindling, but he objected to ſuch an application of the term, 
where there was a ſufficiency of money or merchandize to 
anſwer them. The honourable and learned gentleman was 
obliged to have recourſe to a common ient, and ſupply a 
— argument by a ſtrong expreſſion. He had defined ſwind- 
ling to be a mode of obtaining money under falſe pretences: 
this was partly true, but he had left out the material part of 
the context, vi. with a view to defraud. There was no fraud 
whatever intended or practiſed in any part of this tranſaction; 
and ſo far he was at iſlue with the honourable gentleman. 

His next intention, Mr. Long faid, was to ſtate what was 
the amount of the money in the Exchequer on the 10th of De- 

cember, 1795, and what was the amount afterwards paid in 
upon the loan and the lottery ; and he ſhould then be able to 
prove, as he truſted, clearly and ſatisfactorily to the Houſe, 


that there was more than ſufficient to diſcharge the e 
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raiſed by the negociation of theſe bills, without any anticipa- 
tion of the new loan. There was 310,000l. in the Exche- 
quer at that time paid in upon the old loan and lottery, and 
145, 00l. was afterwards paid in on the ſame accounts before 
the cloſe of 1795, and early in 1796, and before the time al- 
lotted for the payment of theſe bills, 135, oool. more had been 
paid in as the laſt payment upon the old loan, and 160, oool. 
for the lottery, making in all 750,000l. and 200, oool. more 
was paid in February upon the loan for 1796, which, if ne- 
ceſſary, might alſo have been applied. | 

The next objection of the honourable gentleman was the 
payment of the 700,000l. to the Paymaſter-General of his 
Majeſty's Forces. This, Mr. Long faid, he had been deſired 
to do by order of the Lords Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, 
and if he had offended againſt the letter of the Act of Par- 
liament, he hoped he had not offended againſt the ſpirit of it. 
He underſtood that balances were not left in the hands of the 
Paymaſter-General, but he did not underſtand that money 
was not to be paid in his name, for that had always been the 
regular mode, though the money did not remain there, but 
was Carried immediately to the Bank, and there placed in his 
name, Only by carrying it to the Accomptant to the Pay- 
Office, notice was thereby given to him of ſuch payment, and 
in the end it amounted to preciſely the ſame (ng. | 

He would not, he faid, have troubled the Houſe further, if 
the honourable and learned gentleman had not connected the 
tranſaction with the negociation of the loan. To prove the 
Governor of the Bank entertained ſome ſuſpicion that Mr. 
Boyd would have the preference of the loan, the honourable 
gentleman. had ftated the Governor's declaration, that it was 
natural for him to think that this tranſaction could not im- 
pede the preference to Mr. Boyd; but he did not ſtate upon 
what grounds the Governor actually did form his ſuſpicions, 
who, being aſked that queſtion, replied, © his reaſons were, 
\ that he conceived Mr. Boyd's party, in point of good faith, 
© had a claim. to ſome preference, from the conditions ſtipu- 
© lated at the making of the preceding loan having been de- 
*viated from; and he thought them too ſagacious to omit 
* availing themſelves of that r what evi- 
dence, admitting all its force, did this ſuſpicion reſt? upon 
that of Mr. Morgan; and he meant no perſonal offence, when 
he ſaid he could not give credit to that Gentleman's aflertion ; 
his reaſon was, becauſe the evidence of Mr. Morgan was re- 
plete with inconſiſtency and contradiction, Having pointed 
out ſome difference in this evidence as a proof of its incon- 
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ſiſtency, Mr. Long faid, he perfectly recollected the engage. 
ment between the Chancellor of the Exchequer and Mr, 
Boyd, upon the loan of 1795, which was, that if another loan 
was bargained for before the laſt payment of the old one, he 
ſhould be entitled to the preference. He concluded by moving 
the previous queſtion, | | 

Mr. For roſe merely to explain what he had ſaid on a for- 
mer night on the ſubject of theſe bills. He had ſaid, it was 
© raiſing money under falſe pretences.” He would ſay again, 
that if a bill be drawn, purporting to be drawn at Hamburgh, 
but actually drawn in London, you do, with reſpect to thoſe 
who diſcount ſuch a bill, raiſe money on falſe pretences, for 
you have no right to raiſe money from another upon a bill 
without telling the whole truth about that bill. It is no ex- 
cuſe for you to ſay, that the ſecurity is good: you have no 
right to determine for another what is a good ſecurity, 

Sir William Pulteney (aid, he ſaw nothing to complain of in 
the tranſaction of theſe bills. There was a ſum of money 
_ raiſed in the month of September. In our preſent ſtate, there 

muſt be a variety of operations provided for, and the demands 
of Government might eaſily exceed the money that was ready, 
as Minitters could not always foreſee what would happen; 
if, however, they did not provide by extraordinary meaſures, 
when. the neceflity aroſe, and an exigency preſſed, very fatal 
conſequences might enſue, He did not feel that this was a 
very extraordinary charge as to the amount of the ſum. The 
ather part of the charge againſt the Miniſter was this: that 
the tranſaction of theſe bills would lead foreign nations to ſup- 
poſe that. we were driven to our laſt ſhift, elſe we could not 
think of raiſing money in ſuch a manner; and ſome gentlemen 
ſaid, that the Bank of England were ſo well convinced of the 
impropriety of this mode, that they refuſed to have any thing 
to do with ſuch a tranſaction; and the Governor of the Bank 
had ſaid, that it would be ruinous to an individual. Thus they 
faid, in effect, that the Bank of England would not ſupport 
the Government of England. He did not think that this was 
very fairly ſtated by thoſe who wiſhed well to the country. He 
did not ſee that the Bank of England had made any ſuch re- 
fuſal as had been inſiſted upon, or had faid ſo. Mr. Giles ſaid, 
that the Bank was not applied to upon that ſubject, and there- 
fore we might acquit both Government and the Bank on that 
part of the caſe. The truth was, that the mode adopted in 
the tranſactions of the Bills, was not the uſual mode with the 
Bank. Admitting, however, that it had been applied to, and 


had refuſed, a fact of little importance to his argument, Go- 
vernment 


E 


«+. a—_ Mc a 


res ,] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 233 


vernment muſt, in that caſe, have found itſelf obliged to apply 
to ſome other quarter to raiſe the money by ſome other means. 
Will any gentleman ſay, that Parliament ſhould have been 
called at that unuſual ſeaſon of the year, a circumſtance which 
muſt not only have alarmed the people at home, but mult 
have impreſſed all Europe, and particularly France, with an 
idea of the exhauſted ſtate of our reſources? Was it not bet- 
ter to raiſe the money in. the quiet, private manner that had 


been adopted, than to take any extraordinary ſteps, which 
might have created unfounded opinions reſpecting the ſtate of 


our finances? The Miniſter applied to a private Banker for 
a temporary ſupply of two millions of money; the anſwer 
was, © there is plenty of money.” Gentlemen Profeſſed to wiſh 
well to their country, but they had not taken the trouble to 
explain this to a foreign power. : 

The next queſtion was, the mode of raiſing this 700,000. 
which was raiſed on theſe bills. Mr. Boyd faid, that a bill 
of exchange was the beſt poſſible inſtrument to be made uſe 
of for this purpoſe; and ſo it was in the courſe of buſineſs; a 
bill of exchange could be readily transferred, which could not 
be done with a bond, or with a treaſury warrant. 

The next queſtion was, how far the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer had been concerned in this? Undoubtedly he ſhould 
give to Mr, Boyd that ſort of ſecurity which he, as a private 
banker, liked belt; and ſurely there was no crime in railing 
money by anticipation from the Bank, or from a private ban- 
ker, as in this caſe; conſequently there was no fraud in this 
tranſaction, If the country was ſo wealthy, that its Govern- 
ment can get money from individuals inſtead of the Bank, 
there was not much to fear for the want of it. 

The next point to be confidered was the rate of intereſt in 
this caſe. Mr. Boyd required five per cent. inſtead of four per 
cent, This was explained by the evidence in the report. I he 
money was not to be all furniſhed by Mr. Boyd himſelf, Ic 
was not to come all out of his own coffers. "The Bank never 
diſcounted under five per cent. and why ſhould it be required 
that Mr. Boyd ſhould do it for leſs? He was obliged to em- 
ploy a broker in this tranſaction, whoſe commiſſion was to be 
taken out of his profits, and which diminiſhed them conſidera- 
bly. The broker's premium on the two millions and a half 
was a quarter per cent. on all he procured. In ſhort, Mr. 
Boyd had no profit whatever, except where he advanced his 
own money. But if there had been a good deal of profit on 
the tranſaction, why ſhould not Mr. Boyd receive it? in re- 
ality, however, his profit had not been great. _—_ 

| | i 


''* 


N 
1 
ö 
1 
4 


— Cap —— 
— 


R A - 


+ ee ire, oe ws = 


2 


-— -- 


of 1 1 * 1 0 o * * = * 
9 d * * - * * 7 - 420-2 >. — — 0 rn s 4 i — 
- — ER —_— <p N a 32 s ace ** > fp" — o 
N — 1 | Rs pts PE c D L. 5 - 3 
2 * . . * 
N * * n — * . RS — 99 L 85 —— 


2323 


+ &- 


—— 


— — — — 
N A = gs” >; ee Og» 7 vs, 
. — * — 1 — 

— N . N 


— — Derr „„ 


* — #4 Aw 


as 


C ow” 12 6 * W 9 n went * * 
OY + 3 er" mx y * 9 A 8 4 — * — — -— 
S — pa : - rr * ** 1 — x 7 » 
„„ . : - is nl ke . 2 


2 
* Ss » <4 T2 — 
9 
— — « 
— —— > * 2 
- : „ mw 


93 
26. 


« * pe 


Ran 
„ . 
r 


240 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Comons, 


With regard to this being an entirely new thing, he muſt 
obſerve that that obſervation was not well founded. He re- 
membered a tranſaction in the year 1772 : the Bank of Eng. 
land agreed to advance 60,000). on the ſecurity of a Weſt In. 
dia eftate; the Bank never diſcounted any bills at that time 
for more than two months. Bills in the caſe he alluded to 
(the caſe of Walton and Elliſon, who had a houſe at Edin- 
buagh) were drawn at two months. They were all dated, 
and purported to be drawn at Edinburgh, whereas the Bank 
knew the perſon who drew them was conſtantly living in Lon- 
don. Theſe Bills were therefore drawn at a wrong place, 
had a wrong date, and yet although the Bank knew theſe 
things perfectly, they made no objection; the Bills were re- 
newed every two months, and the Bank went on diſcounting 
them in this way for two years. This was not called a frau- 
dulent tranſaction, or a ſwindling tranſaction. It was the 
only way in which the Bank could or would do the buſineſs; 
but the falſe date or the place never occured to them to be any 
objection to diſcounting theſe Bills. 

The only remaining point was, that theſe were foreign bills 
which Mr. Boyd was concerned in, whereas they were ſtated 
to be inland bills, and that therefore they ought to be drawn 
upon ſtamped paper. Sir William ſaid, he could not diſ- 
cover any deſire manifeſted in this tranſaction to defraud go- 
vernment. Who was to receive the duty of the ſtamps ? 
Government. How then was government defrauded of that 
duty by being excufed from paying it: if they were to be 
ftampt, government muſt have paid. It was only faving go- 
vernment the trouble of paying with one hand and receivin 
with the other. Nor was there fraud of any kind in this 
buſineſs; it was intended that the whole ſhould be paid to the 
bill-holders, and there was a ſufficient fund for that purpoſe. 
This appeared to him to be no more than that government had 
not calculated properly, as to the amount of the public ex- 
pences, which might be to be defrayed in the month of Sep- 
tember laſt. The whole of the amount of the deficiency was 
only 700,000]. He was ſurpriſed it was no more, conſider- 
ing every thing which we had to provide for; he really thought 
it was miraculous they had not a-call for more than that ſum 
at the time. Government ought to have a liberal allowance 
when under calculated expences. Under ſuch circumſtances 
as were at this time, they ought to be allowed to have more 
money in hand than they had immediate occaſion for. It was the 
caſe of every common banker, he-was always obliged to have 
more money by him than he had immediate occaſion for, that * 
Wt mig 


Zr r A A . Sa r . au... co ec . 1 


Fes, 29.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. . n 


might be able to anſwer an extraordinary demand whenever it 
ſhould be made upon him. In this cafe there was no improper” 
uſe made of the money raiſed upon theſe bills. Notice was 
immediately given when the money was raiſed, and it was 
carried that very day to the Bank. In ſhort, every requiſite 
was complied with which the law directs, and there was not, 
in this caſe, any deviation from the enactment of Mr, Burke's 
bill. | 
Mr. Grey ſaid, he had never been more aſtoniſhed than at 
many of the ſentiments expreſſed by the worthy baronet in the 
courſe of his ſpeech, he was ſtill more ſurpriſed, however, at. 
the manner in which an Engliſh Houſe of Commons, the 
guardians of the public money, appeared to be affected upon a 
tranſaction of ſuch magnitude and importance. The o_ | 
baronet ſeemed to think that the tranſaction, the preſent ſubject 
of inveſtigation, was not only juſtifiable in itſelf, but perfectly 
harmleſs in the mode in which. it was conducted. He thought 
that it was matter of little ſurpriſe that miniſters had made even 
ſo ſmall a miſtake in the calculation of the requiſite ſums for 
the ſervice of the year. Perhaps, indeed, to the worthy ba : 
ronet the ſum of 700, oool. ſeems a trivial article in the un- 
exampled expence of a war into which the right honourable 
gentleman had plunged. What, however, was the amount 
of the deficiency which was thus treated fo lightly, and what 
were the circumſtances which attended this tranſaction? In 
February the budget was opened—a ſum of eighteen millions, 
exceeding any former loan, was borrowed to provide the com- 
prehenſive eſtimates of the year, the land and malt tax, beſides 
2 vote of credit of two millions and a half, and the loan on Ex- 
chequer bills, were put into the hands of the executive govern- 
ment. In the month of September, however, money is re- 
quired to carry on the war, and to anſwer exigent expences, 
and yet the worthy. baronet wonders that the miniſter had erred- 
ſo little in his calculations! The money raiſed by means of 
theſe bills was ſaid to be merely the anticipation of ſums that 
were to be paid in upon the loan at the uſual period of inſtal- 
ment, and that too was a matter that gave the worthy baronet 
no ſurpriſe z at which he was the more aſtoniſhed, as in the 
month of Auguſt, fifteen millions eight hundred thouſand 
pounds of the loan had been paid up; a ſum fully equal ta 
what could reaſonably have been expected. But on this ſub- 
jet he would not now dwell at length, as a day would ſoon 
come (his motion on the ſtate of the nation) when he would 
minutely enter into this and other ſubjects. Little ſanguine as 
he was in the ſucceſs of the motion which he intended to make 
Vol. UI. 1796. Ii 4 
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on this ſubject, yet if the Houſe evaded an enquiry upon the 
general queſtion, it ſhould be with their eyes open, and the 
public ſhould judge of the rectitude of their conduct. His 
bringing forward the motion would at leaſh give him the ſatis- 
fa&tion of knowing that he had done his duty, that he had 
expoſed to the Houſe matters which loudly called for inveſti. 
gation, evils which ſtrongly required to be redreſſed, and that, 
if they will continue to approve a ſyſtem of extravagance, 
miſmanagement, and double dealing, if they will ſuffer the 
country to be burried on to its ruin, at leaſt they ſhall be ap- 
pr iſe d of their danger. 9588 re de 
It was true, the tight, honourable gentleman ſeemed 
confident in his demeanour, and he wiſhed he could pro- 
nounce, in the aſſurances of innocence; but the ſupercili- 
ouſneſs hieb he aſſumed was not the moſt. becoming behaviour 
upon 2 tranſaction off ſo important a nature, and which in- 
volved fo ſetious-a chatge. In his mind the affair was re- 
chenſible, nat only in itſelf, but in the manner in which it 
been conducted;/; The object was bad, but the circum- 
ſtances were till wartſe.' In his mind a tranſaction of that 
nature with an indivivhial, differed materially from a ſimilar 
one with the Ban though the worthy baronet had claſſed 
them together. The Houſe ought to tecollect what was the 
conſlitutional object pff the vote of credit, Exchequer bills, 
and the prompt payment of the loan. If che right honourable 
entleman erted {a egregiouſly in bis, calculation as to require 
Felh ſupplies before half the year bad elapſed, if he raiſed ſums 
by anticipayon in a way wholly-unknown and at a rate of in- 
tereſt altogether- unſanctioned by parliament, he violated the 
lays of the land, to: Which he was amenable. What however 
was the intereſt paid for the ſums thus raiſed? A diſcount of 
three hen cent. Was allowed: for the prompt payment of the 
lean. Upon the advance of Mr. Boyd, five per cent. was 
given. Miniſters had then violated the laws of the land, the 
very att of parliament by which the loan was made, by giving 
a rate of | intereſt ſor the anticipttion for which a diſcount of 
three per cent. was allowed by act of parliament. Even this 
too might be in addition to the legal diſcount.” From whom 
was this advance obtained? It was from Mr. Boyd, the con- 
tractor for the loan, and the public mignt be paying eight per 
cent, on the laſt payment of the loan, while Mr. 'had 
advanced fos- accommodation to the government, what was 
again to he paid 2, part of the loan. Upon the diſcount he 
received three per cent, and as intereſt was paid at five per 
cent. for three weeks beyond the laſt payment of the loan, eight 


Febs 29.) WOODFALL'S/PARLFAMENTARY REFORTS, - £43 
cent, was thus gained by Mr. Boyd, and at the fame time 
the diſcount allowed by parliament could have no effect, while 
the ſuperior inducement of five. per cent. was preſented to 
withhold it, It was ſaid, however, that at the period when 
the bills were due, there was a ſum of 750 οον in the Trea- 
ſury, which, had it been neceſſary, would have ſerved for the 
payment. [ Mr. Leng ſaid, .acrots. the trouſe, that the ſum 
ſtated was in the Treaſury at that time, or came in upon the 
joan, and Jottery ſubſequent to ĩi.]7 oo on DI 
Mr. Grey proceeded, and ſaid, he wiſhed to know if there 
were no other fervices that demanded the application. of this 
ſum? He would. ſuppoſe a cafe, extremely improbable in the 
preſent ſituation of affairs, that a change of miniſtry had taken 
place, and certain fervices ſecured by the act of appropriation 
had-required the ſupply of that money, how would the bills 
have been paid when they became due? Would another 
Chantellor of the * have been authoriſed to divert 
the money he found in the 8 from the appropriate uſes, 
to the — of ſuch, bills Phe bills were antedated, 
drawn really in London, though aſſuming to be at Hamburgd, 
which were thus negotiated, and impoſed upon perſons ignor- 
ant of the truth, ho in ſuch an evem would have been unable 
to recover payment. The cafe of Walton and Elliſon was 
by no means in paint. I here all the parties were apprized 
of the footing on which they acted. Beſides, the worthy 
baronet ſhould; have told che reſult of this commerce which 
was Carried on. He had had an opportunity of knowing the 
affairs of that Houſe. A gentleman whom he had been ac- 
quainted with in early youth had become connected with them, 
ignotant of the ir true ſituation, and was involved in the ruin 


with which they were overwhelmed, and forced to end his days 


abroad. Would the -honourable; baronet ſay, that the Bank 
thinks ſuch a tranſaction às cheſe bills, is an honourablè one ? 
Mr. Giles, the Governor, had ſtated the very reverſe, and 
given it as his opinion, that it would hurt the credit of an 
private houſe whatever; that it would hurt their credit 
much, that the Bank would not diſcount for them; on that 
teſtimony, and that authority, he could give it no other de- 
icription than that of a fraudulent tranſactlon. Mr. Boyd had 
ſtated, that ĩt would be neceſſary to conceal che real nature of 
the bills, in order to have tnem negotiated'y and the miniſters 
of the country, thus connived in imp upon individuals, 
and involving them in a bufineſs whichy wich a knowledge of 
tne circumitancesy they would have declined. I's ha aL,jma⅛Zůl- 
cd parliament, or adopted 2 of obtain q 4 ſupply, 
+ 1 8 
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on this ſubject, yet if the Houſe evaded an enquiry upon the 
general queſtion, it ſhould be with their eyes open, and the 
public mould judge of the rectitude of their conduct. His 
bringing forward the motion would at leaſh give him the ſatis- 
faction of knowing: that he had done his duty, that he had 
expoſed to the Houſe matters which loudly called for inveſti. 
gation, evils which ſtrongly required to be redreſſed, and that, 
if they will continue to approve à ſyſtem of extravagance, 
miſmanagement, and double dealing, if they will ſuffer the 
coontry to be hurried on to its ruin, at leaſt they ſhall be ap- 
priſe d of their danger. i of * 0 
It was true, the right, honovrable gentleman ſeemed 
confident in his demeanour, and he wiſhed he could pro- 
nounce, in the aſſurances of innocence ; but the ſupercili- 
ouſneſs which he aſſumed was not the moſt. becoming behaviour 
upon 2 tranſaction of ſo important a nature, and which in- 
volved ſo ſetious a charge. In his mind the affair was re- 
chenſiblo, nat only in iiſelf, but in the manner in which it 
had been conducted,.; The object was bad, but the circum- 
ſtances ware ſtill watſe.' In his mind a tranſaction of that 
nature with an individhial, differed materially from a ſimilar 
one with the Banle, though the worthy baronet had claſſed 
them together. The Houſe ought to recollect what was the 
conſlitutional object of the vote of credit, Exchequer. bills, 
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and the prompt payment of the loan. If the right honourable 

entleman;erred {a egregiouſly in bis, calculation as to require 
ech ſuꝑplies before half the year had elapſed, if he raiſed ſums 
by anticipayon in a way wholly-unknown. and at a rate of in- 
| tereſt altogether unſanctioned by parliament, be violated the 
i laws of the land, to-which he was amenable. What however 
bi was the intereſt paid for the ſums thus raiſed? A diſcount of 
"ol three pen cent. was allowed: for the prompt payment of the 
{1 loan, ' Upon the advance of Mr. Boyd, five per cent. was 
given. Miniſters had then violated the laws of the land, the 
; very act of parliament by which the loan was made, by giving 
| _ a rate of | intereſt for the anticipttion for which a diſcount of 
i three per cent. was allowed by act of parliament. Even this 
too might be in addition 01 legal diſcount. From whom 
was this adyance obtained? It was from Mr. Boyd, the con- 
tractor for: the loan, and the public might be paying eight per 
cent, on the laſt payment of the loan, 'while Mr. Boys 'had 
advanced fox accommodation to the government, what was 
again to be paid 2, part of the loan. Upon the diſcount he 
received three par cent. and as intereſt was paid at five per 
cent. for three weeks beyond the laſt payment of the loan, eight 
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cent. was thus gained by Mr. Boyd, and at the fame time 
the diſcount allowed by parhament could have no effect, while 
the ſuperior - inducement of five per cent. was preſented to 
withhold it. It was laid, however, that at the -period-when 
the bills were due, there was a ſum of 750, . in the Trea- 
ſury, which, had it been neceſſary, would have ſerved for the 
payment. ¶ Mr. Long ſaid, acrois tha houſe, that the ſum 
ſtated was in the Treaſury at that time; or came in upon the 
joan, and Jottery ſubſequent to ii. d 
Mr. Grey proceeded, and ſaid, he wiſhed to know if there 
were no other fervices that demanded the application. of this 
ſum? He would ſuppoſe a cafe, extremely improbable in the 
preſent ſituation of affairs, that a change of miniſtry had taken 
place, and certain ſervices ſecured by the act of appropriation 
had-required the ſupply of that money, bow. would che bills 
have been paid when they became due? Would another 
Chanrellor of the Exchequer have been authoriſed to divert 
the money he found in che Tre from the appropriate uſes, 
to the payment of ſuch, bills The bills were antedated, 
drawn really in London, though aſſuming to be at Hamburgd, 
which were thus negotiated, and impoſed upon perſons ignor- 
antrof the truth, ho in ſuch an event, would have been unable 
to recover payment. The cafe of Walton and Elliſon was 
by no means in point. I here all the parties were . apprized 
of the footing on which they acted. Beſides, the wort} 
baronet ſhould; have told the reſult of this commerce whit 
was carried on. He had had an opportunity of knowing the 
affairs of that Houſe. A gentleman whom he had been ac- 
quainted with in early youtn had become connected with them, 
ignatant of their true ſituatiun, and was involved in the ruin 
with which they were overwhelmed, and forced to end his days 
abroad. Would the -honourable: baronet ſay, that the Bank 
thinks ſuch a tranſaction as cheſe bills, is an honourable one? 
Mr. Giles, the Governor, had ſtated the very reverſe, and 
given jt as his opinion, that it would hurt the credit of at. 
private houſe whatever that it would hurt their credit 
much, that the Bank would not diſcbunt for them; on that 
teſtimony, and that authoxity, he .could give it no other de- 
icription than that of a fraudulent tranſaction. Mr, Boyd had 
ſtated, that it would be neceſſary to conceal the real nature of 
the bills, in order to have them negotiated'y and the miniſters 
of the country, thus connived in impoſing upon individuals; 
and involving them in a buſineſs which, wich a knvwledgeot 
tne circumſtances, they would have declined. Io haveiafſembl- 
ed parliament, or mne of obtaining a ſupply; 
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it was faid would have betrayed weakneſs ; and thatit was better 
to;ſhew that money was ſo plenty, when a private individual could 
thus, to ſuch an extent, relieve the exigeneies of government. 
He wiſhed moſt ſincerely that the enemy might be inſpired 
with a favourable idea of our finances; but, as a member of 
parliament, conſcious of the conſtitutional duties that cha- 
rafter inferred, he was not bound to acquieſce in any trani- 
action, however irregular or illegal, merely becauſe it was 
faid that he would diſcover our weakneſs, or diſcloſe our re- 
ſources to the enemy. He had heard that Mr. Boyd, junior, 
was the agent of Mr. Boyd's houſe at Hamburgh, but no ſuch 
thing was ſtated in the evidence. When Mr. Boyd was firſt 
applied to for this advance, he had faid that money was plenty, 
and might be procured; it was not however till a fortnight 
after the buſineſs was fixed. Mr. Boyd, junior, was then in 
London; but the plan of the Hamburgh bills had never been 
ſuggeſted in the firſt converſation, and the expedient of ante- 
dating them from that place was by no means adopted on ac- 
count of Mr. Boyd, junior's arrival, nor was ſuggeſted by it, 
as there was no intention, no arrangement to draw bills from 
Hamburgh previous to that event. | [2 
He had to add a few words with regard to the payment 
of theſe ſums into the hands of the Paymaſter-General, The 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Long) did not contend that the 
doing ſo was regular, according to the letter, but maintained 
that it was not inconſiſtent with the ſpirit of the act of the 23d 
of his preſent Majeſty. To ſuch a doctrine he could by no 
means aſſent. Miniſters were bound to act moſt ſcrupulouſly 
according to the letter of every law,” and if they found it im- 
proper or inefficient, they ought to apply to a legal or rather 
. 2 legiſlative remedy and repeal it. Even with the ſpirit of the 
act, however, it was irregular; for he found by a paper on 
the table that a ſum of 2, oO, bool. had been paid to the Bank 
for the purpoſe of the Paymaſter-General's department, and 
by no means ſent to the Accomptant-General's office, as had 
had been urged by the honourable gentleman. Let gentle- 
men recollect that this was not the only caſe where mi- 
niſters had ſet the laws of the country at defiance, though in 
the inſtance of theſe bills they had evidently tranſgreſſed them. 
On the whole, the tranſaction merited the character given it 
by his honourable and learned friend, who deſerved the thanks 
or the country for having agitated the ſubject, viz: That it 
was fraudulent in its nature, that it was illegal, as the bills, 
though inland, were unſtampt, and as they were calculated 
to decei ve the perfons to whom they were given in negotiation, 
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and a violation of the law, as the mode was unauthoriſed, by 
parliament. He underſtood. that the firſt clals, of the bills 
became due on the very day when the firſt payment of the 
new loan took place. Had they been only an anticipation 
of the old loan they would not have been made payable thret 
weeks after the laſt payment of the old became due, a cir- 
cumſtance that proved that the money was intended to be ſupplies 
by the new loan pteviouſly concerted, and was applied to pur- 
es which the miniſter did not care ta avow. He 
therefore give his ſupport to the reſolutions, which the Houſe 
could not oppoſe, unleſs they abandoned their conſtitutional 
ſuperintendence of the finances of the ſtate, 6H 2c & aryl 
Mr. Steele ſaid, he roſe merely to obſerve that money from 
the Exchequer went through the medium of the Bank to the 
Paymaſter for the regular ſervices, but balances accounts with 
inferior Paymaſters, and of the payment of troops on the Iriſh 
eltabliſhment, were ſent to the Accompant's office, from 
-whenca they were taken to the Bank by a clerk who attended 
for that purpoſe. - | mY 
Mr. Grey declared he did not talk of balances, but of mo- 
ney for current ſervice iſſued from the Exche quer. 
Mr. Francis ſaid, he was happy to perceive that in the diſ- 
cuſſion, the Chancellor of the Exchquer became more ſerious, 
a temper of mind which the importance of the occaſion, and 
the ſtate of the country, reduced by his meaſures. to the 
reateſt diſtreſs, required that he never ſhould depart from. 
The preſent was not a moment to treat a charge of ſo deep 
a nature with ſcoffing or deriſion. He ſaid, the honourable 
 baronety/ whoſe ability no gentleman would deny, never came 
forward but on extraordinary occaſions, to relieve his right 
honourable friend from great embarraſſments; and in propor- 
tion as the honourable baronet failed in his defence, ſo far he 
conſidered the Chancellor of the Exchequer culpable, and 
deſerving-of cenſure. In the preſent inſtance he did not offer 
2 ſingle argument to relieve himſelt from the heavy charges 
brought againſt him by his learned friend. He was glad he 
had then an opportunity of putting a queſtion to the right ho- 
nourable r which he had not anſwered upon à for- 
mer occa 
of money which Mr. Boyd had ſaid was in the market, he 
'orgots however, to add, that Boyd ſaid, that it would; be ne- 
cellary to keep it ſecret that government was in want of mo- 
ney,” otherwiſe it would become ſcarce. With reſpect to the 
Edinburgh Bills, there was no evidence of the eiteumſtamce 
before the Houſe, and however he might admit the veracity 


of the honourable baronet, yet in his legiſlatiye capacity he 
was 


n. The worthy. baronet had mentioned the plenty 
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was not bound to believe him the report before the Houſe 
was produced by its own committee, no committee had ever 
ſat to report on the tubject adverted to wich teipect to the 
tranſaction reſpe ſtiag the Edinburgh Bills. What he had 
ſtated with reſpect to government nejther ſuffering Joſs nor 
23 conſequence of tue Hamburgh byils being ſtamped, was 
ifring the ground, and was not the queition before the 
Houſe, but that which preſſed moſt on the honour and credit 
of the country was the fraudulence of the tranſaction, and 
whether the bills were legal, and how far they were vitiated 
by the mode of circulation. On a former evening's debate he 
elſe a queſtion. which he now wiſhed to be anſwered, 
r. Morgan's name, he thought, was uſed in a hoy un- 
— and indecent manner z he muſt atk, n Mr. 
Morgan and Mr. Melliſh been ſo uſed? 7 

Mr. Brie roſe to order. He appealed to the Houſe if it 
was not contrary to the ſtanding orders of the Houſe for any 
gentleman to refer to a previous debate; the honourable 
tleman, in the preſent inſtance, he conceived, departed trom 
that order. 

The Speaker ſaid, that he certainly awaited and expected an 
interruption from dome member of the Houſe. He always 
Felt extremely embarrafled, when under the neceſſity, of call- 
ing any gentlemon to order, and conceived that the honour- 
able member was irregular in referring to what occurred in a 
previous debate. 

Mr. Francis proceeded. He ſaid, he would n no al- 
Jifion to what paſſed. om a forater- night, but would then 
aſk—Why the Chancellor of the Exchequer, when 
and Mellith refuſed the qualiſied competition, did not ſend 
to the Bank, and give notice that he was ready to receive 
offers conditionally? T'o this/ he deſiced an anſwer, not 


upon the principle that ſuch a competition. was dachte 


but his own— 
Mr. Ryder called Mr, Francis again — | | 
The Speaker ſaid he had for borne to interrupt the hr 
able gentleman, as he imagined he intended to connec it 
with the ſubject in queſtion. | 
Mr. Froncis ſaid he was about to ſhew the 2 
which ſubſiſted between this point and the queſtion before the 
Houfe, His opinion was, that Mr. Boyd's preference in the 
loan was ow ing to his ſervices in the affair of the Hamburgh 
bills, He ſaw Mr. Boyd preferred without any ſatisfactory 
N He or the es of fan r imme 
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hills, and combining theſe together, he was convinced that 
this was the true cauſe of the precipitate concluſion of a 
bargainy in which the intereſt of the public was ſo much a+ 
inced. < [ | 
"I he Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that his reaſon for not 
tcoubling the Houſe in reply to the interregatory of the ho- 
aourable gentleman, . was, becauſe he did not conſider the 
eſtion at preſent, a ſubject for conſideration; neither did 
— honourable gentleman give any ſatisfactory reaſon to ſhewt 
us connection with the reſolutions moved by the learned 
gentleman who opened the debate. He did not conceive that 
he could make any reply, without being preciſely guilty. of 
that very informality for which the honourable gentleman 
had been called to order. As far as regarded the crime im- 
puted to him in the reſolutions, as it was of a perfonal nature, 
and applied totally to his on character, he conceived it un- 
neceſtary to trouble the Houſe on that point, not lefs through 
a motive of delicacy, than that he thought it unneceſſary, in 


conſequence of the able manner in which it had been debated 
by his honourable friends. N 


- 


| The. Attorney. General ſaid, in the examination before the 
committec, all the witneſſes but Mr. Morgan had agreed; 
that the preference in the loan had no connection with the: 
Hamburgh bills. They were now arguing with reſpect to 
the legality of thoſe negotiable bills of Exchange. He could 
not look at bills of Exchange, accepted by the Secretary of 
the Treaſury, in the preſent inſtance, as bills of Exchange. 
accepted by an individual of a different deſcription. The. 
good faith of the country were engaged in the tranſaction, 
and he ſtood forward to accept them as an inſtrument 
of this fort for the public ſervice, —Looking at the cir- 
cumſtance in this point of view, it did not fignify whether 
they were ſtampt or not. It was a queſtion vehich in- 
volved, the credit and faith of the country, and the bills 
were not to be treated as common paper. They were to 
be looked upon as paper that bound the government to have 
them duly, honoured, and as execution was competent againſt» 
the government, and the bolders would be entitled to recover 
from, any new adminiſtration that could take place, he 
2 the queſtion fo far throughout totally mitunder- 


Sir Francis Baring (aid, that the ftate of the Exchange 
with foreign ſtates by means of the ſcarcity of ſpecie was a 
proof to foreigners acquainted with the ſubject, that'-money 
was not ſo plenty in Enpland as had been aſſerted. Even if 
the bills had been drawn at Hamburgh, in his opinion — 
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tranſaction would not have been right. If there was no title 
in Boyd to draw on the treaſury, the bills being drawn at 
Hamburgh, did not alter the tranſaction; but the fiction was 
certainly aggravated by Mr. Boyd's reſiding actually in this 
country. If ſuch tranſactions would have been diſgraceſul, 


and the ſymptom of approaching ruin in a private houſe, he 


could not ſee that the caſe was different Where government 
was concerned. He was ſorry that a tranſaction in which 
Mr. Boyd had been ſo confiderable a gainer ſhould have been 
the ground of preference in ſtill more luerative concerns. The 
borrowing 700, oool. in this way, in his opinion injured go. 
vernment more than a loan of 7,000,000. in a regular man- 


ner. 

- Mr. W. Smith declared, he could not abſtain from taking 
notice of the manner in which the Secretary of the Treaſury 
treated Mr. Morgan. He thought he was treated in an unfair 
and indecent manner. Gentlemen who attended on the Com- 
mittee muſt have ſeen that Mr. Morgan was not very young 
nor healthy, and during his examination betrayed great ſymp. 
toms of bodily infirmity. He would not ſay that Mr. Morgan 
was perfectly clear and conſiſtent in his recollection, nor would 
he animadvert on thoſe who were probably more incorrect in 
their teſtimony. He recollected when Mr. Morgan was made 
ſenſible of his inconſiſtency by one of the Bank Directors, he 
wiſhed to correct his miſtake, but was refuſed. He was cer- 
tainly uſed ſeverely, and he could aſſert, that there was palpa- 


dle inconſiſtency in the evidence of Mr. Giles, and almoſt in 


that of Mr. Boyd. f . 

Mr. Smith was called to order for departing from the ſub- 
je& in debate, but excuſed himſelf by declaring, that if the 
name of Mr. Morgan had not been uſed as it had been, he 
ſhould have been ſilent; hearing what had fallen from the ho- 
nourable _— to the Treaſury, however, he could not 
remain fo,, conſiſtent with his duty as Chairman to the Com- 
mittee. a * 

The Solicitor General ſaid, that he conſidered the teſtimony 
of Mr. Morgan highly objectionable, not that he thought no 
credit-was due to him, but that he was ſo extremely eareleſs 
and agitated in giving it. So much agitated had he been in 
delivering his replies, that he contradicted himſelf in every part. 
An honourable baronet (Sir F. Baring) had ſtated, that the 
tranſaction was not right: fo far right he took it to be, that 
the bills were worth what was advanced upon them. This he 
took to be the caſe, from the money being raiſed for the exi- 
gencies of Government. They were drawn on the Lords 1 
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the Treaſury, and accepted by the Secretary: thus he thought 
the honour of Government was, in ſome degree, at ſtake; and 
hence the bills were in ſubſtance real; though no action could 
be had on them, as in the inſtance of common bills of ex- 
change. All that could be ſaid of the tranſaction was, its 
being an anticipation: the money was applied to public pur- 
poſes. This ſum being wanted for theſe publie purpoſes, what 
was the Miniſter to do? He took upon him to provide it 
earlier than it could be voted to him by Parliament. All the 
difference could be that of- intereſt, between 3 and 5 per cent. 
on 700, oool. raiſed for three or four months. The queſtion 
then was merely, whether or not the Miniſter had done right? 
There was nothing blameable in either the ſubſtance or the 
form of the tranſaction; the money was eſſentially neceſſary to 
the public ſervice; This idea alone juſtified the meaſure, and 
took away all blame from the Miniſter," It had bꝛen ſaid, that 
it was the duty of Parliament to watch the conduct of Mini- 
ſters, and to execute with fidelity their truſt of the public 
purſe. He hoped the preſent Parliament had ſpirit enough to 
interfere when there was any- ſerious ground to arraign the 
conduct of Minifters. However great might be his perſonal 
friendſhip for the preſent Miniſter, he would ſacrifice it, when- 
eyer it was incompatible with public duty. 

Mr. AM. Robinſon ſaid, he differed much from the honourable 
and learned gentleman who had juſt fat down; as long as he 
had conceived the Chancellor of the Exchequer uſed thoſe 
abilities, which he ſo much admired, for the benefit of his coun» 
try, he had his moſt hearty and cordial ſupport, but that ſup- 
port he was, conſiſtent with his duty, obliged to withdraw. 
The preſent meaſure was, in his opinion, the laſt he ſhould 
have had recourſe to, as being highly blameable and diſgrace- 
ful. He called upon the Solicitor General to diſplay that ſpirit 
of which he ſpoke upon the occaſion. Mr. Boyd was the laſt 
perſon to whom the Minifter ſhould have applied to. The de- 
lay in paying the old loan gave Mr. Boyd the profit of an in- 
termediate one, which again was the foundation for a preference 
in the next. He thought the character of Mr. Morgan had 
been uſed with extreme injuſtice. - He had been called to an- 
lwer before a jury of perlons intereſted in the enquiry, and 
parties in the accuſation, and he had even been denied the 
merit of an acquitted felon. Many members in the Houſe 
participated in the loan; and he thought they ſhould not ſit as 
Judges in their own ͤcauſe. The learned gentleman who 
brought forward the buſineſs, aequitted himſelf with great abi- 
lity, and to his mind gave 8 conviction, however the 
Vor. III. 1796. K contemptuous 
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contemptuous demeanour, of the right honourable gentleman 
might have been aſſumed. in order to depreſs his exertions. 
General Smith pointedly condemned the tranſaction, and 
ſaid, in matters of commercial concern he would nat conſult 
the Attorney and Solicitor General, but would rely more im- 
licitly upon the authority of the Governor of the Bank. 
Within ſix months after the eſtimates of the year were pro- 
vided, and ample ſupplies granted, it became neceſſary to diſ- 
charge the ſervices of laſt year by an anticipation of the ſupplies 
of the, preſent year, He was ſorry to ſee that bills of this 
nature had been employed, conſidering it as an unmanly col- 
luſion unworthy of the Government of a great nation, He 
did not, however, think that the tranſaction amounted to that 
fraud which the reſolution expreſſed, but hoped that ſuch an 
expedient. would never again be adopted. Hamburgh was, he 
ſuppoſed, choſen as the — from which the bills were dated, 
to excite a belief that the loan to the Emperor had been te- 
mitted by bills of exchange, and thence to give an air of pro- 
bability to the tranſaction, and of reſpectability to the bills. 
Though he highly diſapproved the meaſure, he could not aſſent 
to the propoſition in the reſolution in its utmoſt extent, and 
therefore would give no vote at all. eee 
Mr. Jetyll ſpoke in reply. He adverted to what had been 
ſaid by Mr, Long, with regard to the ſpirit of the Act of Par- 
liament of the 23d year of the preſent reign, as alſo to what 
had been ſaid by another gentleman on that lide. They both 
agreed, that the application which they made of the practice, 
did not ſquare with the letter of that Act: they contented them- 
ſelves with ſtating, that they were right in defending the mode 
of tranſacting theſe bills, by the practice which had obtained 
ever ſince the paſſing of that Act; he muſt, however, confeſs, 
that that which was directly in the teeth of the Act, could not 
be defended on the ſcore of practice. The moment there was 
a departure from the Act, it was infringed; and it was a bad 
argument to maintain, that we are right in diſobeying the pro- 
viſions of an expreſs ſtatute becauſe others had diſobeyed them 
before: the practice which theſe honourable gentlemen inſiſted 
upon, was, nothing lels than an entite contravention of the 
Act of Parliament. | | 
With regard to the caſe. of the Edinburgh bills, which had 
been alluded to by the worthy baronet, (Sir William Pulteney) 
he, muſt. remark, that it differed widely from the preſent tran!- 
action, and, in fact, bore no analogy to it; in that caſe, all the 
parties concerned in the bills knew what they were; wheres, 
in che preſent inſtance, the holder of any one of theſe 3 
4 | cou 


Feb, 29.) | WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS,” tt 


could have no knowledge whatever of what in reality it was. 
Beſides, theſe Edinburgh bills could not have been ſubject to 
law concerning ſtamps, becauſe they were dran and iſſued 
prior to the Stamp Act concerning bills of exchange: the pa- 
rallel which the worthy baronet had drawn clearly, therefore 
did not apply to the preſent caſe. | n: 
Much had been ſaid on the evidence given by Mr. Morgan 
before the Committee. Mr. Morgan was a man of infinite 
credit and unqueſtionable veracity, and there could not fairly 
be fixed a particle of doubt on his evidence. Mr. Jekyll ſaid, 
he had been ſurpriſed that ſome gentlemen who ſat on that 
Committee ſhould have conducted themſelves as they had 
done, and particularly one of them. When the Chancelior of 
the Exchequer was implicated in the queſtion before the Houſe, 
he very properly withdrew: he wondered that ſome perſons 
that night did not obſerve the ſame degree of delicacy. Many 
gentlemen fat upon the Committee as arbitrators to decide 
upon their own delinquency ; and one of thoſe very perſons 
who are accuſed by the preſent motion had modeſtly ſaid, that, 
Mr. Morgan was not to be believed on his examination. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer at preſent thought it prudent, in 
the character of an accuſed delinquent, and that on a charge 
as ſerious as any that could well be laid to any man's chatacter, 
to remain totally filent. He ſuffered his defence to be con- 
duted by his friends, not doubting their ability; but it was 
a little unfortunate they could not agree in the mode of con- 
duQing it. The Attorney-General was of opinion, that an 
action might be brought by the holder of one of theſe bills. 
The Solicitor-General was of another opinion. For his own 
part, he did not know how the holder of one of theſe bills 
would have proceeded to enforce payment, nor covld he ima- 
gine that, in the event of a change of Adminiftration, between 
the iſſuzng of theſe bills, and the time they became due, what 
remedy the holder had. He did not know that a ficceeding 
Miniſter could be bound, on what the Attorney-General 
called the good faith of Government, to take up theſe bills 
and diſcharge them ; the money voted by Parliament might 
appear to that Miniſter to be applicable to other purpoſes, The 
Solicitor-General, however, doubted whether any action at all 
could be brought by the holder of ſuch bills; and he believed 
the latter gentleman was right. How was he to bring ſuch 
an ation? How could he come into a court of law but by 
a formal action? That action muſt be brought againſt ſome- 
body. Something was indiſtinctly faid over the table from the 
Treaſury- Bench; on A Jekyll ſaid: * Another wy 
2 the 
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the friends of the right honourable gentleman now tells me, 
that you cannot bring any action at all. Here is another beau. 
tiful feature in the character of this tranſaction. They are 
not only fictitious bills, but you cannot have any remedy on 
them in a court of law. Nay, gentlemen on the other fide 
are under the neceſſity of invalidating their own bills, in or- 
der to defend their conduct. I fay, it is the duty of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to look forward to the preflure 
of public affairs when he makes a loan. He ought to have 
foreſeen the neceſſity of having two millions and an half in the 
month of September, after he had borrowed eighteen millions 
for the ſervice of the year, The public have this buſineſs be- 
fore them; the Houſe has this buſineſs before it. If this Houſe 
thinks that after the arguments they have heard, the preſſure 
of it demands they ſhould ' ſupport the Minifter, the affair is 
theirs. If they think that from what they have heard on this 
ſide, the Houſe calls for no better anſwer than has been given 
upon this ſubject, I have nothing to ſay more, than to proteſt, 
that tomy mind, the total ſilence of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer proves the conſciouſneſs he feels of his maladminiſtra- 
tion :!—that he began with ſuperciliouſneſs, and he ends with 
defeat and filence !” 

Mr. Martin ſaid, he agreed with the ſentiments of the ho- 
nourable general (General Smith) upon this ſubje& ; that the 
Miniſter was extremely irregular, as a man of buſineſs; but 
he was not prepared to go the length of “ fraudulent,” as 
ſtated in the original motion. | | 

The Houſe divided--- 
Ayes, (for the previous Queſtion) 109 
Nees, (for the original Reſolution) 24 


Majority, 85 

The Houſe divided on the ſecond Reſolution- 
Ayes, 8 

Naes, 108 

Majority, 100 


— — 


A debate took place on a point of order. Sir William 
Young had called for the diviſion, and that the Ayes ſhould go 
out, but he did not go out himſelf, which Mr. Grey thought 
ſorderly, and a very pointed converſation took place. The 
matter was at laſt ſettled by the Speaker - and the other orders 


HOUSE 


of the day being diſpoſed of, the Houſe adjourned, 
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"The Innkeepers” Bill, and Newfoundland Judicature Bill, 
were read a third time, and paſſed. : 
The pleadings on the Scots Appeal, Merſer verſus Ogilvie 
were concluded, and judgment paſſed, affirmipg the deeree of 

the Court of Seſſion. Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tueſday, March 1. 


A meſſage from the. Lords informed the Houſe of the paſſing 
of the Newfoundland Tudicature Bill, without amendment. 


Mr. Dent gave notice, that on Monday ſe'nnight he would 


move for a. committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of the 
propriety of a tax on dogs, 

General Smith moved, that there be laid before the Houſe an 
account of the quantity of corn and flour imported into Great 
Britain in the month of February, with the names of thoſe who 
claim the bounty, and the ports at which the entries have been 
made, Ordered. | 

Mr. Hobart moved for leave to bring in a bill for indemni- 
ing perſons, in certain caſes, who have neglected to qualify 
or certain offices, | | 

Alderman Luſhington brought up a petition from the maſter 
Tightermen againſt the wet docks, and another to the ſame 
effect from the ſociety of ticket-porters ; both of which were 
ordered to be laid upon the table, | | 


RELIEF AND EMPLOYMENT OF THE POOR, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he roſe in conſequence 
of the notice he had given, merely to move for leave to bring 
in a bill to amend and enforce the exiſting laws for the better 
relief and employment of the poor. He had ſtated on a former 
occaſion the grand outline of his plan; and he did not then 
mean to trouble the Houſe with any particular ſuggeſtions. 
Well aware that ſo extenſive and complex a ſubject required 
the moſt deliberate and complete diſcuſſion that the fulleſt at« 
tendance could give it, he was far from ſuppoſing that any 
thing he could ſuggeſt was ſufficient to determine gentlemen 
on a queſtion that demanded deliberate'confideration and ma- 
turity of reflection, after collecting every poſſible information, 
Such being his ideas, he only wiſhed for leave to lay on the 
table the frame and proviſions of a bill, anxious to have the 
benefit of all the ſuggeſtions and abilities EI 
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could apply to it in every ſtage of its progreſs, He was far 
from meaning to pledge any part of the Houſe to any preciſe 
proviſions'or opinions ; he only wanted to throw the bufineſs 
into a conciſe point of view, on the principles he had already 
ſtated. The bill would be introduced before Eafter, when he 
would move to have it read and committed pro forma, and then 
printed, to give time and opportunity during the receſs, for 
—— to give it full conſideration and thence enable them- 
elves to gain further improvements. He then moved for 
leave to bring in'a bill to amend and enforce the exiſting laws 
for the more effectual relief and employment of the poor. 
Leave was given; and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. 
Rider, and Mr. Donglas, were appointed to prepare and bring 
in the bill. q ey 
| HIGH PRICE OF CORN, 
The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the whole 
Houſe on the high price of corn, Mr. Hobart in the chair. 
Mr. Lechmere role for the purpoſe of propoſing thoſe mea- 
ſures of which he had given notice, He ſaid, that at a time 
when the diſtreſſes of the poor, through the increaſing price of 
proviſions, were heightened by the late ſeverity of the weather, 
it was important to deviſe ſome remedy- againſt the evil, and 
thoſe two conſiderations impelled him to come forward on the 
occaſion. In his mind, the cauſes of the diſtreſs were to be 
found in the conſolidation of large farms, combinations among 
mealmen, millers, and merchants, and in ſhort by monopolies 
of every kind. The grand remedy far this would be, to make 
ſome regulation to prevent the exportation of corn and flour, 


which he believed prevailed at this very time. 


Mr. Lechmere read extracts of letters, ſtated by him to 
have been received from all parts of the kingdom, ſhew- 
ing the mode of exporting corn to Guernſey and Jerſey, 
and the manner in which his own exertions to remedy 
the ſcarcity that prevails, were approved of. One of the 
extracts, dated Hants, Nov. 8, 1795, ſtated that every ſort 
of grain was exported, under pretence of going to Jerley 


and Guernſey... Theſe cargoes of corn were taken to foreign 


ports, and afterwards. came back; no fort of enquiry. was 


made as to the place where the corn was diſpoſed of, and if 
they never came back, it was ſuppoſed they were taken by 
the enemy. One gentleman informed him, that he had met, 
in Suſſex, ſeveral carts and waggons full of corn, by night, 
going to the ſea-coaſts, to be exported. This ſort. of combi- 
nation and monopoly therefore called loudly for the interference 
of Parliament, to meliorate the hard condition of the labauring 


poor. It was, he ſaid, impoſſible for the cottager, * 
auc 
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ſtanced as he is, to have. any of the, comforts or many of the 
neceſſaries of life, while the diabolical ſyſtem of monopoly 
prevailed. This idea, which he long fince entertained; was 
confirmed to him by the ſuggeſtions of many who were maſ- 
ters of the ſubject. There was, he was perſuaded, no actual 
or real ſcarcity.— The alarm of ſcarcity. was induſtriouſiy 
ſpread abroad by the farmers and corn-jobbers, the blood 


{uckers of the * It was a mere bugbear to impoſe on 


the nation. No longer fince than the preceding Saturday, 
the coachman of Mrs. Harriſon, reſident in Grofvenor-ſ{quare, 
he faid, came to him, with a quarter peck of as fine, as full, 
and as good coloured wheat as ever he ſaw, and a ſmall bunch 
of unthreſhed wheat : this the man declared he got from one 
truſs of ſtraw. If this was the caſe, it was plain that much 
wheat was left in the ſtraw; and hence the farmer muſt be 
negligent how his corn was threſhed, and that at once ac- 
counted for the apparent .and proved that there was no real 
ſcarcity. It was the uſage in Middleſex for the farmers to 
have their corn threſhed by taſk-work, viz. at ſo much per 
truſs, Thus it became the labourer's intereſt to have as many 
truſſes as he could, and, in order to make out the number, 
he left corn in the ſtraw : if it were even threſhed by the 
buſhe] it would be all the ſame; in that caſe the labourer 
would try to have as many buſhels as poſſible ; and conſe- 
quently would leave much grain in the ſtraw. Upon the 
whole, ſome regulation ought to be made to have all the grain 
threſhed out.— There was an alarming lots, according to the 
calculation he made from the 3Ib. and two ounces of wheat 
which was threſhed by Mrs. Harriſon's man from one truſs of 
ſtraw. Calculating according to that, a quantity of wheat 
equivalent to thirty quartern loaves in every load of ſtraw 
was brought to market. To prevent monopolies, he ſug- 
geſted, that as there are two overſeers at preſent in eve 
country pariſh, there ſhould be two corn-inſpefors cob? 
who ſhould deliver in, every year, at the end of the harveſt, 
an exact account of the produce of each farm in the pariſh. 
This proceeding could excite no jealouſy, as all the farmers 
in the pariſh would be obliged to accept the office in their 
turn. Of all the peſts with which ſcciety was infeſted, job- 
bers were, he ſaid, the moſt troubleſome. It was to jobbers 
in cattle that the preſent high price of butchers meat was to 
be aſcribed, and jobbers in corn produced the ſcarcity com- 
plained of, He had heard that the cattle-jobbers go as far as 
200 miles from town to intercept the cattle coming. to the 
London market; and that before they reach Smithfield, they 
| | ve 
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have paſſed through no leſs than ſix or ſeven hands, all of whom 
have conſiderable profits. Corn, he had no doubt, was fore- 
ſtalled in a ſimilar manner. Coal- factors were not allowed to 
be coal-dealers, and he (aw no reaſon why the ſame prohibi- 
tion ſhould not extend to corn- factors, and that every perſon 
who wiſhed to become a corn- dealer ſhould be obliged to take 
out a licence, Since taxes muſt be paid, let them rather be 
paid by the rich and opulent dealer, than fcrewed from the hard 
hands of the working poor. 

Mr. Lechmere faid, a plan had been propoſed to him by a 
reſpectable clergyman, that a regular exciſe ſhould be taken of 
all the flour bought by each corn-dealer; and that he ſhould 
not be permitted to buy up more grain or flour until he ſhould 
have ſold four-fifths of his ſtock in hand. Another circum- 
ſtance he wiſhed to call the attention of the Committee to, 
was the manner of ſelling corn by ſample. This abominable 
trick, he ſaid, he knew to be pra ile in different parts of the 

country. The ufual way was, for the farmer to produce at 
market to the dealer a ſmall bag with a handfu} of corn, and 
thus he diſpoſed of what he had at home. If a poor man came 
to this farmer, and aſked him to ſell him a buſhe! of wheat, he 
would refuſe; though the poor man ſhould tell him, that un- 
leſs he had it, he and his family muſt ſtarve. What he would 
1 e as a remedy for this, was a law, that no leſs than a 

uſhel ſhould be expoſed to fale at market, and that the ſeller, 
in caſe he did not diſpoſe of it, ſhould not be ſuffered to take 
- It home; but that it ſhould be marked, ſtored in the market- 
houſe, and fold out as occaſion might require, at the market 
price, to the poor. 

He further wiſhed that there ſhould be a hand-mill in every 
pariſh for the convenience 'of the poor grinding their ſmall 
quantities without expence, and that there ſhould likewiſe be 
an oven for baking it when ground. With regard to the 
grand point of the exportation of corn, he would propoſe that 
when ſhips were freighted to Guernſey and Jerſey, or coalt- 
ways, the captains ſhould be obliged to give a certificate that 
they had landed the cargo to its proper 4 55 under the 
ſevereſt penalties in caſes of fraud and diſobedience. His mo- 
tives in introducing theſe conſiderations, and the ſubject in 
2 to the Houſe, were he ſaid from a ſincere dehre to al- 
leviate the diſtreſſes of the poor; that no man was more an 
enemy to diſorder and confuſion, or better attached to the 
conttitution, but he venerated the labouring poot as the ſi- 
news and nerves of the community; on their ſtrength and 
vigorous exertions and - induſtry all other orders of men were 


principally 
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orincipally dependent. In his part of the country the la- 
bourers were forced to uſe a vile and abominable mixture or 
ftarve/” Their wages were only one ſhilling a day, on 
which it was abſolutely impoſſible for the labourer to ſubſiſt 
his wife and five or fix children, confidering the preſent un- 
paralleled price of bread. Formerly the labourer was able 
ts have iome meat with his bread, "naw he could have no- 
thing but bread, and even not any thing like a ſufficient 
quantity of that for his own ſuſtenance and that of his fami- 
He deſended his conduct in reſpect to the ſubje@ he was 
treating of, from any imputation to excite diſcontent ; his 
wiſh was to allay the miſeries of the poor, and to render them 
contented, by proving that every exertion was made to im- 
prove their ſituation. He then moved, „That the Chair- 
man be directed to move the Houſe for leave to bring in 2 
« Biit to prevent the exportation of corn; and alſo one to 
« prevent the felling of corn by ſample. Fil 
Mr. Francis roſe to ſecond the motion; and began his 
_ ſpeech with exprefling bis regret, that a ſubje& ſo —— 
important ſhould not have attracted a more numerous attend- 
ance, and that the efforts of the honourable mover, directed 
to an object of the higheſt national concern, ſhould not re- 
ceive the attention Which they ſeemed to deſerve; Thou 
there were many points in which he agreed with the honoura-. 
ble gentleman, there were ſome parts of his ſtatement, on 
which he felt himſelf diſpoſed ſomewhat to differ with him in 
opinton. From that difference of ſentiment, however, and 
even out of the contradictions of thoſe, who were fincerel 
delirous to promote the ſame object, and anxious to collect 
every point of poffible information, ſome good might ariſe, as 
truth was to be ſtruck out by colliſion. "The reſult of their 
enquiries might add ſomething to the ſtack of knowledge of 
thoſe who were engaged in more elaborate and extenſive re- 
ſearches; and their limited or jarring views might enable per- 
lons of more enlightened and comprehenſive: minds to form a 
more perfect and fatisfattory concluſion. There was one point, 
on which he moſt completely agreed, namely, the propriety of 
taking the poor out of the hands of the miſlers, and affording 
them an opportunity of grinding for themſelves; but on that 
particular topic he ſhould ſay more hereafter, 
The honourable gentleman had mentioned one important 
fact, which aſcertained, that im chreſhing out one truſs, z_ 
very large proportion of Wheat had bern waſted. The fact 
was extraordinary, and entitled to attention. The cauſe was 
luficiently obvious. Such negligenee could or have taxen 
Vox. III. 1796 LI place 
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place with reſpect to the property of a large farmer. To a 
little farmer no ſuch accident could have happened; he could 
not be ſo careleſs as to overlook ſuch a groſs inſtance of neglect 
on the part of his labourers. That waſte which the large far- 
mer did not perceive from the extent of his capital, which he 
did not miſs from the largeneſs of his returns, would affect 
very differently the farmer on a ſmaller ſcale. If ſimilar pro- 
fuſion ſhould reſult from his inattention, the conſequence to 
him muſt be ſpeedy and inevitable ruin. Here then was ſo far 
a proof of the miſchief of large farms, and of the tendency 
which they had to increaſe the evil of a ſcarcity. Agreeing, 
however, with the honourable gentleman on this point, he 
was not equally prepared to oy that the exiſtence of jobbers 
was altogether miſchievous. He did not know whether, in- 
ſtead of being regarded as injurious to interpolaters they were 
not rather to be conſidered as convenient agents for keeping 
up the communication between-the markets and the farmers, 
and tranſmitting. ſupplies from one part of the country to an- 
other. He had ſtrong doubts whether in this point of view 
they ought not to be encouraged as uſeful agents, and whether 
their utility might not be ſtill further improved by the adoption 
of judicious regulations. At all events, he ' cautioned the 
committee againſt the danger of running in with popular pre- 
judice on this ſubject. = 
Under the name of jobber, a cry might be raiſed againſt an 
individual, whoſe ſervices were, in fact, extremely beneficial 
to the community. An innocent, and even meritorious cha- 
racter, might become the victim of raſh calumny and un- 
merited odium. As a proof of the miſchief of large farms, 
Mr. Francis mentioned, that a ſmall farm on his eſtate falling 
vacant, a perſon who rented a large farm applied to be tanant, 
and found means to get it into his hands. He paid a liberal 
rent, and perhaps could afford it better than a poorer man, 
whole. neceſſity would haye ſtimulated him to greater perſonal 
exe rtiions. But what was the conſequence? The houſe on 
the farm, the out · houſes, and the materials of induſtry in the 
neighbourhood, were ſuffered to fall into a ſtate af dilapida · 
tion and decay. Upon applying to a judicious friend, whe 
was {killed in thoſe matters, he received this advice, never 
to let a farm to any tenant who did not live upon the premiſes, 
as ſuch a conduct muſt always tend to the deſtruction of the 
houſes, and the materials of induſtry collected in the neigh- 
bourhood.“ With reſpect to the complaint of large quanti- 
ties of corn being engroſſed by the farmers, he did not know 


bow far any precaution of that ſort was pernicious: ' It was 


unqueſtion- 
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unqueſtionably requiſite to have ſome ſtock on hand, and if ĩt 
could be conveniently managed, it would be deſirable to have 
publie magazines. The conduct of farmets then in holding 
a large quantity in their own hands, ſerved in ſome fort to 
anſwer the purpoſe of a magazine. And ſo far as it had this 
effect, it was that very conduct, which, if adopted, in any 
other government, that government ought to encourage and 
protect. But the object which he had moſt at heart, and 


which had chiefly induced him to riſe, related to the grinding 


of corn. eee | + Twi fndw 

The miſchief to the poorer claſſes, in this view of the ſub- 
je, aroſe, not ſo much from the bakers and farmers, as from 
the mealmen and millers. One criterion from which be 
judged,” was, that he had not heard that farmers and bakers 
acquired large fortunes from the profits of their buſineſs ; in 
foct he hardly knew one inſtance. of a rich baker. The mil- 
lers were thoſe who chiefly benefited : out of ſixty-· two pounds 
of grain, they returned only forty-ſix of flour: allowing one 
pound for bran, this {till left a conſiderable proportion, which 
they contrived to get for themſelves, either by means of falſe 
weight, or under pretence of toll. By the bye, he remarked, 
that this practice ought for ever to be aboliſhed. The miller 
ought not to be permitted to exact payment for his labour in 
kind, It was an opening for every ſpecies of abuſe and fraud; 
they ought to receive their payment in money according to the 
number of buſhels. He noticed a circumſtance which, in his 


opinion, was exceedingly improper, and called for inquity: 


in ſome part of the country, he believed in Dorſetſhire, one 
perſon united the following characters: farmer, mealman, 
miller, baker, and merchant. Such an union of occupations 
afforded an opportunity for very unfair advantages. Some re- 
gulation ought to be adopted, compelling the millers to take 
only money, and to give a more exact return of the grain put 
into their hands. At preſent by the expence of milling the 
grain that coſt only 498. was ſwelled up to the extravagant 
price of 8os. That expence he wiſhed to ſave to the poor, 
and for the purpoſe a hand- mill ſhould be procured, which 


could be worked by men or women, or even children. In 
India he had frequently witneſſed corn ground by the hand. 


At the door of every houſe, men, women, and even children, 
were to be ſeen grinding corn with the greateſt eaſe. Could 
the practice be adopted in this country, it would ſave to the 
poor the whole of thoſe exorbitant profits which: were now en- 
groſſed by the miller. Mt. War read a letter containing 
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a deſcription of the hand-mill employed m India, of which he 
alſo exhibited a ſmall model on the table. J} 
The deſcription was as follows : 


«© Tt js conſtituted of two circular horizontal ſtones, rough on the inſide, and 
the under one the moſt weighty, in prdey to preſerve chem Ready in circulation: 
their denſity and diameter, being rendered commenſurate to the fize and ſtrength 
of the perſon, whether man, woman, or child, who i- to work them the upper 
Kone moves vertically looſe on the axis, to yield 2 cavity, ſufficiently capacious, 
for the reception of different quantities and qualities of grain; the holes on each 
fide of the pivot, are ſor admiſſion to the ſeed, taken from a meaſure, placed 
within reach of the other hand, through thoſe apertures, the grain falls between 
the ſtones ; the handle is placed as diſtant as poſſible from the centre, te facilitate, 
as well as to accellerate the rotatory motion. 15 

4 In various economical trades, ard legiſlative diſcuſſions relative to proviſions 
recently given to the public, frequent repreſentations are exhibited. of frauds per. 
petrated in mills, to the exceeding detriment of the poor; a diſtribution, therefore, 
of this little machine. or of one of ſimilar conſtruction, on any improved deſign, 
among the indigent and laborious claſſes of the community, the needy tenartry of 
landed property, or within houſes of induſtry, might conduce, probably, to their 
immediate benefit in point of ſubſiſtence, and to their eventual relief and com- 
fort. | 

4 The fabrication of them may be rendered cheap, by uſing the old worn-down 
ſtones of wind, water, or other large mills,” | 


Such a machine if introduced into common uſe, would be 
attended with the greateſt advantage, and ſave the poor a 
reat deal of what they now pay to the miller. Such a mill, 
Mr. Francis ſaid, might be introduced in all villages, at an 
expence of fourteen or fifteen ſhillings. It could be managed 
with the greateſt eaſe by children, who had nothing elſe to do, 
who might thus grind a ſufficient quantity of grain for the 
conſumption of the family. In addition to this mill, ke ſhould 
propoſe to have, in every village, a public bake-houſe, which 
would alſo be to them a'circumſtance of conſiderable faving. 
He concluded with returniag thanks to his honourable friend, 
25 the attention he had ſhewn in bringing forward this ſub- 
7 Mr. Pewys ſaid, the honourable ſeconder of the motion had 
already ſtated many reaſons for diſſenting from the propoſals of 
the honourable gentleman. He agreed that it was improper 
to ſtigmatiſe perſons who were really uſual to the community, 
becauſe lar odium was ſometimes attached to their fitua- | 

tion. He believed that the motives of the honourable gentle- 
| - man 
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man were good, but he believed the effect of his propoſals was 
to produce diſcontent, They went to ſhew that an artificial 
ſcarcity exiſted, and that it was poſſible to remove the evil; 
an opinion that was unjuſt, and might lead to fatal conſe- 
quences. The people ſhould be taught to feel the effects of 
the ſeaſon, and ſhould be informed, that parliament was uſing 
its utmoſt endeavours to alleviate the diſtreſſes that were likely 
to occur from the failure of the wheat harveſt. The honour- 
able member muſt have ſhut his eyes to the facts of what oc- 
curred on the Committee of the Houſe of Commons, when 
he ſtated that the ſcarcity was artificial and fictitious, ariſing 
from a combination of the farmers and dealers in corn. The 
public ſhould look to what the legiſlature had done, and was 
doing; both Houſes of Parliament had ſet an example, which, 
if followed up, would, he had no doubt, relieve the ſcarcity 
in an extraordinary degree, until the return of the next har- 
veſt. The meaſure recommended by the honourable member, 
with reſpect to preventing the miller from taking toll, and the 
ſuggeſtion that the miller ought to receive money as à ſubſti - 
tute, was a matter which, if the honourable gentleman had 
attended, he would have known the committee above ſtairs 
had already taken into it's conſideration ; the exportation of 
corn, and the conſequences of ſelling by ſample, he would 
alſo have found had engaged much of their attention. yy 
Mr. Roſe ſaid, that he roſe merely to ſet the Houſe right 
upon one propoſition of the honourable gentleman who made 
the motion, It was actually a part of the law already; for, 
by the ſtatute of 13 Ch. II. it was provided, that when corn 
was earried coaſtways, th: maſter of the veſſel ſhould give 
ſecurity to deliver the whole cargo at a ſpecified port. This 
law was carried into execution, with the greateſt ſtrictneſs and 
rigour, in the following manner. The corn is ſhipped in the 
preſence of officers, and the collector of the port to which it 
is conſigned ſees that the whole quantity is landed; and if the 
veſſel does not arrive and land the corn in fix months, the 
bond of ſecurity is ſued upon; and in many thouſand caſes, 
he declared, he did not know one inftance of illegal, fraudu- 
lent exportation of corn, 2 
With reſpect to what had been ſtated of the ſupplies ſent to 
the iſlands of Jerſey and Guernſey, it never amounted to more 
than 9,500 quarters, and could only be ſhipped at Southamp- 
ton, which, from the zeal of the port officers, he was firinly 
perſuaded, was never fraudulently exceeded. Thouſands of 
certificates had, he ſaid, been received of the officers given 
to the captains of corn veſſels, engaged in the corn trade coaſt- 
ways; 
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ways; and if the captains declined doing their duty, in ex- 
hibiting their legal documents, they were liable to an action in 
the Exchequer, 1 N 

Mr. Roſe concluded with ſaying, he did not queſtion the 
honourable mover's motives, but lamented that the honour. 
able gentleman had not employed five minutes in looking into 
the ſtatute book, and he would have ſeen that the law was plain 
and obvious. He therefore hoped that he would not perſiſt in 
his motion. 

Mr. Wilberforce ſaid he had received many letters from his 
conſtituents in Yorkſhire, complaining of the exportation of 
corn. This circumſtance he repreſented to government, and 

diſcovered that the repreſentations for the moll part proceeded 
from error. He agreed with his honourable friend (Mr. 
Powys) that if the honourable member who made the motion 
had attended the committee above ſtairs, where he might have 
en his ideas, he need not have had recourſe to that ſort 
declamation in parliament, which was more likely to raiſe 
a ſpirit of jealouſy in the people, than allay their diſtreſſes. It 
was an eaſy matter, he obſerved, for gentlemen to aſſume an 
air of concern for the diſtreſſes of the poor, while they took 
no effective part in endeavouring to obtain information on the 
ſubjeR, and in ſuggeſting proper remedies. He himſelf, tho” 
certainly he had a variety of buſineſs, attended the committee 
conſtantly; and the honourable member who... poke laſt, 
though ſtil! more employed, gave every aſſiſtance to the pre- 
ſent inquiry of parliament, whoſe chief object was that of 
adopting ſuch proceedings as might, in a great meaſure, occa- 
ſion the corn at preſent in the country, to laſt with frugality, 
till the next harveſt. | | 

Mr. Carwen faid, he thought the propoſitions of the ho- 
nourable member who made the motion deſerved praiſe, and 
were in a great meaſure ſubſtantiated by thoſe, by whom he 
was attempted to be anſweied. He was of opinion, that 
every gentleman who came before parliament to deliver his 
ſentiments on the preſent important buſineſs, ſhould meet with 
a patient hearing, and not an unjuſtifiable re pulſe. From a 
candid diſcuſſion of the ſubject, he had no doubt, but there 
was a combination of evils, to which the poor fell victims. In 
this view he conſidered combinations. and large farms. The 
holders of the latter, of courſe, poſſeſſed extenſive granaries, 
and could take adyantage ot the markets, while the ſmall far- 
mer was obliged to bring his ſtock to market, and ſell ĩt at a 
reafonable price. He faid, he wiſhed that the labouring poor 
ſhould, be put in that ſituation in which they could hve oy 
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theit induſtry, and ſupport themſelves in independence. He 
hoped that was part of the plan which the Chancellor ofthe. 


Exchequer had announced that night, and were it carried into 


execution, he had no doubt, the greateſt advantages might be 
expected to reſult from it. Mr, Curwen concluded by re- 
peating what he aſſerted on a former night, that the price of 
meal ſhould be regulated by the price of grain, from hence it 
was produced. | | 

Mer. Milberſorce faid a few words in explanation. 


General Smith defended the Committee, and maintained 


that no gentleman ought to be reprehended for ſtating his ſen- 
ti ments before parliament, in his legiſlative capacity. He at- 
t ended the committee above ſtairs, but no gentleman, he con- 
tended; who did not, ſhould be cenſured for giving every in- 
formation to the Houſe on ſo important a queſtion. He — 
y believed, that there was a combination between the miller, 
the farmer, and perhaps the merchant, otherwiſe there could 
not be that extraordinary rife in the price of corn, which had 
taken place within the laſt week. When gentlemen acknow- 
{edged that they received numberleſs letters complaining of an 
illegal exportation of corn, he inſiſted that there was much 
ground for ſuſpicion; and he did not think, that any thing 
laid that evening was likely to produce a ferment in the minds 
of the public. | 
General Tarleton declared his opinion was, that the honoug- 
able member who made the motion, was entitled to the thanks 
of the Houſe, as the more the matter was inveſtigated, the 
better, The jobbers in corn, he verily believed, were: the 
cauſe of the preſent high price of bread, which every gentleman 
ot feeling and philanthrophy muſt deplore. _ : 
Mr. a declared, he diſapproved of large farms, but 
he was, nevertheleſs, averſe ts curing that evil by legiſlative 
interference. | If ſuch a meaſure were adopted, many farmers 
who poſſeſſed extenſive tracts, which were alone confined to 
ullage, would, by having them parcelled out among others, 


not grow near the quantity of grain. The ſubject of threſh- 


ing had been before the committee; and it appeated, that 
there were already laws to puniſh the labourer for fraud in that 
department of labour. The honourable mover had talked of 
one ſhilling a day wages. He could aver, that in Norfolk, 
the wages of labourers were not leſs that eighteen-pence a 
day, And fo far from any diſcontent oval 

he had received letters ſtating the very reverſe. Mr. By 
on CORO by moving; „ That che chairman do leave the 
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Mr. Murtin roſe to notice what he had conceived to be 2 
miſtake in the ſtatement of Mr. Lechmere, with reſpect to 
the price of labour in Worceſterſhire. Labourers in that 
quarter certainly received confiderably more that a ſhilling 

diam. Nobody was, he ſaid, more anxious that he was 

imſelf to concur in every propoſition for the relief of the poor, 
but from what he had heard that night, he ſhould be induced to 
withhold his ſupport from the motion, as he underftood that 
they were doing every thing above ſtairs which could be prac- 
ticably effectual for the object in view. 

Mr. Lechmere ſaid, that fince the committee had fat, no 
one ftep was taken to alleviate the diſtreſſes of the poor. He 
meant no reflection on tze committee, and diſelaimed any in- 
tention of inflaming the public mind; no man was 2 greater 
enemy to public outrage nor had he ever courted popularity at 
the expence of the public peace. He held a letter ig his hand, 
dated in the month of November, which ſtated, that conſi- 
derable quantities of corn had been exported from Morpeth and 
Redbridge, to the coaſt of France. This letter, and other 
facts, he ſubmitted to the committee; they were not, how- 
ever, attended to, and he was treated with neglect, ſo that he 
had no other alternative than to bring forward, as he had a 
right to do as a member of parliament, fuch propofitions as 
he conceived would be uſeful in the great council of the na- 
tion ; ſuch conduct towards him, he thought, was no great 
encourage ment to induce him to give that attendance, of the 
want of which an honourable gentleman had been pleaſed to 
complain. . | | "TL 

Mr. Huſfey ſaid, that the honourable mover had mentioned 
many things which he very much approved; but as there was 
nothing matured in the form of his motion, or ſpecific in its, 
object, he could not give it his ſupport. * It had been faid, 
that there did pot exiſt a real ſcarcity; on this ſubject he 
ſhould give no opinion. It furely was a queſtion, however, 
which ought not to be left in uncertainty. There was fome 
way or other of determining it, and means ought tobe immedi- 
ately taken, in order to aſcertain a point of ſo much import- 
ance, as whether the ſcarcity was real or artificial, If the 
ſcarcity was found to be real, the loyalty and good ſenſe of the 
people of England would diſpoſe them to ſubmit to it in 
patience... It reſted with government to inſticute the inveſti- 

gation. With reſpect to what had been ſtated on the ſubject 
of exportation. to Guernſey, &c. he lived in the neighbour- 
hood. f Southampton, and befoze he left the cquntry, the peo- 
ple diere had beeu very much alarmed at the large quantity of 


uin 
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grain brought to Southampton for the purpoſe of being ex- 
ported. An honourable gentleman had faid, that by law only 
9,500 quarters could be exported to Jerſey and Guernſey, but 
this did not preclude more from being ſent out of the country, 
on pretence of being ſent there, if ſubmitted to the inſpection 
of the proper officers j5 and though he could not produce evi- 
dence of the fact at the bar, he had every reaſon to believe, 
that a much larger quantity had actually been exported from 
Southampton. 


Mr. Buxton declared, he was extremely ſorry that an idea - 


had gone abroad, that the ſcarcity was not real. He re- 
marked, that the returns from the Lord Lieutenants with re- 
ſpect to the ſtate of the harveſt in the country, were generally 
unfavourable z and that, at any rate, as from the preflure of 
ſcarcity, we had begun with the laſt crop, two months before 
the uſual time, there muſt, at any rate, be a deficiency of thoſe 
two months. | 

Mr. V. Smith ſaid, that the reſult of every enquiry which 
he had made, he had more and more reaſon to lament that 
the ſcarcity was real, and that the produce of laſt year's crop 
fell. far ſhort of the average crop of the country. If there- 
fore, we were to continue to exhauſt our wheat in a laviſh 
manner, without any regard to the deficiency of the flock in 
hand, the conſequence muſt be a real ſcarcity. One uſeful 
eſtect of the high price of flour had been to diminiſh the con- 
ſumption, and in order to remove to a ſtill greater diſtance the 
period of actual ſcarcity, it was of the utmoſt importance to 
impreſs upon the minds of the incredulous a firm conviction of 
the immediate and preſſing neceſſity for adopting every poſſible 
economical regulation. A great number of the poor were, 
as he believed, erroneoully pevſuaded that the ſcarcity aroſe 
from the prevalence of monopoly, and that the ſtate of the 
markets was to be aſcribed to the conduct of the farmer in 
hoarding, up a quantity of grain, in order to enhance the 
price. A perſon who was converſant with the poorer. claſs of 
the community, had told him the other day, that their lan- 
guage on the preſent occaſion was, ** that they were labour- 
ing under great diſtreſſes, and that if theſe were not ſoon re- 
medied, they would bear them no longer.” He took that 
opportunity to repreſent to the perſon to whom he alluded, the 
neceſſity of urging and maintaining the impropriety and abſur- 
City of ſuch language, ies OBE to procure any relief un- 
der the actual — 2 and its dangerous tendency to the 
peace of the country. In Hertfordſhire, the common 
had an idea, that the mills were kept at work for govern. 
Vol. III. 1796. Mm | ment. 
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ment. It was difficult to underſtand what they meant by. 
this ; the uneaſineſs they expreſſed on the ſubject, however, 
ſufficiently ſhewed that they entertained a ſuſpicion of ſome 
unfair dealing. It was, therefore, of the utmoſt conſequence 
to give them the moſt convincing evidence, that the ſcarcity 
proceeded from a real deficiency of the harveſt, and that no 
effectual remedy could be found for the evil, except by a tem- 
porary abſtinence from the uſe of wheat, in the ſome propor- 
tion as before. | 
: The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that in conſequence of 
what had paſled in the committee, it was neceſſary for him to 
make a few obſervations; and firſt, he muſt obſerve, that as 
to what had been faid by an honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Huſſey), with regard to the exportation of grain to Guern- 
ſey and Jerſey, that more had been exported thither than nine 
thouſand five hundred quarters, which was the quantity al- 
lowed by law, he was not aware that any beyond that quantit 
could have been ſo exported, except for the uſe of his Majec. 
ty's troops that might be ſtationed in thoſe iflands ; nor was 
that any thing material enough in amount to have any conſi- 
derable effect on this country, But what was the amount, un- 
der thoſe circumſtances, beyond the quantity which was 
otherwiſe allowed by law to be exported to thoſe iſlands, he 
could not ſtate. With regard to the general idea of exporta- 
tion, he muſt obſerve, as had been already ſtated by his ho- 
nourable frieud, that there were laws in force to regulate that 
exportation, as adequate to the ſubject as any thing that had 
been offered to the committee that day; nor had there been 
any remiſſneſs on the part of government, in ſecing that ſuch 
jaws ſhould. be executed ſtrictly. If any honourable gentle- 
man of that Houſe, or any other gentleman in the country, 
could ſhew how thoſe laws could be better enforced, he could 
not do a better ſervice to his country than by ſtating it: not 
only on account of the prevention of illicit exportation itſelf, 
bur for removing the mifchievous and miſtaken impreſſions 
which prevailed on that head. It was of fome advantage that 
the country ſhould know they bad grounds to diſtruſt the im- 
e which had been made upon the ſubject; that there had 
en a willing and vigilant execution of the laws which limits 
the exporttation of corn; all this was clearly proved by the 
ſtatement of his honourable friend. 5 
PFirſt, he muſt obſerve, that great pains had already been 
taken to collect local information. on the ſubject, and to com- 
pare the reſult of communications from different quarters, in 
order that the committee might form an opinion, and make » 
W IS I gener 
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neral abſtract to be ſubmitted to the Honſo, of the average 
te of the country, upon the quantity of corn. This had 
been done. What more could be done, without great public 
danger, without great private inconvenience, without excit- 
ing general alarm (all which would tend to obſtruct, inſtead of 
aiding the real object, he was at a loſs to imagine. He knew 
of no other mode to obtain information upon this ſubject, 
except that of compelling all factors, the dealers in corn, the 
millers, the mealmen, the farmers to give up their ſtock to the 
inſpection of officers to be appointed for that purpoſe. That 
would, he thought, be impracticable, if attempted, and 
aitempting it might be attended with the worſt imaginable 
conſequences; by it a ſpirit of alarm would be r:iſed, that 
might lead to danger of the moſt fatal kind, without the cer- 
tainty or even the probable chance of gaining information, on 
which any ſalutary meaſure might be grounded. , 
With regardto what degree the ſcarcity exiſted, or the exag- 
gerated ſtate to which ſome e had been led to ſuppoſe 
it did exiſt, he was inclined to think that a very clear or de- 
ciſive opinion, either one way or the other, was extremely 
likely to be erroneous. To fuppoſe that the difficulty was 
nothing more than to aſcertain the cauſe of the price of bread 
was wholly unfounded.” If he could judge of the real ſtate of 
the country at this time, and conſider what ought to be the 
price of corn, between buyer aud ſeller, together with the 
proſpect of a future harveſt, how'much was at preſent in the 
country, and how much was likely to come into it, he really 
did believe that the price ſhould not be what it was. He did 
not ſay, however, that this was altogether an artificial ſcar- 
city, or à ſcarcity entirely reſulting from the prevalence of 
foreitalling and monopoly, from the avarice of farmers, and 
the frauds of jobbers. Some of the farmersindeed, like all the 
members of a great community, might too eagerly purſue, 
upon narrow principles, what appeared to them to be their pe- 
cuntary intereſts, 'which was the caſe, to a certain extent, in 
all the courſe of commercial dealings; he fincerely believed, 
however, that laſt harveſt the wheat crop was deficient,” 
Every other fort of crop, however, which furniſhes an uſe- 

ful and a wholeſome ſubſtitute, for wheat (which, perhaps 
innocently but certainly rathly, and in probable” effekt ini” 

chievouſly, had been called a vile and abominable compound to 
ſtatve the poor, ) were not only plentiful; but in fuch abundance, 
as to be even in a greater proportion than the deficiency of 
the wheat. What was wanting, therefore, was, only that 
that the country ſhonld make up its mind to its ſitüation, 
| M m 2 | and 


that made only of wheat had been provided, and it had been 
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and in lieu of the deficiency of the wheat harveR, avail itſelf 
of thoſe means of ſupply, which the other crops have ſo amply 


afforded. He did tor ſee any inconveniehce that could then 


ariſe, Men of underſtanding and information could eaſily 
comprehend this, and be fatished under it. Others indeed, 
of an inferior degree of knowledge, might have prejudices that 
were excuſeable from their education, and on that account 
their prejudice ſhould be tenderly regarded; it thence, how- 
ever, became the poſitive duty of men of higher powers of 
reaſon to forbear attempting to inflame their minds by diſmal 
and exaggerated ſtatements of their proſpects. Poor men, 
his feelings for their ſufferings obliged” them to confeſs, 
ought to be excuſed for error of opinion upon ſuch a ſubject 
as this. They ought not in his opinion to be reduced to eat 
bread of any ſpecifically coarſe or inferior quality, or of any 
mixed quality, upon compulſton ; While he lamented” that 
their prejudices were fo ſtrong, that, however, reaſonable the 
thing might be in itſelf, and, however, it might conduce to 
their ultimate advantage, yet they would not fall into the 
neceſſity of it direct; Je was perſuaded that if it came upon 
them gradually, they would not only not think it an hardſhip, 

ut he was inclined to believe it would be conſidered by them 


7 


eventually as an eſſential relief. 155 
Some perſons had without due confideration held out to the 


poor that their eating this fort of mixed bread was a ſacrifice 
of their health; and that they could not deri ve ſuſtenance 
enough from it to live upon. If, however, there Was abun- 
dance of other food, and there were other articles of ſood in 


abundance, he did not fee that there was any ſuch ſacrifice. 


Some gentleman conſidered the ſcarcity in # view fo alarming 
that they confounded it with the idea of a famine. He thought 
fuch language highly miſchievous and highly reſprehenſible. 
He lamented that their prejudices had not induced the lower 
orders of the people to adopt, what it was their intereſt, and 
that of the country at large to adopt, a mixed kind of bead; 
yet he was very far from wiſhing to compel them to have no 
other. He was rather defitous, by calm reaſoning, to per- 
ſuade, and by powerful example to fhew them, in ſhort by all 


| poſſible means to convince them 0of "the advantages of a mixed 


bread. To endeavour by degrees to ſhake off their prejudices. To 
invite them totry the experiment, and by all means to ſhew them 
how groundleſs their prejudices have been. In many parts ot 
the country, though not in great towns. this had been a goo! 
deal the oo already: in 'theſe another ſort of bread than 


found 
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found ſatis factory to the poeple at large. It was no (mall 
ſatisfaction to him to know that the crops of other articles 
were abundant, but alſo to believe that the evil of the defici- 
ency of wheat had, to a certain degree, found its own remedy 
ſo as to prevent the extent of the miſchief that might have been 
one reaſonably apprehended. Suppoſing that ſiibſtitutes, from 
prejudice, had not been introduced in the article of bread, 
the high; price of wheat had already diminiſhed the conſump- 
tion. What, therefore, would be the caſe when the prejudices 
of the lower orders of the people were diſſipated, and theſe 
ſubſtitutes for bread brought into general conſumption ? Cer- 
tainly a great diminution of that conſumption, and then he 
was perſuaded that our ſtock would be more than neceſſary 
for our actual canſumption, The Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer faid, he was far from ſuppoſing that there did exiſt a de- 
heiency in the country, that would create any ſerious appre- 
henſion when compared with the proſpect of the next harveſt. 
He was alſo far from thinking that, comparing the ſtate of 
the country at this time, in that reſpect, with the proſpect of 
the next harveſt, there was any thing to juſtify the preſent 
high price of grain. He thought he was juſtified in entertain- 
ing a hope that if ſome men were reaſoning upon a proſpect of 
an advance of the price of corn, and under that proſpect keeping 
it back from the market, befote the next harveſt they would 
find themſelves diſappointed. _The evil he could not believe 
was entirely owing to jobbers and that deſcription of men 
whom it was cuſtomary to abuſe, but from whom there was no 
more danger to the community than from others to whom the 
fame vious epithets were not uſually applied. 'Nothing 
could be more miſchievous than to raiſe a cry againſt a parti- 
cular deſęription of men, who were making as fair an uſe of 
their capital as any other clals of men engaged in trade, and 
who formed one of the immenſe links of that ſyſtem of in- 
duſtry which binds together the different ranks of men in a 
commercial country, which provides fur the diſpoſal of their 
ſuperfluities, and facilitates the, ſupply of their wants. Men 
perhaps entitled to as much attention as the growers of corn 
themſelves, Nor could any thing be more reprehenſible, as 
well as dangerous, than when men, from ' whoſe ſituation in 
ſociety we naturally expect mote enlightened views and more 
liberal ſentiments, on a ſubject like this, could condeſcend to 
lend themſelves to confirm vulgar error, to miſlead ignorance, 
and enflame diſcontent. If, therefore, there be neither a real 
nor an artificial ſcarcity, he might ſay that perhaps the high 
price of proviſions was an evil that was in ſome degree _ 
| c 
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dant on the debates of that Houſe, by provoking a diſcuſſion, 
from which no good purpoſe can be anſwered, which can tend 
only to ereate unneceſſary alarm, and. to enhance the evil, 
without btinging forward any well-digeſted plan of remedy, 
He did not fay, that therefore, the Houſe ought to. be inatten- 
tive to it, or to diſſemble it, or under-rate it; but he was 
ſure they ſhould not aggravate it. Whenever any alarm went 
forth on any mercaniile tranſactions, corn, mone , or any 
other article of commerce; the fitſt operation of that alarm 
was to create that imagination which had the effect of a ſcar- 
city; and this was done by checking the circulation, of the 
article. Such was the caſe emphatically on the preſent: ſub- 
ject. 
2555 continually dwelling on the topic, by giving to the pub- 
he the gloomy ſide of the ſubject to view, without allowing 
them a glance of the chearful, by enhancing the picture of the 
annual preſſure, by lamenting the ſufferings. with which it is 
unavoidably attended, and drawing melancholy anticipations 
of the danger of approaching famine, a ſpirit of univerſal ter- 
ror is-generated, and each place become jealous of another, 
and feels an intereſt to lock up the grain, of which it is in 
poſſeſſion, in order to guard againſt the threatened calamity. 
Alarm and jealouſy are propagated among the markets; thoſe 
in the country are afraid that London may ſwallow up all the 
flock, and anxious to ſtop every ſupply to that quarter. Look- 
ing forward to the fancied evil, they keep more than they 
want for their own conſumption, and under the influence of 
panic, fell at an exorbitant price to one another, what they 
xefuſe to diſpoſe of upon the ſame terms to others. Such 
would even be the caſe, whenever or wherever an alarm was 
created. The Houſe ought, therefore, on every principle of 
public 5 and private good, to guard againſt the effect of a 
panic: called upon as they were, it was important that he 
ſhould ſtate to the public, that they did not neglect their in- 
tereſts, that they equally anticipated in the anxiety which. the 
people felt with reſpect to the ſcarcity, but that though they 
regarded it as an object of ſolicitude, they by no means con- 
Kdered it as a ground of deſpondence. There was, indeed, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, nothing in their preſent 
ſituation which could juſtify ſuch melancholy anticipation ; 


they kad only to look at the exiſtence of the evil, and to meet 
it by thoſe means which. were beſt adapted to alleviate its prel- | 


ſure," and if next harveſt be ſuch as they had eyery reaſon to 


hope, the inconvenience which was now ſuffered, would then 


be completely remedicd, and he hoped averted in futures 


Manet. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORITS. 252 


General Smith declared, he thought that if there was ſuf- 
Kcient time for it, it would be wiſe to endeavour to conviace 
the people, that no real danger was to be apprehended, but he 
doubted the practicability of that attempt under all the cir- 
cumſtances of the caſe. He feared the attempt to eke out the 
ſcarcity would prove fruitleſs, if the uſe of mixed bread was 
ſolely confined to the rich. The conſumption only of one ſort 
of bread was alone ſufficient to meet the evil. It was in vam 
to reaſon againſt people's prejudices ; but if ſome compulſory 
meaſure were adopted to enforce the uſe of a ſubſtitute, tor the 
finer ſort of bread he believed, it might operate, in a great mea- 
ſure, to obviate the impending ſcarcity, 

Mr. Francis reprobated the idea, that the honourable, mem- 
ber who made the original motion, or any other gentleman 
in'the Houſe, could be influenced by ſuch a baſe and abomi- 
nable motive, as a deſire to inflame the minds of the 
by the agitation of any queſtion in that Houſe. The lower 
orders of the community did not read, nor trouble themſelves 
with the debates of parliament, and the quartern loaf being 
at the enormous price of fifteen pence, would have more in- 
fluence on their minds, and appeal moce immediately to their 
feelings, than any declaration that could be uttered. He 
maintained his opinion that compulſion was abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary; a meaſure, of all others, the laſt to which he would 
have recourſe, did he not conceive that it would: ultimately 
prove highly advantageous to the poor. They had certainly 
the *precept and example of the rich; how could theſe, he 
aſked, operate to lower the price of bread, without ſome 
coercive means to enforce the adoption of the latter. No 
man was more averſe than he was to drive government to an 
act of compulſion, but it was a weak and unenergetic gevern= 
ment that would not adopt ſuch a meaſure, if on mature deli- 
beration, well informed men agreed that it would be for the be- 
nefit of the people. He concluded by obſerving that an alarm- 
ing fact had reached him that day, viz. that wheat bad riſen 
twelve ſhillings a quarter, in Berkſhire, _ - 11 

General Tarleton ſaid, he thought the Houſe much indebted. 
to the gentleman who brought forward the ſubject; as he had 
occaſioned the Chancellor of the Exchequer to riſe and deliver 
his ſentiments on the alarming ſcarcity that prevailed ; in that 
he had done an eſſential ſervice to the poor, whole intereſts he 
had obviouſly near his heart; having, by {o doing, in a great 
meaſure obtained his purpoſe, he hoped that he would with= / 
draw his motion. een 431g 077 

Mr. Honeyword declared he felt a ſtrong deſire that the poor 
ſhould be relieved, but expreſſed an apprehenſion that the bread 

which 
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vrhich was called mixe1 bread, which the poor purchaſed, was 
much inferior to that mixed bread which was allowed by gen. 
temen to their ſervants, and baked at their own houſes. . He 
thought that this matter ougat to be much better regulated 
than it had been hitherto. In a populous town with which he 
was connected, Mr. Honeywood ſaid, a mixed fort, of bread 
was introduced, made of ſuch materials as rendered it impoſ- 
ſible to be eat, and this aroſe, he was convinced, from a col- 
luſion between the miller and the baker. 3 

Mr. Martin ſaid, he would be extremely willing to conſent 
to any meaſure that ſhould relieve the poor; be thought an ob- 
ligation on the rich and middling claſſes to uſe. only one ſort 
of bread might be attended with advantage; but if there was 
to be any difference, the poor ought to have better bread than 
the rich, becauſe the poor had litile but bread to eat; but as 
the Committee above ſtairs had made conſiderable progreſs in 
their enquiry into the price of grain, he thought it would be 
proper to wait for the report of that Committee. | 
Mr. Huey aid, he hoped that this converſation would not 
be loſt. He was afraid that by the high price of corn at pre- 
ſent, the farmers bad learned a leſſon of which they could not 
eaſily cure them. With reſpec to the price of corn, his idea 
was, that articles of food ſhould be conſidered with regard to 
their price, and the mode of regulating it, different from any 
other article that was to be the tubject of lale, "That was cer- 
tainly his opinion. Je felt a reluctance in making any com- 
pulſion upon the ftandard of bread, but he thought they muſt 
come-to a regulation that none but brown bread of a certain 
fandard ſhould be made of wheat in this country. He muſt 
alſo ſay, he faw no probability of the price of corn lowering 
before the harveſt. | 
The queſtion was then put, © That the Chairman do now 
leave the chair, and carried without a diviſion. 


SUCCESSION BILL. 


The Solicitor- General ſuggoſted ſome amendments reſpecl- 
ing the ſtamps on the receipts for the payment on the tax on 
legacies. By them the tax would render it neceſſary that the. 
legacy ſhould be recorded in à book, which, as was the cafe 
in apprentices indentures, might vccafionally ſerve as lega! 
proof for the tranſaction. He thought no other ſtamp duty 
ſhould be charged on the reccipt than that which was to be 
enacted by the new bill. Theſe, together with ſome verbal 


amendments were all that he had to propoſe, 


A 


to the belt eſtabliſh 
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Mr. Foddre! wiſhed to know, if any additional officers were 
1015 9 in the collection of this tax. 


The Solicitor General ſaid the Officers already engaged in 
the collection of bis Majeſty's ſtamp revenues would be able 
$0 collect the preſent duty alſo. HM 

The clauſes, being gone through, and the ſpeaker having 
— the chair, . on the queſtion, that the report be no 
received, WR N 
Mr. Alderman Newnham expreſſed his ſtrong diſapproba- 
tion of the Bill. It would, he ſaid, oblige people to diſcloſe 
the whole ſtate of their private property; Every man's 
warehouſe muſt be examined, and the books in his counting+ 


| houſe, infpeted, The ſtate of the property of every mercan, 


tile-houſe muſt, be expoſed to the world, when any partner 
happened to die, and left his property among his. relations, 
This was a proceeding, that might prove highly prejudicial 
ed .houſes. , The,;jtax was an unmanly 
one ; ſo, many difficylues preſented themſelves in the way of 
its execution, that if the Houſe agreed to it, à repeal would 
loon be found apſolgteiy neceſſary. Exempting landed pro- 
Pertya and making mercantile property alone ſubject to this 
Bill, he conſideted as an aggravation, of its oppreſſion. - He 
3 ha truſted that minilters would give it up al- 
„ enn 30 Bens cn5: Tat: 
Are Chanceller f the Exchequer ſaid, that at the hour of 
the night at.whbigh he was then addreſſing the Houſe, he ſhould 
be extremely reluctant to preſs forward a. buſineſs of this im 
portance, particularly io ſo thin a Houſe ; he wiſhed, however, 
to obſerve, that it was extreniely materia} tothe public ſervice 
that no unneceſſary delays ſhoutd take place, It could not be 
tated, that, the hujine(s had been preiled torward with any de- 
gree of precipitangy, becauſe * time had been given ſince 
the printing of the Bill, for its moſt deliberate eonſideration. 
The Houſe was certaialy.yery thing but as it was known that 
the buſineſs was to come. on that day, and there had not been, 
during the courſe of the day, a fuller attendance, he ſaw-no 
realon for delaying -it;anylonger.;,,, Beſides, if there was any 
intention to ſtate Objections, or to propoſe, alterations in the 
Bill, there would be future ſtages, in which gentlemen might 
have an opportunity. of ſo doing: he muſt, therefore, however 
rcluctantly, propoſe taking the Report into conſideration. 
7 _ queſtion, being put, that the amendments be read a 
rt time, 4 5 , To! noms ta yk 
Mr. Curwen objected to a meaſure of ſuch importance being 
brought forward in ſo thin a Houſe, His oppolition did not, 
Vo, III. 1796, Nan he 


- r n 


_ _ N of 1 2 3 
— * * * * 5 * * — — 
e I Ys 
4 $4. 20 93 _ a*%. > 


- < — 
> — —_ 
5 - 
gs 7 * m—__ 


3 


44 wt 


* 4 — c- 


* * e WE.) 3 l PI 
F Sy FCAT” APIs A * 
. ² wü. et re EY 


25 „ = — — 
— — * > 2 * * 2 — * % — 1 = 
8 my * o LY 2 . PR_ Aw 
: * * * rw — 
a 4 Py ” 
— — — -25, mo — _ 
— oo 4 _ 8 2 * — ä ——_— p 
bo err $a ot r r — m — 
„ 


Rs 


294 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS f[Coimnors; 
he ſaid, ariſe from a diſlike to the tax, becauſ-, taking it in a 
99 58 point of view, it was one to which he had no oifeclon 
ut he lamented the abſence of his right honourable friend, 
(Mr. Fox) who, he underſtood, intended to deliver his ſenti- 
ments on the ſubject. 4 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he was concerned for 
the cauſe of the right honourable gentleman's abſence, the 
aſſiſtance of whoſe abilities he moſt certainly would wiſh to 
have on this, as on every other occaſion. The Bill was 
printed, and had been a conſiderable time before the Houſe, 
and every thing had been done on his part to give gentlemen 
every opportunity of examining its merits. It ſtood for diſ- 
cuſſion on the preceding night, but was poſtponed in A 
quence of the unexpected length of the debate; and the ſcar- 
city of members preſent was a proof that they did not mean 
to give it any oppolition, He could not, conſiſtent with 
his duty, and the public ſervice, poſtpone the buſineſs any fur- 
ther, and gentlemen might have an opportunity of debating 
it on the report. a bn 
Mr. Reafhleigh declared, he wiſhed for ſome delay in 2 
buſineſs of that importance: he was ready to admit that there 
had been full time given for conſideration, but he thought a 
few days could not make any material difference. He had 
ſeveral objections againſt the Bill, which it was his intention 
to have ſtated on the ſecond reading, but he ſhould: not ſtate 
them at length then. In the firſt place, he thought it would 
load the duty of an executor with fo much difficulty that few 
gentlemen would be willing to undertake the office; it ap- 
peared to him alſo, that the Bill was partial in its. operation, 
and that it would tend to throw Jarge ſums into the hands 
of the Accountant Gereral. He was aware that the preſent 
Accountant General (Mr. Serjeant Walker) was a man of 
the ftrifteſt honour, yet what he had mentioned was a thing 
that ſhould be avoided as much as poſſible, He conclud 
with moving to put off the report till Friday the fourth 


inſtant. 

Mr. Martin complained of the thinneſs of the Houſe. 
The Bill in its operation, he remarked, would extend to the 
principality of Wales, and as many reſpectable gentlemen of 
that country were that day enjoying themſelves in celebrat- 
ing the 7 of their titular Saint, he hoped the cir- 
cumſtance would have ſome influence in obliging them to 
agree to the motion of the honourable gentleman who ſpoke 


laſt. 
The 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that if other reaſons 
were not ſufficient, he did not believe that the Houſe would 
de (wayed much by the one laſt urged. It was a proof that the 
gentlemen of that principality did not think their intereſts in 
much danger when they could be abſent upon ſuch an oc- 
caſion, or elſe that they thought their intereſts ſafe in the 
hands of the Houſe, ith reſpect to the other arguments 
uſed againſt the Bill, they did not appear to him very forci- 
ble, As to its throwing an additional burden upon executors, 
it appeared to him that the trouble to be given to them was as 
little as poſſible, conſidering the nature of the ſubject. If any 
means could be deviſed for decreaſing it, without injuring the 
effect of the Bill, he ſhould be happy to adopt them. 

The report was read, and the Bill was recommitted. 
The Bil then went through the committee, in which ſe- 
veral amendments were propoſed by the Solicitor-General. 

It was ordered to be reprinted with amendments, Ad- 
journed, | | 5 | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
. WezpwesDay, March 2. 


Sir Watkin Williams Wynne was (worn in for Beaumaris, 
having vacated his feat for that town, by the acceptance of 
the ſtewardſhip of a manor in Deabigſhire. 

Mr. Manning named Tueſday the eighth for the ſecond 
reading of the new Wet Dock Bill. 
Sir Watkin Lewes gave notice, that he ſhould the next da 
move for leave to bring in a Bill for explaining and Sd 
ng two as of parliament, for regalating 3 mi- 
4 ee 3 | 

General Macleod gave notice, that he ſhould bring forward 
2 propoſition on Monday the fourteenth inſtant, concerni 
the reported importation of blood-hounds from the Ifland 
Cuba, into Jamaica to hunt the Maroons from their receſſes. 
I Rags 


--» HOUSE OF LORDS. 
© TwvxsDAr, March 3. 5 
The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, that ſeeing ſome of the noble 
lords preſent who had taken a leading part in bringing for- 
ward an inquiry on the ſubject of the ſtave trade, he roſe to 
make one or two obſervations. Into the juſtice ar * 
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of that trade he ſhould not then enter, neither would he de- 
elare his own opinion on the ſubject qne way or the other, 
but he could not repreſs his ſurpriſe to obſerve that after; the 
ſubject had been brought forward, and had been put into a 
train of N a total relaxation of enquiry ſhould have 
taken place. He had underſtood that there was à concert be- 
tween the promoters of the abolition of, the flave trade in the 
other Houſe and thoſe who took the lead there, that the ſub- 
ect was not to be e but all further diſcuſſion of it was 
meant to be ſuſpended during the war, a deſign which was 
powerfully enforced by the preſent ſtate of the Weſt India 
eolomes.” He conceived alſo that, this forbearance on their 
part might be ſuppoſed not to be very injurious to the intereſts 
of humanity, as during the continuance of the war, and par- 
tieularly in the ſituation of our Weſt India Iſlands, the trade 
could not be carried on to any very conſiderable extent, 
but was rather for- the time annibilated. He had lately ſeen 
from the votes and journals of another houſe, that moſt pro- 
bably, their lordſhips would ſhortly be called upon to diſcuſs 
2 Bill, which was at that time in its-progreſs through the 
other branch of the legiſlature. He could not, thereſore, but 
blame the friends of the queſtion for not purſuing the inveſti- 
ation; however, whatever might be the. motive of their con · 
doc, it became neceſfary for him to preſs upon their attention, 
a meaſure of fo great importance. He would therefore only 
aſk, why they had not proceeded. with that enquiry. into 
which they had, entered, and to determine what line cf con- 
duct they ſhould in future purſue, | | Rs 
Lord Grenville? ſaid, if the noble earl alluded to him in what 
| he had faid; he muſt declare that he had never taken a leading 
ſhare in propoſing an injury. He could only repeat what 
he had explicitly declared on a former occaſion, viz; that his 
mind was completely made up, and confirmed upon the ſub- 
ject. He had no occaſion, therefore, for further evidence, 
for no evidence could induce him te alter his opinion. 80 
far from being impreſſed with the neceſſity of inquiry, he had 
{e}dom attended that inquiry, which had taken place. When- 
ever the meaſure came forward, to:which: the noble lord al- 
luded; he ſhould act in contormity:to that opinion, which he 
had always avowed, and if-a Bill was ſent up, he ſhould think 
it right, coming before them in ſuch a manger, to ſupport it. 
Ihe Bißbop of Rocheſter (aid, perhaps the noble earl alluded 
to him in wharthe had ſaid relative to the avowed friends of 
the meaſure not puſhing” the inquiry more eagerly; he cer- 
tainly was one ho particularly voted for the inquiry, and * 
31's | | tende 
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tended conſtantly during its continuance. He had not done 
fo to fatisfy himſelf. Like the noble lord, he had formed an 
opinion, and was in poſſeſſion, long before the inquiry, of all 
the evidence taken before the Privy Council, and delivered at 
the bar of the Houſe of Commons. Of the morality and po- 
licy of-the flave trade, bis mind had formed a decifion ; when 
inquiry was demanded, he propoſed that it ſhould be openly at 
their lord{hips bar, rather than in, a committee above ſtairs. 
How far it was becoming or creditable for the Houſe, after 
having once inſtituted an inquiry,. to abandyn it without 
bringing it to any concluſion was not for him to determine. 
The Earl of Lauderdale faid, that the Reverend Prelate 
having ſo decidedly avowed his own, opinion, and having ſo 
broadly inſinuated a doubt how far the Houſe had acted cre- 
ditably, in abandoning the inquiry, it became incumbent upon 
him, who had himſelt taken an active part in the inquiry, and 
who profeſſed himſelf to be actuated by ſuch ſentiments, to 
explain why he had. not brought forward fome motion for pro- 
ceeding with the inquiry :- | u de 
The Bifbop of Rechefter ſaid, that in conſequence of the ſlow 
progreſs. of the inquiry at the bar of tue Houſe; he had moved 
that it ſhould be referred to a committee above=ſtairs. This 
inquiry he did not want for himſelf; he had alteady, as he de- 
clared before, made up bis opinion upon the ſubject, and his 
conviction was ſuch as no inquiry could alter. His motion, 
that the ſubject ſhould be referred to a committee above · ſtairs, 
had been over- ruled by a majority of the Houſe... They had 
not afterwards thought fit to continue the inquiry at the 
bar. In whatever light this might apprar, or whatever charge 
might be brought forward, of remiſſneſs or delay, he wiſhed, 
at leaſt,” that it ſhould be clearly underſtood that the blame did 
not reſt with thoſe who were of the ſame; opinion with him- 
ſelf it was no fault of his chat the inquiry did nut proceed, 
and he was ready to come to the queſtion without further ĩu- 
veſtig ation. | U D 
The Duke of Clarence ſaid, that not having been preſent at 
the commencement of this converſation, he was ignorant in 
what manner it might have been introduced, and unable to 
take notice of any thing Which might have fallen from the 
noble lord. He had heard, however, what had been advanced 
by the Right Reverend Prelate in the laſt inſtance. That Re- 
verend Prelate had made a motion for a committee above- ſtairs, 
a motion which, in his opinion, had been very properly over- 
ruled by the good ſenſe of a majority of the Houſe, whoſe ne- 
gative on that occaſion did them honour. It reſted therefore 
with 
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with the Reverend Prelate afterwards to have moved, that they 
ſhould proceed with the may at the bar, If he negleftel 
to do this, the blame reſted folely with him. For his part, he 
thought, that the Houſe acted much better by letting the queſ- 
ſtion remain at reſt; and he truſted that they would evince their 
ſenſe, by adhering to the ſame line of conduct. 
The Duke of Norfolk reminded the Houſe of the length 
of time ſince the queſtion had firſt been brought before 
the Houſe. For the laſt two ſeſſions no progreſs had been 
made. "The preſent ſeſſion was already far advanced, and 
yet nothing had been done. Under -thoſe circumſtances, 
whenever the meaſure, which had been alluded to in another 
Houſe, ſhould come forward, he ſhould confider himſelf juſ- 
tihed in deciding at once upon its merits, witnout thinking 
it neceſſary to give countenance to fufther inquiry, which 
he found ſerved merely as a pretext for evaſion and delay. 
Here the converſation terminated. . 


VOTE OF CREDIT BILL. | 


- The order of the day was moved on the vote of Credit 
ill. | 1 a 

The Earl of Laucerdale roſe, and ſaid he intended to move 
that the order of the day for the reading of the Vote of 
Credit Bill ſhould be read, with a view to have it diſcharged, 
and renewed for a more diſtant period of the preſent ſeſſion. 
The attention of the Houſe could not be called to any ſubje&t 
of greater importance, or which more demanded the exer- 
ciſe of the conſtitutional duties which were attached to their 
fituation, It was entitled to their attention, not only on ac- 
count cf the large extent of the ſum, but on account of the 
ſingular nature and extreme novelty of the proceeding. The 
practice which had long ſubfiſted was, his Lordfhip aid, 
to bring forward the Vote of Credit Bill near the cloſe of the 
ſeſſion, nor could there be found any deviation from the cuſ- 
tom in the records of parliament. ' It was the character of 
the. preſent miniſters, however, to defend their meaſures, not 
upon general practice and recognized precedents, but upon 
the uſage which they themſelves had introduced. If any de- 


parture from ancient forms took place, miniſters took advant- 
age of it, extended the principle and availed themſelves of that 


principle ſo eſtabliſhed as a precedent. He hoped, therefore, 
that the, Houſe would be careful how they admitted practices 
to he begun againſt which their anceſters had jealouſly guarded. 

By the meaſure under con ſideration they not only violated 
every principle of the conſtitution, and ſet at cefiance the au- 
| ee cdhority 
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thority of law, but they even exceeded any thing which they 
had themſelves before attempted, | He taid, that all who 
thought it of importance to maintain thoſe checks which the 
conſtitution had put upon the executive power with reſpect to 
its interference with the public purſe, mult feel it incumbent, 
on them to reſiſt this meaſure. 

Againſt the motion which he was to make, no oppolition 
could be given, that would not evince that miniſters intended 
to apply the ſums which the vote of credit put into their hands 
to purpoles for which it was never meant to be appropriated. 
It was given to meet any unforeſeen ſervices, for which pro- 
viſion could not be made, and when parliament was not fit- 
ting to iſſue the proper ſupplies. Any pretence for hurry, not 
only contradicted the purpoſe of the vote of credit, but was 
inconſiſtent with the preamble of the bill itſelf. | 

If any inconvenience were ſtated to be likely to ariſe from 
delay in the paſſing of the bill, ſuch inconvenience only could 
be owing to the unwarrantable manner in which miniſters 
were to apply it to ſervices, not in proſpect, but already per- 
formed, and not included in the proper eſtimates, nor diſ- 
charged by the conſtitutional mode that rhe act of appropria- 
tion directed. This anticipation of the reſources of the coun- 
try was not only a groſs violation of the law, but a palpable 
fraud attempted to be paſſed upon the Houſe. Their Lord- 
ſhips would recollect, that laſt year, the vote of credit bill 
was hrought forward at a time more regular and 3 
than the preſent; but it had been, as he would pledge himſe 
to prove, immediately converted to uſes which accounted for 
the ſubſequent diftrefles of government, and the demand for 
money that aroſe from the vote of credit being diverted from 
its proper application; this was the original cauſe of that 
peel which followed. Out of the ſums then voted, 2 great 
part had immediately been paid into the offices of the pay- 
maſters of the forces and the navy, which ſhould have been 
provided by the eſtimates of the year, inſtead of exhauſting the 
fund by which unforeſeen exigencies were to be anſwered. 
What had been the conſequence of this miſapplication ? Mi- 
niſters were forced. to raiſe. money by the moſt difgraceful 
practices; all the offices. of government, as he would prove, 
if the inquiry he demanded ſhould be granted, were in arrear, 
and reduced to ſhifts never formerly attempted, and diſgrace- 
ful to the credit and character of any country; and alſo ditectly 
in violation of the laws of the land. The Houſe therefore ought 


to pauſe before they paſſed the bill, when they aw the con. 


ſequences that followed the miſapplication laſt year, and anti- 
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cipated a ſimilar one next. There were facts which he d 
mention and would alſo undertake to prove, that, bore ihe 
ſemblance of romance, and were they not thorough'y known, 
would ſhock the credibility of their lordſhips Whar he had 
to mention ſo materially involved great and dignificd charactets, 
that if he accuſed them of ſuch practices, upon no authority 

he muſt, his lordſhip ſaid, be himſelf, diſgraced in the eyes © 

the Houſe and of the country, Notwithſtanding the ſums 
voted laſt year by loan, notwithſtanding a vote of credit to the 
extent of two millions and a half, after the miniſter, had got 
poſſeſſion of ſixteen millions of money, in leſs than ſix months, 
ſuch was the diſtreſs for means to anſwer. the WOT of the 
year, that the aſſiſtance of private individuals was called in 10 
meet the exigency; bills were drawn. cunfefledly, .antedated, 
and profeſſing to be. drawn from a place from which in reality 


they were not drawn, and upon theſe large ſums had been 


raiſed. Had ſuch a refource been employed in another coun- 
wh the noble Secretary of Saat who Was much in the habi 
of declaiming 0 the financial plans of that country, wou 
haye repreſented.it as the laſt effort of a bankrupt treaſury 
and, in his opinion, with more juſtice than uſually-attend: 
the noble lord's reprobation. of the Jacobin ſyſtem of finance. 


pon the 700,000). thus raiſed, the public paid. a rate of 


intereſt amounting to five per cent. for, upon the advance of 
e money this tate was given, and diſcount of three per cent, 
allowed upon the prompt payment of the loan z therefore, to 


procure this money, both ſums, of intereſt were loſt to the 
public. This in itſelf was ille n the loan bill, three 


example, or tat the ayances were pearly cxhauſted; he hopes 
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that the latter would not be the interpretation that would be 
given to the ſyſtem that had been folſo wee. | 
Had the ptoper eſtimates been made out, and every expence 
fairly ſtated, be was convinced that the liberalty of the nation 
would have amply provided for them. the conduct of 
mĩniſters in this inſt ance, the reputation of the country had 
been injured, and its financial credit ſnaken by the pitiful ſhifts 
Which they had embraced. Neither had the application of 
the money fo raifed' been more legal than the means of railing 
it had heen improper. Theſe ſums, in violation of an act of 
parliament, had been paid into the office of the Paymaſter- 
General, without paſſing through that medium which had been 
fixed by the wiſdom of the Tegiflature. But miniſters diſ- 
piſed the laws of the land and put them at defiance, determin- 
ing, as it ſhould feep to treat as a mere dead letter. In the 
end of the laſt century, the diſpenſing power of the crown 
had been aſſerted: and, in theſe times, with better fueceſs and 
more alarming danger, the ' miniſter had fu d, by his 
ſingle authority, the proviſions of wiſe and falutary laws, in 
points of the higheſt importance. If miniſters really meant 
thus to ſcoff and ſport with the exiſting regulations, in God's 
name let them come forward and ayow it. At leaſt this 
would be more manly ; and even were a regular propoſition: 
to be made, fuch was the extent of what was called confidence, 
that they might fucceed in aboliſhing every former regulation, 
however ſacred or ufeful. At preſent, in defiance of poſitive 
laws, minifters erected themſelves into à kind of ſupremacy 
that defied controul, and difregarded lation. In every 
department the act of appropriation, by which particular ſer- 
vices are deſtined to be ſupplied by certain ſums, had been 
violated, and the greateſt min ication had taken place. In 
many Caſes, the modes of raifing money that had been fol- 
lowed, had diſgraced the reputation of the finances of this 
country in — of all monied men. Treafury warrants 
had been uſed as a means of procuring fupplies ; and even, as 
he could prove if an inquiry were to be granted, the reſpon- 
fbiliry of individuals was added to fatisfy perſons by whom 
they were held. The Tranſport Board, 'an office unkhown 
to the conſtitution, had been in the uſe of drawing bills, 
which were paid in conſequence of the private order of Mr. 


Rofe. Money had been raiſed, alſo, by the pitiful expedient 


of ſelling the neutral ' veſfels that were captured, While the 
owners were paid by the ifluing of mit re? And at what 
time, he defired to aſx, had miniſters kad recourſe to ſuch paltry 
and ſhamefdl arts for raiſing-inconfiderable ſums of wendy? 
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At à time, when they boaſted of the facility of raiſing im- 


menſe ſums: when they held gut the neceſſity of making an 


impreſſion on the enemy, by diſcovering to them the extent 
and magnitude of our reſources; and on that ground, vindi- 
cated the loan of eighteen, millions, which they had latel ſo 
improvidently made. He entreated their Jord(hips to _ r. 
under what circumſtances they would give their ſanction to 
this meaſure. The country was already, burthened with debt 
and taxes to an enormous amount; the poorer claſſes were in 
a ſtate of the moſt extreme wretchedneſs. Your lord- 
ſhips,” continued his lordſhips, * have indeed your titles ſe- 
cured to you; but I learn from the votes, that there is a 
meaſure now going through the other Houſe, which, if car- 
ried into a law, will beggar. your poſterity.” ..,.(Alluding 
to the tax on ſucceſſion.) ** You may, leave your. titles io 
your, deſcendants, but yaur property will be gone, This 
meaſure, I cannot but conſider as the laſt of our reſources,” 
(Obſerving Lord Mansfield ſmile.) ,,* His lordſhip may in- 
deed ſmile, at the ſtatement; he may not be affected by any 
of thoſe, diſtreſſes which I now deſcribe. If the diſtreſſes of 
the poor, afford ſport to his lordſhip and to miniſters, I can 
add to his and their amuſement in the lame, way. I will tell 
them, that I conſider the ſuppart Which your, lordſhips have 
given to the war, as the ſource of the ſcarcity, that exiſts and 
fall che calamities of the country. Not only, do L aſcribe to 
= war, {aid the carl, the ſufferings under 5 the country 
now ſmarts, dreadful as thoſe are, the proſpects: which jt pre- 
ſents with reſpect to our future ſituation, are ſtill more terri- 
fying. I charge them with having by their intrigues cauſed 
the general war in Europe, and compelled its continuance ſo 
long, and war is naturally and in the preſent inſtance mote 
particularly the cauſe of the ſcarcity — every where pre- 
yails, abroad and at home, If the country is 3 ſo bur- 
dened, what muſt be the ſtate of things, when the, accounts 
of this war, ſhall. come to be made up? If the permanent 
taxes, are already eſtimated, by calculation, to be equivaleut 
to the whole rental of the, landed property of the country, 
what muſt; be its ſituation when it ſhall be left, at the return 
of peace, with only its moveable property, to provide for thoſe 
expences which may remain to.be liquidated, and. when it will 
have to contend with a rival, country, Which will, then bave 
become clear-held for the exertions of - induſtry, and which. 
will ee e moſt tempting proſpects. of, adyantage to 
onied: ecyfation oder thoſe circumſtances it becomes 
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ſo repugnant to the principles of the conſtitution, and ſo in- 
jufious to the intereſts and credit of the country.” The earl 
concluded with moving, „That the order of the day for the 
% committment of the vote of credit bill be poſtponed to this 
day three weeks,“ becauſe it was unuſual, fo early in the 
eon to paſs the vote of credit bill, and becauſt neither 
Houſe of Parliament” ought either to vote away the public 
money, or to fanction ſuch à vote, without an eſtimate of 
fervices ordinary and extraordinary having been pfeviouſſy 
ſubmitted to them, and becauſe the preſent was by no meatis 
a fit ſeaſon for innovation. „ ien Or eee 
Lord Gr##ville faidy although he ſubſcribed to the conclud- 
ing aſſertion of the noble earl, that this was not a ſeaſon fit for in- 
novation, and although he ſtill perſiſted in his former reſolutions 
to oppole every ſpeeſes of innovation that tended to impair the 
conſtitution of this country, he profeſſed that he could not 
coincide in the noble earPs opinion of this bill; for ſo far was ĩt 
ſrom innovating upon any of the eſtabliſhed forms and cuſ- 
toms of the conſtitutioh, that it was in fact the conſtitutional 
practice. he noble eatl appeared to have faithfully examin- 
ed the Journals of che Houſe during the pteſent ſeſſions for 
the accuracy of his ſtatements, and unfortunately while he 
contended that tis vote of credit was brought forward at too 
early a period ofthe ſeſſions, ſeemed tb have forgotten that 
the advanced period of the ſeſſions had been but juſt before 
ürged to ſuit Ahôther oecaſion. He would not treſpaſs on the 
time of the Houſe hy adverting to every thing irrelevant 
which the hoble lord thought ſit tu introduce into his ſpeech, 
he” would put aſide all the extraneous matter, and confine 
himſelf to the queſtion. He would not then enter into an 
opinion as to the ſituation of this country and that of France, 
when peace fall arrive, as he had no doubt but the contraſt 
produced at (eh a period would place this country in the moſt 
enviable point of View.” Their lordſhips, he was convinced, 
would impute the preſent ſcareity to the real cauſe; and not 
aſſent to the propoſition of the noble lord, which was botne 
out by no fact uvhatever; that the diſtreſſes of the poor were 
totally to be imputed to the war! The noble lord Had called 
upon the Houſe to oppoſe the bill” before” their Iordhips; be- 
cauſe it was unuſual at a period 10 early in the ſ-iſisn to bring 
forward a ſimilar meaſure. As to the conſtitutional practice 
reſpeQing a vote of credit, their Tordſhips muſt have been 
apprized that it was uſual in another Houſe always to vote the 
money required for the ſervices of the yeat in 4 committee of 
ſupply; and then to vote the Ways and means in and by which 
that money ſhould be raiſed to defray the current expences in 
| Us. a com- 
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a committee of ways and means, but as there might ariſe a 
neceſſity for further ſums when the parliament was nos fitting 
to grant it, the cultomary mode was to vote a certain ium of 
money as a. vote of credit juſt before the riſing of parliament. 
The noble earl appeared to have underſtood that the vote of 


_ credit was granted to defray. any unforeſeen expences which 


had not been provided for, or which might afterwards be in- 
curred, whereas the true uſe and purpoſe of it was to ſupply 
any extraordinary occaſion that might ariſe. The only devia- 
tion from the eſtabliſhed. mode of practice was, that as go- 
vernment was aware that a certain ſum would be wanted in 
this manner, inſtead; of deferring it to à later period of the 
ſeflivn, ang teaving that lum to be taken care of by the pro- 
vilions' of next year, his majeſty's miniſters had brought it 
in the ways and means of the preſent | year, whereby the ac- 
compts wete more 2 compact, and the public rendered 
better able to judge of the real ſtate of their finances. That 
this was the 4 ſtate; of the caſe, there could be no doubt, 
or the preamble to the Bill confirmed t. 
If their Lordſhips examined the preamble of the Bill, and 
called to their recollection his Majeſty's. es they muſt be 
convinced that in the preſent inftance miniſters had neither 
exceeded their duty, nor infringed in the leaſt on the conſti- 
tution. Vith reſpect to former wars, it would be found, on 
examination, that votes of credit were applied to the extraor · 
dinary expences incurred during the year. On the preſent 
occaſion miniſters, ſoreſeeing the neceſſity, fairly Rated the 
circumſtance, and called upon parliament for the vote to de- 
ſtay the national expences, ſo far, therefore, thiscircumſtance, 
mpletely did away the arguments urged: by the noble lord 
againſt the preſent proceeding, Tbe noble lord had expteſſed 
tus fears for this country, hen it ſhould come to be contraſted 
with what France ſhould hereafter be. For his part, he ſhould 
never heſitate to-declare; chat this Country could never ſhrink 
from a compariſon with France. When we had made a juſt, 
honourable, and laſting peace, and ſuch a one, he truſted, it 
would prove when made, then he ſhould not fear to compare 
this Country with France, either in finance, commerce, arts, 
e eee 
dility of nations. In one point al ſo he with the 
noble lord: He had much —— that the — lord ſhould 


be believed in his mifrepreſeatation' pf the miniſters, than in 


his miſræpreſentations ofſthe ſinances of the country. When 

thoſe things reach our enemies, he alſo ſhould be more willing 

that they: eee 
JA Soma PRALE'c ns ng; 0 reduc 


9 


Mazcx'$] . - WOODFAIL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 28; 
reduced. He would not, however, go into à detail, becauſe 


he did not wiſh to preis on the time or patience of their lord 


ſhips the various and extraneous matter introduced by the 


noble lord, as the Houſe muſt in a great meaſure anticipate 
ſuch arguments, and agree with him that any ſuch detail was 
totally unneceſſary; he muſt nevertheleſs make ſome obſerva» 
tions on the rmearks of the noble earl upon the involuntary 


{mile of his noble friend (Ihe Earl of Mansfield) who ſat near 
him. There were ſome poſitions too abiurd to argue, and 
of that deſeription was the poſition of the noble eatl which 
provoked the involuntary (mile of his noble friend; that the 
war had been the ſole cauſe of the diſtreſs and. difficulty. of tbe 


poor in this Kingdom. It was fair to aſk what would have 
deen the conſequenees if the war had not been engaged in? 
They mult have been theſe: the poor would have been labour- 


ing under all the horrors, ail the calamities, all the diſtreſſes, 
aud all the mistortunes that the poor of France have ſo long 
and ſo fatally experienced. He denied that the war had been 


the cauſe of the preſent diſtreſſes of the poor, their diſt reſſes 
were to be attributed to other cauſes; they werte in fact to be 
attributed to àa combination of cauſes which it was not in hu+ 
man prudence to fareſee, nor in human power to prevent. 
With regard to the noble earl's aſſer- tion, that miniſters by 
their intrigues had cauſed the war in Europe, thnugh he was 
not at all (urptiſed to hear the noble carl's argument, it was 
the firſt time he had heard him małe that aſſertion, an aſſertion 
which he never would hear without giving it a direct and per- 
emptory contradidion. The fact was notoriouſly the reverſe. 
The parhament had repeatedly declared as much in the moſt 
expreſs terms, and the pcople ere of that opinion. 

Few other of the noble ear!'s: general obſervations 
called for teplys The noble earl had complained of the diſ- 
grace oſ a ttanſaction, which, in his opinion, as well as that 
of many ablet and better informed perſons, ſolely ſerved to 
prevent diſgrace, by keeping up the general credit and re- 


ſources of the country, and by guarding againſt: the poſſibi- 
lity of acquainting the enemy with any tempotary inconve - 


nience. When the money was borrowed laſt year. it was 
in the month of Auguſt, and was merely an anticipation uf 


of the revenues which had been voted, and were afterwards 


paid, and not on account of: any extraordinary expenditure. 


It would ſometimes happen that, although the revenue was 
equal in its total annual calculation to the tutal annual ex- 
pences, the expences for a certain length of time might excced 
the inſtalments of teceipts; as à ſubſlitute fur theſe reſourtes 
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was this money borrowed: After arguing all the ſtrong 
points in the earl of Lauderdale's ſpeech and oppoſing replies 
to — lordſhip concluded with giving his negative to 
the: Bitks ict wrn any ar e en wut! 267 cho 246-249 | 
be Earle Lauderdale ſaid, he could not in juſtice to the 
public or himſelf, decline making a ſew obſervations on what 
had fallen from the noble Secretary. As uſual; the noble 
Secretary of ſtate, he ſaid, had met his arguments with aſſer- 
tions and declamation. The queſtion of aggreſſion had been 
repeatedly argued, and it was obvious to every man of ſenſe, 
that the horrid ſtate of war in which the country was at pre- 
ſent ſtruggling, was totally attributable to the contemptible 
policy of fis : Majeſty's miniſters, - and the wretched intrigues 
of the Britiſh cabinet. And what was the conſequence 
The exhauitted ſtate of our finances; and the eternal attendant 
on war, ſcarcity. What exhauſted our revenues and pro- 
longed the war! he ſubſidies granted to Pruſſia, the Em- 
peror, the King of Sardinia, &c. Would the noble Secre- 
tary aſſert, that theſe were not cauſes that muſt indubitably 
impoveriſh the country, and finally plunge us into national 
bankruptcy. Phat the intrigues of his "Majeſty's 'minifters 
had cauſed the war in Europe, he verily believed; and that 
their artifices and their influence for more than two yea!s 
3 had forced its continuance, and withheld from 
urope the bleſſings af a general peace, fow he believed would 
be hardy enough to deny; He therefore blamed miniſters and 
the cabinet of this country, ſor having ſolely been the cauſe 
of proſecuting a ruinous and defolating war threoghout Eu- 
rope for nearly three years, when they had it in their power 
to have maintained a proud neuttality, to have added to the 
wealth and grandeur of the nation, and by ſtrengthening 
their alliance; have dictated peace. But he blamed them 
ſtill more for keeping alive the flames of war, when Auſtria 
and other belligerent. powers were diſpoſed to peace, by pro- 
digally:{quandering away immenſe ſums in loans and ſubſidies, 
and conſequently adding to the diſtreſſes of the poor in this 
country TLoqthe war that diſtreſs that prevailed was totally 
owing he had not the imalleſt doubt: and to aſſert that miſery 
and ſcateity were not the conoomitant evils of war, was to aſſert 
that which was the reverſeoſ euery propoſition laid down, by the 
moſt eminent philoſophers andchiſtorians of all ages. His lord- 
ſhip entered intu an arithmeticab calculation, to prove that what 
he had pronounced the improvident expenditure of the public 
money was well» founded, and to ſhew, that great as the 
amount of the extraordinar ies: voted was, that miniſters — 
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{hew. no claim to juſtiſy theit᷑ calling at this period of the ſeſſion 
for a vote of credit. He inſiſted that the money borrowed! 
laſt year was not in anticipation of the receipts upon the ways 
and means of that year, but in anticipation of the ne loan, 
and he grounded that argument upon the plain and acknow- 
ledged fact of the prompt payment of the new loan, on the ſame 
day the bills which were given for this money became due, 
and on the plain and ſimple fact of there being 16,67 5,000l.- 
of the old loan paid in at the time this money was borrowed. 

With reſpect to the ſituation of this country being worſe, 


if miniſters had not involved us in the war, that was a quei - 


on which called not, in his opinion, for a reply, and as to 
2 revolution, he ſaw, and every noble lord muſt feel the 
direfull eſfects that muſt necefarily; proceed from any convul- 
fon in the ſtate; in his conſcience, however, he was firmly 
perſuaded that the meaſures of miniſters were more calculated: 
to accelerate that evil, than to prevent ſuch a ſhocking cala- 
mity. - This was the opinion Which he and his friends had 
urged through the war, and whatever the conſequence might 
de of the conduct of his Majeſty's miniſters, no blame could 


attach to him, or the gentlemen with whom he had the hap- 


pineſs and the honour to dt. bot e ho 

The Earl of Mansfield thought himſelf called upon to ſay 
a (ew words, He ſaid it was his intention not to have taken 
ny part in the preſent debate, and he ſhould not have altered 
his intention, had not the noble lord taken offence at 
the involuntary+ ſmile which: appeared on his counte- 
nance: he roſe to defend that: ſmile and he would explain 
the cauſe of it. When the noble earl was eudeavour- 
ng ta prove. that the war was the ſole cauſe of the {ſcarcity 
which exiſted, it, reminded him of./a, 'circumfſtance which he 
remembered to have read in ſome book or other. A few: 
years after the revolution, ſome gentlemen wece converſing 
about the weather, and complaining that it was bad; hen 
one of them, no great friend to that impoctant event, ſaid, that 
he had obſetved there never had / been any good weather ſince 
the revolution. It was the ſimilarity of reaſoning in the two 
cales, that brought the ſmile into his countenance, of which 
complaint had been made. It was matter of common decla- 


mation, to hold out a gloomy picture of, our ſituation to the 


public, and in: the molt unqualified manner to pronounce the, 
country nearly tuined he remembered once to have have had 


: converlation with the preſident Monteſquieu, and others, at 
Vals, who laid they read: Lord Bolingbroke's publications, 


d other pgljticah pamphlets of the day, which held out a: 
derſuaſion, that the reſources of the country were exhauſted, 
but 
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but that they were convinced of the contrary, when they 
faw the eſtimates of the public expences, the ſtatement of 
the application of the ſums voted by parliament, and the 
amount of the ſupplies granted, with the ways and means 
provided for raiſing the money. | | 

The noble earl had again, in the courſe of the debate, re- 
newed an aſſertion, which had been very often anſwered, viz, 
that we were the agreſſors in the war. Upon all former oc- 
caſions he had refuted that argument, and he was every day 
more and more convinced by reconſidering events that had 
taken place antecedent to the commencement of hoſtilities, 
that he was well founded in the arguments he had uſed. Be- 
fides, he thought the noble earl would have paid more reſpect 
to the avowed declaration of a dying, and now departed 
friend (Monfieur Briſſot), who, . immediately before 
bis death, fo far from blaming this country for being the 
cauſe of the war, took that merit to himſelf, by faying that 
if he had not brought on the war with England. Pager 
might ſtill have been a monarchy, He ftated rather the ſub- 
ftance and the ſentiment of Briſſot. The Houſe would how- 
ever recollect that he had quoted the words of Briflot laſt year, 
but he could not cite them with equal correctneſs, as he had 
not then the book in his hand. N 

His lordſhip declared, he could never ſubfcribe to the doc- 
trine of the noble earl, who feemed to think that peace mut 
be had in any manner. He acknowledged, in common with 
every well-wiſher to the country, that if peace could be had, 
it was moſt deſirable ; but not'a peace quovis modi, to ſuch a 
peace he never could agree, nor would he give his conſent to 
any but a peace, honourable and fafe to us and our allies, 

Lord Hawheſburyſaid, he never heard any thing advanced 
in parliament, relative to the ſcarcity of proviſions, or the 
diſtreſs of the poor, without pain, unleſs it were accompanied 
with a propoſition of ſome prafticable mode of provition 23 
2 remedy for an evil which all deſcriptions of men felt in com- 
mon. To attribute the ſcarcity of proviſions to the exiſtence of 
the war, he ſaid was idle and abſurd; that in à ſtate of warfare, 
the prices of proviſions muſt be in ſome degree increaſed, was 


what he did not mean to deny; but to argue, that the preſent 


ſcarcity was owing to the war ſolely, was, in his opinion, 10 
maintain that which no man of common obſervation could 
aſſent to. He wiſhed 1 to their lordſhips, that this 
country was leſs likely to be affected, in point of proviſions, 
by the war, khan any other of the powers in Europe, becauſe 
in corſcquenee'of her naval power, and from the unlimited 
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mand of the ocean which we poſſeſſed, we had greater op- 
rtunities of ſupplying ourſelves ; but the ſcarcity, to whats 
ever extent it exiſted, aroſe from a cauſe which no human 
power could foreſee or prevent. The noble lord had argued 
much in favour of a peace, and had contended that it depended 
ſolely upon Great Britain to attain that deſirable object, not 
only for herſelf, but for Europe; becauſe, if ſhe made peace, 
the other powers would follow her example. It might be true, 
his lordſhip ſaid, that if England diſcontinued the war, the 
other powers might be compelled to enter into a peace; but 
would it be a deſirable object for this country? He begged 
their lordſhips to look to the Continent, and confider what 
would be the conſequences to this country, if the other bellige- 
rent powers were left to the mercy of France, ard obliged to 
accept peace on ſuch terms as ſhe ſhould pleaſe to dictate. He 
ſtated the uſe of the war, for all wars calamitous as they were, 
had he ſaid their uſes, in the protection of the Italian States 
and the reſt of Europe, and as a proof of the weakneſs 6f 
accepting their proffered terms of fraternization held out by 
France, he reminded their lordſhips of the conduct of the 
French to countries even under treaty with them, mentioninę 
Liege, and various parts of the King of Pruffia's dominions. 
The war, bis lord{hip faid, would have taken place at all 
events, if this country had not taken part in it, the Emperor 
unayoidably muſt, and ſo muſt the other powers of Europe. 
It was alſo to be recollected, that if miniſters were to blame 
for having engaged in the war, the two Houſes 6f Parliament 
muſt ſhare in that blame, as they had again and again recog- 
nized the war, and given it their ſanction. His Majeſty's 
miniſters were, his lordſhip ſaid, as anxious for peace as any 
men could be, when peace could be obtained confiſtent with 
the honour and the ſafety of England; but to follow the noble 
lord's advice, and to abandon our allies, was not, in his opi- 
nion, a likely way to obtain that defirable obſect. * 
The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, he found himſelf called upon 
to riſe, in conſequence of one circumſtance” which” both the 
noble lords had dwelt opon, not putting it directly, but by 
inſinuation, that he had ſaid that he would with 4 peace to be 
immediately concluded upon terms even however diſgraceful 
YO Oo oe tal. auth ct 23m 
He never had carried his earneſtneſs for peace to ſo extra- 
vagant an extent, as to _defire peace on and terms. He 
no means wiſhed for a diſhonourable Peace; nor the noble 
lord who ſpoke, laſt, or any other of his Nafeſty's fitmſters, 
heard from him an argument to that effect. "Neither had he 
Vor. III. 1796. | P p men- 
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mentioned one word reſpecting the terms or mode of making 
peace; the one and the other ought certainly to reſt with 
miniſters, who were reſponſible to their country for their 
conduct. But when he conſidered the circumſtances 
the preſent ſtate of the war, when he reflected on the 
enormous waſte of blood and treaſure, whey he called their 
attention to the two laſt campaigns, when twenty-eight mil- 
lions had been expended, and no one enterpriſe had been per- 
formed, nor one advantage to this country could be ftated, he 
was free to ſay, that almoſt any peace which. even they would 
make, in his mind, would be preferable to a continuance of 
the war, upon the ſyſtem and in the manner in which they 
had conducted thele two campaigns, 
With regard to what a noble earl had alluded to reſpecting 
the opinion of an unfortunate friend of his. He had no heſi- 
tation to confeſs, that he had a friendſhip for Briſſot, becauſe 
he believed him to be an honeſt man ; but it did not follow 
neceſſarily that he muſt adopt every maxim, every aſſertion, 
every principle which Briſſot might profeſs. If he was to be 
governed by the declarations of a departed friend in France, 
he ſuſp that miniſters would, to a great degree, be in- 
fluenced by thoſe of a retired friend of theirs (Mr, Burke) in 
this kingdom, particularly as to the propriety of concluding a 
regicide peace. 4 
In reply to what the noble lord had ſaid about our ſupe- 
riority at ſea, giving us a greater command of proviſions dur- 


ing the war than any other country had, to prove the validity 


of that argument, the noble lord, he conceived, ſhould have 
given an account of the quantity of proviſions exported and 
captured before the balance could be fairly ſtruck. He had 
not in his calculation forgotten the failure of our ſeaſon ; but 
ſtill he muſt contend that the ſcarcity was not merely owing 
to a natural cauſe, but it had been much increaſed by the 
continuance of the war, which, if noble lords afſerted was in- 
evitable on the part of this country, was made ſo by the con- 
duct of our court: and allowing that at firſt we were forced 
into a war, this was proved by the many opportunities we bad 
neglected, or refuſed, of putting an end to it ſince. 
Hlere he muſt remind the Houſe of an argument of a noble 
duke, which had much weight, and as he was not in his place, 
he believed he might name him without being irregulat; he 
meant the Duke of Leeds, who had ſtated, in a former debate, 
that even antecedent to the war, if a temperate, wiſe and pru- 
dent conduct, had been purſued by the government of this 
country; if we had ſent to Paris, not an ambaſſador, _ 
| charg 
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charge des affaires, Great Britain might have been placed in 
the moſt exalted ſituation in which the ever genes and 
and by preſerving her neutrality, have become the arbiter of 
Europe. In ſpite of all that had been ſaid of the calamities 
flowing from the hand of nature, they were hut lightly felt 
by the poor when compared with the Furchen diſtreſſes, and 
almoſt total deſtruction, which the conduct of minifters had 
brought upon them, and conſidering miniſters, as he always 
muſt do, parties to the origin and continuance of the war, 
ſo he maſt reckon them parties to the diſtreſſes and threatned 
deſtruction of the war. He deſcanted on the dependance that 
miniſters had upon, and the uſe they made, of the indiſereet 
confidence which the preſent parliament placed in them, and 
by which this meaſure, however ruinous, had been uniformly 
ſupported, declaring that though they might for a while ſhift 
off their own reſponſibility by ſheltering themſelves under the 
ſanction of parliament, if the diſtreſſes of the poor and the in- 
ternal ſituation of the country became more alarming in the 
ſame proportion as they had increaſed for the laſt two years, 
the voice of the people muſt be heard, and that voice muſt be 
amandate. This fort of influence which miniſters had obtained 
over parliament, he ſaid, he thought, of all other things, 
threatned moſt the deſtruction of the conſtitution, He had 
heard often and much of the influence which rich individuals 
poſſeſſed; but, what was their power of reſiſtance, hen com- 
pared with the, immenſe power and influence of the executive 
govefnment at this moment, who had the expenditure of 
an annual eſtate of twenty-five millions in their hands, and the 
influence and patronage annexed to the mode of railing that 
enormous ſum; a circumſtance that, of itſelf, made miniſters 
abſolute, and as careleſs as if they were above the eſtabliſhed 
laws of the country, Rome, in its moſt convulſed ſtate, ex- 
hibited no ſuch extenſive power and influence in any ſet of 
men: the wealth of Crœſus, when it was the dread of Cæſar 
and Pompey, was nothing equal to it: he never was worth 
more than three millions; a mere trifle, compared to the gi- 
gantic amount of ten times that ſum, of which miniſters had 
at preſent the difpoſal. Were not the liberties of Florence 
annihilated by the private fortunes and intrigues of the family 
of the Medici? He would not ahalize the operations and 
power of the money intruſted to the care of his Majeſty's 
miniſters ; but he contemplated with ſortow the means they 
hal of corruption. If their TJordſhips looked to the navy, 
which 9 could not, in its civil department, be more 
ably or fitly filled than it was at the preſent, with reſpect to 
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the noble ear] whom he ſaw in his eye, (Earl Spenſer) and to 
whom he meant no incivility, and ſee what a ſcene of patronage 
there preſents itſelf. Look to the army, and ſee the rapid pro- 
grels of the promotion of thoſe whole friends and fathers bow 
iubſerviently to the nod of the miniſter, while, on the other 
hand, thoſe who are leſs pliant, though not leſs deſerving, are 
treated with ſcorn, and paſs'd by with contempt, as every man 
who had a relation in the army well knew, he could not get 
him rank that was of any conſequence: but by purchaſe, and 
then he was fo far advanced in life that it was of little or no 
uſe to him. Look to the reverend bench of biſhops, and God 
knows their pliancy was not the leaſt recommendator 
claim to a mitre. Did their lordſhips ever behold a Chriſt. 
church boy, however great his virtues and talents, adorn the 
reverend bench without ſome noble patron to prefer his pre- 
tenſions? He deſired the Houſe to conſider cautiouſly the ex- 
tent of the power of miniſters, and the operation of their in- 
fluence; they were both equally hoſtile to the prince and the 
peaſant, for their intereſts were inſeperable. He muſt how. 
ever, tell them, that though they might for a time think 
themſelves ſafe under this ſhelter of parliamentary ſanction, 
they muſt in their cool moments allow that a time was not 
far diſtant when they muſt be reſponſible for their conduct, 
and muſt know that a continuance of that conduct mutt e- 
ventually bring on their own deſtruction, or that of the coun- 
uy. 
TS Grenville ſaid it was hard that miniſters were not 
only expected to anſwer to arguments, but to account for in- 
ſinuations, geſtures, and ſmiles. He was aware that when 
the noble carl roſe he meant to divert their attention by run- 
ning into a wild field of extraneous matter; it was neither 
his wiſh or intention to follow him minutely; he would 
merely reply to one point, on which the noble earl had hazard- 
ed an aſſertion that-he could not make good; namely, that 
by the miſconduct of miniſters, and the intrigues of this go- 
vernment, the war had originated and been continued. This he 
would contradict as often as he heard it; and he felt himſelf 
warranted in that contradiction by what his noble friend had 
mentioned reſpecting Briſſot; that honeſt man, as the noble 
earl had termed him, who had begun and carried on the war 
by depoſing his ſovereign, to whom only two months before 
he, had ſworn, allegiance! He ſaid he always had and ever 
would contend, that inſtead of his Majeſty's miniſters having 
by their intrigues been the cauſe of the war, the agrefſion was 
on the part of France, who, if poſſible, had aged ſtill more 
IE | * unjuſtly 
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unjuſtly in going to war with the Emperor than with us. 
He dwelt npon the notoriety of the wiſhes of the courts of 
Vienna and London to avoid the war as long as that was poſ- 
ſible, and it was undeniable that the court of Vienna ſthe.ved 
great tenderneſs. and expreſſed great reluctance to enter into 
the war. Moſt of what the noble lord had ſaid befides was 
extraneous and foreign to the ſubject, and it was undoubtedly 
good policy in the noble earl to draw their attention from the 
point on which he had been defeated, and thus cover his re- 
treat, As to miniſters ſheltering themſelves under the 
ſanction of parliament, he diſclaimed all ſuch ideas; his con- 
duct and his opinions were dictated by his conſcience, and he 
never would ſhrink from reſponſibility, at the ſame time that 
he never could deſpiſe the ſanction and ſupport of parliament. 

With regard to what had been ſaid of the influence put 
into their hands by means of promotion in the army, he felt 
himſelf bound to reſcue the illuſtrious character at the head of it 
from the groundleſs infinuation that ſuch an aſſertion caſt on um, 
and it was a paltry conſideration to ſuppoſe that having a ſon in 
the army, or in any branch of the public ſervice, would influ- 
ence amember of either Houſe of Parliament. As to the navy, 
and church, it was only neceſſary to put this queſtion home to 
any or all of their lordſhips. Was there any thing that could 
be given to them adequate to the total loſs of their property, 
with which they were threatened by the introduction of thoſe 
principles which the war was intended to put a ſtop to? He 
was proud to ſay that there never was a time or a ſet of 
men in adminiftration, who could boaſt more truly of making 
no improper ute ot ſuch influence as had been alluded to by 
the noble earl, and eſpecially the reſpectable charaQers who 
preſided in tae departments of the army, the navy;..and the 
church, He ſhould not notice the general inveRives of the' 
noble lord againſt the King's government, and the principles 
of the conſtitution. Every promotion emanated from the 
crown, and appouitment to office, civil and military, was 


ſo well known to be the admitted prerogative of the King, that 


n0 man, except an enemy to the conſtitution, would wiſh to 
tee the principle ſubverted. He gloried in being one of the 
adviſers of the preſent. war, which, he was pefriuaded, ſaved 
the country ; he acted conſcientiouſly, and with the feelings 
Ian honeſt man, and he was proud in being an inſtrument 
to carry it on with ſpirit and vigour.” .. 

The Earl if Lauderdale roſe again, and declared he did 
not mean to detain tacir lordſhips, but thought it abfolutely 
neceſſary to ſay a word or twe u explanation to a particular 


point 
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point. He ſaw the firſt Lord of the Admiralty in his place, 
and therefore thought it incumbent on him to diſclaim all in- 
tention of making any perſonal alluſion whatever. Had his 
eye happened to glance on that of the illuſtrious perſonage 
at the head of the army, he would in like manner have' diſa- 
vowed any intention to impute improper conduct to "that il- 
luſtrous perſonage, and have ſtated what he really thought, 
viz. that inſtead of the army getting worſe under his com- 
mand, it was much reformed indeed, and the public were highly 
indebted to his exertion. | | 
The queſtion was negatived without a diviſion, and the 
Bill went through the committee, and was reported, 
Adjourned. N 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
TrvukrsDaAY, March 3. | 

Corthyn's Naturalization, and the Ramſgate Paving Bills, 
were read the third time and paſſed. | 

Two petitions were preſented againſt the Wet Docks, 
one from the 'Tackle-makers, and another from the Over- 
ſeers of the poor in Southwark. Ordered to lie on the 
table. 

A petition was preſented from merchants trading to the 
Weſt Indies, ſtating the advantages which they apprehend 
will be derived to the Weſt India trade from the Bill now 
depending to eſtabliſh a Wet Dock at Wapping, and praying 
that the Bill may paſs into a law, Ordered to be laid on 
the table. 3! | nou 20 

| rolls. | 6 

Mr. Alderman Luſpington roſe, in purſuance of the notice he 
had given on a former day, to propoſe a legiſlative meaſure 
for regulating the tolls of turnpikes. He moved the reading 
of the 13th and 14th of his preſent Majeſty, reſpecting the 
ſame; and ſtated, that the object of his motion was to amend 

the ſame, by regulating the tolls of carragies with wheels of 
ſix inches broad, cc. ee Sint 0014 SHITTY 
On the Surry ſide of the city, the Alderman faid, there 
were no weighing engines; and, in conſequence,” the pro- 
prietors of carriages made a compenſation of 50 per cent. to 
the leſſees or commiſſioners of tolls. On the north and other 
ſides of the city there were weighing engines. He wiſhed to 
have the weighing engines on every de of the city for twenty- 
five miles, He then moved for leave to bring in Bill on the 
above principles, | M 
T. 
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Mr. Byng ſaid, he ſhould not oppoſe the meaſure, becauſe 
he was aware that many conſiderable inconveniencies had been 
felt near the metropolis in conſequence of what the worthy 
alderman had ſtated ; but he hoped that this Bill would not be 
proceeded in without giving due notice of it to the commiſ- 
ſioners. 

Mr. Alderman Luſbington ſaid, that due notice ſhould cer- 
tainly be given to the commiſſioners; and he alſo meant to 
propoſe that the Bill be printed. Leave was given to bring in 
the Bill. 

CITY MILITIA. 


Sir Watkin Lewes moved, that the act of parliament for 
regulating the militia of the city of London be read: which 
being done, he obſerved, that this act was inadequate to the 
purpoſe for which it was intended: —it had been intended, 
that by the ſtatute juſt read, his Majeſty ſhould beempowered 
to call out the militia in that city as in other places; on refer- 
ring, however, to the higheſt law authorities, it was found 
that the crown had no ſuch power veſted in it, by the preſent 
Bill. The object was, that ſuch power ſhould be given to his 
majeſty as had been originally meant; and therefore he ſhould 
move for leave to bring in a Bill, to explain and amend, and 
to reduce into one ſtatute the two acts of parliament (the 34th 
and 35th of the preſent king) for the better regulating the 
militia of the city of London, and for the better ordering 
the train-bands, or the militia of the ſaid city. 

Alderman Le M. ſurier ſaid, it was in his opinion exceed- 
ingly proper, that the city of London ſhould contribute its 
ſhare to the defence of the country; he certainly therefore 
would not object to the principle of the Bill, ich his ho- 
nourable friend had moved for leave to bring in. He recom- 
mended it to the Houſe, however, attentively to conſider its 
different proviſions when it came to be committed, and even 
in that early ſtage of the buſineſs he had no difficulty in ſaying, 
that it was his wiſh that the city. militia ſhould be placed 
on preciſely the ſame footing with the other militia regi- 
ments. Nb! | 8 | 

Leave was given to bring in the Bill. 

Mr. Habart moved that a committee be appointed to pro- 
poſe an eſtimate of the allowance to be granted, to ſubaltern 
officers of the militia, in time of peace. -A committee was 
appointed. | | | 
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SLAVE TRADE ABOLITION BILL, © 7 / 

General Smith roſe, and moved the order of the day for the 
ſecond reading of the flave trade abolition Bill. 

The queſtion being put, 

Mr. Willerforce declared, he was much obliged to the 
honourable gentleman for his readineſs on this occaſion, the 
more becauſe it was a favour not ufually conferred.” It had 
been the general cuſtom to leave to the direction of the mover 
of a Bill, the conduct of it in its different ſtages through the 
Houſe, What reaſon the honourable gentleman had, or what 
motive had induced him to behave in that manner, it was out 
of his power to ſay. It was, however, matter of perfect ſur- 
priſe to him. He lamented that a ſubject fo intereſting and 
ſo important ſhould be brought on ſo ſuddenly, fo early in the 
day, and when many of the moſt able'and the leading charac- 
ters whom he wiſhed to ſee in the Houſe were not preſent, 
He ſhould, however, think he uſed the Houſe ill if he at- 
tempted to make a long ſpeech merely to protract the diſcuſ- 
ſion of the ſubject, and therefore he would make no other 
obſervation then, | | 

The Speaker then obſerved that the queſtion was © that the 
order of the day be now read.” 

General Smith ſaid he did not mean to do any thing that was 
ungentlemanly or unhandſome. But he had been waiting in 
the Houſe for ſome time. He meant to give to this Bill 
every oppoſition he could. The honourable gentleman who 
brought it in had ſaid repeatedly that he would renew his ap- 
plication to the Houſe upon the ſubje& until he ſhould ſucceed 
in his object, or be commanded by the Houſe to deſiſt. 
Feeling as he did, and thinking the Bill hoſtile to the intereſts of 
this country, the general ſaid, it was his object to ſtop the 
Bill in his preſent ſtage. In conformity to that intention he 
had moved the order of the day, and he was a little ſurpriſed 
that the honourable gentleman ſhould think he treated him diſ- 
reſpectfully merely Tales he oppoſed him. He was rather 
inclined to impute the honourable gentleman's preſent tem- 
per to his apprehenſion for the fate of his Bill, than any thing 
elſe. Waun 
Mr. Serjeant Adair obſerved that there was certainly no- 
thing diſorderly or irregular in the honourable gentleman's 
calling for the order of the day. He ſubmitted to him, how- 
ever, whether that was quite a candid mode of proceeding. 
The abolition of the flave trade was a great and important 
queſtion. It ought to be diſcuſſed in a full Houſe, and when 


thoſe members were preſent, who, from their talents and ſitu- 
| | ' ' ation, 
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ation, were juſtly eſteemed to be the moſt important. perſons 
to deliver their opinions. He was not complaining that this 
expedition was e on the contrary, he admitted it to 
be ſtrictly in order, but he ſubmitted the candour of it to the 
further conſideration of the honourable general. Should the 
ſubje& be decided, when the Houſe was fo indiffereatly at- 
tended, he could bardly lay in the language of common ſenſe 
(although in order he mult,) that the deciſion was the ſenſe 
of the Houſe of Commons, He therefore could not help feel- 
ing extremely concerned that this buſineſs was thus haſtily 
preſſed on the Houſe for a deciſion. | 

General Smith perſiſted in moying the order of the day for 
the ſecond reading. | | | | 

The Speaker then put the queſtion, © That the order of the 
« day be now read, and the Noes ſeemed to have it; he ob- 
ſerved that if the queſtion for reading the order ſhould be ne- 
gatived, the ſubject could not be brought on again that day, 
upon which the order was agreed to be read. It being read, 

Mr. Alderman Luſbington preſented a petition from a body 
of Welt India Planters againſt the Bill; and faid, that it was 
numerouſly ſigned, and would have been much more fo had there 
been time. The petition tated, at large, the inconveniences that 
would reſult from the meaſure; that the diſturbances of Gre- 
nada and St, Vincent's were not cauſed by the negroes, but by 
the people of colour; that the planters had embarked large 
capitals in the trade, and would be ruined in their fortunes if 
the Bill paſſed into a law, He then moved, „That the peti- 
© tion do lie on the table, and that counſel be heard in behalf 
e of the petitioners on the ſecond reading, at the bar. 

Str William Young ſaid, that the parties were not then pre- 
pared to plead at the bar. 

The Speaker informed Mr, Luſhington, that it would be 
more formal to move merely that it lie on the table; and he 
might move for counſcl in ſome ſubſequent ſtage. Mr. Luſh- 
ington made his motion accordingly. 

Mr. Wilberforce then moved, “ That the Bill for the abo- 
c lition of the ſlave trade be now read a ſecond time.” 

General Tarleton moved an amendment, that inſtead of the 
words “ now,” be ſubſtituted the words “ This day three 
months.“ | 

Sir William Young thought the amendment was wiſe and 
temperate, and at this time highly expedient, under all the 
circumſtances of the caſe. _ Nen 

On the queſtion being put, N 

Mr. Wilberforce: laid, the honourable gentleman, it was 
obvious, wiſhed for ſuch a delay for the purpoſe of compafffiig 
ais own ends, of defeating the progreſs of the Bill in toto. 
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Aſter all that had been ſaid on a former night, he did not 
expect from two honourable Generals all the oppoſition in 
the preſent ſtage of the Bill, that they appeared ſo eager to 
manifeſt, As the ſenſe of parliament had been repeatedly ta- 
ken on the ſubject in the moſt ſolemn manner, and after the 
fulleſt diſcuſſion; as they had come to a determination of abo- 
liſhing this illiberal and horrid traffic in the preſent year; and 
as the ſenſe of the Houſe was fo recently and fully taken when 
he moved for leave to bring in his Bill; he could not expect 
that the ſecond reading would be much oppoſed. He had ima- 

ined that gentlemen would let the ſecond reading paſs as they 
Pad done the firſt; and that in the committee they would 
merely conſider of limiting the time for the abolition, and 
of fixing when the diſgraceful commerce ſhould ceaſe for ever. 
He was indeed ſurpriſed at the obſtacles thrown in its way, at 
the ſort of attention given to ſuch a queſtion—a queſtion in 
which the feelings and paſſions of all men ought to be rouſed, 
to ſtop the future progreſs of a traffic that caſt a ſtigma on the 
country, if they continued to purſue it. Gentlemen ſaw that 
he had not his friends about him; and hence they wanted to 
take him by ſurpriſe; but he aſſured them he never could -be 
found off his guard in this bufineſs. He called upon them to 
remember, that whether the numbers preſent were ſmall or 
great, that the deciſion of that night would be conſidered as 
the ſenſe of the Commons of Great Britain; and he hoped, 
that bearing this upon their mind, they would come to a deci- 
fion favourable to the intereſts of mankind, and becoming the 
dignity of a Britiſh Senate. He intreated them to confider 
what would be the effect which their reverſing the decree they 
had already paſſed, would have out 'of doors ; or how, after 
taking ſuch a ſtep, the conſiſtency of parliament could. be 
vindicated in the eyes of the world. Gentleman at laſt had got 
a flow and reluctant petition from the Weſt India Planters 
themſelves. The petition, it was true, ' ſtated that the unfor- 
tunate diſturbances in the iſlands were not owing to the ſlaves, 
but the great cauſe of inſurreQion there, Mr. Wilberforce in- 
ſiſted, muſt be owing to the importation of ſlaves. That 
ſome gentlemen who oppoſed the Bill admit: and would they 
then allow the continuance of freſh” importations? Would 
they continue to import yearly from the coaſt of Africa ſhip 
Joads of people, torn by violence from their homes, from do- 
meſtic happineſs, and all the endearments of life? An honour- 
able baronet (Sir William Young) had argued that the fitua- 
tions of the Africans were better by the trade. becauſe they 


were removed from the laughter of their own chiefs, If ſuch 
were 
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were the treatment of convicts, was it tight to remove ſuch 
convicts that the chiefs might ſacrifice honeſt men? He 
heard nothing from the oppoſers of the Bill but the moſt in- 
conſiſtent arguments. He had it from the beſt authority, that 
in proportion as the importations of ſlaves from Africa were 
leſs frequent, the natives were employed in argriculture and 
other good purpoſes of life. And he was well aware, that 
when there ſhould be a total abolition, they would be much 
more and much better employed. TINT" 
It was remarkable, that in the interior parts of Africa, 
the face of an European was never ſeen, the natives were far 
advanced in the arts and improvements of civilized life: on 
the coaſts, the people were in a ſtate of the moſt horrid flavery ; 
ſold, butchered, and murdered, degraded down to the rank 
of the brute creation, while, three hundred miles in the in- 
terior, they were in poſſeſſion of the neceſſaries, the comforts, 
and ſome of the luxuries of liſe -in a word, raiſed. to the rank 
of men in the ſcale of human nature. He wiſhed the Houſe 
to conſider the impor tance of the ſubject, and to queſtion their 
own minds upon-their right to exerciſe cruelty over ſuch a 
portion of the globe. Had they a right, forthe fake. of pro- 
moting their perſonal and worldly intereſts, to deprive men of 
all their comforts, their domeſtic. injoyments; to promote the 
barbarity that accompanied- this trade, among the people 
themſelves; to make them more cruel. to each other than fas 
vages ever were? He could not refrain from exprefling the 
abhorrence he felt at ſuch a ſpecies of traffic, and he conjured 
the Houſe to conſider well the effect of their deciſion, it they 
ſhould deny their ſanction to the bill before them. Before he 
fat down, he thought it neceſſary to contradict a report which 
had been circulated: to the diſadvantage of his cauſe, that a 
right honourable friend of his (the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer) had ſome: propoſitions. to make upon the ſubject to the 
Houſe. - He had never heard of them till he came down to 
the Houſe, and if his honourable friend had had any ſuch in- 
tention, he believed that he would have communicated it to 
him. | R Nay 


The Houſe divided for the ſecond reading, 
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The bill was then read a ſecond time, and committed for 
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General Smith oppoſed its being committed on ſo early a 


day. #4 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that an honourable 
friend of his (Mr. Dundas) wiſhed to deliver his fentiments 
upon the report; and as it might not be in his power to attend 
ſooner, he hoped that it would not be brought up till Monday 
the 14th inſtant. | | 75 
Mr. Deut gave notice that, in conſequence of the uncandid 
manner in which the Bill for the Abolition of the Slave Trade 
had been carried on to-day, he ſhould when the report came 
to be conſidered, (if it ſhould ever be reported, and he hoped 
it never would), move for leave to bring in a Bill to repeal 
all ſuch acts of partiarr ent as have authoriſed and encouraged 
the ſlave trade in our colonies, 

Mr. Grey moved for an account of the Navy Debt, as it 
ſtood on the 31ſt of December 1795: | 

For an account of the Debt of the Office of Ordnance, as it 
ſtood on the 3iſt of December 1795 : And, j 
For an ac count of all the ſums advanced by the Bank of 
England for the public ſervice, outſtanding from the 31ſt o 
December 1792, to the 31ſt of December 179. 
T be papers were ordered to be made out. Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, March 4. 

| VOTE OF CREDIT, 

The order of the day for the third reading of this Bill hav- 
mg been moved, | 

The Duke of Greſten roſe, and lamented his abſence from 
town when the Vote of Credit Bill was diſcufled, as it was in 
his opinion one of the moſt unconſtitutional meaſures that ever 
had been brought before parliament. That miniſters ſhould 
expend fo large a ſum as two millions and a half, and then 
come to parliament to pay it, was directly contrary. to the 
principles of the Revolution, which, as well as all the other 
conſtitutional principles and practice under the law of the land, 
laid it down as a rule, that. the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
ſhould deliver into the Houſe of Commons, an eſtimate of 
the expences which might be incurred, and then obtain 2 
vote of credit to provide the neceflary ſums ; that is, that 
they ſhould firſt obtain the ſanction of parliament for a certain 
amount, which the ſervices of the ſtate was likely to call for in 
the courſe of the enſuing year; that they ſhould obtain credit 


for the money before they expended it, But, by the 1 
| | 1! 
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Bill, all the conſtitutional jealouſy of our forefathers was 
treated with contempt, all the ſuperintending power of the 
Commons over the public purſe was ſet aſide. Parliament 
was not in the inſtance of the extraordinary vote of credit of 
this year, called upon to confider and vote a ſum hereafter to 
beexpended. They were called upon to ſanction, and to pay 
ſums which had already been expended, without conſulting 
parliament. On former occaſions, when miniſters had found 
it neceſſary to overſtep the credit given to them, they had 
come down to parliament this ſeſſion for a Bill of Indemnity; 
they come down, ſtated the grounds and neceſſity of their 
proceeding, and with all the confidence of conſcious rectitude, 
though they have been guilty of a groſs violation of the prin- 
ciples of the conſtitution ; a violation the lefs pardonable, as 
parliament had been long fitting, and might have been applied 
to, the ſervice ſtated, and the ſums wanted, and its. conſent 
would no doubt have been obtained, Their lordſhips might 
extol and praiſe the conſtitution as much as they pleaſed, their 
mouths might be continually filled with its panegyrics; but if 
they ſuffered ſuch a Bill as the preſent to paſs, they would 
prove that the preſervation of the conſtitution was an empty 
profeſſion, a matter far from their hearts. The Bill truck 
at the deareſt and moſt important privileges of the Houſe of 
Commons, in checking the improvidence of miniſters, in 
holding the ſtrings of the public purſe; and if ever it became 
the practice of parliament to fanction ſuch meaſures, it 
would be mere mockery to talk of the conſtitution; the con- 
ſtitution would be gone. | 

The Earl ef Suficlk concurred fo entirely with the noble 
duke, that he ſaid, he would divide the Houſe againſt the 
third reading of the Bill. | 

Lord Thurlow agreed with the noble duke in his diſappro- 
bation of the Bill. He thought it unconſtitutional, and dreaded 
that ĩt might produce the moſt miſchievous conſequences. 
He ſubmitted to their lordſhips, however, whether it would 
be altogether fair, conſidering the earlineſs of the hour, half 
paſt four) to divide at that time, On a queſtion of ſuch im- 
portance, he was perſuaded every noble lord would wiſh to 
have the ſenſe of the Houſe taken when there was a better at- 
tendance; on account, therefore, of the Houſe being fo thin, 
and as he wiſhed to avoid the appearance of deciding a mea- 


ture by ſurpriſe, he recommended poſtponing the third read- 


ing till Monday next. 
rd Auckland ſaid, that there certainly was an apparent 
candour in the learned lord's propoſition, Rill, however, that 
propolition 
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' propoſition, though founded on fair intentions, might, if ac. 
ceded to, have the full effect of-taking the Houle by ſurpriſe, 
It would be miſchievous to ſuffer the idea to go forth into the 
public, that the Vote of Credit Bill had been deferred for 
three days. Perhaps alſo the delay might have other obvious 
inconveniencies. He would therefore move to adjourn the 

debate for half an hour. | KS 427 | 
Lord Thurlnv ſaid, he ſhould have no objection to the noble 
lords propoſition, of adjourning the further conſideration of 
the Bill for an hour, if the noble lord had not talked of the 
apparent cancour of what he had taken the liberty to ſuggeſt. 
The inſinuation of the noble lord, was moſt foreign from his 
intentions and from his principles. He never could approve 
of puſhing forward any ſubject to procure a vote Which he 
knew would be contrary to the ſenſe of the Houſe collectively. 
Upon a principle of candour therefore he had made the ſug- 
geſtion that he had offered. The purpoſe of his motion was 
the very reverſe of cauſing any confuſion by a vote different 
from the general ſenſe, and was merely to give an opportunity 
to noble lords in adminiſtration who might ſupport the Bill to 

4 be preſent at the diviſion. | 

1 The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, he could not refrain from 
1 expreſſing his ſurpriſe, that any ſuſpicion ſhould be thrown out 
on the candour and good intentionof his noble and learned friend 
2 Thurlow) who moved that the third reading of this Bill 
ould not take place till Monday. The manlineſs of his cha- 


E racter was too well known to make him liable to be ſuſpected 

4 of ſo paltry a trick as wiſhing to take the Houſe by ſurpriſe, 

i or not to give every fair opportunity to thoſe whole opinions 

ö might be contrary to his own. The ſuſpicion, therefore, 

4 thrown out by the noble lord was very inapplicable to the 
1 conduct and ſentiments of his learned friend. 

; The Lord Chancellor in a ſhort ſpeech ſhewed that his no- 

4 ble friend (Lord Auckland) in uſing the words apparent can- 

4 dour might not juſtly be conceived to have meant any thing 

uncivil to the noble and learned lord, becauſe he had ſpoken not 

of the meaning of the noble and learned lord, but of the pro- 

bable effect that the adoption of his ſuggeſtion to poſtpone 

the third reading of the Vote of Credit Bill might have with- 

out doors, either at home or: abroad. He himſelf thought 

that the beſt way would be, to defer the third reading of the 

Bill till the other orders of the day were diſpoſed of. Their 

lordihips did not know the injurious conſequences that might 

enſue, if the third reading of this Bill were deferred even till 

tue next dag, e mm e e | 

| | Lord 


- 
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Lord Aubland replied, that too much ſtreſs was laid upon 
an expreſſion, which could not be conſidered as harſh or diſ- 
reſpectful. He had ſaid, and would repeat, that the propo- 
ſition of adjourning the third reading of the Bill to Monday 
next, though dictated apparently by the moſt candid inten- 
tions, was highly objectionable. But he did not infinuate, nor 
did he believe or ſuppoſe, that there had exiſted among the 
noble lords who were adverſe to the Bill, a project ſo incon- 
ſiſtent with their high characters as taking the Houſe by ſure 
priſe. In the mean time, and whilſt this ſhort converſation 
had laſted, ſeveral noble lords had arrived : the Houſe was no 
longer thin; and he was now ready if it was wiſhed, to take 
the regular queſtion for the third reading of the Bill, x 

The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid he thought the propoſition of 
the learned lord on the wool- ſack far preferable to that of the 
noble lord who had ſpoken before, which, if it had been adopred, 
would have made the debate, on this bill, rake place of the 
queltivn, which was more particularly underitood to be the 
buſineſs of the day. He could not account for the-extraordi- 
nary propoſition of the noble lord, and his ſtil more extraordi- 
nary infinuation of the learned lord's want of candour, unle(s 
it were in his wiſh for delay till their lordſhips could aſſemble, 
and till the Houſe formed the pictureſque appearance which it 
now. did, and which it always did, previous to a diviſion. 
(I hile the Chancellor was ſprating, feveral biſbips and other 
lords bad entered. He ſuppoſed the noble lord (Lord Auck- 
land) had only ſpoken to gain time, and being unuſed to ad- 
dreſs the Houſe, he had ſpoken as he did, inadvertently. 

Lord Auckland laid, it he laboured under any embarraſſment, 
from being unaccuſtomed to addrefs the Houſe, it was a m 
fortune whch would not befall the novle cart, trom the fame 
cauſe, $14 
Lord Grenville (having jult entered) apologized for his ab- 
ſence, and condemned the conduct of all the noble lords who 
wiſhed to take the Houſe by ſurprize, and to diſcuſs the pro- 
priety of the Bill in the abſcuce of thoſe who were reſponſible 
for public meaſures, 12 art 430 

Ihe Far of Lauderdale took particular notice of the Lord 
Chancellor's declaration, that no one knew what injurious 
conſequences might enſue, if the third reading of the Bill 
were delayed even till the next day. What,“ bis JorUſhip 
aſked, © would be ſaid in that Houſe, if a French miniſter 
had come into the convention, and demanded ſo large a ſum as 
the preſent, which had been expended in unforſeen ſerviees? 
if he had ſtated that the calculations of the government had 
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fallen that much ſhort of their actual wants, and if he bad 
ſaid it is unknown what injurious conſequences may enſue, if 
this ſum be not immediately granted? Their lordſhips would 
then have ſeen the noble Secretary of State come into that 
Houſe, and make a long ſpeech on the deſperate condition 
of the French finances. He then would have proved, to 
the ſatisfaction of a majority of their lordſhips, that France 
could not carry on the war another month; that her finances 
were completely ruined.” (A cry of hear! hear!) © If by 
the cry of hear ! hear] continued Lord Lauderdale, © we are 
to underſtand that the noble lords, pride themſelves on their 
prophecies, | anſwer, that the ſtate of the French finances is 
a thing which I have always conſidered to be of little or no 
importance. The value of the aſſignats has fallen below 
what could have been expected; but are the French armjes 
in a worle ſtate at this time than they were at any former 
period? Is not the recruiting and proviſioning of their 
armies carried on with more vigour and ſucceſs than when 
the aſſignats were fifty times their preſent value? Whatever 
may be the ſtate of the French finances, we diſcover no de- 
bility in their government. I have always ſaid, that the 
value of aflignats was an indifferent thing to the ſucceſs of the 
war; and we now ſee, that my 5 are more truly 
fulfilled than thoſe of the noble ſecretary; for, admitti 
N them to be as worthleſs as he can ftate them, I aſk you to loo 
at their armies, and (ee if their depreciation has had any effect 
there. Look at thoſe armies, ſo formidable, that I truſt his 
lordſhip will never adviſe tae Engliſh government, or its 
allies, again to encounter them. If they do, I fear they will 
ſhare a worſe fate than they hitherto have experienced, “ In 
ſtating theſe facts and arguments,“ faid his lordſhip, “I go 
only upon general information, upon the intelligence [ receive 
through thoſe channels that are open to every man. The 
noble ſccretary may, perhaps, have better information than I 
have; and, if we look to the enormous ſum that is charged 
for ſecret ſervice, he ought to have excellent intelligence iu- 
deed. Judging, however, of his knowledge at this time by 
y what I have already witneſſed, L am inclined to think I know 
1 as much of the ſtate of France, and her armies, as his lordſhip; 
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4 though I cannot «ford to cope with him in giving fees to ob- 
q tainmintormatien.'* The preſent meaſure appeared to him he con- 
feſſed to be calculated to alarm this country, with regard to the & 
variety and ſtrength of our ownrelources; and to impreſs Europe t 
with the opinion, that they were not quite ſo flouriſhing 3s 
N was luppoſed. He animadverted on Lord Grenville's aſ- b 


ſertion, 
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ſertion, that the King's miniſters were the only reſponſible 
perſons for public meaſures. Was not parliament, moſt pro- 
perly, reſponſible for them? The King's. miniſters in that 

Hook were no further reſponſible than any other member of 
it: but that affertion only confirmed what he had advanced 
recently, namely, that the King's miniſters had ſo much in- 
fluence over the members of that Houſe, that they could eaſily 


perſuade them to act as they thought proper; and conſequenyly' 


it was very natural for the noble Jord to deem the 8 
miniſters, rather than the parliament, reſponſible for publi 
meaſures. | 

Lard Grenville ſaid, that he meant in the few words he 
had before addreſſed ta their lordſhips was, that the King's 
miniſters were reſponſible for the meaſures they bruoght for- 
ward; he did not intend to convey any ſuch doctrine reſpect- 
ing parliament, as that imputed wins b the noble Earl. He 
would not, he declared, trouble the Houſe with a repetition of 
his arguments of laſt night, becauſe if he followed the noble 
lord into the extraneous matter he introduced, there could be 
no end to their debates. He would then only meet the noble 
earl's affertions, with aſſerting that the vote of credit was 
perfectly regular and gonſiſtent with precedent. With re- 

ard to the French finances, they were now come ta that 
pitch which he had all along predicted would be the conſe- 
quence of their embarraſſments and Expenditure. 

The Duke of Grafton ſaid he would by no means call upon 
the noble lord to repeat his arguments; he would imagine 
that he had proved all he ſaid he had proyed. To his mind, 
however, the introduction of a vote of credit at this petiod of 
the ſeſhon, was a meaſure which was E new. Had 
it been practiced by any miniſters in the good times of the 
conſtitution, it would have been followed by a bill of indem 
nity for a proceeding fo repugnant to the principles of our 
government. That the means employed by miniſters for raii- 
ing money were at once diſgraceful and illegal, he had not 
the ſmalleſt doubt, and that if ſuch meaſures were ſanctioned, 
the conſtitutional duties of the Houſe of Commons would be 
violated, and a part of the executive government draw to 
itſelf prerogatiyes which the conſtitution did not permit it 


to exerciſe, He could not therefore give his ſupport to a 


Bill for a vote of credit, which he believed to be fo repugnant 
to the wiſe and falutary forms and principles of the conſti- 
tution. en am ame ö 
The houſe being pretty well filled, the queſtion was put 
upon the third reading ot the Bill, and it paſſed in the af- 


firmative, 
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W FOUR AND A HALF PER CENTS, 
The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, that, as the grounds of the 
obſervation he had to ſtate, he would move, that the clerk 
ſhould read various extracts from the Journals of the Houſe 
of Commons in 1701, the act of the 1oth of King 
William, chap. 3: and the clauſe of the act iſt of Queen 

Anne, chap. 7. ſettling the civil eſtabliſhment. The firſt of 
thoſe acts proved, that the four and a half per cents were then ſet 
apart for the maintenance of the Civil Liſt. The other ad 
related to à procecding which had taken place in the reign 
of Queen Anne—a petition from Barbadoes, praying, that the 
funds ariſing from thoſe four anda half per cents. might be appro- 

priated to the defence of the iſland—a reſolution of the Houſe of 
Commons, and a declaration of the 'Throne granting the 
prayer of the petition. . The ſame having been read, 

The Earl of Lauderdale began his Beck with-declaring 
that he would avoid canvaſſing the conduct of a particular 
perſon whom it might have been imagined he ſhould have 
adverted to in conſequence of a recent publication; no man 
could more admire that gentleman's genius, wit, and talents, 
not could any man more fincerely regret the manner in 
which they had been degraded “ on a late occaſion. But no- 
thing ſhould lead him aſide from the broad line of his public 
duty and the conſideration of a ſubject which he conſidered to 
be of extreme importance, and to enable their lordſhips properly 
to underſtand which, he had called for thoſe papers to be 
read, which their lordſhips had juſt heard, It regarded the 
application of a fund which, their anceſtors had carefully dedi- 
_ cated to appropriate purpoſes, and that at a period when the 
ſtate of the country, and of the finances, demanded the ut- 
molt circumſpection, and the utmoſt accuracy in the expendi- 
ture, of the public money, Such was its importance, that 
Lord Clarendon, in the articles againſt whom the miſapplica- 
tion of this very fund formed a part, declared, in anſwer to 
the_tenth, article of bis impeachment, that the reſtoration of 
_ the, proſperity of the ena ad in a great meaſure, owing 
el this fund, He was well aware, his lord- 
: hip Tad, thar he Jaboured under a peculiar diſadvantage in 
_ bringing, is ſußject before the Houle, at the preſent period; 
it might, perhaps, be treated with ſome degree of levity by 
thoſe la ore © the habit of ſporting, with millions, and 
**%ajohvious/ allyſfon to'Mr. Burke's tate publication of 3 Letter w » nov! 
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which their lordſhips were accuſtomed, ſuch were the im- 
meoſe ſums vated away every ſeſſion without conſideration, that 


aniſapplication of a ſmaller kind would probably meet but with 


a cold reception, and attract but little regard. "Thoſe who were 


in the habit of making ſuch enormous grants might deem the 


fund to Which he now called their attention, to be of com- 
parratively ſmall importance. This day they had voted 
2,500,000. and in the. courſe of the ſeſſion they had previ- 
ouſly voted away the enormous ſum of 18, ooo, oool. To 
proceed, he was emboldened, however, by the reflection, that 
reform was only to be effected by a conſtant attention ta 
bring for ward the grieyance to notice, and by a minute diſplay 
of the abufes that exiſted, « Me? 2. 
From an exordium to the preceding effect, the Earl of 
Lauderdale proceeded to ſtate an hiſtorical account of the 
origin of the four and half per cent. fund. | 7 
The Leeward lands, from whence that fund proceeded, 
had been firſt granted to an earl of of Marlborough, and they 
dad afterwards become the property of Lord Carlifle, after 
paſſing through ſome other hands, and during the confuſions 
which prevailed in the laſt century, a Lord Willoughby had 
obtained leave to go out with ſettlers upon payment to Lord 
Carliſle of one- half of any profit that might be made. They 
came at laſt back into the poſſeſſion of the Crown, in con- 
ſequence of a reſignation from Lord Kinnoul, a ſucceſſor of 
Lord Carlifle.. So early as the year 1663, certain duties of 
four and a half per cent. were granted by the aſſemblies of inha- 
bitants; for the firſt time, for the defence and fortification of 
the iſlands, as 'isirecited in the words of the grant itſelf. In 
1701, in the teign of Queen Anne, an enquiry took place in 
the Hoaſe of Commons on the ſubject of the miſapplication 
of the produce of that lid, Sibaodel on a petition preſented 
from the - merchants and planters of Barbadoes, and con- 
nected with the other iſlands in queſtion, and in conſequence 
of an inſtruction from 'a Committee of the Houſe, an addreſs 
was moved to requeſt her Majeſty to give order to huve the 
produce of the fund appropriated to the original purpoſes; 
an anfwer was boner: from Me. Secretary Vernon ap- 
proving of the 'defign, and an act was at length paſſed; plac- 
ing the fund upon its proper footing,” and limiting it to its 

proper objects. Her Majeſty's word was then pledged, a 
it was impoſſible not to conclude that this fund was not 
intended to be appropriated to the purpoſes of the grant, by 
the allemblies, and to no 2 0 moft eſpecially as it was * 
414 0 
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ſo decided by the Legiſlature itſelf. The point thus ſolemnly 
eſtabliſhed, was confirmed by the practice during the reign of 
George the firſt and of many years, and if any deviation 
whatever took place, at leaſt it would be found that no pen- 
ſton had. been ſettled upon this fund till that of Lord Chatham . 
4 It had begun with the example of a very great man, and he 
1x hoped that the preſent diſtinguiſhed character would be the 
i laſt on whom grants from this fund would be conferred, It 
would not be ſtated in excuſe that the remaining funds were 
f ſufficient for the defence of the iflanis. He believed ſuch a 
1 thing would not be aſſerted. He had diſcovered, he ſaid, there 
j had been an intention to provide out of that fund for a noble 
N Lotd +, who had on a former day given an account of the 
tranſaction himſelf ; he had traced the grant to the laſt ſtage, 
and found that the great fea] had never been affixed to it. 
The reaſon why this had not been done, could not have arriſen 
from any change in the diſpoſition to provide ſor that noble 
Fi lord, from a leſs liberal opinion of his ſervices to his country, 
3 for the Commercial Treaty with France, and other acts of 


4 importance that he had negotiated and atchieved, or from any 
L diſinclination to reward thoſe ſervices ; it could only have re- 
4 ſulted from its having been found upon examination that it 
I would have been inconſiſtent with the object of the fund. 
4 With this tranſaction ſome of the preſent miniſters were ac- 


quainted, . Though they were then ftartled with the impro- 
priety of fixing ,any penſion upon this fund, their ſeruples 
. ſeemed, in this inſtance, to have been overcome. They were 
not then ſo inured to the violation of the forms of the con- 


1 ſtitution and the acts of the legiſlature. Now they can boldly 
| ſtand forward and refuſe all inquiry, though told that the re- 
| venues of the {tate and its finances are embarraſſed and anti- 


cCipated: that every department of the government is in ar- 
5 rears: that diſpenſing power, at preſent aſſumed, had not then 
1 been brought into "exerciſe, He defied any noble lord to 
k come forward and fay that this was a fair tranſaction. Ano- 
_ ther ground on which this ſubject was to be conſidered pre- 
ſented itfelf. . He would remind the Houſe that in 1785 a 
meſlage had been carried down to the Houſe of Commons, 
_ repreſenting that this ſund was greatly burthened, It was 
_ 'Nated by the miniſter of finance of that day, that there was a 
debt upon this fund of. 53,0001, ang he Jikewiſe propoſed io 
.  Parkament to. pay off this debt, and to transfer the allowance 


che Duke of Glouceſter (of 9,000), 4 year) from this fund 
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to the general fund, both of which were complied with. The 14 
fund being thus , relieved, ſoon improved from 22,0901.” o 16 
upwards. of 40, oool. By an unexpected incident it had come * 
to his. knowledge, that at different times (in 1792 and in F 74 
1795)-23,000l. and 25,0001, had been taken from this fund 1 
for the relief of the civil lift. This was done in direct vio- 5 
lation of the ſpirit of the act of the 23d of his prefent Ma- 15 
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jeſt n | | | 
: There was another view alſo, in which this ſubjeQ might 
be taken up. If there Aer! did exiſt any abuſe in the manige- 
ment of this fund, it was the duty of parliament to introduce 
ſuch regulations as ſhould ſeem proper for its ſecurity. It was 
deſides worthy of remark, that whenever this futid was bur- 
dened, the public were called upon to diſcharge the arrear. 
On the other hand, when there was an 2 it was 
made the pretence for filling the pockets of the fovercign, 
by clandeſtinely relieving tne civil liſt. It was not at preſent 
the queſtion whether the funds of the ſovereign were fufficient 
for the ſupply of his wants and the maintenance of his dignity ; 
it was bowever fit that patliament ſhould at all times have the 
controul of that expence, and the arrangement of the ſums 
that are applied for that purpoſe. In the inſtance alluded to, 
the. money was not only applied to the King's uſe without the 
knowledge or conſent of parliament, but it was never brought 
forward, and was only diſcovered upon an incidental motion. 
Miniſters nevertheleſs might imagine they were doing their 
duty, while they were thus violating the laws of their country ; 
it could only however be upon the principle of a fraudulent 
trader, who never imagines that he has ſwerved from dy 
ſo long as he is able to eſc ape detection. Having laid great ſtreis 
on many of theſe obſervations, and put them in the moſt point- 
ed manner, the earl faid, he ſtated the grounds upon which 
his motion was to be founded, aud he would conclude with 
moving the ſame addreſs that in the reign of Queen Anne had 
deen prefented by the Houſe of Commons. From that period, 
during an interval of ſixty years, no deviation had taken 
place from the rule which it eſtabſiſhed. If he could ſucceed 
in carrying a fimilar addreſs, he ſhould be ſatisfied with re- 
ſtoring the proper diſtribution of the fund for the ſame period, 
and would leave it to the poſterity of ſome of their lordſhips 
to propoſe the remedy, ſhould the violation be repeated, This 
was a ſpace that, in the proſpect of a faithful obſeryance, 


looked almoft like perpetuity, and the ſame interference mipht ö 5 1 

afterwards be ſufficient to prolong its duration. He concluded þ 0 

with moving, That an addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, 4 
; * praying 1 
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« praying that he would be graciouſly. pleaſed to give orders 
«that the duty or impoſts of 41 per centum, ariſing in Bar- 
„ badoes and the Leeward Iſlands, be applied for the repair- 
« ;ng and erecting ſuch fortifications and other public uſes, for 
the ſafety of the ſaid iſlands, as his Majeſty ſhall direct... 
Lord Grenville ſaid, at the fame time that he roſe: to oppoſe 
the motion, he owned he was glad to find that the noble earl, had 
avoided any allufion to a particular individual, (Mr., Burke) ; 
dad he, however, choſen to introduce that topic, he was fully 
prepared to have met him on that ground, and to have vindicated 
whathad been granted to that individual on grounds equally 
honourable to his character, and to the conduct of admini- 
ſtration. The fubje& truely conſidered, divided itfelf into 
two queſtions, a queſtion of Jaw and a queſtion of propriety. 
In oppoſing the motion of the noble earl, his lordſhip declared, 
he would not avail himſelf of the argument to be drawn ſrom 
the novelty of the proceeding, in calling upon that Houſe to 
come to a reſolution with reſpect to the diſpoſal of publie 
money; he would take up the ſubject exactly as it had been 
ſtated by the noble earl, in point of propriety. It might have 
been a matter of argument for him, and he would have been 
Juſtified to reſt it upon that one point, that when the grant 
upon which the preſent queſtion was founded, was repre- 
hended as an innovation, the original act of parliament, was 
not an act for obliviating the appropriation. of the crown. 
There was a wide difference between the reſolutions of the 
Houſe ſtanding upon the journals, and the reſolutions now. 
propoſed to their lordſhips, which depended upon the differ - 
ence of the time in which they were brought forward. He 
conſented, however, to lay by every eben. upon that 
point, and to confine himſelf to the noble ear}'s account of 
what paſſed in former times, and in 1781, all of which be 
couceived led to directly oppoſite concluſions to thoſe deduced 
from them by the noble earl. ts 0 len ben d 
His lordſhip entered into à minute hiſtory of the fund, 
which naturally induced an examination between the right and 
propriety of appropriating the revenues of the iſlands to the 
civil liſt eſtabliſhment, pteviouſſy declaring that there never 
was a clearer queſtion, or a queſtion compreſſed into a narrower 
compals.” The iflands were, he ſaid, bought by the crown for a 
pecuniaty conſideration, of the repreſentatives of the Earl of 
Carliſle (Who had inherited them after the Earl of Marlbo- 
rough). Antecedent to this purchaſe on the part of the crown, 
the proprietor had granted certain ꝓtivileges, in the manner of 
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quit rents, to thoſe perſons who cultivated the land, and be- 4 
came ſettlers, while certain duties were levied upon them by = 
the proprietor, Which, as proprietor and maſter of the iſland, 1 
he 2 to da; and theſe duties he levied without heſi- | 
tation, without doubt or queſtion, as appeared by the for- 1 
mal avowal of the aſſembly itſelf, which tobe as by 
his clear and indiſputable rights. During the civil wars, 
there had been, as might have been expected, a change of pro- 
perty, and the iſlands fell into other hands, who brought them, 
by their care and cultivation, to yield a confiderable degree of 
profit,” and thus titles were made to claims and inheritance, ' 
under the uſurped authority, by encroachments upon private 
property, and the property of the crown, which afterwards 
became the ſubjects of litigation, and they were brought be- 
fore the crown for deciſion ; when it was determined, after - 
{uch a cotnplication of claims as were produced, that though 
they were forfeited to the crown, it was not competent for 
the crown to grant and deviſe them away; and it was well held 
by that great and conſtitutional lawyer and hiſtorian, Lord 
larendon, that it was not compatible with the intereſts ;or / 
dignity of the crown, to diſpoſſeſs the ſettlers, nor to deprive 
the deſcendants of the proprietors, to whom the grant had been 
originally, made of their legal inheritance. Accordingly, aa bo 
. with the repreſentatives of the Far of $ 
arliſle, as before-mentioned, to conſign their claim to. the 1 
crown for a legal conſideration, and as the duties which hal ö 
been formerly levied, were very heavy upon the ſettlers, the 
crown agreed with the fettlers'to renounce all further claim to 
the levying of thoſe duties upon the conſideration, of receiving 
an annual per centage, of four and à half per cent. in lieu there- 
of on the poſſeſſions, By this agreement. all parties were 
accommodated, 2 40; + as dif Ho 3414 
Lord Grenville produced five acts relative to this exchange. 
and read parts of them, upon which, he inſiſted a doubt could 
not exiſt that a free ſurrender of the per centage was. made for 
the uſe of the crown. So much therefore for the original claim. 
In regard to the appropriation, of theſe reſoutces, the original 
5 expired in the latter end of the reign of King | 
illiam, and two or three years paſſed without any notice be- 
ing taken of the expiration of that act, or the purpoſes io Which 
the revenues wefe applied, It was afterwards reſolved, how-- 
ever, as the noble earl had accurately ſtated, that they ſhould - . 
be appropriated to local purpoſes, to the improvements of tha 
iſlands themſelves, to the ſafety and defence of them, or to 
grants to perſons for protecting them, It was unneceſſary — 
refer 
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refer to the hiſtory of thoſe times, to ſhew that the period 
in which fuch men as lord Somers and lord Halifax were im- 
| hed, could not be the brighteſt æra of our annals, becauſe 

it was well known that the Houſe of Commons. of that day 


were not the pureſt that ever ſat. It was at that period then, 
and after the demiſe of the crown, that agents arrived from 


Barbadoes, to petition parliament for an act of local appropria- 
tion and a reverſion of the appropriation act, which expired in 
the reign of King William. This petition was referred to a 


committee of ſupp)y, who prayed the Queen to make an ap- 


*  propriation of the particular revenues of thoſe iſlands to the 


282 purpoſes for which it was requeſted ; and thus par- 
ent obviouſly conſidered them as parts of the general fund, 
and by- their requeſt, intimated that it was optional in the 
crown to grant them far that ſpecific uſe, or not, as it thought 
proper ; it ſeems never to haye occurred to parliament at this 
time, that the produce of the four and à half per cent would 
apply to thoſe purpoſes, and to no other. The conſequence 
was zs might have been expected, that the Queen complicd 
with this requeſt; and the reaſon was obvious, becauſe no 
doubt if at any period the Commons requeſt the Crown to 
a ſpecific appropriation of a part of its revenues, a miniſter 
would act extremely ill, if he did not adviſe the crown 10 
comply with the zddteſs. This appears howeyer, as he had 
defore ſtated, to be a proof that the Crown might, or might 
not, deviſe theſe revenues without an act of parliament. I he 
application of it by ſtatute in 1701 was meant as a ſlur upon 


the character of our immortal deliverer, King William; it 
was impoſlible to read that addreſs of the parliament and not 
perceive that ſuch was its tendency. Theſe proceedings were 


confined, however, to the reign of Queen Anne; in an att 
of George I. we find the four and a balt per cents, were ex- 


. cepted from the civil liſt, and not appropriated to the civil go- 


vernment, and yet no addrefs was preſented upon that occz- 
fion to the crown, nor was any reſolution paſſed. Perhaps 
it might be faid that the appropriation was underſtood by the 
ſpirit of the act in the preceding reign, and that the ſucceſſor 
was bound to the adherence to it. The beſt comment upon 
it was, however, founded upon the hiſtory of the tranſaction. 


In the very ſame. year of the ſucceſſion, an application of the 


revenue of theſe iflands was made as foreign to any one 
of the purpoſes aſſigned in the appropriation act, as the 
individual penſion which was the cauſe of the preſent dil- 
cuſſion; whereas the money was always appropriated in part 


to the building and repair of aſſembly houſes, the 3 


v 


was applied to the government of Jerſey. 
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Veen Anne, allotted in the remainder to the local defence of 
the iſland, and the fafety thereof. 3 1 0-7 ty 
In 7A 2 penfion was granted out of theſe revenues to the 
governor of Bermuda, and the firſt article of the memorial of 
the grant to the governor of Bermuda, plainly ſhews that the 
parhament at that time conſidered, theſe revenues contributing 
as part of the revenues of the general maſs of the Britiſh Em- 
pite, and not as yny pafticular part of à particular eftabliſh-" 
ment, and that hey: ere to be applied as one part of the ge- * 
neral maſs of revenue, to which the general maſs of the re- 
ſources were applied. He did not, however, reſt upon that 
point only. In the whole courſe of a century, from that time” 
to the time in which they were made uſe of for a noble earl," 
whoſe memory would, he truſted, cver be held ſacred by 
cngliſhmen (the late earl of Chatham, ) they had been applied 
in large ſums to the different colonies. In 1733, a large ſum 
pplie as that Iſland” 
a part of the iſland of Bafbadoes, or had it any connection or 
dependence-'on it? Nor was that all. Large ſums had been 
uniformly applied to ſpecial ſervices of the crown, not ſpeci- 
fied under any head of particular accounts. The largeſt part 
of the revenue ot the iſland of Barbadoes, throughout the 
whole of the reign of George the ſecond, was ſo applied, and 
not to mention the grant to the carl of Chatham, it was con- 
formably to this practice, that a grant of the fame revenues 
was made to Sir homes Robinſon, who had ſerved in one 
of the iflands, and received a penſion from this fund for bis 
ſervices, and he afterwards received a farther penſion from the 
ſame fund without any doubt or queſtion of ſuch an appropri- 
ation. Putting out of conſideration, ſuch as the fums allowed 
to the governor bf Bermuda, and the government of Jerſey, 
&c. he would afk whether the firſt penfion'of 7 per amm 
which Sir Thomas Robinſon received out of this fund, or the 
farther (um of 300l. per annum, which was paid out of ts 
fund, had any connection wich the local itvation of Barba- 
does? Sir Thongs Robinſon had ſetved well; he had, how- 
ever, no more n of 1 proviſion from 
this ſund, than the perton had why bad lately received it, if 
the argument their lordſhips had heard was funde. 
Lord Grenville came next to the confideration bf the grant, 
o juftly and ſo hongürably made, to te earl of Chatham, 
from this fund; and he fa1d; he Was Hot only Willing to allow 
that it was more applicable than the ref, Hut infinite Rron- 
ger. He was 2ware that it might be faid, the grant of Sir 
Vor. II. 17906. bs 5 v7 19415 e 
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of aſſemblies, &, and, by the addreſs of the Commons to 
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Thomas Robinſon. was made at the end of the reign, and a 
the end of a long ſeſſion of parliament, when it might poſſibly 
eſcape notice. What, however, was to be ſaid of the grant 
to the earl of Chatham, made in the beginning of a reign, 
and immediately aſter a receſs; when the civil liſt of the crown 
was new modelled, and it was diſputed upon what fund it 
ſhould be ſettled, and when all the other acts relative thereto 
were carefully recited ; when thoſe acts were examined by the 
firſt law characters this country has to boaſt of, and when 
Mr, Pratt and Mr. Yorke were the. attorney and ſolicitor 
generals? Far be it from him he ſaid, ta preſume. to. 
waſte the time and attention of the Houſe, by attempting to 
enter into the legal defence of the legal conduct of Mr. Pratt 
and Mr. Yorke ; while he ſhould deſervedly incur the cenſure 
of arrogance, he was conſcious he ſhould feel himſelf incompe- 
tent to do it; lord Hardwicke and lord Mansfield had alſo 
concurred in the ſame opinion, and from that period, he would 
venture to aſſert it would be found, without any interruption, 
and without any intermiſſion, hardly one man who had filled 
the office of attorney or ſolicitor general, hardly one man 
in the treaſury, had not been a party to ſanction grants from 
theſe funds for other purpoſes than thoſe aſſigned by the appro- 
priation act, brought S and in the open day before par- 
liament, and tending to confirm and ſtrengthen ſuch grants as 
legal grants of the crown. If the queſtion at preſent, therefore, 
were to require no other precedent and authority than that, he 
would reſt perfectly content with a defence Which had been 
i by ſuch. men as lord Hardwicke and lord Mans- 

eld, | 
When it was propoſed to inſtitute new. meaſures upon the 
application of the civil liſt; the ſtrongeſt: confirmation he 
could produce of the propriety of the late. penſion was to be 
found in the proceedings ia 1785, when a meſſage was brought 
down. to the Houſe of Commons from the crown, to inform 
them that theſe four and a half per cent revenues were not 
adequate to the demands upon them. What did parliament 
then do? Did parliament proclaim that all the grants upon 
theſe reyenues were illegal grants? Did parliament ſay that 
they were contrary to the ſpirit and letter of preceding ads of 
Cn i and ought, not to be, tolerated, nor continued? 
o Parliament did not do this, but it did directly the re- 
verſe, it tacitly approved and ſanctioned every one of thoſe 
grants, by taking oft a part of them, and charging them upon 
the general fund, and more eſpecially ſo in the caſe of an an- 
nuity of a royal perſonage, who had no local claim whatever 
to 
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to a proviſion out af that particular fund, (the Duke of Glou- 
ceſtor),. On what ground then was the right and propriety of 
any appropriation to ſtand, if the penſion of a right honour- 
able gentleman will not ſtand on this! If the right of the 
civil lift appropriation of this fund would not reſt from theſe 
ſtatements; there was nothing like certainty in the conſtitu- 
tion, | | ; | | s 
« The pillar'd firmament is rottennefs 
«© And the broad baſis of the earthuaſtable.” - 
The noble earl had charged his Majeſty's miniſters with 
ſecrecy in this tranſaction, and had. ſaid that it might have 
eſcaped detection ſome time longer if it had not been feen 
peeping out by accident at the foot of the accounts upon the 
table. He not only denied this charge, but contended, that 
there was no occaſion for ſecrecy, inaſmuch, as long before. 
the preſent miniſters had the honour of being called into ad- 
miniſtration, in the years 1771, 1772, 1773, and 1774, to 
the time that parliament was informed of the inſufficiency of 
the productions of theſe revenues to defray the charges upon 
them in 1785, they ſcem to have been applied in aid of the 
civil lift for ſpecial ſervices. And parliament, ſo far from 
diſapproving of ſuch applications, had. paſſed new regulations, 
which were not to be found in the appropriation act of 1601, 
and which tended to confirm them. No limitation, no re- 
{triction whatever had been framed upon the face of this prac- 
tice, and on this ground he reſted his defence. His Majeſty's 
miniſters had done that which was conſonant in ſpirit and in 
principle to the practice of former periods, and they had done 
that which had been the practice of government, eſpecially in 
the caſe of the earl of Chatham, as well as the practice of 
almoſt every ſucceeding year. On this ground, therefore, 
he repeated, he reſted his defence, together with his refiſtance 
tothe motion of the noble earl, and it any breach of propriety 
or guilt of any kind could be imputed to his majeſty's ſer- 
"oy he was ready to take his ſhare in it, whatever it might 


The Earl of Lauderdale, ſaid in reply, that he felt himſelf 
obliged to make one or two remarks on the odd ſtrain of ar- 
gument adopted by the noble lord. In ſome of his ſtate- 
ments the noble lord had been corre&, in others he had mif- 
repreſented the fact, and ſome he had applied moſt ſtrangely, 
He wiſhed therefore to ſet the Houſe right in à few facts. 
Firſt, in regard to the five acts which the noble lord had read, 
there was no clauſe upon the face of four df them to ſupport 
his arguments. In point of tact, the ſpecial application was 
made with an'ayowed view to the ſafety and defence, &c. of 

812 made 


2 


N 
1 
% 
= 

* = 
: e 

* 

"wh #12 . 

+4; 

»& d 
48. 
4 4 
1 l 
#* © | 
Y þ + 
-4 

. \* : A 

1 

% 

. — 
1 
5 * 
4 — 

3+ FY ' 
8/*% \ 
t - 

e - 
= % 
1 ö 

. p 
12 
- 

x 
I = 
- * 
oy * 

4 
be 
>> 2 

4 D 

4 
11 

. 11 

, : * 
14 
I. 
14. 
= * 
„ 

* 3 , 

+133 1 
1 

| * 
» 
A 
© il 


rao 9 y 
+ FEY 4a; 
- — . - — 
- G - P 

bY 

— . 4 


„ 
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Barhadoes; and he did not ſee how he could reconcile the 
noble lord's argument with thoſe acts. In regard to the ap- 
plication of thele revenues in the reign of George I. the noble 
lord muſt know, that it was not neceſſary for parliament to 
make a new regulation, when an adequate one was already 
exiſting; neither was it neceſſary to paſs an expreſs act of 
| parliament” in full force, as in the preceding reign of Queen 
Anne? In his opinion there was no occaſion to ranſaek old 
acts of parliament to do ſo; unleſs the noble lord meant chat 
he was at a lofs to comprehend his meaning. 

Wich regard to the grant to the governor of Bermuda, he 
conſidered that grant at leaſt as a colonial grant, which differed 
widely from a grant upon the civil liſt at home. The noble 
lord had further ſaid, chat from that time there were gradual 
encreachments, as in the cafes of Betmuda, Jamaica, and 
Jerſey, which he contended were materially in point, for- 
getting that all the grants upon thoſe iſlands were applied to 
colonial uſes,” In fact there was no grant ſimilar to that which 
occaſioned the preſent diſcuſſion till Lord Chatham's. The 
grant to Sir Thomas Robinſon was given for paſt ſervices in 
the Leeward Hands, and no better appropriation had ' been 
over made, nor was ever more materially called for. The 
grant to Mr. Robinfon' was totally oppoſite in its nature to the 
grant which induced him to make his preſent motion. That 
grant was given, and juſtly given, for ſervices actually done 
to the iſlands, and as ſuch was defenſible on the ſtrict grounds 
of policy and juſtice; could the gentleman whom the noble 
ſeeretary alluded to in his ſpeech, ſet up amy ſuch claim for the 
improper appropriation of the 4 per cents, made in his be- 
half? The precedent was a dangerous and an alarming one, 
and ſuch, an abuſe as any government ought to be aſhamed 
to avow. Several noble lords, from the loud private con- 

verſation, the earl abferved, were extremely impatient for 

the concluſion of the debate: they came down to the 

Houſe without being in the leaſt acquainted with the merits 

of the queſtion, to enjoy the pleaſures of a diviſion ; ſo far 

however from their manifeſtations” of impatience being any 
inducement to him notto fulfil his duty, he affured them no 
ſuch diſtiderly conduct, would have the ſmalleſt effect on him; 
he would proceed, regardleſs of what they might feel in not 
being immediately able to return to their comfort and eaſe. 

Publie money, he would ever contend, ought not to be ſub- 

ſervient to private purpoſes, where the laws did not preciſc!y 

and diſtinctly juſtify the meaſure; that this was not the caſe, 
he appealed to the noble ſecretary, not as a ſtateſman and poli- 


tician, but as a lawyer, 
So * | The 
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The noble Secretary of State, had relied; with an air of 
triumph on the/authority of Mr. Yorke, and Mr. Pratt, but ic 
was well known that the opinions of lawyers depended alto- 
ether on the nature and terms of the caſe ſubmitted to them, 
and were Mr. Yorke and Mr. Pratt alive at the pteſent time, 
and in poſſeſſion of the facts he could ſtate to them, he had 
no doubt that they would give an opinion widely different 
from that they had ſtated. ; I he noble lord ſeemed to have 
introduced the names of Mr. Pratt and Mr. Yorke, the at- 


torney and ſolicitor genernals; merely as a foil to ſet off his 


own bad arguments, and to divert their lordihips attention 
from the ſubject before them, which he could nut ſupport on 
any grounds of law or juſtice. 1050 

Until the debt upon the general fund in 1785 were paid off 
by che ſurplus of the Barbadoes revenues, the application of 
the four and a half per cent. fund, he contended, ſtood perfectly 
and completely on different grounds to thoſe which the noble 
lord had ſtated. That fund ought to be repleniſhed. If the four 
and a half per cents. were to be applied to every purpoſe, why 
did not the noble lord and dis colleagues come openly before 
parliament and fay ſo diftintly? Why did they not come 
and fay that, owing to: tke flouriſhing itate of our revenues, 
to the neceſſity of increaſing the influence of the crown, to the 
ſafety, wealth and proſperity of the Welt India iſlands, which 
never could fo well aſtord to ſupply this country with ſuper- 
fluous ſums of money, they meant to appropriate the whole of 
the colonial revenues to additional penſions on the civil lift! 
If their lordſhips would give way to what the noble lord called 
gradual encroachments, they might reſt aſſured, that in the 
courle of ten years they would be called upon to pay ten 
times the ſum. Daily experience proved that it was the cuſ- 
tom of the preſent miniſters to juſtiſy every part of their oon- 
duct by the precedents, they had themſelves made, and to 
follow up one encroachment upon the laws by another en- 
croachment. Conſidering the late grant as a ſhameful inva- 
hon of che Houſe of Commons, and feeling that it amounted: 
to a ſeizure by miuiſters of the public. purſe out oſ the hands of 
the other Houſe of Parliament, in whoſe hands the conſti- 
tution placed it, he was happy to have brought the preſent 
queſtion before parliament, whatever might be its iſſue. 

T he Houſe then divided on Lord Lauderdale's motion. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
| FRIDAY, March 4. 


Mr. Newland preſented an account of the ſums advanced 
by the Bank of England for the public ſervice, outſtanding. 
from the 3 iſt of December, 1792, to the 21{t of December, 
17956. : AY 
| of ge from the Navy Office preſented an account of the 
navy debt, on the 31ſt of December, 1795. | 

A new: writ was ordered for the boroughs of Perth, Dun- 
dee, &c. for the election of a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament, 
m the room of Admiral Murray, who has accepted of the 
Stewardſhip of the Chiltern Hundreds. | 

General Smith ſaid, that he had been informed by. ſome re- 
ſpectable druggiſts in the city of London, that the. petition 
ſome time ago preſented from certain perſons calling them- 
telves apothecaries, did not contain a ſingle ſignature of any 
perſon belonging to that wie and that the druggiſts had 
attended regularly for ſome days at the committee on the 
petition, but that as yet no buſineſs had been done. He gave 
notice, that except ſome reaſon was aſſigned for the delay, 
before that time, he ſhould move on Monday next, that the 
order of the Houſe reſpecting the petition, be diſcharged. 

The order of the day being read on the Collateral Property 
Succeſſion Tax Bill, | . 

T he Chancellor of the Exchequer obſerved, that the ſchedule 
to be annexed to this Bill was neceſſarily ſo voluminous, that 
ſome time ſhould be had to prepare it for the Houſe. He 


therefore moved that the order be diſcharged, and that the 


Houſe do reſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole 
Houſe on this Bill on Tueſday the 8th inſtant. 
Ordered, 


GAME LAWS, 
As ſoon as the order of the day on this ſubject was read, 


Mr. Gurwen roſe, and addrefled the Chair as follows: 


I now riſe, Mr. Speaker, to have the honour of ſubmitting 
to the Houſe, a motion for the repeal of all the prohibitory ſta- 
tutes relating to game, and for Jeave to ſubſtitute proviſions in 


their place, for the more cffectual preſervation and ſecurity of 


the ſame. When I firſt intimated my intention of bringing 
this matter beſote the Houſe, I bad fixed upon a diftant 
period to have allowed full time for the thorough inveſtiga- 
tion of a-ſabject rendered extremely complex, by the number 
as well as the contradictory ſtatutes which ſtill remain in 
force, as all 0 avail myſelf; of the general ſentiments — 

. N W 8 
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wiſhes of gentlemen upon the buſineſs. At the inſtance of 
many reſpectable perſons, both in and out of this Houſe, I, 


have been induced to depart from my firſt intention, and to 


bring this queſtion immediately before the Houſe, flattered 
with the ſanguine expectation of its meeting a pretty general 


concurreace. I am well aware of the prejudices which 


every conſiderable change has to encounter; firſt, from ſuch. 
as are enemies to all reform, and ſecondly, from thoſe who, . 
though no friends to the gy laws, are fearful their abo- 


lition would prove the deſtruction of the game. Before I 
enter into any further diſcuſſion, I muſt declare, if I con- 
ceived any thing in this meaſure could have ſuch a tendency, 
or in the ſmallef degree, render the reſidence of gentlemen in 
the country lefs pleaſant, or in any ways interfere with their 
amuſements, I ſhould have thought I did an injury rather 
than a benefit to the community by my motion, ſenſible that 
the reſidence of gentlemen in the country is a moſt deſirable 
object, and tends muck to the happineſs of the bulk of the 
people; could I fuppoſe, what I was about to offer, would 
in the ſmalleſt degree interfere with any inducement to gen- 
tlemens ſpending their time and fortunes in the country, in- 
ſtead of moving for the repeal of the Game Laws; I ſhould 
have contended myſelf with offering a modification of them, 
content even to ſacrifice ſomething of juſtice to ſo deſirable an 
end. Sir, I proteſt I have. the molt ſanguine expectations 
and the cleareſt conviction in my own mind, that if the Houſe 
ſhould adopt the propofition, I ſhall have the honour to 
make to them, that it will greatly increaſe the quantity of 
game, prevent thoſe unfortunate toons, a that bur too 
frequently interrupt the peace and harmony of neighbours, 
and at the ſame time remove the odium which the preſent 
tyranny of the game laws and unjuſtifiable monopoly occa- 
ſions, unite every landholder in the with to preſerve and pro- 
tect the game. Ot ſo long ſtanding, and ſo deep rooted are the 
ſentiments entertained of the injuſtice and tyranny of the 
game laws, that it appears impoſſible to confound them 
with any of theſe principles, the claim of which ſo powerfully 
haunts the imaginations of my gentlemen at the preſent 
moment; had I any occaſion for ſtronger proof than what 
cyery gentleman's own knowledge and obſervation would 
furniſh, - as to the general execration in which the game 
laws have long been held, I might cite that great eonſtitu- 
tional lawyer, Sir William Blackſtone, Who repreſents their 
tyranny as little ſhort of the foreſt laws, and repugnant to 
every principle of juſtice. Sir, it would have been I 
ut or 
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for laws ſo contradictory to the ſpirit and principle of the 
Engliſh conſtitution to have exiſted at this time of day; had 
they been carried into general execution, ſufficient inſtances 
have occurred to keep up the reſentment of the country, but 
not ſufficient to call forth the united voice of the nation for 
their repeal. Sir, it is the boaſt of Engliſhmen to hold their 
liberty as a right, not as a boon. If the laws be ſuch as they 
cannot, ought not to he executed, does it become the legifla- 
ture to ſuffer them to remain upon our ſtatute books, as a ſe- 
curity from oppreſſion that reſts upon forbearance? Is not a 
fituation under which nineteen hundred and ninety out 
of two thoufand, or even a greater proportion of Engliſhmen 
ſhould be ſaffered to remain? Sir, it was accounted wiſe 
policy in former ſtateſmen to attend to the changes which 


time and circumſtances produced, and to alter and adopt the 


laws to meet the exigencies of the moment. Our preſent 


ſyſtem ſeems the very reverſe, and without adverting to the 


aſtoniſhing revolution of the public mind, we appear ſolely 
occupied by means of harſh reſtrictions and increaſed ſeverity 
of penal ſtatutes to keep things up to the ſtandard of former 
opinions. Sir, ſo wide, ſo extended is the detuſion of know- 


ledge, though almoſt every country in Europe that ſuch go- 


vernments and fuch laws as are not calculated honeſtly ard 
fairly to promote the general ends of all government, the 
happineſs and profperity of the people at large, will be ſub- 
mitted to with reluctance, and canonly be ſupported by force 
a weak reliance againſt the collective body of the people, 
and never to be depended upon. However harſh ſuch opini- 
ons may be in the ears of ſome gentlemen, and however we 
may wiſh. to ſhut our eyes againſt them, they are tov founded 
in truth to be denied. So circumſtanced, every motive of 
wildom and policy ſhould call upon us, to reſcind a ſyſtem of 
law that violate every principle of juſtice. . Happy, indeed 
Sir, would it have been for this country had we avoided a 
war, juſtly ſtiled a war of defpots, in which a King and peo- 
ple of England have no common caufe. Happy would it 
have been had we ſpent the laviſh; expenditure of ſo much 
blood and treafure, and carefully employed ourſelves in a 
ſerious inveſtigation of the cauſes which produced the calami- 
ties which have deſolated a neighbouring country. Rendered 
wiſe by theic misfortunes, had we in good earneſt ſet about 
reforming the abuſes which are felt and complained of in our 
own government, proud might we then have been to court 
inſtead of aſſiduouſly endeayouring to ſtifle a diſplay. of public 


ſeutiment, needleſs would it have been do nail up the ours 
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of the people. Having removed every juſt cauſe of com- 
plaint, we ſhouſd have had the beſt ſecurity human wiſdom 
can afford. The conviction of the people that their intereſt 
and property were concerned in the defence. and ſupport of 


the government. A review of our penal ſtatutes would have 


brought before the Houle, the queſtion - which I have now 
the honour to ſubmit to them. For upwards of ſeven hun- 
dred years the gatne'laws have been a conftant ſource” of 
vance and complaint to this kingdooũmn. 
What I have to propoſe will have nothing of novelty or 
innovation. It is ſimply to reſtore to the landholder at large, 
that which the tyramny and uſurpation of William the Con- 
queror robbed them of, with the Norman conqueſt came the 
game laws amongft other innovations of oppreſſion and in- 
juſtice” The laws eſtabliſhed now, for the firſt time, for the 
ptotection of the game, are fo ſevere and tyrannical,”that it is 
impoſſible t6"ebnhder them without the ſtrongeſt emotions 
of horror and indignation. Good God, Sir, that it could 
ever enter into the head or heart of man: to contemplate in 
the ſime point of ve v, and punith as equally criminal the 
murder ofa fellow” cteature, and the killing of a miſerabie 
deer. To“ whati'a degraded, contemptible, wretched ftats 
muſt the inhabitants of this fland have been reduced; to com- 
tent themſelves with complaining for one hundred and fifty 
years of the attrocity of ſuch laws. The Carta“ de Foriſta 
granted in 1224, mitigated the ſeverity of the puniſſiment of 
the game laws; and disfranehiſed many of the fort ſts. It 
was conſidered às an acquiſitionb or the part of the ſubject 
little inferior to Magna Charta itſelf. The laws from this 
period to the firſt prohibitary ſtatate, made the i zrbp' Rich- 
ard II. 1389; leem to have prinGpally' in view the diſarmi 
ing the people: It may not here be improper to advert to the 
doctrine advanced by Sir Willian-Bkckftone, and others of 
the right of the cron to the (ole ptoperty of the game. 
Either as lord” of the whole foil, or im right of the. pre- 
rogative of the town to all thiugs which have ho owner. 
As generally as this doctrine bas been received, I am ſtrongly 
inclined tobthe opinion of late learned and ingenious cm- 
mentator on Str William Blackſtone, (I mt profeffür 
Chriſtian) who bas, I think, with the moſt compleas ſuctelsy 
refuted this opimon, and ſhewn clearly the crown had no fuck 
right. Lord Chief Juſtice Coke has delivered himielffirong- 
ly tothe ſame effect) That the licence of the trown was 
neceflary for the erection of parks and warrens, but that every 
man might purſue hunting and hawking as matter of paſtime 
Vox. III. 1796. — and 


— 


* rr 


* _— 96 
= w—_ yy k 


mM 


I — 
— vr td as p : ; 4 * — 

S * d D 4 4 * 

* a 9 = "x 1 WT. 4 

* * 4 -- by . 
- - 
- — TE Sts 
tl 11 * La 


: * + — «+ 
Sh 26 A 4 
. 
— — 
- - < 


. - wo th 
* * 7 " > * * Ba Os 
"> 2 We "th So. 2 2 TY — 
rr * * 
« 4 — 1 ps * - 
3 n = WW E 80 , -— FT 


5 1 o 
05 2 SS 1 e — * 
„ » 2 „ 2 = — 2 <2» ca + * — a> 2. . 
— — th | \ ** r „* 
7 . 
— % 7 * 3 4 * " 


- 
* 

F 
oY 

t 

f 

* 

i 

- 

* 
* 
-H 
= 
y 
4 
4 
1 


9:2 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY'REPORTS. [Commans, 


and amuſe ment. The ſtatute of the 1 gth of Richard II. con- 
arms the general right, and only narrows: the exereiſe of it to 
perſons poſſeſſed of 408. per annum. and clergymen with beni- 
fices of 10l. And this on the ground that ſervants and others 
miſemployed their time in the purſuit of game, The ſtatute 
of the 14th of Henry VII. reſtrains the killing game on any 
mais freehold againſt his conſent, a. penalty of 10l. which 
was a very conſiderable ſum at that period. This ſtatute is 
ſtill in force, but giving no coſts, it cannot be reſorted to by the 
ſmall freeholder for the protection of his property. The prohi- 

ition of Richard II. continued without alteration till the 1 of 

ames I. when they were encreaſed to 101. freehold, 3ol. in 
leaſehold, ot two hundred pounds in chattles, ſons of eſquires, 
and perſons of higher degrees. The intermediate laws relate 
ehicflyto-reſtriftions reſpecting arms, and breathe che fame ſpirit 
of ty ranny and oppreſſion whieb characterizes.cyery law. rela- 
tiveto this ſubject: the ſtatute: of the 11th of Henry VII. ex- 
cepted, which guards to every frechalder the game upon his 
own: property; by the a 2d and 23d of Charles II. the qua- 
liſications are advanced to one hundred pounds freehold, and 


one hundred and fifty; leaſehold, and perſons. of certain de- 


gree, but all qualifications from, perſonal. property were omit- 
ted. 'Fhis is a period of out hiſtory: from which neither 
ſaund policy nor a ſorupulous attention to the intereſt or li- 
betty of the ſubject is to be looked for. In a country whole 
very exiſtence depends upon commerce any inſidious diſ- 
unction between the Jandholder, and the commercial intereſt 
was unwiſe and unjuſt, and ſo even upon the principles of 
the reſtrictions themſelves, ; Which proſeſs th have in view no 
other object 2 el ee 
their time to Xe themſelves abd the public. Sir, to 


the ſubject of prohibitions; I wiſh pripejpally to call the at- 


tention; of the Hauſe: Thertytanny and iojuſtice of reſtrain- 
ing any individual in the exerciſe of a. right at the ;arbitary 
and uneonſined pleaſure of the legillature can be juſtified upon 
no prisciple, nor defended upon any policy. Sit, it is a com- 
pleat ſyſtem of monopoly of a few. upon the tight of three 
parts of the landed intereſt, as Iſhall prefently ſhew. I know 
of no particular quality that gives to the poſſeſſog of an eſtate 
of one hundred pounds, a tight which might not with as 
much or more propriety be giyen to one of leſs value. Ex- 
tent of eſtates depends fo greatly upon local ſituation, that a 
property of one hundred pounds per annum, may be but a few 
acres on which, no game is bread, and whilft an eſtate, of half 
the value in a diſtant part, may be of conſiderable extent near 
and fecd a quantity. of game, and yet the owner muſt 50 
f f touc 
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touch it. Under penalties that may be ſo exereiſed as to fall 
little Chort of his ruin. Sir, if preſcription might be pleaded, 
the game was from the earlieſt period conſidered as the right 
of the proprietor of land, and the firſt reſtriction ſeems to have 
been rected againſt perſons who could not follow it without 
evident ruin to themſelves, The law prevents any man ga- 
ing upon the property of another; and yet reſtrains him from 
the wg 6 of what is the produce of it as much as the 
grain. The impolicy of this reſtriction is os exceeded by 
its injuſtice z and nothing could operate more forcibly to de- 
feat the object it has in view, the preſervation ef the game, 
The harſhneſs and tyranny of theſe laws, inſpire ſo generaa 
diſguſt and abhorrence in the minds of all who are ſubjet'to 
them, that it induces a very large proportion of landheſdets 
to take every means to deftroy the game. Add to this what 
is ſuffered by feeding as well as by the purſuit of the game, 
and it will ceafe to ſurpriſe gentlemen” that the game is o 
diminiſhed:”* Sit, from the earieſt period of the game laws, 
ſtatutes have been made to prevent the deſtruction of eggs. 
Whilſt it is the "intereſt of the farmer to extirpate the game, 
which ean be done with impunity in defiance of any thing that 
tyranay can deviſe, it is vain to hope it will not be done. 
Sir, I cannot but lament when # right honourable gentleman 
ſelected game as an object of taxation, which Jam inclined to 
believe he might borrow the hint of from Ruffia, that he had 
not accompanied it with the ſame meaſures which attended 
its introduction into that country, where, for once, taxation 
was the parent of liberty, and produced the total abolition of 
the game Yaws: Tt is firgular that one the moſt deſpotic 
end abſolute governments in Europe, ſhould have been the 
ſirſt to have put an end to a fyſtery which had been a Tource 
of ſuch oppreſſion and tyranny; while they yet remain à dif- 
grace to that country, which claims a pre- eminence in liberty 
and freedom. "the right honourable” gemtſeman's tax does 
away all neceſſity of reſtrigions, and puts it out of the poet 
of perſons who might "injure themſelves and the public, by 
miſpending their time in purfuit of game. By the product of 
this tax, we may form ſome eſtimate of "what proportion of 
landed intereſt has a concern in the preſervation and peotec- 
tion of the game. The amount bf the tax is little more than 
forty thoufand pounds Which after deducting whar may be 
ſuppoſed” to be be paid by game-keepets,. There may be 
twelve thoufin@” peffons who take ot Hcences; allow to 
each of thefe perſons an eſtate of flye hundred pours pr[ign- 
vum, and we hall find fix miſfions to be the property that 
monopolizes the game; juſt one fourth of the whole. Sir, 
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though I believe this to exceed the real ſtate of the ſact it is 
ſufficient for my purpoſe to allow double that ſum and ſuppoſe 
the intereſt to be equally divided; what then, Sir, muſt be the 
conſequence, when we make it equally the intereſt of every 
proprietor to protect the game I think, Sir, I am well 
founded in ſuppoſing that the repeal of theſe laws will amply 
repay the ſportſman by an abundant increaſe of bis ſport, it 
may indeed call upon him to lay out ſomething of what he now 
pays ſor the guarding of game, for the permiſſion to ſhoot on 
the property of others. The ſtricteſt preſervation-of his own 
will no longer be confidered as odious and oppreſſive. Sir, a 
+worthy and reſpectable friend of mine has long - practiſed 2 
mode of protecting the game, which has anſwered every pur- 
poſe, that is by the payment of ſo much for every head of 
game, to the perſon on whole eſtate the game is killed. 
A conduct ſo liberal has intereſted every farmer in the 
protection of his game, and the honourable gentleman enjoys 
bis ſport with the good wiſhes of the people vrho ſo far from 
envying him his amuſements concur as ſar as they can to pro- 
mote them. Contraſt this with the conduct of thoſe who by 
the terror of the laws endeavour to protect the game. The 
odium and the ill will defeat the purpoſe, and ne ver fail iu the 
long run to diſguſt thoſe who atten pt it. The next point to 
which 1 beg to call the attention of the Houſe, is that clauſe 
which empowers one magiſtrate (by for inerſtatutes it required 
two) to grant warrants to ſearch houſes of perſons ſuſpected of 
having dogs, nets &c.. on belief of the intention to uſe the 
fame. How it was poſſible at any period ſince this country 
ſet up a claim to liberty, that ſuch an enactment could pals 
this Houſe is matter of aſtoniſhment. A law more tyranni- 
cal and oppreſſive, never was deviſed except by a ſubſequent 
ſtatute which extends this power to game-keepers, who may 
ſeize any dog or net, and enter any houſe they may ſuſpect; a 
power perhaps not often uſed from prudential reaſons, as the 
other method puts in the power of petſons to exerciſe the ty- 
ranny without riſque. Sir, to put a caſe by no means ex- 
treme. Suppoſing the Lord Mayor of London ſhould by 
accident be found upon the manor of a ſtrict preſetver of game, 
though able to contribute millions to à loan, if not poſſeſſed of a 
hundred pounds per annum in land, his dog might be ſeized 
With impunity, and hanged before his face. Vain is the 
boaſt that every man's houſe is his caſtle; it may be violated 
upon ſuſpicion of any unfeeling inſtrument of this deſpotiſm. 
Sit, it once fell to my lot to be obliged to grant a warrant 
upon this ſtatute, and tho' no proof of uſage was ape 
end 1 yk, the 
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the dog being of a prohibited ſpecies was taken from the pro- 


ietot and hunged. I have no words that can convey the de- 


teſtation I feel for this act. The other enactments for pu- 
niſhing the killing of game, are mild indeed to thoſe, now in 
force; by the gᷣth of Ann, the law proſeſſes the puniſhment to be 
no more than five pounds or three months impriſonment, but 
by the mode it leaves to the option of the proſecutor, to recover 
this penalty, it amounts to impriſonment for life. Thus of- 
fences that have no ſhade of diſtinction, according to the more 
or leſs feeling of the proſecutor are as | ſtated before, puniſhed 
by five pounds recovered before a majiltrate, or {welled to 
ſixty or ſeventy pounds by a proſecution in the coutts of Weſt- 
minſter; what can be more unjuſt than to leave to the party 
injured the nature of the puniſhment he chuſes to inflict: bad 
in all eaſes; but terrible indeed when it extends to the impri- 
ſonment of a ſubject for life. Too many have found their 
way into our priſons from the oppreſſi ve nature of theſe 
laws. It is high tim e they ſhould be eraſed from our; ſtatute 
books, nor longer be ſuffered to inſult the firſt principles of 
our conſtitution, to which in every inſtance they are in direct 
oppoſition. + What I have yet further to ſtate to the Houſe is 


matter of mere regulation an policy: ſhould this Houſe adopt 


my propoſition and reſtore; to every land- holder the game upon 
on his property, would it be conſiſtent to preſcribe to him 
the vay in which he ſhould enjoy it. I he game being once 
under the protection of every proprictor of land, cannot be 
invaded without increaſed riſques. And yet, Sit, in acountry 
opulent as this, perſons of a certain ſituation, t adverting to 
the conſequences will hold out temptations by giyingexttava- 
gant prices for game. - Perſons will be induced to run all 
riſques. - Would it not therefore be better to let game come 
openly and freely to market. Ihe price: would be ſo reduced 
as of itſelf to deſtroy the temptations to poaching, the riſque 
of detection conſiderably increaſed. For pals this la, and it 
will be no longer difficult to convict the poacher. The na- 
ture of the crime will de changed, and What was conſidered 
as only an attack upon the paſtime, and monopoly of a few, 
will be an offence: again every individual, and like all, others 
to make it a common intereſt to puniſh and pteveut it. I 
would appeal to the candour of gentleen Whether the molt 
inveterate enemy of the poacher at home does not conſider, him 
as a very-uſeſu}l hend ineyery other quarter. +Lgo, nyt know 
which of. as has not in ſome way or other contributed to the 
breach of this law. s it juſt, is it conſiſtetit with humanity 
to {utter las to exiſt Which we are curſelves the cauſe of 
| tempting 
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tempting men to break and which lead to worſe conſequences, 
Sir, does it become us to require fifty times as much to be 
entitled to kill a partridge, as to -exerciſe the moſt -boaſted 
proveganee of Engliſh-men, the right of chuſing their own 
repreſentatives, It is high time after above ſeven hundred 
years of oppreſſion and tyranny, to put an end to laws which 
have never during the courle of that period been conſidered by 
the nation without execration and abhorrence. Not more 
than forty thouſand perſons in the kingdom are exempted from 
their tyranny. Sir, my firſt view of this ſubject inclined me 
to ſtop here, and leave every man to defend his property by 
an action at law. But, Sir, a further conſideration of the ſub- 
ject ſhewed me I ſhould have done littſe for that part of the 
community for whoſe right I am contending, An action in the 
hands of men of property is a ready and efficacious "remedy ; 
but totally out of their power to weild without bringing ruin 
upon themſ Ives. Fortunately for me without introducing 
any thing new, an adequate and compleat remedy preſented 
itſelf in the ſtatute of the 11th Henry VII, What f Gal now 
offer to the Houſe as a ſubſtitute for the laws I propoſe to re- 
peal is the renewal of that act with certain modifications. 
Firſt 1 ſhould propoſe that any perſon who ſhould Kill, any 
kind of game 1155 a diſcharge verbal or in writing from the 
tenant or any perſon entitled to the game, ſhould be ſuhject to 
a penalty of five pounds for every head of game fo killed, to 
be paid on conviction, or committed for one month to the 
houſe of correction for the firſt offence, and fix months for 
every ſubſequent one, half the penalty to the informer, the 
other moiety to the occupier, with power to appeal to the 
ſeſſions; their deciſion to be final. Sir, fimple as this plan is 
jt appears to me that it would anfwer every purpoſe of protecting 
the game and prevent a practice ill becoming thoſe wbo are 
too often guilty of it, o continuing to {hoot after a diſcharge, 
relying that as the expence of proſecution for a firſt treſpaſs 
muſt fall equally upon both the injurer and the injured, they 
may do it with impunity. It is not one of the leaſt beneficial 
effects likely. to follow the plan I propoſe, that it, will put an 
end to the frequent diſagreements that are occaſioned by game, 
and leave every perion to purſue his ſports without interrup- 
tion of, moleſtation; to the rights of lords and manors, and 
others,. I haye forborn ſaying any thing. When the right 
or, takivg game does exiſt, it is not my intention to intetfere 
with it. And I ſhould. propoſe to guard the waſtes to ſuch 
only;as are now entitled to ſhoot there. Sir, I truſt the ty- 
tanny and injuſtice of theſe laws will be ſufficient 5 HAN 
% ons 
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alone for the Houſe to agree ta the repeal of them. If any 
thing further were requilite, their inexpediency and impolicy 
might be pleaded. Sorry ſo long to have treſpaſſed on the 
Houſe, I ſhall ony add if the Bill be ſuffered to be brought i 

| ſhould be glad to meet the wiſhes of gentlemen and model 
it accordingly, Jet the laws be equal and I have nothing to 
object. The regulations which attach equally upon all, are 
ett as they were, I now move you, Sit, for the repeal of the 
22d and 23d of Charles II.— It of James I.—Ath and Sth of 
William and Mary. 5th and gth of Ann.—28 of George II. 
and alſo to ſubſtitute other proviſions for the moreggitectual 
ſecurity and preſer vation of game, | 


* 


Mr. Buxton faid, that the game laws ought not to exiſt in 
this country; but he cauld not entirely agree with the ho- 
nourable gentleman who made the motion, as to the mode he 


propoled to be adopted for the repeal of them, His idea was 


to make game private property. Every gentleman mult. be 
aware, that it was the right of every individual to protect his 
property 3, and game, appeared to him part of the growth of, 
and belovged to the landed property of this country. , He 
wiſhed that the honourable, gentleman had gone a little higher 
in his, hiſtgey of the game laws. If he had, he would have 


found, that before, the Norman Conqueſt, game was private 


property; and that, it was recogniſed as ſuch by the oman 
law, which; provided, that no man has a right to kill game on 
tig lapd, of agetder without his germiſſion. Every law, h 

vid, whit e not e Tos e and the Pe cob 
not be conſidered as 9 and, in this view, he repro» 
bated the, game laws; it was notorious, "that a'poor may was 
ofrener fined five pounds. for. killing 4 partridge than a rich 
man twenty ſhillings for killa s bite, He begged to be 


underfigad, however, as not wil ing to increaſe the penalty, 


but metely to, equalize.the operations of the law. He . 


not matze it felony to kill game, for that would be worſe than 
the law; Rood preſent ;, but he would make it 'a, miſde 


mcangUy..; e Rind of courts of juſtice the right of 
the lord, of the ananor Was weak enough, and there was no 
occaſion to digiaiſh it; it had been decided, that he bad no 


rizht to kill on any other ground. than his own, more chan any 


other, qualified, perſon, cep in the caſe of a free warren. 


Such were the deciſions of the courts of law. That this 
was an important ſubject, no genteman would deny, if there- 
_ fore the Bill were brought in, he ſhould wilh it to be printed, 
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ſeſſion of parliament. In his opinion, great attention ſhould 
be paid to property in game as well as in other "articles, as 
Mme made a Conſiderable addition to the reat value of ſome 
parts of the country; confequently before © parſtament "made 
any change in the law felative to game, the ſubje&} mould 
be well \confidered. He would, however, repeat What he 
had faid already, that, in his opinion, game ought to be made 
rivate property, and to belong to the owner of the foil where 
the game is found. r 
Mr. Francis ſaid, he had no ſcruple to confeſs that he was 
not much acquainted with the ſubject, but as he conlidered it 
of great importance, he begged leave to make a few. obſer- 
vations; and if he was not fo well 8 35 others to ſpeak, 
perhaps from having no intereſt to ſupport, he might not be 
je lefs impartial. He could hot conceive how the honourable 
endeman, (Mr. Buxton) could entertain an idea of making 
me private property, and not make the penalty attending on 
n inffingement of the lau, the fame that he would make a 
ebalty for the violation of any other kind of property. There 
was one principle which the ſegiſlature ought always to keep 
in View in their deliberations, and which he roſe-principally for 
the piltpoſe of ſtating.” Though no ſportſman himſelf; he wiſhed 
at the game ſhould be prefer ved for_ the ſake öf ſportſmen. 
Meourafe poachers was Certainly important. The reaſon 
therefore why he was, particularly defirous for the.preſervation 
| od aj was; that while "the capital preſented fo many attrac- 


IS 


| as it did at preſent to country gentlemen, A N Thile it 
Was at the ſame time of To much conſequence to the country 
that they Would refide for ſome time on their eſtates, he was 
anxious that th country ſhould preſent as many attractions as 
poffidie, to Fender a return to their rural refidence defireable. 
He hbped' therefore, as ſhooting Was a favourite amuſement 
with many gentlemen, his honourable friend Who made the 
motion would provide that theirſport ſhoyld not be interrupted. 
He Was induced to mention this in conſequence of it having 
been Tas geſted to him, that if his honourable friend's plan 
Wers og dg inte effect, that property would, be ſo perle 
ald inter bete, there would be nofparting, at Al. 
Mp" Hennſter Major declared it to be his opinion, that the 
conffderation of the Home laws had better to referredto a com- 
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ſure propoſed would deſtroy the whole ſpecies of game ; they 


would be taken at night, when the owner could not give no- 
tice to thoſe who annoyed him to quit the groun eee 
Mr. Pawys faid, that the honourabſe gentleman's motion 
would be ineffeQual as to the object which it propoſed 
obtain; at leaſt the honourable gentleman's ideas were { 
vaguely ſtated in the words of the motion, that they could not 
be clearly underſtood. For his own part, he was decidedly of 
opinion, that game ſhould be made private property. If any 
thing was done at preſent, he hoped that a committee would 
be appointed to inquire into the game laws; but as the motion 
Ye would certainly oppole it, | 5 
The Secretary at War profelled to have no intereſt in the ſub- 
ject of diſcuſſion, and not to be altogether qualified to ſpeak. 
upon it, not being himſelf a ſportſman. So far however as he had 
conſidered the game laws, he was far from being friendly. to 
them. "Impreſſed as he was with ferious objections to the 
preſent form of the game laws, he ſaid, he ſbould have had 
no objection to a committee to N into them; but to the 
motion, as it had been propoſed, he was extremely averſe. 
The general objection to the game laws was, that it is an in- 
yidious code; that they were framed for only one part of the 
community; and that they were enacted for the protection of 
amuſement. ea alia . 
Conſiderations of that tendency created a feeling which in- 
duced people to conſidet a breach of the game laws by no 
means Equally criminial as a violation of others. The con- 
ſequence was, men were more apt to break them, and that 
habit led them to violate other laws; the practice of poaching. 
inſenſibly accuſtomed thoſe who followed it, to practice other 
vices, more flagrant in themſelves, more injurious to public. 
morals, and ſuch as often proved fatal to the trangreſſots them 
ſeyes. Perhaps there were no effectual means of preventing 
poaching but by repealing the game laws; it was however to 
be firſt well conſidered, whether the repeal would remedy the 
evils complained of, without going farther... If a penalty was 
annexed, men would ſtill act on the ſame feelings, and be as 
vawilling to enforce it. If no penalty was annexed, the 
queſtion was, whether it would not go to extinguiſh the whole 
ſpecies? In the preſent ſtate of the country, it was a ma- 
terial conſideration that the game laws ſhould be fo framed, 
a5 to offer an inducement to gentlemen to refide in the country, 
If this inducement were taken away, the change might 
affect the moſt important intereſts of rhe ſtate. He made this 
obſervation, to ſhew that conſequences might ariſe from 
ludden change in the ſyſtem of the game lams, of which the 
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projeor was not, he was perfuaded, himſelf, aware, and as a 
caution to the Houſe, not to adopt any ſtep ſuddenly, with- 
out well confidering its immediate effects and remote conſe- 
quences ; conſequences undoubtedly might ultimately: ariſe, 
which were not obvious at firſt ſight, but which afterwards 
would prove highly injurious, On the point of invaſion of rights 
be could not agree. The ſimple fact of eftablifhing qualifies. 
tions to which no man would think of objectiug. Indeed, 
there were very few inſtitutions that were not neceffarily clog- 
ged with qualifications of one kind or other. The objection, 
on the ſcore of right, therefore, was mere fanatical, imagin- 
ary language; ſuppoſing, as in the cafe. of game, a property, 
which without reftratying Jaws, could not be preſerved ; 
there then was a right to make proviſions, or elſe the object 
would be loſt, the general intereſt warranted the particular pri- 
vation of right. In the caſe of air or water, of which there 
coujd be no fear of extinction, no laws are _neveffary, and 
therefore to make them would be wrong; but if the object is 
ſubject to extinction, it muſt be ae laws, taking care 
at the fame time that the right parted with, and the penalty, 
dom exceed the value of the object preſerved. SIS 
Wird regard to the other principle, that, it was a violation 
of the rights of thoſe wealthy men, who, from the nature of 
their property, were excluded from the uſe of game, he had 
the fame objection; he had often heard it, and always thought 
it a weak, objection; as well might it be ſaid that ſtrength 
gave a right to wealth, as that wealth gave a. right to uſe 
6 was a” principle put to excite the needy and diſ- 
treſſed by great rewards to a breach of the law, which was 
cruel and mjurious. But fince it was ſo, and would continue 
to be ſo, it was impottant to conſidet it; and with modifications 
to take away as much as poſſible of the objectionable part; he 
had, however, an inſuperable repugnance to repealing old 
laws, and hoped the Houſe would proceed with proper caution 
and due deliberation. _ | Tu | 
Mr. Fex ſaid, he hoped that no effectual oppoſition would 
be made to the motion of his honourable friend that night, 
which was only for leave to bring in a Bill, hereafter to be 
diſeuſſed. He ſhould not offend the right honourable gentle- 
man who ſpoke laſt, by ſaying any thing on the natural rights 
of men. But although, on the principles of property, it 
might not be abſolutely unjuſt to make a diſtinction between 
the qualification to kill game and any other qualification, yet, 
on the principle of congruity and of policy, the game laws 
were indefenſible, for by them it appeared that a great number 
of the molt opulent part of the people of this country were not 
. permitted 
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permitted to enjoy the luxury of ſporting” with game. This 
was obviouſly incongruous; it would be ſo in any ſtate, and 
therefore improper, but much more ſo in that ſtate under 


which we had the -happineſs to live; fo much for the con- 
ſiſtency of theſe laws. Was it not true that theſe laws were 


ineffectual? That they were almoſt aniverſally broken? 


That there was no place whatever where game is not, or might 
not be purchaſed, contrary to theſe laws? What was the uſe 
of laus to prohibit the fale of game? As long as rich men 
want game, poor men will procure game. Was not that 


the refult of the game laws? Did not that call for a repeat of 


the game laws ? He would not fay that he would never agree 
to a propoſition that made that criminal by law which was not 
morally confidered criminal; yet it was certainly elear that 
that law was beſt kept which declared that to be criminal; 
which the general feeling and ſentiments of mankind regarded 
as morally criminal, Thar law would thrive. It would be 
generally obeyed. It always had been, it always would be, 
otherwite with a law which prohibited that, which was not 
conſidered to involve any moral guilt, and therefore to be al- 
tered and avoided, and always would be altered and avoided; 
as much as poſſible, by every wife legiſlature. * Une 
The queſtion here was, whether the good (if there was any) 
which was gained by theſe game laws, was fo much as to 


overbalance the evil they were the cauſe of? It was faid that 


gentlemen ſhould have great inducements to live in the eoun- 
try, Certainly they ſhould; it was proper and beneficial ;' 
men of high firuation in life and of large fortunes were un- 
doubtedly ht objects of the attention of the legiſlature in every 
point of view, He was willing to grant that care ſhould be 
taken to protect them in the enjoyment even of their amuſe- 
ments. Be it ſo. Upon that fubject however it was his 
opinion that the repeal of the game laws would not tend to the 
diminution of that object; and thut ought to go a great way 
towards the repeal of thoſe laws. He could not ſay, Hke an 
honourable gentleman, that he was quite impartial on the ſub. 


ject, becauſe certainly he indulged in the amuſements of ſporta 
ing as much as his leiſute would allow. * So did the honourable 


gentleman who made this motion. That could not render 


either of them ſrom the part they took in this caſe, the more 


able to diſttuſt by thoſe WO wanted to protect the game. 
With reſpect ti the game laws, bis opinion Was, that there 


might catily be found # much better ſyſtem than they are for 
the protection of the game, ſuppoſing the Houſe to have no- 
ting etſe in view uo the ſubject! He thought that the 
beter way would be for the Houſe to adopt the idea of an ho- 
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nourable gentleman who had ſpoken ſecond in the debate 
Mr. Buxton), and make game private property. If he was 
bound to take his choice out of three caſes,” either that the 
laws ſhould remain as they are, be totally repealed, and no- 
| thing. elſe, or that game be made private property, he ſhould 
certainly ſay, ** make game private "$4 I £9256 
If however he was compelled to chuſe between two queſtions, 
whether theſe laws ſhould remain as they are, or be totally re. 
_ pealed, and nothing elſe, he ſhould have no difficulty in ſay- 
ing, they ſhould be all repealed without any thing being ſub. 
ſtituted in their ſtead; the greater part of theſe laws were 
ſo arbitrary, the principle which ran through them all was ſo 
impregnated with tyranny, that they were entirely unfit to 
exilt as laws in a free ſtate. Such was their principle; the 
practice ariſing out of them was equally liable to objection ; 
the penalties ſued for muſt be ſolicited by parties who were 
generally too much affected by animoſity to the party again 
which they ſue. . Nor was it always quite a clear caſe that 
the magiſtrate who pronounced the conviction was ſtrictly im- 
partial. The whole of the fyſtem was, in fact, a maſs of in- 
ſufferadle tyranny, which no gentleman had ever ventured to 
defend in a direct way. If gentlemen thought proper to 
aſſert that the game Jaws tended to protect the game, he would 
anſwer them, they did no ſuch thing. He would aſk any 
perſons converſant with the ſubject, whether, in point of fact, 
where game is preſerved, it was not from the law of property, 
and not from the game laws? He was ſure it was owing to 
the law of property, ſolely, that game was preſerved. - Where 
had game been well preſerved, except where the holder of 
the land was the proprietor of it, and had the right by law to 
kill game? Had it been ſo where the holder of the ſand was 
nat the propietor, and had not the right to kill game? 

He would ſay again, that the preſervation of the game was 
entirely owing to the proprietors of land, and not to the game 
laws, and therefore it was the principle of property which 
protected the game. He ſpoke confidently upon this ſub- 
ject. and he was glad he ſpoke in the hearing of many who 

knew the matter better than he did. But what was the pro- 

Fition of his honourable friend? Only that a penalty of 5 
be impoſed on a perſon who ſhould, after notice, treſpaſs on 

the land of another, and kill game there. He thought that 
game ſhould be made private property. That was his opi- 
nion. He knew that the prejudices of men were a long time 
in wearing out, and that was a point that was much to be 
conſidered, and great care to be taken of it, as it would ibe 
| un | | 101 nt ity = a 
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an eaſy thing to make the public regard game in a field, in 
the ſame light as any other property? To conquer that 
- prejudice would require time, and the houſe might conſider 
of that hereafter. The queſtion, however, here was, whether 
the Houſe would not agree to bring in a Bill, to repeal laws 
which no man in the Houſe defended in principle? Why not 
agree then to the introduction of the Bill, and when it went 
into a committee, propoſe ſome ſubſtitutions for the laws? but, 
although this was his opinion, yet thequeſtion, he was willin 
to confeſs, was not ſo preſſing or ſo urgent that the Houſe 
ſhould not take time to conſider it. That the game laws 
were really miſchievous and create crimes ; that they increaſe 
the number of criminals againſt themſelves, and thereby in- 
creaſe the number of perſons who are ready to commit other 
crimes, could not poſſibly admit of any degree of doubt. He 
ſhould hope, therefore, that the bill would be permitted to be 
brought in and ſhould paſs. He was perfectly ſure, that the 
ame laws are not good for the preſervation. of the game. 
t ſeemed. to be agreed that they were bad for that purpoſe : 
they could therefore be kept only (if they were to be kept) 
for the ſake of the invidious diſtinction which they eſtabliſh. 
Mr. Rider opppoſed Mr. Curwen's motion, on the ground, 
that it did not allow opportunity. for due deliberation, it went 
to repeal an ancient ſyſtem of laws, without propoſing any 
ſubſtitutes to ſupply their places. But though he could not 
acquieſce in the motion, he had no objection to a committee 
being appointed to conſider the ſtate of the game laws. 
Mr. Grey ſaid, he had little to add upon the gneral qeueſ- 
tion, after what his honourable friend (Mr. Fox) had, ad- 
vanced. He could not but obſerve, however, how differently 


they proceeded on ſimilar occaſions, in point of reſpect for 


the inſtitutions of their anceſtors. The honourable gentle- 


man was cautious of touching any thing which they had handed 
down. The caution he allowed to be a good and a prudent one. 


He muſt however be permitted to remind gentlemen, that when 
an honourable friend of his (Mr. Whitbread) had moved for 
a committee to enquire into the ſtate of the poor laws, his 
motion was negatived, and a right honourable. gentleman 
(Mr, Pitt) took the buſineſs out of his hands, and without 


the formality of any enquiry, moved for leave to bring in a 


Bill to new-model an ancient ſyſtem. He did not make the 
obſervation on the impulſe of any objection that he entertained 
againſt the bill to which he had alluded, on the contrary, he 
heartily- wiſhed the right honourable gentleman's project 
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from a ſuperiority of influence, it would. thrive better than it 
would haye done in any other. He was one of thoſe who 
felt bimfelf much obliged to his honourable friend for, ſubmit- 
ting to the Houſe the motion which he had brought forward 
that evening; at the ſame. time, as the ſenſe of the | Houſe 
ſeemed to be againſt it, he would recommend it to him to 
withdraw his preſent motion, and propoſe a committee of 
enquiry into the game laws. | 1 Fes 
Mr. 8 roſe to vindi cate the conduct of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, in the part which he took on the ſub- 
ject of the poor laws. He ſaid, his right hogourable friend 
did not mean to overturn the ancient ſyſtem, nor, to repeal 
the acts which were already paſſed, but merely to give efficacy 
to the exiſting laws, and to remove the obſtruction which ley 
in the way of their operation. As to the queſtion on the game 
Jaws, he had been always accuſtomed to conſider them as ex- 
treme abominations. 1 herefore he would rather vote for the 
motion, which had been propoſed, than that they ſhould re- 
main in their preſent form, though he profeſſed himſelf rather 
partial to the mode of appointing, a committee of enguiry. - - - 
Mr. Jen binſen ſaid, he could not vote for a motion to abo- 
liſh any law, unleſs he ſaw the extent of the meaſure which 
was to be adopted in its ſtead, "I hat the game laws were, to 
a certain degree, tyrannical, he would admit; he believed, 
however, that they had been followed up in practice with as 
much lenity as ſuch a fyſtem was capable of admitting. He 
felt great difficulty in the queſtion, and cau}d not hope to ſee 
any uvulity ariſing aut of the motion at preſent, and therefore 
he moved, that this Houſe do now adjourn.” i ls | 
Mr. Gurwen in reply ſaid, that he had no abject or deſire 
to do any thing but that of meeting the general wiſhes of 
the Houte, He had brought the ſubject ſor ward, and the 
Houſe would diſpoſe of it. But he muſt addd, that however 
unwelcome it was to the ears of ſome, theſe; were not times 
to attempt to juſtiſy barſh and tyrannical laws. Government 
could not, at this time of day, command the opinion of the 
people; their opinions were to be gained only by adhering 
to the principles of juſtice and humanity. Whatever the 
VOICE of the people called. for muſt be granted, as govern- 


ments muſt ſtand or fall by the opinion of the people. No- 

thing could make even laws effectual, if tbey were not pala- 

table to, the people. I heſe therefore-were not times to ſuſ- 

fer laws, to remain upon our ſtatute books which we dated 

not attempt to execute to their full extent. Fne liberty of 

Lachen was nog.to.depradion 40 wee a ſecurity. i: 
a n 5 2 — 
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mildneſs with which la ws acknowledged to be tyranpica and pl | | 
oppre!ive Were executed. That was not the way to ſecure. 21-1 
the affsQion of the p-opte, Without which government would 75 


ſoon be at an end. 

Mr. Fus obſerved, that if game was brought to the public” 
market for ſale, the price of it would find its Own level like 
any other article; and that would be an effectual ee 
ment to poachers, 

Mr. ##7herforce explained what he had before advanced. 

Mr. Buxton was of opinion, that, umi the game laws 
were repealed, the conffitution of England could not faitly | be 
ſaid to be fre. 

Sir Rasberr Saliſbury was of opinion, that che game Jaws” 
ought to be taken into the confideration of a committee of #4 
— Houſe en to any other Rep being talen wr 14 
them. Ei 

Mr, — obſerved, that, in the event of the adjourn 
ment being pegatived, he would-be ready to meet the 5 
wiſh which had been expreſſed for refer ting the game la 


— 
£ 
- 


« ſelf t/a committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider 
the game n riday the 11th ioftant.” Carried with 
out a diviſion. 

A meſſage from the lords informed the Houſe,” their Jord- 
ſhips had agreed to the vote of credit Bill, for twa millions. 
and a baff, withour any amendment. AJourned, 


committee of the whole Houle in the fic e i. 11 
1 he Houſe divided, | , 5 
es, (for it) e Fat 65.33 71 
ort, E the ee 5 * i | 
N n ; 43 7 7 56s FIRE þ+ * ** 1 1 
| Majority, Tr 2: 
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' PROTEST AGAINST THE VOTE OF CREDIT BILL. Jens 
PISA GUT, . ee See £1: 
I. ** Becauſe no vote of credit Wanne war, beon g ven 0 to 
the amount of more than gne myllion'z; wich vote of ctellit has alfe been ert. | 
«bly poſtponed. until a ſhort time be ole the riſing of peliament. * e | 
2. © Becyuſe this mode af granting ah to the crown is that which is at * 
vres to be regarded with thtgrextet jdilopſy, ad üg vl ta be ade ted when 
there is a reaſonable preſumptium that fumis of money, t which no preſent eſt: mate 
can be formed, /n:ay be indiſpenſably neceſſary for the + ublic ſeivice at a period 
"hep patliament is prorogued. 
J» ** Becautc 
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% 7 W ſum of two millions and a half granted by thi, 
Imi cannot be ſaid t to be voted on any ſuch preſumption, inſomuch, as from the 
early period of the ſeſſion, as well as from the ſtate of public buſineſs, there i is no 
proſpect or probability of a prorogation of Parliament taking place for ſome time to 
come, and whatſoever ſums may be wanted for the public ſervice during the ſitting 
0 parliament ought to be ſpecifically voted by parliament itſelf, and not loofely 
provided for by a general vote of credit. 

4. Becauſe the ſupplies for the year have been granted with an unprecedentes 
Bbcrality, and already amount to above twenty-four millions flerling ;. a ſun; 
fully equal to the utmoſt demands which his Majeſty's miniſters have Rated to be 
neceſſary for every expenditure which the national fervice requires. 

5. * Becauſe the extreme anx'ety of his Majeſty's miniſters to hurry this Bil 
through the two Houſes at fo early a period in the ſeſſion, and aſter ſuch very lib-- 
ral ſuppLes voted, Ic ads us to ſuſpect that this farther ſum of two millions and 2 
half is immediately wanted to diſcharge ſome ſecret debts which have been impro- 
perly contracted, or to defray the expence of ſome EEE project not calculated 
m mert the eye of parlament. 1 

6. © Becauſe to give ſo extenſive n in the _ is bo 
rial degree, to take from parliament, during the remainder of its fitting, the beſt 
ſecurity it paſſeſſes againſt the extravagance or corruption of miniſters; that confi. 
tu tional ſecurity which ariſes from the power to PTY and dire the application 
of the ſupplies demanded by the crown. \ 

7. Becauſe, although we ſhould. on e concei ve it to be our duty to 
. proteſt againſt ſuch a meaſure, we feel it more eſpecially to be ſo when we reflect 
u on the conduct of our adminiſtration wich whom the prefent Bill originates. 
The enormous ſums expended on ſervices ne not previouſly voted by parliament, ex- 
ceeds, within the laſt three years, all former example, and we cannot but lock 
upon the Bill in queſtion, as being a part of a ſyſtem which acts in contempt and 
in defiance of thoſe wholeſome ſorms and regulations, which the wiſdom of our 
anceſtors deviſed for the proteclion of the public purſe, againſt the encroachments 
of corrupt miniſters. We are diſpoſed to be liberal torvards the crowns: but we are 
bound te be juſt towards the peoples We maintain that the "moſt important duties of 
ferliament are overlooked when the ſupplies are granted before the ſervices are ex- 
Plained; and we ſolemnly proteſt againſt a meaſure which grants two millions and 
a half of d money for r which ate 2 ſecret from the Britiſh _ 


« LAUDERDALE.” 


0 HOUSE OF LORDS. 
MoxpAv, March 7. 


50% vet of credit Bill, avd all the ether Bills which were 


ready, were 2 by e e The commiſſioners 185 
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the lord Chancellor, the archbiſhop of Canterbury, and the 
duke of Dorſet, ; | 


GAME LAWS, 


The order of the day for entering into x committee on the 
Bill to amend the game laws, by altering the day from the 1ſt 
to the 14th of September, for ſhooting having been read. 

The Earl of . he ſhould oppoſe the Bill's going 
into a committee, he preamble of the Bill ated, that it, 
was to preſerve the ſtanding corn from miſchief, but noevi-, 
dence had been heard to ſupport the allegation of the Bill; nor 
were there any petitions, either on the table of that or the 
other Houſe, hating, that ſuch an alteration would conduce 
to the preſervation of the corn, Beſides the operation of the 
Bill was not to be extended to Scotland ; where the corn 
would undoubtedly be more likely to be uncut on the 1ſt of 
of September, than in the Southern parts of the iſland. Nei- 
ther did the remedy apply to all parts of England alike; ſince 
in ſome of the northern counties the harveſt was conſiderably 

later than the more ſouthern, For his own part, the earl 
aſſured their lordſhips he cared not if he never more took a 
gun in hand, or ate another partridge; but as he conceived 
the proviſions of this Bill to be nugatory and ineffectual, he 
did not ſee why gentlemen, without the ſtatement of any 
thing like an adequate reaſon, ſhould be deprived of their ſport 
for fourteen days, which this Bill would do. 

Marquis Totunſbend roſe to defend the Bill, and contended 
that the delay of fourteen days would be attended with great 
benefit; becauſe in that ſpace of time much corn would be 
cut, which otherwite might be ſtanding, and liable to in- 
jury Jones the ſportſman who took the field on the Iiſt of Sep- 
tember. a | 

The Earl of Lauderdale agreed with lord Derby as to the in- 
efficacy of the Bill, and complained particularly of its not ex- 
tending to Scotland. This, he ſaid, was a ſlander, in effect, 
upon his native country: it was inſinuating that a perſon 
might walk through the ſtanding corn of that country without 
treading it down. He declared if the Bill went into a com- 
mittee he ſhould deem it incumbent on him, to move a 
clauſe extending it to Scotland. 

Lord Thurlow ſaid he wiſhed thoſe noble lords who under- 
ſtood the game laws would inform them who did not pretend 
to be maſter of them, what human reaſon there could be for 
fixing on the iſt of September in particular, unleſs it was be- 
cauſe it was then ſuppoſed that the corn would be cut. If it 
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was not ſo, and the calculation was wrong, why not amend 
it? He had been informed, and he believed it to be ſo, that 
there was an act of parliament to prevent the ſporting in ſtand- 
ing corn. If there was not, why. not protect it by making it 
nal to do ſo? | 

The Earl of Derby declared, he would vote for any penalty 
in ſuch caſe. - 

Lord Mulgrave ſtated, that, in the part of the country to 
which he belonged, the gentlemen of the county had entered 
into aſfociations not to ſhoot till the latter end of September ; 
and that they had found the practice fo convenient, that they 
had renewed it. | 

Lord Thurlaw then ſuggeſted, that as there was a pro- 
ceeding inſtituted in the other Houſe upon the ſubje& of the 
game laws, it might be as well to defer the Bill for a ſhort 
time. | 

Lord Auckland coincided in opinion with the noble and 
learned lord, and declared that he had no objection to the poſt- 
poning the Bill for the preſent. His lordſhip ſtated that aſſo- 
Ciations had been entered into in his part of the country with 
a view to the ſame object that the Bill was calculated to ob- 
tain. 

The Duke of Norfolk ſaid, he was in the north laſt year, and 
the gentlemen there had alſo determined not to begin their 


ſport untill the 29th, of September; that agreement certainly 


was not ſo effectual as a legiſlative proviſion, Many perſons 
did refrain from ſhooting, but many others would not, and 
there was no compulſory method to ſtop them, The bulinels 
pending in the Houſe of Commons, was only a committee 
appointed to inquire ; and it was probable nothing would come 
from them, this year, to prevent it; therefore the crops of 
the preſent year being unprotected, he ſhould vote for the 


Bill. 
The Houſe divided, | 
Ayes, (for the commitment) I3 
Mees, (againſt it) I2 
Majority, I 


SHADWELL'S DIVORCE BILL. 


In the committee upon this Bill, | 
The Earl of. Lauderdale roſe, and, after admitting that Mr. 
Shadwell had behaved in a handſome and liberal manner to 


his wife by offering voluntarily to. ſettle 100l. a year on her 
he ſaid, that an allowance ſhould always be made to women 


who 
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who had reduced themſelves to an unfortunate ſituation, that 
they might not be driven tothe dreadful neceffity of going into 
the ſtreets and proſtituting themſelves for bread. This ought 
alſo to appear in the Bill, as a legiſlative enactment, as it was 
much more proper to be ſettled by the legiſlature than by col- 
lufion or connivance between the parties. He reſpected Mr. 
Shadwell for his conſiderate and liberal conduct, but for the 
reaſons he hadſtated, he ſhould introduce a clauſe of the nature 
he had deſcribed. 

The Earl of Hardwicke read a letter from Mrs. Shadwell's 
brother ſtating his complete ſatisfaction at the conduct of Mr. 
Shadwell, in offering toſettle 1071. a year on his ſiſter, 

Lord Thurl»w. in a ſpeech of great ſtrength of argument 
objected to the introduction of the clauſe, more eſpecially upon 
the ground of a general principle. Ifit was admitted upon a 
general principle, then their lordſhips ſtood bound in every 
caſe to make proviſion for an adultreſs, and it would render an 
inveſtigation into the fortune or circumſtances of the huſband 
neceſſary in order to judge to what degree he ſhould be taxed 
for the ſupport of the woman who had injured him. Since he 
had fat in parliament, his lordſhip ſaid, he had never. remem- 
bered a caſe where the huſband was more deeply or more ma- 
lignantly wounded than the preſent; and if ſuch a principle 
as the noble earl had ſuggeſted were once eſtabliſhed, it would 
be an encouragement to immortality and as groſs an act of 
injuſtice as the legiſlature could 2 adopt. It had been 
his lordſhip obſerved left to the diſſipation of modern times to af- 
ford proof that in certain caſes adultery with a married woman 
was ſettled before hand, on the condition, that the party pre- 
viouſly bound himſelf to marry her when ſhe ſhould be libe- 
rated by ſentence of divorce, Ought the woman in ſuch a 
caſe to carry part of her huſband's fortune into the arms of an 
adulterer? That would be a reward and incitement to the 
crime. If he were inclined to vote for a proviſion, it ſhould 
be under very reſtricted circumſtances ; that the wife ſhould be 
bound to live in a given ſituation, and the money not paid to 
her but to thoſe who ſupported her. The proviſion could 
{carcely ever be a matter of right in the woman who violated 


her conjugal vow, it muſt be matter of charity and conſider- 


ation in the huſband. And if ſhe had any claim in charity, 
it was not upon the huſband and friends whom the hadigjured; 
upon them the had the leaſt. Left it ſhould be ſuppoſed he 
was uttering any imperfect notion of his awn, he begged 
leave to add that he was ſupported by the law. In a diyorce 
6 menſd et tharo, for adultery, a Woman forteited her dower, 
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and indeed it was juſt ſhe ſhould; for ought ſhe to be allowed 
to claim the benefits ariſing from marriage, when, by- her 
baſe conduct, [ſhe had broken and violated the contract? 
There was alſo a great impropriety in their lordſhips deciding 
upon a cafe, which implicated the property of an individual, 
without evidence before them of the nature and extent of that 
Property, In fact, his lordſhip faid, he had long been of 
opinion, that if cafes of divorce had not fallen under the juriſ- 
diction of their lordſhips, who were liable to be canvaſſed 
and influenced by applications from their connections, which 
ought on no account to happen in matters of a judicial nature, 

ublic juſtice would in all ſuch cafes be better adminiſte ted. 
He therefore wiſhed, that ſome regular judicial court had the 
whole buſineſs ſubmitted to them by an enactment of the legi- 
Nature ; becauſe, before a tribunal of the fort he meant, fads 
and circumſtances could be inveſtigated with the temper, the 
deliberation, and the caution, that ought to accompany ſuch 
an inveſtigation. _ 

Lord Auckland ſaid, he perfectly agreed with the noble and 
learned lord, that the Houſe ought not to adopt any general 
rule reſpecting the queſtion in difcuTion. A moment's atten- 
tion would convince there lordthips that cafes may exiſt in 
which the woman divorced, would have a fair claim to a con- 
ſiderable proviſion: and yet their might be cafes in which it 
would be "improper to give to her by a legiſlative act any 
proviſion whatever. On the one hand, if it were clearly 
ane that a woman bringing an immenſe fortune to her 

uſband, had been ill treated by him to a degree, which though 
not ſufficient to juſtify her miſconduct, might much extenuate 
it; parliament certainly would not ſuffer a wife ſo circum- 
ſtanced to be utterly begoared and deprived of all her property, 
and to leave the whole of it in the hands of the huſband. On 
the other hand, if it were ſhewn that a woman married to a 
man of moderate fortune, had been led from her duty by ſome 
opulent ſeducer, who had given an independent provifion to 
her, the mere expoſition of the caſe would decide parliament 
not to interfere farther in her favour at the expence of her un- 
fortunate hufband. Various other ſeppoſitions might be 
ſtated, which would equa}iy ſhew that their lordſhips deciſion 
mutt depend on the circumſtantes of each particular caſe, He 
acknowledged that in forming that decifion, there was ſome- 
thing defective in the nature of their juriſdiction ; to a certain 
degree they were acting the part of jurymen with an inſut- 
ficient evidence of the fact, and, frequently, as in the preſent 


caſe, with an ex parte evidence, They were ſubject to — 
other 
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other obvious inconvenience ; they would recollect that it was 
a point in which the other Houſe of Parliament claimed and 
exerciſed a concurrent and independent juriſdiction : and it 
ſometimes might be ſuſpected, however unjuſtly, that their 
deliberations on theſe domeſtic buſineſſes mignt be ſubject to 
the influence of connections, and of paſſions and of parties. 
On the whole it was a branch in the legiſlative duty, of which 
he faw the impetfections ſo ſtrongly, that the heartily wiſhed 
to be relieved from it; and he would gladly concur in giving 
to the cccleſiaſtical courts a diſcretionary power, to adjuit the 
proper. maintenance in cates of divorce for adultery, in the 
ſame manner as they now adjult and order it in divorces for 
other cauſes. In the mean time the principle which guided 
his judgment was, that in caſes where no other maintenance 
remains to the woman, ſome moderate proviſion ſhould be 
aſſigned to her, varying in its extent according to the reſpective 
merits..or demerits and circumſtances of the parties: a pro- 
viſion certainly leſs than the would have been entitled to if 
ſhe had remained faithful to her huſband during his life, but 
ſtill ſufficient to preferve her from the alternative of famine or 
of proſtitution, In the preſent inftance ſome of their lord- 
ſhips ſeemed to be influenced by the knowledge, that the 
generoſity. of the offended huſband had already ſecured the 
proviſion deſcribed in the clauſe propoſed by the noble earl; 
and certainly if their lordſhips could have any regular cogni- 
zance of that fact, it would be deſcribed in a cafe fo bad as 
the preſent, to make no mention of the proviſion in a legiſlative 
act. He called it a bad caſe; and certainly it deſerved that 
epithet, though he could not adopt all the fentiments of the 
noble and learned lord, who had talked with great indignation 
and eloquence of the preſent caſe, as flagitious and abominable 
in an unexampied degree. It might be for the benefit of 
mankind to diſcourage and decry immorality and vice. Still, 
however, their lordſhips would not in their zeal for chaſtity 
overleap the lines of truth. He was far from being diſpoſed to 
become the apologiſt of the defpicable woman in queſtion, 
who. after twenty years marriage, had brought diſhonour on 
herſelt, and all its diſtreſſing conſequences on her huſband and 
a numerous family, Still, however, he muſt ſay, that the 
evidence before their lord{hips ſtated only that ſhe had been 
detected iu an adultery, and that after her detection, ſhe had 
written two letters entered upon their Jordſhips minutes ex- 
preſſive of the deepeſt penitence and contrition. Nothing had 
been proved to ſatisf y him that this woman's exiſting marriage 
ſettlement, Which gave to her 200l, a year in the event of 
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ſurviving her huſband, ought to be reſcinded by an act of par. 
lament, and at the ſame time that nothing ſhould be given 
to preſerve her from periſhing in the ſtreets, - Such would be 
the caſe upon the face of the law, though it happened to be 


_ privately known to many of their lordſhips that a proviſion had 


been made for her. So far as his individual vote was in 
queſtion, he felt himſelf obliged to give it on the ſtrict prin- 
ciple of order and juſtice, and not ſubje to the impreſſion of 
circumſtances, of which, as a lord of Parliament, he could 
not have any regular cognizance, 

Lord Mulgrave ſaid, it had always been his opinion that the 
unfortunate woman ſhould not be abandoned to want; but he 
could by no means admit the principle, that the huſband 
ſhould be compelled by the Houſe to make proviſion. 1: 
muſt always depend upon the circumſtances of the particular 
caſe, and could not be regulated by fixed principles, becauſe 
there might occur cafes in which the wife would be much to 
be pitied, and many others like the preſent, where no com- 

on was metited, 

The Duke of Bedford concurred in opinion with the Earl 
of Lauderdale, and thought proviſion ought to be made. If 
puniſhment was inflicted, it ought to be for the prevention of 
like tranſgreſſions, and not for the deſtruction of the offender. 
His grace appealed to the bench of biſhops, whether it was 
not more conſiſtent with the precepts of our religion to en- 
eourage contrition and a return to virtue, than by rigorous 
and mercileſs perſecution, to harden the mind of an oftending 
fellow creature, 

The Lord Chancellor agreed completely with Lord Thurlow 
in the propriety of making divorce the buſineſs of a judicial 
court; and heartily wiſhed the caſe were fo. Reviewing the Bill 
and its ſubject, he declared himſelf againſt any fpecitic clauſe 
in favaur of the woman, and enforced the reaſoning of Lord 
Thurlow by ſome ſtrong arguments. 

Lord Thurlonw roſe again, and with further reaſoning ſup- 
ported his objections to the propolition, of laying it down as a 
general principle that proviſion ſhould, under all circumſtances, 


de made for the wife in a divorce bill; he ſtated the nature 


of impoſing fines in caſes of miſdemeanour, and aſked if any 
one of their lordſhips could for a ſingle moment endure the 
idea of impoſing a fine upon a man who had been moſt cruelly 
injured, and under circumſtances of great atrociouſneſs, in 
the tendereft point poſſible; | 

Lord Grenville, who had entered the Houſe after the debate 
began, faid, there appeared to be two grounds for the preſent 
we queſtion 
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queſtion :- the public and general principle of the propriety of 
giving a proviſion in every caſe ; or from the particular cir 
cumſtanoes of the prefent caſe. If upon the firſt ground, it 
had better be diſcuſſed upon the adſtract principle, whether 
they ſhould make it an order of the Houſe not to entertain any 
divorce bill without ſuch a clauſe, He believed few of their 
lordſhips would endure it, if it came before them in ſuch a 
ſhape. 

Upon the particular grounds of this caſe, he ſaw no reaſon 
for the ſpecial proviſion : his lordſhip alſo coincided moft 
keartily with the two noble and learned lords reſpecting the 
py of making theſe Bills the matter of judicial deci- 

on. 

The Biſbyp of Rachefter declared his intention of voting 
againſt the clauſe, becauſe he thought the introduction of ſuch 
a clauſe as a = principle in all divorce bills, ex 
improper and highly unjuſt. His lordſhip ſaid, he conſidered 
the caſe upon which the Bill was grounded to be one of the 
moſt flagrant and injurious on the part of the Wife, that ever 
came before their lordſhips. 

The Committee then divided - nine and nine each fide. 
The chairman (Lord Walſingham) gave the caſting vote 
againſt the clauſe. Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monpay, March 7. 


The Houſe was ſummoned to attend in the Houſe of Lords, 
and the Speaker on his return informed the Houſe, that the 
Royal Aſſent had been given by Commiſſion to the Vote of 
Fix and Exchequer Loan Bill, and a variety of | private 

ills. 

The Woolvington, Gatesford, Carwardine, and Burleigh 
incloſures, and the Blackburn Roads Bills, were read a third 
ume, and paſſed, oh 


Mr. Feen prokeated a petition from a body of merchants 


engaged in the Weſt India import and export trade, in favour 
of the Bill for building wet docks in the port of London, 
Mr. Alderman Luſhington preſented, a petition from the 
leſſees of wharfingers, and another from the Cordwainers' 
Company, praying for counſel to be heard at the bar in their 


behalf againſt the Wet Docks Bill. | | 
| | The 
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The Lord Mayor preſented a petition from the Fiſhmongers' 
Company againſt the ſaid Bill. | ns 
The above petitions were ordered to lie on the table, 


APOTHECARIES” PETITION. 


General Smith moved, that the order for referring the apo- 
mecariesꝰ petition to a committee, for a Bill to prevent drug- 
giſts and others from preparing medicines, be read; it was 
read accordingly, and then the general moved that it be diſ- 
Charged. | 
Mr. Wilberforce ſaid he did not wiſh to diſcharge the order, 
unleſs ſome other regulation ſhould be ſubſtituted for the better 
preparation and fale of medicinal drugs, as ſome regulation in 
that point appeared abſolutely neceſſary. | 

Mr. H. Thornton faid, he underſtood from the Warden of 
the Apothecaries' Company, that they never agreed to ſend 
fuch a petition to the Houſe. 

After a few words from Mr. Dent, General Smith moved 
that the petition be rejected, which was agreed to without a 
diviſion: | 

TRENT AND MERSEY CANAL —& 

On the ſecond reading of the Trent and Merſey Canal 
Bill, a converſation took place between Mr. Curwen (who 
after having aſſigned a few reafons for ſo doing, objected to 
the Bill being ſent to a committee,) and Mr. H. Montague, 
Lord Belgrave, and Mr. Rider. It was urged that the canal 
would be a private grievance. This, Mr. Rider denied; 
and contended that the canal would become an object of na- 
tional importance, in conſequence of its communication be- 
tween Liverpool and Hull. | ITY 

Upon the ſecond reading of the Trent and Merſey Canal 
Bill, a diviſion took place. | 


Hes, (for the Bill 4 
Nees, (againſt it) | 38 
Majority, 38 


SLAVE TRADE ABOLITION PILL, 


Mr. Wilberforce ſaid, that he intended to introduce in 
the committee, for which he was about to move, alterations in 
the Bill. After paſſing through the committee, he would 
move that it be printed with ſuch alterations, and recommit- 
ted. He then moved © that the Speaker leave the chair.” 
General Smith oppoſed the Speaker's leaving the chair. 
The honourable gentleman, he faid, ought to delay the com- 
8 | mittee 
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nr nn and give the bill with the alterations he in- 
tended, | 
Mr. M. Montague obſerved, that it would be unuſual to 
fill up blanks or make amendments in a” Bill, prior to its be- 
ing ſubmitted to a committee; it was the very buſineſs of a 
committee. | | 
General Tarleton ſaid, if on a ſubject already ſo much diſ- 
culled, he offered a word, he hoped that from the peculiarity 
of his ſituation, he ſhould ſtand excuſed. That many claſſes 
of the working part of the community were deeply affected by 
the war could not be denied, and that the adoption of the mea- 
ſure before the Houſe would aggravate their diſtreſſes he 
ſincerely believed. A variety of articles of manufacture 
were made merely for carrying on this commerce, which ſup- 
ported numerous bodies of mechanics ; and, if it was aboliſh- 
ed, the means of their living would go along with it. The ' 
merchants of Liverpool had, he ſaid, at a great expence, built 
ſhips of a peculiar conſtruction for the convenience of the 
trade, and if the bill paſſed, theſe ſhips would lie uſeleſs on 
their hands; hence it would be incumbent on government, 
ſhould the Bill paſs, to indemnify them in their loſſes. The 


encouragement given to ſeamen by the Liverpool merchants 


was a great ſource of naval ſtrength and revenue to this coun- 
try, in having always expert ſailors ready, which was a mat- 


ter of no flight conſideration. Another circumftance he wiſh- - 


ed to remind the Houſe of was, that his Majeſty's miniſters 


gave commiſhons to _ gentlemen for raiſing black re- 


giments; and, ef the Bill paſting, theſe regiments would be 
All the flaves would be emancipated in the 


cmancipated. 
lands; and thus a total ſtagnation would take place in re- 


ſpect to the cultivation and trade of the colonies. All the 
negroes embodied in military ſervice, would never return to 


2griculture; and hence gentlemen who embarked large for- 


tunes in eſtates would be ruined, becauſe” they could not cul- 


tivate their lands. * 
The diſturbances in the Weſt Indies rendered the preſent 


period very unfit for the abolition. =» Phe war had greatly re- 
duced Weſt. india property; and the Bill, if paſſed, ouſd in- 
cvitably bring it to utter ruin. He wiſhed gentle men to con- 
ider the late of public affairs; and, if ey did, be thought 
they would find it unwile, at this moment, ig vote for the abo- 
tion. In the preſſure and great expences of the wir, it-: 


certainly, was unwiſe; he himſelf; would vote for the mea. 


- 


lure of a_gradual abolition. in peace, hen the preſent flutus 
other remarks on the ſtate af 


aon ſubſided. Aſter ſeve 
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our, colonial poſſeſſions, the General concluded by oppoſing the 


ſpeaker's leaving the chair. 


the queſtion, and contended. that the ,impolicy, and, mjuftice 
aboliſhing the Have trade at this moment were obvious,  $o 
far, he took it, from ſerving the cauſe of freedom and humanity, 
it would encourage. diſaffection and rebellion, and inſtead 
ot being any real advantage to the ſla ves themſelves, it would 
be a misfortune. 48 0 103 5 | 
Mr. Barham roſe to fate his decided opinion, reſpecting the 
abolition : were he ſilent, gentlemen, might perhaps ſay that 
he recanted; that he was. aſhamed of his former ſentiments, No 
hard words, no, inveCtives would deter him from doing what 
he conceived his duty. He challenged any gentleman in the 
Houſe, to ſhe the ſmalleſt wayering in his conduct. He was 
convinced, that the preſent Bill would not effect that aboli- 
lition at which they aimed, and it had ever been his idea, 
that the coming to any ſuch reſolution in that Houſe, would 
put the object they intended farther from. attainment, and make 
it more diſtant and difficult. Gentlemen, by ſuch a meaſure, 
would haz ard the ſęcurity, peace, and proſperity of the colo- 
njes; and probably excite, revolt and ebellian. He declared, 
he was ready to prove, by evidence at the bar of the Houſe, 
that the ſlave trade, as it at preſent exiſts,, was a mere non- 
min a gratuitous, riſe; and hence, at all events, there 
would be no end gained by the Bill. 
If he were ſpeaking to perſons chat had any experience 
of the iſlands. and the trade, he might ſpare himſelf the 
trouble of argument. But was it not ſurpriſing that gentle- 
men, ho all along exclaimed againſt the hard uſage of flaves, 
neyer thought it, worth while, to, viſit the colonies, to be cyc- 
witnelles of facts? They did not, follow. the example of the 
beyevolent Howard, wha always made it a rule to examine 
+ the bardſhips and ſulferings he fedreſſad, Ie wiſbed gentle · 
men, however, to modify the Bill; and after he ſaw their mo- 
difications, he would deliver his ſentiments more fully. Afew 
months, he was aware, would ſhew the impolicy and inutili- 
lity of the Bill; | gentlemen would, then ſee that they were 
wong. This, however, wquld be little, {atisfaQion tobe 
planters, when their properties eine deſtro ed. 
Mr. V,. Smith, ſaid, he would not follow, the, honourab!c 
gentleman who ſpoke. laſt through. every. topic: He would 
give one ſhort anſwer to his queſtion, why gentlemen did not 
viſit the Weſt India iſlands? Firſt, becauſe they were wel! 
engugh acquainted ith, die ſubject, winbout, raking fac 


Tag" 


— 
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trouble: ſecondly, becauſe gen were viaployed to more ad- 
vantage at home, The emen who took up the cauſe 
of the ſlaves in that Houſe fr om the beginning, did not want 
the abolition on the ground that were ill treated by the 
planters: Were they ever ſo mo y treated by their 4 Oy 
the trade itſelf ought not to be, for it could not, be allow- 
ed on any orinbiple of juſtice or humanity; \ If the honour- 
able gentleman proved that the ſtate of their flavery was bet- 
ter than the liberty of the poor of this country, that did not 
alter the cafe one iota, did not make it one whit better. The 
honourable gentleman might ſatisfy his own mind, and the 
minds of - friends, by u w 1 ſuch arguments; but he could 
not ſo eaſily alter the minds of others, who, from the outſet, 
ſtrove for ie abolition, fram the pureſt and moſt diſintereſted 
motives. He ought alſo to do ſuch gentlemen the juſtice 
to think, that they were ſincere in their e | 5 of 
the queſtion” of abolition, 

r. Bouverie declared, that his "pinion on this buſineſs 
had been always the ſame: He was at all times friendly to 
the abolition ; and ſurely, if the honourable gentlemen ( 
Barham) was ſincere in what he ſaid, namely, that the trade 
is now reduced to a non-entity, he need not be fo much a- 
verſe to the bill before che Houfe. 

Mr. Adding 52 8 ſaid, Ba, he oppoſed the Bill on the r 
of hiimanity : He thought the abolition would now be attends 
ed with dangerous conlequences. \ 

Mr, Milbank faid, he had only one reaſon for voting in 4 
vour of the Bill ; the men Who were the objects of it were 
ſlaves; a name odious to a Britiſh ear. The trade could not 
be contended for, could. not be tolerated, on conſtitutional 
grounds at any time; and hence, at all times, he would de- 
cidedly ſupport its abolition. © 

The queſtion then, for the Sp eaker's' leaving the chair, be⸗ 
ing fas che Houſe divided, and the N mat 

er, 7 | 


Moes, 7 int s 3h, | 


nn. 
: 
: 


The ec then . 305 ef committee of the 
whole Houle, Mr. Elliot in the chair. 

The period at which Mr. Wilberforce pr ofed that ihe 
uy ſhould be finally aboliſhed, Was bs rt of March 


1125 Dent objected and faid, that the period wat auch 0 | 


ſhort.” lt was'inrealityhittle more than eight months. This 
REED of appeared 
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appeared to him to be very important; the amount of the ex- 
portation and importation of this trade, and on that which 
it was connected with, was not leis than 10 millions of money. 
The Houſe ought to take great care upon this ſuhject, not to 
do any thing that might be injurious to the Weſt-India trade, 
and ſuch he was confident this meaſure would be, if adopted 
y the legiſlature | Loa Da 
Sir William Dolben declared he knew not by what fort of 
computation it was the honourable member diſcovered; that 
from March to March was only eight months. Indeed he 
did not fee what reaſon the friends of this trade had to com- 
plain of haſte in the abolition of it. They had reaſon to ap- 
prehend that abolition ſeven years ago. | 
Mr. Dent ſaid, the Bill and the whole of the proceeding was 
a diſgrace to this country. $0 long as Magna Charta re- 
mained, it would be a diſgrace to this country; he conceived 
that-the very principle of the Bill was hoſtile to the declaration 
of that great charter. It went alſo directly to annul the 
various proclamations that had from time to time, and even 
10 far back as the time of Oliver Cromwell, been iſſued in 
ſavour of the ſlave trade. This Bill was an immediate over- 
throw. of the rights of propert. eb 
Mr. Buxtm was of- opinion, that the flave trade was a diſ- 
race to this country. He was glad that Magna Charta had 
een mentioned, for it formed a ſtrong contraft to the ſlave 
trade. They formed between them a picture of the difference 
between ſlavery and liberty. US... 9 
Mr. Serjeant Adair faid, he had ſome concern for the repu- 
tation of Magna Charta, having often profeſſed, and as often 
felt, great veneration for'it. | He had read it over often, and 
he bad. never ſeen any- thing. in-it that profeſſed to favour the 
ſlave trade. If there was, it had eſcaped him in the courſe of 
many readings, and he would be thankful to the honourable 
member to point out to him the paſſage in Magna Charta 
wherein the ſlave trade was acknowledged. This was, in- 
deed, a diſgrace to the nation, as the honourable gentleman 
had ſaid; but it was not the abolition, it was the continuance 
of the traffic which created this diſgrace, "The committee 
would now proceed in the bill before them, if they had any 
regard for the ſenſe which the Houſe itſelf had already de- 
clared upon that ſubjec. - 2493} 
Mr. Dent ſaid, he would repeat it, that the proceeding was 
a diſgrace to this country, and contrary to one of the expreſs 
declarations of Magna Charta, the words of that charter were, 
« That right ſhall neither be ſold, delayed, or denied. 065 5 
* * N | ne 
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be would aſk whether, if this Bill paſſed, right would not be 
ſold, delayed, and denied? What was the committee now do- 
ing? Selling, delaying, and denying the rights of the Weſt 
India merchants and planters. The Houſe of Commons had 
palled ſeveral refolutions on this trade, theſe reſolutions were 
now before another Houſe? Would the committee reflect on 
the indelicacy of carrying up to the lords, a Bill upon this 
ſubject, before their lordſhips came to any determination upon 
the former reſolutions ? Fo | FR bt 
Mr: Serjeant Adair recollected perfetly well the paſſage iff 
Magna Charta, to which the honourable member allu 


and he thought the paſſage applicable to the Bill now before tis 


committee. That right ſhould neither be ſold, delayed, or 
denied. But, before we talk of right, we muſt (ſaid the Ser- 
jeant)eſtabliſh the exiſtence o that right. He denied the exiſtence 
of our right to enſlave others: he knew of no origin to the right 
flavery in this country; he knew of no power that the legiſ- 
lature of this country had to protect the ſlave trade; and he 
muſt proteſt againſt the authority, if any ſuch there was, for 
that protection. He agreed, however, that right, in this caſe, 
was ſold, delayed, and denied: right was ſold when the Afri- 
cans were ſold; right was delayed whet® the abolition of the 
ſtave trade was delayed; right will be denied when the legiſ- 
lature of this country ſhall tefuſe to put an end to that traffic 
which creates miſery and promotes murder. e cel 

General Smith laid he ſhould oppoſe this Bill in every 
ſtage; and he was convinced it would never paſs yito a law. 


Ihe queſtion for the commencement of the Bill on the 


firſt of March, 1997, was put and carried. 

Me. Milberſorce then propoſed a clauſe to ſubject thoſe who 
ſhall, in que ſorm of law, be” convicted of carrying on this 
trade againſt this act, to tranſportation” to Botany Bay, or 
eſſewhete, for 14 years. Agreed to by the committee, 

He then brought up a great number of other clauſes which 
were agreed to. nr 


The Houſe being reſumed, the report was received imme- 


diately, and ordered to be taken into conſideration this day 
* and the Bill, with the amendments, was ordered to 
prinad f | cod 210199 d 20 et be won duo 


The Secretary at Mar brought up an eſtimate of batracks 
intended to be built, together with the probable * expehce or 


erecting them. Ordered to be laid on the table, ad to be 
printed. or nad ore tna er 103 ond £ 


Mr. Sergent brought up an aceount of the unprovided ſer- 


vice belonging to the office of ordnance, "Ordered? to be laid 
on the table, and to be printed. =y 
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April next.—Ordered. Adjourned. 
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Sir William Dethen moved to diſcharge the order of the day 
for a committee of the whole Houſe, on Friday next, on the 
Slave carrying Bill, and to appoint it for Thurſday the 7th of 


HOUSE OF LORDS. u 
Tossa, March gg. 


| Heard counſel in a Scotch appeal, Archibald and J 
Robinſon, ver ſus J. Laird, of Greenock. | | a 
Read ſeveral private Bills. Adjourned, 


1 1 ˙*¹ Nr * 


HOUSE, OF COMO Ns. 

f on Mopar, March 8. & tf II 

A committee was appointed to conſider the Turnpike Acts, 
and make a report. 


The amount of taxes was preſented ; ordered to be printed, 
and ſie on the table, ES, n 
Ni Canal Bill was reported, and ordered to lie on 
A number of petitions were preſented againſt the Bill for 
eftabliſhing Wet Docks at Wapping, praying, taat the pe- 
titioners may be-heard by their countel. Three, petitions 
war prefentes in favour of the Bill. an A F 
derman Luſbington moved, that the order of the. day for 
taking into conſideration the 13th. and 14th Geo. III. for the 
purpoſe” of eſtabliſhing turnpike roads, be now diſcharged. 
He ſaid, he did not mean, by this proceeding, to relinquiſh 


the meaſure, as he wiſhed to embrace other important objects 


than thoſe which occurred to him when firſt he brought for- 
ward the buſineſs. The gardens near the metropolis were of 
ſo much impertance in providing the town with vegetables, 
that the proprietors were well entitled to the attention of the 
Houſe. He had juſt learned, that theweighing their waggons 
was attended with great inconvenience; he had, therefore, 
meant to exempt Waggons, with wheels of certain dimenſions, 
bringing vegetables to the metropolis, from being weighed, 
OB RAY ing a. double tax; his next object was to extend a ſimi- 
lar exemption to carts and waggons going from the metropolis 
with manure; and his third object was that of encreaſing the 
revenue of the turnpikes, by which means the public roads 
would be improved and made better than they are at preſent. 
The order of the day Was accordingly diſcharged. * e 
205 ; e 
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The honurable member next moved, that leave be given to 
bring i in a Bill to amend. and explain ſuch parts of the act of 
the 1 3th and rgth:of Geo. III. as related to the i ment 
of turnpike roads. Leave was accordingly granted; and the 
members for London and Middleſex were ordered to prepare 
and bring in the ſame. | 

An account of the net produce of the Taxes upto the 5th 
ſanuary, 1796, was preſented at the bar, and 2 to * 
laid on the table. 5 

WET. DOCKS BILL, | 

The order of the day for the ſecond reading of this Bil, 
having been moved and read: 

The Lord Mayor laid, he wiſhed that this Bill ſhould be. 
put off for_a few days; and, he hoped, the reaſon he ſhould 
tate for it would be We as would appear ſatisfactory to the 
Houſe, and to the honourable gentleman who brought in the 
Bill. The city of London had taken the ſub) ect fully into 
conſideration, and a plan was at this time aQually 3 in — 
etion, Which, he believed, would be found to anſwer ey 
purpoſe of accommodation, both to the pubs and ta in- 
dividuals. This plan would very ſpeedily be produced; and, 
therefore, he hoped, that the preſent Bill would not be prefied | 
forward precipitately, and "truſted, that the honourable gentle- 
man who had introduced the Bill, would agree with him ia 
the propriety of a ſhort delay. | 

Mr. 3 faid, that after what had fallen from the 
worthy he certainly felt himſelf bound not to 
oppoſe wy cy, rang Mod had been requeſted” upon ſuch fait 

grounds, As far, therefore, as he was intereſted in the buſi- 
"els, he ſhould-pove his confihe to peſtjoos the Bill for a few 
days, until the plan ewe by the W magiſtrate could 
be produced and examined 

The ſecond readin ing of the- Bill was then, by e 
ſent, put off till Wedneſday the 16th 12 


CONTROVERTED ELECTION BA. ah... 

The Bill to amend and explain certain ſtatutes, FER 
trying the merits of petttions in caſes of controyerted | 
went through a committee,” aud. tlie blanks were filled up. 

The report was received, and ordered to OP ROME and 
taken into conhideration that day ſe night. 


HIGH-PRICE or CORN. 


Mr. — from thie ſelect e nds 25 
appointed to take into conſideration the preſent high pr 
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corn, and to collect evidence relative thereto, and to report 
the fame from time to time, with their opinion thereupou, to 
the Houſe 3 that the committee had further confidered the 
matters to them referred, and had come to ſeveral reſolutions, 
which they had directed him to report to the Houſe; and he 
read the report in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at 
the table, where the refolutions of the committee were read, 
and agreed to by the ae and are r Viz. | 


« Rx$s0LYED, 
That every miller ſhould be obliged to keep a pair of ſcales and weiglits in his 
mill. 
That the inſf ectors appointed by an act, made in the 35th year af the nign 
of his preſent Majeſty, intitutled, © An act for the more effectual prevention of the 
< uſe of deſective weights, and of falſe and unequal balances,” ſhould have the 


power of examining weights and ſcales uſed by millers, and to ſeize all ſuch as ſhall be 


found defective; and that all millers making uſe thereot ſhall be liable to the ſame 
penalties as are inflicted by the ſaid act on perſons uling falſe weights and ſcales. 

6 That every perſon ho (hall bring corn to a mill to be ground ſhall be en- 
titled to have the ſame weighed in his preſence, and to have the produce thereof 
weighed before he takes it away. / 

That it is expedient that-millers ſhould, if-required, FR to return all 
the produce of the corn brought to be ground (with. the deduction of the toll, i in 
cafes where toll is taken) ſo as to make up an equal weight with the grain brought, 
except ſuch diminution thereof as ſhall be occaſioned by waſte in grinding. 

© That millers ſhould be obliged, in caſe they dreſs the corn brought to them, 
to return in like manner, if required, all the produce of the corn brought to be 
ground and dreſled ( with the deduction of the toll, in caſes where toll is taken) ſo 
as to make up an equal weight with the grain brought, except ſuch diminution 
thereof as ſhall be occaſioned by waſte in dreſſing as well as in gritding; x 

* Thar it is expedient that no milter-ſhouttbe allowed to demand any toll in 
kind for grinding corn, but ſhould be obliged to receive, in Heu thereof, a payment 
in money, except in caſes where the peculiar, rights of mills have been, or may 
be, eſtabliſhed by law, , i. 

& That every miller, except as above excepted, mould be obliged to ſet wp, is 
2 coriſpicuous part of his mill, and renew, when necelary, a ditin&t and legible 
| 2 in ny in which the frei operation of his N ny to 
be performed. 

6 That chen any perſon tA! bring con to. a miller to he 1 ſha 


nat have, money to pay fot grinding the ſame, fuch miller may, with the conſent 


of the perſon bringing the fame, take ſuch quantity of the corn ſo to be grouud 

as ſhall'be of equal Value to the anbgey he may demand for grinding the ſame. 
« Hit it's exfledic nt te to give power to, magliſtrates to Cxercile a fummary 

juriſiQtgn for eaforcing the before mentioned relations deri Au 
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„ OnDERED, 
That a Bill be brought in upon the ſaid reſolutions ; and that Mr. Rider 
and Sir Francis Baſſet do prepare, and bring in, the ſame. 
a | PEWTER POTS. . 


Mr. Fox moved, that the order, made upon the 26th day 
of February laſt, * That leave be given to bring in a Bill to 
« prevent the ſecreting, purloining pewter pots, and other 
« yeſlels, belonging to perſons retailing malt or other liquors, 
« within. the limits to be therein mentioned, might be read. 
And the ſame being read accordingly z it was moved and or- 
dered that the ſaid order be diſcharged. | 

Leave was then, upon motion, given to bring in a Bill to 
prevent the ſecreting, purloining, or deſtroying, of pewter 
pots, or other veſſels, belonging to perſons retailing malt 
liquor, within the limits therein mentioned, which Bill was 
brought in and read a firſt time. | 


MULLIN'S DIVORCE. 10 


Counſel was heard, and evidence examined, in ſupport of 
this Bill, which went through a committee. 


WARWICK AND BRAUNSTON CANAL BILL, 


A converſation aroſe upon the ſecond reading of the Bill, 
between Mr. Jaddrell, Mt. Powys, and Mr. Hawkins Browne, 


aſter which the Houſe divided, 
Ayes, : "—_—— * 28 
Noes, - en 


The other orders of the day were then diſpoſed of, and the 
Houſe adjourned. | Werl — 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
TrvzsDay, March 10. * 
Lord Walſingbam, chairman ot the committee on the Bill 
to enable Lord Temple, ſon to the Marquis of Buckingham, 
and Lady Eliza Brydges, to execute marriage ſettlements, 
they being minors, brought up, the report. His lordſhip ſaid, 
that though by the 94th order of the Houſe, it was neceſſary 
that the parents or guardians of the parties ſhould attend per- 


ſonally before the committee to give their afſent, The order 


had been complied with by all, except Mr. Juſtice Buller, 
who was abſent upon the circuit: he ſhould therefore move 
that the order be diſpenſed wit. 


Vox. III. 1796. o 
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Lord Thurletu oppoſed the motion as irregular, it being ne- 
cellary to give two days notice before a ſtanding order can be 
moved to be diſpenſed with. His lordſhip. laid, that the ſtand- 
ing orders of the Houſe ought to; be held ſacred, ſince they 
were not framed on light grounds or to ſult a particular caſe, 
ut upon principles of general expediency, and prudence. It 
the ftaiding order in queſtion. was diſpenſed with upon this 
6ecalion, it might upon any other; and then to What uſe 
was it to have a ſlandigg order on their journals? In this 
caſe he thought it wholly unneceſſary as well as highly impro- 
Pef, 2 Nl. füſtice Buller would hot be long upon the circuit. 
The Lord Chancellor, Lord Walſingham, the Earl of Caer- 
arten, and the Marquis of Buckingham, ſpoke ſhortly in 
ſupport of the motion, and Lord Thurhw fnvated a deſign 
to move that the ſtanding order be taken into conſideration, 


o 


and the Tords ſummoned. | | 
Atlength the firſt motion was withdrawn, and the Bill was 
ordered to be engroſted. Adjourned. ' 


= . 89 * , : 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Thornton Inc loſc te, Mullin's Divorce, Dunchurch Roads, 
Yarmouth Roads, = Macclesfield. Incloſure Bills, and the 
Expiring Laws Bill, were read a third time and paſſcd. Alſo 
the Militia Pay Bill. N 

Sir Watkin Lewes brought up a Bill for the repeal of the 
acts E the ae relative to the militia of the 
City of London, aud. ſubſtitutin er -praviious. and tegu- 
ee of - 
Bill was read a firſt time, and ordered to bè read 2 ſecond 
time on Monday next... | 

Mr. H. Major broight up a Bill for allowing coſts to pro- 
ſecutors and witneſſes at the diſcretion of the court, in caſcs 
Fru of ſelony. The Bill was read a 
FINANCIAL SFAFE OB THE NATION: 
Mr. Grey roſe, in conformity tb His notice, to call the atten- 
tion of the Houfe to the Nate af the nation, and ſaid however 
differences of opinion had prevailed” in Europe, and decided 
mens minds in yations ways on this war, and gn the juſtice of 
the cauſe in which we, in alliance with others, were engaged; 
on the principſts which were alledged to be the foundation cf 
our conduct, a variety of opinions Bad, it was NL, been 
& ag , 0. Ie N , O00 entettaine 
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entertained upon the ſubject. Be that as it might, and be 
the opinion of the war on our part what it would ! it muſt be 
acknowledged on all hands, in whatever, view it was taken, 
that the {ituation of this country was a ſubject of the firſt im- 
portance. Our ſituation was ſuch as the moſt ſanguine could 
not look at with confidence of ſecurity, We were in a ſitua- 
tion-which was likely ſoon to lead us to life or death. Next 
to that providence in whoſe hands were all life and death; the 
care, the vigilancey the firmneſe, the patriotiſm, and integrity, 
or the remifſnels, neglect, and corruption of thoſe whom the 
people have choſen as the guardians of their liberties and the 
{tewards of their fortune, would tend to: decide the fate of the 
country, In that ſituation, and under that impreſſion, it was, 
that ne called upon the Houle for the diſcharge of that duty 
which the conſtitution had veſted in them, and which they 
coul i not omit to perform without a breach of the truſt they 
held. He therefore muſt ſolicit their attention to what he 
ſhould have the honour to lay before them, as circumſtances, 
in his opinion, deſcriptive of the ſtate ot this nation. * 
In entering into this important ſubjech a ſubject ſo much 
beyond his abilities to do juſtice to, in its. fulleſt extent, he 
felt conſiderable diſeouragement in referring to his experience 
of the conduct of the mimiſter, and the majority of that Houſe, 
for the laſt three feflioms of parliament. Not was he at all 
relieved in looking around him that day, as he peceived but a 
tuin attendance, and feated that many members of parlizmetit 
did not think it worth their while to leave their dinners in 
order to look into the ſituatior of their country, Under theſe 
diſcouragements he could. not ſay that his hopes of ſucceſs were 
languinez but, as he felt his duty to be important, and fuch 
as he could not in honout fotego he muſt endeavour to diſ- 
charge it. A right honourable friend of his had laſt year made 
2 motion for a committee toingquire into the ſtate of the nation. 
He was impreſſed at that time with” the danger with which this 
country was threatened. ' He took as he was well qualified to 
take, a general view of the ſituation, and of all the ciremmZ 
itances of this country. He emerech into the principle, and 
examined the conduct of the war, He went into an inyeſti- 


gaion of all our concetus foreign and domeſtie. He entered 


ao into à comprehenſive view of the fituation of our 
enemies, and took a large view of all theſe ſubjects. He 


was well qualified to do ſo. Humbler, Me. Grey ſaid, 


thould be his efforts, as humbler were his abiltties; he ſhould 


therefore be ſatisfied to call to the recollectian of the Houſe 
lome of the general arguments af his right honourable friend, 
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and to take for himſelf a narrower part in the diſcuſſion of the 
ſubject. Should he ſucceed in the motion which he intended 
to ſubmit that night, he ſhould-hereafter have other topics to 
bring forward, and more particularly than all, the circum- 
ſtances of the expedition to the Weſt Indies, notice of the 
diſcuſſion of which had been already, given by an honourable 
friend of his (Mr. Sheridan) a notice which he hoped he would 
not forget to attend to. | an 70 1/0heh due 
The Houſe of Commons are in a peculiar manner the guar- 
dians of the public purſe, and ſuſtaining this conſtitutional 
character, it is a duty immediately incumbent on them to 
watch carefully the expenditure of the public money, and to 
attend to the reſources of the country. One thing which re- 
garded that Houſe, and on which he expected an acknowledg- 
ment from all ſides; whatever might be their opinion of the 
cauſe of our preſent ſituation; that ſituation (itſelf it was im- 
portant to know. Another acknowledgment which he ex- 
_ pected was this, whether this country is to continue the war, 
which, in his opinion, was an event melaucholy beyond ex- 
ample, or were to look for an event which muſt be to all 
good men deſirable, a ſpeedy peace; it was extremely neceſ- 
ſary for us to know the extent of our reſources; when we 
looked at our diſtreſſes, and all the calamitous circumſtances 
with which we were ſurrounded, no man could think of deny- 
ing the neceſſity of our WEE acquainted with our fitu- 
ation, Without the ſtricteſt and the moſt rigid economy 
we could not go on, even ſuppoſing the great blefling of 
ace to be arrived. We could not go on at a rate of expence 
of cighteen millions, year after year, without great exertions, 
and without the ſtricteſt attention to our finance. When be 
talked of peace it was neceſſary he ſhould add, that whenever 
peace be made it ſhould be made ſo as to remove, as much as 
poſſible, all grounds of jealouſy; without attention to that ob- 
je, we could not even, upon a concluſion of a peace, be ſaid 
to be in a ſtate of ſafety; while miniſters of ſtate had the frail- 
ties of men about them, we could not expect perfection in 
their conduct, any more than in the conduct of other human 
beings. Still leſs did he expect it from his Majeſty's preſent 
miniſters. Thoſe miniſters had already declared their willing- 
neſs to treat on ſuitable terms, with the preſent government of 
France, and he truſted that miniſters would never object to 
treat with France on juſt and reaſonable terms; he would add, 
that he hoped we ſhould be able to treat with the French repub- 
lic; but in treating we ſhould recollect that in all probability, 
the French government will pay in future' great attention p 
the 
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the improvement of her marine. This he mentioned merely 
to expreſs the ſtrong {ſenſe hien he entertained of the neceſſity 
of our providing, if poſſible, againſt the future growth of jealouſy 
between powers. In looking to the reſt of Europe, there was 
in the notth an active, increaſing. and ambitious. potentate, 
(Ruſſia) whoſe views of naval agyrandizement were apparent, 
and who only, it was obvious, had entered into the war, to 
raiſe nerielt by the great depreſſion of other powers. That. 
therefore, would be an additional call upon us to keep up and 
increaſe our naval ſtrength, and by no means a call unworthy 
of conſideration. Without going, however, into the general 
policy of Europ? (which could not be well admitted in a dehate 
like this,) be ſhould take a ſhort view of the ſtate of the 
navy, the army, and the ordnance, and other ſubjects, as 
they were connected with the circumſtances of this coun 

with regard to its ſinance. Having then premiſed thus much 
generally, he ſhould now proceed to the particular object of 
his preſent motion. We were now in the fourth year, and 
had ſome knowledge of the expence of three years of the pre- 
ſent war. In taking the eftimates for theſe three years, ſet- 
ting the fourth out of the account, we had added ſeventy ſeven 
milligps to the capital of our funded debt. Inorder to provide 
for the intereſt of this ſum, new taxes muſt be impoſed, to the 
amount, of 2, C600, ol. He was not at preſent ſpeaking of 
the unfunded debt; of that he ſhould have ſome words to ſay 
hereaſter. He was ſtating a plain, ſimple, intelligible fact, 
when he ſaid we had added ſeventy- ſeven millions to out debt. 
When the Houſe compared this war, with the war of hity-ſix, 
he truſted. they would ſee it called upon them, and that they 
would find it would be a duty to examine into this expence, 
and to ſee whether ſome of it had not been improperly incurred. 


However, before he proceeded furthet upon this ſubject, he 


thought it was neceſſary for him to claim ſome allowance and 
indulgence with regard to himſelf. He had nat been able to 
make himſelf completely acquainted with, every. part, of the 
ſubject, and thereſore, if he .fell into. miſtakes, always pro- 
teſting againſt all intention of miſeſtating, he hoped the Houſe 
would overlook it. Perhaps he ſhould be under the neceſſity 


of addreſſing the Houſe again in reply or in explanation. 


Having laid in this ground for accidental, inadvertency of 
error, and claimed the indulgence of the Houſe to alluw him 
to explain, if neceſſaty, Mr. Grey ,proceeded to ſtatę the 
various ſums, of which the ——— debt of ſeventy - ſc ven 
millions was compoſed, as they ſtood in the three per cents. 
and four per cents. &c, which in all amounted tg. the ou be 
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had already Rated. He ſaid that this debt, when compared with 
the ſervice performed while it was accumulating, was of fuch 
enormous magnitude as to demand the ſcrupulous inveſtigation 
of that Houſe, | The war was certainly calemitous beyond ex- 
ample, it was alſo extenſive to an extreme degree, when, how. 
ever, he compared it with former wars, he muſt confeſs he was 
unable to find a juſt cauſe for this vaſt expence. If we looked 
at the war of King William, this in extent or importance 
could not be equal to that. He knew there were ſome ready 
to declare, that in point of importance the preſent. was equal 
to that to which he had juſt alluded. What were we contend- 
ing for then? Had we not then our religion and conſtitution 
at ſtake, and was not the ſphere of operation as; wide. as the 
energies of the country, could make it. Our all was, there- 
fore, equally in peril then as at preſent, and our exertions to 
preſerve it were equally varied and extenſive. When life is 
at ſtake, the natural. inſtinct of ſelf-defence calls forth every 
power, and it matters not whether exiſtence. is endangered 
by means more or leſs cruel. Hence how futile the objection 
ol thoſe who ſaid, that if, in William's time, our religion and 


conſtitution had been deſtroyed, we ſhould have had leſs to 


fear, from what would have been eſtabliſhed than what we 
mould in caſe of ſuch a calamity at preſent. . In both cales 
the political and religious eſtabliſhments are equally dear and 
equally in danger. The principles and objects of boch wars 


are ſimilar, and the field of operations as extenſive, and the ex- 


ertions as great. | 


To come, however, to very recent times, let us compare, 


for inſtance, the expences of the preſent War with thoſe of the 
American war, when we were obliged to keep up, or rather 
by the ill advice and bad policy of his Majeſty's then adviſers, 
we did keep up a very large army; let us compare the ex- 
pence of that war with the preſent, and we ſhould find there 
was nothing whatever to jultity the preſent enormous pro- 
fuſion. It would appear that the preſent war was beyond the 
American war in expence to a degree that might, perhaps, 
aſtoniſh the Houſe, moſt of the members of which were ac- 
quainted, in ſome degree, with the profuſion that then pre- 
vailed. We were in tnat war nearly matched with all Europe, 
beſide the vaſt. and diſtant continent of America. In the lat- 
ter place, we had an army of 40, 00 men, at the ſame time 
we ſupported, a vigorous war in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, and 
at Gibraltar braved the united. forces of France and Spain; 
yet in ſix years of ſuch a war, conducted with acknowledged 
prodigaiity aud laviſh profuſion, we only incurred a _ of 
| | xy 
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ſixty-three millions. We have in this exceeded that war of 
recorded profuſion and acknowledged prodigality, by fourteen 
millions, for we had added to the capital of our debt ſeventy- 
ſeven millions. He knew he ſhould be told that great ex- 

nee mult neceflarily follow ſuch a war as this. He admit- 
ted it. But then he muſt contend that ſuch expence called 
upon the Houfe of Commons to examine it, to compare its 
amount with the ſervices performed in it, and to compare both 
the ſervice and amount of debt with thoſe of former wars. In 
doing this he ſhould like the Houſe to enquire into the amount 
of the grants of parliament from time to time, and to enquire 
what ſums had been expended from time to time, over and 
above ſuch grants. He ſhould take a view of theſe ſubjects; 
in ſtating which he was aware he was liable to errot, but he 
moſt proteſt again againſt any intention to mis- ſtate facts. 

For the laſt three years, therefore, ſpeaking in round numbers 
to avoid confuſion, he ſhould ſtate that there was incurred for 
the navy fifteen millions, two hundred thouſand pounds ; for the 
army N millions, fix hundred thouſand pounds; for the 
ordnance ww» millions, fix hundred thouſand  paunds ; in all, 
about thirty-five millions, four hundred thouſand pounds. Theſe 
were all ſums voted upon eſtimate; the real 'expence was 
much greater. This ſum was ſo infinitely greater than any 


that had been voted for the different ſervices during the ſame 


period in any former war, that he could not help 1 the 
attention of the Houſe to it in particular. After the Houſe 
had granted to the Miniſter every thing he aſked, they would 
perhaps be, aſtoniſhed when they found that, in addition to 
this, enormous ſums of money had been expended without 
eſtimate, without notice, and without the conſent of prriia« 
ment. The firſt article which called for the attention of the 


Houſe was that of the navy, and he wiſhed to remind them of 
the principle which the miniſter avowed long "5% with regard 
em 


to the navy debt. The right honourable gentleman was mi- 
niſter in the year eizhty-two, and in that character muſt be 


ceemed the King's adviſer, and therefore 'reſponſtble” to thar 


Houfe for the tenor of the King's ſpeech at that time. In 


cighty-two the ſpeech from the throne conveyed to parliament 


certain ſentiments upon the navy debt, in which his Majeſty, 
aftet taking notice of the great ine reaſe of public debt during 
the war, The to parliament his deſire, that an eſtabliſhmens 
ihould be made with regard to future debt, which ſhall im- 
prove the mode of payment, and recommends to their atten« 
don the Rate of the debt of the navy and ardnance ; the dif 
| ; | . 1 + , «a — * 7 count 
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count upon navy bills having proved that the meaſures which 
had been formerly adopted were ruinous expedients. Having 
read the paſſage o' the King's ſpeech, which related to this 
part of the ſubject, Mr. Grey oblerved, that this fpeech muſt 
certainly be taken to convey the ſentiments which the miniſter 
then entertained upon this ſubjet, Indeed, he had himſelf 
confirmed it in eighty- three: for when he aſked for a loan of 
four millions, five hundred thouſand pounds, he faid he had 
made ample proviſion for an extenſive ſcale of expence. He 
made a pledge to the Houſe, at the beginning of the war, 
that as far as he was able he would keep down that which 
was uſually called the extraordinary of the navy, and that he 


would prevent the accumulation of unfunded debt as it had 


been ſuffered to accumulate in former wars. He wiſhed this 
ſubject, therefore, to be fairly diſcuſſed between the miniſter 
and himſelf. How ſtood the caſe? Having received an eſti- 
mate beyond all the liberality and even the profuſion of for- 
mer parliaments, having carried extraordinary expences fur- 
ther than ever had been known in the ſame length of time in 
any former war in our hiſtory, the ſum expended beyond the 
eſtimate was enormous. In making theſe obſervations, he 
repeated his declaration, that he was by no means confident 
he thould be quite accurate, but he ſhould fate them as they 
appeared to him. By the account upon the table the navy 
debt was ſtated to be ten millions, ſeven hundred and eighty- 
cight thouſand pounds; te this muſt be added other Ninn, 
and it would appear that the exceſs of expenditure beyond the 
votes would amount to thirteen millions, ſeven hundred 
thouſand pounds. "This he would fay was fo extravagant, 
and ſo much beyond all example, as to call for the immedi- 
ate attention of that Houſe. No man felt greater pride than 
be did in thinking of the ſuperiority of our navy. When, 
hawever, he compared the force of that navy with the force 
of the enemy it had to contend with, he muſt ſay that the 
ſum expended upon that article, valuable as it was, was ex- 
travagant beyond all example. When we had met the enem 

at ſea, he was proud to fay, our ſuperiority had been decided, 
but if we looked at the general diftribution of our ſtrength, 
we had no reaſon to be ſatisfied. We had not received that 
advantage which might have been expected, nor had our trade 


at any period, or in any war, been fo ill protected. 


An enquiry upon the ſubject had been moved in that Houſe, 
which the right honourable gentleman had reſiſted, but it had 
compelled him to make certain changes and 3 
$3.43 | ˖ 
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that department o, and he. w to hear that ſince thoſe 
arrangements, there had — 4 reaſon for complaint in that 
partment... He could not, however, help comparing what, 
bad been done by our mazitime power in the preſent war, 
with our nayal exertions in the American war, when we had fa. 
many enemies ta contend with, and thaſe much more power», 
ful in that roſe tha qur, preſent enemy. | | 
that the Britiſh trade had been much more ſubject to depreda- 
tion in the, preſent conteſt than in any other, although a greater 
ſum of money had been voted for the navy in this war than in 
any former. war. With zegazd ta the army we were not in a 
better ſituation. All the axtraordinary expence for the army 
aboye the eſtimate exceeded nine millions, and the vote of 
credit heſides was more than e chat of any 1. — period. 
In elucidation of. this part of his ſuhject, Mr. Grey entered 
into various calculations, and maintained, that the whole ſum 
expended. under this head, nog. (pecifially. voted for that pur- 
pole, amounted in reality to upwards, of fourteen millions, 
and over which, (peaking upon principle, parliament bad no 
controul, far the items not been prev iouſly ſubmitted ta. 
pat llameht. 2-7 2306-8 13 & n 
He then, proceeded to ſhew that this ſyſtem, although gever 
carried to any thi 
bated in the adminiſtration of Leid North. He had another, 
authority ſog teprobating this ſyſtem; it had been expreſsſy 
reprobated in the report of a committee, of that Houſe in 
eighty- two, of, which committee Lord Cameltard was chair 
man, and the preſent Chancellor. of the Exchequer himſelf 
a member. Notwithſtandiug, however, the right bonourable 
gentleman had reprabated. that ſyſtem. then, he had fince added 
upon it to an extent beygnd all profligacy in any former ad- 


miniſtration. He. had hitherto compared the miniſtet's _ | 
> How 


only with the adminiſtration ot Lord North; he mu 
refer back to former wars, and although the expence of war 


mult be encreaſed- in proportion as all the articles conſumed 


in it ate advanced in price, yet be believed no advance had 
taken place in any articles which, could juſtify the immenſe 
difference. between the expenditure-of this and all former wars. 
To recur to the time of King William and Queen Anne 
ork Shot me means, of judging of the difference. In 
we War, 6 


| William, which — pre the 
Whole amet, Was , ORG; Million; two/'rbyndred thouſand 


* APluling 20 he appginzmens of Paul Spenſer in phe-prailency of the, Ad, 
ouralty Board, us ſucceſſpr of che Fart of, Chatham appointed Lord Privy Seal. | 
Vos, UL 179. 3A pounds, 


We fhould find, 


like this extent, had been ſeverely tepto- 
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pounds. Queen Anne's war, which laſted eleven years, was 
two millions, King William and Qneen Anne's wars united 
did not amount to one half even of the extraordinaries of the 
preſent year, Some, perbaps, might ſay that the increaſe of 
wars, in point of expence, had ariſen from the introduction 
of a nuwber of abuſes which could not at preſent be te- 
medied. There was, indeed, too much reafbn for feeling 
nd admiting the force of that obſervation. In King Wil- 
liam's reign, however, were there no complaints of extraya- 
ance ? Certainly there were: the Houſe of Commons of 
that time, was much more attentive to its duty, and miniſters 
leſs negligent of theirs, leſs profligate in ſquandering the pub. 
lic money than at preſent. Certainly, however, at that time, 
complaints were brought forward againſt the Duke of 
Marlborough, of whom it was ſaid he was ſparing of neither 
men nor money, although he had been victorious over the 
: rerich, and had gained immortal honour to the Britiſh 
name in the battles of Ramilies and Blenheim, and al- 
though we had ſo much reaſon to'rejoice at our taking Gib- 
raltar. The jealouſy of the Houſe of Commons was extend- 
ed to the dal of our public affairs in thoſe times, triflin 
as the expence was, compare@ with that of the wrdeit” 0 
trifling that the difference between them was at leaſt forty to 
one. And what had we to camfort us in this immenſe expence 
of our army? Not even'a ſingle victory. Nor was it quite 
fair fair to inſiſt on the differtnce of the times, in many re- 
ſpects the expence was the ſame at preſent as it was then. 
The equipage was the ſame in expence; it was true, indeed, 
that other articles had been introduced into the expence, but 
it was true alſo, that they never ought to have been intro- 
duced, He ſhould have been glad to have ſeen ſomething in 
return for this enormous expenditure ; he could wifh to {ce 
men who exceeded in talents and abilities, as they did in ex- 
travagance, their predeceſſors, act iu a manner correſpondent 
to thoſe ſuperior talents and abilities; he ſaw nothing, how- 
ever, but the ſhifting tricks of petty and contracted minds. 


The american war was once ſuppoſed to be the achme of pro- 9 
ſuſion, beyond which it was impoſſible to go. "Thoſe who re- 4 
garded it ſo had but little in them of the prophetic. '. He would a 
not make compariſons between this war and that of the of 
. American, ecauſe it was hardly fair to conſider that war in de 
compariſon. with this before the French joined in it. He N 
would take it, therefore, for the, years ſeventy-eight, ſeventy- 1 
nine, and eighty. The whole extraordinaries of the yote of 2 
otedit in that war for theſe three years, did not amount within yl 
three millions, two hundred, thouſand pounds of the * une 
3 - | 
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Wich this immenſe diſproportion of extraordinary expence, 
and after the expence of that war had been condemned by a 
committee of that Houſe, was it, or was it not, he deſired to 
know, proper for that Houſe to enquire into the cauſe of ſuch 
immenſe. difproportion? But to compare the ſervices of this 
country in the two wars: — In the American, war we had an 
army of 40, ooo men acting offenſively, We acted vi oroufl 
in the Weſt. Indies. Our ſucceſs againſt the united force of 
France and-Spain at Gibraltar was brilliant. The laſt year, in 
this war, What had we done? Where were the victories of our 
armies? What were the ſervices performed? Did we do any 
thing that was worth recording? We had an army on the con- 
tinent, which came home without doing any thing. We had 
an expedition to Iſle Dieu and to Quiberon. As to the Weit 
Indies, had we an army to act on the offenſive there? They 
were not only not ſo, but to a certain extent unable to preſerve 
themſelves. He would ſay, therefore, that the extravagance 
of the laſt year in this war was ſo great; the effect of it ſo 
diſaſtrous to us; the weakneſs of the councils conducting it ſo 
manifeſt; that if the Houſe of Commons refuſed to go into an 
enquiry, upon it, they would do neither more nor leſs than ſur- 
reader entirely to the Miniſter the power ſpecially veſted; in 
them by the conſtitution for the benefit of the people, which, 
in effect, would amount to ſaying, that they ſanctioned all 
abuſes, and would never inquire into the expenditure of pub- 
lie money, however pregnant with ſuſpicion, and alarming to 
their NG the circumſtances of that expenditure might 
Lee en th hc be th l N 
The next point to be conſidered, Mr. Grey faid, was that of 
the Ordnance, in which there was, as we had been told, great 
reform and reduction in point of expence. Fot this head of 
ſervice, 2,008,0001, was voted.on eſtimate; and it appears from 
the accounts, the extraordinaties amount to 2,964,000; a ſum 
actually exceeding the eſtimate which was offered, and this too 
in a branch of ſervice, the expences of which the: Chancellor 
of the Exchequer promiſed to keep as low as pollible.” Lo this 
deficiency, the ſame obſetvations which were made upon the 
army and navy would apply with equal proptiety.” This mode 
of increaſing public expenditure was unconſtitutional,” con- 
demned by Parliament, recommended in the King's Speech fo 
be altered, and condemned by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
himſelf, by his promiſes repeatedly made in that'Houſe, that he 
would never give way to ſuch a ſyſtem; and yet we found this 
ſyſtem, ſo reproached and condemned, increafing, every * 
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Tang that he had mentioned, and deſired the Houſs/:r0 take 
them altogether, the total of which expetded- without the 
*eofent, conſequently" Without "the Eontroul, of Parfiament, 
Witlounted to thirty one millions, "1400 bimdred ard eighty thou 
Aud Pounds. All this extraot diary and enormous ſum, which, 
Cite the ſums voted by Parliament, abunred to fly Hr mil. 
ent, tight hundred thiuſand Sounds, funded in the three and 
Four þ br cents. _ in - 4 years of the preſent war, in which, 
'Firtle HOY be found bitt wether diſcomfiture; defeat, and 
"Ugthce ! ! Let the right honourable gentleman! therefore fay 
what be pleaſed, he would aver, that if that Houſe fuffered the 
INT of England thus to be druined of their treaſure with- 
Hut in 


uiry, they would rob and plunder the people of England. 
had no doubt, however, chat ehe right hotiouradle gentle- 
man might emfid him of an event on which his perſonal fecl- 
inigs were intereſted; and uk Mm if de could forget what had 
blen dne in the Welt Indies? No, he eertainly could not for- 
get it; on the cbntraty, he is proud of de; but this was a topic 
n which he ſhould facher any dody elſe ſhould ſpeak than 
himſelf. Aſter nchôwledging Ae importatice of that ſervice, 
de was ſorry to ſec What ons itz and, on & comparative 
"view of the fitwation in whith We ting: at preſent, he wis 
| 5 indeed do Fly, it did dot ſiprove bur protect cho pre. 
nt War. 

Ee Haid, he Had tates in Pu- fung thb money voted, as 
Alco the morty expttided beyond the eſtimate, as a ground 0 
wich be thought the Houſe Sught to trquire inte the whole 
JubjeR, If he were to leave it here, he might, he conceived, 
be ertitſed to ſubttit, that he had Rid before them u ſufficient 
hin for inq 1 in that Houſe. Hoe did not, however, mean 
Yo .uep here; in addition to dhe untonſtitutibnal practices of 

199057 money Wiege the conſent of Parliament, by going 

1 the. Same in erpenees, und opplying — 2 
s different from thoſe whith Pattiament were made ac- 

e Wich, and in a marmer egually unfanctiened by that 

Roh there Were other inſtances bf uncenſtitottens! practices 
bon the part of — 95 Government, in feſpect to arti- 
4 100 17 "moſt fünable nature; and a print ipal one of 
hoe was cheered ——.— He had Mah under ſtood 
4 tro be apdinft Ae Pr and ehe eondu@t of that" Houle, 
ih allow money 10 l eng fer pur poſes, in dN wy 
"whatever; 19 14 5 e content ef Purſisament. Whit mad 

e dis möft, was che ufteonftitetion al y tem — 

Mag It Was aarming enough Wraife mene for any pur- 

15 without the conf of Pat . but when —_—_— 
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tice was growing into a habit, and made uſe of as 4 mere 115 
pretenoe do inyade the rights and Aae of the people, it | 
was not only.a breach of duty in a Miniſter to inGur ſuch ex- 1 
pence, but a {till greater breach of duty in that Houſe to ſuffer Wake 
it. He would therefore ſay again, that if that Houſe did not Nie 
call the Miniſter to — fof his condud with regard to ll 
theſe barracks, they would ſcandalouſly betray their (truſt. — 10 
Since the year ninety, one million, ans hundred thouſand pounds 1 
had been expended in the erection of barracks! that us pre va 
well for (ach-a-purpvole, n , however; chat it was | 
not the dale egen on this ſu he aſked for the expence | 
intended to be intarced 3 in Key — of which, ſomething 1 
of an account to that effect was lard before the Houſe, and be 
wiſhed to know whether a greater inſult could be offered to 15 
the Houſe of Commons, than that of calling on them for two i} 
hundred and-ewenty-feven thouſand, eight hundred and fifty 
pounds more: to be advanced upon this ſabject. In other times, 
he was ſatisſted, ſuch a requeſt would have been deemed an 
inſult to @ Hritiſi Houſe of Commons. Upwards of one 
million three hundred thouſand pounds had been raiſed wirk- 
out the knowledge or conſent of Parliament, to erect 1 7 * 
iu this country. Firſt, what batracks? Are they to de 
manent barracks? Wat ſort of 1 are ye to-have ? 
will hold an army of 40,000 men. Is that to be AGE ack 
eſtabliſhmeme? teen thouſand uſed to be the mer in 
time of peace, together with fout thouſand from Ireland for 
your colonies abroad. The opinions of the beſt writers/upon 
our conſtitution, were clearly againſt barracks altogether. —— 
Bartacks indeed they were called, but more properly called by | 
Blackſtone, . fartreſſes.. Why did not the Miniſter ; 
tell the people plainty for what purpoſe theſe fortreſſes for forty 
thouſand men were really evected ?. "That ſubject of itſelf de- | 
manded an inquiry in that. Houſe. It was-yot the expenee 
alone which Cteated the object ion, it was the influence IE | 
2 which they might be intended do have ; 1 
the unconſtnutional "NR K. 2 * might produce. He faig, Bo | 
he was warranted:in entertaining nd, hen be cba- 45 
pled the barracks with certain pre Dns afed in that Houſe 1 
: 
: 
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and various others of a very. ſingular and Ae alarming 4 
nuure. He wus warranted in the Rrongeſt objections 1b. 80 
in his power againſt barracks, both in view of riationaF@co- 
nomy and national liberty. Wich regard to che expence, the 
tom of barracks. was already equal in amount tw, balf the 
| bY Hes Gore! _ ® The Secretary at War. e 
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. favings of Mr. Burke's Bill. Nor was the manner in which 
offices had been filled under that ſyſtem entirely free from ob- 
jection. Barrack maſters had been appointed, had received 
their ſalaries, been diſcontinued, appointed to other offices 
- before they had performed any duty: they were ſtated ſome of 
them to have been active, and to . diſcontinued. Ia what 
did their activity conſiſt? Perhaps in preparing for a general 
election. There was a ſtriking inſtance of abuſe in govern- 
ment under this head of public ſervice. A barrack had been 
er at Lincoln, and a maſter appointed to it. He de- 
fired to know whether any thing had been done to prepare 
the building? The ground for it was not even yet marked 
out. The gentleman appointed to this office was a Mr. Pear- 
fon, a ſadler or dancing maſter, he knew not which, and he 
continued to receive his falary.of 2001. for two years, and 
then it was ſtated that he was entitled to a compenſation, and 
_ conſequently had an appointment in the Poſt Office. Previous 
to the inſtance in queſtion, he owned, he had never heard 
that any man was entitled to à compenſation for receiving 
money „er for doing nothing on 
The conduct of government in the preſent war in the de- 
partment of the navy, aad more particularly under the tran(- 
port ſervice, next came under Mr, Grey's obſervation, and 
be maintained that the Chancellor of the Exchequer's profeſ- 
| Lon of axconomy had, as uſual, been deſerted and ſhamefully 
abandoned, in reſpec to that important branch of the public 
ſervice. Controllers had been appointed to go through a cer- 
. tain part of the fatigues of office. A new board was inſtituted 
for this purpoſe. This had been ſtated ban honourable friend 
of his as an inſtance of profuſion. His right honourable 
friend was anſwered that no additional expence would be in- 
curred on the public, as the commiſſioners would be taken 
from the navy. He bad heard, however, that four commiſ- 
 Goners more were added, and now he believed there were five 
commiſſioners in all, at a falary of one thouſand pounds per 
annum each. He thought it right to Rate this to the Houſe 
as it appeared to haye ſome bearing on the ſubje& immediate] 
before them. The debt of the navy, on account of the tranſ- 
« port ſervice, was two millions nine hundred and thirty-three 
thoufand pounds. I bis was ſtated by itſelf, and an article for 
miſcellabeous ſervices ordered by the Lords of the Treaſury ; 
there was at the ſame time a nta bene at the foot of the ac- 
count, and then followed à ſum of two millions four hundred 
and forty- four thouſand pounds. This expence was enormous, 
even When compared with the prodigality in the American 
* q wal 
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war. Under Lord North's adminiſtration, it was thought 
an extravagant eſtimate for building ſeventy ſhips of the line. 
Our trade in general had been yery ill protected, potwithſtand- 
ing theſe enormous charges. Perſons had complained from 
time to time at the Admiralty; they had been referred to theſe 
boards, who had denied that the fault was their's, fo that the 
complaints went about from office to office, until it was diſ- 
covered by thoſe” who complained, that they could have no 
redreſs. ' An honourable friend of his had declared an inten- 
tion of bringing forward a motion in that Houſe on the Weſt 
India expedition. He was glad of it, for when the queſtion 
came to be inquired into, it would appear clearly that culpable 
neglect was attributable to ſome quarter under government. 
He bad no objection to ſtating in general terms that Admiral 
Chriſtian was deprived of the means of failing in the begin- 
ning of October, for want of readinels in the ordnance tranſ- 
ports. He applied to the Secretary at War: he was referred 
to the Tranſport Office; from thence he was referred to an- 
other department. The wind, which all this while continued 
favourable, became ſuddenly the reverſe, and thus the expe- 
dition failed. He had heard that this Tranſport Board was 
intended to be done away by government, and that the de- 
partment of adminiſtration, with the execution of the duties of 
which it was charged, was tobe put upon its old eſtabliſhment. 
The enormous amount of 'the Army Extraordinaries, of the 
Nary Debt, and Ordnance Extraordinaries, he- had ſtated for 
the conſideration of the Houſe as reaſons why he thought it 
neceſſary to enquire into the ſtate of the nation. He had ſtated 
likewiſe the objectionable and unconſtitutional mode of con- 
ducting the bebte buſineſs, Of proceeding on a ſyſtem that 
kept from the public eye the real ſtate of public affairs. He 
was arraigning in ſome degree, and charging with miſconduct 
a miniſter who had only to act and it was given to him. A 
miniſter, with a Houſe of Commons implicitly confiding 
in him the whole care of the preſent war. That ſuch a man 
ſo confided in and ſo ſupported ſhall have recourſe to the un- 
conſtitutional way of raiſing money he, had adopted, appea 
indeed to be moſt extraordinary. He had had votes of credit 
of more than double the amount of any former grant. Under 
ſuch circumſtances the Houſe ought. to be more careful, for 
the more they had granted him, in the expenditure. of | which 
they could fee nothing but failure, % more rigid ſhould their 
examination now be, becauſe the leis the Houſe of Commons 
were inclined-to inquire the better of courſe would the mini- 
fer e eee, 
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the r had, he obſerved, on a former night aſſigned a 
reaſon, without intending it, for going into the inquiry which 
he ſhould have the honour to propole ; that, the right honousc- 
able gentleman, had admitted that the vote of credit of this 
xear was to be. conſidered as applicable in common with other 
votes for ſpeciſſe purpoſes, to the current ſervices of the year. 


This was a miſapplication and violation of the very nature of 


2 vote of .credic, the purpoſe of which was, to ſupply. deficien- 
cies in certain ſervices not provided for, and which had not 
deen foreſeen. This, therefore, he repeated it, was a mode of 
taiſing money entirely unknown to the conſtitution of this 
ntry. There was however another objection which was 
Gill more forcible againſt the conduct of the minifier in raiſing 
money in the courle of the preſent war. It aroſe out of the 
contents of papers which ſtated the amount of ſums of money 
advanced from. time to time by the Bank, and outſtanding, 
Money advanced- to government by the Bank might un- 
doubtedly receive a parliamentary ſanction; it way neverthe+ 
leis always to be remembered, that it was a mode of raiſin 
money Which bad from time to time been limited by the juſt 
and conftitytional jealouly of parliament. When-parliament 
recognized the eſtabliſhment of the Bank, they did ſo upon 
public principles, and purely for the ſake of public utility. No 
maxim was better underſtood in that Houle than, this: “ That, 
no advance ſhall be mage to A by the Bank in an- 
ticipation of the revenue,” — The caution; was good, it was 
wile, it tended to prevent the overgrowing power of a mini- 
ſer, by furniſhing him with money without the knowledge 
and againft the conſent of parliament. This was not a maxim 
merely, it was expreſsly provided for. by an act of parhament, 
and that for a double purpoſe... Firſt, as he had already ſtated, 
to prevent the miniſter from having à command of money 
without the conſent of parliament, a point pepe to be 
tified with in this country; Jecopdly, that a ſufficiency of 
money might always ſemain in the Bank, to anſwer the 
8 1 thoſe commercial delings for the ſake of which the 
Bank was juſtituted. 


No man bad ever infringed theſe ſalutaty proviſſons ſo much 


as the tight honourable gentleman, ang bis practice had been 
productive of great diltreſs to the commercial part of the 
country. He ſeriouſly believed that this was, the great caule 
of the inablility of the Bank 10 aſſiſt the commercial, credit of 
this country, in their uſual manner, On be 3aft of Decem- 
ber, 1792, they were in adyance to gaverpmept e/enlen 7s 
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accoums they were in advance alſo upon two votes df credit. 
Certainly the moriey was not advanced without the authority 
of pur ameht. The ſoms de had ffaret) were advanced on bills 
of exchange from the Preafury, duthorize@® by a late act of 
parliament. This practiet why ncyer permitted before the 
fifth, Ur fixth of King Willianrand Queen Mary, nor =_—_ 
until 'the late act, for then it was” enacted to the contrary « 
this practice, as the proviſions of the act (to which he referred) 
in*Muſtration of his argument clearly proved. To the 
aſtoniſhment of the Whole world, however, when a Bill 
a vote bf credit oame to be paſſed through that Houſe, à clauſe 
was ſomehow or other e to do away 
the effect of the cautious and ſalutary proviſion of the acts of 
King Willlam and Qgeen Mary, it was managed in an 
under voice by ſomebody ſtom the Treafury, (which by the 
Nn the Houſe cautious hot / they ſuffered clauſes 
to de introduced, had they known that the effect of the clauſe 
was to do away the force of theſe acts, they ſhould never 
have conſented iy its introductzon. FIbweber, fo it was; and 
the money might now be ruiſed in defiance” of that old act of 
parliament) This Was a mode of — money contrary 
to the principtes-of bur conſtitution, and in this way more 
money had been raiſed by The preſent miniſter, than ever had 
been by any other miniſter before him. 1 
Mr, Grey proceeded to ſtate various fams of money which 
had deen improperly raiſed. Laft year, a loan of undſual 
magnitude was voted, ' In the month of September the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequet entered into a negotiation, which in 
any mercantile houſe would have been conſidered as an act of 
bankruptcy; in the month of October he was obliged to meet 
parliament for & new loan; and in the month of February 
following a vote of "eretlit-is demanded to pay off part of ar- 
rears, He wainthned, at while the miniſter contended 
thete was only to be funded five millions of the navy de 
ten millions of it were actually floating, ſeven millions of 
which ought at ſeaſt to have been then funded- The vote of 
credit of two millions five hundred thouſand pounds, if it was 
applied already; as certainly it was, ought to be provided for. 
Intereſt on Exchequer bills, two hundred and fixry thoufand 
pounds ; for the mana gement of the Bank in the loan, three 
dundred and twenty- nine thouland pounds. Tue ſt of 
the tileries coul not be leſs than fx hundred thouſand 
pounds, together with what was to de taken ſrom grants for 
the year ninety fix, c. 8 form à ſum of 
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fourteen miltion* five hundred pounds, 
Vor. III. 796. 
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the leaſt we: could expect of ſervice remaining to be provided 
for. Theſe things, however important as they were, were not 
ſo. material as many other points which would ariſe uut of the 
examination of the ſubject. There wererather things very ma. 
terial to be conſidered; by the Houſe of Commons on. the ſub- 
1 + When they voted money, they naturally expected it to 
be applied to the putpoſes for which it was ſpecißcally voted. 
Here the caſe was reverſed: money was voted and not applied 
to purpoſes in contemplationt by parliament; nay, the poſitive 
proviſions of an act of parliament had been irifringed. upon, — 
This formed a ſerious charge againſt the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. The diſpoſition paper did not give the Houſe ſuch 
an account as they could depend upon. The money, for in- 
ſtance, for the paying and clothing the militia, which had been 
voted, and which oùght to have been iſſued at Midſummer, 
2794 had not been Iſued yet, but was in atrear at preſent. 
The army was alſo moſt ſhamefully in arrear. Money to an 
enormous amount had been advanced by agents to govern- 
ment. He underſtood, that eight thouſand pounds a year was 
paid to one agent on account of money which he had advanced 
to government; he underſtood alſo that money was due to of- 
ficers on the ſtaff, and a great part of it was owing to them 
for duty on the continent, "Theſe arrears ought to be enquied 
into, as wel! as the cauſe of them: the intereſt of their con- 
Mitrents demandeiſ i. oh ' 
... Having ſaid this, he would next call the attention of the 
Houſe to what muſt be the ſituation of this country, even ſup- 
poſing us to be fortunate enough to obtain e immediately; 
upon which, after entering into various details and accurate 
calculations, he maintained, that with our; preſent debt, the 
intereſt of which muſt be provided for, with the annual million 
For the ſink ing ſund, out peace eſtabliſnment could not poſſi- 
bly be leſs than two and twenty millions a. year. That our 
pfeſent income, allow ing it in eyeryſbranch to anſwer its eſti- 
mate, could not poſſibly produce more than nineteen millions 
five hundred thouſand pounds a year; that therefore, ſuppoling 
our debt not to increaſe. another ſhilling, We ſhould have 10 
provide. annually by taxes two „ hundred thouſand 
pounds more than We pay already. Let gentlemen reflect 7555 
this and let them, if they could, refuſe to inquire into the ſt. 
of our finances, It was an eaſy thing to ſay that the wolf was 
not at our door yet, the wolf muſt, however, come at laſt. An 
end there muſt inevitably.be to our reſources. He had already 
ftated, that our debt amounted to ſixty millions eight hundred 
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the remainder ia long ahnuities, made” up the whole of our 
funded debt ſeventy- {us millions added to our former capital. 
To which was to be added twenty-two millions floating debt. 
He entreated the Houſe to took at the preſſure which was at 
this time felt by their conſtituents, and the ſtill greater preſſure 
which they unavoidably muſt feel. In ſpeaking according to 
the principles of which that Houſe was formed, he knew he 
could not readily make any diſtinction between its members. 
Speaking however in the obvious ſtyle of common ſenſe; there 
were fome who expreſſed, and, if true to their declarations, 
were right in expreffitg a degree of independence which would 
not ſuffer them to be the tools of any miniſter in that Houſe. 
He heard an honourable baronet the other night: ſtate ſen- 
timents which he confeſſed ſurpriſed him. That honourable 
batonet had ſaid in the diſcuſſion of the ſubject of the loan, he 
was aftoniſhed at the accuracy with which the miniſter's ac 
counts were made up; that it was next to a miracle. Inſtead 
of being the language of an independent country gentleman, 
this appeared to Him, he confeſſed, as if it was the language of 
man implicated in that tranſaction; but he would now ſpeak 
to other independent country gentlemen, as well as to that ho- 
nourable baronet, and ſay he hoped, that if they did value (not 
the liberties of the of this country, to talk of that ub. 
ject was now ionable in that Houſe,) but if they did 
value the rights of property, that darling object for ich it 
was ſaid we cad into this war, they would agree to the in- 
ſtitution of + oe v6 after what the hanourable baronet 
had heard that night, he ſhould fill retain his.opinion of the 
miraculous accuracy of the miniſter's accounts, all he eguld 
fay was, he ſhould de aſtoniſhed: at it.“ If, on the contrary, 
the honourable baroniet found he had been deceived in that 
opinion, let him bold ſtand forth and vindicate the indepen- 
dence of a cotntry gentleman, by declaring he was deceived, 
and voting for this N 55 inquiry: He Salled upon all the 
independent country re to . Une of conduct. 
Let thetm recalled; that the putting b inquiry, might prove 
the ruin of this country. The cr not from any-en- 
croachments which might be attemßted to be malle 'upan the 
cecutive government in that Houſe. ' Thie great danger they 
had to dread, was the overgrowing influence” of à miniſter, 
whoſe conduct was hoſtile to the principles of our Conſtitu- 
e ieee ie WIS BE! dat" of e 
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It a monſten, which if that Houſe did not deſtroy, would 
aſſutedly deſtroꝝ this country,; He: called upon the Houſe to 
exsteiſe its moſt valuable function, th jiquiſtorial power of 
the Commons of Great Btitain, and after à moſt warm and 
forcible. appeal tu their: intereſts, as implicated in the gener 
well - being of the country, he concluded is able and animated 
ſpeech with moving, That the Houſe do naw reſolve itſelſ 
* into a committee of the whole Houſe, to inquire into the 


— 


4 ſtate of the nation. ts | | 
Sir William Puſtency ſaid; that without meaning to make 
any declaration of his ſentiments upon the preſent queſtion, 
ar ta give any intitnation in what manner he ſhould Vie that 
night upon it, he roſe in conſequence of the alluſion which 
had heen made by the: horiou gentleman td an expreſſion 
his on a former evening. What he then ſaid! was, that 
ething ought ta be provided equal to che demands made 
upon government, vrhich might poſſibly not be foreſeen when 
Alimates were made, ot which. it might be inconvenient 
to discharge, notwithſtanding the competence of the eſtimates 
to defray the enpeners, on account of any temporary defici- 
oy or irregulatity in the teceipts. He moreover ſaid, that 
he. did not  petceive the money borrowed tu be a very extra- 
. ſum, and thought it almoſt miraculous that the eſti - 
mates ſhould are ſo Hear the general Expenditure. That 

ex 


the qyiniſter ſhould hays reſorteil to fuch a ient, he ſtill 
thoughtjuſtifable, ſinee it was ſuch as any nt would have 
made. uſc of ina fimilar fituation; and when he conſidered that no 
more than Joo, oool. ere borrowed, he could not but regard 
it as à trifling ſum comparatively with the public . 
and he aſtoniſhed amidſt the multiplicity and variety of calcu- 
ins. that miniſters inuſt enter into, ben they make the 
eſtimates, and the default of monies not paid in, that they 
| WY, 157 root for a much larger ſum. E 
Mt, Feaneunjon atd; that it was, peculiarly the province 
the Houſe. of commons: to keep a jealous FS waichfuleye on 
_ the ſtate of the finances, and on the mode in which they were 
conducted, and.the ſervices to whith the ſupplies ought to be 
. appropriated, vo gan who underſtood and valurd the ' Britiſh 
:  capititution, yr: defiy....The Houſe poſſeſſed two powers, 
A poet a pages Jan inguiſitorial power; and to the latter 
belonged a control oyer the management of the public purſe. 
Ipeſe ts o capacities implicated two duties oppoſite in their 
nature, and which ſhould be exerciſed when adequate occa- 
ions. called for their interference. In no adminiſtration, 
bowever wile and perfect it might be eſteemed; thould à blind 
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and impligit, confidence be repoſed ; but a certain, degree 
anfidence.was due to every adminiſtration, as Jong as their 
condu trayed nothing that iuſtified ſuſpicion: if, how- 
every, ſuſpicion ſhould ariſe, and thoſe ſuſpicions appeared to 
ſtand on firang and. ſubſtantial ground, then, indeed, it would 
be eriminal.in patliament not to grant an inquiry, ſuck as was 
that night propaled; if, however, on the contrary, the grounds 
adduced. for . that inveſtigation were equally trivial and un- 
founded, with thoſe urged in the preſent caſey it was equally 
the duty of parliament to reſiſt it. „ 

If any thing juſtified the neceſſity of an inquiry, it would 
undoubtedly be the preſent aſpect of affairs: but, if this were 
conſulted, and canſiderately viewed, it would clearly be ſeen, 
that, the preſent poſture of affairs affords no. fair grounds for 
ſuch an inquiry. That was the queſtion! before the Houſe, 
and, in, his mind, there could be no doubt ho its wiſdom 
would ide. nne ng _—_— RD ; 
On the firſt glance. at our ſituation, and the preſent cir- 
cumſtances of the country, many objections mult ariſe againſt 
the, propriety. of inſtituting. any inquiry, unleſs on ſtrong and 
very ſohſtantial grounds: ſuch grounds bad not now been 
proved and that ſuch did not exiſt, Mr. Jenkigſon truſted he 
ſhould be able to ſhew and he beg ged that, if he was not ſo 
clear and accurate in the ſtatements he had to make as he 
could wich, that he might be. favoured with the ſame indul- 
n ſide of the Houſe, as they had ſolicited 

„rn ARG 897% 18 

The. genetal accuſation was againft the conduct of miniſters 
in the preſent war; its extent was ſeid not to be, % great as 
that ob other, wars, though. the expences attending it were far 
more conſidetable. Every war had been more expenſive 
than the war preceding it, and according to the wealth, extent 
and proſperity of the nation, the encreaſe of expences in ſuc- 
ceeding wars was an inevitable conſequence. Au imparual 
ſurvey of the theatre of the war, and of the nature of the con- 
teſt we are engaged ing. and the reſources that we had to carry 
it on, amply, prove, that the war, and, the expences. iocurred 

y its operations are, ſuch, as, when dul examined, need not 
dread the charge of prodigality,. Accord mg to the honourable 
gentleman's own declaration, it appeared that even he had 
viewed this encreaſing expepce as unavoidable, provided. it 
bore any proportion to the general encreale of expenditure, 
The expences attending the proſeeuting of àa War, ſhould un- 
doubtedly be eſtimated, by the private expences, to Which, at 


certain times, every family was expoſEd. If at preſent cee 
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article of proviſions, &c. coſt nearly double their former price 
to individuals, muſt they not be proportionably expenſive to 
government? And if the exertions of the enemy be great, 
and the means they employ mighty and manifold; muſt not 
a proportionate ſcale of expence be adopted by thoſe who 
ppoſe them, in order to counteract the vigour and extent of 
2 's exertions? The next queſtion that occurred 
was, the enemy with which we had to contend; an enemy 
that ſacrificed the whole commerce of the country, and ſpent 
five ſixths of its ſpecie to carry on the war: and it was a ſelf. 
evident propoſition, that in proportion to the expence the 
enemy incurred muſt have been the preparations made by 
Great Britain to meet its exertions. If the war was juſt and 
neceſſary, and that it was he would ever avow, ſince parlia- 
ment had ſanctioned the meaſure as abſolutely neceſſary to the 
exiſtence of the country, then he did not ſee why the expence 
of the war, which was alſo ſanctioned by parliament, ſhould 
be deemed ſufficient ground for inſtituting the inquiry called 
for by the honourable gentleman. FP Wt 
The American war had been mentioned in the honourable 
gentleman's ſpeech, in a comparative point of view with the 
prefent war, to prove an improvident expenditure of the public 
money; taking the average of the four laſt years of that war, 
however, compared with the preſent, it would be found that 
the honourable gentleman's ſtatements in this particular were 
erroneous, He inſiſted that without taking into the account 
the depreciation of aſſignats at the time of the maximum under 
Robeſpierre, - that the expences of France were more, by 
ſeveral milhons, than ours, including our ſubſidizing foteign 
powers. be four laſt years of the American war the money 
borrowed amounted to 44, 500, oool. the unfunded debt was 
20, O00. oool. amounting together to a ſum of 64, 500, oool. 
Eſtimating therefore the expences of the preſent war at 
51, coo, coo. there was a balance in favour of this argument of 
13,500,009, - At the winding up of the peace, he would 
ſtate the unſunded debt at that period, at 7,000,0001.” and 
tak ing into the account, the increaſe in price of every article, 
he muſt inſiſt, that there was no more ο οp ̃ diſtinguiſh- 
able during the laſt than the preſent war. 
He wilhed, he ſaid, to call the attention of the Houſe to 
ibe preſent ſtate of the country and its reſources. There 
were two modes of judging of our ability to defray the expences of 
the war: our revenues and our commerce. The preſent ſtate 
of the country, was to be judged: by the ſtate of the revenues 
and commerce. In every, other wary the new taxes mor 
8 | failed 
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failed to-produce the full amount at which they were ſtated: 
and the whole taxes particularly fell off from their accuſtomed 
produce. On an average of the three years before the war, 
the firſt three: years of the war, the difference between the per- 
manent taxes was only 246,000]. and the new taxes were at 
lJeaſt equal every year to what they had been ſtated. So that 
the Houſe would ſes the country bore up againſt the burdens of 


the war more than ever. af . 2 
The commerce of the country was in a ſtate ſtill more ſatis- 
aory= It Good thüus :?: Pod OO 
The Exports, taking the thite laſt years of peace, the greuteſt — © 
peo of commerce che country ever knew belore, the ave- 


. rage of each year was n,: C42, 385,332 

The average of che laſt three years of the pteſentwar, 24,463,348 
So that the exports of the war exceeded thoſe of the beſt year of 

© peace, annually, 4 5 {TE 4 1, 868, 000 

Exports of the average of the three beſt years of peace as be- - 

Bb... 5% Ei 24 109, 86, oco 

Average of the three laſt years watt. 44964313 


© 


Theexceſs of the war over peace, nne * 1,678,333 
So that, under the additional debt, and all the preſſure of war, 
the revenues. were as great as ever, and the commerce of the 
country conſiderably increaſed. 1 | | 
be next topic Which naturally occurred was the mode 
which his right honoutrable friend had taken, to borrow money 
to defray the neceſſary expences of conducting the preſent 
juſt and neceſſary war; and here certainly it was natural to 
expect, that in proportion to the magnitude of the ſums bor- 
rowed, that the intereſt muſt increaſe, and yet even in this 
particular, the money was borrowed, this: war, at an advan- 
tage of one and a half per cent. in favour of the country, when 
compared to the loans made during the American war. At 
the concluſion of every preceding war there was an immenſe 
unfunded debt left. At the concluſion of the peace of Aix la 
Chapelle, the funded debt, was eighty millions ſterling, which, 
if the preſent — of 3 one per tent. had been in practice, 
would not have been in exiſtence at this time. At the con- 
cluſion of the next war, it had riſen to one hundted and forty 
millions, which if the preſent plan of funding one per cent had 
been in practice, would have been diſcharged- What the 
miniſters of King William and Queen Anne had not done, 
his right honourable friend. had, and what had eſcaped: Mr. 
Pelham, Mr, Legge, and lord North, had been adopted by 
his 
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his right honourable friend; a ſyſtem of reducing the national 
debt, by which that debt will in future be completely and en- 
tice} annihilated,” | 3 i) $6191 rt 5 NT; 
Ihe honourable meutber had adverted to former. times as 2 
reaſon why the Houſe ſhould agree to his motion for a eom- 
mittee of inquiry ; but he had not give the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer any credit for the plan he purſued, ſor appropria- 
ting the annual million towards the finking fund. This war 
he muſt ever look at as one that preſerved the liberty of each 
individual ſubject, the conſtitution, and the very exiſtence-of 
the country; and the plan of paying off the national debt 
produced a ſaving to the nation ſufficient to pay off the inte- 
reſt of the debt incurred in the proſecution of this juſt and 
neceſſary war. Conſidering the prefent conteit as ſuch, poſ- 
terity could not, in juſtice, exclaim againſt the burdens which 
they would have to defray ; for the proſecution of the war was 
entered into and continued, not more for the purpoſe of pre- 
ferving vurſe]yes, than for handing down, to future genera- 
tions, our conſtitution unimpaired, and our liberties inviolate. 
Befides, when we took into the account the funded ſyſtem, 
as adopted by the Chancelloz of the Exchequer, it would cer- 
tainly leave a balance in their favour, however great the ex- 
pences might be of the preſent war. It was undoubted!y the 
duty of the Houſe not to leave a debt that would preſs-ſeyere] 
on poſterity; it ſhould, however, be confidered, that whi 
parliament was, laying heavy burdens on future generations, 
that it was, on the other band, laying the foundation of re- 
deeming a debt; which altered the caſe materially, ; 
The next queſtion which occurred was, how far the exer- 
tions of miniſters were proportioned to their expences; and on 
this ground he inſiſted that, by every fair argument, they were 
defenſible. Let gentlemen look to the number of men this 
country has brought into the field, and the number of ſhips 
put into commiſſion, (and the charge of improyidence againſt 
government, when comparing the preſent with the American 
var,) and ſuch charge muſt vaniſh. During the American war 
there were 314 ſhips in commiſſion, at preſent there are 308, 


2nd the latter in fize confiderably larger. The number of men 


in the army had encreaſed in the ſame proportion. Taking 
into the account the number of foreign and other troops, which 
amount to no lefs than 217,206, a greater number than was 
engaged in any former war, the advanced increaſe in every 
article neceflary to carry on the war, the expence of tran{ports, 
&c. and the Houſe muſt, he thought, agree with him, that the 
charge of extravagance was totally unfounded. 
* | q | 5 4 * m 
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much larger farce employed than on any former occaſion, and. 
it partook, from the nature of the conteſt, as much of a con- 
tinental as a maritime war; our naval exertions were greater 
chan ever before experienced, and a great ſtateſman had given. 
it as his opinion, and reaſon dictated, that when at war with 
France, engaging the continental powers in our favour was. 
politic; not ſimply as a diverſion in favour of the operations, 
of our flects, but as a means of compelling France to throw. 
her reſources into the encreaſe of land force, and thereby pre- 
venting her making great maritime exertions. He therefore, 
maintained, that there was no Rong in ſubſidies, whether. 
conſidered with reſpect to the ſmall ſubſidy contracted for with 
Sardinia, or the large one engaged in laſt year to Auſtria, 
compared with the benefit derived from them. The Auſtrian 
loan had been called impolitic; and ſome gentlemen had gone 
ſo far as to ſay that a ſubſidy would have been better; but he 
had the ſatisſaction to aflert, that thoſe opinions were already 
ound groundlefs : the intereſt had been punctually paid; aud 
the inſurance of this country for the ſum was not impolitic. 
What was the conſequepce of that loan? The conſequence 
was obvious; it diverted the attention of the enemy from its 
marine, and though it were vever liquidated, this country was 
amply repaid in the crippled ſtate of the French navy; It was 
true, there was a large unſunded debt; that, however, was 
provided for in the ways and means of the year. If the war 
was only confined to one point, then it was practicable to pre- 
loat clear and ſatisfactory eſtimates; but as we were never en- 
gaged in a war which was carried on in ſo many different 
quartErs, it was impoſſible to frame eſtimates more ſatisfactory 
than thoſe preſented to parliament; and it was equally pol. 
ible but that much unforeſeen expence muſt ariſe, of which 
the Houſe could not immediately be appriſed.. > 
As to the raifing of ſums without the authority of parlia- 
ment, he "diſapproved of that mode of proceeding ; but the 
complication of the eſtimates, and the different quarters in 
which the preſent war was carried on, had, in his opinion, 
juſtified it, | | 7» lg 958 21907 
The honourable member in his ſpeech had adverted to the 
erection of barracks, as if that were a ſubject to which par- 
"ament was a ſtranger z it would however be fecollected, chat 
the accounts of the annual expence for the laſt five years had 
ben conſtantly laid on the table. The ſyſtem was certainly a 
new one, and adopted in the preſent war 5 it was nevertheleſs * 
proved as neceſſary to be carried into execution; it was a 
Atem which parliament conceived to be prudent aud wiſe; it 
Vol, III. 1796. "INNS was 
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was a ſyſtem proper to be carried to its utmoſt extent, and of 
courſe the Houſe muſt be prepared to expect the eſtimates on 
which the honourable member had ſo much enlarged. Thoſe 
who have uniformly oppoſed the war ſay, that miniſters ſhould 
have nothing to do with the internal government of France, 
and had ſhifted their grounds as to the general objects 
of the war; if this were the caſe, certainly thoſe objects. were 
attained ; look at the ſituation of France, and who would not 
ſay, that her navy never ſuffered fo much in any preceding 
war, and that the navy of this country never appeared more 
formidable in point of number, or more glorious with reſpect 
to its achievements, . ral | 

The bonourable gentleman had aſked what had been gained 
by the war, and why it was carried on? It was carried on 
for national objects; and, as a naval war, we had gained 
great acquiſitions. He wiſbed to know whether the honour- 
able gentleman conſidered the {kill and valour diſplayed in the 
war as nothing, and whether he beld our acquiſitions in the 
Eaſt Indies, the Cape of Good Hope, the Dutch Settlements, 
the poſt of St. Domingo, the iſland of Martinique (which 
Marſhall Bouille pronounced to be the key of the We India 
lands), and Corkica, as nothing? He defied any gentleman 
to ſhew, by tefetence to facts, or fair argument that there 
ever was a more glorious and fucceisful war, and he declared 
he was ready to meet the honourable” gentleman upon any cf 
theſe grounds in proof of his affertion. - _ 

Mr, Jenkinfon briefly recapitulated his arguments, and faid, 
if he was to believe the honourable gentleman, the preſeut 
race had degenerated. He heard conſtantly of the parlia- 
mentary jealouſy in the reigns of George I. and II. but knew 
nothing of it, hiſtory had taught him that a larger confidence 
had been given to miniſters. in thoſe reigns than any other, 
when a million and a half had been uſed for. ſecret ſervice 
money for ten years, and no proceedings paſſed upon it— 
and afterwards, when parliament required an account of the 
expenditure of ſerret ſervice money, the miniſter. adviſed thc 
King to refuſe it. It was impoſſible for him fairly to examine 
the whole of the honourable gentleman's arguments; but be 
maintained that for the laſt twelve years this country has en- 
joyed more polical liberty than in any former period, and that 
the people have had a larger ſhare in the conſtitution upon 
theſe grounds, Mr, Jenkinſon ſaid, he moved for the order of 
the day. | 

Mr. Curwen (aid, that after the very able ſpeech of his ho- 


nourable friend who made the motion, he would intrude * 
a 5 8 


ſelf upon the Houſe but for a very ſhort time. He confeffed 
he had been more ſurpriſed than fatisfied by any thing that had 
fallen from the honourable gentleman who had juſt fat down. 
If following the model of France led to deſperation, as the 
honourable gentleman faid, he was much affraid the conduct 
this. country would ſoon bring us very near to that ſituation, 
infomuch as it was not paſſible to gueſs, far leſs to foreſee the 
faral conſequences that might enſue from a perſeverance in that 
line of conduct which' miniſters had uniformly purſued ſince 
the commencement of the war. | 
He had liſtened attentively to the honourable gentleman's 
ſpeech, and could have wiſhed to have beard him juſtify, upon 
fair grounds, that ſyſtem, ſo ably reprobated by his honour- 
able friend. When the conduct of France was ſelected as 
the fit object of continual abuſe, it became à fair queſtion for 
that Houſe to conſider, whether we had on our on part made 
thoſe exertions which we had the means of doing, and whe» 
ther the accounts on the table were fairly and properly made 
out? "Theſe were important points, and called for inquiry. 
What could a member of parliament fay, when he went into 
the country amongſt his conſtituents, after having impoſed 
additional burdens upon them, without being able to tell how 
the money voted wus es or giving them the leaſt ſatis- 
— — Wah i nted, the 
tuation at preſent, and if no inquiry was 2 might 
come back — find the burdens doubled. It was this fort of 
conduct that made the people diſſatisfied with their ſituation, 
and have no truſt or — theit repreſentatives. Dur- 
the American war it had been thought neceſſary to inſtitute 
committees of inquiry, becauſe the expences of the war were 
deemed to be improvident and miſapplied If that was the 
caſe when the amount was only nine millions what could 
juſtify reſiſting inquiry now, when the amount was more than 
double that ſum? As to the boaſted acquiſitions which the 
honourable gentleman had dwelt upon, he fairly owned that 
he conſidered moſt of them, if not all, as mis fortunes ] he 
rather wiſned that ſome ſyſtem could be purſued that would 
keep us rid of colonization, which he always thought tended 
to weaken the country, and would finally end in our ruin. 
He wiſhed gentſemen had ſhewn how the men deftroyed and 
the money expended during this war, both on the continent 
and in the Weſt Indies, as well as the many ill- contrived and 
worſe executed plans, had been uſed; ſure he was it would 
not appear that any advantage to the country was the reſult. 
He denied that continental wars had ever either been uſeful to 
3C2 this 


Maren te.] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 474 


e of. the nation? Such was their 


— 
— * — . * 4 2 
—— Bong — —̃ ec 
. 3 


ES.” 


2 4 


39, WOODPALL'S PARLIAMENTARY /REPORTS. | [Commontt, 


this country, or bad anſwered the purpoſes for which-they 
were entered into. He had always been againſt this war from: 
the commencement, although he would have wiſhed to protect 
Holland. While the French were kept out of Holland, peace 
might have been negotiated on terms equally honourable ane 
advantageous to ourſelves. He replied to the other topics of 
the honourable gentleman's ſperch, and thought this was 2 
moment when the country ought to know their real ſituation, 
and when the miniſters ought, of all others, to be moſt for- 
ward in granting ſo fair an inquiry as that propoſed: by his 
honourable friend, and not to puſh forward in a ſyſtem: of de- 
lirium, from point to point, till they had completely ruined 
the country. He was pointedly ſevere on the erection of bar- 
racks, and the enormous amount of the expences, as ſtated by 
the eſtimates both ſor thoſe already built and thoſe intended. 
In ſuch an alarming and eritical ſituation was the country now 
placed, that he would be deficient in his duty if he did not 
eak out fairly. - Should miniſters perſiſt in the line of con- 
duct they had purſued, they would compel the people to ſpeak 
tor themſelves, not from any love of French principles, but 
from the burdens, calamities, and diſtteſſes of a ruinous and 
expenſive war. And if all inquiry was to be reſiſted as it had 
been, it was of no conſequence for repreſentati ves of the 
people to call themſelves ſuch, or to remain there; perhaps 

they might do better to reti re. 
Mr. H. Adontague ſpoke in defence of the war, both in its 
commencement and in the manner in which it was conducted, 
though he was conſcious that on ſo delicate a ſubject he was 
taking the unpopular fide of the queſtion. + He likewiſe ap- 
proved of the meaſures , which miniſters had purſued, and 
which led him to place confidence in them. War was always, 
he admitted, attended with great, and often unforeſeen ex- 
pences, but it Was not optional with miniſters whether that 
expence was too large or too ſmall; conſidering the reſources 
and credit of the country, he thought much praite was due to 
them for the manner in which they had provided ſor the ex- 
igencies of the war; but great as thoſe expences were, he 
comended with his honourable friend, that they did not much 
exceed the expenditure of the laſt, four years of the American 
War, the period which he agreed with his honourable friend 
was the only. proper, period to make a compariſon from. He 
would not ſay, While he praiſed the exertions of miniſters, 
that they had on all occaſions been ſucceſsful, but they had 
een {2 to a degree much greater than, under all the circum- 
Hances of the times, could have been expected. By a con- 
7 | tinuance 
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vnuanet of thoſe ſpirited exertions he was ſtrongly induced to 
believe, that the French muſt at laſt be brought to their ſenſes. 
The miniſters of this country were placed in an arduous ſitu- 
ation, and they had never ſhrunk from it. If men were in- 
fincete-they might dupe him, but ſtil} he wos confident that 
miniſters were defirvus of peace when it could be had on he- 
nourable'and advantageous terms for this country. If they 


were to be out, and others in their places, it might tend to 


create'a convulſion and inefficacy, that would rather retard 
than forward negotiation; and "he never could agree to a 
corrupt deſite to conclude a diſhonourable peace. From 
theſe conſiderations he was convinced that the war was ne- 
ceſſary, that it muſt be expenſive, that our exertions in many 
caſes have been fucceſsful, and, moreover, that he had no 
reaſon to believe that miniſters were inſincere. 
Sir Gregory Page Turner (poke againſt the motion; he 
lamented the neceſſity and expence of the war, and was very 
deſirous for peace, but confeſſed he knew not how it could 
be procured. He did not think that it was by gentlemen on 
the oppoſite ſide of the Houſe peſtering miniſters with re- 
peated motions every week, that peace could be obtained. 
He expteſſed great confidence in miniſters, and approved of 
their firmneſs and good intentions; he likewiſe reminded the 
Houſe, that the miniſter before the war had been reducing 
the national debt one million per annum; gentlemen" on the 
other fide the Houſe ſhould not therefore wantonly accuſe him 
of extravagance. Look at the ſituation of the country in 
1777, the funds were then ut 54, now they were above 68. 
He was therefore for the war, and would not enter more into 
finance, 'or the conſideration whether the loan was a favour- 
able one or not, He declared he diſapproved of the preſent 
motion; if the ſituation of the country was critical, there was 
the more danger from public inveſtigations ;* their debates got 
abroad; and if they were known in France, would retard 
negotiation. - It was not, he obſerved, our buſineſs to confeſs 
our poverty if we were poor, nor to ſpoil our own trade by 
crying ſtinling op. 1 eie 

Mr. Steele roſe to make ſome obſervations upon what had 
fallen from the honourable gentleman who propoſed the com- 
mittee of enquiry, concerning the taiſing of ſums without the 
authority of parliament, which was certainly entitled to ſame 
conſideration. It was undoubtly true that the honourable gen- 
tleman was juſtified in aſſorting that the expences of the pub- 
lie ſervices had of late years exc-cucd the eſtimates; but the 
amount Was not equal to the t0nouri.c geutleman's ſtatement, 
although 
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although it was not far ſhort. The navy eſtimates in the 
three years of the war had amounted to about 15,009,000]. 
the debt during the ſame period had encreaſed ſomewhat more 
than 13,000,000). but this debt could not fairly be ſtated to 
have been incurred without the ſanction of parliament. A had 
been the practice from the revolution to the preſent time, to 
vote the ſum of four pounds per man per month, according 
t the number of ſeamen to be employed; this allowance, 
which was meant to defray the expence of victualling and 
wages to the men, and wear and tear, as it is commonly 
called, -of the ſhipping, had not, for ſome years, been found 
equal to the expenditure, even in time of peace. Now, if 
this ſum was not ſufficient in time of peace, it was impoſ- 
ſible to expect that it ſhould be ſo in time of war. The 
great cauſes of the exceſs in the time of war were the 
high prices of proviſions, the price of naval ſtores, and the 
expence of tranſports, After the firſt year of the war, 
therefore, his honourable friend, on opening the budget, had 
found it his duty to ſtate the debt he had incurred in conſe- 
nee of this excels, and the means which he had provided 

vr diſcharging it, a duty which he had practiſed in every ſuc- 
ceeding year; and Mr, Steele thought himſelf juſtified in ſay- 
ing, that the Houſe, by its proceedings upon the ſtatements of 
of his right honourable friend, had joined with him and given 
an indemnification and a ſanction to what he had done. His 
right honourable friend had provided for the diſcharge of the 
whole of this 13,000,000]. of navy debt, except one million 
and a half; that was to ſay, in other words, that eleven mil- 
lions and a half of the exceſs were already. provided for.. On 
the opening of the budget in the preſent ſeſſion, his right ho- 
nourable friend had informed the Houſe, that the navy debt 
had increaſed 1, 500, oool. which remained to be provided for, 


and the Houſe acted upon it. After that information, therefore, 
be could not imagine his right honourable friend had proceed- 


ed without the authoriry of parliament, and he felt himſelf 
anxious to ſtate this explanation. | 
In the account of the army debt, the honourable. gentleman 


| had not been ſo fair as in that of the navy. The eſtimates of 


the army he ſtated at 17,600,0001. which was provided for by 
the funded debt; and the extraordinary expences, or unfunded 
debt, incurred duting the laſt three years for the army, he cal- 
culated at 9,000,000], to which he added the votes of credit, 


making in all a ſunt total of 14,000,000]. and upwards of un- 


funded debt for the army, unauthorized by parliament. This, 
dit 
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dit, of which he ſhould ſpeak more particularly by and by, had 
received the ſanction of parliament, and ought not to be ad- 
ded to thoſe exti aordinaries which had been incurred, and not 
provided for by parliament ; from the ſum of 9,000,000). ought 
alſo to be deducted one million and an half, ariſing from the 
repayment of a large ſum which had been advanced to general 
Clerfaye, and from cons on the grants for the years 2794 
and 1795, Which having been applied towards payment of the 
extraot dinaries, reduced the real amount of thoſe extraordina- 
ries to 7,500,0001. 


Comparing the 7,500,000). therefore with the unfunded 


debt left to be provided for at the end of every former war, 
he ſtated it as his belief that we had expended leſs in extraor- 
dinary expencgs than in any former war whatever, He begged 
the Houſe to remark, that he ſtated this as his belief, that in 
former wars the ſums voted at the concluſion of the war to 
diſcharge the unfunded debt exceeded that amount. In the laſt 
war, when a committee was appointed to enquire into the ex- 
pences and conduct of the war, the committee did object, in 


ſtrong language, to the contracting of debts without the au- 


thority of parliament, and yet no proviſion. was made in 1783 


to the contracting of ſuch debts in future. When the act even 


was paſſed for the regulation of the office of paymaſter, al- 
though theſe extraordinary expences were expreſsly recognized, 
no clauſe was introduced to prevent them, nor was any further 
notice taken of them; and hence it was but reaſonable for him 


to conclude, that they thought it might be inconvenient to the 


public ſervice to regulate them. 


It had been next contended. by the honourable gentleman. 
that there was a direct violation of the law of appropriation, 
which he confidered as a mifdemeanour. If his right honour- 


able friend had violated the appropriation act, he had done no 
more than his predeceſſors had done before him. There had 


always been the ſame diſregard to the appropriation act, and 


the ſame practice had been conſtantly in uſe in 1782, and for 


years antecedent to the paſſing of that act, and it ſtill continued 
in 1783, and had remained to ever ſince. By the appropria - 


tion act, certain ſums were to be eſtimated and provided for 
under fuch and ſuch heads, but there had always been certain 
expences incurred, which miniſters had not been able to lay 
under any head of eſtimates, which were afterwards brought 


before parhament, under the head of extraordinary expences, - 
and as. they had always been juſtified and approved by parlia- 


By- 


ment, he did not fee that any blame could be attach 
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- By.the loan of the preſent year proviſion was made,for the, 
repayment of 2,600,000]. to the army ſervice of the year 1795. 
This ſum had been already voted by patliament, and, repaig, 
to the army, and with the addition of the further extraorgina- 
ries that remained to be. voted, he pledged himſelf that there 
would be money more than ſufficient to pay the Whole of the 

, and not leave ſixpence in arrear. 8 « . "IC 
Now, as to the preſent arrears, he granted that to the ſtaff 
of 1793, 1794, and 1795, large ſums had been due, Of theſe 
ſums, however, there only remained 19ool. unpaid for 1793,. 
and 16,0001. for 1794, and when thoſe ſums were paid, there 
would be no arrear whatever in the army. The cauſe of theſe 
arrears. was fimple, which he briefly ſtated, Jeft the Houſe 
ſhould entertain an idea that the whole of the ſtaff eſtabliſh- 
ment had been in arrear. Terſons on the continent, and in 
the Weſt Indies, have always a claim for payments when-due, 
upon the deputy paymaſters, but as claims were at the ſame, 
time made at home by their agents, it became abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to delay payments at home, until government was aſ- 
ſured that the money had not been received abroad. _ © 

He now begged leaye to ſay a word or two upon the vote 
of credit. It had been again urged that the ſum was miſap- 
plied, and that it was voted to anſwer any unſoreſeen demands 
during the receſs. This he denied. He allowed that it was 
not uſual to bring forward a vote of credit till after the com- 
mittee of ſupply cloſed, and at a later period of the ſeſſion; 
but though, during the American war, a vote of credit of 
1, ooo, oool. was never brought forward till the month of June, 
nor paſſed, perhaps, till the month of July, yet it has been 
applied ſix months antecedent to that period. In fact, the 
eſtimates and the vote of credit have made but one purſe, as. 
his right honburable friend ſaid upon the former evening, and 
both are made uſe of indiſerĩminately for the general expences. 
By the paſſing of a vote of credit bill, you have authority to 
raiſe tui millions and 2 half without any ſpecific mode of ap- 
plication, only you are reſponſible to parliament to ſhe w how - 
it has been applied. This has been the conftant practice. It 
was the practice of laſt year, when the mode of application 
wasdaid before Parliament, as it would have been this, bat that, 
the account was not yet ready; and that the practice of laying 
the gecountꝰef the application of à vote of credit before par- 
lia ment has uſually been ut à later period of the ſeſſion 

| la:vegardao” barracks, 440,000], had been expended, and, 
170505 0b. iheurred ſince, and it would require'1 $0,000], more 
to chmplete the m. A eonſidefabſe fum had been alſo expended 
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in proyiding temporary accommodations for. the troops on dif- 
e that the towns and villages might not 
rburthened. - What apprchenſions were entertained-in 
3 uſe, when the French over - ran Holland, of an invaſion 
>, this n þ he ſuppoſed he needed not to tevert to the 
debates of that day to recall to gentlemens recollection. The 
neceſſity of ſome temporary accommodations was at that time 
pretty evident, and he had furthermore to ſtate, that in addition 
to the expence incurred by erecting the barracks, the expence 
of proyiding forage, beer, &c. the troops was included in the 
ACCO r Wy 
Tres not necefſary for him to take up more. time than raw 
itulate what he had ſtated. He did this with brevity and 
n, obſerving at the ſame time, that of the ſix millions 
of of Exchoguer, bills ilued for the diſcharge of the unfunded. 
debt, five million and a, half were in circulation before: the 
war. In reſpect to the future extraordinary expences, he would 
not unde e to Hate what the probable. amount might be, 
but if funds were. provided for it, it was the ſame thing. Up- 
on the whole, 9 if the honourable gentleman would 
compare the actual expence of the preſent, war with — gs: 
expence of any former war, except chat of 17 
find them ſo near to each other, that there ——ů little = 
ference ; that difference to be ſure was in favour of the laſt. 


they broug he any accuſation orward to exclaim, if you do not: 


admit this giye us a committee. He hoped ſuch would not 
be the habit now. He left it to the deciſion of the Houle he- 
ther the grounds produced were ſubſtan 
r upon. By the funding of ah. 
Bills, he thought the extraordinary 

and ah, A ork incurre wichout ao 


of ions. 
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- Mr, AA. Robinſon in terms reprobated the waſte of 
money expended on barracks, which whether / called tempo- 
rdty or pemanent, would: no doubt be made permanent, 
conſidered loans as a moſt daangerous wad of corrupting in- 
dividdals,”and procuting ſupport to the govetnqent. The 
— money to him to have been expended in 2 
r manner on the nayy t inſtead of it a be- 
ſt; a ſyſtem was begun which would oceaſioh 'much neg- 
Jer in the naval department. 
Sir Gregory Page Turner roſe to exptdin; bot Sedo 1 
A oj oe being twice Interrupted, . was called to order by 
ths ker 2 
Me. Grey ſaid, Sivr the ful detail into Winch he had gone 


in 3 _ ſpeech, he did not feel himidlf'ealfed upon to 


at great length in reply, though he truſted 
the —— which the Hou generally ſhewed to thoſe 
who brought forward a motion would be extended to him. 
When de ba firſt propoſed this e to their 41 7 15 he 
had beſtowed t pains in the inveſti 
flattered-himfelf, that, though intricate: Fa perplexed in its 
br ans r eee concluſions 1 mitte of no 
et, on a ſubject father ne 0 im, he ſca 
preſumed te expect that his ſtatements ſhould be ee 
free from miſtake, or his inferences ſrom error. - He” conld 
not, however, help feeling the utmoſt ſati Non, to — 6 0 
| that, ſo far from being contradicted, he his fa 
ſunctioned dy the admiſſion of his opponents. He wol 28 
at that time, (therefore, follow ſome of the 6nourable gentle- 
men who had fpoken, into s t wide field ot extraneous mat- 
ter which they had em The E504: fn te gentleman 
then, (Mr. Jeniknſon) whe trad riſen join ediately alter him 
dexcuſe him if, without meaning 83 incivility 
to him, be did not conſider that, conne Bw the proper 
queſtion, there was mote in his ſpeech that required any 
anlfwer. Had he argued the matter von che originaf principle 
of the wary the negotiation, of Ihe loan, or tlie propriety of 
enlarging the capital to diminiſh the intereſt; the expediency 
oi anew Auſtrian loan, or the. general aſpect of European 
palitics, the diſbuſſtons of the honourable 1 might 
ve been applicable 0 the point. As he had, however for- 
borne to enter upon thoſe topics, and as the obje of arſcuſſion 
uns the enpence which the war had occaftoned, founded 5 
indiſputable facts, it was. wnnecallary to argue points foreign 
een, At wigbt bel true that the idea of this motion 
was taken from an nnn written "IP Mr. = 
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dut he had not * ſounded it upon 
Aung in that hook, becauſe it eight Po been conſidered 
velh 1 955 Atte, and he wiſhe cotifine hitiſelf to un- 
9 facts,' that be might call forth fair and explſcit dis- 
4 "The only part of the honourable gendleman's 
% which he would reply tden was, thar in which he had i 
'toted a"comparifor between thefour laſt years of the Am 
war and the three laſt of the preſent. The . 
PA however,  ſhopld have ſelected only three" of 
as the fourth year of the preſent war was yet unpr 
Aide „And ſhbüld have compared equal periods © together. 7. 
would have beef remembered that If during part of the year 
ia we bad peen at peace with France, and that the — 
6s Tot a year lad not deen giveth the de thing 
pened durin oy Wer, and that fine the year Es 
fu 181 ol ok If incteaſed. It was ſtated 2 — 5 
pins 9088. cen not drawn with fairn 
ee of the our laſt years of the — 5 
ys ory million bJJow theſExperice of the preſent. What, 
However, was = umount bf the defence? That a wir of 
recor oft, reprobated by parliament, and which had 
been held iu ths eget . the right honourable 
1 9 5 i {Mr Pie) nt himſelf, aff, 2 compariſon that 
fork dent ance,' 'whictr they had no lit- 
* eded! But, 0 5 no; faid” the ene — 
5 „ gregt 1 were eee If was nec 
| 9805 With the enormity of the _— expence.”7 5 
boa. 1 uments which be bad no bebaſſon to diſpate! WI 
thit he” paß to de was "this: were there ny exejdordin 
vigour, was") there a rformance; any $?” If a dive 
ſion on the 94 was uſeful — to the better e 
8 naval Krege. Where had it been made? Did he m 
ulderoh, ot Me Dieu, and would the honourable — 
any 4 theſe exertions were uſeful or glorious ? Ie 
deprecated xe p Peineiples. and the c conduct of the American wat, 


but chen Et” nar merely afthries up. bebe —_ 
9 ge 5 en, e 2 5 5 


Fs at pallant ba 
'Gi Wei 5 head of . 2 t » 
Tode g the diſtance of the thestit of war, Tipe: 
ſent tines we by fat 'exceded; "With''this' reply he 7 
diſmüz the bonurable gentleman, He would not not deen 
— honorable g weh Mr. 2. — 
beczuſe he conhidered his 9 FO ina e 
to as e . cenſures the — vel. 
202 e een - 
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| Gregory Page Turner) might think the conduct of oppoſition 
| 9888 3 ſor NE US deſened conſidering the ſucceſs 
with which their endeavours were attended, they could not 
be accuſed of embaraſſing the meaſures. of his Majeſty's mi- 

niſters. Vet this cenſure he would ſtrive ſtil] farther to merit 
by introducing to public notice, ſubjects of the laſt importance 

83 9 „though indeed he might deſpair of ſuccels in 
> o ys : eren 


Another honourable gentleman (Mr. Steele) had admitted 
that he was accurate in his ſtatement of the army and navy 
debt; but contended that part of the latter was provided for, 
though he had not explained in what this proviſion conſiſted. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer. had indeed” propoſed” to 
fund five. millions of the navy debt, at the opening of the 
budget; but for this he had provided no permanent taxes. 
There was no other fund for this purpoſe. The lottery was 
not a permanent object of revenue. It was a fund, with 
reſpect to the expediency of which much difference of ſenti- 
ment had been entertained, but bad always hitherto been 
deemed available only for incidental, claims, and caſes of 
emergency. At a period when there was a navy debt of eight 
or nine milliors, Lord North never had dreamt of applying 
the produce of the lottery, as a proviſion for any part of it. 
Nor could any fund . which'was in its nature fo unfixed, be 
viewed as furniſhing a proper ſecurity for the intereſt. To 
all intents and purpoſes then this ſum of five millions was a 
E of the unfunded navy debt, and his ſtatement of this head 
d been perfectly accurate. With regard to that part, with 
which the honourable gentleman muſt neceſſarily be moſt 
converſant, the army, he admitted the ſtatement to be ny 
juſt, but contended that there was a faving of 1, 500, cool. 
_ which applied to the army debt, formed a deduction from it to 
that extent. Admitting, however, that this were a proper 
deduction, there remained a debt of ſeven millions and a half, 
conſequently an exceſs of two millions and a half above the 
debt in the American war, which was five millions. With 
all this expence, what had been the advantages we had ob- 
tained ?, The only ſatisfaction we had gained in a_war in 
Which we had engaged for the defence of our "allies (the 
Dutch) then was, The plunder we had gathered in their ruin, 
and that was to be held out as an important acquiſition, and 
brilliant ſucceſs. In reality this fum of one million and a half 
could not be, deducted, It was generally well known that 
great arrears of the ſtaff and other departments of the army, 


at 


Were owing, and that if the ſum were applied in ge” of 


Aaxaii 20.] WOODFALL'S/ PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS... hy 


that debt, the army debt would ip. et he had ſtated, 
Perhaps, in the magnificent expence of the . preſent war, ſo 
inſignificant on article as a million and a balf was hard 

worth contending about. It was clear, however, upon the 
ſtatement of the honourable gentleman himſelf, that thirty 
five millians were expended upon eſtimates, and twenty-nine 
millions as extraordinaries, and yet in a point ſo glaring, 0 
ſa unconſtitutional, would inquiry be refuſed ?* Money ex- 
pended in this way, was leſs under the controul of parliament, 
as votes of credit were never laid before the Houſe till the ſer- 
vices were performed, and the money iffued. He did not wifh 
to add any preſſure to a fallen man, nor with any invidious in- 
tention did he refer to the act of Mr. Burke, by whieh cer- 
_ tain ſupplies were devoted to particular ſervices, which had 
been violated in every inſtance by the preſent miniſters, It 
was ſaid that the vote of credit was barely an authority to 
raiſe a certain ſur, which might be applied at the diſcretion 
of the miniſter. The act itſelf ſtated expreſsly that it was for 
the enſuing year, and for proſpective unprovided ſervices; nor 


would he admit of any minifterial conſtruction of an at of 


parliament, to juſtify their violation both of its letter and 
ſpirit, A bad practice, becauſe it had "prevailed, was no 
reaſon that it ſhould be perpetuated, Either the law or the 
practice ought to be altered. An application "contrary to the 
enactment of the Bill was a fraud anda falſehood. If any 
ſervices were in contemplation, eſtimates ſhould have been 
produced and the regular ſupplies voted. The act of appro- 
priation expreſsly directed the application of ſums to particular 
ſervices, a regulation to which miniſters paid no teſpect. 

Mr. Grey, in this part of his ſpeech, read a reſolution of 
the Houſe, of Commons of the 15th of ry 1711, ſtrongly 
expreſſive of di ſapprobation of a ſum (e.) taken from the 
navy fund by the enk. to ſupply the army ſervice, and 
ſtating, that ſuch a diverſion and miſapplication of the public 
money leſſened the credit of the navy. - What, ſaid he, ought 
then to be the diſſatisfaction of the Houſe, when they 'behold 
2 1 of uniform violation of every act of appropriation, 
and to an extent the moſt alarming? The honourable gen- 
tleman ſeemed to pay no more attention to the very act, which 
had originated from his on office, then to the general law on 
the ſubſect. There were other acts likewiſe violated beſides 
the act of appropriation. From the diſpoſition paper it ap- 
peared that certain ſums, had been iſſued for the payment of 
particular ſervices, while it was notorious that thoſe voy 


" " ſervices . 
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ſervices were unpaid. When falſe accounts were thus given 
in, and acts of parliament thus openly violated, who would 
venture to deny that a matter of that ſerious importance, Was a 
nt object ol inquiry? It was a ſpecies of fraud, hich parlia- 
ments conſiſtently with that regard, which they g ed to their 
own honour and to the intereſt of the public, ought np longer 
to paſs unnoticed. It was certainly inevitable 2 ld 
be accounts without eſtimates, but it was of the utmoſt im- 
2 reſerve them in the due proportion to the provided 
ervices. Theſe afforded ſtrong ſuſpicions on the preſent 
occaſion, which ſhould. be aſcertained or removed. Wit 
regard to the ſtaff, the act of appropriation, had e 
It provides that the money for tne 95 of the army mould 
be iſſued in half-yearly payments, which was, ſtated in the 
diſpoſition paper, although none in reality has been iſſued for 
either oſ thele ſince midſummer, 1794 a balance of xþ00o). 
being due from that time. With x to the Bank, nothin, 
had been faid, For barracks, teſpecting which the honourab 
gentleman had accuſed him of, a wilfull miſtatement, inſtead 
of 1,190,000. which he had ſtated, it was {aid there was on] 
900,000], exclubve of ordnance, but with the ſums whi 
were intended to; be laid out on this head, his original ſtate- 
ment of 1,190,000l, would not be found to be erroneous, To 
this amount, however, without conſent, of _ parliament, had 
ſums been expended for permanent barracks, far the accommo- 
dation of 40, ooo men, Which in time of peace was an 
aſtabliſn ment moſt. alarming to this country. It would, he 
aid, require aa millions of permanent revenue to provide the 
maſs of the national debt with. the accumulated expences which 
the war had occaſioned, 1 at preſent, there 
would be a deſalcation of the revenue. The uties on fpirits 


- 


would be reduced, which though increaſed during the war 
when no ſmuggling prevailed, 0e be diminiſhe in caſe of 
peace, upon he Chancellor of the Excheguer's principles to 
remove temptations to ſmuggling. Gentleman ſaw the oper- 
atiomof taxes, and might judge hoy trell, burdens were to be 
endured. I hey ſaw the rigdur with which they, were enforced, 
and the enogufHgement giyen to informets. He had heard 0! 
a caſe in Northumberland, where a farmer of great ko ae 
and reſpectability, who, had only, given.2 return of one hoff 
for riding to the officer, was ſubjected. in the penalty, in con- 
 lequenec of an; information dat his daughter had rode 10 
church on a cart horſe that had not been, returned; Bp Ah 
was the rigour of the ſtatute, that the juſtices had been 


© "obliged 
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obliged to find him Rable in the penalty. Every new tax too 
ant only an addition to i Par of the people, but am 
increaſe of influence to the crown, a circumftaneeywhich an 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Windham) had formerly deeply 
deplored, whatever his preſent ſentiments might be. In the 
whole courſe bf the wan, 'minifters had miſtaken profuſion for 
vigour, and had only exhibited the pitiful contraſt of ſupphes 
without exertion, and means without performance. Upon 
the ſubject which he had introduced to their conſideration for 
an inquiry, the Houſe might exerciſe their diſeretion 5 what- 
ever was the event, he had the conſolution to refle& that he 
had gone right and diſcharged his — in propoſing the in- 
quify. A e in that Houſe might haſtily reject the points 
on which he dwelt,” as affording no room for inquiry; the 
people out of doors, however, he was convinced would form 
a different opinion. - It had been ſaid that to adopt ſuch an in- 
quiry, would convey to the public” an in 1 that their 
finances were worſe than they really were. Was there, how 
ever, any riſque or likelihood that the committee for which he 
moved would exaggerate the danger of our ſituatiom, ot diſplay 
out reſources in colgurs toomelancholy ! On the contrary it 
would remove every jealouſy and apprehenſion, would infpire 
confidence in the minds of the people, and vindicate che claim 
of the Houſe" to the regard of the country, by proving that 


they deſerved it. enn 
r. Steels roſe to explain. The vote e 
nted by the Houfe, would, he faid, be ſufßelent to pay 
all the arrear of the army, under the head o Pindries, 
up to the grftof December laſ . 
Mr. Grey was glad to hear this fast: that did hot, how- 
ever, alter the, ſtatement of the amòuit of che nutſtanding 
— Exchequer bills might be iſſued to the preſent ere- 
tors. | muenze, eee deen ene 
Mr. Martin faid, be could not content himſelf with giving 
a ſilent wh though he ſhould-not detaàin the Houſe à ſingle 
minute. He hack ſtrong and impefious reaſons for going 
into a commiiter to conſider of the fate of the natiom ; he 
had not heard one cbloutable argument for not going into the 
committee. He declared, therefore, thaths ſubald not con- 
ſider himſelf as an honeſt man, nor did he vontefve how an 
man could look the public or his conſtituuntt in the ſuce, if, 
at a moment of ſuch general diſtraſgas4he preſcut, he ſ 
vote againſt ſuch inquiry. jm. 
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The Houſe then divided on Mr. Fame 


oder of the day: 
Ls | Hes, 60 
| ee 20 
bi + ach prevacid 
1 0 Acdjourned. As 
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Hon. Jokn Rawdon cri ip ot as 1 
Sir Matthew W. Ridley; Bart. Newadile 4 
Mautice Robinſon, Eſq. = Bordighbridge | | 
Hon. St. Andrew St. Jokn _ Bedfordſhire county if 
William Smith, Eſq. = | Camelford ene 4 
Right Hon. Lord Robert Spencer  Warcham — 49 | 
Thomas Thompſon, Eſq. Evemam 2 
Robert Vyner, Eiq. Thie 1 
Robert Vyner, junior, Eſq. Lincohnſhire cdunty 1 
Charles Callis Weſteru, Eſq. | Maden q 
r Tet.Lets. g 1 
Samuel Whithread, junior, Eſq. - - Beilforl | | 
John Coriſtian Curwen, Eſq. Carlifle, | 448 
er „ — ar 1 Y 
HOUSE OF LORDS. | 
Fuba, March 11. | | 
The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, that a ramour having gone ; 
abroad, that when he had made his motion lately reiße ige 


the application of the 44 per cents. he had meant to make 
ſome inquiry relative to the grant made to Mr, Haſtings, he 
took that opportunity to ſay, that he had no ſuch intention. 
Earl Moira gave notice, that it was his intention, ſome time 
this ſeſſion, to mov for a Bill relative to the ſituation of debt- 
or and creditor, fimilar to that, the outlines of which he had 
oftered to theirlordſhips in 1794. | ag | 
e GAME LAS. 
On a motion for the third reading of the Bill fot amending 
certain clauſes in the game laws. * | 
The Earl of Lauderdale roſe to propoſe a clauſe by way of — 
rider to the Bill, viz. that its proviſions ſhould extend to that ; | | 
part of Great Britain called Scotland and Wales. The pro- 8 
priety and neceſſity of this clauſe were ſo very apparent, that 
his lordthip ſaid, he thought it unneceſſary to trouble the | 
Houſe with any arguments in its ſupport. Common ſenſe and | 
common juſtige-pointed out both; if ſueh 4 law was neceſ- 
_ in England, for preventing any damage being dons to the 
+ # 04:11. 1796. 3 E harveſt 
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harveſt, à fortiori it was neceſſary in Scotland where the har. 
veſt in general was much later. Beſides; if this clauſe was 
not introduced, gentlemen from the northern counties of Eng- 
land would be making inroads on their Scotch neighbours, and 
amuſe themſelves with killing their game, till it Was lawful 
ſor them to kill their own. ut dA i 6d) 
Lord Mulgrave 84 the clauſe, and argued againſt it 
with great power of reaſoning, inaſmuch as it tended to 
change and clog the original Bill, for the proviſions of 
which he had voted, If there was ſuch an urgency for ex- 
tending thoſe regulations to Scotland and Wales, as repre- 
ſented by the noble earl (lord Lauderdale), it would, in his 
opinion, be better to bring in a new Bill for that diſtinct pur- 
poſe, rather than introduce the matter in the preſent Bill, with 
which it was in a great meaſure unconnectet. 
The Earl of Kinnoul ſaid, he was ſenſible that a regulation of 
the nature propoſed was highly neceſſary in Scotland, and he 
would give it his ſupport whenever it was propoſed ;/ he ſhould 
however oppoſe the preſent Bill, in the hope that a new Bill, as 
mentioned by the noble lord (lord Mulgrave), would be propoſ- 
ed, and to that he would give all the countenance in his power. 
The Earl of Derby ſaid, he could conſider the noble lord's 
candour to be only apparent candour, becauſe ſuppoſe that 
the preſent clauſe were thrown out, it was poſſible that the 
other Bill, which they talked of with a view to Scotland, might 
be rejected, and that he thought extremely probable, as the 
pou of Scotland and Wales did not approve of ſuch a law. 
is lordſhip ſaid, it was almoſt time to enquire what was to 
become of the famous argument about the preſervation of the 
corn; like the pretended. view to the preſervation of che game, 
it was wholly loft tight of! > 03 #6 baibbogy 6}. 54 
Lord Mulgrave ſaid, the noble earl had perhaps without 
perceiving it, made his objection much ſtronger than he had 
put it himſelf. If the people of Scotland and Wales did not 
approve of ſuch a law, it was a good reaſon for rejecting the 
clauſe, and for not cramming it down the throats of the 
natives of thoſe parts of the kingdom. d cc ri 
The Earl of Derby declared, he could ſee no propriety in 
crammipg the Bill down the throats of the people of Scotland; 


de could however ſee ſtill leſs in cramming it down his throat, 


ho lived in. Lancaſhire, a Bill, Which was originally intended 
ge OOTY the wiſhes of the county of Norfolk. It might 

it their convenience, but it did not meet with the approba- 
tion of his part of the country: His lordſhip, moreover, 


— 
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faid, it was not the mere queſtion of locality, that he objected 
to; he diſapptovedꝭ of the Bill in toto. 

The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, if there were doubts of carry- 
ing a Bill, at «preſent under conſideration in another place, 
why neglect the opportunity of doing good themſelves, when 
they had it in their power. The true argument in defence of 
the clauſe was miſunderſtood ; he did not wiſh, that they 
ſhould ram down their throats the partridges of Scotland, 
when they would not let the inhabitants of that part of the 
kingdom, for fourteen days, have any of the partridges of 
England to cram down their throats. | 4 

Marquis Tytbnſend faid a few words againſt the clauſe, and 
in ſupport of the Bill, + 

| The Earl of Radnor wiſhed! to be informed if M ales was 
not — in the words * that part of the kingdom called 
b Eng and $42 $1505 055 | | | , 

Lord Darnley (aid a few words, and Lord Thurlow dropped 
ſome anſwer to Lord Radnor's queſtion. - 


The Houſe divided— 57 3 
MV enen... 342426 
5 Contents - | — : — 14 


Majority againſt the clauſe 132 
The Bill was then read a third time, and paſſeld. 

 SHADWELL'S DIVORCE BILL. | | 
The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, as he wiſhed to remove the 
objections that on a former day had been bad. wh agalaſ the 
clauſe, which he was deſirous ſhould. be introduced into this 
Bill, he would now move another clauſe, that ſeemed to 
him to be ſo modified as to obviate thoſe objections, and to in- 
clude the reſtrictions then ſuggeſted. It ſtood now that ſome 
proyiſion ſhould: be made, &c. &. 8 
The clauſe being read, NA 927 A 
Lord Mulgrave objected to its application in the particular 
caſe in queſtion. | His lordſhip ſaid, he thought that ſome pro- 
viſion ſhould be made ſor unfortunate women in certain caſes, 
but could by no means admit that it ought to be adopted as a 
general principle, and enforced by legil ative coercion, The 

preſent caſe was clearly. of a nature bighly unfit to have an 
ſuch proviſion coerced # nor was it at ki neceſſary to *eſtri 
the generoſity of the huſdand who had behaved fo liberally of 
his ewnaccord:, 1 0 14 RIM 1 IA 
be Earl of Lauderdale lamented that he had ſuch a ſup- 
porter, who approved the principle but objected to the appli» 
; 3E2 cation 
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cation: The other day the noble lord's obfection was, that 
the reſtriction was in the clauſe ; now, the objection was, 
hat it vras omitted. He was ſorry to be ſupported by a noble 
lord ho bleu bot and cold, and reaſoned. directly differently 
on one and the other ſart of argument. 
Viſcount Sydney faid, that he knew: little of the ſubject; be 
ſeldom attended ſuch caſes, but he thought, from all that he had 
been able to collect in the debate and from what he had read, 
that no ſuch clauſe ought to be adopted, eſpecially in this cate, 
and that the:proviſion ſhould be wholly left to the generoſity 
and compaſſion of the huſband, who qught not to be ſub. 
to any | compulſory. act. He rcjoiced to learn from 
ſo high authority, what had fallen from the noble and learned 
lords, who exprefied! a wiſh that no fuch ſubjects ſhould be 
diſcuſſed in that Houſe, but that they ſhould be left to the de- 
ciſion of ſome ſeparate juriſdiction; that occaſioned him 
chieſly ta ziſe, becauſe friendſhip, connection, acquaintance, 
and partiality would operate with" their lordſhips, and he had 
ſeen Bills, to which perſons of connections were parties, 
treated in that Houſe very differently from other divorce bills, 
where the parties were unknown. Such ſubjects might be 
expected to be much more impartially and temperately heard 
and decided in the courts W. His lordſhip concluded 
with declaring, that her hoped the noble and learned lord“ 
would ſeriouſſy tyrg their minds to the ſubject, and either 
this ſeſſion or the next, introduce a Bill upon it. | 
The £arkif Haordwithe reminded the Houſe of che lette: 
 which-he bad pr ouο in the laſt debate on the ſubject, 
which letter, Mr. Shadwell of his own accord offered to ſe- 
cure 1000. annuity to the uſe and 1 Mrs. Shadwe!!. 


= 


—_— 
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His lordſhip declared, he agreed with Lord Mulgrave, that it 
would be hard to roſtrict his charity, and make that compulſory 
which ought to be matter of generoſity. The earl ſaid, he 
coincided with the noble viſcount, in rejoicing to hear of an 
mention to refer divorce bills to the cqurts below, and hoped 
. lords would turn their thoughts to the 
= Kod Thur lowfaid, he wouldeonfine himſelf to the prineiple in 
 afewobſervations, and would in the en place, expreſs himfelf as 
the noble viſeount had dene, and declare he wiſhed ſuch bill 
werexe'erred to another juriſdiction, where they would be adjuſt- 
eld io a better manner. With regard to the eſauſe propoſed, he 
objected to any ſuch clauſe on account of the general principle 
it laid down; nor could he hear with patience, of a ſe- 
rious propoſal for its introduction and application in a caſe, of 
4 4 on p 4 
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all ade He moſtheinous, black and malignant, without alle- 
0 


viation of any ſort, or poſſibility of recrimination, or complaim 
of ill ulage. 1 their lordſhips recolect that if the an 


were made compulſory, it would doubtleſs be applied 
to the maintenance of the emigri, who did the wrong to the 
injured huſband. Such clauſes were, his lordſhip ſaid, un - 
precedented and highly improper: Confider what- ſtate their 
lordſhips would be i in, if e Clauſe paſſed ? Upon all divorce 
bills they muſt go into an examination of the ſortune and 
ability of the huſband to make a proviſion. In criminal cafes, 
KY a court of criminal juriſdiction, it was ufual to aſcertain 
iuch facts, in order, in abatement or mitigation-of a-pecuniary 
penalty, to ſee to what extent the party convicted was able 
or ought: to bear a fine. If their lordſhips adopted ſuch a 
principle as that propoſed, they muſt — by evidence, 
what the fortune of the huſband was; or they muſt award a 
certain looſe ſum, without any evidenoe at all, a matter evi- 
3 If they did go — — it was to 
de guided as to the fr of the-fine th wy thould put upon 
the unfortunate huſband for having fultained/fo he avy a wrong 
The Earl of Darnly declared his opinion to he in favour 
of the motion, not "IT the caſe a particular one. 
Lord Wa in opinion from the noble and 
learned lord, gr? age criminal as it was, did not, he ſaid, ap- 
pear to him to be ſuch as to make all proviſion for the wife 2 
neceſſary. Fhe unfortunate woman was in "ſome degree an 
object of compaſſion, as ſhe had written letters, that proved 
der extteme contrition, © He hoped, therefore, that their 
tordſhips would not take any meaſure that would make bad 
worlez and if the clauſe paſfed, he did not fee that there was 
any occaſion for the fort of inan that: the noble and 
earned lord alluded too ef 2 
Lord Thurlito in be Lefived eee it waspoſlible 
to-aſcertain W Hat extent of provifiott the huſband was to be 
made liable to, without examinivy into his eircumſtances and 
ability to pay it? His Jordihip again ſaid that be 
to the clauſe as unneceſfaty, 4 it deprived a liberal minded 
man from enjoying the ploaßing reflection of his liberaliey, by 
0 + him to de that which it was his voluntary intention 
to do. ont, of decency and Juſtice, he” did not ſee how 
their 1 5 could inter rey who certainly were not ac- 
quainted op the extent of his property; ; and as to the unfor- 


tunate woman, there: Was nothing in bis opinion, could be 
offered for her in mitigation. er contrition ee 
cere, Was no amends to ber injured” —— 
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The Biſhop of Roc heſt er ſaid, he could not ſufficiently ex- 
preſs his ſurpriſe at hearing the meaſure of a proviſion in 
ſuch an atrocious caſe, - defended upon the principles of juſtice, 
U pon what principles of juſtice could they call upon a huſband 
to ſupport that woman, who had violated every principle of 
juſtice towards him? He had heard it ſaid, there were 
few. caſes in which the woman ought not to be provided for; 
on the-contrary, he could conceive but very few poſſible caſes 
where ſhe ſhould have any other reliance than on the pity and 
mercy of the man, who might not wiſh to abandon to waat the 
woman he had once loved and lived with as his wife. One caſe 
in which the wife ought to have proviſion made for her, was 
the inſtance of great cruelty and ill- uſage of the wife on the 
part of the huſband, which might have forced her to ſeek ſome 
other protector, and abuſe her huſband's bed. What muſt ſuch 
2 principle as the noble earl's motion produce? Would not 
the Houſe be called upon frequently-for rewards of proſtitution? 
He could conceive many cafes where a proviſion would be 
improper ; for inſtance, when a woman, by her divorce, would 
marry a man that could ſupport her in great ſplendour. In that 
caſe, was a part of the late huſband's fortune to go to increaſe 
that ſplendour? Or when ſhewent into what was called high 
keeping; was the injured huſband's property or income to be 
diminiſhed to ſupport her in profligacy? Their lordſhips would 
alſo remember, that they had had caſes before them where ladies 
of high rank have been guilty of adultery with their menial ſer- 
vants; if they were to be entitled to ſettlements upon divorce, 
what was it but to hold forth rewards to poſtillions, &c. to de- 
bauch their ladies. There had been caſes ſtated likewiſe where 
the uſage of the huſband had been pleaded in extenuation. In 
ſuch caſes the proper remedy would be, to refuſe him his bill of 
divorce; where, for inftance, decrepitude and age were linked 
with youth and beauty, the huſband ought to abide the event, 
for he took his wife with his eyes open to the conſequences. In 
the particular caſe before them, he ſaw nothing that could be ur- 
ged in mitigation: an old woman, having twelve children, took 
to her bed a ſcoundrel of a French emigrant, who had been in- 
troduced into the family to inſtruct the children in French. 
On theſe grounds he ſhould oppoſe the clauſe, as holding out 
a brihe to incontinence. 1 | 
The Earl of Lauderdale in reply to his learned friend (lord 
Thurlow) ſaid be had feen Bills with a preamble, ſtating, 
that it was the huſband's requeſt to make ſome proviſion. tor 
his wife; but what he roſe' for principally was, to ſay that 
the learned prelate was the laſt man from whom he expect- 
ed to have heard ſuch an argument. The learned prelate's. 
| | 2 the es he th © pcincipal 
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principal objection to the motion as, becauſe the unfortunate 
lady was advanced in years, and was at that time of life when 
thoſe corporeal enjoyments had ceaſed, and when ſhe could 
only find comfort in a future fate, - This was the ftate which 
the reverend prelate had deſcribed, in another place, in meſt 
glowing language, and elegant terms. The lady certainly 
from her years, would be leſs prone to vice, and was the 
more likely, if kept from penury and want, to become peni- 
tent, and not join in thoſe. revels, appropriated” in profane 
hiſtory, to a perſonage, with whom his lordſhip was not, ke 
preſumed, acquainted. . * | 

The Biſhop of Rechefler in reply admitted, that the noble 
earl had rightly conceived: his argument. It went to the full 
extent of the noble earl's repreſentation. The caſe of ill-u 
of the wife was the ſingle caſe which he had mentioned as 
for a proviſion under the clauſe propoſed. To penitence he 
was "a to give ſuch a proviſion as a ſtate of penitence de- 
ſerved, | od Kenn | 4e7ec) 

After further argument to prove the injuſtice of taxing the 
income of a huſband, probably the produce of his perſonal in- 
duſtry, from Lord MAulgrave, a diviſion took place: 


Contents, — — ĩT9 
Non- Contents, — 21 


Majority, (againſt the clauſe,) 12 
Adjourned. N 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
| | Fripay, Marth 11. Ir 
f = J. Honeywood's eſtate bill was read a third time, and 
alled. | | 
F An account of negroes imported into the iſland of Jamaica 
was moved for, and ordered; © - % 
BURGLARIES AND HIGHWAY ROBBERIES. 


Mr. 7oddrel! roſe, purſuant to the notice he had given to the 
Houſe on a former day, to move for leave to bring in a bill to 
increaſe the puniſhment inflicted by law in caſes of burglary 
and highway robbery. Thoſe crimes, he. ſaid, had of late ob- 
viouſly increaſed to an alarming degree, and, conſequently, it 
became a duty of the legiſlature to take ſome means to check 
this growing evil, In the plan which, be ſhould ſubmit to the 
Houle for that purpoſe, he had taken the act of the 25th: Geo. 
II, cap. 37, for his model; the, Hauſe would recollect, chat the 
object of that act was more effectually to prevent the horrid 

| crime 
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crime of murder. The principal proviſions in that act ere, 
that the perſon convicted ſhould be executed the next day but 
one after his conviction, except that ſhould happen to be Sun- 
day, and, in that caſe, on the Monday following: and, that 
after execution, the body of the criminal ſhould de given for 
diſſection. The firſt part of this act, viz. that which-ordains 
a ſpeedy execution, he did not think neceſſary to adapt in the 


bill which he ſhould propoſe to the Houſe; becauſe, though 


he wiſhed to increaſe the puniſhment in caſes of burglary and 
highway robbery, yet he wiſhed to preſerve a diſcriminating 
line between them and murder; but the next clauſe, viz. that 
which enacts, that the body ſhall be given to the ſurgeons for 
diſſection, appeared to him to be one which might, with great 
2 y, be applied in the two crimes to which he had al- 

ded. By another clauſe in the 25th Geo. II. the perſon con- 
vidted of murder was to be kept, from the time of conviction 
till execution, upon bread and water: this was a ſeyecity which 
he did not ſee the neceſſity of adopting ; for nothing could be 
further from his principles than to introduee more ſeverity than 
the urgent neceſſity of the caſe called for. The regulation he 
ſuggeſted was not, he ſaid, unknown to the law, as a ſtatute 
of Henry VIII. enacted, that the bodies of four felons exc- 
cuted ſhould be ſent to ſurgeons hall for diſſection. Hence 
it was not unknown to our Jaw to ſuperadd this circumſtance 
to the puniſhment of offenoes Jeſs than murder. He had ſpoken 
of this bill to lord Kenyon and the late lord chief baron Skin- 
ner, who both ſeemed to approve of it: nor had he heard of 
any kind of objection to it, but that it would confound the pu- 
niſhenent of murder with leſſer offences, and thereby render that 
pre-eminent crime more common. This he did not believe, 
as this circumſtance was only a ſecondary conſequence, which 
thoſe who were ſo abandoned as to diſregard life would not 
conlider. He hoped that by this increaſe of puniſhment, the 
crimes of burglary and murder might be in ſome degree dimi- 
niſhed ; he confctied, however, he had another object in view 
by this Bill, viz. to check a practice which he feared had 
gained ground much of late, and which Joudly called for ſome 
remedy--he meant that of ſtealing bodies out of church-yards. 
'The Houſe were not, he believed, aware of the extent to which 
that infamous practice prevailed ; he had made very particular 
inquiries about it, and he found that it exceeded almoſt all be- 


lief. If che bodies of perſons convicted of burglary and high- 


way robberies were gien ſor diſſection, it would at all events 
diminiſn the neceſſity of robbing church- yards, and moſt pro- 
—— He concluded by moving for lese 
WR » 77 ; . 3e 4 WEL 
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to bring in a bil for the purpoſe of anatomiz ing felons executed. 
for burglary and highway robbery. N 307 e 
Mr. Buxton ſeconded the motion, ſimply on the ground that, 
by inereaſing the materials for diſſection, it was likely to pro- 
mote improvements in ſurgery. A Wan 
Mr. Francis ſaid, that when this ſubject was firſt mentioned 
to him, he was led to believe that anatomical improvement was 
the principal inſtead of the ſecondary object of the honourable - 
gentleman. However, if the meaſure was likely to be attended 
by moral improvement alſo in diminiihing the number of bur- 
ies" and highway robberies, a very important additional 
advantage would certainly be obtained. There might be ſerious 
doubts entertained as to the general principle of the bill, leſt, 
by extending to other offences theſe aggravated penalties, which 
the law now affixed excluſively to the crime of murder, that 
impreſſion of horror which nature, co-operating with legiſla- 
tive proviſions, had implanted in the human breaſt againſt a 
crime ſo atrocious and deteſtable, might in ſome degree be 
abated and *diminifhed. In this view it might, perhaps, be 
deemed ĩnexpedient to add to the ſeverity of our laws; but 
though he would not recommend additional puniſnment to the 
latitude at preſent propoſed, he thought they might yr, be. 
applied to thoſe offences which came neareſt to the guiit of 
murder. Of this deſeription were choſe inhuman robberies, 
were the offenders, who, not content with taking the property 
of their fellow ſubjects, juſt ſtopping ſhort of murder, exerciſed 
wanton eruelties by maiming and wounding thoſe whom they 
plundered, © Another ſpecies of crimes were thoſe nocturnal 
cepredations, in which men were deprived of their uſual cou- 
rage and means of defence, and were, during the proceſs ot 
the burglaries' which they witneſſed, expoſed at the ſame time 
to terrors worſe almoſt than death itſelf. In caſes like theſe, 
where the offenders had not the fame excuſes, if, indeed, ex- 
cuſes could he admitted, and certainly had none of the riſk of 
common highwaymen," he ſhould not object to their being 
lubject to thoſe penalties, even after death, which the law at 
preſent reſerved for murderers. He ſhould at the ſame time 
wiſh to exempt from theſe ſeyerities, burplaries which were 
not attended with ſuch aggravating circumftances/ i 
Mr. Serjeunt Adair faid, he felt great ſatisſaction in hap- 
pening to be down at that early hour to hear the unexpected 
propoſal made by the learned gentleman, and give it his direct 


oppoſition, even in the very firſt ſtage, hoping that the Houſe 

would not permit it to advance into another. It was much to be 

lamented that there ſnould be ſuffered to exiſt in the criminal 
Vol. III. 1796. 3 laws 
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laws of this kingdom, any thing which. could operate as a de- 
duQtion from that general admiration which our judicial code 
was otherwiſe entitled ta r2ceive. Unhappily, however in- 
equalities did exiſt in the claſſes and definitions ; of, crinics, 
by which the ſeveral penalties were attached to ſpecies. of 
oftence infinitely leſs obnoxious in every moral. view than 
many others which were puniſhed in a much ſlighter manner. 
This had been obſcry.d by all verſant with the criminal juſlice 
of the country in its application and practice, and had been 
conſidered as a manifeſt defect in our criminal code; but were 
gentlemen aware of the extent that was given to the definition 
of this kind of burglary? Were they aware that à ragged 
boy who paſled the moſt populous ſtreet in the me: ropolis aft 
ſinſet, which was at four o'clock on the twenry-Arlt of De- 
cember, and who taking out a pane of glaſs with his knife, 
and with a wire drawing out two pennyworth, of ribbon, or a 
pair of garters, was guilty of the crime of burglary, and mult 
receive fentence-of death? Was the perſon who took a few 
ſhillings, without committing any violence, to be compared to 
the nocturnal way-laying muiderer ? ;, Were the, obvious mo- 
ral diſtinctions of theſe crimes to be confounded. and held forth 
to the people, as meriting the ſame F of puniſhment? 
Surely the humanity of our nature, and the moderation of our 
laws, could not fully approve of ſuch an, offence as he had 
ſtated being puniſhed with, the forfeiture of life, without in- 
flicting thoſe farther penalties which experience: had {hewn to 
impreſs the mind with horror almoſt inconcęivable. In truth, 
the complexion of our criminal laws was alteady too ſangui- 
nary and ſevere, "The puniſhment of the torture had been 
Jong baniſhed from this country, and God. forbid. that it 
ſhould ever be revived. Since that time we had little more than 
the penalty of death to iuſſict upon offences the molt foul and 
flagitious, and it was a painful reflection to think that it was 
not entirely reſerved for murder and high treaſon, but alio 
inflicted on offences which had no comparative enormity. 
He was far from wiſhing to juſtify, or even to palliate, any 
breach whateyer ofthe law; he could not for a moment; how- 
ever, loſe ſight of the diſtinction to be made between the 
man whom diſtreſs obliges him to go out into the highway, 
and, without any attempt or deſign upon the life of the petlon 
whom he met with, demands and receives a few ſhillings, 
which are no object whatever to him from whom he takes it. 
He could not but diſtinguiſh between ſuch a man and the 
cowardly nocturual affaſlin, who, without any immediate 1% 
that he knows of, lies in wait to ſtart upon his prey. 4 
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The hw had ſet up, on the impulſe of God and nature 
this barrier between murder and all other crimes, and that 
legiſlature Wonld, in his opinion, act moſt unwifcly, which 
ſhould” be induced on any account to remove it. The moſt 
that could be expected from it, and even that muſt be ex- 
tremely uncettain, was that they might have fewer burglarics 
and highway robberies, but would have more numerous mur- 
ders. Amit the dreadful maſſacres and afſaflinations with 
which the neighbouring nations were accufed, it was the juſt 
and hongurable boaſt of England, that murder was here lefs 
frequent than in aby other country. Let them therefore be 
cautious how they would deſtroy, or even confound thofe im- 
preſſions, prejudices, and terrors, which ſeparated murder 
in its confequences, as in its nature, from every other crime. 
As to the effect which ſuch meafures might have in the im- 
provement of anatomy, it bore no proportion to the impor- 
tance of other conſiderations, nor would the proviſion of this 
Bill, he believe, furniſh all the ſupplies for which the ſur- 
geons might have occaſion. Nor was he ſuch an enthuſiaſt 
for the promotion, of the ſcience of anatomy as to advance it at 
ſuch a price, and by ſuch means. He hoped the Bill would 
not be fuffered to go into another ſtage; but ſhould it ſo pro- 
ceed he would take another opportunity of exprefling himſelf 
more at large upon it. | 3 | 
The Mtorney General regretted that he had not Known that 
the ſubject of the Bill moved for, Was to have been agitated 
that day, had he been apprized that this motion was to have 
come on, he mould have made inquiry among thoſe who 
were at the head of his profeſſion, and who were {ated to 
dave approved of this meaſure. If, however, they had enter- 
tained that opinion with any degree of confidence, he thought 
it probable that this buſineſs would have come forward in a 
diſferent way. Death was in his opinion, at Jeaft a ſufficient 
puniſhment for any crime; and he alſo thought that confound- 
ing puniſhments muſt neceflarily confound crimes, becauſs 
a diſtin Aion in guilt was taken away, The crime of mur: 
cer, certainly the moſt dreadful of all others, alone appeared 
to him to call for the extraordinary puniſhment of dillection; 
and it certainly muſt "t-ke away part of the horror of that 
crime, to put it on a level with others of ſo inferior a nature 
2s had been alluded to; and therefore he concurred entirely with 
the learned ſerjeant who, by a long, an able, and humane adminiſ- 
tration of the criminal law, had deſer ed the x armeſt thanks ot 
his colhtry; It might be faid,. that the abfervations ot the 
lcarted ſerjeant with regard to the deſeription of - crimes eome 
FFI priced 
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priſed under the name of burglary was rather an argument 


againſt the law upon that ſubject, than againſt this Bill; but 
it ſhould be recollected, that all thoſe imperfections in the cri- 
minal law were in a great degree corrected and remedied by 
the merciful manner in which they were adminiſtered. It, 
however, he had no other objection againſt the motion, its 
tendency to increaſe the crimeof murder, by rendering it almoſt 
immaterza}, whether a man in the commiſſion of a burglary, 
added murder to it, was ſufficient to induce him to give it his 
oppoſition. OY 

Mr. Fox objected to the Bill, and ſaid, the point in which 
his oppoſition to the propoſed Bill reſted was, that it annihilated 


the diſtinction between murder and other crimes, which was 


ſo eſſential to inſpire juſt impreſſions of guilt, Mr. Fox aid, he 
wiſhed barely to mention, that in his opinion it would be a 
happy thing for the honour of this country, and the ſecurity 
of individuals, whenever Mr. Serjeant Adair and the Attor- 
ney general ſhould devote ſome part of their time to a reviſion 
and amendment of the criminal code of the 'kingdom which 
was ſo juſtly complained of. 

Mr. Vanſittart alſo oppoſed the Bill, and faid, he thought 
that when the penalties of crimes were confounded in the 
manner propoſed, criminals might be induced ſometimes to 
commit murders, which they would not otherwiſe have done, 
in order to eſcape detection. | Ty, | 

General Smith ſaid he thought, that ſome additional pre- 
vention of highway robbery was neceſlary ; where men wan- 
tonly fired in a coach, and wounded a paſlenger before they 
committed the robbery, they ſhould be puniſhed as murderers, 
though he could not agree to the Bill in the utmoſt extent to 
which it was propoſed to be carried. | 
Mr. I. Hawkins Browne oppoſed it, as tending to confound 
the diſtinctions of crimes. | 

Mr. Courtenay thought it would encreaſe murder, without 
diminiſhing the number of felonies and burglaries. 

Mr. Fodrell ſaid that he would not puſh the ſubject, ſince 
the ſenſe of the Houſe ſeemed to be againſt his motion. He 
had acted from the moſt conſcientious, motives of duty, but he 
hoped that the learned gentlemen who had oppoſed him would 
direct their attention to remedy the defects of which they 
ee and to meet the alarming evil he had ſtated to 
exiſt. 

The motion was rejected without a diviſion. 

A meſſage was received from the lords, ſtating that they 


had paſſed an act for empowering lord Temple and lady Ann 
Bridges, 
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Bridges, to make the proper ſettloments, though minors, and 
agreed to various private acts. | 
*I | GAME LAWS, 


Mr. Curwen, purſuant to the order of the Day, moved for 
the Speaker's leaving the Chair, for the Houle to reſolve itſelf 
into a committee on the game laws. 

Mr. Wallace oppoſed this motion. His main purport was 
to ſhew, that if after the example of France, we conſented to 
reſign any of thoſe feudal or other rights tranſmitted to us by 
the laws of our anceſtors, there was no point at which con- 
ceſſion ought to ftop; and the conſequence mult be a gra- 
dual, if not an immediate abolition of all privileges, and a diſ- 
ſolution of all property. Whatever theoretical hardſhips 
might be thought to exiſt from the rigour of the game laws, 
they had no practical exiſtence from the mildneſs of their 
adminiſtration; and, however ſome gentlemen might with to 
repreſent them, the people, if treated with any degree of 
attention by their ſuperiors, were not in the leaſt diſpoſed to 
envy them the poſſeſſion of their amuſements. | 

Mr. Buxton cenſured the practice of conſtantly holding out 
the example of France as a warning againſt every idea of im- 
provement ; that ſort of argument would-go further to prevent 
the correction of abuſes as long as France had any exiſt- 
cence, It was by no means to be wondered at that the game 
laws in France thould have been amongſt the firſt objects of 
reform; during his reſidence in that country he had ſeen many 
men ſent to perpetual flavery in the gallies for the enormous 
offence of having dared to kill a partridge. 

Mr. Cx faid, though he profeſſed himſelf an advocate for 
rational liberty, he could not fee without diſtruſt, that the 
cauſe of liberty, and relief from oppreifion, were fo ofcen 
made the pretence for motions, the real object. of which, he 
feared to be, the ſubverſion of all rights, and of the Br:tiſh 
conſtitution. He never liked France at any period of bis 
life, and at this time he deteſted it. Every thing, therefore, 
which reſembled the commencement of revolution there, muſt 
meet with his oppoſition, The game in France might poſ- 
ſibdly have been too rigorouſly” protected, and it was at tne 
time of the revolution, he © believed, exceedingly - abundant, 
That, however, as well as the other encroachments upon 
feudal rights, was the fignal of that general ſpoltation which 
ſoon after enfued, When this meaſure had been firſt pro- 
poſed, there was nor, he obſerved; 'a- word ſpoken of the 
rights of men: but as ſoon as a diſpoſition: was Maniſeſted in 
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the Houſe to accede in part to the propoſal, the language im. 
mediately aſſumed a bolder tone. As to the idea or making 
game the property of land- ners, he treated it as nugatory; 
as it was not the quality of game to ſix a relidence on any one 
man's land more than another's, = | 
Mr. Francis faid, he could but condema the, diſingenuous 
manner in which this ſubject was treated, as if all abuſes were 
of courſe entitled to continue for no other reaſon than from 
their long continuance, and as if oppreſſion could not poſſibly 
be removed without a poſitive deſign of copying the French 
revolution. With reſpe& to game being made property, he 
ſaw nothing more extraordinary in that than in the property 
in fiſh, or pigeons, or rabbits. They all had loco- motive 
porperties to remove from one place to another. A hare 
could run, and ſo alſo could a rabbit. A partridge could fly, 
and ſo alſo could a pigcon. A fiſh had the power of ſwim- 
ming, without being ſuſpected of any particular attachment 
to the proprietor of that part of the river in which it might be 
found. | 3 | 

Sir John Rous was againſt the motion, and Mr. Curwen 
replied, afier which the Houſe divided— | 

Ayes, (for the Speaker's leaving the chair) 36 

ves, | 27 


Majority, 20 
The Houle then went into a committee, Mr. Bradyll in 
the chair, when Mr. Curwen moved a re ſolution “ That 
it is the opinion of this committee, that tie exiſting game 
laws are oppreſſive in their operations, and inadequate to the 
objects ſor which they were intended.” 

Mr. J. Hawkins Brown, though friendly to the meaſure, - 
which was intended, could not acquieſce in the propoſed 
reſolution, which would, without any neceffity for ſo doing, 
induce the committee to adopt an abſtract propoſition,” 

Mr. Fex obſerved, that his honourable friend had been very 
unfairly dealt with an this que ſtion. He had firſt brought 
in 2 Bill for the regulation of the game laws, when the Houſe 
adviſed him to abandon that mode and diſcuſs them in a com- 
mittee. To that propoſition he had aſſented, and now he was 
informed that this was not the time for diſcuſſion, He recom- 
mended his honourable friend therefore to withdraw the refo- 
jution and proceed: upon his original plan, by bringing in a 
Bill and paſing it through the ſtages in a regular way, 

Mr. Curwen then conſented to withdraw it, and moved, 
That the chairman be directed to move for 1 - 
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a Bill to repeal certain of the exiſting game laws, which be- 
ing agreed to, the Houſe reſumed. 2 


- " SLAVE TRADE, 


Mr. Wilberforce ſtated his regret that the illneſs of Mr. 
Dundas would prevent his attendance at the diſcuſſion of the 
report of the Bill for the abolition of the flave trade which 
ſtood on the order for Monday the fourteenth inſtant. He was 
exceedingly willing that the right honourable gentleman 
ſhould have an opportunity of aſſiſting at the debate, but at 
the ame time could not conſent to any thing which might 
endanger the paſſing of the Bill before the Eaſter receſs, leſt 
any thing ſhould happen which might cauſe it to be deferred 
to another ſeſion. He muſt alſo conſider, that there would 
be the fame opportunity for diſcuſſion. on the third reading of 
the Bill. He would, however, agree to let the report ſtand. 
over for Tueſday the fifteenth inſtant, and moved for the 
order by which it ſtood for Monday to be diſcharged, which. 
was agreed to. 5 

On the queſtion for the report being taken into conſidera - 
tion on Tueſday the fifteentu, beta le * 

Mr. Dent thought the right honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Dundas, ) of whom he ſpoke in the kindeſt terms, would not 
be treated with indulgence, nor even candour, if there were 
not a longer delay. Many gentlemen had not oppoſed the 
Bill in its laſt ſtage, hoping that, Mr. Dundas would be re- 
covered, and attend in bis place on the report; when, by 
opening the eyes of the Houſe to the deſtructive conſequence 
of the abolition, it would meet with, an effectual oppoſition. 
There was another ground upon which he would oppoſe con- 
ſidering the report on "Tueſday, and that was, his determina- 
tion of taking every opportunity, of oppoſing the Bill in all its 
ſtages, whether regular or incidental, % 404310 

After ſome further converſation,. the Houſe divided on this 
queſtion, when there being only twenty-two members preſent, 


the Houſe, of courſe, adjourned to Monday. Kay 


- HOUSE OF LORDS. 
MonpayY, March 14. Fes 
Counſel was heard in an appeal from Scotland, in which 
Edward Ommany, Efq,. and others were appellants, and Mrs. 
Lydia Mariana Douglas and others reſpondents. Ordered 
to proceed, * 01 bf. arty © * 
HOUSE 
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» HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Monpay, March 14. 


Croſsſord Bridge Road Bill, and Beecles and Deal paving 
Bills, were read a third time and paſſed. K | 
A meſlage was received from the Lords, informing the 
Houſe that they had agreed to the Bill for altering the com- 
mencement .of the Shooting Seaſon, and to various private 
Bills. = 
| SLAVE TRADE ABOLITION. 

Mr. Wilberforce moved, that the report of the ſlave trade 
abolition Bill ſhould be taken into conſideration, on Tueſday 
the fifteenth inſtant. | 

General Smith objected to the motion, as he underſtood 
a right bonougable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) could not 
attend, who was decidedly averle to the enactment of fuch 
a meaſure. | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that the right honour- 
able gentleman alluded to, was unavoidably prevented by in- 
diſpoſition, from attending in his place the next day; but he 
was able to fay for him, that he wiſhed not to delay the con- 
ſideration of the report; and meant to ſtate his ohjections on 
the third reading of the Bill. OE” 

Mr. Dent withed then to take the ſenſe of the Houſe whe- 
ther or not the report fhould be conſidered the next day. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer (aid, that if the honourable 
gentleman wanted, by ſuch oppoſition, to defeat the paſſing 
of the Bill; if he meant, by thinking he had the majority on 
his ſide, from the thinneſs of the Houſe, to oppoſe the pro- 
, grefs of the Bill, he would find himſelf diſappointed, as his 
honourable friend (Mr. Wilberforce) could at any time move 
ſor the coniideration of the report, ſhould the motion of the 
next day be negatived. : OTH 
The Houſe then divided, and the numbers were, for the 


motion. 
Ayes | 62 
Nees | 18 
Aa exit 44 


CAME REGULATION. 


Mr. Curten moves, that it be an inſtruction to the gen- 
tlemen ho are appointed to prepare, and bring in, a Bill for 


the repeal of certain laws made for the preſervation of _ 
| t 
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that they do make proviſion in the (aid Bill for altering and 
amending ſeveral. other of the ſaid laws, and for eſtabliſhing 
certain other regulations for preſer vation of the game, 


TH DEN TAX ON DOGS. ms Es 
Mr. Dent moved, that the ſeveral petitions preſented to the 
Houſe in the preſent ſeſſion, praying for a tax on dogs, be 
read; and the petitions being accordingly read, Mr. Dent 
moved, and the faid petitions be referred to a committee of 
the whole Houſe on Thurſday the ſeventeenth, The motion 
was agreed to, &c. - | 
 »- CITY MILITIA, 
The Bill for the reducing two acts of the two laſt ſeſſions 
into one, for ordering the militia of the city, and for regulat- 
ing train bands in the ſame, was (on the motion of Sir Wat- 
kin Lewes) read a ſecond time, and committee for Monday 
the twenty-firſt.” | ws By SOT. 
| SCARCITY OF CORN. , 


Mr. Lechmere roſe to give notice of a motion which he 


on ſome future day intended to ſubmit : he meant to aſk for 
returns of all the exportations of corn which took place in 
the years 1776 and 1777, (the hotteſt of the American war, 
and in 1794 and 1775, from the ports of Hampſhire 
Suſſex, and particularly from the port of Southampton. If 
miniſters meant to object to the production of the papers, he 
would make a formal motion for their being ſubmitted. He 
was warranted, from good authority, to ſay, that a great 
deal of corn was ſent out of the country from the ſaid ports; 
and ſome regulation ought to be adopted. to prevent ſuch 
„ . 227 þ 

2. _ SLAVE TRADE. _ | 8 
General Tarleton preſented two petitions, one from the 
corporation, and another from the inhabitants of Liverpool, 
ay the Bill before the Houſe for aboliſhing the flave 
trade, ws $$ $i X | 


- 


' MAROONS. eee 
General M Leod wiſhed, on account of the abſence of 
Mr. Dundas, to diſcharge his motion which ſtood for that 
day (reſpecting the mode of carrying on the war in the iſland 
of Jamaica againſt the maroons,) and fix it for Tueſday the 


ſeventeenth. 


The motion was then fixed for Tueſday the  twenty-ſecond 


inſtant. 
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WASTE LANDS, Lt 


- The commitment of the General Waſte Land Incloſure 
Bill was, on the motion of Sir John Sinclair, diſcharged and 
fixed for Eriday the 18th, 

Mr. Ryder moved for * to bring in a bill for amending. 
the late 0 for granting a bounty on foreign corn; and an- 
'6ther for making the port of Scarborough, in the land of 
* a free port. "OO" motions was agreed to. 

Adjourned. - | 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Toxsbav, March 15. 


Heard counſel on the Scoteh appeal; and after going 
through the uſual routine of receiving Bills from the 
Commons, and _— the Bills on the table, the Houſe ad- 

journed. 
. HOUSE OF COMMONS 

b Toxspæv, March 15. 6 | 

| ea knclofure, and CINE ER Roads Bills were 
read a third time and 

Mr. Ryder moyed or by to bring in a Bill of Indemnity 

for the exportation of rock ſalt. —Granted, 

The American Intercourſe Bill was committed—when Mr. 
Ryder added a clauſe to make any alteration if neceſſity re- 
quired. The report was then brought up and received, 

The Bill for preventing frauds in the meaſurement of coals 
within the city and liberties of Weſtminſter was read a ſecond 
time, and ordered to be private] committed.” 

e Indemnity Bill upon the Teft Act was committed, and 

10 zorted with ſome amendments. * 
r. Robert Duidas moved fbr leave co dring in 2 Bil for the | 
better Preſervation of game in Scotland, 


J ' | SLAVE TRADE. n 

? Mr: Wilber foreh waved the order of the * the Hou? 
to take into conſideration. the report of the committee» on the 
"Ro aboliſning the Altiean Slave Teade, On the queſtion 

In ut, 

gf me, Waun Bath be did motjncend 40-heve offered bi 
opinion in that — e of the Bill ſo early, but to have Waitec 
till he had heard the obſervations of other gentlemen,” Hz 


found it, however, ſo deſective and abſurd in every part, mY 
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it was * far him to let it paſs. The preamble added 
inſult to injury g the procedure was an act of viclenge g the 
manner in which it was propoſed to enforce it had loſt light of 
every principle of right a and tyranny. and oppreſ- 
ſon prevailed. in every..clauſe. He perceived gentlemen to 
ſmile at the aſſettion, hut be would repeat the words, and pro- 
nounce the procedure to be marked with the moſt flagrant 
degree of injuſtice, -- Ho could the Houſe reconcile the idea 
of a Bill 2 into a law, which authoriſed perſons; com- 
mitting crimes in the Weſt Indies being tried in the county 4 
Middleſex. The moment the Bill paſſed, that inſtant he mu 
conſider his property, as a Weſt India planter, ſacrificed to 
the zeal and miſtaken policy of, thoſe gentlemen who firſt agi- 
tated tho queſtion of the Slave Trade. He begged gentlemen 
would ſeriouſly conſider what were the proviſions which they 
were called upon to enact by this Bill, and what were the 
means by which thoſe —— wete to be: carried into exc- 
cution? In the firſt place, in order to facilitate proſecutions 
under this act, the Weſt Iadies are to be taken to be in the 
county of Middleſex, and therefore, in every proſecution, the 
cauſe muſt be tried at that immenſe diſtance from the reſi- 


nary of the planters; they muſt come into England, and 


eave all their concerns, to defend every proſecution. | This, in 
itſelf, appeared: to him to be a moſt intolerable hardſhip; but 
there was another ſtill greater, viz. the penalty impoſed for 
the violation of tdis act, a penalty of no leſs than fourteen. years 
tranſportation to Botany Bay. This was a ſevere puniſhment 
_ even upon the guilty man; but under this act, an innocent 
proprietor of land in the Weſt Indies might be made liable to 
it by the act of his overſeer. He begged the Houſe: to con- 
ſider what muſt he the effect of ſuch à ſentence, as that of 
fourteen years tranſportation to Botany Bay, to gentlemen of 
education, of rank in ſociety, of: iel manners, and of 
extenſive connections: to mingle with 2 ſociety of the loweſt, 
meaneſt, and moſt abandoned of mankind. It would alſo 
terminate all ſpirit of adventure, all incitement to induſtry, 
all thirſt of emulation, for hitherto it had been the hope of 
overſeers to riſe in te world, ſo ſoon as they had obtained that 
employment and the means they had K's doing fo, was by 
laving a portion of their wages: to purchaſe two or three no- 
groes, which they let out to the planters for hire. Such had 
been the progreſs. of our blue- coat boys and apprentices who 
had gone out to the Weſt Indies but ſuch, if this. Bill paſſed, 
would be their progfeſs no longer... Henceforward the planter 


would be ſubject to the penalties of Waben ; 
| are 
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ſhare in the offence, With him would reſt the onus proband:, 
ſince upon the malicious information of any overſeer, who 
might be detected in importing ſlaves for his on advantage, 
he might remove the whole weight of the tranſgreſſion, and 
ſwear that it was done with the connivance of his maſter, 
and as it might be difficult at all times to counteract the 
evidence of the overſeer, he would be ſubject to the charge 
of felony, and incur the penalty of tranſportation. This 
would be the reſult, and every gentleman of character and 
fortune be liable to loſe his reputation, to ſuffer in his 
eſtate, and be ſeparated from his wife, his children, his 
country, and his deareſt connections. Nor would the in- 
tereſts of the Weſt Indies be injured only, but the- intereſts 
of this country, which he was a(hamed to call the mother 
country, fince, by this bill, it had ee that appel - 
lation, would be injured with them. The bill might, with 
ptopriety, be called a bill of general forecloſure. Every mort- 


| papee in this country, upon Weſt India eſtates, would have the 


whole of his ſecurity withdrawn. Was this the return for the 
ſervices of the Welt India planters in the preſent war? Was 


this the gratitude for their exertions ? For them, who, when 


the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) aſked'them if they 
were willing to make a temporary ſacrifice of property, readily 
conſented, and immediately raiſed 3, ooo black men to act as 
pioneers: and fave the health of the army? He wiſhed when 
gentlemen brought forward this Bill, upon the ſcote of juſtice 
and humanity, that they had included a little juſtice and hu- 
manity towards the planters within the pale of their benevo- 
lence, He wiſhed them to remember what had been the con- 
duct of the colonies. He could not but remember it, for he 
nad relations there that had uniformly ated with loyalty and 
courage. He had a nephew, who, at the head of ſome black 
troops, had been fighting for territory in the iſland of Guada- 
:lnupe, and he hoped to be reſtored to his eſtates. - What did 
his expectations with many others amount to, if the preſent 
Bill paſſed ? After having been diſpoſſeſſed of his property, 
after encountering danger and fatigue, and hazarding his life 
to recover what he had loft, after — a party in bor- 
rowing the loan of 1, 5 , ol. advanced to the ſufferers by 
this country, he was to be burdened with a debt which he 
could never hope to diſcharge, and was to be numbered, per- 
haps, in the general exile from Great Britain. As to the Bill 
itſeif, it was problematical as to the means of putting the 
clauſes into execution; it was problematical as to the manner 
of executing them; for while it affected bumanity, it mw 
2 c 
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be the cauſe of the moſt ſhocking bloodſhed and horrors on the 
coaſt of Afriea, as the ſlaves would be put to immediate death, 
if the commerce was ſuddenly to ceaſe. He hoped the Houſe 
would weigh this, and he hoped the Houſe would pay fome 
to the trading intereſt of London, Liverpool, - Briſtol 
and Glaſgow, which would be ultimately ruined if this Bill 
aſſed into a law. Since philanthropy was the cauſe of the 
il, he wiſhed ſome philanthropy were extended towards the 
planters. * He owned, indeed, that when he urged this, he 
did not ' detach it from - perſonal views, but he nevertheleſs 
truſted that in fo doing he did not urgue in a manner unſuitable 
to the general occaſion, © en 
General Smith prefaced his obſervations on the bill, with 
ſtativg, that he had no property in the Weſt Indies, nor had 
he any friends or connexions there to influence the part he 
took, but he ſhould be wanting in his duty to himſelf and to 
the country, if he did not meet it openly, however unpopular 
his opinions of the abolition might be, or however ſubject to 
calumny. He then deſired the act of the gth of queen Anne 
to be read, to ſhe w hat the proceedings of parliament were 
in 1709 and 1710, and compare them with the preſent. If 
the right honourable gentleman oppoſite (Mr. Pitt) had been 
for the continuation of the ſlave trade, the whole Houſe would 
have rung with the injuſtice of this bill, but that right bo- 
nourable gentleman had faid that no conſideration of policy 


ought to'weigh with humanity. He admitted the preamble of . 


the bill to be true, but then it was true one hundred years ago 
as well as at this time, and yet the Parliament at that time 
gave the preference to the policy of the meaſure, and by that 
meams encouraged our trade, our commerce, and our ſhipping. 
We were grown wiſer than our anceſtors, and now we fa 

that they were wrong in the prineiple upon which they acted. 
although we feel the good effects of their proceedings; for 
who would preſume to ſay, that it was not owing to thoſe wiſe 
regulations he had juſt referred to, that our commerce was at 
preſent ſo extended? If the honourable gentleman who intro- 
duced this bill had ſaid, that it was to prevent the cultivation 
of new grounds, he would have ſaid the truth. How different 
then was ſuch a proceeding to the proceeding in 1709-10, 
when 104,000]. was given, to do what? to cultivate-new 
grounds and encourage the importation of negroes fort that pur- 
poſe. How did it claſh alſo! with the proceedings on a late 
_ occaſion, when 14,580,000}. was ordered for the defence of the 
colonies? Was the right honourable gentleman oppoſite ready 
to fay that he would provide in the funds for the riſk that would 
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be incurred by this bill? He feared not, and therefore adviſed: 
him to be cautious how he carried it into execution, or we 
might be threatened: with the loſs of the colonies, to the utter 
ruin of England ina ſimilar, though more ſenſible gegree; wich 
that of America. Gentlemen might go home to their dinners 
or ſuppers, after voting for ſuch @ bill, and enjoy their luxurics 
at their eaſe; but it behoved them to have ſome conſideration 
for thoſe perſons whom they thereby deprived; not only of lux- 
uries but of neceſlaries alſo (a bn cry of hear] bear) He 
did not care for the clamour of hear, bear, bear; nor ſhould 
he ſuffer it to interrupt him; he held it right to perſevere in 
his duty, in ſpite of oppoſition and of clamour. It had been 
ſaid, that the continuation of the ſlave trade Was contrary to 
juſtice and humanity; ſo was the act of preſſiug ſeamen con- 
trary to juſtice and humanity, and yet if he attempted to aboliſh 
the act of preſſing ſeamen, he knew it would be defended upon 
the plea of neceſſity. Upon the ſame plea, the plea of neceſ- 
ſity then, he oppoſed the abolition of the flave trade. He 
withed to have juſtice and humanity ſnewn towards the pro- 
prietors of lands in the Weſt Indies, and to perſons intereſted 
in the ſaſety, proſperity and cultivation of thoſe lands in our 
OWN country, as well as to the negroes on the coaſt of Aſrica. 
He deſired gentlemen to reflect on the army of 20,000 men, 
which remained ſo long at Southampton to embark for the 
Weſt Indies, which certainly ſhould not have been ſubjected 
a the hardſhips of the ſervice if the iſlands were not worth 
ping. Nut um D 1% ent 
Much abuſe had been thrown out againſt the planters about 
their cruelty, &c. but the ſtrongeſt proof, in his opinion of the 
falſehood of theſe accuſations was, the alacrity wich which the 
flares turned out in defence of their maſters and their property 
againſt the French. He ſaid he ſhould not look at any of the 
regulations in the bill, becauſe, he held the whole principle of it 
in ſuch abſolute abhorrence. (He conſidered the practical po- 
licy of continuing the ſlave trade as preferable to the ſuppoſed 
bumanity of aboliſhing it, as the gaod of the Whole community 
was preferable to any partial conſideration, and he had ever) 
reaſon to believe that experience would ſhew the execution of 
it ta be entirely impracticable, and all the proſpect and expec- 
2 ol advantage to reſult from t utterly abortive and fruit 

r ee 
Mr. Francis ſaid, he ſound ãt equally neceſſary with the 
honourable: gentleman Who ſpoke laſt, to ſay a few words by 
way of preface, and in the txpreſſion of his ſentiments he pro- 
miſed to be ſineete. It would not bi true in him to lay * 
c 
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the honourable gentleman, that he had no connections in the 
Welt Indies, although he could ſay with him that he had no 
property there. But, although he had ſome expectations of 
property there, he ſhould nevertheleſs take the ſame part which 
he had formerly done, when he ſacriſiced a conſiderable ſuc- 
ceſſion, of Which his family would have had the benefit; and, 
for his on part, he truſted he ſhould retire that night, as on 
a former one, to his ſupper and his bed with a quiet conſcience; 
fot it was not the luxury of the table that could give appetite, 
nor the bed of down that could give. reſt: where the mind was 
not tranquil, the body could not enjo e. Now, in re- 
gard to the opinions of the honourable baronet and the honour- 
able gentleman ho had oppoſed the bill, he diſeovered ſome 
little difference. The honourable baronet thought the pre- 
amble of the bill added inſult to injury, while the honourable 
gentleman admitted the injuſtice and inhumanity of the ſlave 
trade, even ſo far back as one hundred years ago. This, to 
be ſure, was a great conceſſion; but the honourable gentleman 
contended, that this injuſtice and inhumanity ought ſtill to be 


continued for the ſake of policy. He appealed to the honour- 


able gentlemen in adminiſtration, who, from their wide and 
general reſearch, as well as from the nature of their ſtations, 
were better enabled to decide upon the policy of any meaſure, 
whether, in a large view, policy was not inſeparable from hu- 
manity. | | 
16 Sic ſortis Etruria crevit.” | | 
He who comes to ſeek juſtice and humanity from others, muſt 
firſt of all be proved to have acted upon the principles of juſtice 
and humanity himſelf, Aug tw 
“ Non ferat 2qpum qui petit miquum,” 
That was a maxim, he believed, in the Court of Chancery, 
and ought to be ſo every where. As to the threatened laſs of 
the colonies te the utter ruin of England, ſuch had been the 
evil prophec ies and forehoding, when the ſtamp act was intro- 
duced in regard to America. Thoſe prophecies had fince partly 
been fulfilled, and the loſs of America had actually taken place; 
yet he ſuſpected that Great Britain inſtead of being ruined by 
ner independence, had profited 788 and riſen to a greater 
height n than before. 
forward to the difpenfations of providence, nor could we at all 
times forefee the canſequences' pf our on actions: In regard 
to the argument urged by the honourable haronet in favour of 
the mortgages upon Welt india eſt tes, that if the preſent bill 
paſſed, it would be a bill of general forecloſure, he had * ob- 
| rve 
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argument, and juſtice, was on the ſide of the abolition, He 


ceedings, to vote for this Bill. 
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ſerve that the proprietors in that caſe could not loſe much if 
their eſtates were ſo deeply mortgaged, and conſequently it 
would almoſt be a matter of equal indifference to them whe- 
ther the Bill paſſed or not, ſince they had not much to loſe, 
and could not be much worſe than they were at preſent. As 
to the penalties agaiaſt which the honourable Baronet had 
argued, the lawyers were the fitteſt people to refer to, who 
drew the Bill up. All that he could ſay was, that the penal- 
ties in this, as in every other caſe, ought to be duly pro- 
por tioned to the offence, and if they were more than ſufficient 
they ought to be abated. The honourable Baronet had alſo 
very pathetically lamented that an innocent proprietor might 
be included in the penalties, by the malverſation of his agent, 
or commander in chief, and — a gentleman of birth and 
fortune, of temper, manners, and education, be condemned 
to Botany Bay, to mingle with a ſociety of a depraved and 
vulgar claſs; when a bill. paſſed at the beginning of this ſeſ- 
fron, which rendered the firſt men in the kingdom, for in- 
ance, Dr. Parr and Mr. Burke, liable to tranſportation to 
Botany Bay, for being convicted of a ſecond offence, for 
publiſhing their political opinions, the honourable Baronet 
ſeemed not to feel that lively intereſt for the laws and the 
conſtitution, which he did in the preſent inſtance. .. 

Sir William Young explained and ſaid, that the operation of 
a general forecloſure would alike injure both proprietors, and 
mortgagees ; by an. inſtant ſale of ſuch an immenſe pro- 
perty, purchaſers could not be found, and therefore it would 
fink to half its value. | 

Mr. M. Montague ſpoke in ſupport of the Bill. He con- 
ſidered the antiquity of a bad ſyſtem as no juſtification of its 
continuance ; it was no argument in favour of this trade to 


fay, that it was permitted or encouraged by our anceſtors; if 


they were wrong, that was no reaſon why we ſhould. perſiſt in 
the error. Gentlemen had talked of their property. in this 
trade ; they therefore muſt have a bias upon the ſubject; thoſe 
who wiſhed for its abolition had no intereſt one way or other; 
they ated =y from convictian, and a ſenſe of their duty. It 

im, that upon this queſtion, all the eloquence, 


concluded a ſpeech of great length and ability with reminding 


the Houſe, that they had already decided upon this point; 


they had voted for the abolition ; they were therefore bound 
in honour, and from a regard to the conſiſtency of their pro- 


M. 
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Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid; if it were true that al] the argu- 
ment, all the eloquence; and all the weight of the Houſe, 
were in favour of the Bill, as had been repreſented by an ho- 
nourable gentleman, yet he truſted that thoſe on the other 
fide of the queſtion might venture modeſtly to ſubmit their 
reaſons for not agreeing with the meaſure now propoted ; he 
hoped their opponents, conſcious of the ſuperiority they muſt 
derive from having all the eloquence and argument on their 
kde, would liften to them with mildneſs and patience, ' He 
. muſt confeſs, that he was unfortunately one of thoſe who 
could not aſſent to the Bill. He had conſidered the ſubject 
much; he had entertained many doubts upon it, and he was 
at length convinced that the meaſure was calculated to diſ- 
-appoint the end which it was propoſed to obtain: nor was 
that all; it would go, in his opinion, to endanger ſome of 
the moſt eſſential intereſts of this country. Whether his ta- 
lents or his authority were great or ſmall, he came forward, 
to the beſt of his judgment, to ſtate his ſentiments upon fo 
important a point. It was impoſſible for him to feel more 
concern than he did upon the oceaſion, becauſe he was oblig- 
ed to diffier from many gentlemen whoſe talents he looked up 
to with the higheſt veneration, whoſe views he knew to be 
as pure as poſſibly actuate the human breaſt; and for 
whom he entertained the warmeſt friendſhip; feeling thoſe 
ſentiments of affection and veneration to them, he was led 
very much to doubt the ſoundneſs of his own judgment; 
after revolving the ſubject in his own mind, however, with all 
the abilities he poſſeſſed, he could not aſſent to the doctrines 
which they had laid down; and the more he confidered them, 
the more he was convinced he was in the right in reſpect to 
the opinions he had formed upon the ſubject. 

There certainly never was any topic of parliamentary con- 
{ideration that had undergone mote complete or more delibe- 
rate diſcuſſion than the preſent: every evidence the nature of 
the ſubject would admit ot, every argument that ingenuity 
could adduce had been diligently ſought after and applied on 
the occaſion.” It was, therefore, not poſſible for him to lay 
any new grounds before the Houſe; he muſt be allowed to re- 
ſtate the grounds which he had before ſubmitted to their con- 
{ideration, and truſt to their juſtice for the effect. 
There were two conſiderations which he wiſhed to preſs 
upon the Houſe particularly: Phe" firſt was, that to thoſe 
who thought the abolition of this trade called for by juſtice 
and humanity, and that its abolition would even tend to the 
advantage of the Weſt India Iflands; to thoſe gentlemen he 
Vor. III. 1796. 3H would 


a — * 


— 


— — — 
- - 
—— — - 


— — "> 
— — ́—— * 
— * DT 7 7 "+ 


it hoon « 


Bao ow | 
— * * 


* 
8 
- —— 2 — 
2 ———＋*— 2 ——̃ — IRE 
— —— 2 — C * 
o LI 


— — 


„ 


8 4 + 
«- % - 
«T as 4c wi N 


In -WOODFALLUS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. \fChiinoxs, 
would anſwer, that admitting all their poſitions td be true, 
yet that the means were not calculated to promote their ob- 
nth on the contrary, they would have an- oppoſite effect. 
he next conſideration, which he wiſhed particularly to en- 
force upon the Houſe was, that any attempt to ſucceed in the 
abolition of this trade, without the conſent and co-operation 
of the merchants and planters, could not poſſibly be attended 
with ſucceſs, but would encreaſe it under the continuance of 
other nations. It was eaſy to foreſee the fort of reply which 
would be made to him. It would be ſaid, * What! will you 
continue to commit injuſtice, robbery,” and murder, becauſe, 
if you don't, others will do it? To this he would anſwer, 
that to thoſe who conſidered this queſt ion merely with a view 
to humanity, they muſt give up the very ground of their ar- 
gument, if they put it in that way; beeauſe it was abſurd to 
talk of a wiſh to ſerve the cauſe of humanity, by throwing the 
trade into the hands of thoſe 'who would not carry it on with 
ſo much mildneſs as it was fo undeniable this country did. It 
would be fair for gentlemen to ſay, they wiſhed, by the abo- 
Jition of this trade, to wipe away the ſtan which it had thrown 
this country: it was ablurd, however, to declare they 
wiſhed to ſerve the cauſe of humanity by it, becauſe the very 
reverſe muſt he the reſult,” It had beeti ſtated that America, 
Denmark, and other powers, were taking "ſteps toward the 
abolition of the trade: he would ſtate his opinion fairly upon 
that point; he did not think it poſſible for England to abo- 
liſt the flave traffic, unleſs other nations would alfo conſent to 
To ſpeak about the power which this country had over her 
colonies was a matter of a delicate nature, and on all occaſions 
proper to be avoided-; he wiſhed; however; juſt to throw out 
a hint for the ſerious and ſober conſideration of the' Houſe. 
If this point of the extent of our power over the colonies, re- 
main a matter of diſpute, it might lead to the diſeuſſion of 
another queſtion, which this country had not been accuſtomed 
to hear diſputed. No man who was able to form an idea of 
the relation which ſubſiſted between the mother 'country and 
her colonies, could be ignorant of the great and leading prin- 
ciples of colonial connexion ; they knew that the colony was 
entitled to protection; that ſhe was bound to ſend her 
produce to the mother country; and that the was tu take, in 
return, the/exports of the mother country, and not go to any 
other market for them: theſe were all points that admitted 
of no diſpute. If however, the parliament of England 


ſhould, by preſſing his Bill, got only refuſe to afliſt ye 
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lonies, but ſhould prevent them from drawing affiſtance elſe- 
were, it would become à queſtion of much difficulty to decide, 
what ſtep the colonies would be juſtified in 1 7 ſuch a 
caſe? The Hauſe 'mutt feel the impropriety of his arguing 
this point any longer, he would therefore preſs it no farther, 
but he Was convinced it muſt have proper weight el e 
tlemen: Unleſs, indeed, all conſiderations of policy and ex- 
pediency were to be baniſhed from the conſideration of this 
queſtion, it might be prudent to conſider a little of the pro- 
priety of bringing it forward, which it would not be very 
eaſy to ſettle. This, however, he would venture to aſſert, 
that it would not be in the power of this country to carry this 
meaſure into effect without the | conſent and co-operation of 
the colonies. Gentlemen might aſk, whether there were any 
doubts as to the power of Great Britain, with her navy and 
all her force to put a law, to prevent the importation of ſlaves 
into the colonies if ſhe thought proper, in execution? He con- 
feſſed that there were doubts, and he was the man that was 
ready to maintain that propoſition. If the negroes bad once 
been landed in ahy of the neutral iſlands, ſo lang as the French 
and Dutch had an iſland, it would be abſolutely impoſſible tao 
prevent theit being ſmuggled into our iſlands. He was ſorry. 
he was able to ſpeak with ſo much pteciſion upon this. ſub- 
ject, but it *. a propoſition built on theory, it was 
founded on He knew that with: twenty-eight ſhips, of, 
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war, which we had in the Weſt-Indies laſt ſummer, beſide 
gun- boats and ather ſmall craft cruiſing between two of the 
enemies iſlands, it was found impracticable to prevent all 
communication between the Ftench iſlands and ours ; nor WAS 
the intercouiſe kept ſilently, ſecretly, and cautiouſly, by the 
rowing of canges and barges | off ſhore, and under colour of 
the night, but oſtenſiblys openlys, and. 1a. dekanee by larger, 
veſlels in the day; and therefore he felt. bimſclf F536 65 
ſaying, that it would de impoſſible to, preyeht negtogs from 
being ſmu l was true, and he was. ſorry 4 
#1 


{ay it could not be doubted, they. might-pals what acts. 
parliament they pleaſed, as long as * che intereſt of t 
planter to elade, he certainly would, -Admitting: that 
object of ths Bill was good, and that it was debrieable; 
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tended to defeat its object and alienate the affection of the 
colonies; and by ſo doing endangered the moſt important 
intereſts of the country. This led him to the conſideration 
of mixing conciliatory means and the. intereſts of the colonies 
with the pious and honourable- motives of the framers and 
orters of the preſent Bill. From firſt to laſt, he had 
beemafraid that inſtead of adopting ſuch a cautious and tem- 
perate mode of proceeding, they had tended to alienate the 
minds of the planters from their allegiance to this country, 
He was willing to refer back to a few points in proof of this 
ſuſpicion,” In the outſet of the buſineſs he remarked, that in- 
| Read of offering to the planters a few neceſſary regulations, we 
loaded them with-univerſal opprobrium and ſion. We 
repteſented them as ſavages of the firſt claſs, depriyed of all 
the feelings of humanity, and exulting in every gr of bar- 
barity and horror. Every ſpecies of obloquy was induſ- 
triouſly heaped upon "them, and the firſt; ſentiment that he. 
imdibe from thee proceedings was, that we did not mean 
to protect their pro aperty, but to let them looſe to the reſent- 
ment and miſguided fury of mankind. Such, indeed, was not 
the language of the more diſtinguiſhed advocates of abolition, 
tut unfortunately for that gauſe it was a language that 100 
generally was ſuffered to paſs uncontradicted. 
He begged not to be miſunderſtood; he did not mean to 
charge any of the gentlemen with propagating theſe falſe- 
$/; but he attributed it to their agents, who loſt no op- 
portunity of exciting the public diſlike againſt the Weſt India 
planters, by the propagation of the groſſeſt falſehoods: and 
when the plahters fieſt came 96120 upon this ſubject, it was. 
not ſo much to defend their intereſts, Which were attacked, 
as to vintlicate theft Characters, which were 'calumpiated. It 
Was this general attac upon theit reputation which had unit- 
ed them i fo Hrmly to 5 in one common intereſt, or rather 
in ohe cu mmòon pd 6h againſt their beſt intereſts, and which 
af mete attack upon Meir ih mig would not have effected. 
This 2 peared to hint the worſt Cy that could be adopted 
hole Who rea a wied Ala $9 licinn; ber becauſe they 
90 have” knowy "that congurrehce of © the, plagters in 
their — wulk are a6) tate it to a yety' great, degree. | 
Fr Iota tis" tht ont into n inveſti- 
e ons rats this Bill; chat 27 iy a ex- 
Vere nappa could doubt; "be did. 1 however, 
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Dundas) certainly would not have introduced into this Bill; 
one regulation in particular by which the planter was 
mitted to ſend the flave from one iſland: to another; tò ſuch 
a proviſion he could not give his conſent, as he thought it 
one af the greateſt hardſhips impoſed upon the ſlaves, after 
they had formed an attachment to the ſoil, and were in a 
manner domeſticated; after they had been accuſtomed to 
their maſter; after they had wives and children, to drag them 
away and ſend them to recommence their ſlavery in another 
iland, where: none of theſe conſolations and comforts awaited 
them. He was therefore aſtoniſhed that ſuch a power of op- 
pte ſſion and ſeverity ſnould be left. unreſtrained and without 
limitation in the preſent Bill. Another clauſe in this Bill, 
which he was utterly at a loſs to account for, conſiſtently with 
the principles of humanity, talked of by its ſupporters; was 
that reſpecting the ſlave ſhips of an enemy captured at fea, or 
ſtranded on the ſhore. When any ſhip was ſeized at ſea, 
would it not be natural to ſuppoſe that thoſe unfortunate ne- 
oes who had been dragged: from their country would be 
= back to their families? no, ſo far from it, thoſe gentlemen 
who held ſlavery in ſuch deteſtation, had inſerted a clauſe, by 
which the negroes were to be ſold as ſlaves, and to be di- 
vided among the captors, exacthy in the ſame manner as a 
cargo of brandy. Theſe poor, unhappy captives, who had 
been ſnatched. from their country by every ſpecies of fraud 
and robbery, what was the indemnification they were to re- 
ceive, even at the hands of thoſe who held the trade in the 
greateſt) abhorrence, when they were fold as ſlaves and the 
produce to be divided among the captors? He would not 
fatigue. the Houſe by going through any more of the provi- 
kons of this Bill; with reſpect to its principle, he did not 
quarrel: with it, as it was known he approved of the abolition 
of that trade; and that the only point in which he differed 
from the gentlemen on the other ſide was reſpecting the 
means, and the time of effetting it. He had not changed any 
of the opinions which he originally entertained upon the ſub- 
ject; on the contrary, they were ſtrongly confirmed b 
many recent events: he was fully ſatisfied in his on — 1 
that the ſafety of the e that the trade ſhould 
be aboliſhed as ſpon as poſſible; having, however, come to 2 
e e point, ĩt as at the next ſtep that his mind 
ß 
With to the queſtion of the right of this country, - 


o 
o 


he entertained. ſome doubt, hut with reſpect to the fact, he 
did not enßertain any, becauſe. he was- ſatisſied that no act of 
ow | parliament 
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parliament could prevent the importation of Haves, that is, if 
they had beth previouſly landed in any of the other iNlands ; 
the reaſon for that opinion he had given already, viz. that ex- 
perienee had ſhew, that with twenty-eight ſhips of war, and 
additional naval force of a ſubordinate Teferipi we could 
not event the communication between the iſlands, Upon 
theſe grounds he wiſhed gentlemen to decide, whether his 
concluſion was u juſt one, and whether it was poſſible to 
effect the abdlition, without the conſent of the planters them- 
ſelves ? Whether alſo it would not be proper to ſhew, that 
they were not inattentive to the intereſts of the coloniſts, who 
had ſworn allegtance to the Britiſh Government, and had put 
their ptoperty under the protection of our legiſlature, at the 
ſame time that . were exerting their humagity towards the 
na tives of Afrien r de. 
When the length of time which this trade has been carried 
on under the ſunction of parliament, was urged in its axdur, 
the unfwer was, the longer the abuſe had prevailed, the more 
haſte we vught to make to aboliſh it. An argument fo ill 
ſuited to the importance of Sis Räten, wis 50 delerying of 
any reply. He begged the Houſe to Took at all the various 
acts of parliament by which the trade had been not only. tole- 
rated, but 1 every poſfible means had been uſed 
by government to ſtimulate foreigners to lay out their money 
in this trade, as well as the natives of this country; and 


then he would aſk them, if they could give their aflent to a 


Bil} containing ſuch regulations as thoſe now before them. 
One | honourable *gentleman, an honourable friend of bis, 
ſeemed to tHink, that becauſe this Bill had paſted through 
ſome ſtages, the Houſe was neceſſarily bound to give their 
final aſſem to it; this was ſtrange teaſoning in the mouths 
of thoſe who contended that repeated deciſions in parliament 
in favour of this trade, for à cehtury paſt, ſhould have no 
weight Whatever in its favour Nor was it fair to comprehend 
that, bectoſe” the "Houſe had paſſed certain refolutians four 
years ag, fixing the period of its abolition, that they were 


 conſcientivuſly bound to carry thoſe reſolutons into effect, 


any extrzofiniry change of Eircutiffanices notwithſtanding. 
ar was it from! his wifti'to' tie up gentlemen from exer- 
ciſing a free deliberation pon this ſubjeQ, by referring to 


the decifions of their anceſtors ; on the other Hand, however, 


he muſt contend that they ought not to deny themſelves the 


right of reviſion bf their own previous reſolutions do the pre - 


judice of the public intereſt; "He wiſhed" only to convince. 
them of the fieceſfity of gaming the co-operation of —4 
: 4 W 
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whoſe intereſts were inyolved, by ſhewing them that the pro- 
ſervation of their intereſts formed. a material part of the con- 
ſideration, and that while they were endegvauring to 
exerciſe univerſal juſtice, they were not inattentive to the 
wunicipal and, oroviaeial rights of the coloniſts. 

A worthy Baronet had ſtated that a great deal of pr 


was lent on mortgage upon theſe Weſt India eſtates, and that 


the lenders could not be repaid their money. The hogour- 
able Baronet had been replied to on this point with a degree 


of leyity unbecoming the importance of the ſubject. That 


the property on mortgages. inveſted in ihis country was an 
article of great conſideration, and ought to be ſo with parlia- 
ment, was beyond all doubt. It had been Rated, that the 
whole of the Welt India property amounted to between 70 
and 80 millions ſterling, and that above 20 millions of Britiſh 
property was ſome years, ago veſted in that trade; it was 
to be remembered, that this money was lent upon the faith of 
patliament, ſolemnly and repeatedly pledged. . The planters 
were not only anxious for the pteſeryation of their own pro- 
perty and that of their children, but for that of their creditors 
and mortgagees. The planters had, therefore, a right to re- 


preſent their caſe as ſtrongly as poſſible to parliament ; even 


if they had not, it was the indiſpenſible duty of parliament to 
take thefe circumſtances into conlideration, and to decide ac- 
cordingly. A variety of intereſts . were implicated in this 
extenſive concern, behdes thoſe of merchants, planters, and 
their creditprs ; and as parliament had 2 juſt, legal, and moral 
right to preſerye all theſe various intereſts, parſiament being 
one continued a& of legillatian, an act that had paſſed one 
hundred years gs was as much in force. as an act of peſter- 
day; it was, therefore, the bounden duty of parliament 
to enquire well before they paſled a Bill of ſuch an extent as 
the preſent, to conſider 'how far they Rand reſpoplible. for a 
diſtant protection to ſecure a pris n for igfant children, to 
guarantee truſtees and diane, and to attend to the in- 
veltmehts of executors, With theſe opinions, he was 4 
anxious to convince the palnters WE. bad no other obj 


but juſtice and humanity, and that, their intereſts were never 


abſent from out thoughts, This was with. him the radical 
point, which made him preſs it ſo repeatedly. upon the atten- 
tion of the Houſe; nor was what he had urged, a new opinion 
advanced that day for the firſt time ; he bad urged it with all 
the force he was maſter of four years ago, hen the ſubject 


was under conſideration. hh 
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that the abolition muſt be gradual, and had ſtated the regu- 
lations which, in his opinion, would tend to effect that ob- 
ject, particularly pointing out how neceſſary it was to all, 
2 to local, individual, and provincial intereſts. The 

ouſe differed from him, as to the time at which it would be 
proper to effect the abolition, and therefore bis plan was aban- 


doned 


Among thoſe regulations he had inſerted one, becauſe he 
thought it was founded in ſtrict juſtice, viz. the appointment 
of a commiſſion to aſcertain what were the loſſes which would 
be incurred by a meaſure of this kind; and that muſt, in his 
opinion, be adopted whenever the plan of abolition ſhould 
be agreed upon. - If it were not adopted, what would they do, 
or what did they mean? Did they intend all mortgages to be 
forecloſed ? or did they mean debts to attach upon them? It 
was not unuſual, he obſerved, for courts of equity to interfere 
ſometimes to prevent the forecloſure of mortgages, and why 
ſhould not the legiſlature in the inſtance of the Weſt India 
iflands do the ſame? It had been urged againſt the planters, 
that upon ſome occaſions they did not confine themſelves very 
ſtrialy in their language; it ſhould, however, be recol- 
lected, that their minds were heated, their paſſions were 


inflamed, their properties attacked, their reputations were tra- 


duced, and therefore, if they gave way a little to the conſti- 
tutional warmth of nature, it would not be quite juſt to uſe 
harſh meaſures ; a little parental tenderneſs would have infi- 
_ a better effect in healing their minds and ſatisfying their 
reaſon, e 

be next conſideration that preſented itſelf was, what 
would be the effect of an abolition; in diſcuſling this point 
he would readily pay every poſſible reſpect to the arguments 
of the gentlemen who were of a contrary opinion; they mult, 
however, allow him to exerciſe his own underſtanding, and 
ſuch abilities to form a judgment, as God gave him, in the 
beſt manner he could. Truſtees: and guardians would na- 
turally look ſharply after the property intruſted to their care; 
though they might be ſatisfied in their own minds that no 
danger exiſted, they would, nevertheleſs, wiſh to withdraw 
their property from a ſituation even of . poſſible riſk ; he left 
it thetefote for the Houſe to conſider what would be the con- 
ſequence of ſuch immenſe ſums being withdrawn, Much of 
the property of the Weſt-Indies depended upon credit for the 
preſervation and culture of their lands, the only means of do- 


ing which is by the importation pf negroes, the preſent popu- 


lation being inadequate. It would be found, that the planter 
Wat 
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was bound to fend his conſignments to his creditor in this 
country; whereas this bill wouid ne the poſlibility of 
paying by confignments, and would involve all parties, the 
merchant,” the planter, and rhe creditor, in abſolute loſs; if 
not in "difficulty and ruin. Many other cases to illuſtrate 
this propoſition might be cited. In the iſland of Btbadoe 
much of the land was given upon the condition that a certai 
number of negroes ſhould be kept upon it. When the ifland 
of Tobago was taken laſt war, many of the Englich eſtates 
wete confiſcated by the French, becauſe they had not the num- 
ber of faves upon their eſtates which they were bound by 
their grants to have, Perhaps gentlemen would urge, that a 
theſe points were determiged four years 8 and that there was 
no occaſion to re- conſider them again. That argument was 
unfounded in point of fact, and dangerous in point of ptinciple, 
he 3 * therefore, he ſhouſd not hear it urged upon this 
occation., : | + - FW 
It might be ſaid, with ſome colour of truth, that the 
iſlands were not now taken by furprize, as they had four 
ars notice given to theth. Would any candid gentleman 
y that it was probable in the four years laft paſt, the iſlands 
could have put thechſelves in a ſtare fit to meet a. total aboli- 
tion? Certainly they cbuld not: and it was clear, thoſe iſlands 
which wanted it moſt had been the leaſt able to procure a 
ſupply... The old iflands, 7 Barbadoes, &. were well 
ſtocked ; the newly ceded Mands, Grenada, St. Vincent's, 
and Dominica, were as yet in theit infancy, and the latter had 
been in à Rate of rebelliba, they therefore had not reaped the 
benefit of the reſolution which gave them four years notice, 
and were in a. very bad fare. Fad they had an opportunity 
of being ſupplied ſince? 80 far from it, that ſince the com- 
mencement of the war, they had been almoſt conſtantly ra- 
vaged, and the flaves of Dominica had been drawn forth it 
atms to protect the ptoperty of that iſland, againſt the diaboli- 
cal perfidy of the French; as to them therefore the abolition 
muſt be total ruſh.” So diſtreſſed was their ſituation, that go- 
vernment found it 8 N them a loan of a million 
and a half in Exchequer bills. Was it intended that this ſum 
ſhould be repaid ? 17 it was, government ought not to deprive 
them of the means of paying it. If they were not, did they 
mean to leave the proprietors without houles, without negroes 
and PINOT. If it was meant to make them a preſent of 
the ſum advanced by way of loan, an intention he heard no- 
thing of, then it might as well be ſo ſtated in this Bull. 
ox, II. 1796, © 31 N 2 r 
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Mr. Dundas ſaid, he had endeavoured, to the utmoſt of his 
power, to warn the Houſe of the danger of adopting, the 
meaſure propoſed ; he had endeavoured to convince the Houſe 
of the neceflity of ſending out, with ſuch, a Bull as this, the 
ſeeds of reconciliation and affection, without. which every 
effort would be vain. If, unfortunately, he failed, he muſt 
be content with the conſciouſneſs of having at leaſt done his 


duty, A ent 
15 the courſe of a former debate upon this ſubject, an ex- 


Preſſion had, he obſerved, been dropped, which, if it had only 


caught his private ear, he ſhould have taken care never to 
haye repeated; but he found that it had circulated, with 1api- 
dity, becauſe it came from a gentleman. of great abilities (Mr. 
Fox), and whoſe opinion had neceſſarily much weight. An- 
other honourable gentleman (Mr. Francis) had taken up the 
ſame idea, and had ſpoken of the loſs of America, as a cit- 
cumſtance which was not at all injurious to this country. 
Certainly the fact, contrary to general expectation had 1% 
turned out, and the country ſince the ſeparation of America, 
had ariſen to an e height of proſperity and grandeur. 
The expreſſion to which he alluded, as coming from the right 
honourable gentleman, was this :=If the Colonies refuſe to 
obey your commands, threaten them with independence, and 
you will ſoon bring them to terms of ſubmiſſion. Such ex- 
preſſions after paſſing unqualified through four or five hands 
might be attended with pernicious "conſequences; Probably 
it was in the right honourable gentleman's power at the time 
he uſed the expreſſion, to mollify it by his explanation; and he 
Jamented that he had not ſo done ſince he had not yet been 
able to receive any ſatisfaction upon it. There was ſo little 
generoſity, paternal care, or gratitude, that he wiſhed more 
ahxfoufly for an explanation upon that accbunt. A dan- 
gerous argument as worſe when it was ſuffered to paſs with- 
out _ obſervation,” and was not much diſeuſed, than when it 
was Cloſely examined and its fallacy expoſed” and refuted; in 
the one, the falſe reafoning and unfounded concluſion would 
be detected; in the other, coming from great authority, it 
would carry ſomething like oracular weight about it; and 
from the circumſtance of its not being argued at the time, it 
would paſs as an indifpatable propoſition. / He wiſhed, there- 
fore, upon this importantpoint, that the Houſe would favour 
him with à few minutes ſerious attention, becauſe the ſubject 
was, of great importance. Row 1079251 
Before he quitted this ſubject, he wiſhed the Houſe to liſten 
to a fery articles, whereby he undertook to prove that _ 
2 ö ceſſio 
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ceſſion, or independence of the colonies, would be of material 
injury to the mother country. 
Tho articles are themes. of 246; 
An account. of the Imports and Exports of Articles imported from 
+ +. the Hot India lands to Great Britain in 1793. 
The value of imports excluſive of the duties | - | [/. ,81,673 
Revenue aſter the ſubtraction of drawbacks ; 1,624,176 
Quantity of ſhippirg employed in bringing imports 634 wesen 
Quantity of tonnage, 154,000 ton. re 430i ARR 
Number of ſeamen, $0,000, | 2 STAY HL 
Value of exports firſt imported from the Britiſh Weſt ndia INands,” 
and afterwards exported to foreign countries 41, 00 
Total value of Britiſh and foreign expurts 6 5010 3.743431 
Quantity of ſkipping, 7co veſſelu. | | n "PIN 
Quaatity of tonnage, 177,000 ton. 
Number of ſcamen, 12,000. _ 


This account, he obſerved, did not include Ireland nor 
America. Hence the connexions of this country with the 
Colonies, as taken by the exports and imports only, was un- 
doubted ; and he could not help telling the honourable gen- 
tleman oppoſite (Mr. Francis), that he argued unfairly, when 
he compared the preſent ſtate of the Weſt Indies with 
America. If the imports were no more than the conſump- 
tion of the country, we might poſſibly procure as much as 
would ſuffice for. that conſumption, if the Colonies were inde- 
pendent as otherwiſe z; as it is, we muſt. put out the whole 
produce, firſt imported to this country, and afterwards exported 
to foreign countries, whereby our revenues are increaſed, and 
the whole nation benefited, for which the Weſt India iſlands 
would then find a_ market elſewhere... Beſides all the foun- 
dation of the foreign trade from this country would be directly 
dead and gone. Nor was that all; if that ſtatement be the 
fact in regard to the relative ſituation of this country and the 
Weſt Indies, was he not then to ſtate the policy of ſuch a 
procedure. The honourable gentleman was paſt the levit 
and follies of youth, and yet was he arguing unlike a ſtat 
man or a legiſlator. SOME?" "WHT, 2p 

With reſpect to what had been ſaid about the Joſs of A- 
merica;. he wiſhed to make one more obſervation, viz. that 
— of. the independence of the Colonies now, was ex- 
tremely different from talking about it previous to the inde- 
pendence of America. Even if we were to give up the Colonies, 
was there any zeaſon to ſuppoſe they would remain indepen- 
| | 312 dent? 
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dent; Were there not powers in Europe who would willing- 
ly hold out a fatherly hand to them; and if ſuch an event was 
to happen, the conſequence would be, not ſoor perhaps, a8 
America had not manufactures to rival ours, nor à capital 
adapted to the carrying on of manufactures; it would happen 
at a period, however, not ſo diſtant but that ſome men living 
might ſec it, that ſuch a paper as that which he had read about 
the imports and exports would be referred to, as to à thing 
which had been, but which then had no exiſtence, and which 
might be read to ſhew what the trade had been, and what 
America had gained in proportion to our loſs. He defircd 
that thoſe arguments againſt the Bill might not be miſcon- 
ſtrued into arguments againſt the abolition of the ſlave trade. 
He had nearly the ſame opinion with the ſupporters of the Bill 
as to that trade; he did not wiſh that it ſhould continue—he 
only wiſhed to proceed with caution: he wanted to make the 
abolition gradual, that it might be made ſecure. He had the 
higheſt opinion of the intentions of the hon. gent. (Mr. 
Wilberforce) who brought forward the meaiure; the enter- 
priſe as noble: he loved him as a brother, he knew him to 
have the beſt of hearts, and to be actuated by the purelt of 
principles, and he alſo venerated many of thoſe who ſupported 
him in it, for their private as well as their public virtues, It 
was not his wiſh entirely to ſtop them in the career they were 
purſuing : he wanted to make their ſucceſs infallible: but he 
trembled at the conſequence that might enſue from men of the 
beſt principles hurrying this | meature forward: he felt tor 
them at the fame moment that he was concerned for his 
country. 61 % 

When this ſubject wes under confideration four years ago, 
the Houſe had fixed upon the term of tour years as the dur- 
ation of the trade. He thought that too ſhort. 2 time; but he 
was of opinion, that even a longer period, without reſtrictions, 
would not be productive of any good. Slave brokers and 
fave merchants might indeed derive ſome benefit, but the 

planters in general would not, He had always been of opinion 
that the importation of aged negroes was dangerous, when 
they had contracted all the vices attendant upon ſavage. lite, 
and grown bold in irreligion, and immorality, it had been 
tound difficult to make them tractable and obedient, and the) 
had commonly been the worſt for miſchief and ſedition; to 
bring ſuch men into colonies muſt be dangerous in the ex- 
treme. | I ee 

This he had ſormerly felt, and it was now eſtabliſhed in 

fact upon theory. It was impoſſible not to lock to the itat* 


0 
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of the Weſt Indies, particularly to thoſe of the French. We 


were not now attacked as formerly, by the fleets and armies of 
France in that quarter; but in the dead waſte and middle of 
the night”? the retuſe of their hordes; were ſmuggled into our 
iſlands in canoes, &c, to breed ſedition and revolt, to murder 
and pillage. If this was true, and that the greateſt danger 
aroſe from newly imported negroes, there was, in his opinion, 
only one way to prevent it, and that was, to conhne the ages 
of the negroes imported inſtead of their numbers. Were 
that regulation adopted, no more negroes would be brought 
into the Weſt Indies, reeking from the field of battle, in 
which they had been engaged to procure ſlaves, and in whom 
every ſavage propenſity was arrived at full maturity. Tbis 
regulation would not only tend to leſſen the danger from the 
importation of freſh negroes, but would, in a great degree, 
effect a permanent population for the iſlands: Had ſuch a 
plan been adopted ſeven years ago, he had no heſitation to 
declare,” that it would by this time have been nearly completed, 
A little time would bring it to the teſt. Another friend near 
him (Lord Sheffield) thought this ſcheme impracticable; he 
did not, however, build his opinion ſolely upon theories, he 
had recourſe to better authority, The great difficulty that 
preſented itſelf Was, how to make a diſcrimination between 
the ages of the negroes; even that, however, he thought 
| practicable. | He referred to a couple of acts paſſed in 1974 ; 
one, an act of the Britiſh Legiſlature, which laid a duty of 40s, 
upon the head of every imported negree above 30 years of age. 
Ihe colony took the alarm, and laid an additioal duty of ſeven 
pounds more, This act was paſſed by the Aſſembly of Ja- 
maica, and thrown out by Great Britain. Mr. Burke and 
Sir William Meredith were at that time members for Briſtol 
and Liverpool, and oppoſed it; and Mr. Bryan Edwards and 
Mr. Fuller were agents for the colonies.” This enormous 
tax was impoſed, not with any view to the revenue, but upon 
the principle of telf preſervation. In the fame manner, Mr. 
Dundas ſaid, his reſolutions went not to time and number, 
but to the limitation of ages. "The age he would limit the 
importation of negroes at, ſhould be under twenty years of 
age, inſtead of thirty, as that is an age more eaſily aſcertained 
within a year or two, and when the prejudices are leſs rooted. 
Under the former ſyſtem, he obſerved, there had conſtant y 
been a greater importation of males than females, whereby 
the country was not able to keep up its population. This de- 
nciency was in ſome. degree. remedied; the population at 
preſent, however, muſt be incomplete, not only from theſe 
cauſes, but from diſeaſe and war. The Welt Indies 3 
| IRE il 
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ſtill be compelled therefore, by neceſſity, to continue this 
opprobrious traffic ; laying aſide the high hand of authority, 
the only way to reduce and aboliſh it, be conceived, wis by 
conciliating the minds of the proprietors, by limiting the ages 
of the ebe. negroes. ere 

Theie were the ſentiments by which he was actuated; and 
if any man thought for a moment that, on account of the part 
which he now acted, he was leſs under the impulſe of huma- 
nity, Mr. Dundas declared, that he envied him not for his 
pretended ſuperiority of feelings. nin 

His breaft was as open to the dictates of humanity as that 
of any gentleman in that Houſe; gentlemen from adopting his 
ſentiments, might poſſibly ſubject themſelves to ſome temporary 
unpopularity; it was not, however, from a ſingle action, that 
wiſe men or poſterity would form their eſtimation of a man's 
conduct. Poſterity would appeal to the general tenor of our 
lives, and upon their deciſion, when the” particulars were 
publiſhed, they muſt ſtand or fall. An appeal to the paſſions, 
through the medium of irreſiſtible eloquence,” was a practice 
too common in that Houſe; whatever might be his admira- 
tion of thoſe intellectual efforts, he could not hep ſaying, 
that he ſhould treat all inſinuations againſt himſelf with the 
contempt which they merited. God forbid that his heart 


ſhould be ſteeled againſt the feelings of humanity ! For many 


of the gentlemen, who on this occaſion oppoſed him, and for 
their motives he entertained the higheſt reſpect, while he re- 
gretted once more that they differed on a queſtion of ſuch im- 
portance. He felt the ſame fervency of affection for them as 
ever; but he alfo felt, that the diſcharge of his public duty 
was paramount to every private conſideration :* and therefore 
he ſhould reſiſt the motion. 20 Yona | 
Sir William Young role to ſpeak, and was called to order. 
Mr. For addreſſed the chair in ſubſtance as follows: © As 
the right honourable gentleman "ſeemed in ſome part of his 
ſpeech particularly to allude to me, I am defirous to take this 
opportunity ſhortly to give my opinion on the ſubject of the 
debate, which at all events 1 ſhould have felt to be neceſſary 
in the courſe of the evening. I am glad that the right honour- 
able gentleman has found himſelf ſufficiently recovered to 
attend on this occaſion, and more eſpecially that he has been 
able to enter into ſo full a diſcuſſion of the queſtion. When 
we conſider his abilities, his opportunities of acquiring infor- 
mation on the ſubject, the great attention which he has paid 
to it, and the conſequence of the right honourable gentleman, 
with all thoſe traders in the Weſt ladies, who are moſt deeply in- 
tereſtedin the traffic, and the mannerin whichthe „ 
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had ſpoken, the Houſe might be aſſured they had now heard 
all the arguments againſt us. When I ſay againſt us, I am 
aware that I do not uſe the moſt; parliamentary way of ſpeak- 
ing; but L muſt confeſs,” that I have been fo long engaged in 
fupportink one fide of the queſtion, that I have now formed 
a {trong predetermined opinion. I do not affirm that I am 
not to be ſhaken by reaſoning, but fo intimately interwoven 
is my conviction, that I cannot eably be perſuaded, that any 
reaſoning, could be found to induce me to alter it, There 
were many parts of the ſpeech of the Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman, which muſt be conſidered as highly favourable to the 
cauſe of thoſe, who are friends to the abolition. The whole 
of his argument.is a complete anſwer to thoſe adyocates on 
the other ide, who contend, that the queſtion ought to be 
left at reſt, that the diſcuſſion is highly improper, under the 
peculiar. circumſtances of the preſent time, and that it ought 
not at all to be agitated. I am happy to find that the right 
honourable gentleman and I agree in our premiſes, however 
we may differ with reſpect to our concluſion, He admits 
that the trade is not only inconfiſtent with humanity, and juſ- 
tice, (and I ſhould ſuppoſe, when I had got that, I had not 
much to.aſk,) but with policy and prudence in time of wat. 
It appears then that we only differ as to the made of abolition. 
The right honourable gentleman; ſtates a powerful objection 
to our mode, if it be well founded; namely, that it is im- 
practicable. Let us examine it as contraſted with that mode 
of abolition, which he has himſelf propoſed, and ſee to which 
the objection of i icability may moſt juſtly, be applied. 
Upon ſuch a ſubject the Houſe ſhould not blind itſelf. 

« iſt. The right honourable gentleman ſtates. that our 
mode cannot be carried into effect without the conſent of the 
planters, which we cannot expect to haye. I have no heſita- 
tion to ſtate, that if to the accompliſhment of the abolition ot 
the ſlave trade, we attach as a neceſſary condition the conſent 
of the planters, we do not ſee the queſtion in a fair and manly 
light, If we do not look to the continuance of that traffic, 
what ground of hope have we, even from their profeſſions, 
that they ever will be induced to give their conſent to ſuch a 
meaſure? And if we advert to what has been their conduct 
in every, former inſtance, we cannot have the ſmalleſt proſpect 
that ſuch an event is ever likely to take place. On à former 
occaſion, I truſt I may make the alluſion without ircegula- 
rity, (Mr. Fox alluded to the line ot argument adopted by 
Mr. Dundas, when he propoſed his plan of gradual abolition,) 
I remember great pains to have been taken to hold two dif- 
teremt languages; one to the planters, that it was theit _— 
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reſt to'arcede to 2 gradual abolition” of the trade, and that 
the conſequences of their not doing ſo, would be an imme- 
diate abolition 3 another to the friends of the abolition, that 
they could not fucteed in their object without the conſent of 
the colonies, and that if they did accept of a gradual abolition, 
there would be no abolition at all; he had failed in both. He 
could not _ perſuade” the planters to agree to any thing that 
ſeemed to affect the trade; he could not perſuade the friends 
of the abolition, that the trade could not be aboliſhed without 
the conſent of the colonies. His arguments did not ſucceed 
with me, becauſe I was perſuaded that the abolition might 
be effected in a different manner: and 1 have not underſtood 
mat it has gained one profelyte among the Weſt Indians. 
The right honourable gentleman ſays, whatever laws may 
have paſſed, the traffic in laves will not be extirpated, and that 
the navy of England cannot prevent illicit intercourſe. I am 
fully aware of the truth of this pofition, and of the ine fficacy 
of laws to ſuppreſs, altogether and at once, any commerce 
which holds but the tempting ptoſpects of high profit; but 
this refutes the reaſoning of thoſe who condemned the ſeverity 
of penalties impoſed by the preſent Bill, as it is evident that 
the rigout of the penalty ought to be in proportion to the dif- 
ficulty of bare the offence. In this reſpect, therefore, 
the right honourable gentleman made the fulleſt defence of 
thoſe penalties themſelves, which have been ſo much repro- 
bated. On the penalties themſelves he did not dwell much; 
in fact, he did not ſeem to take them at all into his conſidera- 
tion. When he afked, Will it not be practicable to ſmug- 
gle, notwithſtanding the operation of the law?' Ought not 
another queſtion to have ſuggeſted itſelf, Is it not alſo. pol- 
ble, that thoſe concerned in ſmuggling may be detected.“ 
May it not be expected, that the law will at leaft have ſome 
effect in ſecuring the object in view; that in ſome inſtances 
the vigilance of its operation will arreſt the criminal; and that 
in others, the contemplation of its pehalties will prevent the 
offence. But another objection is, that theſe Jays cannot be 
executed without the co-operation of the Weft Indians them- 
ſelves. Was this altogether impoſhble? * Are | there not 
already laws in force, rh ih any intercourſe between the 
Weff Indies and North America for the purpoſe of procuring 
\ proviſions? Has there been found any deficiency with reſpect 
to the obſervance of thoſe laws? and yet proviſions may be 
purchaſed more eaſily than ſlaves, | 
e Alluſion has been made to an expreſſion brought forward 


by me on a former evening, and repeated this night by an ho- 
- nourab 
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nourable friend of mine (Mr. Francis). From the conſtruc- 
tion put upon that expreſhon, I conceive that it has been 
miſunderſtood, My honourable friend did not ſay © the Weſt 
Indies are of little importance, let them go.“ He, merely 
anſwered a ſpeculation, that the conſequence of the abolition 
of the ſlave trade would be the loſs of our Weſt India poſ- 
feſſions; a ſpeculative opinion, which, by the by, is very 
uncertain. To the aſſertion on the one fide, he only oppoſed 
an aſſertion of his own, that even if the ſpeculation of the 
loſs of thoſe iſlands ſhould be true, we ſhould be as well 
without them: and then came in the caſe: of America. On 
that ſubject, I confeſs that I hold a different opinion. I con- 
ſider the loſs of America as a grievous misfortune to the Bri- 
tiſn empire. I always ſhould be inclined; to coincide: with 
thoſe prudent men, who are not diſpoſed to.riſk any great 
ſtake on the chance of ſpeculation ; and if even, in the conteſt 
between Great Britain and her colonies, I had been of. the 
opinion of the Dean of Glouceſter, that the independence of 
America was deſirable, I ſhould have ventured to have acted 
on that opinion. But in this caſe, if the Weſt India Planters 
ſhould preſent the alternative, Either we will ſeparate from 
Great Britain, or continue the flave trade,” I ſhould. have no 
heſitation; I would fay, Separate, go to America, or, if 
you think proper, go to France.” hen I threaten them 
thus, I mean to convey, that the ſeparation would be inft- 
nitely more inconvenient” to them than to Great Britain, 4 
and that they are but little prepared for ſuch a ſtep. I be- 1 


lieve they would be quite as unwilling to accept independence 
as we ſhould be to grant it, and I only propoſe the menace ; 
in the event of their diſregarding a ſolemn act of the legiſla- | 4 
ture of Great Britain. Y 
The right honourable gentleman entered. into a detail of 8 
the amount of the importations, but was afterwards obliged to 7 
admit, that not much ſtreſs was to be laid on a calculation of { 
that ſort. He entered alſo into a ſpeculation with reſpect to the Han 
4 


rivalſhip of America in point of manufactures. The probabi- 
lity of what this country may ſufter from ſuch a rivalſhip, 1 
conſider to be very remote. The extent of land to be culti- | 
vated in America, compared even with the increaling rate of 3 
population, muſt retard ſuch an event for a great number of 4 
years. But when I venture to put the caſe of the loſs of the 
Veſt Indies, I talk fo from a certainty that there is no danger 
of ſuch a ſeparation, and from a firm conviction that it cannot 
be the reſult of the preſent bill. As to the point of right, 1 
affirm that, from the nature of the congexion, no right can be 
Vox. III. 1796. 3K more 
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more unqueſtionable than for the legiſlature of Great Britain 
to interſere in regulating the external commerce of her colo- 
nies. I be right honourable gentleman ſays, that if you cut 
them off from one branch of trade, you become yourſelves 
bound to ſupply the-deficiency.. In point of fact the argument 
is not founded, for you have already interdicted them from man 
branches of commerce, which you do not fupply, But what 
the extent of his argument as applied to the preſent caſe? To 
ſay that you ate bound to ſupply the Weſt India planters with 
flaves with your own hands, and your on capital, till ſuch a 
time as thoſe gentlemen are convinced that no freſhſupplies are 
neceſſary, is to ſuppoſe that you have formed ſomething like the 
worſt of all contracts. I do not like upon any ſubject, Rill 
leſs upon the preſent, to make ludicrous obſervations, but here 
J cannot help remarking, that it is ſuppoſed that you have fold 
rſelves to the devil: that this trade, which occaſions mur- 
der, and all the other horrid acts at which humanity ſhudders, 
which tears human beings ſrom their friends and from their 
native land, is to continue for ever, becauſe we are pledged to 
protect our colonies. When the right honourable gentleman 
talks of the danger to be apprehended from ſlaves newly im- 
ported from a country, where neither from religion, morality, 
or philoſophy have they acquired any laudable ſentiment or good 
diſpoſition; where neither precept nor example has concurred 
to form them to amiable manners and habits of virtue, what 
is the obvious inference? If there is one country in the world 
ſo peculiarly unfortunate, fo totally depraved, is not this 


wretched picture of our nature owing to the exiſtence of that 


abominable traffic, which thus tends to eradicate from the 
character any thing good, amiable, or even human? Can 
there exiſt an obligation to be the conductors of ſuch a trade? 
"We: cannot have made fuchia contratt, 'Tfave have, it is one 
af thoſe few contracts which cannot be valid, which ought to 
be uiolated. The right honourable gentloman, in taking no- 
tice of the particular clauſes of the bill, lamented that there 
thauld be one, enacting, that thofe ſlaves, who are already in 
the, illaads, ſhould bo taken from one fland to another, and 
thus teparated: from their acquaintance, and the connexions 
they may have ſormed. If ſuch are his feelings with reſpect to 
a removal from Barbadoes to Jamaica; if he eonceives the at- 
tachment which binds them to the place they have once inha- 
bited to be ſo ſtrong; with hat ſentiments muſt he contemplate 
that, ſeparation hich they, in the firſt inſtanee, experience 
ſrom their native ſoilʒ that ſeparation Which breaks aſunder all 
the bands of nature; which tears them from every object of 
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{-mpathetic fondueſs, from every ſeene of early endearment & 
Wi reſpeR to the other clauſe, which enacts, that choſe ne- 
goes )“ ſhall be attempted to be brought over for the pur poſe 
of illegal commerce, to be ſold. and the money applied to par- 
ticular purpoſes, I certainly {hall regret its operation, and 1 
fincerely wiſh that any other mode of diſpoſing of them could 
poſübly be ſuggeſted. It us urged againſt» us, you ſay, that 
they are,unjultly torn from their friends and their country? 
why then do you nut take the means to reſtore them ? If it were 
poſũble to ſecure. this object, I ſhould grudge no expence with 
which it might be attended. But one of the evils of this rob- 
bery is, that it leaves no means of reſtitution, Should we 
attempt again to convey. thoſe wretches to the eoaſt of Afri- 
ca, they might only be left to periſh by faminey or might 
be expoſed to a repetition-of the ſame ſufferings; and this cir- 
cumſtance in ĩtſeli I can only conſider as a freſh ſtigma, which 
attaches to this abominable traffic, and a more convincing proof 
of its. foul atro city. EWA, Hiatt £355 ot 
« 'T he, right. honourable gentleman. had aid; that he was 
never in favaur of the abolition of this trade, except by the 
means of a,gradual,abolition. Surely he not can have forgot- 
ten that this very Houſe. of Commons have already provided 
againlt che immediate abolition, by the reſolutions which they 
entered into four years ago, when they ſaid the trade ſhould 
ceale in February, 1796. That time being come, the right 
honourable gentleman talks of impracticability; upon that it 
is neceſſaty we ſhould underſtand one another. Did he mean 
to ſay that, with the cordial co-operation of the colonies? In 
that view. the plan of the preſent bill is certainly ĩmpracticable, 
for ſuch cordial co-operation they never will obtain. In that 
view of the caſe, the plan of the right honourable gentleman: 
is equally impracticubſe, for. the cordial- co-operation of the 
colonies will never be obtained to any plan of regulation. 
Being therefore ſatisfied: that this co-operation cannot be ob- 
tained at all, the Houſe ſhould proceed without it, and with that 
view of the caſe, the plan propeſed in the preſent bill as better 
than that propoſed; by the right honqurable gentleman, becauſe 
it would be more effectual, and at the ſame time leſs diſicult in 
execution. Eyaſion becomes eaſy, in proportion as diſtinction 
is diticult, Would it be harder to puniſh a man for importing 
n*groes, or for only importing them above a certain age? ln 
the one gaſe the enactment is broad and poſitive; and remoyes 
at ouce all difficulty and deception; in the other, the diſtinction 
is matter of intricacy and doubt, and opens a wide door for 
ia poſuion and ſubterfuge. But is the right honourable gen- 
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fleman prepared to ſay, that he is authoriſed by the Weſt India 
planters to ſtate” their co-operation to the plan which he has 
propoſed ? Have they not conftantly oppoſed the utmoſt obſta- 
cles in their power to every ſtep which has been taken in this 
buſineſs. Did not the act to prevent the exportation of negroes 
to other iſlands, meet alſo the oppoſition of thoſe pentlemen who 
are enemies to the abolition ? Their co-operation we cannot 
hope, and we never ſhall have. Doubts had been attempted 
to A raiſed with hom the right reſted to decide upon this 
ueition. | * 272 on wht 
b As to what the right honourable gentleman had ſaid of 
the tranſactions in 1774, on the act paſſed by the legiſlation of 
Jamaica; the right honourable gentleman faid it Was oppoſed 
by Mr. Burke and Sir W. Meredith; that tranſaction T recol- 
let. - The queſtion was not ſo much a queſtion of abolition 
as of right, on a point of legiſlation and taxation: and that, on 
a diſtinction, that the levying of internal taxes belonged to the 
Colonial Aſſembly, but the regulating of trade to the parlia- 
ment of Great Britain ; and it was then determined that the 
legiſlature of Jamaica had no right to external legiſlation. Vet 
ſuch was the ſcope of that reaſoning, which went to affirm 
that this trade could not be aboliſhed without the coriſent of the 
colonies. With reſpeR to the exiſtence-of a ſuppoſed engage- 
ment ſanctioning the trade, and pledging the faith of patlia- 
ment for its continuance; whenever parliament at any time 
thinks proper to encourage a trade in point of poliey, it by 
no means binds either to carry it on or to compenſate for its 
abolition. | nnen 
When I oppoſed the commercial treaty with France, on 
the ground that it would be prejudicial to our trade with Por- 
tugal, I never puſhed the atgument ſo far as to contend, that be- 
cauſe, by a former treaty, we had encouraged the trade with Por- 
tugal, we were ſtill indiſpenſably bound to afford it tue ſame 
countenance, and not to divert commerce into any other chan- 
nel. But what have we done this ſeſſion and the laſt ? We 
have in this country, on the ground of the ſcareity of provi- 
1 ſions, entirely ſtopt a great trade, the 'diſtilery trade. No 
1 propoſition can be more evident, than whenever any motive 
{4 of policy requires a trade to be ſuppreſſed, 'the legiſlature are 
id immediately authoriſed to employ meaſures to ſupprefs it, But 
| the ſuppreſſion of this trade is called for,” not only by motives 
of polity, but of humanity ; and by what is far ſuperior to 
any conſiderations either of policy or humanity—by the prin- 
ciples of juſtice, Ea act - oC per 
The right honourable gentleman admits, that without 


ſome regulations the trade not ooly cannot be carried on, con- 
ſiſtently 
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ſiſtently with policy. and prudence, but conſiſtently with hu- 
manity and juſtice. When. he admits this right of regulation, 
all queſtion with reſpect to the right of interference, is at an 
end. If we have a right to ſtop the importation of negroes 
under the age of 20, we have certainly a, right to abolilk the 
trade altogether, and that upon the principle of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman himſelf. If he had brought forward what 
he ſtated, reſpecting a commiſſion, to take into conſideration 
the ſituation of the Weſt Indies, and the claims of the planters, 
as a ſpecific propoſition, I ſhould certainly, in that form, 
have given it all due attention, At moſt, it can only weigh 
as an argument for him, to bring up a clauſe for that purpoſe, 
to be inlerted in the Bill. watt Neck 5 
In the courſe of his ſpeech, the right honourable gentle - 
man has taken notice of the unfounded calumnies circulated 
againſt the planters, who had been repreſented as men void of 
humanity. Undoubtedly a great body of evidence was brought 
forward to prove, that many acts of cruelty and tyranny had 
at different times been perpetrated, under the ſanftion of this 
odious traſſic. This, indeed, is no good reaſon why the 
planters, who partake of the characters of any mixed body of 
men, ſhould be branded with one general ſtigma, It cannot, 
however, be denied, that wherever there is. flavery, there 
will be abuſe. If, with reſpe& to the Weſt Indies, we judge 
of the national character from that, which has always been 
conſidered as its beſt ctiterion, the national Jaws, we ſhall 
form no very fayourable concluſion. What can be more de- 
teſtable than the laws of Barbadoes, which have been referred 
to on a former occaſion ? And if any thing can exceed the letter 
of the laws of Barbadoes, it is the practice in Jamaica, of expoſ- 
ing men to the ſun in cages, until they periſh under their torture, 
as deſcribed by Bryan Edwards, a man who is juſtly entitled 
to ever — þ I do not impute that ſpirit of cruelty to in- 
dividuals; it is the infallible conſequence of ſlavery. This 
trade, it is ſaid, has exiſted a hundred years, Slavery, it is 
to be lamented, is much older. It has been uniform in its 
eſfects, at all places and in all ages. We have have had wri- 
ters on {lavery-among the ancients, and there we can trace the 
ſame effects produced by this deteſtable practice, as we have 
occaſion to witneſs. in modern times. The authority of 
Ariſtotle has been quoted, and what does he fay on the ſub- 
ject? The Barbarians are flaves by nature, and made for 
the ſervice of the Greeks.” Finding the practice ſubſiſting 
among his countrymen, this occurred to him as the eaſieſt and 
molt ſatisfaftory mode of accounting for its origin; and in 
another place he ſays, * You. muſt not introduce what is too 
N improbable 
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improbable, even in fiction; therefore you muſt not repreſent 
a ſlave as 4 good man; for the ia. to though not. im- 
poſlible, is contrary to nature and to, general experience.“ 
This. was che opinion of the, ancients, and ſhould. be the 
opinion of the moderns, and therefore gentlemen ſhould never 
attempt to defend the flave trade upon the general character of 
thoſe who carried it on. Nothing indeed can be more true, 
than, that all the virtues of man are allied to liberty; in the 
enetqu· ſoil of freedom they. take deep root, and acquire 
their full vigour and maturity; the vices foſter, on the dung- 
hilt of flavery, aud ſhoot forth with nauſeous Juxuriance, II, 
therefore, there were Jaws an hundred years, old 7g 10 her 
the flave trade, let vs now amend them. 
„ But the right honourable geatleman fays, that even if we 
mould abandon the trade, from. a, principle. of 9 25 we 
ſhould ſtill gain nothing on the ſcore of humanity, 1 will not 
again repeat that argument already ſo often enforced, that we 
ought to abſtain. from crimes without any confideration of 
confequences. But I will aſk, if we abandon the trade at 
the preſent moment, who are likely to take it up ? Jenmark 
has already declared its determination to aboliſh the flave 
trade. Will the French, the Dutch, or the Americans, 
readily embark in ſuch an undertaking ? If, from a principle 
of juſtice, this great country take the lead in renouncing this 
horrid and diſgraceful traffic; if America bear teſtimony to 
the ſame caufe, and France, already pledged by her own de- 
clarations, perſevere in the courle ſhe has adopted, may not 
this powerful example be ſuppoſed to be the molt effectual ſtep 
to bring about a complete ald final abolition? TI.afk thoſe 
who queſtion your right to legiſſate for Ja aica, what right 
you have to legillate for Africa What right Engliſhmen have 
to tear the unoffending inhabitants from their native foil, and 
to devote them as the victims of their avarice and cruelty ? 
What ſort of law is that which ae ene the commilhon of 
injuſtjce, or what ſort of morality is that which teaches us to 
commit crimes, becauſe they are ſheltered by the example of 
others? An honourable friend of mine (General Smith) ſup- 
poſed that a. general buſt of exclamation, which, proceeded 
from thofe who were adverſe to the trade, was meant to in- 
terrupt him, and faid, * it was very well for gentlemen to decide 
on the queſtion, without thinking of the Caim of thoſe in 97 
Weſt Indies, and then fetite to their luxury or, repoſe,” _. 
rather ſuppoſe, that exclamation proceeded from thoſe who. _ 
were thinking of the claims of perſons in the Weſt Indics, 
though not of the deſcription intended” by the honourable 50 
«EE nera 
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neral, from thoſe who were thinking of the claims of the poor 
negroes. Good God! are we placed in thoſe circumſtances 
of comfort and eaſe which he has deſcribed, and can we he- 
ſitate a moment to decide, whether we ſhall leave the African 
in poſſeſſion of the common bleſſings of nature, of the enjoy- 
ment of his freedom, and the priviicze of his induſtry, or 
whether we ſhall barbaroufly tear him from bis home, and 
doom him to be the drudge of avarice, and the victim of 
tyranny? But if I have already ſhewn the plan of the right 
honourable gentleman to be more exceptionable in paint of 
practicability, how does it ſtand in point of humanity and 
juſtice? "What muſt we think if Great Britain, giving up 
the general point of its right to carry on the trade, and open- 
ly avowing its injuſtice, ſhould ſtill continue to exerciſe that 
trade with reſpect to the weak and helpleſs? Is it of conſe- 
quence for a nation to be moral? What impreſſion then mutt 
it give to other ſtates, that Great Britain declares that ſhe 
feels the inhumanity, that ſhe acknowledges the injuſtice of 
the ſlave trade, that ſhe henceforth renounces all privilege to 
traffic in thoſe who have arrived to manhood, and attained their 
full ſtrength, but, reſerves to herſelf? the power to prey on 
helpleſs infancy and unoffending innocence, without conſider- 
ing the feelings of thoſe who; are thus bereaved of their chil- 
dren, or the ſufferings of the poor victims thus dragged from 
the boſon of parental fondneſs, to drink the bitter draught of 
flavery ? Can a government continue teſpected or reſpe able, 
which places humanity and juſtice on one hand, and policy 
and gain on the other? This muſt be the caſe if you do not 
aboliſh the flave trade, and more ſo if you adopt the plan of 
abolition propoſed by the right honourable gentleman, My 
hon. friend (General Smith) ſays, that an act of parliament will 
never paſs to aboliſh this trade. I am perſuaded that the opi- 
nion of the Houſe of Commons, firmly and decidedly expreſſed 
will have great weight in influencing the ultimate deciſion, 
and vou ought to loſe no time in giving it the utmoſt poſſible 
eſtect. I am aſtoniſhed that our propoſition ſhould be termed 
abrupt and haſty ; it is now eight years ſince the firſt buſineſs 
was brought forward; the abolitien, by a vote of this Houle; 
was fixed for 1796, and we now come to alk it in 1797. Of 
all other charges, that of haſte and precipitauce is rhe leaſt 
applicable to the ſupporters of this Bill. If the other part of 
the legiſlature ſhall ſtill be found to differ from us in opinion 
on this ſubject, let us at leaſt ſhew by our conduct, that it 
is not the fault of the Commons of Great Britain, that tne 

| its con- 
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continuanceof a trade was ſanctioned, which every man ad. 
mits to be contrary to humanity, policy, and juſtice, 
General Smith explained. | 7 
Mr. Rgſe ſaid, that ſeveral proviſions of the Bill under dis- 
cuſſion were not of a nature which the Houle could ſaſely pais 
with any attention to the intereſts of the planters, or even 
with, probable ſucceeſs to the object propoſed. It was not, 
However, his deſign to go deeply into the ſubjeR, as all 
that could be advanced on it with propriety had been antici- 
ted, and moſt ably urged, by his right honourable friend, 
Mr. Dundas, He declared he was by no means an enemy to 
the abolition of the ſlave trade, which he thought could be 
effected without violence or perſonal injury, and even with 
the concurrence of the planters; to the time and mode in 
which it was propoſed that this abolition ſhould. be accom - 
liſhed, he could not but object. To the firſt proviſion of the 
Bit, it was in his mind an inſuperable objection, that it in- 
terfered with the ſubjects of other powers, by bringing them 
to trial in this country, if they were convicted of having vio- 
lated this proviſion againſt ſhipping negroes from Africa, 
If a Dane or a'Swede for inſtance choſe to carry on this trade, 
bis ſhip and cargo were by the proviſion ſubjected to couhi- 
cation, and he himſelf to the puniſhment of tzanſportation, 
inflicted on him 5 an Engliſh jury and an Engliſh judge. 
Would not a meaſute of that kind be an unjuſtifiable interfe- 
rence with the legiflature of other powers, aud expoſe us to 
difficulties, and even war with neutral nations? To the 
ſecond proviſion he alſo muſt object, inaſmuch as it went tc 
puniſh any Britiſh ſubject who ſhould be convicted of carry- 
ing negroes to foreign iſlands; its operation, in this reſpect, 
would, however, be tound to be partial; no one could deny, 
that an inhabitant of Ireland was a Britiſh ſubject; yet be 
could not be affected by this proviſion, though he carried on 
the trade it was intended to aboliſh ; thus Cork and Water- 
ford might be made to riſe on the ruins of Briſtol and Liver- 
ol. 
oo other proviſions of the Bill he alſo objected, as they 
rended to veſt a dilcretionary power in the hands of the Go- 
vernors of our iſlands which might be liable to great abuſes; 
as they were enabled to bring home any number of , witueſles 
in defence of their own conduct, while they might keep back 
thoſe who would vindicate the conduct of him whom: they 
accuſed, | | 
Poſitive acts of parliament in favour of the flave trade, 
which decidedly pronounced, that without this trade our 
Oles 
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colonies could not exiſt were to be found in our ſtatute books. 
He was therefore againſt its being aboliſhed abruptly, vio- 
lently, and unſeaſonably, and without giving a fair trial to 
other modes, by which the ſame obye might be accom- 

liſhed with equal effect aud infinitely leſs danger. The 
Shed of negroes might, he believed, be increaſed in our own 
iſlands to the number neceſſary for their cultivation, he there- 
fore ſuggeſted the propriety of propoſing rewards for its en- 
couragement. "The promoters of the preſent Hill would de- 
feat their own object, by the violence with which they wiſhed 
to carry it into effect; and though a friend to the abolition, 
if the time and mode propoſed involved no difficulty or dan- 
ger, Mr. Roſe faid, he muſt now oppoſe it, becauſe the pro- 
viſions of the prefent Bill ſeemed pregnant with both. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair ſaid, he admitted the force of the ob- 
jections ftarted by the laſt ſpeaker, and he roſe chiefly 
for the purpoſe of endeavouring to remove them, Some, 
at firſt view, certainly appeared to be of weight, but when 
duly conſidered, they would be found to ariſe Tom a miſcon- 
ception of the clauſes of the Bill. Others, he ſhould wiſh it 
were poſſible to effect the object of the Bill without adopting. 
The firſt objection urged, was the difficulty of bringing home 
a foreigner for trial; and it was argued that we could not 
make the ſubjects of neutral nations amenable to our laws. 
This objection was fully anſwered by the clauſes of the Bill; 
in other cafes the . itſelf, and the penalties were 
confined excluſively to the ſudjects of this country. Fo- 
reigners were not ſubject to the proviſions of this Bill, but in 
the ſingle inſtance where they landed and ſold negroes in our 
iſlands, and their puniſhment in ſuch caſes was recogniſed by 
the cuſtom of every country, and by the principles of the law 
of nations. The act of ſhipping negroes on the coaſt of 
Africa, and exporting them to our countries, was made a 
crime in Britiſh ſubjects alone. That inconvenience might 
ariſe from the bringing of witneſſes home from the colonies was 
true, but not in the extravagant extent of the ſuppoſitions and 
of the examples which the honourable gentleman choſe to 
adduce. It certainly could be no hardſhip to bring the offen- 
ders home, where they would be tried by a jury of their 
countrymen much better and much fairer than any where elſe. 
Beſides, moſt of the offences might-not be committed in the 
Weſt Indies, but on the high ſeas, or on the coaſt of Africa. 
Aſter all, if any thing could be deviſed to anſwer the purpoſe 
of the Bill, without the neceſſity of bringing the perſons 
home, he ſhould be happy; in the preſent ſtate of the Weſt In- 
Vor. III. 1796. 3L dies, 
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dies, however, it was not to be expected that juſtice would 
1 ou upon any culprits by whom the law might be vio- 
ated. 

Mr. Adair next adverted to the clauſe that made ſuch ſhips 
as ſhould be taken with flaves on board, liable to confiſcation. 
This clauſe he ſaid, was borrowed from the revenue laws, and 
enabled all ſuch cargoes to be diſpoſed of as contraband goods. 
The clauſe in itſelf he was far from approving, and was only 
diſpoſed to agopt it till a better ſhould be deviſed ; ſome mode 
it was nevertheleſs neceſſary to adopt, in order to excite and 
reward the activity of the captors : becauſe, unleſs that private 
intereſt was to be promoted, how could it be expected that 
they would exert their vigilance and activity, without which 
the wiſhed-for object could never be accompliſhed; na 
could he ſee that the fate of thoſe unfortunate beings would 
thereby be rendered more ſevere. They were entered and 
inſured as goods at Lloyd's, and they might be ſully as wel! 
in the hands of the captor as in the hands of the merchant, 
At leaſt he thought it was not for thoſe who oppoſed the mea- 
ſure to object to the mode of diſpoſing of the ſlaves taken 
which the Bill propoſed ; after every day of their lives, con- 
may to nature and juſtice, treating human beings as a com- 
modity, they ſurely could not find fault with their being fold 
for the benefit of the captors. It was indeed contrary to the 
principle of the Bill, but as his right honourable friend (Mr. 
Fox) had well obſerved, the injuſtice done to the unhappy 
negroes, after it was once committed, was irremediable, 

On the cauſe of juſtice and humanity Mr, Adair ſaid, he 
was not diſpoſed to touch ; it had already been pleaded with 
due effect by abler advocates; and he would agree with the 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) that this traffic 
was as contrary to ſound policy as it was to juſtice and huma- 
nity. 

He would not admit that it was competent for that Houle 
to make laws to bind the Africans ; much leſs could he admit 
its competency to legiſlate and define at what age they might 
be made flaves, The attempt to aſcertain the age added not 
a little to the injuſtice and impracticability of the plan; for in 
no caſe did our laws recognize any reference to age, except 
in cafes where violence was offered to women who had not 
attained a certain number of years. Nor were the regula- 
tions with regard to the ſex, leſs objectionable ; he would 


leave it to the judgment of the Houſe to decide whether it 


were more honourable to take women and children than 


adults, who were able to defend themſelves, . Above all, could 
we 
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we imagine ourſelves competent to ſanction and doom to 
flavery hundreds of thouſands of our fellow creatures, in no 
reſpect our ſubjects, connected with us in no relation, not 
even oppoſed to us in war, which might afford ſome excuſe 
for ſuch violence? Nothing could authoriſe it; no law could 

ive one government that power over the ſubjects of another. 
Much had been faid about the time and mode in which it 
might be proper to aboliſh a trade, that on all ſides was ad- 
mitted to be cruel and unjuſt. The ſame reaſons that the 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) had urged that day 
for poſtponement, might with equal propriety be advanced fifty 
years hence, and carry with them the fame weight and im- 
preſſion as at preſent. The delay contended for, was therefore 
as uſeleſs, as the remedies propoſed would be ineffectual, Upon 
the whole, he would repeat what he had already faid, that he 
was not at liberty to vote but one way, and that for the abo- 
lition. On no pretext can we claim a right to legiſlate for 
the Africans, much Jeſs could we by an act of Parliament 
claim the right of ſubjecting them to the moſt cruel ſlavery, 
and though the policy of the manner was a fit object of con- 
ſideration, it was of a nature that could not be allowed to 
weigh againſt the prefling demands of juſtice and humanity. 
On thele grounds Mr. Adair felt himſelf juſtified in voting tor 
the queſtion, 

The Secretary at Mar ſaid, he roſe to maintain the doubts 
which his mind had felt upon this important ſubject; and, 
thouzh he might entertain doubts, the ſentiments by which 
he had originally been influenced were not altered. Even the 
late events that had taken place in Europe, which were ſuf- 
ficient to have reverſed all former political opinions, and, like 
an electric ſhock, to have deſtroyed the magnetiſm and po- 
larity of the mind, had not overturned the principles on which 
his opinions on this ſubject were founded. All the havoc of 
the rights of man had not blunted him to the rights of Afri- 
cans, nor had the cxample of French liberty reconciled him 
to African flavery; yet recent events might be ſufficient to 
make him, without being liable to imputation of inconſiſtency, 
hefitate as to the manner in which the object was to be ac- 
compliſhed. He confeſſed that he did not think the ſubject 
had been argued ſatisfactorily on either ſide, or in ſuch a way 
a5 to remove the doubts way . which he laboured. On the 
points of juſtice, both parties ſeemed agreed, though argu- 
ments upon this head had been advanced, that he could not 
admit. Thoſe who ſupported the abolition upon the general 
principles of juſtice were not conſiſtent with emk Res if 
31:2 they 
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they admitted any thing ſhort of the total abolition of the in- 
ſtitution of ſlavery. That ſhould be a caution how they em- 
yk braced principle without qualification, or diveſted any point 
* of the comprehenſive relations that might be involved in it. 
Both ſides had unneceflarily dwelt on the topics of juſtice and 


i humanity, to which all were ready to ſubſcribe. It was re- 
* quiſite, however, to hear ſomething more than the exclama- 
F pl tion of Fiat Fuſtitia, ruat cœlum ! 
A He did not think it was a proper view of the caſe to fay that 
1 we could not legiſlate for Africa. It was to be conſideted in 
1 what reſpect our conduct to them was unjuſt. It violated as 
75 yet no municipal law, and ſlaves were procured ſometimes by 
"v1 conſent of the African ſtates, ſo that we were influenced only 
6 by a general regard for the happineſs of mankind. It was for 
4 the intereſt of other ſtates then that we were ſo much intereſt- 
3 ed, and by which our conduct was to be guided. He recalled 
1 this to the recollection of the Houſe to ſhew how inconſiſtent thoſe 
5 perſons were, who, in diſcuſſions of the preſent time, equally 
5 important as this, maintained that we had no buſineſs with general 


views of the intereſt of mankind, that this was mere Quixotiſm, 

2 and made up of chimerical reveries, and that a nation had 
70 nothing to do but to conſult its own intereſt, It was likewiſe 
held out as a principle, that we ought not to do wrong merely 
becauſe others might do it, whether we did or not. That 
this was true was unqueſtionable; the point however was 
this, whether there would be a greater quantity of miſery occa- 
ſioned to mankind by our adding to the number of crimes, 

| or whether the maſs of guilt remained the fame, if we 
4 continued to do the wrong or not? He thought the example 
we might give to others, and the effe this might have upon 

1% the conduct of others, was the great point of view in which 
R the matter was to be taken, In the preſent caſe tha example of 
Great Britain, renowned and glorious as ſhe was in abſtain- 
ing from the trade, where the number of individual ſtates en- 
gaged in the trade was ſo ſmall, would be of the laſt impor- 
tance. It was unfair to argue that parliament was only doing 
what it had before reſolved upon, and that precipitation was 
an unjuſt imputation on a caſe that had ſo long depended. 
Was not the ſtate of the iſlands changed? Was not the ſtate 
of Europe changed? Yes, great and awful changes had 
taken place, which made 9 attempt of the nature we are at 
preſent engaged in, attended with the moſt imminent danger, 
even to the very objects, in favour of whom the preſent Bill 
was brought in. here was now no queſtion of weighing 


Engliſh gold againſt African blood, and the profits of — 
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peans againſt the miſeries of Africa; theſe were things not to 
be compared; but there was a queſtion, viz, weighing humani- 
ty againſt humanity, and comparing the means propoſed with 
the probable attainment of the object. In the balance of evils, 
he would let the Africans remain ſome time longer in their 
former (tate, ſooner than riſk the dangers which a precipitate 
endeavour to meliorate it might draw on us. The planters 
themſelves were already much diſpoſed to alleviate their con- 
dition; and this diſpoſition might be expected daily to improve 
from the mild operation of opinion, which was principally ſet 
afloat by the diſcuſſions which had taken place in that Houſe on 
the ſubject. A time of peace too was preferable to a time of 
war. Bad effects might be produced on the temper of the 
negroes ; upon the whole he ſhould have been pleaſed that the 
ſubject had not been agitated at the preſent moment; and that 
it had been allowed to ſtand off, h not laid out of view. 
He ſaid that a plan had been formed for the abolition of the 
ſlave trade by a perſon (Mr. 4 4 of the moſt extenſive be- 
nevolence, as well as comprehenſive genius, which he had 
conceived many years before, and intended to bring forward, 
had he not given way to the honourable gentleman by whom 
the ſubject was firſt agitated in that Houſe, and to whom he 
had reſigned it, careleſs by whom good was done, provided it 
was done, and trom a conviction that it then came forward 
with better hopes of ſucceſs. The plan of that honourable 
7 he had viewed with the ſame predilection which he 

d entertained for every thing that his great wiſdom at- 
tempted, The deſign of that plan was different from that of 
the honourable — z it did not begin by aboliſhing the 
traffic, but by introducing ſuch regulations into the treat- 
ment of the negroes, as would ſecure their propagation, and 
make the trade gradually die away, Next to ſuch a plan as 
that at the preſent moment and under the preſent circumſtances 
he ſhould have wiſhed no plan at all to bave been adopted. 
Upon ſo important a queſtion, he could not reconcile his mind 
to giving no vote at all, and ſeeing the doubts as they appeared 
to him, it was with great reluctance that he ſhould vote for the 
Bill. Nothing could be more unpleaſant than to act againſt 
principles, to the truth of which the mind had aſſented ; he 


was certain of the principles, and could not be certain of the” __ 


proper force of the objections, he would therefare follow that 
tenor of conduct which he had uniformly obſerved on dhe pre- 
ſent ſubject, and vote conſiſtently. 8 
The Chancellor of the Exehequer ſaid, that after having re- 
peatedly delivered his opinion upon the ſubject * = 
iſcuſſion 
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diſcuſſion, it would not be neceflary for him to detain the 
Houſe with any conſiderable length of argument; he would 
merely advert to obſervations which bad been made by his 
honourable friends who differed from him reſpecting the time 


and mode of abolition. As often as he had heard the queſtion 


agitated, as ably as he had always heard it argued,” no reaſon- 
ing, noargument which ingenuity, prompted either by an ho. 
nourable difference of opinion, or by an intereſted motive, as 
in ſome inſtances, he truſted would be candidly admitted to 
him, could ſuggeſt, or ability bring forward, had operated to 
change his fixed and decided idea reſpecting the advantages of 
ſpeedy and immediate abolition, He was ſo far from agreeing 
with his honourable friend who ſpoke laſt, that the great 
change which took place, that thealarming anddangerousevents 
which had happened ſince the introduction of the queſtion 
into that Houſe by his honourable friend (Mr. Wilberforce), 
were of ſuch a nature as to make it adviſeable for gentlemen to 
alter the time and manner of abolition, that he telt ſuch cir- 
cumſtances to be the ſtrongeſt reaſon to induce the Houſe to 
adopt the meaſure. Even the danger of principles at preſent 
afloat, 'made him draw an oppoſite concluſion from that of his 
honourable friend, aud in his mind juſtified his contending that, 
with regard to the ſafety of the iſlands, with a view to the 
cauſe of humanity and juſtice, we ſhould reſort to an abolition 
without further delay. In every conſideration therefore which 
he was enabled to give the buſineſs, that was his invariable 


opinion. 


That the agitation of the buſineſs might have a bad tendency 
and create a dangerous impreſſion on the minds of the negroes, 
and the intereſts of the planters, if the Bill was not paſſed, 
he was free to confeſs, and he felt no ſmall degree of anxiety 
on that particular point. If he thought the meaſure was 
not likely to ſucceed, he had rather that it had ſlept for the pre- 


ſent in a temporary oblivion, till it might be brought forward 


with more ſafety and unanumity. When however the bring- 
ing it ſo often forward, appeared likely to advance the meaſure 
of abolition in the end, by preparing all parties for it; when 
he heal d it declared and aſſerted from the beſt authority in the 
Houſe, that, ſince the ſubject had been brought forward, the 
horrors ſo deprecated and lamented by all, had in a great mea- 
ſure ceaſed, he hoped the practical good of diſcuſſion would 


ultimately counterbalance the practical evil apprehended from 


agitation, 
From 
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From the debates of that Houſe getting abroad, he ſaw no 
poſſible danger; much leſs could he conceive how they could 
create diſcontent in the minds of the negroes ; they mult ſee 
that moſt of the arguments were in their favour : if, neverthe- 
leſs, there yet was danger in debating the queſtion, he did not 
wilh to probe their wounds ſtill more, by going then into ar- 
guments upon the grounds of humanity and juſtice. He de- 
clared, he was aſtoniſhed to hear ſuch contradictory pofitions 
from gentlemen reſpecting the continuance- of the trade. 
Would they, who apprehended ſuch danger from the flaves 
already imported, continue to import a new maſs year after 
year, and in the ſame breath contend, that ſuch annual rein- 
torcements cured the miſchief that operated on the minds of 
the od ſlaves? If the danger was fo great, and the queſtion 
was become ſo delicate, that gentlemen were afraid to agitate 
it, would they ſtil] argue for the continuation of that danger, 
and contend againſt the abolition as a remedy for the evils 
which they ſo much dreaded? He would ſay nothing of the 
alarm that poſſeſſed the minds of gentlemen, nor would he 
dwell on the horrors and injuſtice of the trade, to induce gen- 
tlemen to adopt his ideas, becauſe all were agreed on thoſe 
grounds, and there were not to be found among the molt in- 
tereſted in the continuance of the trafic, men ſo loſt to all 
ſenſe of truth and all the powers of conviction, as to ſtand up 
advocates for ſanctioning the trade on the principles of hu- 
manity and juſtice. He did not like the plan which his ho- 
nourable friend (Mr. Burke) had formed for the gradual aboli- 
tion, though he had the greateſt reverence for every thing which 
came from that reſpectable and enlightened gentleman; be- 
cauſe he thought that, by protracting abolition, they would 
increaſe the danger of the iſlands: by beginning with, an ame- 
lioration of the ſituation of the negroes, the more their ex- 
pectations would be excited, and the greater would be the 
danger of their being impreſſed and ſtimulated by the fallaci- 
ous prinelples with which they were affailed. On the contrary, 
by commencing our labours by the abolition of the trade alto- 
gether, we were removing the radical cauſe of their miſery, 
and preparing the way to a certain melioration of their condi- 
ton, inaſmuch as it would be the intereſt of the planters to 
treat them in a more favourable manner. | 

He ſaid, he could not paſs unnoticed the unfairneſs of confound- 


ing the internal affairs of the iflands with the circumſtances of 


the trade. All the dangers and misfortunes of the colonies were 
not certainly to be aſcribed to the diſcontent of the Llaves; aud 
te prevalence of an idea ſo grolsly erroneous would, in his 
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opinion, moſt endanger the intereſts of the planters. Gentle. 
men were inconſiſtent in arguing, that, by delaying the aboli- 
tion, the Weſt Indians would — — ſenſible, that 
it was for their intereſts and credit, that it ſhould be eventually 
put an end to; but how and upon what principle was this hope 
to be indulged, or how was it to be reconciled to their public 
acts? He put the matter to a fair criterion, and referred the 
Houſe to the rt of the aſſembly of the iſtand of Jamaica 
in the year 1788; in which they ſtated the ſole objection to 
an abolition of the trade to conſiſt in the diſparity between the 
number of males and females, which, when done away by the 
importation of more females, would furniſh them with the 
means of ſufficient population. Thus they admitted the ex- 
pediency, the policy, the humanity and the juſtice of the abo- 
lition, and only gave their opinion as to the period when it 
ſhould commence. That period had long ſince arrived, and 
yet, compare the report with a petition preſented this very 
ſeſſion, and at preſent on their table; they would find the plan- 
ters coming forward to parliament, and ftating, that they 
proved on oath to the Houſe, that the trade was not oppoſite 
to the principles of juſtice and humanity. 

Such were the conſiſtency and candour of the Weſt India 


. planters; who, fo far from wiſhing for the abolition, after the 


delay with which they had been indulged, flatly contradict 
themſelves, and they declare themſelves of a different opinion 
from that they avowed eight years ago, Notwithſtanding this, 


the Houſe was deſired by gentlemen to wait for ſome time lon- 


ger, in compliance with the wiſhes of the Weſt Indians. With 
reſpect to their pretext of obtaining four years for the ſake of 
proportioning the numbers of the ſexes, he before calculated 
to the Houfe, that the ſexes tallied at the moment the com- 
plaint was preferred, as much as could be, though not equally 
in all the iflands: if a diſproportion had taken place, it was 
decauſe greater numbers were imported. He never heard his 


calculations reſpecting the proportion of the ſexes diſproved; 


and he was aware the complaint had been urged, and was then 
urged, as a pretext againſt the bill. In this way, and from this 
mode of proceeding, it was not poſſible to gueſs at a period 
which the Weſt Indians would fay was proper for the aboli- 
tion ; that was avowedly the opinion of the petitioners, and 
it was further corroborated by this circumſtance, that ſince 
the idea of an immediate abolition was prevented, the impor- 
tation had increaſed with freſh vigour, and was one fourth 
more, at leaſt, than parliament had determined it ought to be. 
Nor was tnis all: in proportion as the legiſlature difapproves 
: FT. Gs 
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of the contipuance of this odious traſſie, the planters ſeemed to 
extend theit necoſſitios and their views, and were cager to im- 
port freſh ſlaves. for the cultivation of new: colonies, an idea 
jcouted in that Houſe univerſally. If then, during the laſt 
four years, the trade had been followed with additional. vigour, 
it plainly appeared, that what was urged reſpecting population 
was a pretext for the future progreſs.of the trade. Ie withed 
alſo to preſs on the minds of gentlemen the argument reſpect- 
ing the improvement ot uncultivated lands. It was urged by 
the planters, that they were paying quit rent for one million ot 
acres, which would be waſte on their hands unleſs. they were 
allowed to import ſlaves for reclaiming che ſame. Would the 
Houſe ſay, that the ſlave trade was to be continued till this 
million of acres was brought into cultivation? If, a hundred 
years ago, it was propoſed to add a million more of ſugar acres 
to our iſlands, would it be agreed to at the expence oi encou - 
raging the flave trade, and did not the ſame principle apply in 
the: preſent caſe ? If this plan was tolerated, it would be equi - 
valent to ſounding new colonies. Was it not better to make 
tnoſe gentlemen a cumpenſation for their quit- rents, than ef. 
tabliſh new colonies, and continue the ſlave trade on that 
ground? Did gentlemen mean to ſay that the parhament of 
(zreat Britain had no right ta interfere with the internal regu- 
ation of the colonies ? He would not enter into any long ar- 
gument on the queſtion of right; it-was not necellarp=awhent 
gentlemen, however, conſidered that we regulated the com- 
merce of the ãſlands, they muſt admit, that we had an indu- 
bitable right to enact a meaſure oſ abolition. Parliament had 
ae undoubted power and right to prohibit the trade; the act 
of 1778, though it limited the right of taxation, except ſor 
purpoſes. of revenue, left full power to prohibit trade; and 
while they can aboliſiꝭ that on which the ſlave trade depends, 
the guilt muſt remain with therm when they allow it to conti 
nue. With tegard to our power in this reſpect, it was acknow- 
ledged by an aſſembly of Jamaica in 1788. It was there ſtated, 
tat & it is not ſufficiently underſtood in Great Błitain, that 
tie 4 ftican trade does not, by any means, belomꝑ to the peo 
ple of the colonies; that it is purely ritiſh, carried on for 
tne own advantage, in their own-bottomsy and on their o. 
capitals.“ Paking this rept eſen tation to be true, nothing 
could be more incontrovertible, than that parliament had the 
power to regulate or to annihilate, as it thought proper, that 
vade — was immediately under its on cuntroul. It 
would be waſting the time. oi the Houſe to offer any farctier” 
ugument on 2 ſubject ſo exceedingly obvious, and which 

conſtantly fell under their practice. 


Vor. III. 1796. 3 The 
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+ The next queſtion was, whether any practical or moral 
good would enſue by our dereliction of this trade, and whe- 


ther, though we abandoned it, the ſame evil would not ſtill 


continue in ſome other ſhape, or riſe up again in ſome other 
quarter? Allowing this objection all its force, would a petty 
and fraudulent trade bear any proportion to that openly carried 
on under the ſanction of the Britiſh governmeat ? It was 
plain, that by ſuch illicit trade one tenth of the uſual number 
could not be imported; and the practical good of the meaſure 
was eſtabliſhed, if nine tenths of the negroes ceaſed to be im- 
ported. Nor was this all:--by diminiſhing the quantum of 
flaves, the demand for them would be reduced, the miſery of 
the iſlands would be mitigated, and the horrid eiroumſtances 
of the African natives would be mehorated-. Neither would 
the bleſſings of aboktion ſtop here; the example of our colo- 
nial poſſeſſions would have an happy effect on all Europe, and 
pave the way for univerfal abolition; in his mind an irreſiſti- 
ble argument with a Britiſh Houſe of Commons for ſpeedy 


abolition. © © 


There only remained for him to make ſome obſervations on 
the clauſes which his honourable friend (Mr. Rofe) had ob- 
jected to, and the arguments he had advanced againſt the Bill. 
He would firſt take notice, that his honourable! friend had re- 
marked, that when we abandoned this trade, its profits could 
be transferred to the commercial people of Ireland. He owned 
he was a little ſurpriſed at ſuch an idea having occurred to any 
man; if, however, ſuch a confequence ſhould follow, he would 
only ſay for one, that if the ſlave trade was to have a continu- 
ance at all; it was more honourable to the Britiſh legiſlature to 
have that national ſtain affixed to any other people than thoſe 
over whom it exerciſed controul. Ireland pollefied an inde- 
3 which exempted it from the juriſdiction of the 
Britiſh government; yet Ireland, by participating ' of the 


advantages derived from our colonial trade, had in return 


agreed to reſpect the regulations we thought neceſlary, and upon 


- that ground we had a right to expect from them a co-operation 


in this meaſure. But this was not What he relied on. He 
would not do fo much injuſtice to any part of nis — 
dominions, much leſs to the ſpirit and generoſity of the ſiſtet 
kingdom, as to ſuipect, for a ſingle moment, that Ireland would 


meet this queſtion with any other ſentiment but that of cheer- 


ful acquieſcence and agreement, Ireland would certainly 


diſdain to tranſplant to its own boſom the re proach and ſhame 
- indignantly driven from our bern. 
134d... to, he 1640 „ 1 9e 2614 1 355 [7] 
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To proceed to bis honourable friend's objections to the 
clauſes of the Bill: the firſt clauſe. was that of making perſons 
taken on the bigh ſeas, in the exerciſe of this trade, guilty of 
felony, while it had been encouraged for an hundred years 
It vas much to be — that the legiſlature had 
to long ſanctioned and encouraged the continuance of this 
trade j but it Was a perverſion of the fact to ſay, that this Bill 
went to inflitt puniſhments for any of thoſe previous proceed - 
ings to which the law heretofore gave countenance. The 
Bill had no ſuch object, it merely ſtated and defined what it 
meant to conſtitute offences in future, and thoſe Who ſhould 
incur them, did it with their eyes open; they had timely no- 
tice of the prohibition, and could not be ſaid to have became 
liable to the penalties of the Bill, with leſs forewarning or 
more inadvertence than when they oftended againſt any other 
penal ſtatute. - The queſtion then was whether felony was 
2 puniſhment too ſevere for the crimes deſcribed in the Bill? 
In order correctly to decide upon that point, the fair wa 
would be to take a view of thoſe offences in general, whic 
incurred the penalty of tranſportation, and then ſay whether, 
upon the compariſon, many of them were not inferior in 
moral guilt and turpitude to the atrocity of crimes which dif- 
fuſed barbarity over the continent through which deſolation 
had been previouſly carried. - The avarice of man might lead him 
to ſuch a courſe — it was, but the law which re- 
{trained him could not be too ſevere, whether conſideted with 
regard to morality, humanity, or juſtice. | 
The eriticiſms made upon that clauſe in the Bill, which 
allowed the cargoes of ſlave ſhips taken in the prohibited 
trade to be fold ſor the reward and encouragement of the. cap- 
tors, at once gratiſied his mind, and confirmed his opinion, as 
to the abſolute neceſſity for the immediate abolition of ſo hor- 
rid a trafſick. Compared with the principle of the Bill, the 
clauſe was doubtleſs inconſiſtent, and the neceſſity of it was 
to de deplored, but it ſlowed, as had been well ſtated by a 
right honourable gentlemen (Mer. Fox) from the radical and 
incorrigible! viciouſneſs of the ſyſtem, that when you drag a 
man into ſlavery from the boſom of his family and connections, 
it is m vain, for you afterwards to attempt to make him an 
compenfation- or attonement, the injury done is without poſ- 
hbility of remedy. Notwithſtanding this he hoped that this 
apparent inconſiſtency with the principle of the meaſure would 
be found capable of ſome remedy, and be owned. that he felt 
it to be a matter of conſiderable difficulty. He muſt however be 


permitted to obſerve that the objection was a proof of the un- 


3M 2 account- 


* 
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accountable ſenſibility of the oppoſers of the Bill,. who feeling 
no compunction for the iniquity of the cruel ſyſtem of lega- 
lied ſlavery in general, were ſo tremblingly alive to the hard- 
ſhips of the few, who might accidentally. be captured in the 
illicit proſecution of it, » which hardihips, by the by, owed their 
magnitude altogether. to the exaggeration oſ ingeniouſly ac- 
commodating fancy, as the negtoes in queſtion muſt {till 
he ſlaves if they had not boen ſo intercepted iin their paſſage. 
Howe ver much be might lament the neceſſity which ſhould 
4uduce ine Houſe to agtee to this partial augmentation of 
flaves, he would accept that alternative rather than ſuffer the 
indiſcriminate impottation to continue; be was nevertheleſs 
happy in being able to ſuggeſt ſomething which might re- 
lieve the Houſe ſrom the neceſſity, and at lenſt alleviate the 
ſufferings of thoſe who ſhould be intercepted in their paſſage. 
Experience had ſhewn the neceſſity of ſecuring to the perſons 
employed, an intereſt in tile execution-of-all-Jaws of this del- 
cription, and poſſibly that object might be gained by allowing 
the captors a reward governed by circumſtances, calculated 
to enſure human treatment of the negroes found on board the 
ſhips taken. e M92. Tt ates» 
Ihe next conſideration; was, how the Africans ſo taken, 
ſhould be diſpoſed of? No man could deny, that it would be 
only an aggravation of their wrongs to ſend them back to 
ſuſfer death in the place ftom which they were taken. Such 
couduct would be but a mockery of humanity. An aſylum, 
however, ſtill preſented itſelf in other parts of their own coun- 
try, When diſtributed among the factories eſtabliſhed by an 
African Company, whoſe objects, far from promoting ſla- 
very, were to diffuſe — and freedom, and where the 
poor creatures might . receive all the conſolations which 
their unſortunate ſituations would admit. There were allo 
other parts of his Majeſty's dominions, in which perſous ſo 
circumſtanced might be diſpoſed of occaſionally, and where, 
while they weie uſefully employed, they might receive that 
protection, and moſt of all, thoſe inſtructions beſt calculated 
to repair, as much as poſſible, the wrongs both of themſelves 
and of their counttymen. The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
copclude d, not fo long a ſpeech as he often delivers, which 
would have been unneceſlary, but as ſtrong a one, and 2 
ſpeech as well calculated to enforce the object of his argument 
as ever was heard, through the medium of his powerful elo- 
quence, by declaring, that he ſhould vote for the motion of 
his honourable friend. A 0 R- i 

is ne General 
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General Tarleton roſe, amidſt repeated crits for the queſtion 
and claimei the attention of the Houſe to the great injuſtite 
which would be done to the commerce of Liverpool, if thus 
trade were aboliſhed. The dry docks there had, he ſaid, been 
built principally on account of the African trade. He tated, 
from authorities which he could depend on, that the Ameri- 
cans, the Spaniards, and the Swedes, were offering the 
greateſt encouragement for the proſecution" of this trade; and 
he declared, as he was ſure both Spain and America would 
encourage the trafic of ſlaves, fo would Ireland, which 
would rite on the tuin of Liverpool. He- moved, & that the 
conſideration of the _— be * = to that N fort- 
night.“ 

Mr. Dent ſeconded the motion, but the Houſe bie 
clamorous for the queſtion, he (aid he ſhould make ſome ſbort 
obſervations only. He 1mplored the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer to paule before he gave his final vote to the abolition 
of the flave trade, Which produced a revenue in all its branches 
of 3, 60, oool. and upwards. If the ſlave trade were to be 
aboliſhed, he hoped the merchants at leaſt would have ſome 
compenſation from parhament. If this were not done, he 
again declared it as his opinion, that it would be a violation of 
the Bill of Rights. He read extracts from ſeveral acts of par- 
liament to prove that the legiſlature had recognized and en- 
couraged men of capital to embark in the flave trade. i 

The Houte then divided on the amendment. | 

| Aves (for the amendment) 74 
Mes 2 70 


— — 
- * * 
- — — 
— . — — * _—_———— a _ 2 — 
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The following is a J. 18. of thoſe auer who voted for and 
azamſt General Tarletoh's Motion, on Tucftay March 15, 
tor poſtponing the Confideration of the Report on the Slave 

Trade Abolition Bill for four Months,» © 
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FOR THE MOTION wr THE ABOLITION. 


John Addington, Kt (5 + Winchel@hi if 7 £54 44 
John Anſtruther, Eig. care , bro 
Robert Barclay, Egg. Kingeardingſhire'® 
Joſeph F. Barham, Eg. Stockhege- 


Richard Barwell, EA... Winchelleg :: 1 
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Paul Benfeld, Eſq. 
Hon. George C. Berkley 
Scrope Bernard, Efq. 
John Blackburne, Eſg. 
Alexander Brodie, Eſq. 
John Callander, Eſq. 


Sir Henry G. Calthorpe, Batt, 


Reginald P ole Carew, Elſq. N 


Richard M. T. Chiſwell, Eſq. 


John Cleveland, Eſq. 
William Clive, Eſq. | 

Jehn Crewe, Eſq. 

Duncan Davidſon, Eſq. 

James Dawkins Eſq. 

John Dent, Eſq. 

Francis Dickins, Eſq. 
Viſcount Downe 

Robert Dundas, Efq. 
William Dundas, Eſq. 

Sir George A. W. Shuckburg Evelyn 
Sir Adam Ferguſſon, Bart. 
James Ferguſon, Efq, 

Sir John Frederick, Bart. 

Sir Richard Gamon, Bart. 


John B. Garforth, Eſq. 


Wiliam Garthſhore, Eſq, 
Bamber Gaſcoyne, Eſq. 
Right Hon. Earl Gower Southerland 
Samuel Haynes, Eſq. 

Patrick Heron, Eſq. 

Patrick Home, Eſq. 

Sir John Honeywood, Bart. 
Richard Hopkins, Eſq. _ 
Sir George Jackſon, Bart. 
Hon. R. B. Jenkinfon _ 

Sir Elijah Impey, Batt. 
Whitſhed Keen, Eſq, 

John Langfton, Eſq. 

Edward Laſcelles, Eſq, 
Edmund Lechmere, jun. Eſg. . 
B. Lethieullier, Eſq. 

William Luſhington, Eſq. 

Sir Robert Mackreth, Kat. 


Elgin, and Wen 


Shaftſbury nns. 
Glouceſterſhire county, «<td 
Ayleſbury f | 
Lancaſhire county 


"3 
} — 


Fe? 


Berwick 
Brambcr 
Leſtwithiel 
Aldborough 
Barnſtaple 
Biſhop's Caſtle 
Cheſhire county 
Cromartyſhire 


Chipenham 


Lancaſter 

—— _F 
Woutton-Baſſet ' 
Haſtings W 
Anſtruther, &e, 
Warwickſhire 

Airſhire 

Aberdeenſhire 

Surrey county 
Wincheſter” © © 
Cockermouth | 
Launceſton . 

Liverpool 

Staffordſhire county 
Bracley 

Kirkcudbright _ 


| 'Berwickfhire 


Canterbury | 
Queepborough  _ ,, 
Colcheſter | 
Rye... * 
New Romney 
Montgomery 
Bridgewater 
Northallerton 
Worceſter 
Andover 

Landen 
Amburtos 
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William Manwaring, Eſq. 
Robert Manners, Eſq. 
William Niſbet, Eſq. _ 
Hon. Thomas Onſlow 
William Praed, Eſq. 

Hon. John Rowden 
George Roſe, Eſq. 

George H. Rofe, Eſq. 

Sir Charles Roſs 

John Sargent, Eſq, 

David Scott, Eſq. 

Right Hon. Lord Sheffield 
General Smith 

Thomas Stanley, Eſq. 
Gabriel Tucker Steward, Eſq. 
Henry Strachey, Eſq. 
George Summer, Eſq 
General Tarleton 


John Tarleton Eſq, 

John Trevanion, Efq. 

Sir Joſhua Vanneck, Bart. 
William Wemy's, Eſq. 
Hon, Horatio Walpole 


Thomas Wildman, Efq. 
Thomas Williams, Eſq. 
Colonel Markwood 

Marquis of Worceſter 
Henry P. Windam, Eſq. 
Sir William Young, Bart. 


Middleſex count; 
Cambridge Town _. 
Eaſt Grinſtead 
Guilford - . 

St. Ives 


Appleby 
Chriſtchurch 


Southampton 
Tain, &. 
Queenborough 
Forfarſhire 
Briftol 
Wareham 
Lancaſhire county 
Weymouth, &. 
Biſhop's Caſtle 
Guilford 
Liverpool 
Seaford 
Dover 

Dunwich 
Fifeſhire 

Kings Lynn 
Hindon 

Marlow 
Milborne Port 
Briſtol. 

Wiltftire county | 
St. Mawes 


In all, including the two Tellers, — — 78 


AGAINST THE MOTION IN FAVOUR OF THE ABOLITION. 


Charles Abbot Eſq. "BOL 
James Adair, Eſq. ; 
James William Adeane, Eſq.” 
Francis Anneſley, Eſq, © 
William Baker, Eſq. © 
Henry Banks, Eſq. 

John Baring, Eſq. 

John. P. Baſtard Eſq. 

Right Hon. Viſcount Beigrave 
John Bullock, Eſq, 
Joſeph R. Burch, Eſq, 


* 


Helſton 

Higham Ferrers Ba 
Cambridgeſhire county 
Reading 
Hertfordſhire county 
Corff Cattle | e + 
Exeter K 
Devonthirs county, 


. 
*\j4..t L 


| Cheſter , 


4 
» 444d - 


Eſſex « county, 0 
Thetford 


N 
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1 Rawland Burdon, Eſq, *** Durh caungz wur 
| Robert |, Buder; 2 . Thetfo d DDs 
John Calvert, Junr. Eſq... St. Albans 44M mill 
George Canning, Eſq... Newton, Hans ag 
| Earl of Carysfort . Samford Et eee. 
| John Courtenay, Eſq.” TY Teer | . 
| \ Sir William Dolben, Barts Ns Oxford Univerſity "RAN 
Charles Dundas, El... : Berkſhire county 
Hon Edward J. Eli Qt. _ Leſkeard. im #4 
| Hon, John Elior, © Dh,, ae LA 
| Riglt Hor. Richard Fitzpotrick Taviſtock © | 
1 Right Hon. Charles James, Fox Weftmintter dd etl 
Philip Francis, Eſq. EY | Blechingley . 8 
bir Henry Fletcher, Eg. Cumberland county 
Charles Grey, Eg. Northumberland county. 
(! N. Braſſey Halhed Lymington , 
James Hare, Eſq. _ Knareſborough 
1 Jobn Harriſon, Eſq, . Great Grimſby 5 : 
j Henry Howard, Fiq. 5 rm Olauceſter racy; - 
0 Wilfzm Huey, Eſq. r New Sarum Gate wa + 7 
þ Kichard P. Jodere!l, Ef. Scape Hine + 2 
General Macleod _.. — Inverneſehire + 
James Martin, Efq. ; - Tewkeſbury 4 d oye 
Ralph Milbank, Eſq. Durham county x 
; William Mills, Eig. mw. vos 
K. Slater Mills, Eu. vox 
Mattlew Montague, Eſq. ; Tregony 
| Sir John Mordaunt, Bart. an, Warwickſhire county 
| +.» Right. Hon. Lord Muncatter- Milborne Porr 
Dudley North, Eg. Oteat Grimiby x, 
Francis Page, Eſq. - 2 a6 Oxtord Univerfity 
Right Hon. William Pitt Cambridge Univerfity B 
lam Baker, El. © Hertfordilire con, 
Charles Small Pybus, EMI E. Doerr 
2 John Rolle, Eſq, 2 PDevonſhire county nt 
b Right Hon. Dudley Ryder Tiverton . 
. Hon. St. Andrew St. nnn Peaforddtire county ry, 
[2 *" Brinley Sheridan 'Efq. 1 Stafford a Ar | OM 
bl Samuel Smith, Eſq. PR” LETS 
i William TH, Efq, Camelfor 
* Ehe Hon. Lord Robert Spencer” Wrede 
| John Themes See, | ” 5 Wooten Bader” r 
| de 4 r ID RPionnmns 9, 
| | wars 
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Right Hon. Thomas Stele .@& Chicheſter | 
Robert Thornton, Eſq, Colcheſtet 

Henry Thornton, Efq. Southwarle 

Right Hon. Charles Townſhend Yarmouth 

Samuel Whitbread, jun. Eſq. Bedford 

Williara Wilberforce, Eſq. Yorkſhire county 

Right Hon, William Windham Norwich 

Sir E. Winnington, Bart. Droitwich 

Robert Wood, Eſq. Eaſt Looe 


Gentlemen whoſe names are not recollected 6 
Tellers — — — 2 


| SCARCITY OF CORN, 
M. Lechmere gave notice, that in conſequence of the pa- 
pers he had reſpecting the exportation of corn, he would 
make his intended motion, grounded on the ſame, in the com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, which ſtands for Tueſday-next, on 
the high price of grain, &c. | | 
Adjourned at twelve o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS 


WepNesDAY, March 16. 

The report of the committee appointed to enquire into the 
propriety of purchaſing the muſeum of the late Mr. Hunter, 
was brought up. Ordered to lie on the table and to be 
printed. | 

The Glamorgan Canal, Barton Incloſure, and the Wake- 
held Lighting Bills, were read a third time and palled, =» 

BARRACKS. ea 

General Smith gave notice, that on Monday the 4th of 
April, he would move for an enquiry into the expenditure of 
tae public money on the erection of barracks, and the ſalaries 
of barrack-maſters. 


WET Docks. 

Mr. Manning roſe to move the ſecond reading of the Wet 
Dock Bill. The application of the merchants to parliament, | 
for the building of wet docks in the port of London, was not, 

Vor. III. 1796. '2N te 
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he. ſaid, either new or un recedented ; , varic applications 
upon that ſubject had been — at different 5 firſt 
in 1704, again in 1712, 1713, 1747, 1763, and laſt in 1765, 
in which laſt period in conſequence of an application ta the 
Lords of the Treaſuty, a commiſſion was iſſued. from the 
Trown to enquire. into the merits of the caſe, with a view to 
aſcertain... the praQticability of making and extending of 
wharfs and other conveniencies ; and from that time the buſi- 
neſs had ſlept in oblivion. Theſe different repulſes were 
enough to defeat the confidence and exhauſt the patience of 
the merchants of London; and hence it was that no 
other 1 or petition had deen preſented to parlia- 
ment till the preſent time. The honourable and worthy 
Aldermen of London, who oppoſed this Bill, had argued, 
that ſufficient notice was not given to the corporation of the 
intention of the merchantg to put ſuch a plan in execution. 
They had, however, misſtated the fact; the preſent plan had 
deen taken up after the merchants of London had waſted 
thirty-one years in expectation of ſome improvement taken 
place for the accomodation of their trade, and it was adopted 
in the preſent inſtance, after two years conſideration ; in fact 
n was two: years ſince that the merchants had communicated 
their plan to the Lords Commiſſioners of Cuſtoms, Thus 
the city of London, and other. corporations had all the inter- 
mediate time to take any meaſures for making the neceſlary 
improvements in the port of London; and they, therefore, 
ought. not to complain of precipitancy in preſſing the 
Bill through the Houſe. If fo far back as the year 1704, 
inconvenience was felt for want of wet docks in the port, 
bow much greater was it become, after our trade and com- 
merce were {o much increaſed ;, and after out commercial in- 
teteſts and revenues were ſo greatly multiplied ? 6 
Mr. Manning entered into compariſon of ; the. imports and 
exports in 1704, and in 1793, Which be. ſaid he did with 
pleaſure, becauſe it afforded a proof of the advanced ſtate of 
our commerce. In.1704, the imports of the port of Landon 
were ,2,314,793l. and the exports were in the ſame. year 
4.3812,000l, In 1793, the imports were advanced to 12 
milhons- and upwards; and the exports amounted to about 
12,600,000l.. It therefore appeared, that there was an in- 
creaſe of 16 millions in the imports and 2 e 
nee the year 1704 to the year 1793. '} he commerce c 
— e ſtated to be bout three-filths of the whole com- 
' ſmerce of the kingdom; it ſo happened, however, that, ſince 
the year 1704, when the firſt application was made 4 5 
In. 1aMmen 
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liament for the building of wet docks, the foreign trade to 
the port of London did not increaſe in the proportion ſt did 
to the out ports of the kingdom; and the reaſon for this de- 
ciencj wo was, inconvenience to ſhipping for the wart 
of wet dock. The ſoreign trade had inereaſed to the pott of 
Briſtol, in the rates of ſtx to one; to Hull, in the proporti 
of ſeven to one; and to Liverpool, as twenty to one. The 
vaſt increaſe of commerce in the laſt city was chiefly to be 
attributed to the laudable exertions of the merchants there; 
who by a ſimilar plan rendered the harbour and the docks of 
the river pecularly convenient. To London the foreign 
trade had only increaſed ſince the year 1704, as four to ons; 
and this defect the Houſe muſt ſee was owing to the inconve- 
nience complained of, and the commodiouſneſs of the outs 
ports. This was a material buſineſs, very detrimental to the 
intereſts' of the merchants; and the complaint was worthy 
the ſerious conſideration of the Houſe, as the grievance was 
jurious to the general intereſt and commerce of the coun 
The docks projected by the merchants were well ſituated for 
convenience: they were not above ten minutes walk from 
the Cuſtom- houſe; and every way ſuited to the purpoſes of 
commercial advantage and revenue. Moſt of the public com- 
anies were friends to the meaſure. Ihe Eaſt-India, Ruſſia, 
t, Royal Exchange Inſurance, and other companies, had 
petitioned for the Bill. Another body of petitioners'for the 
meaſure, he wiſhed the Houſe in particular to attend to: 
namely, the pilots navigating the port of London, who, from 
their habits and buſineſs, were well convinced of the utility 
of wet docks, | at; 940 
The corporation of the city were, Mr. Manning ſaid, fo 
jealous of their priviliges, that they oppoſed every regulation 
of that nature, whether ſalutary or not, It was a curious fac, 
that they had petitioned againſt the building of Weſtminſter 
Bridge, ſtating, that it would obſtruct the navigation of the 
Thames; and hence be injurious to their rights and pri- 
vileges. With regard to the complaints of petitioners 
me Bill, they had been greatly exaggerated; and that the Bill 
interfered with the city charters he defied any 17 — to 
new by fair argument; ſo far from it, he could eaſily prove 
that it would tend to ſecure them. In fact, it would not 
be injurious to the intereſts or commerce of the city and con- 
try, but it would be the means of augmenting both, and of 
courſe would afford means of ſubſiſtence to 2 greater 
number of perſom. He moved that che Bill be now read a 
lecoud time, E Ig EN 08.2 F399 3043 943 1 S015 
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Sir M. Young ſeconded the motion, and after compliment« 
lag Mr. Manning on his powerful argument ftared-that-great 
in demurrage, through the want of accommodation in the 
river, was ſuſtaĩined by the mercantile interrſ. 
Mr. Herman Luſbingtom laid; that the liberality of the cor- 
poration in ſtepping forward, on all occaſions, to promote the 
cammerce and convenience of the city, was matter of ſuch 
notoriety, that no man would diſpute it. On the 
preſent occaſion, they were determined to do every thing in 
their power to remove the cauſe of complaint; and he truſted 
it would be ſound that they were equally willing and com- 
petent to effect the deſired object. The Alder man contended 
that they had an undoubted right to make any ſuch improve - 
ments; and that could not be deprived of it unleſs their 
incompetency was eſtabliſhed. The neceſſity of ſuch improve- 
ments for accommodating ſnhipping in the pott of London, 
was admitted on all hands, and the city was not leſs conſci- 
ous of it than the honourable gentleman who had introduced 
the Bill under conſideration; and he was free to allow, that 
the — 0 of the plan propoſed by the merchants was, in a 
conſiderable degree, a good one. They were entitled to the 
thanks of the nation for having broached the buſineſs, inaſ- 
much as their having done ſo was likely to produce the beſt 
effects, in urging the corporation to take up the meaſure, 
and to give it every conſideration and effect in their power. 
Such were his ideas of the merchants plan, which, if followed 
up, could not fail to prove highly beneficial to the city of Lon- 
don, and to the mercantile intereſts in general. Having thus 
acknowledged and given credit to the merii of the merchants, 
who had agitated the buſmeſs, he truſted, that they would in 
zeturn have the candour to agree with him, that a plan as 
good, if not better than theirs, might be brought forward and 
carried into execution. He could not, however, approve of 
that part of it that veſted ſo large a ſubſeription in the hands 
of a new erected corporation (however reſpectable the preſent 
promoters of the ſcheme might be) and with powers of levy- 
ing fo great ſums upon the trade of the city of London. The 
Houſe ought to pauſe before they granted ſuch powers, and 
conſider: whether plans more advantageous to trade, and liable 
to leis objection, might not be ado pte. 
Having endeavoured to do do juſtice to the merchants, the 
Alderman ſaid, he wiſhed the Houſe to attend = the mm 
of the plan propoſed by the corporation. Fhey deſign- 
edbuitding docks and: — in the port of London, for 
900, 0000. and they intended to n 
| c 
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chains; and to erect à bank of forty foot width on the river 
Tbames, for the convenience of landing merchabdize. It 
was alſo intended by this plan to purchaſe à number of! 
houſes in Thames: ſtreet, and render it at leaſt thirty feet wide, 
and to ere wzrehouſes for the convenience of the merch- 
ants, and to open every avenue neceſſary for their accommo- 
dation. This plan would be carried into effect in the courſe 
of three years, at the expence of one million, to be. raiſed at 
four and an half per cent. He was aware he might ſpare ar. 
guments to ſhew, that a preference ſnould be given to the cor- 
poration. Excluſive of this great expence, the merchants plan 
was deficient in ſeveral points and liable to ſome objections;ĩt 
was impoſſible, as he was informed, for veſſels to get into the 
propoſed canal during nip tides, which laſted ten days, and 
ſpring tides only four days. A ſum to the extent of ten per 
cent. upon the original ſubſeription was to be levied upon the 
trade of the port; and that before any advantage was derived 
from it; the plan not being to be completed till ſeven 

after its commencement. He thought he had ſome right 26 
complain that the city, though they had heard of the agita- 
tion of the project, were not made acquainted with the plan 
till 24 hours before it was laid upon the table of that Houſe. 
The city, ready and willing at all times to do their duty, and 
to adopt every meaſure likely to be ſerviceable to the mercan-- 
tile intereſts, and accommodable to the commerce of the 
country, were ſeriouſly employed in preparing a plan. As a 
proof that they acted with liberality, no objection” had been 
itated to the receiving of the petition for the plan under con- 
ſideration; though, as having the conſervation of the water 
of the 'T hames, the city ſhould have been applied to for leave 
to bring forward a plan which encroached upon their privilege 
in that particular. The queſtion for the | Houſe then was, 
whether they would decide wich an imperfect view of the ſub- 
ject before them, orwait for new infor mation, and admit a com- 
petition of plans? "The city had a plan on paper which, as he 
had before ſtated, would coſt 900,000. and tho 

ing a very extenſive ſyſtem ot improvement, would com- 
pleted in 24 months, or three years at moſt, without any 1 
forecharge whatever. On the plan now propoſed, there would 1 
be a forecharge of near 300, oool. upon a mere experiment; 
without any advantage being reaped. He beheved that the 
preſent managers would not take above common intereſt, hut 
the fuil ten per cent. might at a future time be levied. If 
was fortunate in carrying the motion for:adjourning the ſt- 
cond reading aſ this Bill which he meant to make, * 
zit — 
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follow it up with a motion for a committee to inquire-ints the 
Kate of the port of London; that the preſent, and any-other 
Plans, might be ſubmitted to their conſideration. He then 
moved, that the ſecond reading of the bill be poſtponed till 
that day.tour months. 


* 4 0 


The Lord Mayor ( Alderman Curtis) ſeconded the motion, 


He thought that the plan of the merchants would defeat itſelf, 


4 heir plan was meant only to accommodate two or three hun- 
dred ſhips out of thirteen thouſand, of which the N:ipping of 
London conſiſted. The entrance of the canal would be at the 
moſt difficult part of the river, and would be inzeceflible du- 
ring ſouth-welt winds. By this plan many faniilies would be 
ruined in their fortunes and means of exiſtence : it would leſſen 
the number of watermen, whom. he might well call the finews 
of war, ſince they afforded at all times a ready ſupply to his 
majelty's navy. The Bill would alſo materially affect the 
docks of Woolwich and Greenwich. The conſervation of the 
river in the city was, his lordſhip obſerved, equivalent to the 
Fight the lord of a manor had over property, who. was always 
conſulted in the project of canals to paſs through that property, 
Sworn as he had been to maintain the privileges of the city, be 
felt that he could not abandon this right without failing in his 
duty. He ſaid, he was ready to admit that the preſent-ſyſtem, 
with regard to veſſels in the river, ſtood in need of reformation 
—Teformation in genera) was wanted. Holidays ought to be 
2boliſhed, the perſons employed in clearing ſhips ſhould 
work from ſun- riſe to ſun- ſet, and the fuperintending officers 
ought carefully to ſee that the buſineſs was properly tranſacted, 
ut would not the ſame difficukies be met with by the advo- 
cates and projectors of the new canal? If the workmen and 
oficers were found deficient in one inſtance, there was no ar- 
gument to warrant their being more attentive in the other. It 
was too often found, that when a ſhip arrived at the Downs, 


the: captain would leave his veſſel; and in a poſt- chaiſe and fouf 


ſet off tor. town. As to the plunder committed, which bad 
bern ſtated as amounting to a conſiderable ſum, he did not be- 
lie ve it amounted to any thing equal to what had been ſuggeſt- 
ed; the officers were iworn to do their duty, and he believed 
they were faithful in the diſcharge of their truſt, He ſaid, that 
thels various abuſes had been laid to the charge of the corpo» 
ration of the city of London, whereas, in fact, they were more 
properly the abuſes of the merchants. The Eaſt India Com- 
pany, by ſuperior attention in reſpect to their ſhipping, he was. 
ſure, out. of two millions, did not doſe 200l. The plano Mr. 
W yatty for the better accommodation of the ſhippings pe mv 
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from-999-t9 1000 additional ſhips,” which could be accom- 
pliſhed in half the time, and at half the expence which the 
ſcheme propoſed. in this bill. His lordſhip ſaid, that when ſhips 
were in the new propoſed canal, and the wind in a particular 
quarter, they would be heaimed in, and in the vicinity to the 
configed parts of Wapping, might be in danger of being 
burnt. | A 2636 3 

Mr. Alderman Le Meſurier, following the example of the 
city chief Magiſtrate, obſerved, that the preſent queſtion was 
not about the propriety of erecting additional docks for the 
better accommodation of the ſhipping, but to decide upon; 
which of thoſe propoſed was moſt 2 to anſwer the end. 
That which was the object of the preſent bill would, if adopt - 
ech go to the excluſion of every other plan of improvement: 
ſuppoſing the Houſe ſhould give the propoſers of it leave to 
take a toll in the nature of a port-duty, how would the city 
vf London, or other public bodies, be enabled to make their 
projected improvements? If a duty muſt be levied on the 
commerce of the city of London, and the corporation of that 
city de thought unworthy of, or. unqualified for receiving it, 
ſill it would be better that government, or ſome public body, 
ſhould undertake the direction of that impoſt, than that it 
ſhould be committed to any particular ſet of individuals, bow- 
ever reſpectable, to be incorporated for that eſpecial purpoſe. 
From the moment it was underſtood by the public, that che 
py now in agitation was ſet on foot, there would be ſchemes 
or other docks at Rotherhithe, &c. and thus it would be im- 
poſſible for the corporation to complete their plans of improve 
meat, when they ſuffered a diminution of their revenues. 
Much had been ſaid about plundering,; he apprehended, how- 
ever, that if the merchants had taken equal pains to prevent 
that, as they had done to obtain-ſupporters to this plan, much 
of the plunder complained of might have been prevented. At 
preſent, three cuſtom-houſe aud two exc iſe officers wete ge - 
nerally put on board each ſhip, ang, if theſe perſoas did their 
duty, be could not conceive hom there could be ſo much plun- 
dering where there were ſuch abundant checks. With regard 
to the expence of lighterage, it was comparatively triſl ing, as 
it did not colt above 5000l.; the uſual play of having open 
lighters, he thought, held aut a great * Fai to plunder,” 
aud that it would have been much better had the merchants © 
adopted the plan of the Eaſt India company, in receiving ſe- 
curity from; thoſe whom they entruſted. Some regulations 
n ght, be conceived, be introduced with regard to the uumbet 
ot cuſtom - houſe officers put on board each ſhip, andbe — 

wiſhed 
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wiſhed a ſmaller number. Similar alterations might alſo be 
neceſſary with reſpect to arg ray Hap on, to particular 
ſhips, more being appointed to ſome ſhips than others, and 
ſometimes they were appointed to more ſhips than one at a 
time. He adverted alſo to the careleſſneſs of merchants* clerks, 
in not paying the duties in time, which occaſioned unneceſſar 
delays. Much might be done to prevent plundering, and thoſe 
inconveniences he had mentioned, if gentlemen would turn 
their thoughts to the framing of ſuch regulations as were prac- 
ticable to be adopted. The city of London, he declared, wiſhed 
to afford every accommodation for providing warehouſes, and 
for loading and unloading goods : when the legal quays were 
occupied, other wharts were to be had in Southwark, though 
he was aware the Weſt India merchants had not as much rea- 
fon to be fond of croſſing London-bridge as he had. After 
alluding to an act of parliament, ſtating the loſs to the revenue 
by ſhips unloading at wharfs, he concluded by declaring he 
fhould vote for the delay propoſed. 

Mr. S. Thornton ſaid, he was not a little ſurpriſed to hear 
the principle of the bill under conſideration oppoſed. The 
preſent was not, he contended, a new experiment; on the con- 
trary, its neceſſity had been long ſince admitted, its effect had 
deen tried at one of our three greateſt ports, (the port of Lon- 
don out of the queſtion,) with the happieſt ſucceſs, and for 
the benefit of commerce, he hoped it would be tried under the 
proviſions of the bill before the Houſe. In proof of his argu- 
ment, Mr. Thornton ſtated the advantages that had ariſen to 
the port of Hull through the introduction of wet docks. From 
20,000). the revenue of that port when they were begun, ) it 
now amounted to about 200, oool. per annum. The preſent 
plan would accommodate 3500 ſhips, as it would contain 380 
at once, and each ſhip would only lic for about fix weeks at a 
time. With regard to the intereſt, he thought ten per cent. 

ry teaſonable. | | 
Mr. Sheridan faid, he . with the worthy magiſtrates 
in almoſt every thing they had advanced. It was incumbent 
ypon the Houſe to hear counſel for the parties who petitioned 
againſt the bill, and time at leaſt ſhould be granted for that pur- 
poſe, He ſaw no reaſon to doubt the ſincerity .of the city in 
wiſhing to bring forward a plan, and it well deſerved conſi- 
deration, whether the plan propoſed by the city of London 
could not be carried into effect in a cheaper manner than that 
propoſed by the bill. The example of the conduct of the city 
on a former occaſion, the honourable gentleman had brought 
forward upon the principle laid down in a celebrated —_— 
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of late; that of viſiting the ſins of the anceſtors upon their poſ- 
terity, and it was only on this view that the corporation of 
London could be implicated in the folly of their predeceſſors. 
It might be argued, that any plan of this nature would hurt 
the city of London, as Weſt India merchants might aſſert, that 
the abolition of the ſlave trade would ruin the trade with the 
colonies ; and as it had been argued ſome years ago, that the 
commerce of this country would ſuffer by giving a free trade 
to Ireland, a prediction falſified by the event: arguments of 
that Kind, however, with him went for little or nothing. If 
the object could be effected with the conſent of the city, he 
was convinced that merchants would not refuſe the accom- 
modation on theſe terms. It was ſaid, that ten per cent. was 
not too high. He was not at all ſurpriſed that the honourable 
gentleman ſhould not conſider it a very great profit, when that 
honourable gentleman well knew that 10 per cent. was to be 
gained upon a loan. The loſſes through plunderage ſurely muſt 
be very conſiderable, when-a new — was made from the 
frequeney of the fact, and ſurely that was not a loſs that the 
wet docks were calculated to remedy. The great queſtion 
however, ſince it was on all hands agreed that ſome plan was 
neceſſary, was, whether the purpoſe might not be as well an- 
ſwered by the city plan, as by that propoſed by the merchants ? 
and if upon comparifon it ſhould ſo appear, the city were un- 
doubtedly entitled to the preference. I here was ſomething at 
firſt view very unfavourable in the appearance of this bill. 
Though. holding out to be a private bill, it permitted v 
| conſiderable ſums to be levied from all Britiſh ſhips, althoug 
the accommodation would be confined chiefly to the Weſt In- 
dia merchants. That 1,700 houſes: ſhould be pulled down, 
and 10, ooo perſons forced to ſeek new habitations, was ſuch 
a proſpect of deſolation preſented at the commencement of a 
plan of improvement, as did not chear the viſion, enliven the 
mind, or, in behalf of the project, beſpeak much favour. Fhe 
ultimate effect certainly would be, to diminiſh the value of 
houſes all over the city of London, and in time to attract the 
Exchange, the Cuſtom-houſe, &c. to the place where the 
docks were to be made. He ſhould have wiſhed that a month 
or fix weeks, or ſome ſuch period, had been propoſed for the 
delay of the bill, that time might be allowed, as well to hear 
counſel of the parties intereſted, as to bring forward any other 
plans that might be in agitation. rn. 
ße Chancellor of the Exebeguer faid, he felt the importance 
ot the ſubject before the Houſe; and every man maſt” feel a 
ſarisfaction at the cauſe which created the preſent difficulty, 28 
Vor. III. 1796. 30 that 
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that cauſe was the increaſe of our trade, and.therefare the 
prineiple of the Bill was public, , correchly ſpeaking, 
the Bill might be called a private Bill. That ſomething ſhould 


be done far the general accommodation of the trade, he could 


haye no. heſitation. to ſay. The principle of the Bill was not 


merely to be conſidered ; upon that there could be no diffi- 


culty, as it was for the general accommodation of trade; but 
the queſtion would be, whether the mode propoſed by this par- 
ticular act, was proper to be adopted, and that would be ſub- 
ject to the K {bp of a committee, when. the Bill ſhould 
come to that ſtage, * As to the amount of the intereſt in queſ- 
tion, and whether all ſhips ought to pay towards it, or only 
particular ſhips receiying certain accommodation, al that did 
not amount to abjection to the general ſcape of the preſent 
ſubject. The principle of the Bill led the Houſe to inquire 
whether the trade of Landon ought to be accommodated bet. 


ter than it now was? Upon that he had a decided opinion in 


the affirmative; but he had ſome doubts in this caſe upon the 
point of order. When counſel came to argue on this queſtion 
at the bar of the Houſe, they might ſtate, as the worthy ma- 
giſtrates and repreſentatives of the city of London had done 
that day; they might ſay they admit Is the grievance exiſted 
as ſtared in the Bill, but that they could furnith for that griev- 
ance a better rewedy than that which was propoſed in the Bill. 
That the Hauſe might be called upon to adopt, and would do 
ſo if convinced that the remedy was better, and ſhauld then, 
as in all ſuch caſes, be under the diſagrgeable neceſſity of com- 
pelling individuals who ſhould object to the plan, and who 
had local intereſts to be affected by it, to accept a compenſa- 
tion for that intereſt, That too the Hauſe _— undoubtedly 
be inclined to waye, if they could obtain their abject without 
it, The Bill could not be argued without allowing to the 
corporation of the city of London, and the proprietors of the 
legal quays, an opportunity to ſtate, their ,reaſons at large 
againſt the plan, upon the queſtion, of the general . intereſt af 
the trade, as well as to. ſtate objections atiſing out of local 
intereſts. If a caſe like that was to be gone into at the bar of 
that Houſe, there would be conſiderable difficulty in it, and 
ſome perhaps would ariſe upon the point of order, reſpecting 
which he ſhould be glad to hear an opinion from the chair. He 
ſhould like to know whether at the bar of the Houſe, the 
parties would be at liberty to go into evidence, not only on 
the part of the corporation. of the city of London, and the 
proprietors of the legal quays, as their intexeſts might w 
1 atlecic 
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affected by the preſent Bill, but alſo to ſhew the ſuperior merit 
of the city plan? | 

His own idea was that whatever might be the point of or- 
der, the parties might be placed in a condition,” where they 
would be at liberty ro do it. In point of convenience, how- 
ever, to the trade, an expeditious mode ought to be adopted, 
ſo that the object ſhould be obtained in the courſe of the pre- 
ſent ſeſſion. He therefore thought that only two days in the 
week, Which was the regular coutſe of proceeding in hearin 
counſel at the bar of that Houſe, would make it impoſſible t 
bring the matter, which ought to be entered into as ſoon as 
poſſible, to a concluſion this ſeſſion. He wanted the object to 
be attained with all convenient diſpatch, and that this Bill 
ſhould paſs if no better mode could be adopted to remedy the 
evil, He chimed this not only on the ground of national in- 
tereſt, of itſelf deciſive, but aſſo with a view to the particular 
intereſt of the parties itnmediately concerned. The corporation 
of the city of London, it was true, came forward at that mo- 
ment with a plan which they ſay will anſwer the purpoſe, of the 
trade in general, better than that propoſed in the Bill, but 
when the complaint had been of ſo long ſtanding, and the 
merchants had given the city ſo much time to do what was ne- 
ceſſary in a mattet᷑ of ſo much importance to the national com- 
merce, and when alſo they were ſo late in producing their 
plan, the Houſe had a right therefore to be ſomewhat jealous 
of the fincerity of the city; they ought not to object to the 
mode propoſed in the preſent Bill until they ſhould be ſure 
that the city plan was a better mode for remedying the evil, 
The conclufion that he meant to draw from all this, certainly 
was not that the preſent Bill ſhould be put off for four months; 
if that ſhould be agreed to, the Bill could not paſs this ſeſſion, 
if therefore that amendment was perſiſted in, he ſhould feel 
himſelf obliged to meet it with a negative. This he was 
warranted in doing from the arguments of the repreſen- 
tatives of the City, who oppoſed the Bill, ſubject to a better 
mode of carrying that principle into effect, The city of Lon- 
don, for thele reaſons, ke conceived, were not fairly entitled 
to che delay deſired, unleſs they proved that their mode was 
preferable to that propoſed in the preſent Bill: Before, there- 
fore, he ſhould conſent to the delay, which would go to a re- 
ject on, the Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, be muſt hear 
tufficient evidence to convince his mind that the plan of im- 
provement propoſes] by the city was clearly preferable to that 
of the merchants, | | 8 
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In that view of the ſubject, the friends of the bill were enti- 
tled to have the ſecond reading then, and put their opponents 
to proof at the bar of the Houſe that their plan was a better 
one, If gentlemen, however, ſeeing the great delay that would 
ariſe by hearing evidence on both ſides at the bar of the Houſe, 
would agree to have a committee up ſtairs, in that caſe it might 
be proper to poſtpone the ſecond reading of the bill to an early 
day after the holidays, for the purpoſe of ſeeing whether the 
city of London could, within a fortnight or three weeks, or 
ſome ſuch period, produce a plan that would anſwer the pur- 
Pole better than that which was propoſed by the preſent bill, 

his ſeemed to him to be doing juſtice between the parties, 
without loſing ſight of the public intereſt. He ſhould there. 
fore move an amendment upon the amendment, that, inſtead 
of © this day four months,” be ſubſtituted the 1xth of April 
next. Then he ſhould be ready to meet the idea of referring 
the plans to a committee, who might fit every day notwith- 
ſtanding any adjournment of the Houſe ; and, if the city were 


really deſirous to carry the ſubject through properly, they 
d 


would come forward with their plan. Certainly, the public 
ſhould have the benefit of the mode propoſed by the preſent 
bill, unleſs a better mode be propoſed. It ſhould be remem- 
bered, that if this bill be thrown out, another bill could not 
be had in the preſent ſeſſion, according to the rules of the 
Houſe. If, however, it could be proved that a better plan 
could be adopted, it might hereafter be brought forward, and 
in the mean time this ſhould go on. He would therefore move, 
that the ſecond reading be poſtponed till Monday the 11th of 
of April; but here he wiſhed to be underſtood, that he did ſo 
with this previſe, that the worthy magiſtrate and the oppoſers 
of the bill would take ſuch advantage of the intervening time, 
as to enable the Houſe to give to the public the benefit that 
would reſult from one of the plans. If they could make out 
that their ſyſtem was better, cheaper and ſhorter, he did not 
entertain a doubt but the Houſe would adopt it. He therefore 
did not wiſh to leave out the word now, as it ſtood in the ori- 
gal motion, unleſs the conſiderations he had ſtated met the 


s ideas of the gentlemen, who moved and ſupported the deferting 


the ſecond reading for four months. 

The Speaker (aid, that in conſequence of the appeal that 
had been made to him, with reſpe& to the queſtion of regula- 
rity in the opponents of the bill, not only ſtating their reaſons 
againſt it, but alſo laying before the Houſe their plan, which 


they alledged would carry the ſame object better and more ef- 
fectually into execution, he thought they had a right to brin 


for war 
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forward their plan as part of the evidence apy, might produce 
againſt the plan propoſed in the preſent bill. Having ſtated in 
a perſpicuous manner the object of the bill, and that of the 
petitions, againſt it, the Speaker obſeryed, that it would not be 
proper to debar counſel jor the opponents of the bill from bring- 
ing proof of the ſuperiority of their plan, Such had been the 
line of conduct obſerved. by the Houle. in a private bill of great 
importance, the Eau Brink Drainage Bill, where it was con- 
tended that the object would be ruinous in its conſequences. 
Thoſe who oppoſed it wiſhed to ſhew, that the ſame end might 
be obtained by other meaſures with more advantage, and they 
were accordingly allowed to produce their plan: the parole 
evidence and papers of a principal engineer were received to 
that effect. Grreat delay and expence would however enſue; 
and he ſuggeſted, whether an antecedent committee of enquiry 
would not effectually anſwer every purpoſe? ' 

Mr. Mainwaring ſaid a few words, which related to the 
conſequences of delaying; the bill, and obtaining full infor- 
mation. 

The Speaker explained the order of the proceeding, and 
ſaid, that it was uſual to originate bills like that before the 
Houle in the months of September and October, conſequently 
the temporary delay and conſideration of the preſent bill would 
be the leaſt injurious mode of proceeding, where there remain- 
ed no doubt on either ſide of the neceſſity of ſome meaſure like 
the preſent for the accommodation of the encreafing commerce 
of the metropolis. | | 

Mr. Alderman Luſhington declared, that it was by no means 
the object of his amendment to get rid of the bill before the 
Houſe, but merely te give the city of London an opportunity 
of laying their plan before a Committee, for them to ſee 
whether it was not better than that which was propoſed by 
the bill. The Alderman deprecated any idea of a purpoſed 
delay with a view. ſolely. to do away the bill for the preſent 
ſeſſion: he wiſhed rather that it ſhould revive in greater per- 
tection, by a full enquiry and emendation; that ſome bill ſhould 
be carried, and that, as ſoon as was conſiſtent with all the in- 
teteſts which were involved, he was deciſively of opinion; but 
he wiſhed a meaſure of ſuch, magnitude to be preceded. by a 
deliberate examination of both the plans propoſed, and it it 
ſhould be found in the end that the plan propoſed by the mer- 
chants was preferable to that of the corporation, then, and then 
only, it ſhould have his affent. 

The Speaker wiſhed to ſet gentlemen right, who might ſup- 
pole that a ne y meaſure could riſe upon the preſent bill N 

orders 
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orders of the Houſe would not admit of ſuch a mode of pro- 
ceeding ; ſo that there appeared no alternative but proceeding 
to the ſecond reading of the bill directly, or adopting the ſhort 
adjournment propoſed in the amendment of the right honour. 
able gentleman, to prevent that delay which all united in pro- 
teſting againſt, | | 

Mr. Alderman Lufhington acceded to the Chancellot of the 
Exchequer's amendment. | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved, that & Mon. 
day the 11th of. April,“ be ſubſtituted in the place of the for- 
mer propoſed amendment, and where the word natu ſto d in 
the original motion, } 

Mr. Sheridan faid a few words on the poſſibility that it might 
be ſuppoſed that the parties aſſenting to that —— on 
either fide might be conſidered as conſenting alſo to withdraw 
their evidence; this they had not the power to do; and it 
would be awkward for the Houſe, ſhould they not have the 
power to do ſo, by any accidental turn which the queſtion 
mißt: take. | 
The Speaker ſaid, the ſeveral petitions might lie on the ta- 
ble in the prefent ſtate without being affected by either queſ- 
tion, only in ſo far as the time to which the Houſe might de- 
termine to poſtpone the ſecond reading. W 

Mr. Ryder feared: there would be a loſs of time ſhould a 
variety of plans be conſidered. 

General Smith ſaid, the Houſe ſhould recolle that this bill 
was to have been read laſt week, and he underſtood that the 
only reaſon affigned for a delay to the preſent time was, in or- 

der to afford an opportunity for a meeting and diſcuſſion of the 
buſineſs between the contending parties; the Houſe had not 
heard of any ſucceſs, or even any information, only that a new 
plan was brought forward by the corporation after a few days 
digeſtion, to oppoſe a plan matured in all its parts, and upon 
which counſe] were ready to produce evidence: he did not 
approve of this, and he hoped the Houſe would look to the 
merits of the firſt propoſers of a meaſure ſo important to the 
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* trade of the country, and not liſten to thoſe who had neglected 
1 for upwards of ſixty years a matter of ſuch mgnitude, until 
wn they were rouſed from their ſupinenefs by perſons more meri- 
i tortouſly active, and in favour of whole meaſure he had heard 
„ arguments by the honourable member who ſpoke firſt, which 
iF ought to convince any man; nor could even the ingenuity or 
A humour of his honourable friend near him (Mr. Sheridan) 
A alter his opinion that the oppoſition of the city to the wec 
docks was not every whit as abſurd as the oppofition a century 
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ago to the building of Weſtminſter bridge :--he would oppoſe 


both amendments, 


Sir Watkin Lewes ſaid, he was ſorry to hear any reflections 


thrown out againſt the corporation of London, who had al- 
ways been active in the intereſts of their country. Their con- 
duct in preſerving the river navigation, and other meaſures for 


the good of trade; and the conduct of his honourable friend, 


(Alderman Luſhington) whoſe motive was not for delay, but 
to render the meaſure required effectual, in acquiefcing with 
the amendment of the right honourable gentleman, was a proof 
ol the purity of their wiſhes. — 

The queſtion was put on the firſt amendment, which was 
negatived. 


And the Chancellor of the Exchequer's amendment was then 


put, and carried in the affirmative: the ſecond reading to take 
place on Monday, the 11th of April next. | 


Mr. Aldirman Luſhington moved, „That a committee be 


appointed to enquire into the beſt mode of providing accom- 


modation for ſhipping in the port of London;“ which was 
agreed to, and the Committee ordered to meet this and every 


day, notwithſtanding any adjournment of the Houſe, | 
Several gentlemen were nominated, and ſeveral more being 
put, the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that in order to make 
it an open committee, he ſhould move, That all members 
have voices who ſhall attend the ſaid committee.” Ordered. 
Adjourned. | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Travasbay, March 17. 


Pool Canal, Knutsford Road, Camwhitton Incloſure, and 
Topſham Canal Bills, were read a third time, and paſſed. - 


| WET DOCKS. | 
The committee appointed to take into conſideration the 


plan of the merchants for building wet docks. in the port of 
London, were ordered to report from time to time to the 


Houſe. TITS COPE I& 
GAME REGULATION BILL, 


Mr, Curwen brought in a bill for the repeal of certain parts 


of the game laws, which as read a firſt time; and, on the 


motion for the ſecond reading, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, the bill was of ſo 


much conſequence, and invglved queſtions of ſo much magni- 


rude 


86 ů — 


«224 mn —— 
n 


* 5 dd ten —— 9 2 — r — 
f 8 * "® N — 44 WI a * " 9 122 
READ — I'S « d n — * "— 5 * 1 ® 
1373732 CPS earn elit Aces 9, eG tr IS — 6 — 3 4 


n 


3272 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. TCommox 5. 


tude, that he thought gentlemen ſhould come to ſome imme- 
diate deciſion reſpecting it. It was of ſo important a nature, 
that he was againſt its lying over until next ſeſſion: it was, in 
ſhort, a queſtion of ſuch a complexion, that he wiſhed it to be 
decided with all convenient diſpatch, and not ſuffered to re- 
main afloat in mens minds. Be would therefore recommend 
to put off the ſecond reading to ſome day after the holidays, 
ſufficiently in time to obtain the determination of the Houſe 
during the prefent ſeſſion, and in the mean time to have the 
bill printed, in order to give gentlemen opportunity to conſi- 
der its principle and proviſions. In this idea, if it met the 
approbatior of the Houſe, he would fix the 18th of April for 
that ſtage, GR 

Mr. Curwen faid, he concurred in opinion with the right 
honourable gentleman, that the meaſure was of magnitude and 
conſiderable importance, and he thought the Houſe ought to 
be allowed ſufficient time and opportunity to confider its prin- 
ciple. He had no objection therefore to printing the bill, or 
deferring the ſecond reading of it till after Eaſter. And, as 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer was pleaſed to mention the 
18th of April as a proper day, he would, with the leave of the 
Houſe fix that day for the ſecond reading, 

General Smith declared, that he himſelf had as yet formed 
no opinion whatever of the ſubject, and as it was of very ge- 
neral importance, he conceived that it would be more proper 
to defer the bill after it was printed entirely to the next ſeſſion, 
that the members of the Houſe might take it into the country 
during the vacation, not only to conſider it, but alſo to con- 
ſult their conſtituents upon it. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that he wiſhed time 
till after the receſs for the ſecond reading, that gentlemen might 
give it every conſideration and attention in their power. If, 
after that time, the Houſe thought its principle and proviſions 
dangerous, they might reject it; and, he was free to ſay, that 
he wiſhed it to be ſoon decided, 55 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Frivay, March 18. 


Mr. Curwen moved, that the order for the ſecond of the 
game bill, on Monday the 18th of April, ſhould be diſcharges, 
and renewed for Friday the 22d of April. Agreed to. 

Mr. Buxton was of opinion, that time ſhould be given to 


gentlemen to make up their minds on the contents of the . 
| r. 
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Mr. Curwen declared he had no objection to poſtpone the 
ſecond reading. | 
It was then agreed to, that the bill ſhould be read a ſecond 
time on Monday, the 18th of April next, and that copies 
ſhould, be printed for the uſe of the members, 
MILLERS BILL, 


Mr. Ryder brought up the bill founded on the reſolutions of 
the corn committee, reſpecting the regulations to take place 
in mills.” Read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a fecond 
time to-morrow. ' | 

DOG TAX. 


The order of the day being read for the conſideration of the 
report of the committee on the dog tax, it was diſcharged on 
the motion of Mr. Dent, who then moved, that it ſhould 
ſtand for Thurſday next. Agreed to. 

Adjourned, | | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Fripay, March 18. 
Mr. Curwen moved that the order for the ſecond reading of 
the game bill, on Monday the 18th of April, ſhould be diſ- 
charged, and renewed for Friday the 22d of April. 


Agreed to, 
WASTE LANDS. 


The order of the day being read for the Houſe to reſolve 
itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, on the general 
incloſure Bill, Sir John Sinclair moved, that the Bill be 
referred to a ſelect committee conſiſting of knights of the 
ſhires and gentlemen of the long robe. Agreed to. | 

Mr. Powys gave notice that he ſhould move on Monday 
next for an inſtruction to the committee to divide this bill into 
two diſtinct bills, as it embraced two objects, which had no 
connection with each other: the one was to ſettle with the 
conſenting proprietors who formed a great majority, and the 
other to compel an unwilling minority. 


MELASSES. 


Lord Sbeſſeld (aid, that the late act had prevented the diſtil- 
lation from Britiſh melaſſes, but as exportation was not forbid, 
the ſpirit of that act was evaded; Engliſh melaſſes was ſent 
to Irelarid to be diſtilled, and the price of foreign melaſſes was 
ſv high, that Britiſh melaſſes was exported, — afte. wards re- 
terned as foreign, There was another circumſtance which 

Vol. III. 1796. 45 he 
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he wiſhed to mention: the duty on foreign melaſſes was fo 
high as to amount almoſt to a prohibition, by which means the 
revenue on diſtillation was loſt ; the duty ſhould therefore be 
leſſened. He wiſhed to know whitther thoſe who attended to 
the revenue intended to bring forward any meaſure to remedy 


theſe inconveniences. 
Mr. Roſe ſaid, that he was aware of the abuſe mentioned, 


and he would ſubmit to the Houſe, in a few days, a Propoſi. 
tion to prevent the exportation and encourage the impor. 
tation, &c. 

HIGH- PRICE OF CORN, 


Mr. Ryder brought up a report from the ſelect committee, 
which recommended the equalizing weights and meaſures 
through the kingdom. Ordered to lie on the table, and to be 
rinted. 
F Mr. Ryder brought up the report of the ſelect committee on 
the high price of corn, which was read, order to be laid on the 
table, and to be printed. 
Adjourned. 


The following is a Copy of the Report delivered by Mr. Ryper 
F to the 2 of Commons. 


The ſelect Committee, appointed to take in conſideration 
the preſent high price of. corn, and to collect evidence relative 
thereto, and to report the ſame, with their opinion thereupon, 
from time to time, to the Houle, have further confidered the 
matter to them referred, and have come to the following re- 


ſolutions: 


Reſolved, I. That it is the opinion of this committee, that the buying and 
ſelling of corn by weight or meaſure, regulated by weight, is more certain, and 
leſs liable to deception than by meaſure alone. 

Reſolved, II. That it is the opinion of this committee, that, notwithiand- 
ing the buſhel, common called “ The Wincheſter Buſhel,” is the ouly meaſure 
of that deſcription authorized by law, there are various cuſtomary meaſures uſes 
in different parts of the kingdom, to the great inconvenience of the buyers and 
ſellers of corn. 

Reſolved, III. That it is the opinion of this committee, that the adoption of 
weight or meaſure, regulated by weight in the ſale of corn, inſtead of meaſure 
alone, will tend to,remedy theſe inconveniences, and to equalize all deſcriptions of 
the quantities of corn bought or fold in this kingdom, 

Reſolved, IV. That it is the opinion of this committee, that the fandard 


weight ought to be Avoirdupois pound, one hundred and twelve of which pounds 
| hall 
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{hall bc conſidered as the hundred weight, and twenty hundred weight as one ton 
ſanding we'ght, with an even beam or balance. 

Reſolved, V. hat it is the opinion of this committee, that the following 
weights 4 yoirdupois, of the refpeFive ſorts of grain, ſhall be deemed equal to 
a ſtundard Wincheſter Buſhel, viz. Wheat 6olb. Rye $561b, Barley golb. Beer or 
Bigg, 44 b Oats 40lb. Beans 6olb. Peaſe 6olb. 

Reſo ved, VI. That it is the opinion of this committee, that all contracts, 
bargains, ſales, and dealings in corn, ought to be taken and adjudged to be ac- 
ending to the ſtandatds aforeſaid; and that no perſon ſhould recover the price of 
corn ſold, or the corn itſelf, or any damages on account of any contracts, bar- 
gains, ſales dr dealings, but according to the weight of the Avoidupois pound, or 
of meaſure regulated by that weight; and that all contracts, bargains, ſales or 
dealings, made otherwiſ:, ſhould be void. 

Reſolved, VII. That it is the opinion of this committee, that the giving 
and receiving as an allowance or addition to the weight a quantity of corn, above 
what is really and noxA F1Dz agre:d for, by which a higher price is paid to the 
ſeller, than the nominal we ght or quantity is worth, tends to raiſe the return of 
the average price of corn, and is thereby injurious to the conſumers of bread. 

Reſolved, VI'I, That it is the opinion of this committee, that any perſon 
demanding or taking any addition or allowance of corn to the pound, hundred, or 
ton, or other weight, or to the reſ e dive weights of the buſhel, as before men · 
tioned, ſhould be made !iable to a penalty. 

Reſolved IX. That it appears to this committee, that by ſeveral ancient acts, 
it is directed that market towns ſhould have a common balance, and ſtandard 
weights and meaſures; and that by an act made in the 35th year of the reign of 
his preſent Majeſty, the uſe of defective weights, and falſe and unequal balances, 
has been prohibited, and the juſtices are empowered to purchaſe ſtandard weights 
out of the county rates. 

Reſolved, X. That is the opinion of this committee, that the chief magi- 
$rate of every city or market town, or the juſtices in their ſefſion, ſhould be di- 
rected and required to cauſe to be erected, in a convenient place, within the corn 
market of ſuch city or market town, or in other places where corn is ſold, ſuf. 
ficient beams or balances, with proper ſcales thereunto affixed, with a competent 
ſet of iron weights, and that the expence thereof ſhall be paid for out of the 
county rate, as is directed by the act of 35th year of the reign of his preſent Ma- 
jefy, unleſs the city or town does not contribute to the rat: of the county in 
which it is ſituated. | 

Reſo ved, XI. That it is the opinion of this committee, that where weights 
are provided for the above purpoſes, they ſhall be made of cat iron, with the 
contents thereof marked on each particular weight; and that four weights of 
gold. each, and one of each of the weights of 281b. 141b, 7lb. 4ib. Ab. 11b. Avoir- 
2upois, by compounding of which a fack of corn, or any ſmaller quantity can 
te w-ighed, ſhall be conſidered as competent, 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monpay, March 21. 


The Bills on the table were read in their different ſtages, 
and one Bill was received from the Commons. 
Adjourned. 


1 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


Monxpay, March 21. 


The Indemnity, Garrell's Naturalization, and Clive In- 
cloſure Bill were read a third time, and paſſed. 


MILLERS TOLL REGULATION BILL. 


A ſhort converſation, in a committee cf Mi whole Houſe, 
took place on this Bill. | 

Mr. Popham ſaid, he wiſhed in ſome ſtage of the Bill to in- 
troduce a clauſe for millers to accommodate the poor on jour- 
neys, by grinding corn for them, as inn-keepers are obliged to 
ſupply the military with proviſions on marches. 

Mr. Francis ſaid, he thought the better expedient would be 
to eſtabliſh hand-mills in certain parts of the country, where 
the poor might grind for themſelves. 

Mr. Plumer recommended gentlemen to poſtpone their ob- 
ſervations in the preſent ſtage of the Bill, and in the mean time 
to have it printed, that they might fully conſider it during the 
holidays, and deliver their ſentiments upon it when it came to 
be recommitted. 

Sir Francis Baſſet then brought up the report, when the 
Bill was ordered to be printed, and to be taken into furthe: 
conſideration on Thurſday, the 7th of April. 

Mr. Robert Dundas brought in a Bill for the better regula 
tion of game in Scotland, which was read a firſt, and ordered 
to be read a ſecond time, 

A meiſage from the Lords acquainted the Houſe, that the 
Lords had paſſed the Bill for the encouragement of the im- 
portation of naval ſtores to the Weſt India iſlands, with ſe- 
veral other Bills, without any amendment, 


* WASTE LANDS. 


Mr. Potoy, roſe to make a motion reſpecting the walte 
land general incloſure Bill, which he ſaid, embraced two 
principles, which in his opinion ought to be kept diſtinct and 
ſeparate, The one gives the power of incloſing by the un- 


animous confent of the proptietors, the other veſts that power 
5 m 
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in a bare majority. To the former he had no objection. 
The latter he thought extremely exceptionable and proper to 
be made the ſubject of a ſeparate Bill. He therefore moved, 
That it be an inſtruction to the committee appointed to con- 
ſider the dividing and incloſing watte lands, to turn che ge- 
neral incloſure Bill into two Bills, if they thought ſuch a 
meaſure proper.” 

Sir Richard Sutton ſeconded the motion. 

Sir John Sinclair faid, he thought ſuch a meaſure would not 
only be productive of delay, but would defeat the object of 
the committee. He juſtified the proviſions of the Bill, and 
declared he conceived it to be for the general intereſt of the 
public, that a majority ſhould decide, wherever there was 2 
difference of opinion. 

Lord Sh eld ſaid, he was ſorry to differ from his honour- 
able friend who made the motion. The Bill if ſeperated as 
propoſed would be perfectly uſeleſs. The object of the legi- 
lature ſhould be not only to facilitate, but alſo to encourage 
and as much as poſſible to force an incloſure; that it was 
now perfectly well aſcertained, . that on an average of 
years the quantity of land now in tillage in Great Britain did 
not ſubſiſt its inhabitants, that he had told the public five years 
ago, unleſs ſome means were uſed to increaſe the tillage of the 
country, we ſhould frequently find ourſelves in an alarming 
and precarjous dependance on foreign countries (as in our 
preſent caſe) for our ſubſiſtence; that if the cultivation of 
waſte lands was ſuffered to depend on general conſent, an in- 
cloſure would never take place; that ſo great a good thould 
not depend on the infignificant whims of a few individuals; 
that the quantity of land uncultivated in England was a diſ- 
grace to the legiſlature, and the like was not to oblerved in 
any other civilized country in Europe. 

Some gentlemen had fd that much of the waſte lands 
were as uſeful in their preſent ſtate as they could be rendered 
by cultivation. He entirely diſagreed with them: he aid 
they were a nuifance to the country, they were the neſts of 
rogues and idlers ; that they drew the people from regular in- 
duſtry; that thoſe lands it brought into cultivation, one part 
would be employed in raiſing good cattle, in the place of thoſe 
miſcrable ſtarved animals, which are not to be ſeen in any 
other country, while the other part would be employed in 
rating that corn for which we are paying ſuch immenſe ſums 
to foreigners, when we can get it. | 

Mr. Francis faid, that it might happen that a minority in 
numbers may pofleſs the larger thare of property; in ſuch caſe 
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it would be proper to make exceptions ; however, he thought 
that in the commitment of the preſent Bill, thoſe purpoſes 
might be effected, as well as by ſeparate bills, which would 
be productive of delay. 

Mr. Burdon was of opinion, that by delay we ſhould indiſ- 


| putably Joſe the advantages ariſing from an immediate in- 


cloſure. 

Mr. Hie ſaid, that he at firſt hoped that the Bill would 
be attended with very beneficial conſequences; but when he 
took it home with him, he ſaw, from the ſecond page, that 
it was a mockery held out to the people, that it would prevent 
the poſſibility of a returning ſcarcity ; he was forry to read an 
exception of all the King's foreſts, the New. Foreſt, the 
forct of Dean and Walford, &c. Why, he aſked, ſhould 
theſe lands remain uncultivated ; they were, in fact, the waſte 
lands of the kingdom. He contended, that theſe foreſts 
ſhould be firſt cultivated, and as he would wiſh to ſee every 
acre in the kingdom incloſed, they ſhould then begin the cul. 
tivation of common and other waſte lands. 

Mr. Ryder was againſt the motion, becauſe when the Bill 
came to be committed, he expected ſuch regulations to be 
made as would fully anſwer the purpole of it. 

Mr. Pow:s ſaid, that his objection was not on any balance 
of the quantity of property in the majoriry and minority : it 
was, that parliament ought not to delegate into other hands, 
the power of compelling any minority to conſent; he con- 
felled, that before any individual proprietor was compelled to 
conſent, he ſhould be heard by parliament, who would then 
act as it ſaw fit. 

Mr. Harriſen conceived the belt way was to proceed in 
the proper courſe, as nothing could be expected to be done it 
the Houſe waited for the conſent of all parties, 

Mr, Grey thought the Houſe ought to preſerve the right of 
deciding in a caſe where the deciſion of the minority was li- 
able to be influenced by the intereſt. of the parties; but ob- 
ſerved, for the ſake of expedition, that the beiter way would 
be to ſeparate the bills, and let the firſt propoſition pals, ſince 
there appeared no objection to that. | 

Sir William Delben ſaid, that the reaſon why the crown 
lands were exceped was, not becauſe of their being royal pro- 
peity, but becauſe there was at preſenta commiſſion to en- 
quire into the ſtate of the crown-lands, and that a plan would 
be brought forward by the commiſioners in proper time, 
well digeſted and conſidered, which would make the ſoreſts 
productive, aud leave a ſufficient quantity of timber for the 


navy. 
J Mr. 
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Mr. Fox agreed with Mr. Huſſey, that the crown lands ſhould 
be firſt cultivated, with reſpect to the propoſal of dividing the 
Bill into two, he thought that it was a very proper meaſure ; 
as by that means gentlemens' doubts with regard to one 
meaſure would not impede the courſe of the others through 
the Houſe ; he ſhould therefore vote for dividing the Bill, 
upon this ſimple propoſition, that that part of it ought to 
paſs immediately, to which there was no objection. 

After ſome further converſation, Mr. Powys's motion was 
negatived without a diviſion, 


NEGROES IN WEST INDIA ISLANDS, 


Mr. Francis roſe to give notice of his intention to take the 
firſt convenient opportunity after the receſs, to bring forward 
a motion concerning the ſtate of the negroes in the Weſt 
India Iſlands. In order not to load himſelf with unneceſ- 
ſary difficulties, an attempt ſufficiently arduous in itſelf, and 
perhaps above his capacity, by exciting groundleſs ſuſpicions, 
and provoking a ſuperfluous diſpoſition to oppoſe his intended 
propoſition, before it was underſtood, he would now ſtate 
ſhortly to the Houſe, not what his object was, but what it 
was not, It did not relate at all to the abolition of the flave 
trade, nor to the manumiſſion of the ſlaves now in the iſlands. 
His purpoſe was to provide for another intereſt, which, in his 
opinion, though certain]y not neglected, had never been wiſely 
conſidered, nor rationally promoted, on ſound principles of 
advantage either to the maſter or the ſlave; he meant the 
real intereſt of the proprietor himſelf, If, through that me- 
dium, the condition of the ſlave could be improved, he hoped 
it would not be an objection to his propoſition. It was true, 
be had not till very lately thought of taking an active part, 
upon a ſubject, which, in other views, had been fo long de- 
dated, and to ſo little purpoſe. The laſt unfortunate vote on 
the ſlave trade had determined him to come forward. On 
one point only he thought it neceſſary to make an explicit 
declaration, to ſhelter himſelf from perſonal reproach or 
blame. It was true that he had taken his reſolution, and 
that, at preſent, he ſaw no reaſon to think it at all likely 
that he ſhould not adhere to it. | 
| Nevertheleſs, it was poflible, that in the interval, conſidera- 
dous might occur or be ſuggeſted to him, by men wiſer than 
iimſelf, whom he meant to conſult, that inſurmountable dif- 
lculties, or ftrong prudential objections, might deter or di- 
vert him from purſuing his preſent purpoſe. If fo, the 
Houſe would hear no more of it; but, if he perſevered in 
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his deſign, of which at preſent he had n doubt, „the How: 
might be aſſured that he would apply his mind toit with a 
the induſtry of which he was capable, and with, every exct- 
ton of whatever faculties he poſſeſſedſdq . 
+69 rn Von 70G 
Seneral Maclæad informed the Houſe, that the nature of the 
tranſaction he was about to ſtate, and the motion he Thou! 
groups upon it, were of ſo much importance, and involyed 
uch great concerns, not only to the honour of the Houſe and 
the honour of the country, but the intereſts of humanity for 
ages to come, that he regretted his inability for Tuch a tal: 
B-fore he entered into any detail, however, he "ſhould en- 
deavour to wipe away ſome aſperſions which had been 
thrown upon him ſince he had undertaken this buſineſs. It 
had been both publicly and privately aſſerted that he entef- 


| tained two objects for his preſent motion, private malice and 


hypocriſy. In fact, that he endeavoured to calumniate a no- 


ble lord under the maſk of friendſhip. In teply to this falſe 


and cruel inſinuation, he deſired to appeal to all who knew 
bim, whether they did not believe him to be incapable of 
entertaining ſentiments of private malice. againſt any man, 
far leſs againſt a» perſon whom he profeſſed to love as a. man, 
and reſpected as an accompliſhed foldier,, and a perſon with 
whom he had always lived in habits of the ſtricteſt intimacy, 
Was the noble lord in queſtion a perſon whoſe character 
he could be ſuſpected of being anxious to traduce? He hoped 
no man who knew either the noble lord or him, would think 
him capable of it. But, however high his perſonal reſpect 
for the noble Jord might be, he was compelled by the imperi- 
ous call of duty to bring for ward his preſent inquiry. Tt was 
alſo ſaid that it was his intention to {tab minifters throo 


the ſides of the noble lord. If minifters had been guilty of 


proceeding from plunder to plunder, and from crime to 
crime, in the adminiſtration of the war, then he cone ſted 


that they were implicated in his charge; in his preſent view 


of the ſubject he was about to diſcuſe, however, he abſolved 
miniſters from having any ſhare in it; and he oed that he 
bad received ſome ſatisfaction upon a former day from the 


effect his firſt mention of the matter evidently produced on 


the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who appeared to be boil 
ſtruck with the importance and the horror of it. It was bis 


prelent buſineſs to proceed to the- detail. The firſt account 


that he rcecived of the importation of blood hounds, from the 
illand of Cuba to Jamaica was through the medium oſa newt 
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paper ; as that was not, however, the moſt authentic infor- - 
mation for the Houſe to proceed upon, he wonld recite the 
2ccount of it from an original letter? b 0 
This letter, the General obſerved, was not ſent home b7 
any perſon inimical to gaverament, nor inimical to the inro- 
duction of the blood - hounds, for the writer wiſhed. perfect 
ſueceſs to them, and evidently joined in the general with of 
the planters and proprietors, to whom the abolition of the ſlave 
trade was injurious, by inuendo, that Mr. Wilberforce was in 
Jamaica to be hunted down with the maroons. The firft 
neceſſary enquiry that preſented itſelf in this caſe was, who 
theſe maroons were ? and the reſult of that enquiry would be, 
that they were men; and not only men, but freemen ; that 
they never had been ſlaves themſelves, nor had their anceſtors 
deen ſo, their freedom having been acknowledged by 1everal 
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den, Jamaica, January 3, 1796. 

% dare ſay you have heard of our internal war with the maroons of Trelawny 
town, We have laboured under the oppreſſion of martial law fince A guſt last, 
and when it will ceaſe, Cod only knows. Laſt week they made overtures of 
peace, and requeſted three days time to ſarrender, which was granted to them, and 
ve entertained ourſelves with the flattering hopes we ſhould ſoon again enjoy 
tranquility, On the contrary, the three days truce afforded chem an opportunity 
of gaining every information reſpecting our ſituation, &c, aud they are again re- 
treated farther into the woods than ever. Strange might the idea appear, but 
"tis a fact, we have imported from Cuba, one hundred blood - hounds, attended by 
rwenty Spaniſh Chaſſeurs, and they laſt Friday proceeded into the woods to hunt 
cut and deſtroy the enemy. It is the opinion of people in general, they will have 
the defired ecfect. Nyery, What effect will it have on M- Wilberforce ? I ſap- - 
rale he ſhripks at the idea of huntiag human fleſb and biood, as he is pleaſed to 
file them, with blood-hounds. We all wiſh him preſent, © We had ſ-vere duty 
daring Chriſtmas hollidays, In keeping guard in and about this town, that being 
the critical juncture to obſerve the diſpoGtions. of the ſlaves, but I an happy to 
lay, they are univerſally well affected, and I never ſaw a quieter Chrittmas; 
there is very little to be dreaded from them. One half Kingſton is in Trelau ay; 
have been there theſe three months myſelf; have been iu one expidition again 
tre-Maroons in Charleftown ; they immediately lad down their arms, In ad- 
aden to a number of fine fellows that have loſt their lives, it has coft the country 
more half à million. fince the commencement of this unfortunate war. You 
would ſearcely credir that 00 of thefe fellows could fo long withitand upwarts of 
S co troops, which are the number againſt them; they get inio the int-rior 
parts of the mountain, and xis impoſſible to get at them. I ſuppoſe you are-a!- 
mo?t tired of readivig ; if not, Tech molt tired of writing ; fo wit! tonchude the 
1;*® by wiſhing a ſpeedy extirpation to them.” 

Vor. III. 1796. 30. The 
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The ſecond queſtion then would be, what were theſe 
blood · hounds that were imported with thirty Spaniſh chf. 
ſeurs to hunt up the maroons from their receſſes? and: it 
would be found that they were dogs which the Spaniards had 
found of great uſe upon their diſcovery orf © Mexic6? for the 
purpoſe of extermination. © He was not fond of quotations, 
nor did he often trouble the Houſe with them, but for once he 
would crave” their attention to an extract from the writings 
of Battholomew De las Caſas, a ſimple monk, who: was the 


70 perſon that — — the barbarrities of his countrymen. 


eneral M'Leod here tead an extract from Roberton's 
iſtory of America, defcriptive of the horrors of this ſort of 
warfare in Cuba.] Bartholomew De las Caſas, on account 
of this inhuman butchery, ſeparated from bis countrymen 
and repreſented to the court of Spain ſuch abominable prac - 
tices. Would the parliament of Great Britain wink at ſuch 
proceedings as theſe ? It was uſual, he obſervedg in Cuba, 
for the Spaniards to ſeed their dogs with human fleſh, that 
they might be unnaturally bloody and fierce; it was common 
among the ſoldiers to ſplit a child in two; or cut up an Indian 
in quarters, and feaſt their dogs. Would the Houſe of Com- 
mons fit careleſs, while fifty couple of blood-hounds were im- 
ported from Cuba, and thirty chaſſeurs, to purſue" the fame. 
bloody and inhuman ſports? And who were the iportſmen ? 
Britiſh ſubje&s, Britiſh ſoldiers, and Britiſh Officers ! - Surely 
parliament would not ſuffer them to enjoy # chaſe that ſtained 
the character of the country; and would blot the annals of 
his Majeſty's reign, as much as it had done the reigns of 
Philip Il and Charles V. of Spain, There was, at the ſame 
time, no account of our war with the marvons;” and ſurely 
parliament ſhould be previouſly and regular informed; to de- 
clare it juſt and neceſſary. We had not heard the cauſe of 
this war, or known what provocation the maroons had given. 
He would, however, | for the ſake of argument, allom that the 
war was in deſence of our righis, and conſequently juſt; yet 
we had no right to reſort to unjuſtiſiable means in proſecuung 
it, and purſue the enemy ad internecianem. We had no right 


| to purſue them with blood-hounds into theit inmoli. xecciles; ; 


and he bad authority to ſtate, that it was not merely in their 
ſallying forth and incurſions we uſed ſuch teſiſtance. In bis 
vouth, like moſt young men of his country, he had read 
works of law and morality ; he read Puffendort, Grotius, &c. 
ind he found it was by thoſe writers declare to be-unjuſlifable 
o uſe. improper weapons, er poiſon or aſſaſſination againit an 
nemy. This was prohibited on the principle of its increaſ- 
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ing the evils, and horrors of war, Gentlemen, perhaps, 
would ſay, that the maroons were inſtigated, by the French: 
that was not, however, a reaſon for reſorting to ſuch a mode 
of war. Were gentlemen ſure of our remaining in the poſſeſſion 
of the Weſt India iſlands ?* He would fuppoſe the French cap- 
tured Grenada, might they-not get an ken from Cuba, 
and uſe them in turn againſt our * Suppoſe they were 
at this moment in poſſeſſion of St. Vincent's (he truſted they 
were not) might they not purſue the ſame means of revenge 
in that iſland ? Who be aſked, ſet on the loyaliſts in Martini. 
nique, and the Chouans in La Vendee ?. Who but ourſelves. 
He therefore could not find, that we had great reaſon to boaſt 
of humanity: and juſtice, and lay their oppoſites, inhumannity 
and injuſtice, at the doors of the French, It was faid that 
the Chouans were, at this time, utterly diſperſed ; and, might 
not the French government take the hint from us, and hunt 
them in their haunts and lurking places with blood-bounds ? 
It, 2 che Houſe ſhould be averſe to enquiry” 
upon ſuch a ſubject, he ſhould think they were careleſs of 
the Britiſh character, and England would incur the ſame 
diſhonour and the fame reproach which Spain incurred from 
ſumilar barbarity, It it was, he faid, for the honour” of the 
Houſe to do away ſuch a diſgrace to parliament, and ſuch a 
blot to the national character, and if gentlemen were not 
dead to a ſenſe of ſhame, and regardleſs of their duty, they 
could not he conceived, be averſe to his motion. He did not 
mean to move a cenſure on any commander or officer, but 
9 call for, official papers; if, after an inveſtigation, 
the Houſe ſhould find that the blame, the cruelty, and the 


barbarity of this buſineſs was owing to an individual, how- 
ever high in place, or reſpected in lite, he hoped no conſider- 
ations of friendſhip or attachment 2 45 preclude a public 


vote of cenſure. General M Leod concluded by moving, 
That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, pray- 
* ing that he would — pleaſe to give directions — | 
« laying before the Houſe whatever has been. received. re- 
peeling the; mode of carrying on war againſt, the Ma- 
*roons,” - 4 | p {2 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, he muſt oppoſe the motion, 
but ſhould not N uſe many words in giving 
his reaſans ta the Houſe for doing, ſo. He did not find- it 
Gificult to comply, ſo far with the wiſhes of the honourable. 
Ts as 2 ſtate, that e had reached his — 
eſty's miniſters that theſe dogs had been uſed ſor the pur 

a carriying on the — | From the der er his recoletion, 
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he believed it was not uſual, on the ſlender grounds of a more 


private letter, to adopt ſuch a motion as that which-the ho- 
notrable: member had moved; neither chuld it be enter- 
tained as poſſeſſing ſacts from the authority which had been 


produced. A. | | , X 4+ . 

Wich regard to what the honourable gentleman Had faid of 
the origin of the maroon war, and the injuſtice of it on but 
part, he could with truth declare, that he had never heard 
that the war originated either juſtly or unjuſtly with us; he 
had heard indeed, that people were in a F | 

againſt the government and” inhabitants of the iſland,” without 
any aſſignable motive; without either oppreſſion or injuſtice, 
on the part either of the aſſemblies or the inhabitants of Jamai- 
ca, to provoke it. On this ſubject, he confeſſed! himſelf in- 
competent to ſpeak from his on poſitive knowledge; but 


ſuch was the information he had received. From his own - 


knowledge; however, he could affure the Houſe that, ever 
ſince the war had begun, the iſland of Jamaica was in a con- 
tirmal ſtate of horror and alarm, and the planters and inha- 
bitants were reduced to à ſituation horrible beyond the power 
of the imagination to conceive, The 'maroons, inhabiting 
the faſtneſſes on the hills, and living in places almoſt inac- 
ceſſible to regular troops, deſcended, in the dead of the night, 
and at other unguarded times, and maflacred the families of 
the planters, man, woman, and child, who lived at the bot- 
tom, and, after committing eyery act of cruelty and devaſta- 
tion, retired to their places of ſecurity and concealment in the 
hills, whence, few though they were, the whole force of the 
iſland had been found inadequate to the taſk of diſlodging 
them. In this difficult and dreadful ſituation the planters were 
obliged to be conſtantly under arms, and always prepared for 
defence. Finding that many of their troops were deſtroyed; 
that the whole militia and army were kept in continual alarm; 
and that the difficulty of fuppreſſing them was in no ſort di- 
miniſhed by all their efforts, though the whole of the maroons 
did not much exceed four hundred men, it was natural for 
them to wiſh to put an end to ſuch danger, and to adopt ſuch 
practical means as to them appeared moſt likely to cruſh the 
inſurrection. } 4 c 
He had never underſtood that the dogs were kept for the 
purpoſes of deſtruction, and he hoped no improper uſe would 
be made of them. He had not Heard; nor been able to find, 
that they had been made uſe of in the iſland of Cuba for the 
eruel purpoſes alluded to by the honourable gentiemen who 
made the motion. In es dhe ut to which: . 


ate of inſurrection 
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dlied there, Was to prevent the running away of negroes, ot 
to liſcovertbb-track of their flight, when they eſfectod their 
eſcape. hat the dogs were uſed for the ſavage, inhuman purpuſes 
mentioned Hy the honourable ; gentleman, he had never fa 
much as heard ſuggeſted. The extract which the honourable 
gentleman had read out of bis hiſtory of Mexico, &e. it was 
the hiſtory vf a period too far diſtant to bear at all upon the 
preſent raſe; ir was beſides to be recollected, that in boaks, 
tranſactions of this kind were generally repreſented in æxag - 
gerated colours. At all events, the quotation bein — 5 
cable to the prefent: caſe, the matter of it was not fit for dafe 
The grounds ſtated for the motion 8 were inſuffi- 
cient and inconcluſive; Such grounds, them muſt be 
aware, were too lame and imperfect io induce the, Houſe to 
an acquieſcence to the propoſition of the Honourable general. 
How far the Houſe could reſolye, on ſuch information, as to 
the propriety or impropriety of the mode adopted by the aſſem- 
bly of Jamaica, to carry on the war againſt thiscrueland mer- 
cileſs enemy was another queſtion, With reſpect to the com- 
plaint, if founded on truth, the Houſe, he hoped, was convinced, 
that his Majeſty's humanity would interpoſe, to prevent any 
ſpecies of war from being carried on, not conſonant ta the 
feelings of the Houſe; and he could aſſert, that from a mere 


rumour of the circumſtance, his Majeſty's miniſters had ſent 
the neceſſary diſpatches, explaining their diſapprobation of 
any ſuch meaſure, if any ſuch meaſure had occurred. When 
the character of an abſent governor, whoſe behaviout had at- 
tracted the greateſt approbation, was involved, he hupcd the 
Houſe wor! ſee the 1mpropriety of puſhing a motion upon 


ſuch flight foundations any farther, and which would ap- 
pear the more unneceſſary, conſidering the care taken to 
prevent the application the honourable gentlemna had depre- 
cated, \ Fer dh ie | (5; 751 
Mr. Barham faid, that he found himſelf impelled to trouble 
the Houfe with a very few obſervations, and to give ſuch an 
explanation as was neceſſary to preſetve the character of a 
noble lord, who had conducted himſelf as governor of Ja- 
maica, in ſuch a manner as to obtain the unanimous 0 
dation ofthe inhabitants and planters, He was not, Mr. 
Barbam ſaid, perſonally acquainted with the noble lord, but 
de knew that no man Was ranked higher for hanour, huma- 
nity, and conduct than he was. With reſpec. to the infor- 
mation of the -honourable gentleman who made thę motion, 
be certainly muſt much doubt the quarter from, Whence it 


pro- 


w- 
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proceeded.” Andi ſo far it was not to be credited, on the ho- 
rourable"geritleman's own explanation of the letter, which 


reſpected in the Weſt Indies for his philancrophy, as no man 
Mpropex mo- 


ate that they were now 
fed on human fleſh, either at Cuba or Jamaica; therefore, ſo 
far they muſt be leſs ferocious, than at the diſtant period 
ſtated in the book to which the honourable member had re- 
ferred.” Every gentleman who had a park kept dogs to pro- 
teAtheir veniſon, and to hunt deer-ſtealers ; ſome of thele 
were called blood-hounds, but he never underſtood that they 
partook of that ferociouſneſs, which ſeemed. to. excite and 
alarm the humanity of the honourable general, . The object 
of uſing the dogs in Jamaica was to er wh baunts of 
the maroons, and to protect the planters and their families 
from being murdered by thoſe barbarous rebels, The pre- 
ſent was a war againſt robbers and murderers; and if a ban- 
ditti confiſting'of about 400 infeſted any of our foreſts, or 
poured down from ſome mountain, and murdered every pe r- 
ſon that came within their reach, would gentlemen conceive 

it unjuſt or a 17 1 to hunt them out of their haunts in a 
manner the moſt likely to get rid of ſuch villains? | The ho- 
nourable gentleman feemed to lay much ſtreſs upon the ma- 
toons being ſreemen, their being freemen, bowever, gave 
them no more right to a claim on humanity than the Naves in 
the iſland. If the honourable general meant to maintain the 
the contrary, he muſt aflure 155 that, in the eye of the 
plariters, freemen did not ſtand on a; higher ground than the 


the horrors of wat, and he was convinced the nobleman who 
had the government of Jamaica would not act repugnant in 
any caſe to Juſtice, moderation, or humanity. _ The was 


cauſe one df them was puniſhed Mi; htly, accordis to the 


: 


tat time the moſt favourable offers had been made, 
had perſevered in refuſing all terms. 


Mr. 


mild ſyſtem of the illancde, for an offence for which in this 
country he would have ſuffered death, To n | 
but they 


flayes.” He was.” he fail, the laſt man who, would . vindicate- 


— 


was ur unprovoked rebellion on the part of the maroon, be- 
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Mr. Maurice Robinſon ſaid, he did not conſider the commu- 
nication contained in a private letter ſufficient to induce him 
to vote for the thhtion..” But the defence of the right, honours 
able gene manifeſted the propriety of its being adopted; 
a0 de 6e the" Taft of blegd-bounds being n reap: 
ployed in carrying on the war, If the number of the maroons. 
was only three or four hundred, it was ſurely unnegeſſary ta 
employ means of warfare ſo Went bo human nature 

Mr. Sh4rjaan declared he heard, with the greateſt atisfachion, 
from the right honourable gentleman, that orders had beem 


- 


ſent by his majeſty's miniſters to put an end to this wicked. 
and een node of 8 The convulſed Rate of Europe 
was ſuch as to require no additional Horrors, and he did not 
conceive that the vigilance of miniſters could be better employ- 
ed, than in e as much as poſſible, the miſchiefs and 
horrors of fo favage a ſyſtem. He was concerned however to 
find, from the Tatguage he heard that night, that the war in 
Jamaica was à War of extermination. It was ſo ſtated, becauſe 
the Houſe had been told that Jamaica would not be ſaſe until 
the deſtrafion of the maroons was accompliſhed. It was fur- 
prifing, that without the abominable aid of blood- hounds, the 
whole force of Jamaica could not ſucceed in ſubduing thoſe. 
unfortunate maroons, who, by oppreſſion, the breach Je hows 3 
on the part of the Engliſh, and ia vindication of their rights, 
had been driven to take up arms. So far at 1c:{t the teſiſtance 
of a minority acting on juſt principles in one quarter of the 
globe was in ſome ſort juſtifiable. The honourable gentleman 
who ſpoke laſt had aſſerted, that they were not to be treated as 
Maroons, but rebels. It ſeemed, . the reſiſtance of an in- 
dependent nation, with whom this country ſigned a ſalemn 
treaty, which it afterwards violated,” were to be conſidered in 
a ſtate of rebellisn: On any grounds there was nothing, he 
| aid, which could juſtify the uſe of blood-hounds; and it was 
| uwnecefſary for him to ſtate what the Houſe well knew, chat 
ö it was not only juſt, but politic, to abate as much as puſſible 
ö the tigours and er of war. The preſent objects of the 
war in Jamaica ſeemed to be the exticpation of this unhappy. | 
people, or to drive them by cruelty, to nouriſh, ſuch a reflec- 
non of their wrongs, as to render them incapable, in future, 
of obſerving amity and good will towards their enemy when 
; peace ſhall return. The honourable gentleman would. not ſaß 
| that the maryons, when in the habits of common 25 4 % 
with the planters, Were not only extremely. uſeful, but tracts. - 
able; cettainly theit Mture ations would be conſonant to-the 
"eatment they Tuffered at preſent. The light puniſnment (o 
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which che honourable gentleman alluded, was that o 


pig. Such was the. pride of theſe independent. people, that 


they preferred death to ſuch an ignominious puniſhment.— 


The” effe& of the maroon's bloody ſtripes created diſguſt 


throughout his nation. We had no right to try him at all, as 
by an expreſs ſtipulation between us and the maroons, they 
were to be tried by a tribunal of their own. We had, in this 
inſtance, therefore, violated an expreſs article of a treaty.— 
Complaint was made by the chiefs of the maroons of this vio- 
lation. They remonſtrated with us upon that occaſion. We 


refuſed redreſs, and this was the origin of this war in Jamaica, 


The, fault was ours upon the face of the proceeding. We 
ſhould have delivered up this maroon to be tried by the law 
of his own tribe. Why we had not, and why we had after- 
wards refuſed to explain our conduct to the maroons, he had 
147 7 » s "y : . a SET bk. , 
never heard. If it appeared that we were not in the right at the 
e of this diſpute, and it became us to put a ſtop, 
as_ſpcedily as poſſible, to à practice ſo odious to humanity as 
that which had been mentioned. Mr. Sheridan called on the 
Houft to manifeft its abhorrence of a war of extermination ; 
he hoped miniſters were influenced by no ſuch abominzble ſin- 
timents; but that, by amity and good will, they would bring 
back thefe unhappy men within the pale of ſociety; and, for 
the honour of the Britiſh character, he truſted that they would 
terminate thoſe atrocities, of which the honoutable general had, 
with fo mech juſtice, complained. - 55 

Mr. Barham ſaid in explanation, that he did not conceive it 
to be a point diſputed, that the war was juſt on our part; and that 
the maroons had not been provoked. With regard to the ex- 
rermination of the maroons, he confeſſed he did not fee how it 
could” be otherwiſe, while the maroons were determined to 
cbmmit murder. with git 5.5 phe $1 


Mr. Courtenay obſerved, that this was a war againſt the ma- 
roons, and aſked if terms of peace had been offered, and it 
ſich were accepted or not? From what had fallen from the 
right H olαfν,Ue gentleman, it was evident that, in an indirect 
way, he ſeemed to defend the meaſure which gave riſe to the 
motion. He had ſaid, he hoped no improper uſe would be 


: 


made of them. Pray, whit proper uſe could be made of blood- 


hounds againſt men? Would the honourable gentleman in- 


ſtruct the dogs not to hurt the men when they caught them ! 
Fox- hounds, when ſet on, would tear a man in pieces. I bere 
were many gentlemen in that Houſe who had often heard chat, 
and could have no doubt 6f it. Were blood: hounds leſs fero- 

— cicus 


dd Top Io NU | | hat of public- 
ly whipping à poor wretch through the town f fealine. 3 
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E645 than fox-hounds? Hoping that no improper uſe would 
be made of theſe dogs was 767 0 idle; inceed he had heard, 
to] 


that as à poor woman, a ſoldier's wife, with her child in her 
arms, ſtood upon the beach in Jamaica, ſome of theſe dogs 
faſtened upon her, and could not be taken away until they were 
pierced with bayonets. Such were the dogs of which the ho. 
nourable gentleman hoped no improper uſe would be made. 
He ſhould have been induced to think, from what he heard 
to night, that no cruelties had ever been practiſed with theſe 
dogs. The honourable gentleman ſeemed hardly to give cre- 
dit to the account of the cruelties of the Spaniards in South 
America, There was, however no foundation for that doubt 
which' the honourable gentleman would find aptly quoted and 
commented upon by profeſſor Robertſon. He dad no doubt 
but that theſe dogs ſtilſ retained the old ferocity of their nature, 
and if they were employed againſt men, they would “ reſpect 
the manes of their anceſtors,“ and purſue their practice. There 
were, it ſeemed, not above 500 of theſe maroons in the whole 
iſland of Jamaica: where then was the neceſſity of this ſavage 
made of contending with them ? Was this the way brave En- 
— troops were to fight in the cauſe of morality and religion? 
e knew ſomething, but not much, of the noble lord who 
was ſtationed in Jamaica; enough, however, to believe that 
this practice was abhorrent to his nature: if the dogs, how- 
ever, were brought into the ifland, and the planters and other 
friends ro humanity inſiſted upon uſing them, he did not know 
that the noble Lord had the power to prevent it. He had read 
Puffendorft, Grotius, Vatell and others on the law of nations; 
and it did not appear to him that they ſtated ſuch practice as 
this to be agreeable to the. jus gentium. Inaſmuch as the 
planters did not find blood-hounds pray prohibited by the ſe 
high authorities, they might think it was lawful to uſe them; 
they might think them lawful in the ſame manner as a learned 
judge, very high in the profeſſion of the law, thought upon 
aſſignats. That learned judge, when a trial came before him 
reſpecting forged aſſignats made in this country to be ſent to 
France, had fpecified many things which were prohibited by 
the law of nations, but he declared he did not know it to be 
againſt the law of nations, for one country to endeavour to 
diltreſs another with which it was at war, in its finances. Thus 
the planters might think that blood-hounds might be uſed in 
war againſt men, . becauſe, blood-hounds were not expreſsly 


prohibited by Grotius, Puffendorff, or Vatell, Mr. Courte- 


nay proceeded to ſhe that we had violated a treaty between 
us and the maroons, by trying and puniſhing one of them by 
Vox. III. 1796. 2 R our 
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our law, inſtead of conſigning him to the law of his own tribe. 
This treaty he maintained, was made. by lord Trelawny on 
the part of our government, and the maroons had acquieſced 
in it ever ſince, and it had alſo been recognized in various 
acts of the Aſſembly of Jamaica. That the maroons were 
brave there could be no doubt, elle four hundred of them 
could not have been formidable, ſo long, to all the inhabitants 
of Jamaica, He therefore truſted that the brave Britiſh 
would not diſgrace themſelves by employing blood-hounds 
againſt human beings. This was a mode never to be adopted 
by men pretending humanity. But if miniſters would let the 
Houſe underſtand that meaſures are taken to prohibit the uſe 
of theſe dogs on our parts, his honourable friend, he had no 
doubt, would withdraw his motion. 

Mr. Dent mentioned an inſtance where the maroons ſur- 
rounded a tent in which were ſixteen gentlemeu, whom they 
ſhot one by one; but, as a fort of compromiſe, he. ſaid that 
he would, on a future day, propoſe a triple tax on all ſuch 
dogs, which he hoped would ſatisfy the honourable gentle- 
man. 

Mr. Courtenay ſaid, the ſubject of rhe debate, was the con- 
duct of the maroons aud the Britiſh in Jamaica, whereas the 
fact to which the honourable gentleman referred, took place 
in Grenada. | 

Mr. Dent ſaid, he had ſtated the fact in queſtion. to con- 
vince the Houſe how little entitled to their conſideration: the 
maroons were, and to prove that maroons were maroous. 
every where. 

General M Lecd, after maintaining. that the uſe. of theſe 
dogs againſt men was improper any where, ſaid, be ſhould 
never quit this ſubject until he was ſatisfied that poſitive orders 
were ſent from our government not to uſe them. He hoped 
the right honourable gentleman would. not quit the Houle 
without giving fache ter) information on that ſubject. He 
then withdrew his motion. 

"The other orders of the day being deferred, the Houle 
adjourned. | 

HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Tuzsp Ay, Marc 21. 


Received ſeveral Bills from the Commons, 
Adjourned, x 
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HOSE OF COMMONS, 8 
Tutspay, March 22. 


Sir Jahn Sinclair preſented three petitions in favour of the 
cultivation of waſte lands, from the Berkſhire Agricultural 
Society, | the gentlemen and farryers of the county of Cumber- 
land, and the farmers of various pariſhes in the county 
Qcxtord. All of which were read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. on 

The Bala road, and lord Temple's Eſtate Bills, were read 
a third time and paſſed. 


EXPORTATION OF CORN. 


Mr. Lechmere ſtated, that the motion he had to make, was 
allowed by the ſecretary of the treaſury, (Mr. Roſe) to be 
in his opinion, perfectly a fair one; and at the ſame time that 
he acknowledged the candour with which that gentleman had 
treated him, 1n a converſation which he had with him, he 
hoped the Houſe would concur in that. opinion. He was con- 
vinced ut corn was exported, either in its crude ſtate, or in 
four, under falſe pretences, to the enemy of the country, 
He had intended to have brought forward his motion in a 
committee of the whole Houſe, but as he found the buſineſs 
was ſuch for the night, that they did not intend to go into a 
corn committee, he was neceſſitated to make his motion be- 
fore the Houſe. He had compared the exportation of corn 
for the years 1776 and 1777. be hoteſt period of the Ame- 
rican war, with the exportation in 1794 and 1795; and as he 
ſound that there was more exvorted in the two laſt years, for the 
purpoſe of being ſent round coaſt-ways, it wasbut fair to infer that 
anillicit trade was carried on. Still wifhing to relieve the in- 
du{trious poor of the community, he felt it his duty to ſtate 
to the Houſe, that from ſome information which he had re- 
ceived, the practice till ſubſiſted. He concluded, by mov- 
ing, That there be laid before this Houſe an account of 
the quantity of corn exported from Great Britain in the years 
1776 and 1777; and alſo in the years 1794 and 1795, diſ- 
tinguiſhing each year, and the -ports from whence the 
lame were exported, with the quantities exported from each 

1% 

\Ir. Long ſaid, although he had no objection to the motian 
tion propoſed, yet he could not agree with the grounds upon 
which it was built. He did not believe that an illicit expor= 
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tation exiſted to any conſiderable extent. He had received 
inſormation, it was true, from different channels, of ſuch 
exportations; he had received a variety of letters upon the 
ſubject, the conſequence of which was, that he had written to 
the collectors of the different ports, and in every inſtance he 
found, by regular accounts, that the corn ſent coaſt-ways had 
amounted to the quantity deliyered at the place of deſtination, 
The motion was then agreed to. 


TAX- ON COLLATERAL SUCCESSION, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved. the order of the 
day. That the further conſideration of the report of the 
committee for removing certain duties on legacies, and ſub- 
ſtituting others in their ſtead, be now read, 

Mr, Alderman Newnham ſaid, it was with great reluctance 
he roſe to oppoſe a tax for the public ſervice at a time when 
cvery body knew that taxes were ſo much wanted; he felt 
himſelf, however, called upon by his duty to do ſo. He felt 
objections to this Bill, which, to his mind, were inſurmount- 
able. What impreſſion he ſhould be able to make on the 
Houſe, he could not tell. He would endeavour to do his duty 
with firmneſs. Firſt then he muſt ſay, he objected to this 
tax, on account of the inquiſitorial part of it. Very unplea- 
tant ſenſations muſt be felt by any man who reflected that, by 
this Bill, ſhould it paſs into a law, an exact account of his 
circumſtances in life might become the converſation and 
amulement of the loungers of a common coftze- houſe, who 
might divert themſelues with diſcuſſing how ſuch and ſuch a 
merchant would cut up. If government ſhould not be ſa- 
tisſied with the account given in by an executor, an inquiſi- 
torial power to examine the whole of his accounts, to open 
his books, to pry into the ſecrets of his trade, and to examine 
all his citcumſtances was to be veſted in government; by 
which means every thing belonging to a man's concerns 
would be liable to public expoſure, This was a great hard- 
ſhip, and altogether new in this country, There might be 
many circumſtances which a man might fairly and prudently 
wiſh to couceal, even from his partner in trade; but by this 
Bill every thing was to be expoſed to the public at large. 
This would ſubject all deſcriptions of men, particularly com- 
mercial men, to the moſt ſerious inconveniences. All the 
objections to which this Bill was liable had not, he believed, 
vet properly entered the minds of the public; when they 
ihould, he was confident the tax would be a very unpopular 
one. It was a tax on the bounty of man to a well-tried and 

approved 
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approved friend or domeſtic, and that to the great-amount of. 
fix per cent. This was intolerable, 'I here was-a deſcription. 
of perſons not acknowledged by the law, ſor Which a man 
might, very properly, have a tender affection, who would 
feel very ſeverely the effects of this Bill. He meant illegiti- 
mate children. By this Bill they were put upon a footing 
with abſolute ſtrangers to the parent; fix per cent. was laid 
25 a duty upon every thing that a parent ſhould leave to them. 


He would put it to their feelings and humanity, whether a 
natural ſon was not as much entitled to the bequeſt of his father 
without paying a 97 penalty, as the child born in 
wedlock, The Bill ſtated what was to be done by thoſe who 
ſhall take upon them the burdens of executors, a burden it 
would be wi:h a vengeance if this Bill paſſed, None but an 
attorney world be quahited to be an executor; and no one 
ſhould venture to become an executor without an attorney at 
his elbow. Another obſervation which he could not hel 
making, was, that he did not like the mode which had been 
adopted for carrying on this plan for a tax. It had been di- 
vided ; the landed property in one Bill, and perſonal property 
into another. He wiſhed them both to come on together, 
that the Houſe might fairly (ee the extent to which this was 
to be carried. He believed, indeed, that when the landed 
property Bill ſhould be brought forward, the oppoſition to it 
would be ſo great, that the miniſter would be compelled to 
abandon it, This preſent Bill did not affect legitimate chil- 
dren; but the ſame principle by which they were excluded, 
applied equally to couſins and uncles, and aunts, nephews and 
netces, and other near degrees of relationſhip ; namely, the 
right of inheriting. Gentlemen who have children, may 
perhaps ſay, This will not affect my children; I care not 
ior a tax on collateral relations.“ This appeared to him to 
ve an argument which ſhevyed very little attention to the feel- 
ings of others; but he begged leave to inform even theſe gen- 
tiemen, that as the ſame principle he had proved extended to. 
other relations, the next ſupply which government might want 
would produce a tax on nes and direct inheritance; and if 
gentlemen ſhould ſay, Thave no baſtard children, I care not 
il they be taxed ;” he would anſwer them, that the next ſtep 
in taxation would be from illegitimate to legitimate. He 
wiſhed that the minifter had made this meaſure general, that 
the Houſe might ſee to what in reality they were giving their” 
conſent ; indeed, he could not ſee upon what principle it had 
been limited; except, becauſe it would then have met with a 
more general oppotion. He affured the right honourable” 
gen- 
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gentleman, that if this Bill ſhould paſs into a law, it would 
prove as obnoxious as any tax which had been hitherto laid 
upon the people: and he believed, that he would in the end 

nd it neceſſary to ſubſtitute another in its ſtead, It was in- 
troduced upon the pririciple that it would be acceptable, inaſ- 
much as no perſon then in poſſeſſion would come under its 
operation. He did not wiſh to diſpute the payment of taxes; 
but he thought the preſent generation ought to be taxed az 
well as thoſe who come after them: he thought it was but 
Juſt, that while we laid permanent taxes on our poſterity, we 
ſhould pay proportionably ourſelves, There was no doubt 
many other objections to this Bill and he ſhould be glad they 


. thould be taken up by gentlemen who ſhould ſpeak atter him 


in debate; he hoped alſo, that his objections might be en- 
larged upon, and enforced by gentlemen of greater abilities 
than himſelf. However, as no one could be more thoroughly 
convinced of the dangerous conſequences of this Bill than 
himſelf, he found himſelf under the neceſſity of moving, by 
way of amendment, that inſtcad of“ now,“ this report thould 
be taken into conſideration * this day four months.“ 

Mr. Rafhlcigh ſeconded the amendment. Ihe expoſure of 
property, he ſaid, which would be neceſſarily conſequent upon 
the operation of the Bill, would be in the higheſt degree pre- 
judicial to trade. Ihe Houfe mult know that many traders, 
of the beſt charaQer and the faireſt intentions, extended their 
ſpeculations in trade to double or treble their capital; and fit 
might hurt their credit, that the exact (tate of their property 
ſhould be laid open to the world. How many incanveniences 
would ariſe, he would aſk, to ſettle the debts and credits of 2 
foreign correſpondence? It was fcarcely neceſſary for him to 
ſtate that they would be endleſs. The property of many per- 
ſons might conſiſt of cabinets, - of pictures, &c. which it might 
be the wiſh of the beſt intentioned men not to be expoled, 
Whereas, if the commiſſioners of the ſtamps ſhould think that 
the proprietors had undervalued this ſecret propertv, they had 
a power of inveſtigating it. He conſidered that this Bill 
would introduce litigation, and on that account alone he 
ſaid, he would oppoſe it, if he had no other reaſon, The 
former ſtages of this Bill had paſſed in very thin Houſes; if it 
paſied through the preſent ſtage, he hoped there would be 3 
full Houſe on the third reading, and that gentlemen, would 
exert themſelves to oppoſe a Bill fraught with ſuch bad con- 
ſequences. | 

Mr. Fox ſaid, that he concurred moſt heartily in the-amend- 


ment of the honourable magiſtrate, inaſmuch as it oppoſed the 
con- 
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conſideration of this report at preſent; with reſpect to the 
time of putting it off, he differed ſome what, for reaſons which 
he ſhould afterwards ſtate. With reſpect to the Bill itſelf, he 
conlidered it as introducing a mode of taxation wholly inap- 
plicable to the ſtate of this country. This was an objection 
which it was inconſiſtent with the nature of the Bill to obvi- 
ate: he was convinced that no clauſe or regulation which had 
been introduced, or which it was poffible to introduce into it, 
could remove it. This ohjection he conſidered as co- exiſtent 
with the frame and eſſence of the tax, which it propoſed. He 
lamented that he had not attended it in the laſt ſtage, becauſe 
he might have had an opportunity of confidering ſome clauſes 
more particularly, which, as they now ſtood, he found it im- 
polible for him to underſtand; he meant, to underſtand upon 
what principle they had been adopted. I here was one obvi- 
ous objection, that by this tax, every ſpecies of commercial 
property would be laid open. This was morally and abſo- 
lutely impoſſible; and it was, therefore, impraCticable, by 
any regulation whatſoever, to obviate the objection to this 
tax; that in order to pay a tax ad valarum, the value muſt be 
aſcertained, and the ſtate of the commercial property muſt be 
known to the world. A great deal of commercial poſſeſſions 
muſt depend upon a balance of debts and credits, and the na- 
ture of theſe debts muſt conſqeuently be laid open. A man 
might loſe upon one branch and gain upon another; he might 
have a partner in the one caſe, and he might be concerned 
done in the other, and he might - bequeath a legacy to the 
partner who had ſuſtained this loſs, in which cafe there muſt 
be a deduction of fix per cent. out of ſuch bequeſt, This, 
perhaps, was an injuſtice which was not intended, but it was 
an evil that was inſeparable from the very nature of the Bill, 
and therefore could not be avoided. He deſired to know, how 
it was poſſible for a man to give an acecount ad valorem of 
te profits of a trade complicated with a thouſand circum- 

ſtances? ä 
With reſpect to the mode of putting this act in execution, 
there muſt in ſome caſes be property of ſuch a nature, that it 
would not be poſſible to aſcertain the value bequeathed by the 
teltator? What was to be the conſequence? They were to 
pay a proportion of the property, annually as it accumulates; 
a man muſt therefore lay before the government a ſtate of 
bis affairs from time to time: he muſt lay before government 
the {tztement of more than was left him, and which has been 
increaled. by improvement in various ways; this neceffarily 
kd him to another obſervation, The tax went beyond the 
prin- 
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principle of the Bill; it, by good fortune, 2 rant ſhould in. 
ereate the advantages of the buſineſs which had vecirbequenth.. 
ed to him, he muit pay annually a proportion of thetiuc rend 
advantages. I bis formed a ſtrong objection againſt the . 
which from the nature of the thing it was impoiſible to avoid. 
Thus was a man obliged annually to give an account of his 
books. This he again repeated was a mis fortune ſo inter- 
woven in the Bill that it was impoſſible to extract it; that 
when a man was to pay ad valorem, it was impoſſible to do (4 
without a diſcloſure of nis property to the public, and throur) 
them to all mankind. | DIE; 
With regard to the practicability of eſtimating the value of 
property under this Bill, ſuppoſe, tot inſtance, a certain capi- 


o 


tal be left between fix perſons, the intereſt of which only was 


to be enjoyed by one at a time. Suppoſe it ſhould go to the 
uncle in the firſt inſtance, the brother in the ſecond, the ne- 
phew in the third, until the whole capital be made abſolute in 
the ſixth perſon in ſueceſſiun. How could the claim be made 
on the part of government? If it be laid upon the capital in 
the: firſt inſtance, it muſt reduce the value of the intereſt of 
the legacy to the firſt annuitant, while a calculation muſt be 
made of the lives of the other parties, which could never be 
preciſely determined, on account of various accidents. In 


caſe of any contingency happening in the ſecond or third an- 


nuitant alter the death of the firſt, if reſtitution be made to the 
tiird or fourth, what reititution could be made to the tir! 
annuitant? or how was any reſtitution provided for? 
He next conſidered the conſequenee of making children of 
' Wegitimate birth ſubject to the tax, as abſolute ſtrangers. 
What queſtions would not that involve ? He aſked whether 
the Bill gave a power to the commiffioners to inveſtipate who 
were legitimate and Who were illegitimate? Had they 3 
right ro inſtitute a ſuit with regard to the legality of the child's 
father, or his grandfatner? Oertainly, the legality ot the 
grandfather became a queſtion as well as the legality of the 
father, by the Bill, becauſe there was a difference in taxation 
between a remote relation and 2 perfect ſtranger,” in whic. 
latter view this act conſidered an illegitimate child: He would 
aſi whether any ſuch power had been given? and if it hav, 
what a ſcene of confuſion and intolerable vexation would fu 
inquiries produce? The right honourable gentleman jad 4. 
preſent excepted lineal ſucceſſion; if this Bill, however, wel 
conſented to, there would be other taxes of the ſame kind ©: 
this brought for ward. There would be nothing to opp"! 
them, becauſe, admitting the principle of this to be juſt, T 
CQuid 
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could not fee any good reaſon” why it ſnhould not be extended; 
what in fact was this but a mere ſhift to levy a duty on all 
ies of bequeathed property? The principle, being once 
eſtabliſhed, he begged to know, whether, when the right ho- 
nourable gentle man's neceſſities ſhould become greater, there 
would be any ſecurity againſt a tax on direct legitimate iſſue. 
One objection he felt to be particularly ſtrong, viz. that this 
tax, as far as it operated on property in the funds, was unjuſt, 
and a breach of a poſitive eugagement made by the country. 
When the debts in the funds were contracted, did not go- 
vernment poſitively engage chat the property ſhould not be 
taxed? Was it not expreſsly agreed that the proprietor of 
ſtock might give it, ſell it, or bequeath it to his poſterity free 
of all taxes. This Bill was undoubtedly then a breach of 
faith, which would ſwallow up in time a great proportion of 
the original debt. It might be ſaid by geatlemen who ſup- 
ported the Bill, that the exiſting legacy tax was liable to the 
ſame objection. He did not deny that it was; but undoubt- 
edly the preſent tax would be felt conſiderably more; and 
when extended to every — of funded property, it would, 
as he ſaid, pay off a conſiderable portion of its own original 
value, | 
The reaſon why he wiſhed that the report ſhould be delayed 
for four weeks, rather than four months was this: before 
the Houſe came to any deciſion upon the preſent Bill, he was 
anxious that the other Bill affecting real eſtates ſhould be 
brought under its conſideration; many of the ſame objec- 
tions in principle lay to one as to the other; the other, how- 
ever, from — — was likely to meet a more vigo- 
rous oppoſition. He wiſhed gentlemen ſhould have an op- 
portunity of extending the objections againſt the other Bill to 
the preſent, and that they ſhould fall together. He did not 
mean that the two Bills ſhould. be conſolidated into one; be 
had no objection that they ſhould be kept ſeparate for the 
convenience of the Houſe, but he was defirous that the diſ- 
cuſſion on each ſhould be as near as poſſible, and that the 
preſent Bill ſhould not paſs out of the Houſe until gentlemen 
had an opportunity of conſidering the eligibility and practica- 
bility of the other. He was convinced that the two Bills, 
bowever reſembling in principle, were different in objects; 
one might paſs with leſs oppaſition than the landed gentlemen 
would make to the other. Mr. Fox next came to that part of 
the Bill which reſpects the ſucceſſion. to. entailed eſtates, whe- 
ther real or perſonal, In that caſe the tax was to be calcu- 
lated upon the life eſtate; and he contended that this could not 
Vor. III. 1796. — 4 de 
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be equitably put in practice. Tt was impoſſible to aſſeſs that 
tax by any calculation on tables. The computation muſt be 
on every individual life, in which many other conſiderations 
were involved beſides tlie age of the perſon.” It was poſhble 
generally to aſceftain on an average the value of lives in ge- 
neral from thirty to my of from forty to fifty, &e. but in 
the caſe to which he alluded, jt would be necefliity to take 
into conſideration the infirmity or ill health, in particular ſitu- 
ations; of each individual proprietor : this he contended would 
form an inſurmountable barrier to the proportionate colleftion 
of the tax; for if it were calculated that a man ſhould live a 
certain number of yeats, and that in fact he died much ſooner, 
he would have paid much more than a fair ptoportion. All 
thefe obſervations which he had urged againſt the Bill were, 
be ſaid, ſubordinate to that grand and leading objection, that 
to levy the tax ad derem, a ſyſtem of diſcovery muſt be 
adopted, which might endanger, more than any other inter- 
ference of government, the very exiltence of cominercial pro- 
perty. So ſtrong were the objections in his mind, that he muſt 
oppoſe this Bill in ſome way; and although he might have rather 
choſen to poſtpone his oppoſition to this Bin at preſent, until the 
time when the other ſhould come under confideration, yet, as 
he ultimately intended to give it every oppoſition in his power, 
he would not at prefent move any amendment for only a tem- 
porary delay, but ſupport that propoſed by the honourable ma- 
giſtrate, which went to a total rejection of it; he acted (©, he 
Rid, from a conviction of its dangerous tendency, and of the 
ſolidity of the objections which Tay to it grounded upon that 
grand defect, the publicity of private property. 7 

je Solicitor Gentral faid, hat there was no neceſſity for 
conſolidating the two Bills into one, nor of delaying one fot 
the other, there being no connection whatſoever in the mode 
df levying the taxes which they propoſed, He Begged leave 
however to inform the Houſe, that the other was in prepara- 
tion, and would be laid before the Houſe ſoon after the reefs, 
With reſpect to the principle of the Bill, that was already re- 
cognized in our ſtatute book, by the law exiſting for a tax on 
legacies and reſidues. That exiſting tax, he ſaid, was of the 
Tame nature, and was collected a vnlorem, as well as the 
other. The ſtatute of the 23d and 29th of his prefent Ma- 


jelly impoſed a duty of 208. pry cent. on all legacies on fuc- 


ceſſion within a certain degree of relationſhip; and when the 
legacies amourited to 4060). the tax was 408. per cent. Thit 
tix extended in all caſes, except to wives, children, 'andgrand- 
children. It applied to the caſe of illegitirhacy, as welt as the 
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efent Bill; nor did any difficulty ariſe from its execution. 
All thoſe objections, therefore, which were ſtated to the pre- 
ſeat Bill, applied equally to the act in force. - 
With reſpect to the objection on the difficulty of afcertain- 
ing the As 4. of lives, he allowed that there ſeemed to be 
ſome foundation for it, and therefore it was provided by the 
Bill, that the afſeſſiment ſhould be taken as low as poſſible. 
The tax was to be taken in four different payments, at dif- 
f-rent periods, aud if the perſon liable to the tax did not live 
to the extent of the latter periods, then of courſe the tax 
would not be collected: and, in the caſe of quick death, re- 
preſentatives would be allowed an abatement equivalent to 
the dehciency. | 
Aſter obviating many of the other objections mad: againſt 
the Bills, the Solicitor General ſtated, that inſtead of its 
making the duty of an executor more difficult, or makin 
it neceſſary for him to have an attorney at his elbow, as had 
been ſtated by an honourable magiſtrate, he begged leave to 
inform the Houle that the Bill would make the duties of the 
executor more definite, and chalk out a line for him to be 
guided by, This act would be found alſo to contain ſeveral 
regulations reſpecting ſmall legacies, which would be found 
very advantageous. It would be ſerviceable to executors, 
inaſmuch as it would operate as a proof of the payment of 
legacies, and give them a conſiderable degree of T it 
being well known that to indentures of apprenticeſhip, when 
other proof could. not be procured, evidence was procured 
by the books of the Commuiſioners of Stamps. This tax 
Mr. Solicitor obſcrved, had an advantage over molt others, 
inaſmuch as it took nothing frum any property of which a 
man was already in poſſeſſion, and could only be ſaid, in a 
triſling degree, to leſſen the value of our expectancies. It 
had alſo another advantage, that as it fell heavier on the more 
remote kindred, and heavieſt of all upon ſtrangets, it might 
be (aid to fall upon thoſe who had leaſt hopes. After men- 
tioning that it was impoſſible. to. except baſtards, from the 
difficulty! of aſcertaining the relationſhip, he came next to 
coaſider the queſtion on tae publicity of private property, 
He ſaid it was ſtrange that this ſhould be confidered as tends 
ing to hurt the credit of the fair trader in this country, when 
in other countries it was ſuppoſed to ſtrengthen that credit. 
In Jamaica (and he believed in all our Weſt India iſlands), 
the executor was bound to reader an account, and an annual 
account too, of his property, and was liable to heavy pe- 
ualtics for concealing it; aud it was curious, "Tut in the act 
38 2 which 
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which laid the executor under ſuch a neceſſity, it is recited to 
be for the expreſs purpoſe of raiſing the credit of the iſland, 
© to the end that it might be known what was the property of 
the teſtator, and be forth-coming to the creditor. He muſt 
therefore ſupport this Bill, becauſe it was leſs objectionable 
in its operation than any other tax, and founded upon prin- 
Ciples already recognized. 

Mr. Grey acknowledged, that it muſt be difficult to find 
new taxes, mote eſpecially at this time, when the people 
were N oppreſſed, and all additional reſources almoſt 
exhauſted ; but of all taxes, however objectionable in general, 
he knew of none more ſo than the prefent, though the ob- 
jections would come with greater force and precifion if the 
further conſideration of the Bill were poſtponed until the 
other Bill came before the Houſe, | 

In regard to what had paſſed during the preſent diſcuſſion, 
he obſerved, that the honourable and learned gentleman had 
ſtated it to be impoſſible to except illegitimate children. He 
thought ſo too, and he moreover thought that the Bill would 
operate ſo as to produce conſiderable hardſhips upon thoſe per- 
fons who, though not illegitimate themſelves, derived their 
exiſtence from an illegittmate ſource, as they would be 
ſtrangers in blood, and be made liable to incur the whole 
expence. | | 

He further objected to this Bill on the ſame grounds with 
thoſe in juſtification of that of his honourable friend (Mr, Fox), 
in regard to the diſcovery of private affairs. The honourable 
and learned gentleman in 5 of that part of the Bill 
had referred the Houſe to the example of Jamaica, What- 
ever might be the policy of Jamaica, it had always been 
contended in that Houſe and in this country, that to oblige 
any perſon to make a diſcovery of his private concerns, would 
be dangerous, if not fatal to the commercial credit of the 
country. In the earlier part of his ſpeech, the honourable and 
learned gentleman ſtated, that it would not be neceſlary to 
make this diſcovery; a poſition which Mr. Grey thought it 
would be difficult for him to make out under the proviſions 
of the Bill. To demonſtrate this, he' begged the honourable 
and learned gentieman to conſider in the firſt place how the 
duty was to be levied? It was to be levied under the ſuper- 
intendance of the Commiſſioners of the Stamps by perſons 
appointed by them, who were to tranſmit an account of the 
names of the perſons, and the amount of the property, which 
was afterwards to be regiſtered and kept alphabetically in the 
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and immediately ſee the amount of any perſon's property. 
However politic it might therefore be in Jamaica, he thought 
it ought to be guarded againſt in this country by that Houſe. : 
I be next objection was to the manner in which the duty 
waz to be levied, The honourable and learned geniteman 
had ſaid that it would be levied in the leaft oppreſſive manner, 
becauſe it would not take from the actual enjoyments of any 
one. He diftered from him entirely, becauſe, in this country 
of commerce, where large capitals were embarked, the {ub- 
traction of the duty would be a material conſideration. If 
two or three collateral ſucceſſions were to take place aſter each 
other in a-ſhort period of time, would not the ſubtrattion of 
lix per cent. or at the loweſt calculation two or two and an 
half per cent. upon any capital, make a heavy, impreſſion? 
Certainiy it would, and therefore upon that principle he ob- 
jected. iT 22 

' Some objections which his honourable friend {Mr. Fox) 
had taken, he did not think had been ſatisfactorily anſwered. 
One was, that people would be repeatedly — to a vex- 
atious fort of inquiry. The honourable and learned gentle- 
man exprelicd himſelf ſurpriſed at this, and ſaid he was unable 
to define what part of the Bill his honourable friend alluded 
to when he urged that objection. It was in that part or the 
Bill where a clauſe in the eighth page enacts, that, if no ſpe- 
cikc legacy is left in the direction, but the profits from! time 
to time in any concern, that the duty ſhall then attach upon 
thoſe profits. Mr. Grey faid that he might not . perfe2tv 
have underſtood the clauſe, but he thought the inftance of 
a thare in a banking-houſe, which his honourable friend had 
alluded to, came preciſely under that clauſe. If the beneſit 
was to be paid out of the ſum or ſums of money arifing as 
profits from the concern, he atked how it was to be aſcertained 
or applied but by a periodical inquiry into the ſtate of the 


firm, or what was, tantamount to it, a voluntary declaration 


on the part of the banking-houſe ? 

His honourable friend had alſo objected to another part of 
the Bill, upon which his objection had not been ſatisfactorily 
anſwered. It was that part of it where perſons equal in te- 
lationſhip to the teſtator, are not made equal in the rate of 
duty. He objected likewiſe to that part of it where the pro- 
perty is left as an annuity to different perſons in ſucceition ; 
becauſe it appeared to him that the duty upon all the legacies 
was to be levied at once, which, if taken for fix lives from 
the capita}, would reduce it ſo much as materially to affect the 
iſt annuitant. | * | 2 2 
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Another matter in regard to contingencies required. expla. 
nation. If a perſon paid the whole tax at once, from the ca- 
pital upon the legacies of the ſucceeding inheritars, he under. 
ſtood that although be had done ſo on the arrival of a contin- 
geney, reſtitution was to be made; yet it did not appear to 
him that any proviſion had been made for reſtitution, nor was 
it altogether juſt, ſince the demand would be made upon the 
firſt annuitant, whereby the capital would be diminiſhed, and 
the contingency might arrive after his death, This was the 
moſt difficult part of the Bill for him to comprehend, though 
his general objeCtion was to the publication of property, to 
which the whole of the Bill evidently tended. He did not 
mean to ſay any thing upon the other Bill at preſent, he wiſh- 
ed, however, they could both have come at the ſame time 
under conſideration. The honourable and learned gentleman 
had ſaid that they ought to be divided, becauſe the proviſions 
were different, though the principle was the ſame : he thought 
that if the principle vas the ſame, they ought to be diſcuſſed 
together. The fact was, the other Bill was neither more nor 
If: than a land-tax, levied in a worſe mode than the tax is 
uſually levied, and at a time when the land is leſs able to 
bear it. He concurred in opinion with his honourable friend, 
that as there was no ſtriking diſtinction of principle between 
the immediate heir, and the next perſon, that ſupported by 
this tax, a tax upon immediate ſucceſſion might ſoon after 
take place, indeed he ſcarcely ſaw how it could be objected 
to. Mr. Grey ſaid he had ſtated his objections, perhaps, 
in a manner not ſuited to the occaſion ; he ſhould neverthe- 
Jeſs, vote for poſtponing the further conſideration of the Bill, 
that he might judge better of it, when the other Bill came to 
be diſcuſſed. | | 

The Attorney General was glad to hear the objeQions to 
the Bill ſtated, as they afforded an opportunity for. explana- 
tion, which would be ſortunate to the ſubject in general, 
and to the executor and adminiſtrator in particular, If he 
had been afked for his advice before the framing of the preſ- 
ent Bill, he ſhould have adviſed his Majeſty's miniſters to 
follow up the acts of the 23d and 29th of his preſent Majeſty, 
ſince it was neceſſary to know the duty of the one and the 
obligation of the other, The difficulty was to determine, 
whether this Bill was a parliamentary ſolution, or not, of 
thoſe perplexities which had puzzled profeſſional men for 
16 years back ? he thought it was, | | 

The firſt objection taken, was, that there was no exception 
for illegitimate children, Such, he ſaid, had always been = 

yy | caſe 
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caſe with former acts of parliament, and he conceived.it pro- 
per both upon the principles of morality and the policy of 
legiſlation. This act however, was lenient, in compariſon 
with other acts of parliament, ſince the teſtator, if he ſtated 
his legatee to be his child, although illegitimate, it would 
enjoy the exteption made in favour of the lineal deſcent, which 
was not the caſe as the law now ſtobod. If the teftator died 
juteſtate, then, indeed, as at preſent, the claim of the illegiti- 
mate ſucceſſion ſtood for nothing; and, conſequently, the ob- 
jection did not appear well founded, _ 

They who oppoſe the preſent Bill, Me. Attorney ſaid, muſt 
repeal the whole of the laws, as they now ſtand, if they did 
not admit it to be an improvement. He had often been put 
under great difficulty by the inexplicability of former acts. 
if the Executor aſked the legatee for a receipt upon the pay- 
ment of the legacy, the legatee might refuſe, becauſe he was 
to pay a tax, urging, as a plea, that he who was to pay money, 
ought not to give a receipt, The executor A then ſay, 
that a receipt ſhall be given, or he would refuſe to pay the 
legacy, and the general conſequence was, that on one fide 
or the other an action enſued, upon which it was extremely 
diſicult to decide. All this ground of diſpute was adjuſted by 
the preſent Bill, which expreſsly declared that a receipt ſhall 
de given by the legatee. 

Ine next queſtion to be conſidered, as the laws ſtand, was 
what was a legacy? It had often been contended that an an- 
nuity was not a legacy, that a reſidue was not a legacy, that 
a leaſe was not a legacy, or that a bequeſt compounded of 
many things was nat a legacy. Vet by former acts a duty 
was levied upon the reſidue of the inteftate's eſtates. As the 
laws at preſent ſtood, he faid there was hardly a poſſible caſe 
in which, if any litigation happened, the books and private 
concerns of individuals might not be examined, and he de- 
ſired to inſtance the caſe of a bankrupt in particular, Ano- 
ther circumſtance, as the laws at preſent ſtood, was, that if 
the teſtator, dying teſtate, left a reſidue of his eſtates to A. B. 
no man could ſay that it was a legacy, whereas, if he died in- 
teſtate, the caſe was altered. T here were difficulties alſo of 
other forts and deſcriptions. An indeterminable queſtion at 
preſent was, whether an annuity was a legacy? He was of 
opinion, that it was an annual legacy; and, as ſuch, that re- 
ceipts ought to be required from year to year. The preſent 
Bill ſettled this, and was moreover very lenient to the legatee 
at the ſame time; it took a duty only for four years, and, if 
tie legatee ſhould dic in that interim, a reſtitution was to — 

made 


* 


3 _— POR a F 
n 
* W. — 1 8 


fn dc 
— 2 


8 
— 


a 4 n Y 
EY ER 8 
— 272 n 


, 
i 
4 
: 
- 
« 
= 
: 


" 
o 5 


PA. Wa.” — 5 


LY 
b 
> — — 
— * hg = — 
= 


* 


Nr, * 
SME * * 
— et. Ao 


l. 2 : 
= ar sf" l 


Te ae ry 


„ wer who 1 „» — 


5 WOOD FALLS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. {Commons 
made of the remainder. In reply to the obſervations upon 


collateral inhetitances, as annuities, he remarked, that if a le. 


y be given to A. with the remainder to B. and, after his 
— the legacy be made abſolute to C. you muſt conſider 
the truſtees as legatces, and the duty attaches upon the capi- 
tal. Therefore, all pay their due proportion, and all ſuffer in 
proportion to the diminution of the capital in their exact ratio, 
which is not the caſe as the laws at preſent ſtand, becauſe 
under them the receipt muſt be given in the moſt remote 
degree of relationſhip for all, and conſequently every legatce 
endures a greater loſs. 

There were ſome caſes of legacies, he admitted, which 
came under no definite deſcription z of this claſs was that leſt 
to any perſon for whom the teſtator had a regard, but left 
in the hands of a confidential truſtee to be optionally admini- 
ſtered according to the conduct of the legatee. Such ſums 


would of courſe be ſupplied from time to time, and vary in 


their amount, and therefore the payment of the duty muſt be 
laid upon the actual capital, It applied no more neither to 
the profits on a capital in trade, for there alſo it was laid 
upon the capital and not upon the profits. It was plain, 
therefore, that the honourable gentleman (Mr, Grey) had 
miſtaken the nature of the Bill, Where the teſtator bas 10 
ſhare in the capital, but leaves a legacy in a ſhare of the pio- 
fits, the duty muſt depend on the good will of the legatee. 
He called the attention and conſideration of the Houſc to 
tile clauſes and proviſions of the ſeveral acts of parliament re- 
lating to legacies, which were paſſed in 1780, 1783, aud 
1789, which would, he ſaid, on examination be found to be 
extremely defeclive, yet every one of them permitted the in- 
ſpection of private concerns. Suppoſing, however, none of 
thoſe acts had paiſed, he declared, he ſhould be ad to know 
how many caſes there were in which an individual was not 


compellable by law, to make a full diſcloſure of the eſtate of 


his affairs. It was true, and the ſentiment had been acted 


upon judicially, that it was waved upon the principle of te- 


ſpect to the commercial credit of the country, he knew, 
however, of no inſtance of ſucceſſion where it might not be 
demanded, except where a fingle perſon takes the property 
of the teſtator. This Bill, on the whole, ſeemed to provide 
for executors, by preponderating . againſt tenfold inconveul- 
encies: Mr. Attorney General therefore ſaid he was per- 
ſuaded it would be acceptable to the country, and he thought 
that it had already received ſome teſtimony from the public, 


when he ſaw the manner in which it was attended that night. 
| 4 * 
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Mr. Francis (aid a fingle aſſertion made by the learned 
rentlerhati,” and his candid declaration, that the exiſting laws 
to which he adverted, created great embarraſſments *. great 
difference of legal opinion, was ſufficient alone to urge him to 
give a vote for the amendment. If it was true, as ſtated, that 
the exiſting laws were the production of great 850 authorities, 
what :fſirance had the Houſe that the preſent Bit would not 
be as objectionabſe, and as productive of embarraſſments, as 
thoſe to which the learned gentleman had referred. If he 
undet ſtood the honourable and learned member who ſpoke Taft, 
legacies left to wives and children, in truſt, were liable to be 
taxed. eins ? : 39 
The Atterne General explained, and ſaid, that the honoura- 
ble member muſt have miſtaken his meaning, as ſuch was not 
25 | 1 
M.. N. Smith declared that there was one clauſe in the 
Bill which ſtruck him, as extremely objectionable. He meant 
the claufe reſpecting the diſcloſure of commercial property, 
2 circumſtance” of ſuch material inconvenience, chat, if welt 
underſtood by the public, a very ſerious oppoſition would be 
ſet up to any ſuch meafure. The mercantile world were, 
totally unaware of the clauſe ; and that was, he conceived, 4 
ſubſtantial reafon why time ſhould be given that the Bilt might 
be ſufficrently and ſeriouſly conſidered. The Bill had come 
out of the Committee amended, only three days before it was 
printed: ſo far, certainly, in a meaſure of fo much conſequenc 
there was ſomething like precipitancy. He declared himſelf 
by no means an enemy to the general mode of taxation, held 
out by rhe bill; his oppoſition aroſe merely from the incon- 
veniencies that muſt reſult from the diſcloſute of commercial 
concerns. For inſtance, in caſe; of a large commercial houſe 
becoming reſiduary legatee to à partner, was it to be levied as 
aſſets, or was it ro come into account!? If the latter was the 
caſe, who could aſcertain the length of time ſuch accounts 
would ſtand open? Here the great difficulty aroſe : how was 
it poſſible fot the commiſſioners of ſtamps to compet a dif- 
cloſure of the efft cts, without having , recourſe to the debts, 
and to the perſons with whom ſuch Houfe tranſacted buſineſs ? 
duppoſe the remaining partners were to ſet à value on the pro- 
perty weten word the commiſſioners truſt to the 2 
ton without making further TY into the reſiluum ?® He 
was convinced they would not. "They would fay it was in- 
cumbent on them to examine farthet ; and,” whit would beth 
reſult? They Would appoint an apprailer not only to value the 
goods, but the Pot de sts 3 fie med have 4 rights &xamthe 
Vol. III. 1796. 1 into 
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into the debts due, and to diſcover how far theſe debts were 
likely to be paid or not. Was not the conſequence then 
obvious? Was not every houſe with whom they kept an ac- 
count liable to the inſpection of this appraiſer? For inſtance, 
if they ſaid/a debt was not worth more than 15s. which he in- 
ſiſted was worth 208. to aſcertain the fact, could he not exa- 
mine the books and the property of the debtor ? This was 
ſtrong and weighty objection ; in the firſt inſtance, the com- 
miſſioners of ſtamps, their appraiſer, and the commiſfioners 
of the land-tax, were all empowered: to examine into the 
ſtate of every commercial concern, with which ſuch houſe 
did buſineſs. Wherever falſe credit might ariſe from a diſ- 
cloſure of effects, fo far he had no objection to ſuch diſcloſure ; 
but if a legal power was given to the perſons he had menti. 
oned, to enter into the private affairs, and examine the com- 
mercial concerns of any man, it was impoſſible to foreſee 
where ſuch an unjuſtifiable abuſe would terminate. This was 
an objection in his mind, of ſuch ſerious weight and magni- 
tude, as ' ſhould induce the Houſe to poſtpone the report for 
future conſideration, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer (aid, that after the ſubje& 
had undergone ſo full a diſcuſſion, he ſhould reſt ſatisfied with 
the defence that had been made of the meaſure by his honour- 
able and learned friends, and would only detain the Houſe for 
a few minutes in reply to the honourable gentleman who bad 
ſpoken laſt, To one ſingle point, however, he would pre- 
viouſly advert, In the courſe of the debate the argument had 
been repeated, that if the Houſe ſhould agree to the tax on 
collateral ſucceſſion, they would eſtabliſh the principle by 
which a tax might attach on direct ſucceflion. He muſt con- 
tend that the principle was entirely different. The preſent 
tax applied very fairly in thoſe caſes, where the 8 
was remote, or where no legal claim exiſted. How little was 
this argument, that the principle of the preſent Bill, if ad- 
mitted, would attach alſo on direct ſucceſſion, conſiſtent with 
the idea thrown out by gentlemen on the other fide, with te- 
ſpect to illegitimate children. They thought the. caſe of 
illegitimate children diſtinct from that of ſtrangers, that they 
ſtood in a more intimate relation-to the teſtator, and that it 
was extremely hard, that in the preſent caſe they ſhould come 
under the ſame deſcription as ſtrangers. Yet they all knew, 
that illegitimate children ſtood in the conſtruction of the law 
as abſolute ſtrangers, and except an expreſs proviſion was made 
for them, were not entitled to claim any thing. They, who 
affected to complain of the hardſhip in this inſtance, * 


2 
* 
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leſs affirmed, that in the preſent meaſure there was no diſtinc- 
tion of principle from the caſe of the immediate ſucceſſion of 
legitimate children. The honourable gentleman contended, 
that the operation of the Bill, would be attended with mate- 
rial inconvenience, as the diſcloſure of what related to pro- 
perty would be put entirely at the pleaſure of the commiſſion- 
ers of ſtamps. No clauſe in the Bill would produce ſueh an 
inconvenience, In the cafe of reſiduary legacies, it muſt be 
the immediate act of the legatee to make application, in the 
firſt inſtance, for an inveſtigation into the amount of the whole 
property, to which he became eventually entitled, for his 'own 
accommodation. It did not belong to the Executors to take 
any ſuch ſtep. The perſons intereſted were only obliged to 
pay in the proportions of the tax to the revenue, as the pro- 
perty bequeathed, to them became available. If they deſired 
an enquiry for their own, accommodation, it was unfair to 
complain of the hardſhips or jnconveniencies of the exami- 
nation which muſt in conſequence be inſtituted. The exc- 
cutors were not entitled to aſk ſor any ſuch inquiry; the 
commiſſioners of ſtamps were only empowered to concur in 
it, when it was demanded by the legatee. If, therefore, there 
was any hardſhip, it muſt be voluntary; nor was it likely that 
an inquiry would be demanded in thoſe caſes, where the details 
of the property were complicated, and where the inveſtigation 
would be attended with inconvenience. So far from the pre- 
ſent Bill introducing any new principle of inquiry, as the 
law now ſtood, the ſame principie would be found to exiſt in 
ſeveral caſes which he enumerated. It had exiſted for a long 
ſeries of years; and to thoſe who were beſt acquainted with 
its operation he appealed, whether it was attended with any of 
thoſe fatal conſequences to commercial credit, which, it was 
itated, would reſult, from the preſent meaſure. He concluded 
with obſerving, that if ſufficient conſideration had not been 
given to the Bill, at leaſt ample opportunity had been allowed 


tor the purpoſe; It had been twice committed, and after the 


commitment it had been printed with the amendments, 
the only inſtance in which a tax bill had been printed; no 
fault in this reſpect could therefore be imputed to theſe, wha 
tad brought it forward, 
Mr. N,. Smith explained, 
The Chancellor of the Exch:quer ſaid, the clauſe which re- 
Jnted to appraiſers, did not give them the power of valuing 
cebts, that power took place in a-compolition before the Ex- 
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Ihe Houſe then divided on the amendment, 
We n ee 16 
e 
ogg ee 1 7:20 
-. The amendments made by the Committee to the Bill being 
read a ſecond time, were with an amendment to one of them, 
agreed to by the Houſe. The Bill was then ordered to be 
engtoſſed and read a third time on Thurſday next. 

. Adjourned. _ Ta 005 


7 J » 
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HOUSE OF LORDS... 
Wedneſday, March 23. 

moved for copies of the Reports from the Commiſſioners of 
Public Accounts and other public offices, he had hoped that 
ſome noble lord who had more weight in the Houſe than him, 
would bave brought them under their lordſhip's conſideration 
before that day; that not having been the caſe, he gave notice 
that ſome time about the 8th of April, he meant to call their 
attention to that ſubject. As none of the King's - miniſters 
were in their places, and as he had no intention to take any 
advantage, he would merely read to their lordſhips the reſo- 
lutions he meant to propoſe, and. put them into the hands of 
the noble lord on the wool-ſack, truſting that if he ſhould 
not be able to attend, they might be moved next day. His 
Lordſhip read a ftring of reſolutions for papers from the dif- 


wards obſerved that hehad called for ſome papers dated up to the 
5th of April, 1796; his reaſon for moving for thoſe papers at 
that time was, that he conceived it would be mere convenient 
for the public offices to have 'them .made out during the 
holidays, and he could not poſſibly ſuppoſe that there would be 
any inclination to withhold the papers; indeed, if there was, 
he ſhould think the finances of the countty were in a much 
more confuſed and diſaſtrous a ſtate than he wiſhed to find 
them. | | 
* The Lord Chancellor (aid, that from what he had heard of the 
papers mentioned by the noble Marquis, he did not imagine 
there would be any objection made to their production, and 
in that cafe he would undertake to move for them the next day, 
and ſave the noble Marquis the trouble of attending again tor 
that purpoſe. In caſe any objection ſhould be made to any 0! 
the motions, he would acquaint the noble Marquis with thc 


nature of thoſe objections, 
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DEBTOR 


The Margii of Lanſdnwn ſaid, that when he had formerly 


ferent public offices to be laid before the Houſe, and aftet- 
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DEBTOR AND CREDITOR BILL, h 


The Eur of Moira (aid, the Bill which he had the honour 
to preſent to the Hauſe, to facilitate creditors in the recovery 
of their juſt debts, was founded chiefly upon the principle of 
the Bill of 1794. He had liſtened with the utmoſt attention 
to all the arguments, and weighed all the objections, urged on 
that meaſure ; the reſult, was, he found that the conviction, 
which had long poſſeſſed his breaſt, remained ſtill unſhaken. 
He had not loaded this Bill with any clauſes or proviſions re- 
lative to impriſonment upon meſne proceſs, as he found it fo 
intricate that he could not reduce it to any rule; he had how- 
ever extended the proviſions of the Bill of 1494 in another 
inſtance. By that Bill, creditors could not compel the cefſio 
bonorum ; in this they might oblige their debtors to give up 
their property, and, by that means, defeat the intentions of 
thoſe unjuſt debtors, who, having property, choſe rather to 
ſet their creditors, at defiance, and ſquander it in a priſon. 
In ſuch circumſtances, much muſt depend on the peculiarity 
of each particular caſe, and large diſcretionary power mult 
be veſted” in the juſtices, who mult exercife their diſcretion 
as the nature of the caſe in their judgment directed. By the 
former Bill, the benefits it held out only attached upon per- 
ſons in cuſtody at à certain time, and were reſtricted to a 
certain ſum. It was not his intention to follow that mode in 
this inſtance, but in ſome particulars to enlarge the extenſion 
of the benefits of the Bill as the nature of the caſe might re- 
quire. Having pointed out in woat the Bill agreed with, 
and in what it differed from the Bill of 1794, the Earl ſaid, 
he meant it merely as a Bill of experiment for one or two years, 
juſt as their lordſhips in a committee ſhould determine, to be 
applied to all perſons hereafter to be in cuſtody for debt. For 
the prefent-he ſhould move that the Bill be read a firft time, 
which it was accordingly, and ordered to be printed. | 
Adjourned, | 


———— 


HOUSE OF COMMONS 


WEDNESDAY, March 23. 


Weſtminſter Coals, Old Malton Incloſure, and Button- 
makers Bill were read a third time, and paſſed. 

| LEGACY TAX BILL, 

The third reading of the Legacy Bill, which ſtood for the 
24th inſtant, was, on the motion of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
cheguer, diſcharged, and fixed for Monday the 4th of April 
Ni. | 
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- /, WASTE LANDS INCLOSURE BILL... 


Sir John Sinclair moved, that a ſelect committee appointed 
to conlider the proviſions of the general Waſte Lands. Inclo. 
ſure Bill have leave to fit, notwithitanding any adjournment of 
the Houſe, —Leave granted, A. JP 


BOUNTY ON IMPORTED CORN. 


The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into. a committee on the 
new Bill for granting a bounty on the Importation of any 
wheat, wheat flour, Indian corn, Indian meal, or rye, in 
Britiſh ſhips, or other ſhips the property of perſons of any 
kingdom or Rate in amity with his Majeſty Kc. 

Mr. Ryder moved that the following ports be added to thoſe 
before fixed for importation, viz, Barnſtable, Bridgwater, 
Bridport, Cardiff, Cardigan, Caernarvon, Fowey, Newhaven, 
Scarborough, Shoreham, Weymouth ; and in Scotland, the 
Ports of Borrowſtouneſs, Glaſgow, and the Ports of the Clyde. 
The committee went through the Bill and the Houſe being 
reſumed, the report was ordered to be received for next day. 

Adjourned. I > 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Trvaxspay, March 24. 


Counſel finiſhed their pleadings on the appeal Chriſtie v. Sir 
A. MPonald, and judgment was given affirming the decree 
without hearing counſel for the reſpondent, the whole of the 
caſe turning upon the non-compliance- with the expreſs pro- 
viſions of the ſtatute reſpecting auctions, which ordains that 
where the object of ſale is intended to be bought in, notice 
ſhall be given previous to the ſale to the collectors of the duty, 
and in caſe of failure of ſuch notice, the full duty muſt be paid. 

The Royal Aﬀent was given by commiſhon to 46 Bills 
that had been agreed to by both- Houſes, the commiſſioners 
were the Lord Chancellor, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury 
and the Duke of Dorſet, 

The Lord Chancellir moved ſeperately the reſolutions given 
in by the Marquis of Lanſdown the preceding day, which were 


all agreed to. ka 


 FARRAR'S DIVORCE BILL. 


- Counſel was called in on Farrar's Divorce Bill. | 
Mr. Randal Fackſen appeared as counſel for Henry Farrar, 
Eſq. and in a ſhort but elegant and feeling addreſs, ſtated the 
connubial wrengs of bis client, which he ſaid called _ ne 

Ie ordib!ps 
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!ordſhips juſtice to adminiſter, the only conſolation poſſible 
to adminiſter under ſuch circumſtances, namely, the legal 
diſſolution of a marriage which had been fo pregnant with 
uilt on the one hand and misfortune on the other, 
Witneſſes were called to prove the act of adultcry. The 
arſt evidence depoſed, that Mrs. Farrar had ſlept with Cap- 
tan Campbell, in Richmond Buildings. 

Mrs. Mary Hall knew Mrs. Farrar ſeven years, during 
which time time ſhe. was viſited by different gentlemen. 
Some of them flept with her, and others did not. She knew 
Captain Campbell, who cohabited with Mrs. Farrar, and 
who was alſo viſited by Meflrs Littleton, Baſſet, &c. &c. &c. 


The act of adultery being proved, the Bill was read a 
ſecond time. 


Adjourned till Monday ſe*nnight. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


TrursDay, March 24. 


A new writ was ordered for the ſhire of Forfar, vice David 


Scott, Eſq. who had accepted the office of ſteward of the 
three Chiltern Hundreds, | 


The Earl of Exeter's Eſtate, the Earl of Weſtmoreland's 
Eſtate, Scarborough Freeport, Rock Salt, American Inter- 


courſe, Marſton Incloſure, and Covent Garden Church, Bills 
were read a third time, and paſſed. 


CALDON CANAL BILL. 


Lord Gower Sutherland having moved that this Bill be 
read a third time. | 


Lord Arden roſe, and objected ſtrongly to the further pro- 
greſs of the Bill on the ground that it intrenched in a great 
degree on private property. His lordſhip obſerved, that a 
turnpike road had been recently made, at conſiderable ex- 
pence, to the town of Leek in Staffordſhire, for the accomo- 
dation of the inhabitants, and that if the Bill paſſed into a law, 
the perſons who had been at the expence of making the road, 
would totally loſe the property which they had veſted in the 
concern; and that moreover, the coals which wete at preſent 
brought by that road from the collieries of Mr. Holhday, 
at Dillborn, would be totally excluded from that market: 
to the advantages of which they were, by their ſituation, pe- 
culiarly entitled, and other coals, brought from à diſtant 
market, out of their natural channel; fo that the property of 
Mr. Holliday would be injured in a very material degree. 


* 
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Mr. Dudley Ryder ſupported the Bill, upon the ground that 
the reſervoir, which it was intended to make, was eſſentially 
neceſſary to pop, not merely the new canal, which was the 
proſeſſed object of the Bill, but the exiſting Trent and Mer. * 
ſey Canal, which. carried on. the trade between the ports of 
Liverpool and Hull, and which could not ſuffice for the in- 
creaſing commerce of the country, without an additional 
ſupply of water. - | 
{i R. Sutton replied to Mr. Ryder. He inſiſted, that the 
object of a reſervoir, of two miles in extent, covering the im- 
menle ſpace of 200 acres of land, muſt neceſſarily be to mo- 
nopolize all the water, and conſequently all the trade of the 
county ; and to prevent the completion of other ſchemes, 
which were known to be in contemplation, for ſerving à con- 
ſiderable part of the county, which was at preſent deprived of 
the benefit of water-carriage, and which, if the preſent Bill 
fed into a law, would be for ever deprived of it. Sir 
Richard further obſerved, that if this plan were carried into 
execution, thoſe ſprings, which ſupplied the river Trent with 
water in dry ſeaſons, would be diverted into another channel; 
that one part of the water which now flowed into the Trent 
would be carried into the Merſey, and the other part would be 
returned into the Trent, below that point, at which the pro- 
perty of the Earls of Uxbridge and Moira terminated, and 
conſequently that the intermediate navigation would be ma- 
terially injured, by being robbed of its natural ſupply. For 
thoſe and other reaſons, which Sir Richard detailed at large, 
he gave his decided vote againſt the Bill. 
Mr. Montague ſpoke ſhortly in favour of the Bill, and 
went over nearly the ſame grounds which Mr, Ryder had 
trodden before. - Ile remarked, that Sir Richard Sutton bad 
clearly miſtaken the: caſe; that no-water would be taken 
from the Ireat, and no injury. to private property be ful- 


mina, : dann 165; n e + et ben vi; 

Sir X. Sutton roſe to explain, He briefly repeated his 
former ſtatement, and inſiſted upon the truth ot every poſition 
he bad advanced, He remarked, that it was evidently the ob- 
ject of the Ttent and Merſey Company, who, were the pro- 
moters of the Bill, to monopolize the whole trade of the 
county, and totally to exclude that competition Which was 
eſlentially neceſſaty to the welfare and. proſperity of the 
2. Sir William Pulteney ſtated his general principle of ſupport- 
ung canal Bals; he declared that in the inſtance before the 
Joule, it had been ſtated to him that the object of . the — 


15 
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was not. what it profeſſed, but that its real object was to get a 
reſervoir made in ſuch a ſituation as might render it impoiſible 
to carry it into execution; another canal which was in con- 
templation, and ſaid to be of great conſequence to the com- 
merce of the country, and particularly of the great manufac- 
tory of ſtone-ware, which at preſent could not be brought to 
London without a land carriage to the place where it was put 
on board for London and other places. That the importance 
of that manufatory might be judged of by a fact which was 
confidently aſſerted, that the 2 by breakage from the land 
carriage amounted to 20, oool. per annum, that, if one half of 
the water of the reſervoir were to be allowed to that canal, 
he was aſſured, the intended canal would pay one half of 
the expence of making it; therefore, tho he wiſhed to favour 
nanals in general, he could not approve of any plan for mono- 
poly, to the prejudice of general commerce, and therefore 
wiſhed to know how far the information he had received was 
correct, becauſe his vote upon the queſtion would depend 
upon the anſwer ——no anſwer was given, which Sir 
William faid, induced him to confider his information as true, 
and he ſhould vote accordingly.“ 

The Houſe divided ; when there appeared, 


Ayes (for the Bill,) 51 
Naes, - - 63 
Majority, 12 


Jy 
The Bill is therefore loſt for the preſent. 
REPORT FROM CORN COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Rider reported from the ſelect committee who were 
appointed to take into confideration the preſent high price of 
corn, that the committee had further conſidered the matters 
to them referred, and had come to ſeveral reſolutions. which 
they had directed him to report, eight reſolutions were then 
read and ordered to be printed. 

They were as follows, viz. 

Reſolved, | 
That it is expedient that magiſtrates ſhould, in times of ſcarcity and high price 

* Sir Wilbam Polteney's queſtion could have been ſatisfactorily anſwered, 
ace it is a known fact, that the Bill ſo far from having a ſeparate object in view 
beſides the obtaining an additional ſupply of water, vis. the diſappointing the 
<ountry of another uſefull canal that had been projected, had no other view than ta 
provide a reſervoir, there being in truth a great deficiency of water for the Grand 
Trunk Canal ! as an indifputable proof that this is.the fa, the reſervoir in queſ-« 
tion had been projected more than two yea s, whereas the other canal was not 
ought ot till about a twelvemonth ago. 
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of corn, have power to make certain regulations, relative to the manufadnre 
and ſale of certain ſorts of meal and bread, which they do not now by law po. 
ſeſs. 1 
That, whenever the Average price of middling britiſh wheat ſhall be aber 
certain ſum, magiſtrates at their general quarter ſefſjons, or at any ſeſſions. to he 
ſpecially appointed for that purpoſe, ſhall be empowered, within thir rel; eftive 
- puriſdi&ions, to prohibit, for a limited time, the ſeparation at the mill of 
more than five pounds of bra to every fixty pounds of wheat; and alſo, to pro- 
" Hibit the ſale of any wheaten meal from which a greater Feen of bran ſhall 
have been ſeparated. 
That no miller ſhould he prevented from making fine flour for the conſump. 
tion of any perſons who refide within the diſtricts where the uſe of fine flour is nt 
| prohibited, ſo far as making ſuch flour, for the conſumption of ſuch perſons, hath 
been the vſual courſe of his trade. | 

That magiſtrates be alſo empowed to prohibit, within their reſpective ju ſ. 
dictions, for a limited time, the making for ſale any other bread, made of wheat 
za:al alone, than ſuch as ſhall be made of the whole meal, deducting only at the 
rate of five pounds of bran out of ſixty pour'ds of wheat. 

That magiſtrates be empowered, within their reſpective juilſdictions to pro- 
kibit, for a limited time, the making of any bread for ſale, except ſuch as all 
be made of the whole meal of wheat, as above deſcribed, or of ſuch mi- 
tures of who'clome farinaceous food, and in ſuch proportion, as they hal! 
appoint. 

That, fer the purpoſe of carrying the laſt reſolution into effect, magi(- 
frrates be impowered to oblige the millers within their reſpective juriſdictions, 
for a limited dime, to grind and dreſs, if required, and, if conſiſtent with th: 
powers and mechaniſm of the.r mills, ſuch ſorts of grain as ſhall be neceſſary for 
making the ſaid approved mixtures, f 

That magiſtrates ſhall not make any of the prohibitions before mentioned 
"without ſufficient public notice, 

That within the city of London, and the liberties thereof, the com- 

- pany of the Bakers of the ſaid city, and in any other county, city, diviſion, 

dictrict, town, or place, any baker or maker of bread for ſale, miller or 

mealman, may, within the reſpective juriſdiction to which he or they do be- 
long, or wherein he or they do exerciſe their trade, occupation, or myſter!, 
have an opportunity of offering te ſuch juſtices as aforeſaid, all ſuch ob- 

| JeRions, as ſuch company of bakers or ſuch bakers or makers of bread for ſale, or 
1uch millers or mealmen, may have, and think fit to offer, againſt any ſuch pro- 
nbition or regulation as aforeſaid, at the time when ſuch juſtices, © 
atozeſaid ſhall have under - conſideration the ordering any ſuch ro or 
regulation, 


COLONEL 
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* COLONEL CAWTHORNE. 

General Smith gave notice, that he would, after the recels, 
make a — for an addreſs to his Majeſty, to have laid be- 
fore the Houſe a copy of the proceedings on the court martial 
of Colonel Cawthorne. D os 
| DOG TAX. 

Mr. Dent moved, that the order of the day for the Houſe 
to reſolve itſelf into a committee to conſider of the petition of 
the county of Leiceſter for laying a tax on dogs, be read; 
which being done, he moved “ that the ſaid committee be 
poſtponed to ſome open day after the receſs.” He remarked, 
that the opinion of ſuch a tax being neceflary was uni- 
verſa]: and the reaſons of a right honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Pitt) for not agreeing to the tax, were nearly done away. 
Poſtponed to the 5th of April. 

SLAVE TRADE. 


Mr. Wilberforce gave notice, that it was intention, ſoon 
after the adjournment, to bring forward a motion on the ſub- 
ject of the African ſlave trade, as preparatory to which he 
moved, „That accounts be laid before the Houſe, of the 
number of ſhips cleared out for Africa ſince the year 1788, 
from the ports of London, Briſtol, Liverpool, and Lancaſter, 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. Dent wiſhed that the honourable gentleman would 
intimate to the Houſe the nature ot his intended motion, unleſs 
he had any particular motive for concealing it. 


Mr. Millerforce faid, he would gladly have given that in- 


formation, if he had thought himſelf at liberty fo to do. Be- 
ing call-d upon, he thought it right to declare, that he had 
reaſons for wiſhing not to diſcloſe the nature of his motion. 
As it related, however, to African ſlaves, it was impoſſible, 
but that gentlemen who had fo long dicuſſed that ſubject, 
would be ready and competent to its inveſtigation, 

Mr. Dent obſerved, that as the queſtion of the ſlave trade 
had been decided this ſeſſion, it could not be brought forward 
gain. Ihe motion therefore muſt have ſome eſſential vari- 
ance ſrom that ſubject, of which he could not but think the 
Houſe ſhould be apprized. 

Mr. Wilberfirce ſtill proſeſſed himſelf unable to comply 
with the honourable gentleman's deſite: in anſwer, however, 
to what had fallen from him, he wiſhed to remark that it was 
not alone to the ſlave trade certain gentlemen confined their 
impoſition. It extended allo to every meaſure which had in 

view 


— F AM. att. 
,.4 


" * 
* 
— 4 - - 4 — — A 
B ca an on IEG 
„ — . 4 
"a. 
— — 


. — 
. Dr 


— FF GE i 


x = 4 — 
. — — 


— — — "=; 
—  - 


32 — 


—. 
— 
— 


4 


_ 
1 * 


=- ²˙ • àT — - - 


— - 
mo 
— 


1 
| 
| 


i! 
1 
4 11 
17 


— 


„ 
— Sos Ck 
2 


—U— UU . —— — — — 


— = 


—_—————_— 


-_ -- 


—. 


s WOODFALLS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. (Coen. 


view the civilization of Africa, or the ſupprefſion of the many 
evils which-its wretched inhabitants endured. - The regula. 
lation of the ſlave trade, the eſtabliſhment of the Sierra Leona 
Company were oppoſed with as much heat and perſeverance as 
the abolition of the ſlave trade itſelf. 

Adjourned to Monday the 4th of April. 
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I 


An Act for repealing certain Duties on Legacies and 
Shares of Perſonal Eſtates, and for granting other 
Duties thereon, in certain Caſes. _ | 


| Moſt Gracious SOVEREIGN, 


HEREAS it is expedient that the duties impoſed by di- 
vers acts of the twentieth, twenty-third, and tweoty- 
ninth years of your Majeſty's reign, on every ſkin or piece of 
vellum or parchment, or ſheet or piece of papers upon which any 
receipt, or other diſcharge for any legacy left by any will or other 
teſtamentary inſtrument, or for any ſhare or part of a perſonal 
eſtate, divided by force of the ſtatute of diſtribution, or the 
cuſtom of any province or place, ſhould be ingroſſed, printed, or 
written, ſhould be repealed, as to ſuch receipts or diſcharges for 
which new duties hall be granted by this act; and that new duties 
ſhould be granted in lieu of the duties ſo repealed; and that the 
proviſions made by the ſaid ſeveral acts for collecting the duties 
thereby impoſed, ſhould be further enforced, as. to the duties 
which ſhall not be repealed by this act. hos 
We your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Com- 
mons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled, as well for the 
E aforeſaid, as towards raiſing the neceſſary ſupplies to de- 
ray your Majeſty's public expences, and making ſuch permanent 
addition to the public revenue as ſhall be adequate to the increaſed 
charge occaſioned by any Loan made by virtue of any act or acts 
for that purpoſe paſſed, or to be paſſed in this ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment, have freely and voluntarily reſolved. to grant unto your 
Majeſty the duties hereinafter mentioned. 
And do moſt humbly beſeech your MAJESTY, 


That it may be enacted; and be it enacted by the King's Moſt 


Excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of the 
lords ſpiritual and temporal, and commons, in the preſent parlia- 
ment aſſembled, and by the authority of the ſame, that the 
ſeveral duties by the ſaid ſeveral acts impoſed on all receipts and 
diſcharges for legacies given by any will or other teſtimentary 


inſtrument; and for ſhares or po of reſidue or perſonal eftate 


«pon which any new duty ſhall be impoſed by this act, ſhall, from 


aud 
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and after the paſſing of this act, ceaſe, determine, and be no longer 
paid or payable; and ſo much of the ſaid feyeral acts as relate to 
ſuch duties ſo repealed, and the payment hereof, ſhall be, and the 
ſame are hereby alſo repealed, | 
And be it further enacted, That upon every legacy, ſpecific or 
pecuniary, or of any other deſeription, of the amount or value of 
twenty pounds ot more, 2 by any will or teſtamentary iuſtru- 
ment of any perſon who ſhall die after the paſſing of this act, out 
of the perſonal eſtate of the pecſon ſo dying, and alſo upon the 
clear reſidue, and upon every part of the clear refidue of the per- 
ſonal eſtate of every perſon who ſhall ſo die, whether teſtate or 
inte ſtate, and leave perſonal eſtate of the clear value bf one hun- 
dred youndsorupwargs, after deducting debts, funeral expences, and 
other charges, and ſpecific which ſhall remain pecuniary legacies, if 
any, whether the title to ſuch reſidue, lor and any part thereof, ſhall 
accrue by virtue of any teſtamentary diſpoſition, or upon inteſtacy, 
there ſhall be raiſed, levied, collected, and paid unto and far the 
uſe of his Majeſty, his beirs, and ſucceſſors, the ſeveral duties, 
after the rates and in manner following; e is to ſay) Where 
any ſuch legacy, or any reſidue or gon. of reſidue of any ſuch 
perſonal eſtate, ſhall be given or ſhall paſs to or for the benefit of 
a brother or fiſter of the deceaſed, or any deſcendant of a. bro- 
ther or ſiſter of the deceaſed, there ſhall be charged a duty of 
two pounds for every one hundred pounds of the value of any 
ſuch legacy, or reſidue or part of reſidue, and ſo after the 
ſame rate for any greater or leſs ſum ; where any ſuch legacy, or 
any reſidue or part of reſidue of any ſuch perſonal eſtate, ſhall be 
iven'or ſhall paſs to or for the benefit of a brother or filter of a 
father or mother of the deceaſed, or any deſcendant of a bro- 
ther or ſiſter of a father or mother of the deceaſed, there ſhall be 
charged three pounds for every one hundred pounds of the 
value of ſuch legacy, or reſidue or part of reſidue, and ſo 
after the - ſame rate for any greater or leſs ſum ; and where an 
ſuch legacy, or any reſidue or part of , reſidue of any ſu 
rſonal eſtate ſhall be given or ſhall paſs to or for the bene- 
fit of the brother or ſiſter of a grandfather or grandmother of the 
deceaſed, or any deſcendant of a brother or ſiſter of a grandfather 
or grandmother of the wid Tas there ſhall be charged a duty of 
four pounds for every one hundred pounds of the value of ſuch 
legacy, or- reſidue or part of reſidue, and ſo afier the ame rate 
for any. greater or leſs ſum ; and where, any ſuch legacy, or reſi- 
due or part of reſidue for any ſuch perſonal eſtate, ſhall be given 
or ſhall-paſs to or for the benefit of any perſon in any other degree 
of callateral-conſanguinity to the deceaſed than is herein-betore 
deſeribed or any ſtranger in blood to the deceaſed, there ſhall be 
charged a duty of fix pounds for every one hundred pounds of the 
value of ſuch legacy, or reſidue or part of reſidue, and ſo after 
the ſame rate for any greater or Jeſs ſum: provided always, tba: 
nothing herein contained ſhall extend to charge with any. wy -_> 
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legacy, or any reſidue or part of reſidue, of any perſonal eſtate, 
which ſhall be given or ſhall paſs to or for the benefit of the huſ- 
band or wife of the deceaſed. Dell ⁰ 
And be it further enacted, That the ſaid duties ſhall be under 
the care, management, and direction of the commiſſioners ſor the 
time being appointed to manage the duties on ſtamped vellum, 
parchment, and paper; who, or the major part of them, are here- 
by empowered and required to employ the neceſſary officers under 
them for that purpoſe, and to cauſe four new ſtamps to be pro- 
vided to denote the ſeveral rates of duty hereby impoſed ;that is 
to ſay, one ſtamp to denote the rate of 21, per cent; one other ſtamp 
to denote the rate of 3l. per cent. one other ſtamp to denote the 
rate of xl. per cent. and one other ſtamp to denote the rate of 6l. 
per cent, and the ſame to alter or renew whenever it ſhall be requi- 
ite, and to do all things neceſſary for carrying this act into execu- 
tion, according to the rules, methods, and directions herein con- 
rained, in as full and ample. a manner as they, or the major part 
of them, are authorized and empowered to put in execution any 
law concerning ſtamped vellum, parchment, or paper, 7 
And be it further enacted, That the ſaid commiſſioners ſhall, by 
writing under their hands and ſeals, or the hands and ſeals of the 
major part of them, appoint proper perſons in the ſeveral counties, 
(hires, ſtewartries, ridings, and diviſions in Great Britain, as vcca- 
kon ſhall require, for collecting and receiving the duties hereby 
:mpoſed, and to keep proper accounts thereot, to be tranſmitted 
zo the head office of the faid commiſſionersz and upon payment 
of any ſuch duty, if paid at the head office of the ſaid commiſ- 
lioners, the ſaid commiſſioners ſhall cauſe the ſame to be duly en- 
(cred in their books, and to be ſet down therein to the account of 
the perſonal eſtate in reſpect whereof the ſaid duty ſhall be paid, 
and ſhall make like entries in their books, upon tranſmiſſion of 
de proper accounts for that purpoſe-from the ſeveral officers to 
be appointed by the ſaid commiſſioners in the different counties, 
lhires, ſtewar tries, ridings, and diviſions aforeſaid, to whom they 
ſhall from time to time give proper orders for ſuch purpoſe; and the 
accounts of ſuch payments that be kept, with proper.references, in 
alphabetical order, according to the ſurname of the teſtator, teſtatrix, 
or inteſtate, in reſpect of whoſe perſonal eftate ſuch payments ſhall 
are been made reſpectively, ſo that it may at all times appear 
upon the books of the ſaid commiſſioners, what payments have 
been _ in reſpect of ;he perſonal eſtate of any teſtator, teſtatrix, 
or inteltate, | $9 | 
And, in order that all perſons may be enabled to take receipts 
and diſcharges on the payment or ſatisfaction of any legacy, or 
teſidue of any perſonal eſtate, or any part thereof, according to 
the directions preſcribed by this act: be it further enacted, that it 
ſhall be lawful for the ſaid commiſſioners of Ramp duties, from 
dme to time, to provide ſufficient quantities of paper adapted for 
lueh receipts or diſcharges as aforeſaid, and to caute to be _ 
ereon 
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thereon the form of words in the ſchedule hereunto annexed ; an! 
it ſhall alſo be lawful for any of his Majeſty's ſubjects, requiring 
ſuch receipts or diſcharges, to cauſe the ſame to be duly filled uy 
with ſums, names, and date, according to the proviſions before. 
mentioned, and alſo upon any vellum or parchment, or upon any 
other paper not provided by the ſaid commiſſioners, to uſe the like 
form whenever there ſhall be occafion, e +112 
And be it further enacted, That the duties hereby impoſed ſhall 
in all caſes in which it is not hereby otherwiſe provided, be ac. 
counted for, anſwered, and paid, by the perſon or perfons having or 
taking the bu: then of the execution of the will or other teſtamen. 
tary inſtrument, or the adminiſtration of the perſonaleſtate of any per- 
ſon'deceaſed, upon retainer for his, her, or their own benefit, or ſor 
the benefit of any other perſon or perſons, of any legacy, or any 
part of any legacy, or for the reſidue of any perſonal eſtate, or any 
part of ſuch — which he, ſhe, or they ſhall be entitled fo to 
retain, either in bis, her, or their own right, or in the riglit or for 
the benefit of any other perſon or perſons 3 and alſo upon deli 
very, payment, or other ſatis faction or diſcharge whatſoever, of 
any legacy, or any part of any legacy, or of the reſidue of an) 
perſonal eſtate, or any part of ſuch reſidue to which any other 
erſon or perſons ſhall be entitled; and in caſe any perſon or per- 
ns having or taking the burthen of ſuch execution or admin. 
ſtration as aforeſaid, ſhall retain for his, her, or their own beneft, 
or for the benefit of any other perſon or perſons, any legacy, or 
any part of any legacy, or the reſidue of any perſonal eſtate, or 
any part of ſuch reſidue, which ſuch perſon or perſons ſhall be 
entitled ſo to retain, either in his, her, or their own right, of in 
the right or for the benefit of any other perſon or perſons, and 
upon which any duty ſhall be chargeable by virtue of this act, not 
having firſt paid ſuch duty, or ſhall deliver, pay, or otherwiſe how- 
foever ſatisfy or diſcharge any legacy, or any part of any legacy, 
or the reſidue of any * eſtate, or any part thereof, to which 
any other perſon or perſons ſhall be entitled, and upon which any 
duty ſhall be chargeable by virtue of this act, having received or 
deducted the duty ſo chargeable, then and in every of ſuch caſes, 
the duty which ſhall be due and payable upon every fuch legacy, 
and part of legacy and reſidue, and part of reſidue reſpectively, 
and which ſhall not have been duly paid and ſatisſied to his Ma- 
jeſty, bis heirs, and ſucceſſors, according to the proviſions of this 
act, ſhall be a debt of ſuch perſon. or perſons. having or taking the 
burthen of ſuch execution or adminiſtration as aforeſaid, to bis 
Majeſty, his heire, and ſucceſſors; and in caſe any ſuch perſon ar 
+perfons ſo having or taking the burthen of ſuch execution or ad- 
« miniſtration as aforeſaid, ſhall deliver, pay, or otherwiſe howſoever 
ſatisfy or diſcharge any ſuch legacy or reſidue, or any part of a 
ſuch legacy or reſidue, to or for the beneſit of any perton'or pete 
"ſons entitled thereto, without having received or _—_— 
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duty chargeable thereon, (ſuch duty not having been firſt duly paid 
to his Majeſty, his heirs, or ſucceſſors, according to the providions 
herein contained) then and in every ſuch caſe ſuch duty ſhall be 
a debt to hig Majeſty, his heirs, and ſucceſſors, both of the perſon 
rſons who ſhall make ſuch delivery, payment, ſatisfaction, 
baer and of the perſon or perſons to whom the ſame ſhall 
made. | + 7 Cath 
And be it further enacted, That any gift by any will or teſta- 
mentary inltrument of any perfon dying after the paſſing of this 
act, which ſhall, by virtue of ſuch will or teftamentary inſtrument, 
have effect, or be ſatisfied out of the perſonal eſtate of ſuch perſon 
ſa dying, or out of any perſonal eſtate which ſuch perſon ſhall 
have power to diſpoſe of as he or ſhe ſhall think fit, ſhall be 
deemed and takento be a legacy within the intent and meaning of 
this act, whether the ſame ſhall be given byway of annuity or any 
other form, and whether the ſame thall be charged only on ſuch 
perſonal eſtate, or charged alſo on real eſtate of the teſtator or teſ- 
tatrix who ſhall give the ſame; except ſo far as the ſame ſhall be 
paid or ſatisfied out of ſuch real eſtate, in a due execution of the 
will or teſtamentary inſtrument by which cke fame ſhall be given ; 
and every gift which ſhall have effect as a donation mortis cau/a, 
wo alſo be deemed a legacy, within the intent and meaning of 

is act. #1] 

And be it further enacted, That the value of any legacy given 
by way of annuity, whether ppyable annually or otherwiſe, for 
any life or lives, or for years 2 on any liſe or lives, or 
for years or other period of time, ſhall be calculated, and the duty 
chargeable thereon ſhall be charged, according to the table in the- 


or 
or 
be 


n 

4 chedule hereunto annexed; and the duty chargeable on ſuch annuity 
N ſhall be paid by four equal payments, the firſt of which. payments of 
k duty ſhall be made before or on completing the payment of the firſt 
? year's annuity, and the three others of ſuch payments of duty 
h lll be made in like manner ſucceſſively, before or on completing - 
y the reſpective payments of the three ſucceeding years annuity re- 
* ſpectvely; — the value of any ſuch annuity, if determinable 
" upon any contingency beſides the death of any perſon or perſons, 
y, hall be calculated without regard to ſuch contingency : provided 
v, aways, that if any ſuch annuity ſhall determine by the death of 
la- uy perſon, before four years payment of ſuch annuity ſhall be- 
his come {due and payable, then and in ſuch caſe the duty ſhall be - 
he Payable in proportion only to ſo many of the payments of the faid - 


Wuity as actually accrued and became due and payable; and in 

ale any ſuch, annuity ſhall at any time determine upon any other 

id. dontngeney than the death of any 6 or perſons, then and 
d 


er n {ach caſe, not only all payments of duty which would otherwiie 
uy *come due after the happering of ſuch contingency, if any ſuch 
et- "ould become due, ſhalt ceaſe ; but it ſhall be Ff for che per- 


ln or perſons who ſhall have paid any duties which ſhall have pre- 
7 aul become due, to apply for and obtain a return of ſo much 
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of the duty ſo paid, as will reduce the ſame to the like duty at 
would have been payable by ſuch perſon or perſons for fach an. 
nuity, calculated according to the term for which the ſame (hail 
have-endured ; which abatement the ſaid commiſſioners for ma- 
nagement of the ſtamp duties ſhall ſettle and determine according 
ato che tables in the ſchedule hereunto annexed, and ſhall cauſe the 
amount of ſuch batement to be paid to the perſon or perſons en- 
tiled to the ſame, out of any monies in their hands arifing from 
the duties impoſed by this act. 

And be it further enacted, That the value of any legacy given 
by way of annuity for any life or lives, or for years determinable 
on any life or lives, or for years or other period of time, and 
charged on and made payable out of any other legacy or legacirs, 
Mall be calculated, and the duty ſhall-be charged thereon, in the 
ſame manner as bereinbefore directed with reſpect to other au- 
nuities; and the duty on the legacy charged with ſuch annuity, 
if any duty ſhall be payable for ſuch legacy, thall be calculated on 
the value of ſuch legacy, after deducting the value cf ſuch annu. 
ity; and the duty on ſuch annuity ſhall be paid by the perſon or 
perſons entitled to the legacy or legacies charged with ſuch an- 
wn by four equal payments, in the ſame manner as the fame 
would be payable according to the proviſions herein-before con- 
tained, if ſuch annuity had been a direct gift to the annuitant, 
and ſubject to the like proviſo in cafe ſuch annuity ſhall determine 
before four years payment ſhall become due; and the payment 
which ſhall be made for ſuch duty, ſhall be retained by the per- 
ſon or perſons paying the ſame, out of the four firſt years pay- 
ments of ſuch annuity, if ſo many ſhall become due, or ont of 
ſo many of ſuch payments as ſhall become due, by equal portions. 

And be it further enacted, That the duty payable upon any 
legacy given by direction to purchaſe with any perſonal eſtate of 
the teſtator or teſtatrix, or any part thereof, an annuity of a certam 
amount for the life or lives of any perfon or perſons, or any fuch 
other term, ſhall be calculated upon the ſum neeeſſary to purchaſe 
28nuity according tothe tables befotementioned, and thall bededucted 
from ſuch ſum, and paid as in the caſe of other pecuniary legacies; 
and the perſon or perſon paying or ſatisfying ſuch legacy, and the 

{on or perſaus for whole benefit the ſame ſhall be paid or ſatis- 


fied, ſhall be diſcharged, by payment of ſuch duty ſo calculated 8 


aforeſaid, from all other demands in reſpe& of the duty payable 
on ſuch legacy; and the annuity to be purchaſed for the benefit 
of the perſon or perſons entitled to the benefit of ſuch legacy, ſhall 
be reduced in proportion to the amount of the duty payable 
thereon as afurcſaid, ſuch reduction to be calculated in the ſame 
manner as the duty ſo payable is herein-before directed to be — 
culated ; and, the purchaſe of ſuch reduced annuity, together wit 

the payment of ſuch duty, -ſhall ſatisfy and diicharge uch legacy 
as fully as if an annuity had been purchaſed equal in amount © 
the aunuity ſo directed to be purchaſes. 2 wo 
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And be it further enacted, That if any benefit ſhall 'be, given 
by any will er teſtamentary inſtrument, in ſuch terms that the 
amount or value of ſuch benefit can only be aſcertained from time 
to times by the actual application for that purpoſe of the fund 
allotted for ſuch purpoſe, or made chargeable therewith; ot if the 
amount or value of any benefit — by any will or teſtamentary 
inſtrument, cannot, by reaſon of the form and manner of the gift, 
be ſo aſcertained that the duty can be charged thereon under any 
other of the directions herein contained; then and in every ſuch 
caſe, ſuch duty ſhall be charged upon the ſeveral ſums of money 
or effects which ſhall be applied from time to time for the pur- 
poſes directed by ſuch will or teſtamentary inſtrument, as ſepa- 
rate and diſtinct legacies or bequeſts, and ſhall be paid out of 
the fund applicable for ſuch purpoſes, or charged with anſwering 


the ſame. 


And be it further enacted, That the duty payable on a legacy 


or reſidue, or part of reſidue, of any perſonal eſtate, given to or 
for the beneſit of, or ſo that the ſame ſhall be enjoyed by dif- 
ferent perſons in ſucceſſion,” who ſhall be chargeable with the du- 
ties hereby impoſed at one and the fame rate, ſhall be charged 
upon and paid out of the legacy or reſidue, or pait of reſidue fo 
given, as in the caſe of a legacy to one perſon ; and where any 
legacy or reſidue, or part of reſidue, thall be given to or for the 
benefit of, or ſo that the ſame ſhall be enjoyed by different perſons 
in ſucceſſion; ſome or one of whom be chargeable with 

duty, or ſome of whom ſnhall be chargeable with different rates 
of duty, ſo that one rate of duty cannot be immediately charged 
thereon, all perſons who under or in conſequence of any ſuch be. 


queſt ſhall be entitled for life only, or any other temporary in- 


tereſt, ſhall be chargeable with the duty in — of fach be- 
queſt in the ſame manner as if the annual produce thereof had 


been given by way of annuity ; and ſuch perſons reſpeRively ſhall ' 


be ſo chargeable with ſuch duty, and pay the fame when aud as 
they ſhall Jechecly become entitled to and begin to receive ſuch 
produce; and where any other partial intereſt ſhall be given, or 
dall ariſe oat of ſuch” property ſo to be enjoyed in ſucceſſion, 
tie duty on ſueh partial intereſt ſhall be charged and paid in the 
tame manner as the duty is herein-before directed to be charged 
and paid in like caſes of partial intereſts, 9 on any property 

ucceſſion; and all 
and — perſon and perſons who ſhall become abſolutely entitled 
'0 any ſuch legacy or reſidue, or part of reſidue, fo to be en- 
oyed in faccefiion, ſhall when and as fuch perſon or perſons re- 
vectively ſhall receive the ſame, or enjoy the benefit thereof, be 
©t1rgeable with and pay the duty for the ſame, or ſuch partthere- 
f as ſhall be fo-received;” or of which the benefit hall be ſo en- 
ed, in the ſame manner as if the fame had come to ſuch perion 
perſons immediately on the death of the perſon by whom fact 
property ſhall have been given to be ſo enjoyed, or in ſack manner 
that the ſame ſhall be enjoyed in ſucceſſion. Aud 

b 2 
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And be it further enacted, That the duty payable on any le- 


gacq ar teſidue, or part of refidue, fo given to, or ſo to be en. 
Joyed by different perſons in ſueceſſion, upon whom the duty 
; ſhall be chargeable at one and the ſame rate, ſhall, be deducted 
and paid by the perſon or perſons having or taking the burthen 


of the execution of the will or teftamentary inſtrument under 
which the title thereto ſhall ariſe, upon payment, or other ſatis- 
faction or diſcharge of every:or any part of ſuch legacy, or reſi- 
due, or part of reſidue, to any truſtee or truſtzes, or other per- 
n or perſons 10 whom the ſame ſhall be payable or paid in truſt 
or for the bencft of the perſons ſo entitled thereto in ſucceſſion; 
and if the ſame ſhall not be ſo paid or ſatisfied" to any ſuch 
truſtee or truſtees, then ſuch duty ſhall be deducted and paid 
ouf of the capital of the property ſo given, upon receipt, by any 
of the perſons ſo entitled in — of any produce of ſuch 
capital, or any paſt thereof, according to the amount of the ca- 
oy of which ſuch produce ſhall be ſo received ; and where the 

uty chargeable upun anyguch bequeſt for the benefit of or to 
be enjoyed by different perſons is ſaccsſſion, ſhall be chargeable 
at different rates, ſo that the ſame cannot be paid at one and thc 
ſame time, but muſt be paid in ſucceſſion as aforeſaid, then and 
in ſuch caſe, all and every, the perſon and perſons having or 
taking the burthen of the execution ot the will or teſtamentary 
inſtrument in which ſuch bequeſt ſhall be contained, thall be 


chargeable with ſuch duties in ſucceſſion, in the ſame manner a: 


fuch perſons would be chargeable with the like duties in caſe of 
immediate bequeſt ; unleſs the, property bequeathed ſhall have bec: 
paid or otherwiſe Patiahied to or veſted in any truſtees or truſlec 
as aforeſaid, in which caſe ſuch truſtees or truſtee; or his, her, 
or their repreſentatives, ſhall be chargeable with the duties or 
and in reſpect of ſuch property fo velled in him, her, or them rc. 


- ſpectively, in ſuch and the ſame manner as if he, ſhe, or they, 


had had or taken the burthen of the execution of the will or 
te ſtamentary inſtrument, by which ſuch bequeſt ſhall have bee: 
wade; and in like manner, where any partial intereſt ſhall bc 


given, or ſhall ariſe out of any ſuch property ſo to be enjoyed i: 
| Faccel 


on, and ſuch partial intereſt ſhall be ſatisfied or paid by 
the perſon or perſons ſo enjoying ſuch. property, ſuch perſon or 
perſons ſhall be chargeeble With the duties for and in reſpect of 
ſuch partial intereſt, and ſhall retain and pay the ſame accordingly, 
in ſuch aud the ſame manner as if he, ſhe, or they had had or 
taken the burthen cf the execution of the will or teſtamentar) 
inſtrument, by which ſuch partial intereſt ſhall have been created; 
and in all ſuch caſes the perſon or perſons ſo chargeable; wilt 
duty, ſhall be debtors to the King's Majeſty, his heirs, and {uc- 
ceſſors, in like manner, and ſhall be ſuhject to the like penallics, 
as the perſon or perſons having or taking the burthen of the exe- 
cut ion of ſuen will or teſtamentary iuſtrument, are hereby made 


Pro- 
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Provided always, and be it further enacted, That no duty ſhall 
be paid on any articles of plate, furniture, or other things not 
yielding any income, and given to or for the benefit of, 'or fo as 
that the fame be enjo a by, different perſons” in ſucceſſion, 
whillt the ſame ſhall be fo enjoyed in kid only by any perſon or 
perſons not having any power of ſelling or difpofing thereof, fo 
as to convert the ſame into money, or other property yie:uing an 
income; but if the ſame ſhall be actually ſold or difpof-d: of, or 
ſh! e-me to any perſon or perſons having power to ſell or dif. 
poſe thereof, or having an abſolute intereſt therein, then, and th 
each and every ſuch caſe, the fame duty ſhall be chargeable and 
paid thereon, as if the ſame had been originally given abſolgtely, 
and with full power to fell or diſpoſe thereof, and ſhall be charge. 
able upon and paid by the perſon or perſons for whoſe benefit the 
ſame hall be ſold, or who ſhall have power to fell or diſpoſe 
thereof, or an abſolute iutereſt therein, and iMI1 become the Ide 
of ſuch perſon or perſons; but ſhall not be a charge on any per- 
ſon or perſons by reaſon of, his, her or their having aſſented to 
ſuch bequeſt, as the perſon of perſons having or taking the bur- 
then of the execution of the will or teſtamentary iuſtrument by 
which ſuch bequeſt ſhall have been made. N 

Provided always, and be it further enaRed, that where any 
legacy, or any reſidue or part of reſidue, ſhall be ſo given by any 
will or teſtamentary inſtrument, that different perſons ſhall be- 
come entitled thereto in ſucceſſion, the duty ſhall be charged 
thereon as given to be enjoyed in ſucceſſion, whether the perſon 
or perſons entitled thereto ſhall take the ſamꝭ under or by virtue 
of ſuch will or teſtamentary inſtrument, and the diſpoſitions there- 
in contained, or in default of ſuch diſpoſitions, aud as entitled 
by inteſtacy. x 

And be it further enacted, that where any legacy, or reſidue, 
or part of reſidue, ſhall be given to or for the benefit of any per- 
ſon or perſons in joint tenancy, ſome or one of whom ſhall be 
chargeable *with any duty hereby impoſed, and ſome or one of 
whom ſhall' not be ſo chargeable, the perſon or perions charge- 
able with duty ſhall pay Ach duty in proportion to the intereſt 
of ſuch perſon ot petſons reſpectively in ſuch bequeſt ; and if any 
perſon or perſons chargeable with duty, and entitled in joint 
tenancy as aforeſaid, ' ſhall become entitled by ſurvivorſkip, or 
by ſeverance” of the joint tenancy, to any larger intereſt in the 
property bequeathed; than that in __ of which ſuch duty ſhall 
have been paid; then, and in ſuch caſe, all and every ſuch pe:fon 
or perſons ſo becoming entitled by ſurvivorſhip. of by ſeverance, 
ſhall be charged with the ſame duty as if toe property to which 
ſuch joint tenant or joint tenants ſhall ſo become entitled had 
been originally given to or for the benefit of ſuch perſon or per- 
ons only; © a 2 

And be it further enacted, that when any legacy; or any reſi- 
due or part of refidue, ſhall ” given, ſubject to any 9 

- will 
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which may defeat ſuch gift, aud, whereupon, the ſame may go to 
ſome other perſon or perſons, ſuch bequeſt (unleſs chargrable a; 
an arinuity under the 2 herein contained) ſhall be charged 
With duty as an abſolute bequeſt, to the perſon or perſons who 

ſhall take the ſame ſubject to ſuch contingency, and ſuch duty 
ſhall be paid out of the capital of ſuch legacy, or refidug or part of 
reſidue, eng the ſame may, upon ſuch, contingency, 

o to ſome perſon not charg-able with the ſame duty, or with avy 
9 and if ſuch contingency ſhall afterwards happen, and the 
property ſo. bequeathed ſhall thereupon go in ſuch. manner tha: 
the ſame, if taken inimediately after the death of the teftator or 
teſtatrix, under the ſame title would have been chargeable with a 
high®r rate of duty than the duty ſo paid, the perſon or perſons be- 
comiug entitled thereto, ſhall be charged with and ſhall pay the 
difference between the duty ſo paid, and ſuch higher tate of 


Juty, = ? 1 2. 
Aud be it ſurther enacted, that where any legacy, or the reſi. 
due or any part of the reſidue, of any perſonal eſtate, ſhall be ſub- 
jected to any power of appointment to or for the benefit of any 
perſon or perſons ſpecially named or deſcribed as objects of ſuch 
power, ſuch property ſhall be charged with duty as property given 
to different perſons in ſucceffion ; and in ſo charging ſuch. duty, 
not only the perſon and perſons who ſhall take previous or ſubject 
ſuch power of appointment, but alſo any. perſon and perſons who 
ſha!l take under or in default of any ſuch appointment, when and 
as they mall ſo take reſpectively, thall, in reſpect of their ſevers! 
intereſts, whether previous, or ſubject to, or under, or in default 
of ſuch appointment, be charged with the ſame duty, and in the 
fame manner, as if the ſame intereſts had been given to him, ber, 
or them reſpectively, in and by the will or teſlamentary di ſpoli- 
tion containing ſuch power, in the ſame order and courſe of ſuc- 
ceſſion as ſhall take place under and by virtue of ſuch power of 
appointment, or in default of execution thereof, as the caſe may 
| happen to be; and where any property ſhall be given for any 
:imited intereſt, and 2 general and abſolute pose of appointment 
ſhall alſo be given to any perſon or perſons to whom the property 
would not belong in default of ſuch appointment, ſuch property 
upon the execution of ſuch power, ſhall be charged with the ſame 
duty, and in the ſame mafner, as if the ſame property had been 
immediately given to the perſon or perſons having and executing 
ſuch power, after allowing any duty 2 paid in reſpect thereof ; 
and where any property ſhall be given with any ſuch general power 
of appointmem, which property in default of appointment, will 
belong to the perſon or perſons to whom ſuch power ſhall alſo be 
given, ſach property ſhall be charged with = ſhall pay the duty 
by this act impoſed, in the ſame manner, as if ſuch property had 
been given to {ach perſon or perſons abſolutely in the firſt inſtance, 
without ſuch power of appointment, 24 or fatal {0 


And 
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And be it further enacted, that any ſum of money or perſonal 
eſtate, directed to be applied in the purchaſe of real eſtate, ſhall 


be charged with and pay duty às perſonal eſtate; unleſs the ſame 
ſhall be ſo given as to be enj»yed by different perſohs in ſucceſ- 


ſion, and then each perſon entitled thereto in faccefſion, hall pay 


duty for the ſame in the fame manner as if the fame had not been 
directed to be applied in the purchiſe of real eftate, unleſs the 
ſame ſhall have been actually applied in the purchaſe of realeſtate 
before ſuch duty accrued : but no duty ſhall accrue in reſpe&t 


thereof, after the ſame ſhall have been actually applied in the pur- 


chaſe of real eſtates, for ſo much thereof as ſhall have been fo ap- 
plied : Provided, ' nevertheleſs, that in caſe before the ſame or 
ſome part thereof ſhall be actually fo applied, any perſon or per- 
ſons ſhall become entitled to an eſtate of inheritance in poſſeſſion 
in the real eſtate to be purchaſed therewith, or with ſo much 
thereof as ſhall not have been applied in the »>M#chaſe of real eſtate, 
the ſame duty which ought to be paid by ſuch perſon or perſons, 
if abſolutely- entitled thereto as perſonal eſtate by virtue of any 
bequeſt thereof, as ſuch ſnhall be charged on ſuch perſon or per- 
ſons, and raiſed and paid out of the fund remaining to be applied 
in ſuch purchaſe. 

And be it fucther enacted, that eſtatea ger auter V, applicable 
by law in the ſame manner as perſonal eſtates, ſhalt be charged with 
the duties hereby impoſed as perſonal eſtate, 

Provided always, and be it further enacted; that if any direc- 
tion ſhall be given, by any will or teſtamentary inſtrument, for 
payment of the duty chargeable upon any legacy or bequeſt out 
of ſome other fund, ſo that ſuch legacy or bequeſt may paſs to 
the perſon or perſons to whom or for whoſe benefit the ſame ſhall 
be given, free of duty, no duty ſhall be chargeable upon the 
money to be applied for the payment of ſuch duty, notwithitand- 
ing the ſame may be deemed a legacy, to or for the benefit of the 
perſon or perſons who would otherwiſe pay ſuch duty. 

And be it further enacted, that in caſes of ſpecifick legacies, 
and where the xef{due of any perſonal eftate ſhall conſiſt of pro- 
perty which ſhall not be reduced into money, it ſhall be lawful for 
the perſon or perſons having or taking the burthen of the admi- 
niſtration of ſuch effects, or the perſon or perſons by whom the 
duty thereon ovght to be paid, to ſet a value thereon, and offer 
to pay the duty according to ſuch value; or to require the com- 
miſſioners for management of the ſtamp duties, to appoint a per- 
fon to ſet ſuch value, at the expence of the perſan or perſons by 
whom ſuch duty ought to be paid; and it ſhall be lawful for the 
commiſſioners to accept the duty offered to be paid, upon the va- 
lue ſet by the perſon or perſons having or taking the adminiftra- 
tion of ſuch effects, or by whom the duty for the ſame ſhall be 
payable, without ſach appraiſement, if the ſaid commiſſioners 
ſuall think fit ſo to do; but if the ſaid commiſſioners ſhall ha 
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ſatished wich the value ſo ſet, on which the duty ſhall be % 
offered, it ſhall be lawful for the ſaid commiſſioners, notwith- 
ſtanding ſach offer, to appoint a perſon to appraiſe ſuch effects, 
and to ſet the value thereon, on which value 5 ſet the ſaid com- 
miſſioners ſhall afſeſs the duty payable in reſpect theredf, and re- 
quire the ſame to be paid; but if the perſon or perſons by whom 
iuch duty fhall be payable, ſhall not be ſatisfied with the valu. 
ation made under the authority of the ſaid commiſſioners, and 
pay the duty accordingly, it ſhall be lawful for ſoch perſon or 
perſons to cauſe the valuation ſo made under the aurhority of the 
{aid commiſſioners, to be reviewed by the commiſſioners of the 
land tax for the time being, of the diſtrict or place where ſuch 
effects ſhall be, at their next meeting; after the ſaid commilli>ner; 


tor management of the ſtamp duties ſhall have aſſ-ſled and required 


payment of ſuch duty as aforeſaid, if fourteen days ſhall have 
elapſed between ſuch time and the meeting of the fatd commiſ- 
ſioners of land tax, and if not, then at the next ſucceeding mcet- 
ing of the ſaid commiſſioners, of which appeal fix days notice ſhai! 
be given to the ſaid: commiſſioners of ſtamp duties; and the (4d 
commiſſioners of the land tax ſhall and may (f they think ft) 
appoint a perſon to appraiſe ſuch effects, and ſer a value thereon, 
and ſhall and may hear and determine ſuch appeal, in the fame 
manner as in any other caſes of appeal to them, and with the 
like authorities, and their judgment ſhall be final; and if the 
valuation made under the authority of the ſaid commiſſioners of 
the ſtamp duti-s in the caſe laſt mentioned, ſha'l not be duly ap- 
pealed from' within the time aforefaid, or ſhall be affirmed upon 
appeal, the duty ſhall be ou according to ſuch valuation ; and if 
any variation ſhall be made on ſuch appeal, the duty ſhall be paid 
according to ſuch variation; and if the duty aſſeſſed in manner 
aforeſaid, ſhall exceed the duty offered to and rrfuſed by the faid 
commiſſioners of ſtamp duties, the expence of ſuch appraiſement 
and other proceedings in aſſeſſing ſuch duty, ſhall be borne by the 
perſon or perſons by whom ſuch duty ſhall be payable z and if any 
diſpute ſhall ariſe between any perſon or perſang entitled to any 
ſuch legacy, or reſidue, or part of reſidue, and any perſ m or 
perſons having or taking the burthen of the adminiftration-of 
ſuch effects, with reſpe& to the value thereof, or with reſpect to 
the duty to be paid thereon, the duty ſhall be aſſeſſed by the ſaid 
commiſſioners of ſtamp duties on reference to them by either party 
for that purpoſe ; and if the value of any property on which ſuch 
duty ought to be paid ſhall be in diſpute, the 1aid commiſſioners of 
the ſtamp duties, ſhall cauſe an appraiſement to be made thereof, 
at the expence of the perſon or perſons by whom fuch duty ought 
to be paid, in the manner herein-before directed in other cales, 
and aſſeſs the du'y thereon accordingly; ard it ſuch perſon or 
perſons by whom ſuch duty ought to be paid, ſhall be diffatisfied 
with ſuch yalvation, or with the affefiment of duty made = 
: u 
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ſuch valuation by the ſaid commiſſioners of the ſtamp duties, the 
{ame ſhall be teviewed and finally determined by the ſaid com- 
miſſioners of the land- tax, upon appeal to them within. the time, 
and under the reſtrictions, and in the manger herein- before di- 
reted in other caſes; but if ſuch valuation or aſſeſſment ſhall 
not be duly appealed from within the time limited for that pur- 
poſe, or ſhall, be affirmed upon appeal, the duty ſhall be paid ac - 
cording thereto; and if any variation ſhall be made therein on 
ſuch appeal, the duty ſhall be paid according to ſuch variation; 
and in caſe the effects whereon any ſuch duty ſhall be payable 
hall be at the diſtance of ten miles from London, then, and in 
{uch caſe, it ſhall be lawful to make the like application to ſuch 
perſon as ſhall be deputed for that p e by {aid commiſ- 
lioners to act in their Read, in ſuch cales, within the county or 
diſtrict in which ſuch effects ſhall be; and ſuch perſon ſo deputed 
all act in ſuch caſes, in all reſpects, in the ſame manner as the 
{aid commiſſioners are hereby authorized to act, ſubjecꝭ neverthe- 
lels to the inſtrucꝭ ions and controul of the ſaid commiĩſſioners. 
And be it further enacted, that were any legacy, or part of any 
legacy, or rchdue, or part of reſidue, whereon any duty fhall be 
chargeable by this act, ſhall be ſatisfied otherwiſe than by pay- 
ment of money or application of ſpecific effects for that purpole, 
or ſhall be releaſed for conſideration, or compounded for leſs than 
the amount of value thereof, then, and in ſuch caſe, the duty 
ſhall be charged and paid in reſpect of ſuch legacy, or part of 
legacy, or reſedue, or part of teſidue, according to the amount 
or value of the property taken in ſatisfaction thereof, or as the 
conſideration, for releaſe thereof, or compoſition for the fame : 
provided always, that if auy legacy or bequeſt ſhall be made in 
alis faction of any other legacy, or bequeſt, or title to any refidue, 
or part of reſidue, of any perſonal eſtate remaining unpaid, 
tne duty. ſhall not be paid on bath ſubjects, although both,ma 


* 
be chargeable with duty, but ſhall be paid on the ſubject yielding 


ile largeſt duiy. . . 3 
And be it 1 enacted, that ĩĩ̃ any perſon or perſons having 
or taking the burthen of the execution of che will or other teſta- 
mentary inſtrument, or the adnuaiſt: ation of the petſonal eſtate 
any perſon deceaſed, or any other perſon or petſons hereby 
made chargeable with duty, ſhall declare himſelf, herſelf, or them- 
leives ready and willing, and ſhall. accordingly offer to pay any 
pecuniary legacy, or reſidue, or part of refdue, deducting the 
duty pay able thereon, or ſhall in like manner offer to deliver or 
vterwile diſpoſe of any ſpecific. legacy, or any ſpeciſic property 
part or any xeſidue of any perſonal eſlate, to or: for the benefit of 
'he perſon or perſons entitled thereto, or to any truſtee or truſtees 
'vr luch perſon, or perſons, upon payment of the duty payable-in 
:<ipect thereof, and the perion or perſons entitled to ſuch legacy 
or relidue, or part of tc ſidue, or the truſtee or truſtees for ſuch 
perion or perſons, ſhall refuſe to accept ſuch offer, and to give a 
POIs 2 proper 
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proper releaſe and diſcharge: for ſach legacy or reſidue, or ſo 
much thereof, as ſhall be offered to be paid, delivered, or other. 
wiſe diſpoſed of as aforeſaid, then, and in ſuch cafe; atthaugh n» 
actual tender ſhall be mae, if any ſuit ſhall be afterwards inſtitu - 
ed for ſuch legacy or effects, reſpecting which ſuch offer ſhall hare 
been made, it ſhall be lawful for the court in which ſach' ſuit ha!l 
be inſtituted, to order all cofts, charges, and expencev attending 
the ſame, to be paid by the perſon or perſons who ſhall have re- 
fuſed to accept ſuch offer, and to give or join in ſuch releaſe or 
diſcharge, or to order ſuch coſts, charges, and expences, to be de- 
ducted and retained out of ſuch legacy of effects, together with the 
duty payable thereon, as the ſaid court ſhall fee fit; and io caſe 
any ſuit ſhall be inſtituted for payment of any legacy, or reſidue, 
or part of reſidue, of any perſonal eſtate, and the perfon or perſon; 
ſued for the ſame ſhall be deſirous of Raying proceedings in ſuch 
ſuit, on payment of. the money due, or deſivering, or otherwilc 
diſpoſing of the ſpecific effects demanded, after deducting or re- 
ceiving the duty payable thereon ; it ſhall be lawful for the court 
in which ſuch ſuit ſhall be inſtituted, if it ſhall fee fir, on applica- 
tion in a ſummary way, to make ſuch order for payment of ſuch 
legacy, or reſidue, or part of reſidue, or for delivering or other. 
wife diſpoſing of ſuch effects, and for payment of the duty pay- 
able theteon, and all ſuch coſts, charges, and expences, attending 
ſuch ſuit as ſhall be juſt. | 
And be it further enacted, that if any ſuit ſhall be inſtituted con- 
cerning. the adminiſtration of the perſonal eltate of any perſon 
dying teſtate or inteſtate, or any part of ſuch eſtate in which any 
direction ſhall be given touching the payment of any legacies or 
legacy of ſuch perſon, or the reſidue of his or her perſonal eſtate, 
or ony part thereof, the court wherein ſuch ſuit ſhall be infti- 
tuted ſhall in giviag directions concerning the ſame, provide for 
the due payment of the duties hereby impoſed; and in taking 
any account of any perſonal eſtate, or otherwiſe acting concern- 
ing the ſame, ſuch court ſhall take care-that no allowance ſhall b: 
made in reſpect of any legacy, or part of legacy, or of any reſidue, 
or part of refidue, or part of reſidue, in any manner whatſoever, 
with due proof of the payment of the duties heteby impoſed. 
Provided always, and be it further enacted, that any perſon or 
perſons having or taken the burthen of the execution of any wil 
or other teſtamentary inſtrument, or the adminiſtration of th: 
perſonal eſtate. of any perſon deceaſed, may from time to time 
pay, deliver, or otherwiſe diſpoſe, of any legacy, or any part of 
any legacy, or make diſtribution of any part of the reſidue of an) 
per ſonal eltate, on payment, from time to time, of ſuch propor- 
tions of the duty hereby impoſed, as ſhall acerue in teſpect of ſuc! 
part of ſuch perional eſtate as ſhall be fo adminiſtered. © | 
And be it furcher enacted, that no perſon or verſons having or 
taking the burthea of the execution of any will or teſtament in- 
ſtrument, or the admiuiſtration of the perſonal eſtate of any = 
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fon deceaſed, nar any, truſtee or truſtees, or other perſon or per- 
ſons hereby directed and required to account for any duty, ſhall, 
ſcom and after the paſſing of this act, pay, deliver, or otherwiſe 
diſpoſe of, or in any manner ſatisfy, diſcharge, compound for, 
any legacy whatſoever, or any part thereof, or the refidue of 
any perſodal eſtate, or any part thereof in, reſpe& whereof any 
duty is hereby ampoſed, without making a receipt or diſcharge in 
writing for the ſame, expreſſing the date of ſuch receipt or diſ- 
charge, and the names of the teſtator, teſtatrix, or inteſtate, under 
whoſe will or teſtamentary diſpoſition, or upon whoſe inteſtacy 
the title to ſuch legacy or part of legacy, or to ſuch reſidue, or 
part of reſidue, ſhall. accrue, and of the perſon or perſons to whom 
uch receipt or diſcharge ſhall be given, and of the perſon or per- 
ſons to whom ſuch. legacy or reſidue, or part of reſidue, ſhall bave 
becn given, or ſhall have belonged in conſequence of inteſtacy, and 
and the amount or value of the legacy or part of legacy, or reſidue 
or part of reſidue, for which ſuch receipt or diſcharge ſhall be 
iven, and alſo the amount and rate of the duty payable and al- 
— thereon ;z and that no written receipt or diicharge for any 
legacy or part of any legacy, or for the reſidue of any perſonal 
ellate, or any part of fuch reſidue, in reſpect whereof any duty 
is hereby impoſed, hall be received iu evidence, or be avail- 
able inany manner whatever, uuleſs the ſame ſhall be ſtamped, 
as required by this act; and no evidence whatſoever ſhall be 
given. of any payment, ſatisfaftion, or diſcharge whatſoever, 
or of any releaſe or compoſition of ſuch legacy, or any part 
thereof, or of ſuch refidue, or any part thereof, without pro- 
ducing ſuch receipt or diſcharge, duly ſtamped as aforeſaid, unleſs 
tie actual payment of the duty hereby impoſed, ſhall firlt be given 
in eridence: provided always, that a copy of the entry, in the 
books of the commiſſioners of the: ſtamps, of the payment of ſuch 
duty, ſhall be admitted as evidence thereof: provided alſo, that 
payment of any annuity fhall not be deemed a payment for which 
duch ſtamped receipt ſhall be required, under the directions 
o! this act, except the ſeveral payments which ſhall compleat the 
payments for each of the firit four years during which ſuch an- 
ruity ſhall be payable; and in like manner any payment in re- 
ect of any legacy or bequelt, hereby directed to be charged with 
the duty in the ſame manner as annuities are hereby made 
chargeable with duty, ſhall not be deemed a paymeut for which 
luch ſtamped receipt ſhall be required, except the ſeveral pay- 
ments which ſhall compleat the payments for each of the firſt four 
years, in teſpect of which ſuch legacy or bequeſt ſhall be charge- 

able with duty. as an annuity. | 
And be it further enacted, that any perſon having or taking the 
burthen of the execution of any will or teſtamentary inſtrumeot, 
or the adminiſtration of the perſonal eſtate of any perſon deceaſed, 
and any truſtee or truſtees, or other perſon. or perions, hereby di- 
rected and required to account for any duty, who ſhall pay, de- 
luer, or otherwiſe diſpoſe of, or in any manner ſatisfy or diſcharge, 
c or 
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or compound for any legacy given by ſuch will or teftameatary . 
ſtrument, ut the reſidue, or any part of the reſiu ue, of ſuch per- 
ſonal eſtate, to or for the benefit of any perſon or per ſonz entitled 
to ſuch legacy, or any part thereof, or to fuch ſeſidue, or any 
part thereof, without taking ſuch receipt or diſcharge in riting 
u. aforeſaid, and cauſing the ſame to be ſtamped within rhe time 


hereby allowed for ſtamping the ſame, ſhall forfeit and loſe the 


ſum of ten pound per centum. on the ſum of money, or the value 
of the property if not money, for which ſuch receipt of diſcharge 
ought to have been given in purſuance of this act ; and all and 
every perſon and perſons receiving or taking the benefit of any 
ſuch money, or other property, without giving a written receipt 
or diſcharge for the ſame, in which the duty payable in reſpect 
thereof ſhall be expreſſed to have been allowed or paid to the per- 
ſon or perſons to whom ſuch receipt or diſcharge ſhall be given, 
and which ſhall bear date on the day of figning the ſame, ſhall for- 
feit and loſe the ſum of ten pounds per centum. on the ſum of money, 
or on the value of the property, ſo received or taken. 

And be it further enacted, that every ſuch receipt or diſcharge 
ſhall be bought within the ſpace of twenty-one days after the 


date thereof, to the ſaid: head office of the faid commiſſioners, r 


to ſotme other office to be appointed by the ſaid commiſſioners for 
ſuch purpoſe, to be ſtamped, paying the duty for the ſame, and 
upon ſuch payment either at the ſaid head office, or at any other 
office to be appointed as aforeſaid, the Receiver General or other 
proper officer to be appointed for that purpoſe by the faid com- 
miſſioners, as the caſe ſhall require, ſhall write upon ſuch receipt 
or diſcharge an acknowledgment of the payment of the duty fo 
paid in words at length, and bearing date the day on which ſach 
payment ſhall be made, and ſhall ſubſeriber his namethereto, and 
euter an account thereof in a book or books to be provided for 
that purpoſe, to the intent that he may be thereby charged with 
the ſum ſo paid; and in cafe the duty al be fo paid at the ſaid 
head office, then the receipt or diſcharge ſo brought to be ſtamp- 
ed, ſhall he forthwith ſtamped with: one of the ſaid four ſtamps 2 
the cafe ſhall require; and in <aſe the duty ſhall be ſo paid at any 
other office to be appointed by the ſaid commiſſioners as aforc- 
ſaid, the receipt or diſcharge whereon ſuch acknowledgement ot 
the payment of duty ſhall be ſo written and ſubſcribed, ſhall br 
tranſmitted within the ſpace. of twenty-one days from the day 
of payment of ſuch duty, to the ſaid head office to be ſtamped, and 
the fame ſhall be ſtamped accordingly with one of the faid four 
Kamps as the caſe ſhall require; and in cafe the -perſon-or per- 


ſons aying ſuch duty at any ſuch office to be:appointett 2 


aforetaid, fhall de deſirous that the ſame ſhall be trantmitted to 
the ſaid bead office, by the officer to whom ſuch duty ſhull be 
paid, and ſhall leave the {ame with ſuch officer for-ſuch purpole, 
uch officer ſhall thereupon ſi:n and deliver an acknowledgement, 


that ſuch receipt or diſcharge has been left with him for ſuch-pur- 


* 


ofe, and ſhall tranſmit ſuch receipt or diſcharge to 2 
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office to be ſtamped as aforeſaid, and the ſame ſhall be ſent again 
to ſuch officer as ſoon as conveniently may be after the ſtamping 
thereof ; and ſueh officer ſhall deliver back the ſame to the perton 
or perſons entitled thereto; upon re- delivery to bim of the ac 
knowledgement which he ſhall have given far the ſame : provided 
always, that it any ſuch receipt or diſcharge ſhatl not be ſo brought 
to any ſuch office as aforeſaid, within ſuch ſpace-of twenty · one 
days as aforeſaid, it ſhall nevertheleſs be lawful to carry ſuc h- 
ccipt or diſcha ge to the ſaid head office to be ſtamped in like 
manner, within three calendar months after the date thereof, 
paying the duty for the ſame, and alſo the further ſum of teu 
ounds per centum. on ſuch duty, by way of penalty for not hav- 
ing before paid ſuch duty, on payment of which duty and penalty, 
the ſaid commiſſioners are hereby authorized and required to 
flamp ſuch receipt or diſcharge, in the ſame manner, as if the 
ſame had been brought to the ſaid office within the ſpace of 
twenty-one days from the date thereof; but the ſaid commiſſion- 
ers, or any of their officers, ſhall not on any pretence whatever, 
except-as herein directed, ſtamp any vellum; parchment; or paper, 
upon which any receipt or diſcharge for any legacy or part of le- 
acy, or any teſidue of any perſonal eſtate, or any part thereof, 
de written or ſigned with the ſaid new ſtamps,” or any of 
them, unleſs the duty for the ſame ſhall be paid, and ſuch re- 
ceipt or diſcharge ſhall be produced to be ſo ſtamped in manner 
aforeſaid, within the times and in the manner herein- before re- 
ſpectively limited and appointed. | 
And be it further enacted, that if it ſhall appear to the 
latislaction of the ſaid commiſſioners of ſtamp duties, upon 
oatti or affirmation, to be adminittered by a juſtice of tbe 


peace, or maſter, or | maſters extraordinary in chancery, which 


oath or affirmation ſuch perſons are hereby empowered to admini- 
iter, that leſs duty has been paid fur any legacy, or reſidue, or 


part of refidue, than ought to have been paid for the ſame, by 


miſtake, without any intention to defraud ; and if application 
Mall be made to the ſaid commiſlioners to rectify ſuch miſtake, 
and accept the duty really due before any ſuit ſhall be inſſ ituteu 
conceraing the (ame, and within three calendar months after pay- 
ment of the money actually paid inſtead of che juſt duty, it hall 
be lawful for the ſaid commiſhoners to accept the difference de- 
tween the money paid and the juſt duty, togetbey dich the ſum 
of ten pounds per centum. on ſuch difterence, by way of penalty, in 
tull for the juſt duty, and which ſhall be in diſcharge of all pe- 
nalties incurred by non-payment of ſuch duty, aud to cauſe un ac- 
nowledgment of the payment of the juſt duty to be written” on 
the receipt 8 given for ſuch legacy of reſidue or patt of 
rehdus, ad to be ſu ſcribed by the proper officer, an alſo to 
cauſe ſuch receipt or difcharge to he properly it med, if neceſ- 
lar in the ſame manner as would have been dene if che Jud dury 
kad been originally pat. 1-2? 
B C 2 70945: > x. Bond 


1 
22 


PE I IC 28 
hi — 8 


- ITED " 
, . - — 
* 1 
4 — — 923 Ge ES 
\ FUSS: * 


a 


— * 
——— w 
R CT". rg 

F 2 md = 


— - —— —— —— — — 
— 


WERE — — on. 


i 


— 
= — 
— — 


** 
— . 
* DARES 
. - — 


— 


4 


—— ä ——— 4 
— — — — * 


—— —— = — —— ũ way —ʃ — — — — 


20 A BILL FOR AMENDING CERTAIN DUTIES ON. © 


Provided always, and be it further enacted, that the party or | 


parties paying or ſatisfying any legacy, or any reſidue of any per- 
ſonal eſtate, or any part of ſuch reſidue, or receiving the ſame, 
. contrary to the proviſions of this act, ho ſhall, within the ſpace 
of 21 calendar months after the offence committed, diſcover the 
other party or parties offending therein, ſo that ſueh party or 
parties ſo diſcovered be thereupon convicted, ſuch perſon ſo dil- 
__—_ ſhall be indemnified and diſcharged from all penalties 
incurred from any offence againſt this at, : 


Provided always, and be it further enacted, that where, by rea · 


ſon of the infancy, or abſence beyond the ſeas, of any perſon en- 
titled to any legacy, or to the reſidue of any perſonal eſtate, or any 
part thereof, chargeable with duty by virtue of this act, the per- 
ſon or perſons having or taking the burthen of any will or teſta- 
mentary inſtrument, or the adminiftration of ſuch perſonal eſtate, 
cannot pay ſuch legacy or ſome part thereof, although he, ſhe, or 
they may have effects for that purpoſe, or cannot pay ſuch reſidue, 
or ſome part thereof, although he, ſhe, or they may have the fame, 
or ſome part thereof, in his, her, or their hands, it ſhall be lawful 
for ſuch perſon or perſons to pay ſuch legacy, or reſidue, or any 
parts or part thereof reſpectively, or any ſum or ſums of money 
on account thereof after deducting the duty chargeable thereon, 
into the bank of England, with. the privity of the accountant 
general of the Court of Chancery, to be placed to the account of 
the perſon or perſons for whoſe benefit the ſame ſhall be ſo paid; 
for payment of which money the ſaid accountant general ſhall 
give his certificate as uſual in ſuch caſes, on production of the 
certificate of the commiſſioners of ſtamps, that the duty thereon 
has been duly paid; and ſuch payment into the bank ſhall be a 
ſufticient diſcharge for the money ſo paid in, provided the duty 
be alſo paid thereon as aforeſaid; and ſuch money when paid in 
ſhall be laid out by the ſaid accountant general, without any for- 
mal requeſt, for that purpoſe, in the purchaſe of three pounds per 
centum. conſolidated annuities, which, with the dividends thereon, 
ſhall be transferred and paid to the perſon or perſons entitled there- 
to, or otherwiſe applied for his or their benefit, on application to 
the Court of Chancery, by petition or motion, in a ſummary way : 
provided always, that if it ſhall afterwards appear that ſuch money, 
or any part thereof, has been improperly paid into the bank as 
aforeſaid, it ſhall alfo be lawful for the ſaid court of chancery, up- 
on petition, in a ſummary way to diſpoſe thereof, and of the au- 
nuities purchaſed therewith, and the dividends received thereon, 
in ſich manner as juſtice ſhall require: provided alſo, that if it 
tall appear that the duty paid in reſpe& of any ſuch ſum of 
money, was more than ought to have been paid, it ſhall be Jawful 
for the perſon or perſons, who, ſhall have paid ſuch duty, to apply 
to the ſaid commiſſioners for the management of the ſtamp duties, 
to repay ſuch exceſs of duty; and the {aid commiſſioners are hereby 


au:horized, upon ſuch application, to repay ſuch exceſs of duty 0 
| l 


— wy = Sees ao oc .oweacir... .: 


LEGACIES}AND $HARES or PERSONAL ESTATES, c. 21 


the perſon or perſons who ſhal appear to them entitled to receive 
the ſame, or to pay fuch exceſs of duty into the bank, with the 
privity of the laid accountant general, for the benefit of the per- 
{on or perſons entitled, there to be placed to the ſame account, 
and to be applied in the ſame manner as the fame would have been 
applicable, if paid together with the remainder of the legacy, or 
ſum of money, in reſpect of which the ſame ſha'l have been paid; 
and the ſaid commiſſioners are hereby anthorized to make ſuch 
payments reſpectively out of the monies in their hands, arifing 
from duties impoſed by this act; and if the duty paid to the 
ſaid commiſſioners ſhall appear to be lefs than the duty which 
ought to have been paid, it ſhall be Tawful for the perſon or per- 
ſons who paid ſuch money into the bank as aforeſaid, upon pay- 
ment of the full duty to the ſaid commiſſioners, in ſuch manner as 
the ſame-ought to be paid, with ſuch penalties, if any, as ought 
to be paid in reſpe& thereof, to apply to the Court of Chancery, 
in a ſummary way, for the re- payment of the further ſum paid to 
the commithoners for ſuch duty, cut of the money in the bank ſo 
paid in by ſuch perſon or perſons, or the produce thereof, which 
payment the faid court is hereby authorized to order. 

Aud be it farther enacted, that if at the end of two years after 
the death of any perſon deceaſed, it ſhall _— to the ſatĩ faction 
of the ſaid commiſſioners of ſtamp duties, tha: it will require time 
to collect the debis or effects of ſuch perſon then outſtand.nz, or 
that from circumſtances it will be difficult :o aſcertain or adjuit 
the amount of the clear reſidue of the perfonal eſtate of Tach per- 
ſon hable to duty, and the parties intereſted therein ſhall be deſir- 
ous of compounding for the duty thereon, it ſhall be las ful for 
ſuch parties reſpectively, with the conſent of the commĩſſione s of 
ſtamp duties, to make application to the Court of Exchequer 
at Weſtminiter, if the deceaſed perſon reſided in England or elſe- 
where, except in Scotland, and to the Conrt of Exchequer, in 
Scotland, if the deceaſed refided in Sco land, for 1:ave to com- 
pound ſuch duty, ſtating upon oath the particulars of the perforal 
ellate for which ſuch compoſition ſhall be propoſed to be mad-, by 
2fdavit to be filed in the ſame court, and declaring at the ſame 
time upon oath, whether any other property of the deceaſed then 
ouftanding befides the property for which ſach compoſitzon ſhall 
be propoſed to be made, hath come to the knowledge of the ſaid 
parties, or any of them, and the nature thereof, and the circum- 
ances attending the ſame ;* and in fuch caſe it ſhall be lawful for 
ihe ſaid Court of Exchequer in England or Scotland, as the cafe 
may be, to appoint a proper perſon to ſet a value on the perfonal 
ue, or ſuch part thereof, for which no duty ſhall have been 
caarged, and which ſhall be ſpeeiſied in ſach affidavit as the pro- 
perty for which ſuch compoſition ſhall be defired, and to aj ut 
ad ſettle the duty which, juſtly and equitably under all circum- 
lances, ought to be paid in reſpect of ſuch perſonal eſtate fa 
Ipecified, and thereupon it ſhall be lawful for the ſaid commiſ- 
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ſioners, and they are hereby rgeuired, if the ſaid Court of Exche- 
quer to which {ach application ſhall, be made, ſhall eonfirm the 
die adjuſtment and ſettlement, and order the duty to be accept. 
ed accoidingly, and by authority of ſuch order to accept pay. 
ment of the ſum ſo acyjuſted and ſettled, in full diſcharge of the 
duty on ſo much of ſuch, perſoual eſtate as ſhall be ſo ſpecified, 
and according to ſuch order, and to enter the ſame in their books 
accordingly, and to grant certificates thereof, expreſſing the re- 
ceipt of ſuch duty by way of compoſition under ſuch order; and 
every ſuch perſon to whom ſuch certificate ſhall be. granted, and 
every future repreſentative of the ſame eſtate, and all perſons en- 
titled to the benefit of the property for which ſach compoſition 
ſhall be ſo paid, ſhall be diſcharged from any further payment cf 
duty on the ſame; and in all future payments of ſuch property, 
it ſhall be lawful for the perſous having or taking the burthen of 
the execution of any will or teſtamentary inſtrument diſpoſing ſuch 
property, or the adminiſtration thereof, to pay, apply, and diſ- 
pole of the ſame, and for all perſons entitled to the benefit there. 
of to receive the ſame, without having the receipts and diſcharges 
in writing, hereby required to be given and wh for the ſame, 
ſtamped as herein-before directed; provided ſuch receipts or dif. 
charges ſhall expreſs the ſame to be given under the authority of 
ſuch compoſition as aforeſaid, and not liable to duty: provided 
always nevertheleſs, that the duty ſhall be charged and paid upon 
all and every part of the perſonal eſtate of ſuch perſon deceaſed, 
othar than that which ſhall be ſpecified in ſuch affidavit as afore- 
ſaid, and included in the valuation in which ſuch compoſition 
ſhall have been made as aforeſaid, and for which the ſaid Court of 
Ezchequer ſhall allow and order ſuch compoſition to be taken as 
aforeſaid, in the ſame mauuer as if no ſuch compofition had been 
made; and all and every perſon and perſons ſhall, be liable to all 
the like penaltics and forfeitures for not duly paying the duty 
for ſuch perſonal eſtate not compounded for, and ſubje& to the 
like rules, methods, and directions, for charging ſuch duty, as 
ſuch perſon and perſons reſpectiyely would be liable to if ſuch 
compoſition had not been made, 

And be it further enacted, that if at any time aſter payment of 
duty on any legacy, or reſidue, or part of reſidue, of the perſonal 
eſtate of any per ſon deceaſed,- any debt ſhall be recovered again! 
the eſtate of ſuch deceaſed perſon, or any loſs ſhall happen, by 
reaſon whereof, or for any other juſt cauſe, any legatee or other 
perſon, by whom any legacy or part of legacy, or any reſidue of 
any perſonal eſtate hath been received or retained, ſhall be obliged 
to refund the ſame, or any part therof, then in every ſuch caſe n 
ſha.] be lawful for the ſaid commiſſioners of ſtamp duties, and they 
are hereby required, on due proof made on oath as aforeſaid, to 
their ſat is faction, of the amount of ſuch ſums refunded; and that 
by reaſon thereof there hath been an over-payment of duty, to 
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ſettle and adjuſt the amount of ſuch over-payment, and to repay 
the Tame out of the money in their hands, ariſing from the duties 
by this Act impoſrd, or to allow the Tame in future payments, as 
the caſe may permit or require, | 

And be it further enafted, that whenever any perfon or perſons 
having or taken the burthen of the execution of any will or teſtu- 
mentary inſtrument, or the adminiſtration of any perſonal eſtate 
as aforeſatd,” ſhall be entitled to any legacy, or the reſidue, or any 
part of the reſidue, of the perſonal eſtate of any teſtator, teſtatrix, 
or inteſtate; ſueh perſon ſhall be chargeable with che duty when. 
ever he, the; or they ſhall be entitled, in the due courſe of admin 
ſtration, to retain to his, her, or their own uſe, any part of the 
ſaid eſtate, in ſatis faction of ſuch legacy, or reſidue, or any part 
thereof; and every ſuch perſon, before any ſuch retainer, hall 
tranſmit to the ſaid commiſſioners of ſtamp duties, or their officers, 
a note containing the particulars of ſuch legacy, reſidue, or part 
of reſidue, intended to be retained, and the amount or value there- 
of, and the duty which ſuch perſon or perſons ſhall offer to pay 
thereon ; and the faird commiſſioners ſhall charge and aſſeſs the 
duty thereon, in ſuch manner as the duty ſhall be chargeable 
thereon by virtue of the proviſions in this act contained, and ſuch 
duty ſhall be paid accordingly ; and on payment of the faid duty, 
the ſaid receiver general of the ſuid duty, or officer appointed to 
receive the ſame, ſhall, at the foot of a duplicate of the ſaid af- 
ſeſſment duly ſtamped, in ſuch manner as the ſaid commiſſioners 
ſhall direct for ſuch purpoſe, give a receipt for ſuch duty in ſuch 
form of words as the commiſſioners ſhall direct, which receipt ſhall 
de a diſcharge for the duty expreſſed therein; and in caſe wy 
fuch perſon or perſons ſhall ne»leQ to pay ſucb duty as aforeſaid, 
within fourteen days after the fame oughr to have been paid as 
aforeſaid every ſuch perſon and perſons ſhall forfeit and pay tre- 
ble the value of the duty which ought to have beenpaid. 

And whereas doubts have ariſen upon the conſtruction of the 
laid acts of the't weritieth, twemy-third, and twenty-ninth years 
of his Majeſty's reign, whether the duties thereby impoſed were 
intended to be impoſed on all ſegadies, bequeſts, and difpofitions 
dy will or teſtamentary inſtrument what ſoever: be it enacted and 
declared, that all receipts and diſcharges whatfoever for legacies 
ſpecific and pecuniary, and of any nature or kind whatfoever, and 
for all perſonal eſtate whatſos vet, in any manner given or diſpo- 
{ed of by will or teſtamentary inſtrument, Whether by way of ab- 
nuity or other particular bequeſt, or by way of reſidue, or ſhare o: 
rehaue, or otherwiſe how ſoe ver, 44 well as on perſonal eſtate, diſ- 
indutable upon inteſtacy, except ſuch diſpoſitions as ſhall be 
Made by any u ill or teme mentary inſtrameut, with reipect to which 
the duties impoled by 16:6 ſid former acts are hereby repealed, 
hall be deemed and taken to be receipts and diſcharges for lega- 
cles, within the intent and meaaing ef the ſaid former acts re- 
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ſpectively ; and all and every perſon and perſons to whom any 
ſuch legacy, or any part of any ſuch legacy, ſhall be due and 
payable at the time of paſſing this act, or who at the time of 
paſſing this act ſhall be entitled to any reſidue, or any ſhare or par; 
of any reſidue, or any perſonal eſtate, under any fuck will or teſ- 
tamentary inſtrument, or upon inteſtacy, and allo all and every 
perſon and perſons who ſhall become entitled to any legacy, or 
reſidue, or part of - rclidue, of any ſuch perſonal eſtate, after the 
paſſing of this act, upon which no duty is impoſed by this act, 
and upon which the duties impoſed by the-faid former act r« main 
in force and unrepezled, ſhall, upon receipt or other ſatisfaction or 
diſcharge, of any ſuch legacy, or part of ſuch legacy, ort eſidue or 
rt of {ſuch reſidue, ſign and give a receipt or diſcharge in writ- 
ing, duly ſtamped as required by the ſaid — acts reſpectively; 
and the perſon or perſons having or taking the burthen of the 
execution of any will or other teſtamentary mſtrument, or the ad- 
miniſtration of any perſonal eſtate, ſhall have the like powers to 
require ſuch receipt or diſcharge in writing, and to retain the 
duty payable in reſpect thereof, and the perſon and perſons pay- 
ing, or otherwiſe ſatisfying or diſcharging, and the perſon or per- 
ſons receiving, or being otherwiſe ſatisfied for ſuch. legacy, or re- 
ſidue, or part of relidue, ſhall be in like manner debtors for the 
duty impoſed on ſuch receipt or diſcharge in caſe of non-payment 
of ſuch duty, and to the like penalties for enforcing due payment 
thereof, as by this act are provided with reſpe& to the duties 
hereby impolted on legacies, and reſidue of perſonal citate of per- 
ſons dying after the paſſing of this act. | 
And be it further enacted, that if the authority under or by co- 
lour of which any perſon {hail have adminiſtered the eſtate or 
effects of any perion decealed, or any part thereof, ſhall be void, 
or be repealed, or declare void, and ſuch perſon "ſhall before the 
avoidance, repeal, or declaration of avoidance, have paid any duty 
hereby 1mpoted, or any duty impoſed by any of the ſaid for- 
mer acts, which ſhali not be allowed to ſuch perſon out of the 
eſtate or of ſuch deceaſed perſon, by reaſon that the ſame 
duty was not really due or payable, the money paid for ſuch duty 
mall, ov proof thereof to the ſatistaction of the ſaid commiſſioners 
of {tamp dutics, be repaid to the perſon or perſons who ſhall have 
paid the ſame, or his, her, or their repreſentatives, by the {aid 
commiſſioners, out of any monies in their hands ariſing from the 
duties impoſed by this act, or the ſaid former acts; but in cate 
ſuch duty ought to have been paid by the rightful executor ot 
executors, adminiitrator or admin iſtrators, of fuch deceaſed perſon, 
then and in ſuch cale the paymnet of ſuch duty ſhall be valid and 
effectual notwithitanding ſuch avoidance, repeal, or declaration 
of avoicance as aforelaid z; any no fuch perſon ſhall, by reaſon ot 
the avoidance, repeal, or declaration of avoidance of ſuch authority, 
be ſued, moleſted, or troubled for or in reſpe of ſuch PR. 5 
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ut all fuch payments, in reſpect of the ſaid duty, {hall be allow- 


ed in account with ſuch. rightful executor. or executors, admini- 
ſtrator or adminiſtrators, and the fame. ſhall be deemed payments 
in che due courſe, of adminiſtration, as fully and effectually as. if 
lach payments had been made by righttul executors or adminiſtra - 
tors z any law, ulage, or cuſtom, to the contrary notwithſtand- 


ing. | 

Aud be it further enacted, that if any perſon or perſons, upon 
any oath or affirmation before the ſaid commiſſioners of ſtamp 
duties, or commiſſioners of land tax, or any perſon or perſons au- 
thorized by this act to adminiſter auy ſuch, oath or affirmat ion, 
mall wilfully and corruptly ſwear, afarm, or alledge any matter ur 
thing which ſhall be Kalte or untrue, with intent to defrand bis. 
Majeſty of any of the ſaid duties hereby impoſed, or with intent 
to charge any perſon or. perſons with any greater or other duty 
than ſuch perſon or perſons ought to be charged with, every ſuch 
perſon or perſons ſo offending, and being thereof duly convicted, 
hall be, and is and are hereby declared to be ſubject and liable to 
{ach pains and penalties as by any law now in being, any perſon 
convicted of wiltal and corrupt perjury is ſubject aud liable to. 

And be it further evacted, that if any perſon ſhall alter any. 
word, letter, ſigure, or number, in any afleflmen: or receipt to be 
made or given in purſuance of this act, for any of the ſaid dutics, 
aſter the ſame ſhall have been ſigned by the officer appointed to 
ſigu the ſame, according to the directions. of this act, or ſhall ut- 
ter or publiſh. as true any ſuch altered aſlefiment or receipt, with 
intent to defraud his Majeity, his beirs, or iucceffors, or auy other 
pecſon or perſons, then, and in ſach caſe, every perſon ſo altering, 
uttering, or publithing, as afarcſaid, ſhall forteit and pay the ſum 
of five hundred pounds. | 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforcſaid, that if 
any perſon ſhall counterfeit or forge, or procure to be counter- 
tcited or forged, any ſtamp directed or allowed to be uſed or pro- 
vided, made or uſed, in purſuance of this act, or ſhall counterteir 
ar reſemble the impreſſion of the ſame upon any vellum, parch- 
neat, or paper, with intention to defraud his Majeity, his heirs, 
or lucceſlora, or ſhall utter, vend, ſell, or exp ſe to fale, any vel- 
lum, parchment, or paper, liable to the ſaid duty, with ſuch coun- 
ter eit impreſſion thereupon, knowing: the ſame to be counter- 
teited, or hall privately or fraudently uſe any ſtamp directed or 
aiowed to be uſcd by this act, with intent to defraud his Majeſty, 
lus heirs or ſueceſſors, of the ſaid duty, every perſon ſo offending, 
aud being thereof lawfully convicted, ſhall be adjudged a felon, 
aud ſhall ſufier death as in caſe of felony without benefit of 
UTLY, 

P;ovided always, and be it further enacted, that every receipt 
0 © (charge for any legacy, or any part of any legacy, or for any 
teu , or part ot reiidae, of any. perſonal eſtate, which ſhall be 
du!; tamped as required by this act, ſhall be tree and Klebe en 
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from all ſtamp duties impoſed by the ſaid recited acts, or by any 
other act of parliament upon receipts or diſcharges for money; 
and that every ſuch receipt or diſcharge which ſhall be duly ſtamp. 
ed as required by the ſaid recited acts, and-upon which no new 
duty is imp ſed by this act, ſhall be alſo free and diſcharged 
from any ſtamp duty impoſed by any other act upon receipts or 
diſcharges for money. | 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that all 
powers, proviſoes, articles, clauſes, allowances, and all maiters 
and things preſcribed or appointed by any former act or acts of 
parhament, relating to the ſtamp duties on vellum, parchment, 
and paper, and not hereby altered, ſhall be of full force ard ef. 
fect with relation to the duties hereby impoſed, and ſhall be ap. 
plied and put in execution for the raiſing. levying, collecting, 
and ſecuring, the ſaid duties hereby impoſed; according to the 
true intent and meaning of this act, as fully and effestually, to 
all intents and purpoſes, as if the fame had ſeverally and reſpec- 
tively been hereby re-cnacted, with relation to the ſaid dutics 
hereby impoſed. 

And be it further enacted, that one moity of all pecuniary pe- 
nalties and forfeitures hereby impoſed, were no other mode of 
proſecutien is ſpecially preſcribed by this act, ſhall, if ſued for 
within the {pace of three calendar months from the time of any 
fuch penalty or ſorfeiture being incurred, be to his Majeſty, his 
heirs and {11-ceffors ; and the other moiety thereof, with full coſts 
of ſui, tc the perſon or perſons who ſhall inform or ſue for the 
fame within the time aforeſaid, and which ſhall and may be ſue! 
for in his Majeſty's Court of Exchequer at Weſtminſter, for of- 
fences committed in England, or in his Majeſty's Court of Ex- 
chequer in Scotland, for offences committed in Scotland, by 
action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, wherein no effoin, pri- 
vilege, wager of law, or more than one imparlance ſhall be al- 
lowed ; but nevertheleſs it ſhall be lawful for his Majeſty's At- 
torney General in England, or his Majeſty's advocate in Scotland, 
in caſe it ſhall appear to his ſatisfaction that ſuch penalty was in- 
curred without any intention of fraud, to ſtop all further proceed. 
ings, by entering a neli proſequi, or otherwiſe, with reſpect as well 
to the ſhare of ſuch penalty claimed by ſuch informer or informers, 
as to the ſhare thereof belonging to his Majeſty. 

Provided always, and be it further enacted, that in default of 
proſecution within the time herein. before limited, no ſuch penalty 
or forfeiture ſhall be afterwards recoverable, except in the name 
of his Majeſty's Attorney General in England, and of his Mz- 
jeſtys Advocate in Scotland, by information in the Court of Ex- 
chequer-in England or Scotland reſpectively, in which caſe the 
whole of ſuch penalty or forfeiture ſhall belong to his Majeſty, bs 
heirs and ſucceffors ; and that all penalties and forfeitures, and 
ſhares of penalties and ſorfeitures, incurred as aforeſaid, belong: 


ing to his Majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, ſhall be paid into the 


hands 
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hands of the Receiver General of his Majeſty's ſtamp duties for 
the time being, any law, uſage, or cuſtom, to the contrary not- 
withſtanding ; and that in all cafes where the whole of ſuch pecu- 
niary penalties of forfeitures ſhall be recovered to the uſe of his 
Majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, it ſhall be lawful for the ſaid com- 
miſſioners to cauſe ſuch reward as they ſhall think fit, not ex- 
ceeding one moity of ſuch penalty or forfeiture ſo recovered, 
after deducting all charges and expences incurred in recovering 
the ſame, to be paid thereout to or amongſt any perſon or per- 
ſons who ſhall appear to them entitled thereto as informers in re- 
ſpect of ſuch penalties or forfeitures fo recovered; any thing 
herein contained to the coutrary notwithſtanding, 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that all 
the monies ariſing from the ſaid duties, herein-before granted, 
and alſo the duties ariſing from the ſaid former acts of the twen- 
tieth, twenty- third, and twent-ninth years aforeſaid, not hereby 
repealed, and all arrears of the ſaid rates and duties hereby re- 
pealed, and all arrears of the ſaid rates and duties hereby repeal- 
ed, ſhall from and after the paſſing of this act, be paid from time 
to time into the hands of the Receiver General for the time being 
of the duties on ſtamped vellum, parchment, and paper, who ſhall 
pay the fame, the neceſſary charges of railing and accounting the 
ame being deducted, into his Majeſty's Receipt of Exchequer at 
Weſtminſter, at ſuch time and in ſuch manner as other duties on 
{ſtamped vellum, parchment, and paper are directed to be paid, 
and the ſame ſhall. be carried to and made part of the conſolidated 
fund, a 

And be it further enacted, that, from and after the paſſing of 
this act, out of the monies that ſhall. be paid into the ſaid receipt 
of che ſaid duties hereby impoſed, and of the ſaid former duties 
not hereby repealed, aud arrears of duties hereby repealed, the 
ſum of ten thouland two hundred and fixty-nine pounds fifteen 
ſhillings, being one-fourth part of the ſum of forty-one thouſand 
and ſeventy-nine pounds, the annual average produce for three 
years, ending the firſt day of Auguſt, one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and ninety- five, of the whole of the ſaid former duties, ſhail quar- 
terly on the 5th day of July, the tenth day of October, the 5th 
day of January, and the 5th day of April, in every year dug 
the pe:10d of ten years be {et apart from the remainder of the ſaid 
monies 3 and that after the ſetting apart at the ſaid receipt of 
Exchequer at the end of each ſuch quarter, the ſum of ten 
thouſand two hundred and fixty-nine pounds fifteen ſhillings, che 
ſaid remainder cf the ſaid monies arifing or to ariſe of the ſaid 
ſeveral duties, and of arrears as aforeſaid, or ſo much thereof as 
mall be ſufficient, ſhall be deemed an addition made to the re- 
venue, for the purpole of defraying the increaſed charge occa- 
honed by any loan made by virtue of any act or acts to be paſſcd 
in this ſeſſion of parliament; aud that the faid remainder of the 
ſaid monies ſhall, during the ſpace of tea years next enſuing, be 
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paid into the ſaid receipt diſtinctly and apatt from all other 
branches of the public revenue ; and that there ſhall be provided 
ant kept at the office of the Auditor of the ſaid receipt, during 
the ſaid period of ten years, a book or books in which the ſaid re- 
me inder of the monies arifing from the ſaid duties, and paid into 
the ſaid receipt, ſhall, together with the monies ariſing from any 
other rates or duties, granted in this ſeſſion of parliament for the 
purpoſe of defraying ſuch increaſed charges as aforeſaid, be en- 
tered ſeparate and apart from all other monies paid or payable to 
his Majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, on any account whatever. 

And be it further enacted, that if any action or ſuit ſhall be 
brought or commenced againſt any perſon or perſons for any 
thing done in purſuance of this act, then, and in every ſuch caſc, 
the {aid action or ſuit ſhall be commenced within fx calander 
months after the fact committed, and not afterwards, and ſhall be 
brought in the county or place where the cauſe of action ſhall 
ariſe, and not eiſewhere ; and the defendant or defendants in ſuch 
action or ſuit to be brought, may plead the general iſſue, and give 
this act, and the ſpecial matter in evidence, at any trial to be had 
thereupon, and that the fame was done in purſuance and by the 
authority of this act; and if it ſhall appear to be fo done, or it 
any ſuch action or fuit ſhall be brought after the time before li- 
mited for bringing the ſame, or ſhall be brought in any othe: 
county, city, or place, then as aforeſaid, then, and in every ſuc} 
caſe, the jury ſhall find for the defendant or defendants ; and il 
upon ſuch verdict, or if the plaintiff or plaintiffs ſhall become nor- 
ſuit, or diſcontinue his, her, or their action, or if a verdict ſhall 
paſs againſt the plaintiff or plaintiffs, or if upon demurrer, judge- 
ment ſhall be given againſt the plaintiff or plaintiffs, the defend. 
ant or defendants ſhall and may recover treble coſts and have the 
like remedy for the fame as any defendant or defendants hath ot 
have for coſts of ſuit in other caſes by law. 
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41 —— 1,301 16 © 8 — 225 20 
42 —— 1,283 16 © $8 — 213 20 
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the | the Value of the the | the | Value of the 
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88 68 181 14 © 83 24 204 14 © 
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8 0 197 13 © 88 6 203 11 © 
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8427 199 1 © 88 3 194 © 
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. TABLE II. — Continued. 
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* off Ages of Ages of A es of 
. ag 2 Value of the the | he Value of the 
ou Elder (Young) Annuities. Eldet Feng | Annuities. 
q > Lives. |erLives. Lives. erLives. 
4 fo 4. d. Le $5. d. 
9 85 80 160 16 © 85 35 239 16 © 
3 35 79 165 15 © 85 34 240 1 © 
7 85 78 170 14 © 85 33 240 6 o 
1 35 77 175 13 © 85 32 240 11 © 
44 8 76 1380 12 © 85 31 240 16 © 
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1 85 72 196 15 o 85 27 241 14 © 
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i 35 67 211 2 o N 85 22 242 14 oO 
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84 33 255 3 © 83 72 218 © o 
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34 31 255 14 © 83 | 70 225 16 © 
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bo” . 44 
. 81 53 297 16 © 81 I >. Wk--V' © 
2 31 54 299 1 0 31 8 321 18 O 
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Fe 87 50 202 13 o 81 5 717 
| 81 49 303 16 © 81 4 310 14 © 
81 43 304 19 © 81 3 30 2 © 
81 47 z06 2 © 81 a 289 18 © 
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$1 45 397 19 © — — — —— 
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$1 43 309 y 0 80 7 214 $ © 
; 81 42 310 4 © 80 7 222 © 0 
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{1 81 36 314 4 © 80 72 263 6 o 
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'v1 81 32 316 © o 80 6 284 © 0 
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3 J Elder Voung- Annuities. Eider [Young-! Innuſtics. ] 
= Lives. ſer Lives Lives ſer Lives. | = 
| ö „„. . Ii. 5{4 4. 
3 79 34 363 6 o | 78 68 39 18 o 
1 79 | 33 363 16 © 78 | 67 324 4 0 
I 99 | 3x | 36+ 7 0 „„ 
19 79 31 364 17 O 78 65 372 16 o 
4 79 30 365 8 © 78 64 3327 2 0 
| 79 29 365 13 © 78 63 244 3 6 
| 79 23 266 V6 © 78 62 340 2 0 
1 79 27 366 14 o 78 61 246 16 „ 
: 79 | 26 367 2 0 78 60 349 10 0 
N 79 25 [367 10 0 78 59 352 4 0 
4 79 24 367 18 o 78 58 354 1 © 
N 79 | 23 zes 8 © 73 | 57 | 33617 0 
5 79 22 368 18 0 78 56 353 17 o 
4 79 21 369 8 0 78 55 360 16 o 
24 79 20 369 1> 0 78 54 362 16 © 
il 79 1 3-0-8 0 78 53 364 16 © 
' 79] 7 371 10 © 71536 9 „ 
23 79 17 372 12 © 78 51 368 3 
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62 60 -boo 13 0 | 62 15 776 10 & 
62 5 beg 8 0 62 14 779 15 © 
62 | $3 .| 618 4 © 62 13 7 3 0 © 
62 57 627 © © 62 142 | 786 6 @ 
62 |, 56 633 12 © | 62 11 785 12 © 
62 | 5s 640 4 © 62 10 734 13 0 
62 | 54 646 16 © | 62 q 784 4 © 
6233 633 8 © | 62 783 10 © 
62 52 6 o © 62 * | 702 16 © 
62 | 51 665 10 © | 62 6 772 $ 0 
62 50 671 © © 62 759 4 a 
62 676 o a 62 |. Þ 749 12 @ 
bz | KY 682 © © | 62 3 723 12 0 
62 | 47. 687 10 0 62 2 blg $ 0 
62 46 691 15 © | 62 C3 A. i © 
bz | 45 . | 696 0 9 — | — — —— 
62 44. 7000 5 © | 6x | 61 603 ©& © 
6a 43 704 10 9 | 6x | 60 611 14 © 
62 | 4a. | 708 16 © 61 | $ 620 $ 0 
62 | 4% | 91a 7 60 | 61 | 53. | 629 2 0 
62 | 40 715 13 0 61 5 637 16 © 
62 | 3 719 9 © 61 5 646 10 0 
62 3 1923... ©, | 61 $5 653 2 @ 
62 37 726 10 0 61 $4 » 089 14 @ 
bg 36 729 3 0 61 53 5 6 a 
bz | 35 731 16 © 61 52 672 18 0 
bz | 34 74 9 0 6x | 51 679 10 © 
62 33 737. 2 0 61 50 685 2 0 
62 32 739 14 0 61 | 4 69o 15 0 
bz | 31 741 Is © 61 | 4 696 7 @ 
62 | 30 743 16 © | 61 | 4 702 0 
6a | 29 1*g45s 27 0 | 61 | 4s 707 12 © 
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2 of 
the 
Young- 
erLives. 


* 


Valkue of the 
Annuities. 
14. To d. 
138 0 
716 3 © 
720 8 © 
724 14 0 
729 © © 
731 11 © 
736 3 o 
739 14 © 
743 6 © 
746 18 O 
749 11 © 
752 4 © 
754 17 © 
757 10 © 
760 2 © 
762 3 © 
764 4 © 
766 5 © 
768 6 © 
770 38 © 
TS 0 
773 14 © 
. 
e 
778 14 © 
781 13 © 
784 12 © 
787 11 © 
790 10 © 
793 10 © 
+ 4%; Bu 
n 
802 19 © 
$806 2 © 
809 4 © 
806 5 © 
803 6 © 
800 7 0 
779 8 © 
794 8 0 
780 2 © 
767 10 0 
742 6 © 
706 12 © 
61a 6 © 


N 
ol [Ages 
. 5 Valle of the 
Elder {Young-} Annuities. 
Lives, ſerLives. 
| Wo * d. 
60 60 _ 12 0 
60 31 0 
60 3 039 8 o 
bo | 57 648 11 © 
bo | 56 657 4 © 
bo | 5s 5 8 0 
60 54 672 10 o 
60 53 679 2 0 
60 52 685 14 © 
60 51 692 6 o 
60 50 698 18 © 
60 | | | 704 12 0 
60 — 710 6 o 
60 47 | 716 © o 
60 46 721 14 © 
60 45 727 8 © 
60 44 731 14 „ 
bo 43 736 1 0 
50 42 740 7 © 
2 41 744 14 © 
40 749 © 0 
Go | 39 |} 752 11 0 
60 | 38 — 13.9 
60 37 759 14 © 
60 36 763 6 o 
6 | 35 766 18 © 
60 | 34 76g 11 o 
bo | 33772 4 0 
6o | 33.| 774 17 © 
6o 31 777 10 0 
60 30 780 4 0 
60 ap 782 5 o 
60 78 '7 „ 
6o 27 786 8 © 
60 26 788 10 0 
60 25 890 12 0 
6o | 24 [792 7 © 
bo | 23 794 3.9 
60 | F279 180 
60 21 797 14 0 
60 20 799 10 0 
60 19 803 0 0 
60 18 $6 10. 0 
60 17 810 0 0 
6⁰ 16 | $13 10 
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60 15 
60 | 14 
60 | 13 
60 | 12 
50 11 
60 10 
60 
69 8 
60 7 
60 6 
6o 5 
60 4 
60 
6 4 
60 I 
59 5 
59 5 
59 57 
59 | $6 
$9 $5 
59 34 
59 35 
5 
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4 
9 
. 
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89 44 
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0 
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TABLE 11,— Continued. 


Ages of Ages of 
the the | Value of the 
Elder |{Young-] Annuities. 
Lives. jerLiver. 
Wo 3. d. 
58 44 760 ᷣ m9 o 
58 43 | 766 © © 
58 | 42 | 779 9 © 
58 | 41 | 774 19 © 
58 | 40 | 779 8 © 
58 3 783 18 0 
58 3 788 8 0 
$3 | 37 | 791 18 © 
— 36 | 795 9 © 
35 79% 19 © 
55 34 802 10 © 
58 33 866 © 0 
58 130 808 15 o 
58 318171 o 
58 30 813 19 © 
58 29 816 12 © 
58 28 [819 6 © 
88 27 $21- 8 © 
58 26 823 11 © 
58 25 825 13 © 
58 24 827 16 o 
58 23 829 18 © 
58 | 22 | 832 7 o 
58 21 834 16 © 
58 | 20 | 837 5 © 
538 | 19 | 839 14 0 
58 18 8432 4 0 
58 I 846 4 © 
$3 | 1 850 4 © 
58 15 854 4 © 
58 14 858 4 © 
58 13862 4 © 
58 12 863 1x 0 
58 11 864 19 © 
58 10 866 6 © 
58 2 867 14 © 
58 869 2 0 
58 7 $61. 38 © 
58 6 851 18 0 
88 8 837 18 © 
58 4 825 2 © 
58 3 798 22 © 
a8 +4 758 8 © 
88 1 655 10 0 
53 — — — 0 


*. 


Ages of 


the | the Value of the 
Elder Voupg-“ Annuities. 
Lives. er Lives. : 
[ 
7 10 © 
4 5 638 18 0 
57 55. 597 6 © 
$7 54 705 14 © 
$7 | $3; 7% 2 0 
$7 $3. 724 10 0 
$7 31 729 9 © 
$7 50 736 9 - 
$7 2 | 743 0 
57 759 8 © 
87 | 47 757 $ 0 
$7 | 46 | 762 17 © 
57 4 142 
57 771 6 © 
57 4 77 6 0 
$7 .|. 42 | 784 16 © 
57 | 41 | 739. 7 © 
57 40 791 18 © 
1. 98 98 
57 3 OJ 0 © 
57 37 | 807 12 © 
57 36 81 12 0 
57 35 314 21 © 
57 38 81 0 © 
57 345 82x 10 0 
Kine. 
n © 
57 30330 6 0- 
57 | 29+} $32 19 © 
57 | 28 358 12 © 
57 27 83 6 © 
57 1 26 | 840. 9 © 
o 7.47 842 12 0 
$7 4 | 844 15 © 
57 23 846 18 © 
57 22 | 349g 2.0. 
ne 
57 20 855 © 0 
5 | v9 1 | $577 39; © 
57 18 860 18 © 
57 | 17, | $63.18 © 
$7 | 26] $67:15 © 
57 i5*-| $72" 18 ©. 
57 14 875 18 0 
37 13 875 8 % 
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Ages of Ages of Ages off Ages of L 
the he Value of the the the | Value of the 
Elder [Young- | Annuities, Elder |Young- | Annuities. 
Lives. er Lives. Lives. ives.| ' 

. 4 4. d. 4. 45 4. 
87 12 883 18 0 56 | 42 361 7 © 
57 it $83 9 © 56 23 863 10 © 
57 10 883 00 0 56 22 365 14 © 
57 9 $32 11 © 56 21 867 18 © 
57 882 2 0 56 20 871 9 0 
57 7 $31 14 © | 56 I 87 1 0 
67 6 871 0 0 56 I $78 12 © 
67 $ 3856 6 0 56 17 $82 4 o 
$7 4 | $42 16 © 56 16 $85 16 © 
87 3 815 4 © 56 | 15 889 13 3 
57 2 775 12 © | 56 14 $93 11 0 
57 1 669 18 9g 56 | 13 $97 8 © 
— — — — 09 56 12 got 6 © 
56 56 699 6 o 56 11 9s 4 0 
56 55 707 12 0 56 10 02. 4 0 
6 | $4 715 19 o 56 | 9 99 4 © 
56 | $3 74% 5 0 56 896 4 0 
56 82 732 12 © 56 7 893 4 © 
56 51 | 749 8 0 56 6 890 4 0 
56 50 747 19 © 56 5 874 "4 0 
90 755 1 0 56 4 $60 0 
56 4 762 2 0 56 3 331 16 © 
86 47 769 4 0 | 56 2 7 18 © 
<< 46 | 776 © 56 I 6 6 o 
56 45. | 781.15 © — | — — — 2 
66 787 4 0 SS 55 719 18 © 
5 | 43 92 13 © 5s 4 726 3 © 
56 | 42.:{ 798. 2 © 5s | 53 734 9 & 
55 41 803 10 0 | 5s þ $2 743 14 © 
56 40 $$ 1 0 1 5s þ $1 758 © © 
6 3 812 13 0 | 55 50 759g 6 0 
<6 3 $17 4 © 58 766 8 © 
937 821 16 © 535 4 773 10 © 
|. 36 826 8 © 58 | 47 730 12 © 
56 | 35 829 7 © 5s 456 787 14 0- 
< | 34 | $33,. © © 58 |- 43 |] 794 16 © 
$ | 33, | $36. 15 © 58 „ | Bod 5 & 
56. | 32 840 4 © 5s | 43 805 14 & 
56 31 [84 12 © 5s 4 3 1 © 
56 20 846 5 © $5 41 $16 12 0 
56 29 848 19 0 585 4% 322 2 0 
5 28 $52, 12 © 56 | 3 $26 13 0 
* |, 27 $54, 6 © 583 331 4 © 
56 | 26 3857 ©. 5837 835 18 # 
K 25 | 35g 3 © 55 | 36 0 
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TA BLE II. —Comtimued. 


and | | LEN Fe 
Ages of Ages 6! Ages of Age of A 
2 1 2 Value of the = 1 "A V:lue of the | 
Elder |Young-| Annuities. Eder |Y oung- Annuitics, E 
Lives. |erLives. Lives. er Lives. * 
— * ä 4 K Tx * 5 * 
fo 6. 4. . . t: 

55 35 844 16 © 54 43 | 866 © © 
55 34 848 4 © 54 44 913 0 o | 
$5 | 33 851 13 © $4 |. 43 818 10 © | 
$5 | 33 358 i © 54 | 42 $24 1 0 ü 
55 31 858 10 0 54 41 829 11 © 4 
55 30 | 361 18 © 5& 40 | 835 10 
55 2 864 12 © 54 3 840 12 © k 
35 | 2 867 6 © | 54 | 3 845 10 { 
$5 | 27 | 8750 © © 5 | 37 $49 10 © s 
55 26 872 14 © 54 36 853 19 © $ 
55 | 25 | 87s © 8 ' 39 $58 0 $ 
$5 | 24 | 877 14 © 54 | 34 362 18 © $ 
55 | 23 | 889 © © 54 33 866 $ © 5 
55 22 88a 6 © $$ [37 869 14 © 5 
55 | 21 | 884 12 © 54 | 37 $73 2 0 5 
55 20 886 18 0 54 30 876 10 o 5 
55 I 891 1 © $4 29 879 18 © 5 
35 1 895 4 © 5& | 28 882 12 © 5 
55 17 899 7 © 84 | 27 885 6 o 5 
55 | 16 903 10 © 54 26 883 0 o $ 
55 | 15 | 907 14 © 54 | 25 890 14 0 5 
5S | 14 | 912 $5 © 54 | 24 893 0 5. 
55 } 13 | 914 7 © | 54 | 23 | $95 19 0 5 
55 12 918 0 54 | 22 898 11 0 5: 
55 11 922 © © 54 21 901 2 © 5² 
55 10 925 12 0 54 | 20 903 14 o 57 
55 2 925 14 0 54 I 906 6 © 7 
55 8 923 2 © 54 | 1 910 17 © 33 
55 7 916 12 0 54 17 9185 8 © 53 
55 6 2 22 54 16 | 919 19 0 $3 
$5 5 93 2 © 54 15 924 10 0 $3 
55 4 878 2 © 54 7 99m: ©:0 53 
55 3 | 348 6 0 54 | 13 932 2 0 $3 
5s e 4 54 | w | 935 2 „ 53 
OS IE AS BY 54 11 938 3 © $3 
A _ m—_— 54 10 941 4 © $3 
54 | 54 | 736 4 © 54 2 944 4 © 55 
$4 | 33 744 1x © 54 $35. ; 23-0 $3 
54 | 52 | 752 18 © 54 7 $34 2 0 $3 
3: 40] n+ 50. 54 | '6 | 923 13 0 $3 
54 | 59 | 769 12 © 54 5 gcg, 6 © 53 
5+ | 49 | 7738 jo © 54 4 | 395 4 © $3 
54 | 48 785 0 54 3 864 18 © $3 
WW 1 47 | 992: { 0f'o 54 (2 82x $ © $3 
56 | 46 | 799 0 © ' 54 | oF © 4 [YoP+-14* © 33 
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— PR = * D N 
* | — * 2 — —— — — 
Ages of Ages of | Ages * 4 | * 
the the Value of the the the } Valve of the + 
Elder |Young-| Annuities. Elder Voung-“ Aunulties. 
Lives. ſer Lives. Lives. er Lives. 
i £o 4. d. K. 4. 4. 
331 52 754 3 83239592 2 © 
$3 52 762 16 © Wk 951 10 © 
53 $1 771 $ © an + 940 16 © 
53 50 79 13 © WW -& 92 20 D 
$3 4 78 2 © 53. 4 11 $ 0 
53 4 796 10 © | 9 -4::3 82 10 0 
53 | 47 | $93. 7 0 $3 þ 2 | $36 14 © 
53 46 810 4 © | 2-5 722 10 9 
3345 | $17, 2 0 | > V4. = 42+ 
53 | 4+ | $823 18 0 52 | 52 | 773 6 © 
5$3 | 43 830 16 © 52 51 780 15 © 
53 |. J $36 7 o 52 50789 5 © 
53 43 | 34x 18 © 52 } 49 | 797 14 © 
53 | 4% | 847, 9 o 52 | 438 8 4 0 
$3 3 352 © © $2 37 814 14 © 
$3 3 858 12 © $2 46 821 $ © 
$3 37 863 © © $2 45 8328 3 0 
$3 36 | 867 8 0 52 44 334 7 © 
$3 35 | 3721 16 52 | 43 | 342 12 © 
$3 |. 34-|} 376 4 © 52 | 42. | 348 6 © 
$3 33 880 12 © $2 41 853 18 © 
53 32 | $33 9 0 52 | 49 | $859 10 © * 
$3 | 38 "32" .7 9 $52 3 868 2 © 
53 30 38390 14 © | 52 |} 3 879 14 © 
32 þ 2 894 2 © 52 | 37 | $76 6 o 
8 1.2 897 10 © $2 36 830 13 © 
$3 þ 27 | 990 4 2 52 } 35 | 335 0 © 
53 J 26 [902 19 32 34839 7 © 
3325 90s 13 © 5z þ 33 | 393 14 © 
$3 24 go8 8 © 52 32 898 © © 
$3 23 911 2 0 52 31 gol 7 - 
53 22 914 1 0 3a 4 39 904 14 © 
$3 33 3} 927 1, 0 52 | 29 \ 908 1 © 
$3 20 920 © © 52 2 git $ © 
53 I 923 ©. 0 52 27 914 16 o 
$3 13 926 © © 52 26 917 10 © 
55 17, 830 15 0 52 [25 9 $, © 
$3 | 1s | 935 10 © 52 | 23 | 923 19 © 
$3 | 2s 940 5 © $2 23 925 7 o 
53 | 24 945 © © 4s. 3. a9 928 0 
33 4:33 15 $49: 24.0 $2 21 931 19 © 
53 12 951 11 0 52 20 935 10 0 
53 n | 953 9.9 3. $4.3 939 1 
$3 10 95s 6 © $2 I 942 12 © 
331 9 | $57, 4 0 52 j 17 | 946 2 
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TABLE II. Continued. 
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Ages of Ages of e. 
the | the Valve of the the | the | Valueof the 
Elder |[Voung-| Annuities, Elder fYoung-|] Annuities 
Lives. |erLives Lives. ſer Lives. 
| G | „„ 84 -< 
* 126 | 950 17 © 51 | 23 | 939 19 © 
42 | 15 955 12 © 51 22 942 14 o 
52 |} 14 | 960 7 © st 21 | 945. 8 0 
4> | 23 968 2 © 51 10 949 12 © 
5$3 |} 12 969 16 0 51 19 | 953. 17 o 
42 | nt 969 13 © 51 18 958 x © 
52 | x0 f 969 10 © 51 17 962 6 © 
52 9 96g 7 © SI 16 966. 10 © 
5 9969 4 © 38. | 26] $72: x0 
32 } 7 | 969g © 6 51 14 | 975 13 0 
$2 |} 6 957 12 © 51 13 980 4 © 
52 5 | 942 16 © 51 12984 16 © 
32 | 4 |] 927 4 © 51 | 12 |' 939. $ 0 
m7 0« $96 10 0 51 10 936. 8 0 
52 2 | $52 0 0 | 51 9 | 933 9 0 
32 I 735 4 © $1 $ 980 9 0 
— — — — 0 51 7 977 10 0 
$1 51 790 9 © 51 6 974 10 0 
$1 50 758 10 © 51 5 958 0 0 
$1 49 70% 1 © 51 4 942 18 © 
$2 48 815 11 © £1 3 11 10 © 
81 } 47 $824 2 © 51 2 66 © © 
51 46 832 12 © 51 1 | 747 18 © 
ST 44 845 18 © 50 50 8038 2 o 
51 | 43 $52 11 © 50 49 | 816 11-0 
$2 42 859 4 © 80 435253 o © 
Sr | 4r 865 16 © 50 47 $33 9 o 
51 40 871 7 © 50 46 841 18 © 
: $7 39 $76 19 © 50 45 850 6 © 
51 38 [382 10 © 50 44 856 18 © 
51 27 [88383 2 © 50 43 $63 11 0, 
51 | 36 [3893 14 o 50 43 870 : @ 
51 | 35] $97 ty © 50 | 41 | 376 16 0 
$1 34 go2 5 © 59, | 40 383 30 
„ gq3*4 $06; 20! © 50 39 838 18 0 
51 32 970 16 o 50 % 38 894 9 © 
ST 1< 32 915 2 0 80 37 899 19 0 
514 30 | 97 0 50 36905 10 © 
$5" | -*29 921 16 © 50 35 911 0 
$1 a 926 3 © 59. | ,34 | 915 4% 
SF 27 | 928 10 © 30 f 32 *Jo 929 % „ 
57 26 931 16 © 50 33 % 923 33 
Sx 25 [ 934 10 © 50 31-1, 9% as „% 
51 1 24 ö . : l. 39%; % 932 23 44 
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TABLE Il.—Gmninued. 
Ages | Ages | 
Value of the of the | of the Vale of the 
Annuities. Elder [Young- | Annuities. 
» Lives. er Lives. | 
4. 45 d. 14. 4» d. 
93 ? 0 49 | 34 928 12 © 
48... 49 33 932 15 © 
942 3 © 49 32 | 936 19 © 
945 10 © 49 31 941 2 © 
848 16 © 49 30 948 6 
991 213 © | 49 | 29 | 949. 10 © 
954 10 © 49 28 952 16 © 
957 7 © 49 | 27 | 956 3 © 
9 4 © 49 | 26 959 9 © 
963 © © 49 25 962 16 © 
967 17 0 49 24 966 2 © 
97 14 © 49 | 23 | 969g 5 „ 
9779 11 © 49 22 972 8 © 
982 8 © | 49 21 975 1t © 
987 4 © 49 | 20 9758 14 & 
991 $9 ©_ 49 | 1 981 26 = 
95 14 © 49 I 987 10 
999 19 © 49 | 17 | 992 6 © 
1,004 4 © 49 | 16 997 11 © 
4,0 8 10 © 49 15 1, 00e 16 © 
1, 18 © 49 14 1,008 o © 
1,007 18 © 49 13 1.011 13 © 
t, 1 © © 49 12 1,016 © 
990 4 © 49 11 1,018 19 © 
974 4 © 49 10 {1,022 12 © 
958 14 © 49 3 1,026 6 © 
26 12 © 49 1,024 2 © 
80 © o 49 7 15017 3 © 
759 14 49 6 1,005 16 © 
— — © 49 5 989 8 © 
826 12 © 49 4 974 28 © 
534 19 © 49 3 941 12 © 
843 o 49 2 894 2 © 
881 13 © 49 1 77t 120 
860 0 49. | — | — — 0 
868 6 © 49 | 43 848 6 0 
874 19 © 49 | 47 | 853 9 © 
881 12 © 49 46 861 13. © 
49 | 41 888 $ 0 49 45 $69 16 © 
49 40 $94 18 0 49 44 $53. 0 © 
49 | 4 901 10 © 49 43 886 4 ® 
49 3 906 18 0 49 42 892 17 © 
49 | 37 912 7 0 49 | 41 999 o &@ 
49 | 36 | 917 15 © 49 40 | 906 3 0 
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TABLE II.—Continued. 


- 
s off Ages of ; Ages vi Ages of ” A; 
* -] 1a Value of the the the Value of the | 
Elder Yourg- Annuities, - {der [Young- Annuities. * 
Lives, er Lives“ Lives. [erLives. L. 
* | £. . 1. yew 4 
43 38 919 10 © 47 41 910 % © b 
43 | 37 924 16 © 47 | 40 | 917 0 4 
43 | 36 | 939 3 0 47 | 3 923 13 0 4 
43 | 35 935 9 © 47 13 920 6 0 4 
43 | 34 949 16 © 47. | 37 | 937 o o 4 
8 | 33 | 946 2 0 47 | 39 942 4 © 4 
. 43 | 32 | 9509 4 © 47 | 35 | 947 9 o + 
43 | 31 22 7 0 47 | 34 | 952 15 0 4 
43 | 30 9 9 0 4733 | 957 18 oO + 
48 7 962 12 © 47 32 903 2 0 44 
48 966 14 © 47 31 967 4 0 44 
48 | 27 | 9750 o o 47,] | 928 60 4 
43 | 26 | 973 7 „ 4&7 | 29 | 975 8 © 40 
43 | 25. | 976 13 © 47 2 | 979 1 0 4/ 
4824 980 © o 47 | 27 932 12 0 40 
48 23 888 6 © 47 26 [986 18 o 40 
48 | 22 | 986 17 0 47 | 25 | 999 4 © 46 
43 | 21 | 990 8 © 47 | 24 | 993 1 0 4% 
43 | 20 | 993. 19 o 47 | 23 | 996 16 0 40 
48 | 1 997 10 © 47 | #2 % 2 0 45 
48 I 1500 2 © 47 2 {1,004 5 © 46 
48 17 1,06 11 © 47 20 [1,008 8 o 49 
48 16 1,012 © o 47 I 1,012 11 © 49 
43 15 1,017 9 © 47 1 1,016 14 © 46 
48 14 | 1,022 18 © 47 17 1,020 16 o 46 
48 13 |1,028 8 0 47 16 1,06 5 © 46 
48 12 1,030 16 © 47 | 15 |1,03r 14 © 40 
48 | 11 11,033 4 © 47 | 14 j1037 3 © * 
48 10 [1,035 12 © 47 | 13 [1,042 12 © 46 
48 ? 1,033 OO o 47 12 [1,048 2 © 46 
48 1,000 8 0 47 it 1,048 6 o 46 
48 7 1% 3 2 0 47 10 1,048 10 © 4 
48 6 1,021 10 © 47 9 1,043 14 o 4 
48 5 1,004 10 0 47 1,043 18 © 45 
48 4 988 18 o 9 12049 2 0 4 
48 3 956 120 47 6 | 2,047 2 0 4.6 
48 2 9os 2 © 47 5 [1,019 14 © 45 
43 I 783 8 o 47 4 ,o, 8 © 4 
ww | 2 — 8 47 3 970 2 0 — 
47 47 863 14. © 47 2 g923 2 0 46 
47 46 871 14 © 47 6 69 796 6 0 45 
467 | 45 | 279 24 © — 2 4 - ? 46 
47 44+ 887 14 © 46 | 46 881 © 56 46 
47 | 43 895 14 0 | 46 17 889 3 9 ®.. 
43* [903 4 1 ” ." 1 Vx” | 897 6 9 +3 | 
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Ages of Ages of 3 
E vas | . 
Elder [Young-| Annuities, Elder Veung po or * 
Lives. er Lives. Lives. 2 cs 
Wann 
a * | 7 8 K. Ts d. 
6 | 4.| $3. 5 0 423 Nen 
46 þ 4x 921 0_ © 45 42 44 12 
% ya7 12 © 441 A 
46 32 934 4 „ 45 | 49 52 3 2 
46 | 3 940 - 16 © 45 þ 39 + — 
2 1 24 
954 © © 
46 | 35 | 959, 3 „ 4 | 36 3 2 © 
4 34 2 6 p 45 35 es @ 
75 | — 55 12 0 45 3+ 975 13 © 
2 132 22 24 9 13 32 89 15 2 
30 9 15 © 
4 | 29 | $87 16 © 2 * 3 2 
46 | 2 991 27 © 45 29 — 18 2 
35 2 8 2 by + l 999 IS © 
46 26 1,009. 9 © 45 27 200k 2 
40 | 25 1,003 . 6 © 45 | 26 15573 82 
4 24 1,000 12 © 45 28 1216 fs 
46 | 2 1,0cg 13 © 45 24 . 52 
45 122 1,01 4 © 45 23 Las 32 
40 21 1501 10 © 45 22 10025 12 
46 20 1, 7 © 45 21 2 9 
46 19 1,026 4 © 45 20 n. 23 
46 18 3-033. f 0 45 19 Lok 7:9 
46 17 1,35 18 © 45 18 158. Pb + 
29 16 1,049. 16 © 45 17 9 — 3 
46 15 1,046 11 © 45 .6 59 75 86 
46 14 , 7 © 45 15 1585 19 
46 13 1,053. 2 © 45 14 Like 1 
46 12 1,063 18 45 13 A 22 
4 11 1,069 14 o 45 12 5 : : 
46 19 1,066. 6 © 45 11 3. 40 : 
46 9 1,062, 19 © 47 10 oo 1 
46 | 1,059 11 ©. 45 9 ky, 86 1 
4h 7 . 1,056. 4 0 45 8 108 42 
46 6 4 1,053 16 © 45 7 13 24 
46 5 1,934 16 © 48 |. 6 11066 6 * 
46 + 1,017 16 © 45 5 iy 2 
4h 3 9383 12 © 45 4 wet? Þ + 
46 |. 2 034 10 © 45 83 
46 x 807 2 © 45 4 * 2 : 
21 —— 45 5 wits 
+43 þ 45 879 9 8 — — . 2c As P 
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TABLE II.—Continued. 


Ages of Ages of 
the 


the 
Elder 


Young- 


Lives. jerLives. 
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Ages of|Ages o 
Value of the the | the Value of the 
Annuities. Elder |Young- Annuities, 
Lives, |erLives. 

” of 6. d. = _— 
N 4143 932 12 © 
923 16 © 43 | 42 940 8 0 
931 12 © 43 | 41 943 4 0 
939 8 „ 43 | 40 956 © © 
947 4 0 43 | 39 963 16 © 
955 © © 43 | 383 978 12 9 
961 7 © 43 | 37 977. 16 © 
967 15 © 43 | 36 984 1 0 
974 2 © 43 35 83 9 
980 10 0 43 34 996 10 © 
986 18 o 43 33 1, 0 14 © 
991 17 © 43 32 | 1,007 12 © 
995 16 © 43 31 1,013 10 © 
1, 15 © 43 20 1,017 8 o 
1,006 14 © 43 2 1,022 6 © 
15011 14 © 43 2 1,027 4 © 
»015 14 o 43 27 1,031 3 © 
1,019 14 © 43 26 1,035 2 0 
1,023 14 © 43 25 1,039 1 © 
1,027 14 © 43 24 1,044 0 © 
1031 14 © 43 23 1,047 © © 
1,035 8 o 43 22 1,0ũ61 3 © 
1,039 2 © 43 21 1,055 ©6 © 
1,042 16. © 43 20 1,059 9 © 
1,045 10 © 43 19 1,063 12 © 
1,050 4 © 43 13 1,067 14 © 
64.3.0 43 17 1,073 17 © 
1,062 , 2. © 43 16 1,089 © o 
1,068 1 0 43 15 1,086 3 0 
1,074 Oo o 43 14 1, 6 © 
1,079 18 © 43 13 1,098 10 © 
1,084 2 © 43 12 1,101 $ © 
1,088 8 0 43 11 1,104 6 © 
5092 13 © 43 10 1,107 4 © 
1,096 18 © 43 9 1,110 2 0 
1,10 4 © | 43 8 1,112 © 0 
1,008 10 © 43 7 1,105 ©. © 
1,091. 0 o 43 | 6 1,093 6 © 
1,079 16 © } 43 5 19076 © © 
1,063 © © 43 4 1,659 8 0 
1,646 16 © 43 3 | 1,024 4 0 
I,010 14 O 43 2 71 10 © 
59. 4 © 43 | 2 37 13.0 
27 14 © | a | ek - e 
— — 42 4% | 949 2 © 
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Ages of | A of Ages of| Ages 6 
the the Value of the the | | vf the Value of the 
Elder 3 Annuities. Elder Young- Annuities, 
Lives. er Lives. Lives. er Lives. 
7 8 4 £+ #5 d, 
42 | 41 956 16 © 4t | 38 988 7 0 
42 40 964 11 © 41 37 999 10 © 
4239 922 5 © 41 36 1,003 14 © 
4 |" 3 980 © © 41 | 35 1,009 13 © 
42 | 37 987 14 © 4r | 34 1,015 13 © 
42 36 993 16 © 41 33 1,021 12 © 
42 | 35 999 18 © 41 | 33 1,027 12 © 
42 34 1,006 © © 41 31 1033 12 © 
42 33 1,0% 2 © 41 30 1,03 7 0 
42 32 1,018 4 © 41 2 1,043 2 0 
42 31 1,023 © © 41 2 1,047 17 © 
42 30 1,027 17 © 41 27 1,052 12 © 
42 2 1,032 13 0 41 26 1,057 8 o 
4 2 1,037 10 © 41 25 1,0 5 © 
4 27 1, % 6 © 41 24 robs 3 0 
4226 1,046 4 © 41 23 15069 0 © 
42 | 25 1% 3 © 41 | 22 1,072 18 © 
42 | 24 %% 1 0 41 | 21 | 1,076 16 0 
42 23 1,08 © © 41 20 1,082 6 © 
42 22 1,061 18 © 41 Ig 1087 17 © 
42 21 1,066 c o 41 18 1,093 7 © 
42 20 1,071 o 41 I7 1,098 18 0 
42 1 1,076 3 0 41 16 1,104 8 o 
42 18 | 2,080 18 © 41 Is 1,110 7 © 
42 17 [1.085 12 © 41 14 1,116 6 © 
42 16 1,091 15 © 41 13 1,122 5 © 
42 15 1,097 19 0 41 12 1,123 4 © 
42 14 1,104 2 0 41 17 1,134 0 
42 13 1,110 6 © 41 10 1,131 0 
42 12 1,116 10 © 41 9 1,128 12 © 
42 11 1,117 © © 41 8 1,125 16 © 
42 10 1,117 10 © 41 7 1,223 10 
42 1,118 © © 41 6 17120 6 © 
42 ; 1,118 10 © 41 5 1,102 © 0 
42 7 1,119 © 0 4r [© 4 Þ] © 1,84 10 © 
42 6 1,106 16 © 4r | 3 1,048 © © 
42 85 1,89 0 © 411 2 95 0 9 
42 4 t,072 0 © 41 3 858 10 0 
42 3 1,036 ᷣ 2 © — — — — 
42 2 9383 18 © 40 | 40 982 © © 
42" | © 1 848 4 0 40 | 39 989 10 © 
41 41 965 8 © 40 37 1,004 11 © 
41 40 973 1 0 49 | 36 [1,02 2 © 
41 | 39 9 14 © 40 35 1,019 12 © 
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—— ṹ ugh 


— 


e 


* 
i am een Srmen. 8 — 
_— - 5 
— 5 * 1 " * — Y 4 
_ mn. — * 


—— 
= — - 
— Way 
_— . 
wa, 4 
2 g 


——_— 
— 


. TINS hate 
r 
— !!!! , - 

wu 
—— Rs 
— — — —— 


=Y 


„ „„ 44 


—_—_ 
+; - Ih 


— 
1 0 ——_—— 2 


2 * 


— ” 
— 1 — — * 4 1 
—— _—— 4 — 


( 68 ) 


—— ——————————————— 
TABLE II. —Ontinue d. 
4 | ; 8 oe” 
Ages off Ages of 1 Ages * 0 | 
the | the Value of the the . the. Value of the 
Elder Y cung Anauities. Elder Y oung| Ac nvities. 
Lives. |erLives. Lives. |erLives. 
1. * d. 4. 4. d. 
34 | 1,025- 9 0 39 29 2,0% 4 0 
49 |, 33 1,031 7 © 39 28 þ 1,068, 27 © 
49 * 1,037 4 © 39 27 1,073, 40 0 
40 31 1,043: A 0 39 26 1 % 32 - 
40 30 1,049 - 0 3% |. 25 1,082 16 © 
40 |. 2 1,053- 14 0. 39» 24 1,087 8 o 
40 2 1,058 8 0 39 23 1,091 14 © 
40 | 27.4] 1,3, 2 0 39 22 1,096 0 © 
40 26 1,067 16 © 39 211,100 6 o 
40 25 1,072 10 © 39 20 1,104 12 © 
40 24 1,0% 9 o 39 19 1,108 18 © 
40 23 1,080 9 9 ty 18 J 1,115 10 © 
40 22 1,84 8 q 39 17 14,122 3 © 
40 | 21 „88 8 © 39 16 1,128 15 © 
40 20 1,092. 8 0 39 15 3,135 8 © 
40 "2 1,8 12 0 39 14 1,142 © © 
20 I 1,51 4 16 © 39 131,146 18 - 
40 17 1,111 © © 39 12 1,152 16 © 
40 16. [ 1, % 4 @; 39 11 2,156 14 © 
40 15 1.22%; $ @ 39 20 1,161 12 © 
40 14 1,128 19 © 3914 9 1,166 10 © 
40 13 1,134 11 0 39 8 1,164 8 © 
40 12 1,140 2 © 39 7 15156 14 © 
40 | 3 4 1,145,:14 © 39 6 | 1,144 14 © 
40 10 1,151 6 Q. 9194 11'S 1,146 12 © 
40 2 1,153 8 © 3914 1,109 14 © 
40 8 1,151 10 ©. 39. 3 [1,8571 18 0 
407 1,144 4 O 39 2 1,017 2 © 
49 6 1,132 10 .Q, 399 [621+ 877 0 © 
40 5 | 1,115, 0 © — — — — © 
40 4 1,97 2 @ 38 38 1,014 18 © 
a> LI 1,060 © © 38 37 1,022 1 0 
40 2 1, O ©. 38. 36 1, c29 5 0 
40 A 867 14 % 38, 35 1,36 00 
— — — — 6 38.34 1, 043 12 0 
39 39 998 120 38 33 1,050 16 {0 
39 | 38 | 1605-119 ©: 38 32 1,06 9 © 
39 37 4 :1,01%;z. 6 © 38: | 31 2v02 2 0 
59 J 35 1, ½j 132 0 38 30 1,067 1 Ot; 
39 35:4 1, 028, 0 0 38 2 1,073 0 
39 37 1, 3 8 © 382 1,079 10 
39 33 1, t 3 © 38. 27 þ 1,083 12 © 
39 |+ 3%: 1,46 18 © 3826 1, 88 4 © 
39 | 31 ] 1,52 13 0 3825 1 1092 15 © 
39 1:39.) ,.1,048- 8 0 38.24 | 1,097 7 0: 
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TABLE II. - Cantinted. 
_ i} i 
Ages of| Ages of | Ages off Ages of| 
the } the Vatue of the | the. the Value of the 
Eller |Youngy Annulties. | Elder Voung “ Annuit es. 
Lives. ſe Lives. Lives, et Lives- 
| £ + 4. d. 4. 45 o 
33 . 23 1,10 0 0 37 16 1,149 17 © 
38 2+ 1,106 15 0 37 i5 1,156 14 & 
38 2% „% 10. 0 37 | 124 1,103. 24 © 
38 20 1,116 $5 © 37 13 1,179 4 0 
38 19 1,121 © 0 37 12 1,177 $ » 
38 18 1,125 14 © 37 14 1,178 3 © 
33 | 27 | 1z13z 11 0 37 | ww 9 3 © 
VB 4 16 | 1,139 8 @- 37 3 1,1890 4 @- 
38 | 15 1,146 8 0 37 1,181 © © 
38 14 | ff {\ OO oY. 37 7 15181 13 @- 
33 13 1,160 © 0 37 6 1,169 © © 
38 12 | 1,163 9 © 37 $ 15149 18 » 
38 | 22 1,166 18 9g 37 4 175131 19 ®» 
3 10 1170 7 © 37 3 Iz 946 3 ® 
33 ? 1,173 16 © 37 2 11039 4 ®S 
33 1,177 4 © 37 1 395 10 0 
3 0 7 1,169 6 0 — — — ͤ — 0 
38 0 1,156 16 © 36 36 1,046 4 © 
38 8 1,138, 6 0. 30 } 33 1,053 1 © 
38 4 1,120. 16 @' 36 34 1059 18 & 
38 3 | 1083 16 0 36 33 1,066 I5 4 
33 2 1,028 2 © 36 3d 1,073 12 „ 
38 I 836 4 0 36 31 1,080 10 & 
* — — — 9g 36 30 1,085 19 0 
37 | 37 2,030 14 9 30 | 2 1.091 2 
37 36 1,037 15 © 36 2 1,096 17 & 
37 35 1,044 16 o 3 27 1,103 © & 
37 34 1,051 17 0 36 26 1,407 I6 & 
37 33 | 1,058 18 0 36 25 8,022; 4: wv 
37 þ 33 1,065 18 0 39 24 1,116. 15 0 
37 311.071 9 0- 36 23 1,120 4 © 
37 39 1,077 0 0 36 23 15125 14 © 
27 2 1,082 11 0 36 28 15130 -4 © 
37 29 1,038 2 © 36 20 1.136 7 0 
37 |- 27 [ 1,093...12 0Q.. 36 1 1,142 10 & 
37 26 | 1,098 3 0 36 I 1,148 13 2 
37 25 | 1,102 14 © 36 þ 17 1,154 16 3 
37 24 15107 5 © 36 16 1,160 18 9 
37 1: 23 1,411 16 © 36 | 15 1,167 Ir 9g 
37 22 1,116 6 9 36 | 14 1184 4 0 
37 21 +|- 2,121 13 © 36 13 1.180 17 
37 20 | 1,127 0'0 36 I2 1,187- 10 & 
37 | 19 ( 1,132 7 0 36 11 I 194 2 0 
37 4 . 86 1,137 14 © 36 | 19 1,191 10 @&/ 
37 17 1 1,143 © © I». 1,133 238 @& 
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TABLE IH.—Continued. 


hers olfAges of 
the | the Value of the 
Elder [Young- | Annuities. 
Lives. ſer Lives. 
. 
36 | $8 1,188 6 © 
36 7 1,183 15 © 
36 6 1,181 4 © 
36 5 1,161 12 © 
36 4 1,142 18 © 
36 3 1,104 10 © 
36 2. 1,045 14 © 
36 I 904 14 © 
25 35 1,061 4 o 
35 34 1,067 18 © 
35 33 1,074 13 © 
35 32 1,084 7 © 
35 31 1,088 2 0 
35 30 1,004 6 © 
35 29 15100 3 © 
37 28 1,105 11 © 
35 27 1,110 18 © 
35 | 26 1,118 6 © 
25 29 1,121 14 © 
35 24 1,126 5 o 
35 23 1,130 16 o 
35 22 1,135 7 » 
35 21 1,139 18 © 
35 | I 1,151 7 © 
35 I 1,158 4 © 
35 17 1,1685 1 © 
35 16 1,171 18 o 
35 15 1.178 14 O 
35 14 1,184 18 © 
35 13 1,191 3-0 
En 1,197 7 9 
35 11 1,203 12 © 
35 10 1,209 16 o 
35 4 15212 8 
35 1,210 6 © 
35 7 T3203 "$2. D.  oþ 
35 9 15191 8 © 
35 5 15173 4 9 
35 4 1,154 © © 
35 3 1,124 16 © 
35 2 1,058 2 v 
35 I 912 10 .© 


: 
| 


| Ages ol Ages of | 
the | | the Value of the 
| Elder|Young-| Annuities. 
Lives, jer Lives 
£,* = . 
3+ | 34 1,075 18 © 
34 33 1,083 9 © 
34 32 1089 1 0 
34 31 1,095 16 © 
34 30 1,102 6 © 
34 29 1,108 16 © 
34 28 1,114 1 © 
34 27 1,119 7 0 
34 26 1,124 12 © 
34 25 1,129 18 0 
34 24 1,135 40 
34 23 1,140 1 © 
34 22 1,144 18 © 
34 21 1,149 15 © 
34 20 1,154 12 © 
34 19 1,159 10 o 
34 18 1,166 15 © 
34 17 1,174 1 0 
34 16 1,181 6 o 
34 15 1,188 12 © 
34 | 14 1,195 18 © 
34 13 1,201 8 © 
34 12 1, 206 18 o 
34 11 1,212” 8 © 
34 10 1,217 18 © 
34 9 1,223 8 0 
34 8 r,221 6 © 
34 7 1,224 16 © 
34 6 1, 01 12 © 
34 5 1,183 © © 
34 + 1,165 2 0 
34 3 1,125 4 0 
34 2 1,067 13 © 
24 920 6 0 
33 33 1,9 4 © 
33 32 17,096 13 © 
33 31 15 03 2 © 
33 30 1,109 11 © 
33 29 1,116 © © 
33 28 1,122 10 © 
33 27 1.127 14 © 
33 26 1,132 18 0 
33 25 1,738 2'0 
33 | 24" | 1143 6 © 
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TABLE II.—Continued. FF 
— a N 113 | 
Ages of Ages o Ages of Ages of | r 
the | the Value of the the the Value of the wi! 
Elder |Young-| Annuities. Elder |Young- | Annuities. HE | 
Lives, erLives. Lives. jerLives. r 
— © - — nn: 7 
| ; > C+ 3. 4. Y 3 3s 4. r 
33 33 1,148 10 © 32 11 1,229 17 © 4 
33 22 1,153 16 g 32 10 1,231 3 0 11 
33 21 1,159 2 '© 32 ? 1,232 0 ih | 
33 20 1,164 8 o 32 1,233 14 ©® WH 
33 19 | 1,169 14 © 32 7 1,235 © © 5 1 | 
33 I 1,175 © © 32 6 1,223 © ® N 
33 17 1,182 10 © 32 5 1,202 10 © 116 + 
33 16 1,190 © © 32 4 1,133 14 © Lt 
33 15 1,197 10 © 32 3 1,144 4 © 145 
33 14 1,205 © © 32 2 1,036 10 6 HALT 
33 13 1,212 10 © 32 1 936 © © HI 
33 12 1,216 9 © — — r 1 
33 11 1,220 8 © 31 31 1,117 18 0 $i 
33 10 1,224 7 o ö 41 30 4228” $3 © 19 
33 9 1,228 6 o 31 2 1,130 6 © 4 
33 1 $6 © 41 2 1,136 10 0 
33 7 3,224 ᷣ 8 © 31 27 1,144 14 © 
33 6 1,211 16 © 31 26 1,1 18 © 
33 5 1,192 14 © 31 25 1,153 19 © 
33 4 1,194 8 © 31 24 1,159 © 0 
33 3 1,135 10 © 31 23 1,1 1 © 
33 3 | 2,077 0 0 41 22 1,1 2 © 
33 I 928 4 © 31 | 21 1174 4 © 
— _ 1 — — 31 20 1,180 18 © 
32 32 1,104 4 © | 31 19 1,187 13 Sv 
32 31 1,110 11 © 31 18 1,194 7 ® 
32 30 1,116 18 © 31 17 1,201 2 0 
32 2 3 31 16 1,207 16 9 
32 2 1,129 12 © 31 15 1,215 1 © 
32 27 1.135 18 © | 41 14 1,222 6 © 
32 26 1,41 © © 31 13 1,229 11 0 
32 25 1,146 3 © 31 12 1,236 16 
32 24 1516 5 0 91 11 1,244 2 © 
32 23 1,156 ᷣ 8 © 31 10 1,241 14 © 
32 22 1,164 10 © 31 2 1,239 7 © 
32 21 1,167 8 © | 31 1,236 19 o 
32 20 2,193 7 31 7 1,234 12 © 
32 I bis g's. 7 31 0 1,232 4 © 
32 1 1,185 40 31 5 1,212 4 © 
32 17 | 2,192 2 0 f 31 4 1,193 © © 
32 16 1,198 12 © 31 3 1,152 18 © 
32 15 3,206 ee 31 2 1,094 10 © 
32 14 1,213 12 © | 31 1 943 16 o 
32 13 1,221 2 © — — — — 
32 | 12 | 1,228 12 © i 30 | 30 1,137 6 o 
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12 52. 
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5265 
527¹ 
„269 
15261 

1,249 
15230 
35211 


— 
99980 0 


as =. hy 
* HJS wales 


= „ 
maw coy ow © 60 w 
Dr 


* 
ooo “D οοο,jx⏑ie e %õ O Ds) DO0009590000060 %| 


S[Zac33s 0 


F 1 _ j 1 
Agrs of Agee of Value of the wm 
rider rer, Agde, 1 
Lives. E. — |; 
| ä C. . 4. 6 
; 13'S 1115 
* 26 422 10 0 1405 
| 5 430 112122 110 
27 26 5 1787 f3 5 | — 3 1,275 8 - | 1 
27 i; 28 0 | 26 $ 1,255 2 = | i, 
27 | 1,197 18 0 | 26 | 4 | 2235 6-0 { HHH 
27 23 1 "198 14 © 26 3 -| „193 1 8 11 
21 1 5 36 31 22 15 ö 
27 21 q ad 13 © 26/1 x 977 e 
nnn A Tt | 
27 I =. 3 12 2 ö 25 | 258 1,194 pd pu ; 1 &* 1 
* : eq 1,2 Re : 25 24 — 16 0 1 = | 
2 0 N "LR | N 1 
3 „ * 13 — | = 1,24 10 * 1607 
27 465 8 0 25 20 14222 1 : 11 
27 | 13 = 127 10 © | 5 17 1,230 1 ad g 1 1 
1718 273 3 2338 2 29 1 
N 5 7 1 6 22 ane 19:8 þ a 1 
27 | io” oo SP ETA #1 | 
22 | 2 we 2 © _ 1 'f 32263 0:9 1 
27 A8 fob 16 0 85 14 1,270 8 1 f > | 
27 { | ? 2 16 0 2 5 : 13 ; 1,277 "4 - + 115 | 
27 , 3 T 123 8 0 ; *5 11 | 1,292 16 9 1 (FÞ 
27 * 1 1.18 $ 0 1 10 1,299 9 4 | 
27 | Is. 1,126 80 — + 1 11393 4 116 
2 . | 0 : 1,29 | $585 
2145 244 #31 21 8 4.9 1 
26 | 26 * 1187 5 © ; 25 ; 5 | 1,263 ' n of i 
26 ; * | i 193 10 © 23 4 4 1.243 2 0 1 bY 
26 * 19 3 0 3 3 {: 1,20x | $1038 
26 | pt * = * = — | "= 1 1 0 O | | ' ; 
26 5 * up 10 © 5 = 7 9 14 0 1 1 
26 4 219 16 © ” — P . 1 
26 40 225 2 © *4 | 24; 1,296 + 2 F 171 
| i-\ jw 3s | n | 2 98 3 6 1 
26 1 N $123 I4 0 2 ; 248 3 >< * 114 
26 12 ö 20 o © = + 24-4 0,224 | 1 
a 1 bag F — Jen (ba Ji} 
26 I 8 , 62 0 24 [ : 2 5236 2 8 {1 
46 | | 1 _ A 4 5 1s g — + +244 11 0 f 
26 [i 4 . 2 9 = 4 w«þ 1 [F - fl 
A 2 þ © 2 | 16 bs 2 
26 | 105 4 247 th 6 $4 þ „ee 18 „ 
26 * 188 S | — TABLE 
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TABLE I.—Continued. 


Ages 4 of N Ages of Ages of — 

the the Value of the the the Vale of the 
Elder [Young- Annuities, Elder-|Y oung- Annuities, 

Lives. [er Lives. Lives, ler Lives. | 
£. $6; E 
24 | 14 1,278 8 22 16 J 1,273 0 
24 13 J 1,234 19 © 22 15 1,281 18 © 
24 12 1,291 10 © 22 14 1,299 11 © 
24 11 1,298 1 8 22 13 1,299 4 o 
24 10 1,304 12 © 22 12 1,307 16 o 
24 4 453% 4 0 22 11 1,309 16 9 
24 15310 © © 22 10 1,312 16 © 
24 7 1,302 12 Oo 22 1,313 16 © 
24 6 1,290 2 0 22 8 1,315 16 o 
24 5 1,270 10 0 22 7 2 16 © 
24 4 261 2 0 22 6 1,304 16 o 
24 4 3 5208 14 © 22 5 1,234 18 o 
24 | 2 1,146 18 o 22 4 1,265 14 o 
24 11 988 6 22 3 1,223 10 © 
— — — — 6 22 2 1,160 10 © 
23 23 { 2,217 18 0 22 I 999 12,0 
23 22 1,224 6 o — 14 — — — 
23 J 27 1,230 15 0 21 21 1,249 18 © 
23 | 20 19237 3 © 21 | 20 1,248 14 © 
23 r 1,243 12 0 21 1 1,256 10 © 
23 1 1,250 © 0 21 1 1 2 6 © 
23 17 1,258 13 © 21 17 1,272 2 .0 
23 | 16 1,267 7 0 21 16 1,279 18 © 
23 15 1,276 © © 21 15 1209 is 0 
23 14 1,284 14 21 14 | 1,296 12 0 
23 13 1,293 8 0 21 13 1,304 19 © 
v2 > 12 1,298 5 0 21 | 14 1 1,312 6 +0 
23 11 1303 3 © a3 Gee 50 
23 | w {j 1,308 9 0 21 4 x { 15319 15 © 
11 9 { 1,312 278 0 21 | 3 1,317 177 o 
23 8 1316 16 -0 214 8 1,315 18 0 
23 71 #& © 21 7 1,314 9 
— 6 1,297 8 0 21 6 | 1,312 2 0 
23 5 1,277 14 90 21 Ss | 13293 2 0 
23 4 | 1,258 8 © 21 nee 
23 3 1,216: 2 © 21 3 1,230 28 
23 2 1,153 14 © 21 | 2 | 13268 o o 
23 % „ „ 21 1 1,6 6 
— — — — = — | — — — = 
22 aa 1,225 6 © 20 20 15253 10 © 
22 6 6 0 20 12 1,262 © © 
22 | 206 | 1,243 8 © 20 | } 13270 1x © 
22 — 1.250 9 © 20 } I-13 15279 i112 © 
22 18 1257 10 0 20 [ 16 124 12 © 
n bf 1 © 0 |. 15 | 1296 2 
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TABLE II Catliutd. 


4. 


n Ages oljApes off | = 

Value of the. the |: the Value of th 

Annuities. $344: .4 Elder Young-| Annuities. 

| ad Lives. |erLives. | | 

: . 1-84. d. W . 4.5: fd. 
14 1,34 14. ©: 1 11 þ 1,399 * © 
13 ky 6 © 1a |: 10. | 2,402 © 
12 1,366 10 0 72 >| es 6 © 
82 | 2,375 1d ©: 1 $407 9 
140 1,334. 2 © 10 {i 34:<2oþ3T!:' 24 © 
4 2 1,389 0 12 þ: 6 1,397 10 „ 
* 1,388 2 © 1» 3 1,373 72. © 
«7-754 8,350; & 0; 12 | 4:7] "19353 8 © 
6 1,367 12 © 160 þ . 354 „ 8 © 
5 „1 1347 18 © 12 2 1,42 6 © 
4 | 1327+ 8 © is 1 %%% | 4 © 
3 | :3,$32;; $. 0: — — 4. — @ 
9 1,216 , 8 © 18 þ:1t],i1413 6 © 
1 1,048-; 2 0 is 10 1,422 16 © 
— — ; 81 14 p< Ur 1,427 7 ©” 
14 1,360 $ ©, 11 11,427 0 
13 | 1,368 ＋ 0 is |. 7 1,20 6 © 
12 1,375 18 ©, it |. 6 12.406 16 „ 
11 1,383 13 ©; 10 4 $1 = 0 
10 1,391 8 ©; 3d r 1,364 i v 
2 1,398 4 ©. It F:| 12 12 14 © 
1,399 10 0 it 2 4,452 © © 
7 1,390 12 0 is ER NAM 4 © 
6 1,377 8 © — —ä — — © 
mY 3,357: 0 ©: 10 |: 10 1427 14 © 
4 J 2,337 8 0 10 4 1,435 2 
EY 1,292 2 0 10 1438 © © 
2 1, 25 10 0 6 ik. 7 1,428 4 © 
i 1,085 12 ©; 10 6 [1,415 © © 
wh mt —_—_ 4 10 5s 1 393 6 © 
13 1,378, 18 © 10 bi &4-:3,372. 12 0 
12 1,384 18 0 10 | J 4 1,326 14 © 
11 1,390, 18 &@ wo 6 A 1,258 10 © 
10 1,396 18 © 0 2 1,084: 10 © 
4 1,402 18 0 — 1 — — 0 
1,408 18 © 9 | 1439 12 © 
7 1 400 18 © 9s | 2 1,449 10 © 
6 [1,387 4 0 9 þ 7 1,33 3 © 
5 1,366 2 0" 9 kk: 6 1,420 10 © 
4 1,345 8 0 S ik: 9 1399 © © 
3 1,301 18 © 9 4 1,377 10 © 
2 1,234 14 © 9 3 1,330 2 0 
I 1,063 4 o 1 1,263 as © 
—_ — 0 9 i | 1,088. © © 
12 159 6 12 © — | — | | —— — -- 


(#7) 


— IS 


RN R 
Ages | Ages | Ages | Ages 
of the | of the Value of the [! of the j of the 
Elder [Young- | Annuities. | Elder |Y oung- 
Lives, {er Lives | n Lives. erLives. 
| . 
2 - 4. 4. * LY 
L ® 1 1:439 13 © 6 1 
8 |] y'} 433 140 — — 
366 12 » 1 1 
be, 8 5 1,399 8 0 , 5 | 4. 
$ s'| 1,778" 0-0 3 3 
8 NR 1, 33 18 o 5 a 
677-5 r;z64 '3 © 5 1 
NN 1089 © 0 — — 
— 414 rnd? 0 4 | 4 
Fx „442 8 0 4 3 
7 148 | r,q414” o 0 4 2 
FJ - 1,392 14 0 11 8 
74 Smog: | 12 
| 1. 325 1$'0 3 
; | ; 1 2 0 310 4 
7 4 b 1,064 21 o 3 | 
aw ow 1 —  Q — ö — | 
6 6 { 136620 0 | 2 {| 72-4 
6 1 9 1, 3880 6 2 iS 
6 | 4 1.359 6 o kh — 
b | $''| mu 4 11 
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TABLE III. 


The Values of an Annuity of J. 100 per Annum, payable 
yearly, for any Number of Years, not exceeding go. 


— 


Years. 6 Values. 
4. . d. 
2 — 6 2:0 | 
S.. — 183 12 o 
1 27 10:0 
4 — 362 18 0 
2 — ' 465 0 
4. 524 4 e 
71 — boo 4 © 
8. —— 5673 4 0 
9 743 10 0 
10 fſ.fwlw:w 81 © 0 | 
I: —— $76 o o 
I2, — 938 10 o 
T2 —— 998 10 © 
Ig, — 1,056 6 0 
15 — 1,1: 16 © 
16 — 1,165 4 o 
17 — — 1,216 10 © 
18 — 1,265 18 o | 
19 — — 1313 66 0 
.. 
8 <——— 0 
. 465 18 9 
232 — 49 1 © 
EF ang tt i: hh. 
2 —ů co 4 0 
AG — 1,598 4 © 
27 — 1,622 18 © 
28 — 1,666 6 © 
7 1,698 6 © 
zo — 1,729 4 
31 — 1,758 16 0 
3 1,787 6 o 
23 — 1,814 T4 © 
76 — 1,841 2 0 
8 ———_ 1,866 8 o 
3 nn 1,890 16 © 
n 
38 — 1,936 14 © 
3 1,958 8 0 
4)) _ 9 --0 
6 
2 — 2,08 10 0 
43 — 2,037 © o 
4444 — 2506 16 © 
<5 — AOQTN © © 


Years. 


Sein ts 


MTN 


56 


Values. 
5. 
2,088 8 © 
2,104 4 0 
2,119 10 0 
2,134 2 0 
2,148 4 © 
2,61 14 0 
2,174 14 © 
2,137 4 © 
2,199 0 
2,210 16 g 
2,224 18 5g 
2,232 12 0 
2,242 18 0 
2,252 16 5g 
2,263 6 9g 
2271 8 © 
2,280 4 o 
2,288 14 0 
2,296 16 0 
2,394 12 © 
2,312 2 © 
2,319 8 © 
2,326 6 Fo) 
2,333 © 0 
2,339 8 o 
2,345 12 © 
2,351 10 o 
2,957 4 o 
2,362 14 © 
25,368 © o 
2737 2 © 
2,377 18 O 
2,382 12 © 
2,387 4 0 
25391 10 © 
2395 14 © 
2,399 14 © 
2,403 10 © 
2,407 4 0 
25410 16 © 
2,414 4 © 
2,417 10 © 
2,420 14 © 
2,423 14 © 
2,436 14 O 
RULES 
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RULES for inferring the Value of an Annuity of C. 100 
per Annum, held on the longeſt of Two Lives: 


Alſo, the Value of an Annuity of C. 100 per Annum, 
held on the joint Continuance of Three Lives: 


Alfo, the Value of an Annuity of C. 100 per Ann 
held on the longeſt of Three Lack. * c 2 
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y — — ————— ——— — 
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RULE for determining the Value of an Annuity of 
$* ioo per Annum, payable Yearly, and held on the 


ongeſt of Two Lives. 


The Values of an Annuity of C. too per annum, held on each 
of the ſingle Lives, to be added together (from Table I.). and 
from this Sum the Value cf an Annvity held on the joint Conti- 
nuance of the Two Lives (from able II.), to be ſubſtracted; 
the reſult is the Value of an Annuity of C. loo per annum, held 
on the longeſt of the Two Lives. 


Ar... —.— 


RULE for determining the Value of an Annuity of C. 100 
per Annum, payable Yearly, and held on the joint 
Continuance of Three Lives. 


The Value of an Annuity. of C. 100 per Annm on the joint 
Continuance of the 'Two Elder Lives, is to be found (trom 
Table II). The Age of a fingle Lite of the fame (or neareſt) 
Value, with the Annaity of the ſaid joint Lives, to be found 
from Lable I. The Value of an Annuity of & 100 per annum, 
on the joint Continuance of this Life, and the Younger Life from 
Table II. Five Pounds being deducted from the ſaid Sum, is the 
Value of an Annuity of £.100 per annum, held on the joint Con- 
tinuance of the I hiee Lives. | 
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RULE for determining the Value of an Annuity oi 
C.. ro per Anmun, payable Yearly, and held on the 
longeſt of Three Lives, BEET: 38.4 


THE Values of an Aunuity of C. 100 per annum for each of 
the Three ſingle Lives to be extracted from Table I. and to be 
added together. The Value ot an Annuity of C. 100. per ann. 
on the joint Continuance of 'the Two Youngeſt Lives, alſo the 
Value of an Annuity of C. 100 on the joint Continuance of the 
Two Eldeſt Lives, alſo the Value of an Annuity of C. 100 per 
annum, on the joint Continuance of the Oldeſt Life and the 
Voungeſt Life; all found by Table II. to be ſubſtracted from 
the Sum or Addition of che Annuities on the Three ſingle Lives: 
To the reſult is to be added the Value of an Annuity of C. 169 
per annum held on the joint Continuance of Three Lives ; the 
amount is the Value of an Annyity of (. 100 per anaum on the 
Jongeſt of the Three Lives. | 
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C To the Hononourable the the Knights, Citizens, \ and Burgeſſes, 
in Parliament aſſembled;  ©97 _ 


An ACCOUNT of the Total Nef Produce”of;the. Tax 
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Horſes — — — £00 — 3 1 105,846 : «1 
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Carts — — 40 — ; al 6 "4 114 "= 
Shops 1 * — + do — 4 d 0 ? 
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„ CET | = wp 9. ot 
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\ ' a 0.5% — ——— — —— — — — J 
- 1,858,283 © 1 
DUTIES, 1791, chan = - rr — 
Sugar — ö — — |, 207,94, 2 6 
Britiſh Spirits (- — — $2,379 © o 
Foreign do — —— — $2,402 0 © 
Malt — — _— — 40 12 © 
Bills and Receipts — — — 173 979 8 10 
Game Duty — — — 15,664 9 2 
301, per cent. — — — 81,437 5 04 
643,876 17 E 
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- The  18thday of 


April 1996, Jams FISHER. 
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| | | | THOMAS IRVING, 5 
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